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About 900 people visited the Zoo on September 26 
for Brew at the Zoo, an adults-only event. Along 
with breweries from around the region, vendors sold 
tacos, pierogis, BBQ, pizza, and vegan noodles. 
Visitors could listen to Lakebed play in the picnic 
grove or Jake from Starheart by the Rhino Deck, 
get their pictures taken in the photo booth, or play 
a quick game of cornhole. It turned out to be a 
beautiful day for this great tradition!

Contact Us: 
Community Outreach: (574) 235-7654 
Development: (574) 245-6138 
Education: (574) 235-7621 
Gift Shop: (574) 235-5615 
Guest Services: (574) 235-7620 
Marketing: (574) 235-7576 
Membership: (574) 235-7651 
Special Events: (574) 245-6163 
Volunteers: (574) 235-9070 
Zoo Camps: (574) 235-9801

Cover: After a long wait, 
giraffes have arrived at 
the Zoo! This is Kellan, the 
youngest of the bachelors.
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As I reflect on this past year, I couldn’t be prouder of our 
achievements here at the Potawatomi Zoo. Record-breaking 
attendance, generous donations, and increased memberships are all 
a testament to the support our community has for this growing zoo.

The Zoo’s rapid growth is coming at an important time in the 
Zoo’s history, the anniversary of being in the River Park neighborhood 
for 100 years. Over the years, we have witnessed the evolution of 
a small menagerie of animals in non-natural environments to the 
modern state-of-the-art facility we are becoming today. This growth 
and modernization is essential, not only to emphasize the great 
conservation work accredited zoos are doing, but to help us provide 
the best care for all of our animals.

Serving as the Zoo’s Executive Director during this time of 
growth is so rewarding. I am fortunate to have a dedicated team of 
employees that conquered two difficult years, despite the hurdles 
and challenges of navigating the continued pandemic, and continue 
rising to new challenges. From the existing upgrades we’ve done 
over the past few years to bringing in giraffes for the first time in the Zoo’s history, the Zoo staff has 
provided integral support every step of the way.

But our growth doesn’t stop there. We have new projects and upgrades being planned and executed 
right now, part of our goal of providing high quality animal care in naturalistic, immersive environments.

You may wonder how we decide which project is next. Similar to most organizations, we have a 
strategic plan that provides a framework for the best direction and timelines for completing these 
projects. However, it’s not set in stone. We have to balance the Association of Zoos and Aquariums 
standards, the welfare needs of our current animals, as well as create new 
and exciting habitats and amenities. Our plan is to begin work on a new 
concessions lodge and black bear habitat in the North American section of 
the Zoo next year. But we haven’t forgotten about our current residents! This 
winter, we’ll be working on our new lion habitat and making other upgrades to 
animal facilities. 

The Potawatomi Zoo has long been an important amenity for our local 
community, and we will continue working toward being a great regional 
destination, a top-notch Zoo we can all be proud to visit.

FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Josh Sisk
Executive Director
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This summer and 
fall, the Zoo welcomed 
some new babies and 
brought in a few new 
animals to be companions 
or on breeding 
recommendations.

The red panda pair, Justin and Maiya, had twin female cubs 
on June 17, the first red panda cubs since 2013. One cub had to 
be hand-raised by Animal Care staff for her first few months due 
to respiratory issues, but both cubs are with their mother in the 
red panda habitat now. Visitors will be able to see them during 
Gift of Lights and Winter Days during the Zoo’s off-season.

For the first time ever, the Zoo’s flamingo flock produced a 
healthy flamingo chick. Although the egg was laid by one pair—
Pinky and Boyfriend—the egg was ultimately hatched on July 20 
by foster parents, Carnation and Marinara. Named Rosé in a 
public naming contest, the chick is already as tall as her parents 
and turning pinker every day.

A white-faced saki monkey was born on October 3 behind 
the scenes to parents Ella and Marcelo. The sex of the baby isn’t 
known yet, but zoo keepers report that it’s healthy and active.

A new adult animal visitors might see this winter is Juniper, 
a female North American porcupine, who lives in the North 
American porcupine habitat with the male porcupine, Humvee. 
Not only do the porcupines have a breeding recommendation, 
the Zoo’s Education Department hopes to begin training Juniper 
to be part of the Ambassador Animal program at the Zoo.

Several other species will make their debuts sometime after 
the Zoo opens on April 1, 2022.

From top: Red panda cubs, flamingo chick, white-faced saki monkey, 
North American porcupines.
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Care 
Corner Big and small ways we work with our 

community to help make a better world.

This year, we reintroduced field trips, and the response 
was exciting. There were about 137 field trips to the Zoo 
from Indiana and Michigan between April and October. 

Some of those trips were supported by donors to the 
Potawatomi Zoo including the Pokagon Fund, Bontrager 
Family Foundation via the Community Foundation of Elkhart 
County, and an anonymous family foundation. Thanks to 
their generosity, groups from South Bend Community School 
Corporation, Summerscape, and Elkhart Parks & Recreation 
summer educational program were able to attend the Zoo. 

All in all, the Zoo helped direct over $16,000 in funding 
assisting 1,625 
kids on field trips 
in 2021. We are 
grateful to our 
funders for their 
support and 
understanding 
as we navigated 
reintroducing 
field trips here to 
the Zoo!

After having one day of Zoo Boo, presented by 
United Federal Credit Union, mostly rained out, we 
were left with quite a bit of leftover candy. Rather than 
throwing it away, we decided to donate the candy to five 
local non-profits. 

Some went to The Center for the Homeless, La Casa 
de Amistad, Robinson Community Learning Center, and 
the Boys and Girls Club. Most of the donated candy 
was used by Riley High School for their Trunk or Treat 
Program. We were pleased to have the opportunity to 
share with our community and give even more kids the 
chance to enjoy Halloween.

Each year, 
our American 
Association of 
Zoo Keepers 
(AAZK) chapter 
raises funds 
for animal 
conservation 
organizations. 
Some of the 
recipients of 
their hard work 
include Wild Cat Conservation, Red Panda Network, Snow 
Leopard Trust, and Bowling For Rhinos. 

This year’s Bowling for Rhinos fundraiser included a silent 
auction, bowling ticket sales at Strikes and Spares, and t-shirt 
sales. Thanks to the support of staff, visitors, and donors, 
AAZK raised $2,000 for organizations that protect rhino 
habitats: Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Action for Cheetahs in 
Kenya, and the International Rhino Foundaction.

To learn more about AAZK fundraisers and events, visit 
www.facebook.com/potawatomizooaazk.

The Boys and Girls Club of St. Joseph County and the 
Potawatomi Zoo collaborated for a first of its kind partnership 
this year that allowed for an immersive onsite zoo experience. 
This program introduced zoo careers to teens and young 
adults that may not have had access to the Zoo before. 

Over seven weeks, a group of 10-15 participants met 
weekly with Zoo leaders, had up-close animal encounters, 
and experienced meaningful connections with Education 
staff that culminated in a field trip for more than 300 
participants of the Boys & Girls Club of St. Joseph County. 

This experience allowed us to engage with teen 
audiences, a group not often part of our programming. 
Plus, it allowed a 
wide range of kids 
in our community 
a new opportunity 
to get inspired by 
the incredible world 
of wildlife. Both 
organizations hope 
to continue this 
partnership in 2022.
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Giraffes Arrive!
It takes a lot of people to organize the safe transport 

of four giraffes to the Zoo! There are animal care and 
veterinary staff at both the outgoing and incoming zoos 
ready to deal with scheduling and emergencies, and 
there are animal haulers who take care of the animals on 
the road.

People often ask how large animals are transported. 
Giraffes are actually moved from zoo to zoo via large 
trailers that look a little like a horse trailer. These trailers 
are built specifically for giraffes to accommodate their 
height. The haulers also have experience with animal 
care and training in how to work with a wide variety of 
animals. Because it requires such specialized equipment 
and knowledge, there are very few haulers licensed to 
move large animals. 

Some animals like to stand when they travel, but 
giraffes typically prefer to lay down. The giraffe trailer is 
tall enough to accommodate either preference.

Although there are giraffes at the Zoo now, they 
won’t be outside or in the public area of the barn yet. 
Each animal that comes to the Zoo has to go through 
a 30-day quarantine period while veterinary and animal 
care staff monitor their health and help them get used 
to their new home. This includes training them on the 
new noises, new keepers, and new “traffic flow” of the 
barn.

Giraffes prefer temperatures above 50 degrees, so 
it’ll be a while before the giraffes are outside. However, 
one of the unique things about the Zoo’s giraffe barn 
is that it has an indoor visitor center and viewing area. 
Hopefully visitors to the Zoo will be able to go inside 
the Laidig Giraffe Conservation Center during the Zoo’s 
Winter Days to see this thrilling new addition to the Zoo.

Quick Questions... 
How many giraffes are there, 
and what are their names?

The Zoo is expecting four male giraffes: Seymour (5 years old), 
Maximus (5 years old), Wyatt (5 years old),and Kellan (2.5 years old).

When will visitors be able to 
feed the giraffes?

The goal is to have giraffe feeding be a part of the 2022 season, but 
it depends entirely on the giraffes. We don't compel our Zoo animals 
to participate in encounters, so the giraffes will determine how they 
engage with people.

Where are they from?
We don't typically publicize where animals come from (or where they 
go) out of respect for the other facility's privacy. If we get permission 
to tell people, we will!

Kellan (above) was the first giraffe to arrive, traveling 
to the Zoo in this tall, enclosed trailer.

2022
Winter
Days

January 8 & 23
February 5 & 20

March 5 & 20

...Answered!
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Zoo TRain Gets An Update
Visitors may to the Zoo may notice new 

blue signs on both the train and the station. 
That's because this year, the train has a new 
sponsor, Centier Bank.

“We’re excited to be working with Centier 
Bank,” says Josh Sisk, executive director of 
the Potawatomi Zoo. “It’s so generous of 
them to give back to their community in this 
tangible way.”

Amber Pulford, the incoming president of 
the Board of Directors of the Potawatomi Zoo, 
who is also a vice president and regional manager at Centier Bank, says this 
is one of the largest sponsorships the Indiana-based bank has ever held.

The train was installed in 2004 thanks to sponsorships and donations 
from the public. The train, a 1/3 scale replica of a C.P. Huntington 
Locomotive, is the Zoo’s most popular attraction. On average, about a third 
of the Zoo’s guests ride the 1/2 mile-track that circles the west half of the 
Zoo. Because it’s so well-used, the train’s annual maintenance expenses are 
around $20,000 per year, not including any unexpected repairs. 

Recently, the train had regular maintenance done to make it run 
smoothly. It also experienced emergency repairs of worn-out parts earlier in the year. The Centier Bank sponsorship 
will help offset those costs and keep this beloved part of the Zoo in fine working order for years to come.

Zoo Boo Attracts Thousands
Zoo Boo, presented by United Federal Credit Union, is always one of the 

Zoo’s most popular events of the year, and 2021 was no exception. Although 
the final day of the event, October 24, was nearly rained out, the first two days, 
October 22 and 23, were busy with record crowds. Zoo Boo was an opportunity 
for families spend time together at the Zoo, ride the Haunted Train, walk the 
Treat Trail and grab a snack at this year’s new addition, the food truck area.

“It's a joy to see all the happy kids and adorable costumes,” says Josh 
Sisk, executive director of the Potawatomi Zoo. "Thanks to our sponsors and 
supporters, we had a great time, and we're already making plans for next year."

The Potawatomi Zoo Express runs in all seasons carrying 
nearly 90,000 passengers per year.
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By Anna Pelc
Curator of Records

Long-time visitors to the Potawatomi Zoo may remember Ty, a male red panda who came to the 
Potawatomi Zoo in 2002. Born on July 9, 2001, Ty passed away this year at the age of 20, the 

oldest male red panda in United States zoos. Due to his health and quality of life, the Animal Welfare 
Team made the decision to humanely euthanize Ty on July 19. The Animal Welfare Team—comprised 
of vet and animal care staff—evaluated Ty’s physical and mental health numerous times before making 
this difficult decision. It was a sad loss for everyone. Over his long life, Ty had a huge impact on the zoo 
keepers who cared for him, visitors to the Zoo, and the Red Panda Species Survival Plan (SSP).

When Ty first moved to the Zoo, the red panda habitat was located where the Endangered Species 
Carousel now resides. Ty liked to nap in the pine trees, but he would readily come down to animal care 
staff for a piece of his favorite fruits—apples or grapes. Around 2015, he moved to the brand-new red 
panda habitat in its current location, where he spent a lot of time doing morning and evening “patrols” 
around the perimeter, scent-marking his territory. In his last years, Ty spent time behind the scenes 
where he was most comfortable: outside during the winter months and in cool, air-conditioned areas 
over the summers.

Left to Right: Justin and Maiya had two cubs this year.

Ty in 2017 
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Ty’s first mate at the Zoo was named Luna, 
and the Red Panda SSP gave them a breeding 
recommendation. Ty and Luna ended up raising six 
offspring that eventually moved to other facilities 
through breeding and transfer recommendations. 
Luna ended up receiving a recommendation to 
leave the Potawatomi Zoo in 2007 to strengthen 
the species’ genetic diversity and is still alive today. 
She’s now the oldest red panda in American zoos. 

Throughout the years, other females transferred to 
Potawatomi to pair with Ty based on SSP recommendations. All in all, Ty had 10 surviving offspring with three 
different females. His last offspring, Linus, was born in 2013 to mom, Rusty.

But even after Ty stopped producing offspring, his descendants kept increasing! Ty’s line has included 39 
grandcubs, and 36 great grandcubs, 21 great-great grandcubs, and two great-great-great grandcubs! Even the 
Potawatomi Zoo’s most recent cubs, Raya and her still-unnamed sister, are part of Ty’s lineage. Justin, their 
father, is Ty’s great grandcub!

However, offspring aren’t the only way animals contribute to their SSP. In March 2021, Ty was a blood 
donor for a young red panda in need. The eight-month-old cub had developed anemia and needed blood 
transfusions. Our vet staff safely anesthetized Ty and were able to obtain blood from him that was then quickly 
transported to the zoo housing the sick red panda, who has since recovered and moved to a new home on an 
SSP recommendation.

But one of the most important things any animal does at a zoo is help visitors learn more and develop 
empathy for animals, ecosystems, and nature. Many of the species that live in zoos are endangered—including 
red pandas—and zoos play an important part in protecting animals in the wild. By watching Ty interact with 
his mates and cubs, many people found 
new awe and compassion for red pandas. 
Many people learned that red pandas are 
endangered due to habitat loss, poaching, 
and human interference. And many people 
were inspired to take conservation actions.

Thanks to visitors, members, and 
donors who love red pandas, the Zoo has 
been able to contribute to organizations 
working to save red pandas and their wild 
habitat for many years. In this way, by 
charming visitors over his long life and 
having descendants who do the same in 
other zoos, Ty’s legacy lives on.

Zoos around the country share resources through Association 
of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) Species Survival Plans (SSP) by:

 Maintaining animal health;

 Studying behavior to improve quality of life;

 Tracking where individual animals live;

 Participating in breeding programs.

There are around 500 SSPs. Each is run by a committee 
of professionals from AZA-accredited zoos. The SSP 
primarily ensures genetic diversity through breeding 
recommendations, but it also helps zoos understand how 
best to care for their animals.

This cub inherited Justin's coloring, but Raya looks more like Maiya. 
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Think back to a time you spent in nature as a child. Did you 
camp at a state park with your family? Explore a wooded lot 

near your home? Build a fort out of sticks in your backyard? Watch ants march in a line to their home 
on the crack of a sidewalk? All of these examples of playing outside are forms of nature play. At the 
time, your experience may not have seemed significant, but the lessons learned in the outdoors and the 
connections made to wildlife can leave a lasting impression. 

Nature play is a buzz word that has been popping up in parks, nature centers, and even zoos over the 
past decade, but it’s not a new concept by any means. At its core, nature play is the act of playing outside 
in natural areas, and kids have been playing outside for thousands of years.

Recently, qualitative and quantitative research has been done to help us understand just how 
important it is for children to spend time with nature. There are many lifelong benefits that have been 
attributed to playing outside. Mental health, physical health, and improved cognitive skills through hands 
on learning of our natural world, science, and engineering are just a few of the main benefits to nature 
play. In addition, interactions with nature at an early age help instill a greater appreciation for wildlife.

As an adult, you might notice that a day spent outside can help you sleep better at night – the same 
goes for children. Playing outside can improve a child’s mental health by relieving stress and having a 
better night’s sleep. Using the body’s senses (touch, sight, smell, and hear) to explore the outdoors also 
helps to ground children into the present moment, which can alleviate anxiety and depression. 

By Melissa Gunter
Youth Services Coordinator
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Physical activity is another major benefit of nature play. Moving 
around, climbing, crawling, digging, and jumping outdoors are all forms of 
physical activity that can also help children build gross motor skills while 
having fun! Being active regularly during childhood can also encourage 
better exercise habits later on in life. 

Playing outside can help build important cognitive skills because 
children will problem solve, reason, think, and learn about the world 
around them. This is a big component of the benefits of nature play, and 
there are so many examples we could list here. Let’s look at something 
as simple as observing nature. Whether it is predicting outcomes while 
watching a ball roll down a hill, or watching a squirrel climb through 
the tree canopy while holding an acorn, children are witnessing and 
understanding important worldly ideas like gravity, survival of the fittest, 
and more.  

Finally, when people interact with nature, they innately develop a 
stronger passion and love for wildlife. This goes for all ages, but it is most 
important at an early age because children will go on to make better 
decisions each day that help protect the Earth throughout their entire lives.

In order to encourage nature play at the Zoo, over the next few years, 
the playground next to the flamingo and the porcupine habitats will be 
getting a makeover. Funded by a grant from the Rotary Club of South 
Bend, the Zoo’s plan is to create the Nature’s Nook Play Forest. While we 
are still at the planning phase of the project, nature play elements will be 
the focal point of this play space. Kids of all ages will be able to play and 
interact with the natural world. From scaling boulders and balancing on 
tree trunks to crawling through tree hollow tunnels, the new nature play 
space will be just another opportunity for kids and adults to connect with 
nature at the Zoo. 

Our Zoo’s mission is to inspire excellence in education, conservation, 
and improved animal quality of life. We believe that adding a nature play 
space for visitors to play and interact with will help encourage them to 
become better stewards of the environment. 

Jessica MacKeen and Tarah Write, "The International 
Journal of Early Childhood Environmental Education," 
Volume 8, Winter 2020 report
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As a non-profit organization, the Potawatomi Zoo would not 
be what it is without the generosity of our donors. 

There are stories in these gifts. We’ve been lucky enough to 
hear some of your stories firsthand, and some we can only 
guess at. Some are in messages of support people left when 
we were closed for the season. Some are in patterns: donors 
who give every month, donors who love to adopt animals, 
donors who want to remain anonymous. 

It’s no exaggeration to say that some of the stories make us 
laugh and some make us cry. 

Because of you, we're able to grow. Because of you, we're 
able to manage the Zoo now while also planning long-term 
sustainable solutions for the living things entrusted to our 
care. Because of you, we can fulfill our mission, live our 
vision, and secure the future of the Potawatomi Zoo.

With all our hearts, we give thanks to you.

* Not including donors to Big & Loud, who will be recognized in spring of 2022.
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Kristen D. Robinson
Kristin Howard
Kristin McCue
Kristin Spink-Hauger
Kristina Barroso Burrell
Kristina Knezic
Kristina Wiley
Kristine Hatcher
Kyle Hulse
Kyle McCarthy
Kyle Vanlue
Lacey Barroso
Lance Green
Larry Bailey
Larry Bitter
Laura Bailey
Laura Evans
Laura Kelmar
Laura Knoppers
Lauren Tomasbi
Lauren Yoder
Lauren Zajac
Lauri A. Roche
Laurie Cook
Laven Insurance
Lavon Dean-Null
Leslie Bowling
Leslie Myers
Leslie Sheeler
Libby Morrical
Linda Archibald
Linda Beasley
Linda Bernth
Linda Decatur
Linda Doyle
Linda Francesconi
Linda Hachet
Linda Harness
Linda Juntunen
Linda L. Alexander
Linda L. Conyers
Linda Marshall

Linda Ruehle
Linda Waelchli
Lindsay Fosler
Lindsay Jordan
Lisa Meredith
Lisa Mollett
Lisette M. Lewandowski
Lois Lasater
Lori Zielinski
Lorna Zerfas
Lory Timmer
Lou Ann Smith
Louise Anella
Louise M. Fessenden
Lucy Cannata
Lynn Gundich
Lynn Halstead
Lynn Miller
Lyons Industries, Inc.
Maggie Okponobi
Marc Hardy
Marc Oestreich
Marci Hartman
Marcia Kern
Margaret Russo
Marguerite Boone
Maria Grove
Maria King
Maria Macia
Maria Millham
Marie Lukas
Marie Nebel
Marilyn Kuntz
Marilynn Johnson
Marisa Schutz
Marissa Marquez
Marjan Risteski
Marjorie M. White
Mark Damore
Mark Regier
Mark Vigneault
Martha A. Moore
Martina Rosenbaum
Mary Debora Rosenfeld
Mary H. Weber
Mary Jo Gates
Mary Jones
Mary Lowe
Mary M. Baltz
Mary Rodeman
Mary Rothfuchs
Mary White
Mary Young-Marcks
Matthew Kowalski
Matthew Zimmerman
Maureen Schultz
Maureen Weston
Maxwell Cabello
Megann Lesnick
Meghan Sibla
Melina Dailey
Melissa M. Riem
Meranda Weldy
Michael Klein
Michael S. May

Michael Skarja
Michael T. Niemier
Michele Maes
Michele Jensen
Michele Rose
Michelle Adams
Michelle Beck
Michelle D. Sabo
Michelle Hauck
Michelle Line
Michelle Matsey
Mike's Carwash
Miki M. Strabley
Molly Russo
Mykenna Martinez
Nancy Buza
Nancy Govert
Nancy Martin
Nancy Michael
Nancy Vanderbilt
Nancy Vollmann
Natalia Shlapentokh
Natalie Tucker
Nathan Allan
Nathan Rubendall
Nathan Rumely
Network For Good
Nicholas Carter
Nicholas Griffin
Nicholas Hall
Nick Snead
Nicole Lehman
Niles Swihart
Ofelia Huerta
Olivia Western
Pam Cecchi
Pamela Cunningham
Pamela Dysart
Pamela Michiels
Pamela Rutkowski
Patricia A. Huemmer
Patricia A. Patzer
Patricia Koers
Patricia Martin
Patricia Miller
Patrick L. Wolf
Patrick Zehner
Patti Russwurm
Patti See
Patty L. Fowler
Paul & Carol Zehner
Paul Wendzonka
Peggy Styles
Peggy Tomkiewicz
Penny Schreeg
Peter Helm
Philip K. Rhoade
Philip S. Leman
Phillip Orue
Rachael Stowe
Racheal Brock
Randy Williams
Raquel Gomez
Rasmus Jorgensen
Raylene Sosa

Rebecca Geister
Rebecca Gonzales
Rebekah Go
Rebekah J. Athey
Rebekah Thomas
Rene Sanchez
Rhonda Justis
Rhonda Rose
Ria Thomas
Rick Napper
Rita Grontkowski
Robert Krueger
Robert Pulley
Robert R. Cebrat
Robert Schosker
Robert Urbanski
Roberta Schwartz
Robyn Calkins
Ron Crook
Ronald Murdock
Ronald Paige
Rose Birk
Rose Pilarski
Rosy El Jbeily
Roy DeVlieger
Russell Pullman
Ruth Lasseter
Ryan Hagley
Ryan P. Linstromberg
Ryan Smeltzer
Rylee Foltz
Sadie Comer
Samantha Buchanan
Samantha Vara
Samm Reed
Sander DeGroot
Sandra Garland
Sandy Sackett
Sara Tlachac
Sarah Lockwood
Sarah M. Schmucker
Sarah Schaefer
Satena Petch
Scott Hostetler
Sean James
Sean Werntz
Sean Wiesman
Seana Gates
Shane E. Kellar
Shannon Allen
Shannon Glaum
Shannon Root
Shari Rettig
Sharon B. McManus
Sharon M. Carlson
Sharon Saroian
Shawn Perra
Sheila P. Finn
Shelley L. Klug
Shelly Baumgartner
Sherrie J. Wolf
Shirley Hathaway
Sina Luuga
Sondra Greenlee
South Bend Brew Werks

Stacey L. Holderread
Stacey Landry
Stacey Staley
Stanley Moore
Stephanie McCoy
Steve Michael
Steven A. Hanberg
Susan  Elrod
Susan Cullen
Susan Fuentes
Susan Koziel
Susan L. Campbell
Susan L. Zent
Susan Markovich
Susan Marsh
Susan Pemberton
Suzanne Brittain
Suzanne Hall
Suzanne Vyvyan
Sven Erickson
Sylvia Kimbel
Tamara A. Shackelford
Tasha Ewing
Tatiana Trkulja
Teresa Kendall
Teresa Kreighbaum
Theresa A. Evans
Therese McGrath
Thomas DiDomenico
Thomas J. Gerhold
Tim Dukeman
Timothy Graham
Timothy J. Phelan
Timothy Kulik
Tom Schultz
Toni M. Riehm
Tonya Adduci
Tori Tice
Tracey Morton
Tracey Robbins
Tracy Banacki
Tracy L. Althouse
Travis Miltenberger
Trina Duncan
Troy Vogel
Tyler Kelsey
Tyler Mack
Uriel Contreras
Vickie Wipperman
Victor Vazquez
Virna Evangelista
Walter McQuade
Wendy Mangelsdorf
Wesley Morrissey
Will Stewart
William Cealka
William J. Spalding
William Van Elk
Zac Carpenter
Zach Dripps
Zach Tromp
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A. Gary Beall
Allison James
AmazonSmile Foundation
Amy E. Dame
Athena Vogel
Benevity.org
Charles Schwab Bank
Community Foundation 
of St. Joseph County
Courtney Kubly

Craig Kapson
Denise Richards
Dianne Humphrey
Dru Cash
Emily K. Loudin
Eric Schopmeyer
Fidelity Charitable 
Gift Fund
Indiana Trust Wealth 
Management

Jackie Freel
Joan Lyons
Julie A. Zielinski
Karen Gray
Kathleen A. Jackson
Kimberly A. Ankrom
Knute Rockne Memorial 
Kiwanis Foundation of 
Granger, Inc.
Kroger Grocery
Lisa W. Grocock
Lloyd H. Ketchum

Lucile Zilky
Mary Debora 
Rosenfeld
Mastercare, Inc.
Melinda Aven
Mike Otto
Network For Good
Notre Dame Federal 
Credit Union
Paint It Forward
Patricia Short
Paula Wilkinson

PIE Consulting
Robert R. Cebrat
Rosemary A. Dlugosz
Sandra J. Sims
Sandra K. Jennings
Schwab Charitable Fund
Susan M. Becker-Liddell
The American Online Giving 
Foundation
The Blackbaud Giving Fund
The GoodCoin Foundation

The Wyn & Carol Laidig 
Foundation, Inc.
Warren Young
Wells Fargo Philanthropic 
Services
Yolanda Collins
YourCause Corporate 
Employee Giving Programs

Andrew & Rebecca Sommese
Andrew Bade
Angela S. Honesty
Ann M. Diroll
Ann Schwarz
Bank of America Charitable 
Gift Fund
Barbara Freel
Barry W. Wertz
Carole Walton
Charles Schwab Bank
Christine Cotter
Christopher C. Clarke
CJ Beutien
Craig Anderson
Cressy & Everett Real Estate
Dan Powell
David Lovell
Deb Noffsinger

Diane Rhodes
Donald Sporleder
Donald Zerfas
Drew Shingler
Eileen A. Hughes
Elizabeth Kanczuzewski
Enid H. Fisher
Evalyn J. Orenstein
Gail A. Schutt
Gail Lukasiewicz
Georgann DeVolder
Guy J. Morrical
H Allen Grace
Heidi Beidinger-Burnett
Indiana Trust Wealth 
Management
Irene Murdoch
ITW Foundation 3-For-1 
Matching Gift Program
Jane H. Utterback
Jason D. Schultz

Jayne C. Fogle
Jef & Mary Gates
Jeff Rensberger
Jeffrey Starkey
Jennifer L. Wall
Jennifer Rodman
Jo Ellen Dresbach
John & Kaitlin Lalor
John A. Chuppe
John E. Markiewicz
John-Reed Maffeo
Judith A. Wolfe
Judith C. Ferrell
Judith Luccki
Julia B. Robbins
Julia Huber
Karen C. Kimbriel
Kimberly F. Sieradzki
Kristi Kubicki
Larimore Stephanie
Lauri A. Roche

Leslie T. Gitlin
Linda L. McKee
Linda S. Paskiewicz
Linda Sue Phillips
Lisa Batiz
Lois Maffeo
Louise Magera
Lucy Cannata
Lynn Halstead
Lynn Miller
Marcia Vargo
Margaret Cordalis
Margaret Nieter
Marian Rozycki
Maribeth Presnal
Marie Lukas
Marsha Eilers
Mary Young-Marcks
MaryAnne Ballard
Matthew Hostetler
Meredith Hurley

Miriam A. Lerman
Nancy A. Cealka Smith
Nathan J. Elliot
Network For Good
Norma J. Juarez
Pamela Kronewitter
Pat Egendoerfer
Patricia L. Tassell
Patricia M. Flowers
Patricia Malicki
Radiology Inc Foundation
Raymond Wise
Rebecca Brice
Rhonda Silcox
Roger Cox
Roger Peck
Ronald E. Camp
Ryan J. Clark
Sarah Holdmeyer
Sharon Boyd
Sheryl Hough

Stephanie Martin
Stephen W. Hile
Sue A. Adair
Susan Pemberton
Teresa Betz
Terry C. Sudlow
The Columbus 
Foundation
Thomas G. Weikart
Thomas Keres
Thomas Kuzmic
Thomas Panzica
Timothy Conroy
Timothy Hurst
Warren Young
William H. Loudin
William J. Reinke
William J. Spalding
Yolanda Lindenlaub
Zoe Reed

Alison E. MacWilliams
Andrea Harness
Anita L. Schwarz
Carol D. Fox
Carole Sandner

Catherine Kubitschek
Christine Cotter
Dan & Sue Horton
David Chaudoir
Dorothy Borlik

Francis Gray
Gerald J. Haeffel
Glenn Jensen
Jane Guisbert
Jane K. Callan
Jay & Lyn Caponigro
Jessica Marks

Juliane Morris
Julie Vecchio
Kevin L. Jozwiak
Kimberly Van Elk
Kristin Howard
Lawrence & Cecilia Cunningham
Leslie Myers

Martha Mriss
Michael  Beutter
Miki M. Strabley
Nicholas Hudson
Patricia Malicki
Patrick Luecke
Peggy Styles

Rebecca Mohs-Risser
Sarah Cira
Susan Collins
Susan L. Campbell
Vanguard Charitable
Vicky Wigent
Wesaw Marchell

Centier Bank
Entente Spirits, LLC
Indiana Michigan Power
Innovation Lab at Notre Dame
Inovateus Solar

Northwestern Mutual |  
Melinda Aven
SYM Financial Advisors
Target Circle

Lake City Bank
Lawson-Fisher Associates
Lippert Components, Inc.
Lyons Industries, Inc.
Pepsico Bottling Group, LLC

United Federal Credit Union
Universal Forest Projects, LLC
Wells Fargo Advisors |  
Anella/Anella Group

Corporate or event sponsors at 
the $5,000 level or higher receive 
special recognition at the Zoo.

What's the Alpha Pack?

Amelia E. Ruggaber
Ashley Siva
Barbara Hile
Betsy Quinn
David Ziege
James M. Fergus
Jessica Hochstetler
John Horner
Juliana Gil
Julie Robison
Lucas Copi
Mary Debora Rosenfeld
Michael T. Hagan

Nicole Sullivan
Patricia Brinker
Sarah Holdmeyer
Stephanie Martin
Thomas Ridenour
Trina Duncan

Ally Spencer
Carol A. Szedenik
Kathy Benham
Linda Smith
Lisette M. Lewandowski
Lori Regier

Mike Keen
Paul & Carol Zehner
Tracey Kerr

Alan L. Johnson
Alicia Bachtel
Beverly Cook - Harris
Carol A. Szedenik
Chad Goze
David D. Freet
Finn Bronkema
Jerry Buckhanan
June Belew

Lee Wisler
Linda Hachet
Mary T. Paige
Naomi Chambers

Rosemary Spalding

Adam Davidhizar

Edward Jones
Greg Cannata
Jenny Watkins
Tim Masters

Abe Saff
Andrea L. Deitchley
Barbara Hile
Brian Ruch
Catherine Craker
Gary Hilfiger
Gayla Kiggins
Jackie L. Stone
Jarrett Mealer
Jessica Olp

Kate Greene
Kelly Graft
Kiliaen Anderson
Kris Jumao-as
Malisa Roberts
Nancy Hannon
Samantha Manley
Steve Gross
Thomas Ridenour
Violet Deitchley



15Fall 2021 UPROAR

The last day to guarantee 
Zoo gifts for delivery by 
Christmas is December 8! 

Member benefits include:

•	 Free, unlimited admission to Potawatomi Zoo for one calendar 
year.

•	 Discounted admission to zoos and aquariums nationwide.
•	 Discounts on Zoo camps, education classes, select events and 

in the Zoo gift shop.
•	 Subscription to UPROAR, the Zoo’s quarterly full-color 

magazine.
•	 Free conservation calendar featuring photos by Zoo visitors.
•	 And more! Additional benefits often added each year.

Standard Membership Levels
Senior, $39.50 – one individual over the age of 62.

Student, $39.50 – one student with ID.

Individual, $49.50 – one individual.

Grandparents, $69.50 – two grandparents living in the same 
household and their grandchildren under the age of 18.

Single Parent, $69.50 – one adult and their dependent 
children under the age of 18.

Family, $79.50 – two adults living in the same household 
and their dependent children under the age of 18.

Family+1, $104.50 – two adults living in the same household 
and their dependent children under the age of 18.

Your passport to a world 
of fun at the Zoo!

To purchase these Zoo gifts, visit:
potawatomizoo.org/holiday-gift-shop

Give a box of fun activities and 
support animal care or education.

$50 Signature Holiday Adopt Includes:

•	 Color photo and fact sheet of your animal
•	 Specially designed holiday adoption certificate
•	 Coloring book with crayons
•	 Stuffed plush of your animal - giraffe OR flamingo
•	 Drawstring Potawatomi Zoo tote

Delivery is $10. Adopt boxes may be picked up at the 
Zoo's gift shop during Gift of Lights or by appointment.

$50 Holiday Armadillo Education Box Includes:

•	 Materials and instructions to do a science experiment and a craft
•	 Directions for a scavenger hunt at home
•	 An animal plushie
•	 A painting by an ambassador animal
•	 Link to a video about the animal artists

4 Regular Admission Passes to the Zoo
4 Passes to the Zoo + 4 Attraction Tickets
Rhino Encounter (max 6 people on 1 day)

Share the Zoo with friends 
or loved ones.

$44
$56

$50/person
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