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Preface

Back in 2016, I started my first blog raymondjs.blogspot.com,

[ didn’t know what I was actually doing, it was unprofessional,
not using a custom domain, not doing anything serious in
particular, but I was just trying things out. Blogger CMS
was recommended to me by one of my colleagues, and it was
somehow good for newbies like me in blogging industry, but it
was very difficult to add new functionalities, change the design
and layout with zero coding experience.

Three years later, open-source WordPress CMS came on my
radar, and I loved how simple it is. The good thing about
WordPress CMS is that, you can create just any type of website
you want, not just blogs, any type whether it’'s an eCommerce
site like Amazon, or LMS site like Khan Academy, corporate
websites, portfolios, news blog, etc. And you can do all this
with zero coding experience.

[ went on to study WordPress CMS, and my first WordPress site
wesovu.com was an e-learning website where students could
study online courses, buy books, etc. As time went on also
my WordPress skills grew, up to now, I have created dozens of
different WordPress websites.

[ have prepared this book to share my experience with Word-
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Press, and to help you learn the whole process of making
WordPress websites and blogs, from preparing your local server,
installing WordPress, up to hosting your live website on the
internet. This book is perfect for anybody, especially Absolute
Beginners who don’t know anything about WordPress CMS.

What you'll learn

+ Create websites and blogs with WordPress

« Install WordPress on your PC or Mac computer, host WP
locally

+ Navigate around the WordPress dashboard, know what
everything does and how to use it.

« Understand plugins & themes and how to find/install them.

+ Create a static homepage useful for most websites or blogs
like homepage useful for bloggers.

+ Buy Domain & Hosting package for your website

+ Deploy your live site

Requirements/Prerequisites
* You only need a working computer and a web browser.
+ No coding experience is required at all.
+ No prior knowledge of WordPress is required, as every-

thing will be covered in this book.

Learn and Enjoy!






Why WordPress?

What is CMS?

CMS (Content Management System) is computer software used
to manage the creation and modification of digital content
without the need for specialized technical knowledge.

In simple terms, it simplifies the process of creating, managing,
and modifying digital content. For instance, WCMS (Website
CMYS) helps you to create websites and blogs without the
need for coding experience (like no experience of HTM-
L/CSS3/JavaScript/PHP, etc.)

There are many types of CMS including Web Content Manage-
ment System, Enterprise Content Management System (ECM),
Digital Asset Management (DAM), Electronic Document Man-
agement System (DMS or EDMS), and Component Content
Management System (CCMS).
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But for the case of this book, what we are going to learn
is “Web Content Management System” which is special
for the creation, management, and modification of websites.
So anytime when we write CMS, we mean Web Content

Management System only and no other types.

Why do we need a CMS?

» No coding skills required — CMS has enabled non-
developers and other users to build websites without cod-
ing. You can create web pages and add certain functionality
by using plugins without writing any single line of code.

+ Predesigned templates — Most CMS platforms come
with a selection of predesigned templates you can use to
quickly customize the appearance of your site.

+ Simple updates — CMS enables you to make changes
on your site faster and easier — from major updates, like a
website redesign, to minor updates, like changing the image
on your home page.

Types of Websites Content Management System
(CMYS)

+ Open Source CMS — these platforms are available for
FREE. They can be used by anyone for any purpose and
do not require a license. These include WordPress, Joomla,
Drupal, Magento, PrestaShop, etc.

+ Proprietary CMS — unlike Open Source CMS, these
platforms are not available for free. You have to buy the
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license from the owner to use them. These include Wix,
Weebly, Shopify, Squarespace, etc. Most proprietary CMS
is cloud-based, which means you cannot host them on your
OWN Servers.

By using CMS, you can build any type of website that you want
to, from simple websites like personal/portfolio/minimal to
complex websites like corporate/eCommerce/education/LMS/
etc. You can build any type of website without the need to write
any single line of code.

¥ ¥ %

WordPress

WordPress is the simplest and most popular way to create
your website or blog. In fact, WordPress powers over 41% of
all the websites on the Internet. Yes — more than four in ten
websites that you visit are likely powered by WordPress.

With WordPress CMS, you can create any type of website with
any type of functionalities:

+ Business websites
« eCommerce stores
« Blogs

« Portfolios

» Resumes

« Forums

+ Membership sites
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« Social networks etc.

Who uses WordPress?

WordPress is used by individuals, big businesses, and everyone
in between! Lots of well-known entities use WordPress as well.
Here are some of our favorite examples:

« US White House website https://www.whitehouse.gov/

« Microsoft Blog https://blogs.microsoft.com/

« BBC America https://www.bbcamerica.com/

+ Sony Music https://www.sonymusic.com/
« Usain Bolt http://usainbolt.com/
« Facebook Newsroom https://about.fb.com/news/

+ Mozilla Blog https://blog.mozilla.org/

« Snoop Dogg Website https://snoopdogg.com/

+ The Walt Disney Movie company https://thewaltdisneyco
mpany.com/
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WordPress.org Vs WordPress.com

+ WordPress.org, often called self-hosted WordPress, is
the free, open-source WordPress software that you can
install on your own web host to create a website that’s
100% your own.

+ WordPress.com is a for-profit, paid service that is powered
by the WordPress.org software. It’s simple to use, but you
lose much of the flexibility of the self-hosted WordPress.

Most of the time, when people say “WordPress”, they mean the
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self-hosted WordPress available at WordPress.org. If you want
to truly own your website, self-hosted WordPress.org is
almost always the best option.

Why should you use WordPress CMS?

+ WordPress is FREE and open source — One of the
biggest benefits of WordPress is that it’s free, open-source
software. While you will need to pay a little bit for hosting,
you will never have to pay just to use the WordPress
software, which isn’t the case with alternatives like Squares-
pace. Beyond that, you can also find lots of open-source
plugins and themes to change how your website looks and
functions.

+ WordPress is Extensible — Even if you aren’t a developer,
you can easily modify your website thanks to WordPress’
huge ecosystem of themes and plugins. Currently, there
are over 50,000 FREE WordPress plugins and more than
5,000 FREE WordPress themes, as well as tons of premium
options.

+ WordPress is easy to install — Think you need to be a
tech genius to create your own website? Think again! If
you can click a few buttons, you can install WordPress on
your site.

+ WordPress is Flexible — WordPress is great because it
lets you create pretty much any type of website. Better
yet, your website can also evolve with you. Want to add a
forum to your existing WordPress site? No problem - just
install the bbPress plugin! Want to add a social network?
No worries! Just use the BuddyPress plugin. You're never
locked into a specific set of functions — you can always
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adapt and evolve.

+ It’s easy to find WordPress help — there are tons of
forums, developers, communities, and Facebook groups
about WordPress. So if you get into any problem, it’s very
easy to find a solution.



Building your first WordPress site

Now you already know what Content Management Systems
(CMS) are, and why people use them, and at least you have an
idea of what WordPress CMS does. Let’s start experimenting
with WordPress Website CMS.

We want to build our first WordPress site, running on the
local server (server is like a place where your web pages, files,
database are stored) so when we're saying local server that
means our computer (PC/Mac) is going to be our server.

Installing WordPress CMS locally

Installing WordPress CMS on your machine is usually meant
for development, we’ll develop our site locally before pushing
it live. The good news is that installing WordPress is quite easy
and can be done in few simple steps.

« We need to create an environment where WordPress CMS
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will be installed
o Download WordPress CMS from its website
« Install WordPress CMS on localhost

Environment

We need a local server software to create a localhost en-
vironment and install WordPress on localhost. There are
many localhost platforms you can use: WAMP for Windows,
XAMPP, MAMP for macOS, LAMP for Linux, Desktop Server,
DevKinsta, and many more. For this book, we'll be using
XAMPP

XAMPP

XAMPP is an abbreviation for cross-platform, Apache, MySQL,
PHP, and Perl, and it allows you to build websites offline, on
a local web server on your computer. It can work on any OS:
Windows, Linux, and macOS.

Since WordPress CMS isn’t a stand-alone application, XAMPP
provides two essential components for its installation —
Apache, which is used to create the local server, and MySQL,
which you can use as a database for your website.

How to install XAMPP

Grab your copy of XAMPP software from its official website
https://www.apachefriends.org/index.html, then click on the

download button for the operating system you are using.
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XAMPP Apache + MariaDB + PHP + Perl

What is XAMPP?
XAMPP iz tha most populer PHP developmant

New XAMPP ~ faomche Franad

Wi sl redeased & oew version of XAMPP You can dowitkasd St tow et a1
release 7.4.20 [Ea—— A—————
Tharse installers inciode iha next Components:
T4

About Apache Friends Community Recent Discussions m

“«

pache Friends Website” screen

Double-click the executable file you have downloaded to install
XAMPP on your machine. If you encounter any problem when
installing XAMPP, click here to get help
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[Z Setup — bt

(2 bitnami for XAMPP

Bitnami for XAMPP provides free installers that can install
Drupal, Joomla!, WordPress and many other pepular open source
apps on top of your existing XAMPP installation.

Instaling
Unpacking files
[
XAMPP Installer R -
< Badk Mext = | Cancel
XAMPP Installer Screen

After successful install, open the XAMPP control panel by
double-clicking the “XAMPP Control Panel” icon
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KAMPP Control Panel v3.3.0 [ Compiled: Apr 6th 2021 ] - m] *
XAMPP Control Panel v3.3.0
Modules z
Netstat
Service  Module PID{s} Port{s) Actions . @ 2
Apache Start &dmin Config Logs i N
NySQL Start Admin Config Logs . Explorer
FiteZilla Start £dmin Config Logs E' Services
Mercury S?art | Admin | Canﬁg | Ln;_ns & Help
Tomeat | star Admin Config || Logs i aut
0:17 \ .[mal.nj there will be a security dialogue or things will break! éothlnk ]
0 [main] about running this application with administrator rights!
0 [main] KAMPP Installation Directory: "cxamppl”
0 W [main] Checking for prerequisites
0 [main] All prerequisites found
0 [main] Initializing Modules
0 [main] Starting Check-Timer
10:17 M [main] Control Panel Ready
¥

XAMPP Control Panel

Now we are going to start both Apache and MySQL services,
you can do this by clicking on the Start button next to each
Module and both services should start.
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[E] %&MPP Control Panel v3.3.0 [ Compiled: Apr fth 2021 O X
XAMPP Control Panel v3.3.0 o cant
Modules <
() Netstat
Service Module  PID(s) Port{s) Actions ok
9324
Apache e 80,443 Stop Admin Config Logs B shel
NMySaL 5732 3306 Admin Config Logs | Explorer
FileZilla Start Adrmiiny Config Logs & Services.
Mercury Start Config Logs & Help
- L
Tomcat Start Config Logs IJ. Quit
10:17 | [main] All prerequisites found *
10:1 A [main] Initializing Modules
10:1 | [main] Starting Check-Timer
10:1 | [main] Control Panel Ready

| [Apache] Attempting to start Apache app..
Apache] Status change detected: running
mysqgl]  Attempting to start MySQL app..
10:22:49 AN [mysgl]  Status change detected: running

XAMPP Control Panel screen when both Apache and MySQL
services are running

If you encounter any problem with starting Apache and MySQL
modules, click here to get help.

To check if everything is working fine and your server is
running, just type http://localhost into your browser, and
you should be taken to XAMPP Page.
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