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SAVE THE DAY



Every Kid can be a 
Safety Superhero 
when we teach 
them how!

Every Kid can be a 
Safety Superhero 
when we teach 
them how!

To the Superheroes 
Around Us:

True strength isn't about power —
it's about making smart choices and 
staying safe. This book is here to 
help you understand the importance of 
gun safety, so you can protect yourself and 
those around you.

I dedicate this book to my son, Jon, who will forever hold 
a place in my heart. Though you are no longer with me, your 
memory is the guiding force behind this work. Your 
life—and the heartbreaking loss of it—has inspired me to 
create this resource, so that other children can stay safe 
and make informed choices.

L�sa Ro�
Founder of 
Lock Arms for Life



About This Project
This book was made possible through a grant from the City of 
Austin's Office of Violence Prevention, with the goal of raising 
awareness and educating kids about safe gun handling and storage.

Let‛s Keep the Conversation Going!
Explore the E-book and find additional resources about gun safety 
online at GET ACTIVE. Together, we can prevent gun injuries and 
save lives, starting today.

About Lock Arms for Life
Lock Arms for Life is a nonprofit organization based in Central 
Texas, committed to ensuring that every gun is locked when not in 
use. We raise awareness about the importance of safe gun storage, 
educate children, teens, and adults on proper handling, and provide 
locks and resources to help families safeguard their homes and 
communities. Safe storage is proven to prevent accidents, 
self-harm, and theft—protecting people, pets, and property. 
Learn more at www.lockarmsforlife.org.

About the Austin Office of Violence Prevention
Founded in 2021, the Austin Public Health Office of Violence 
Prevention (OVP) invests in the safety and well-being of those 
most affected by violence in Austin/Travis County. For more 
information, visit www.austintexas.gov/ovp.

Written by: Kim Caldwell
Illustrated by: Sherwin Parayno
Translated by: Victoria E.

And thank you to everyone else who helped 
get this book completed! 



this is 
the house. 

Okay -



Are you 
ready for 

this?

You’ve been 
doing great with 

sleepovers.

Yeah - 



What’s up, 
kiddo?

Well, 
okay -

it’s on 
my mind 
that…

thanks, 
mom.

hesitates to get out of the car



What’s up, 
kiddo?

Well, 
okay -

it’s on 
my mind 
that…

thanks, 
mom.

hesitates to get out of the car

it’s just 
that…

I mean…
No…

I do 
want to 

spend the 
night,

Are you 
not feeling like 

spending the night 
anymore?

It’s okay, 
what’s on 
your mind?

Okay, Caroline mentioned 
at school the other day that 

sometimes she goes to 
a shooting range with her dad 

and brother.

And they like…
shoot guns 

there.

I mean, 
I’m not used 

to…

sweetie, if the 
idea of a gun range 

bothers you, 
You don’t have to 

spend a night.

Mom!!!
I’m not 
saying 
that!



I mean 
I’ve never been 
to a gun range, 

but I do know 
what happens 

there.

oh yeah… 

this is 
embarrassing…

Well, if they go 
to a range to shoot 

guns, that means they 
probably HAVE guns 

at their house, 
right?

Ugh, 
Mom! 

I’ve never seen 
a gun! You and dad 

don’t hunt or shoot 
or do anything 
like that, so 

I’m just nervous...

Yes, that’s
 a logical 

conclusion.

Come on kiddo, 
help me understand 

the problem.



I mean 
I’ve never been 
to a gun range, 

but I do know 
what happens 

there.

oh yeah… 

this is 
embarrassing…

Well, if they go 
to a range to shoot 

guns, that means they 
probably HAVE guns 

at their house, 
right?

Ugh, 
Mom! 

I’ve never seen 
a gun! You and dad 

don’t hunt or shoot 
or do anything 
like that, so 

I’m just nervous...

Yes, that’s
 a logical 

conclusion.

Come on kiddo, 
help me understand 

the problem.

I know!

Pops and Mimi 
didn’t raise me 
around guns 

either.

Ah, 
I totally 

get it. 

I learned about that 
from Molly’s mom. She 

asked me if we had any 
guns the first time she 

came over to play.

Molly’s probably 
never seen a gun 

either.

you do?

But you know that ever 
since you started going on 

playdates, I’ve always 
asked about whether there 
is a gun in the home. And I 
ask if they’re locked and 

stored safely. 



I don’t 
know. But what is 
important is that 

you feel 
comfortable. 

People 
aren’t bad 

So, let’s 
talk about 

this. 

And when I ask, it’s to make sure 
that if there are guns in the home 

they are unloaded, locked 
securely and out of reach.

Guns aren’t 
inherently 

bad.
scary for 

owning 
them.or 

What do 
you mean?



I don’t 
know. But what is 
important is that 

you feel 
comfortable. 

People 
aren’t bad 

So, let’s 
talk about 

this. 

And when I ask, it’s to make sure 
that if there are guns in the home 

they are unloaded, locked 
securely and out of reach.

Guns aren’t 
inherently 

bad.
scary for 

owning 
them.or 

What do 
you mean?

Safe 
storage?

Well, it means 
that a gun is 

locked in a safety 
box or a vault of 

some kind.

You can 
lock a gun 
from the 
inside?

Wow, so 
Caroline’s mom 
told you their 

guns are 
locked?

It 
also has 

a cable lock 
on it.

The cable 
makes it 

impossible to 
shoot. 

That’s kind of 
like a bike lock that 
locks the gun from 

the inside out.

Yes, 
Carline’s mom 

said they keep their 
guns locked in 

a safe. 

Really? Yep! It’s effective, see, 
because if there is 

a locked cable inside the 
gun, then it can’t fire 

bullets unless someone 
unlocks the cable, 

takes it out, 
and then loads it. 



She also told 
me she keeps guns out 

of reach of kids, and that 
Caroline was taught not 

to even look at their guns 
without a grown up 

around. 

I hope 
this helps you 

feel more 
comfortable. 

Yeah, 
okay, 

I do feel 
better now.

Byeeeee! 



See you 
tomorrow!

Ciao! 
Bye!

Have fun! 
Love you! 



This is so 
cool Uncle 

Cam. 

What do 
you think?

Alright boys, 
this is 

the place!



I believe it. 
Dad’s an inside 
guy, for sure.

Hey - what’s 
this big box thing 
under the bags?

Always has 
been, but we love 
him for it, right? 

Hey, can you 
grab your 

duffel out of 
the truck bed?

Dad, 
too?

Yeah, your dad came 
too. But you know he’s 

not much of a hunter or 
fisherman. He spent most 
of his time in that hammock 
over there, reading a book. 
Me and Papa liked to do 
the outdoors stuff.

Yeah. 

Yep! Been 
coming out here 

since I was a 
little boy.

Did you and 
Papa come out 

here a lot?



What’s up?
Oh, let’s 

talk about 
that.

Hey Linc, 
come on 

over here!

Nope! First, we’re 
going to talk before 
we even look at the 

guns.

Safety 
lessons that 

pops taught me 
and your dad when 

we were your 
age. 

Are we going 
to get the guns 

out now?

This box 
here is 
where I 
store my 
rifles.

Now, I know this 
is your first time to 
come out here, so we 
need to be clear on 

some rules. 

We’re 
starting with 
gun safety.



NO...

I always keep 
my guns unloaded 

until I’m ready to use 
them. But you can’t assume 

anything. So if you ever come 
across a gun, be smart, 

leave the area and get an 
adult involved.

Listen, kid, 
we’re going to 
be smart about 

this stuff and if it 
could possibly be 

real, treat it 
that way.

OKAY.
Ugh! What 

do we need to 
know?

aren’t the 
guns already 

loaded?

This is 
my number one 

rule, boys: 

always treat a gun 
like it’s loaded.

What if it’s 
a toy gun? 



We 
never point 

a gun 
at anyone.

Later we will set up 
some cans on that fence 
to practice our aim. I’ll 
take care of loading the 

bullets for you.

Before anything else 
- say that back to me so I 
know you understand me.

Okay. 
What’s 
a safe 

direction?

Including 
yourself.

Never, ever point 
a gun at anyone - 

including yourself. 

And we will practice 
my second rule of safe 

hunting: always point guns 
in a safe direction.



Can I 
carry the 
gun box?

Even when 
they’re not 

loaded?

Makes 
sense.

Nope. 
That’s my job. 

I’m going to take 
them in and 

transfer them to 
a gun safe in the 
main bedroom. 

Sure does. Now, let’s 
get our stuff inside and get 

one of Aunt Kim’s original rice 
Krispies treats in our bellies. 

It’s already a great 
weekend together!

You know, PapA  
has always been a 

stickler for safety and 
has always instructed 

us to keep our guns 
locked.

Alright, 
there’s more 

rules I want to go 
over, but for now 

let’s take our stuff 
inside and get settled 

in. Your Aunt Kim 
packed us some 

homemade snacks.

Yep _ papa always 
said, safety first. 
If you own a gun, 
keep it locked up.



Got 
‘em!!

Who’s getting 
it next?

YES!

           Leave the                    
GUNS for Games  

Oh yeah! 



I 
can't miss 

today!

Bro.

no 
one calls 
you that!

lol

It could 
catch on,

Bro.

Whatever

Jon-y On 
Target, that’s 

what they 
call me!

Whatever. 
Hey, have you 

ever shot a real 
gun?

Yeah 
right.



Nah, I 
just shoot 
in games.

Like, gone 
hunting?

What do 
you mean, try 
with a real 

gun?

Should we 
try with real 

guns?

Well, I mean, we have a 
couple of guns at my house. 
They aren't big or cool or 
anything, but they’re in my 

parents’ room and I can 
totally get them without 

anyone noticing.



Like, get 
your dad to take 

us shooting?

Are you 
scared of a 
real gun?

have you ever 
shot them?

What do you 
mean? 

No, but 
I really 
want to. 

I bet I can 
even find 

bullets if there 
aren’t any in 

there already.

man, 
he never has time 

for me. just come over 
and I will sneak em out, find 
the bullets and we can go 

shoot cans, like in the 
movies.

Bro. That’s 
a terrible 

plan.



So you’re gonna live 
your whole life scared? 

You’re so brave 
in the game!

We’ll 
be fine.

That won’t 
happen. 

Nah, Bro. It’s not about being 
scared, it’s about being safe. Real 
guns are the number one killer of 

kids our age.

Maybe, but what if 
something did happen 

and one of us got hurt? 
Or we hurt someone 

else?

 

You can’t know that. 
And I’m not going 

to risk it. 

Yeah Bro it’s 
a game. Those guns can’t 

hurt anyone who is actually 
real. And if we got 

caught, my mom would 
kill me and never let 

me hang out with 
you again.



So you’re gonna live 
your whole life scared? 

You’re so brave 
in the game!

We’ll 
be fine.

That won’t 
happen. 

Nah, Bro. It’s not about being 
scared, it’s about being safe. Real 
guns are the number one killer of 

kids our age.

Maybe, but what if 
something did happen 

and one of us got hurt? 
Or we hurt someone 

else?

 

You can’t know that. 
And I’m not going 

to risk it. 

Yeah Bro it’s 
a game. Those guns can’t 

hurt anyone who is actually 
real. And if we got 

caught, my mom would 
kill me and never let 

me hang out with 
you again.

I guess I’ll 
find someone else 

to practice shooting 
with me. 

 
Cool. Maybe I can 

come too someday. When 
your dad is ready to 

take us.

nice. I’ll ask 
him about it. 

C‘mon, let's drop in 
somewhere hot!

 

Yeah, how 
about your dad? 

You need to be safe 
with real guns.

Fine. I’ll wait 
until my dad can 

take me.



           The             
Discovery



           The             
Discovery

No kidding.

We 
have art 
bins too. 

oh yeah, I’ll 
check the junk 

drawer…

I think 
everyone does, 

right?  It’s like a junk 
drawer everyone has 

in their kitchen.

Where 
should I start 

looking?

Cool - this 
project will be 

easier if we see what you 
already have and what we 

may need to order 
from Amazon.

Okay, I’m 
pretty sure there 

are more art supplies 
in the bins in the mud 

room.

see those 
colorful bins in cubbies 

in the mud room, I know my 
mom puts project supplies in 

them. I’ll go look in her 
home office. 



Hey – there’s 
something in this 

bin… 

I wonder what…

Come here! 



Hey – there’s 
something in this 

bin… 

I wonder what…

Come here! 

I won’t! But 
what am I supposed to 
do! I’m so scared, we 
don’t have any guns at 

my house!

We were just looking 
for some crafts for our 

school project, and I saw 
something in this bin, but 

I didn’t know…

What am I 
supposed to…

help me!

What 
are you 
doing? 

Camille, make 
sure not to 

touch it. 

show HIM!

Hannah, go 
get mom. 



it was in the bin - 
what do I do?

Camille, 
are you okay?

we’re okay, 
Camille. I”m 

here with you.
we 

got this.

I didn’t 
mean to

I’m scared.

Mom!!!

Come here 
now!



it was in the bin - 
what do I do?

Camille, 
are you okay?

we’re okay, 
Camille. I”m 

here with you.
we 

got this.

I didn’t 
mean to

I’m scared.

Mom!!!

Come here 
now!

Take a deep breath. James and 
Hannah’s dad must have accidently 

put his gun in that bin instead of taking 
it all the way upstairs to our safe. It’s 

going to be okay, Camille. 

Thank you 
Camille.



Camille - stop right 
there. This wasn’t your 

mistake. That gun should never 
have been there unlocked for 

you kids to find. And y’all did the 
right thing coming to get me. 

I’m trained in safe gun 
handling, so I can store it 

properly.

Thankfully, Dad 
removed all the 
bullets, but you 

couldn’t have known that. 
You were right to be 

careful. 

That’s what 
I thought.

I’m 
going to have a 
big talk with him 

about not leaving his 
gun out. 

This was a big 
mistake for him. BIG. 
And I’m going to call 
your mom and let her 
know what happened 

and apologize.

I’m so 
sorry! 

Okay. She 
likes curse 

words.

And see if 
she has any 

choice words, 
she’d like for me 
to share with my 

husband…

Me too

Me too

OKAY.



Okay. She 
likes curse 

words.

And see if 
she has any 

choice words, 
she’d like for me 
to share with my 

husband…

Me too

Me too

OKAY.



        Get             
Active   



I love how 
much y’all 

appreciate my 
jokes. 

But civics 
class is no 

joking 
matter!

But 
I don’t even 
have a gun!

Alright class - we’re 
done with lunch, so let’s 
get your brains as full 

as your tummies

Maybe, but you 
live in a world and in a 
community where guns 

exist, so let’s quiet down 
and stay open to 

learning. 

I 
brought 
a partner 
with me.

Thank you, 
Ms. Caldwell for 

including Safe Firearm 
Storage as part of 

your civics curriculum. 

We’re excited to 
be here!

This is Leesa Ross. 
She’s here to wrap our 

community safety unit by 
teaching us about 

locking up guns when 
not in use.



He’ll help 
answer your 

questions - and 
click the slides! 

...and he 
didn’t have to be. 

If the gun had been 
stored safely, he’d 

be alive today. 

He’s a retired police 
officer and a retired school 
teacher. He volunteers with 

Lock Arms for Life to educate 
about safety. 

This is 
Louis.

He didn’t know he 
was in a dangerous 

situation

After my deepest 
sadness passed, I looked for ways 

to protect kids, teens, and you 
adults from gun tragedies. That’s 

why I teach people to 

GET ACTIVE 
for safe gun storage and 

handling. 

I started 
Lock Arms for life 

after my oldest son, Jon, 
died in a handgun shooting 

accident. He was handed a gun 
at a college party. He didn’t 

suspect it was loaded, or 
that it would fire in his 

direction.



Get 
ACTIVE 

means:

Always secure 
guns in homes 
and vehicles

A -

cultivate 
responsible 
behavior

C -

Take steps to 
prevent harmT -

inquire about 
unsecured guns in 
others’ homes| -

Voice your 
concerns about 
gun safetyV -

educate your 
peers about 
getting ACTIVE 

E -



What do you 
think cultivating 

responsible 
behavior could 

mean?

Practice 
being safe!

Do you know 
what causes the 

most deadly injuries 
in our country for 
children 1 thru 19? 

Gunshot 
injuries. That’s 

why it is so 
important to talk 

about safety.

So if you are 
ever in a situation 
with a firearm, you 
know not to touch 

and to get an 
adult.

?

?

?

? ! !! !!

Always securing 
guns means locking 

them and storing 
bullets separately.

Anyone?

Practice 
being safe. 

yes

This could mean locking guns in safes or 
boxes - or using a cable lock to make it 
so the gun can’t fire bullets. This simple 

act can prevent accidents and theft. 



Inquire about 
unsecured guns 
in others’ homes

| :

 
That’s a good place 

to start - but I bet a lot 
of you kids already know 

how to climb and get stuff 
your parents don’t want 

you to have.

Put guns up 
high so kids 
can’t reach 

them!

So it 
really needs 

a lock?

We are 
just 

supposed to 
ask about 

guns? That is 
so cringe!

All these 
steps make you 

more safe 
from harm.

This is a good 
one for your 

parents. 
Asking if guns 

are locked up in 
everyone’s homes 
makes sure we are 

all safe.

How might we 
Take Action to 
prevent harm?

Guns should 
always be locked 
when not in use. 

yes

Not you, your 
parents. They 

may already be 
asking about 

allergies, pets, 
and screen 

time.

If someone is having 
a really, really bad day 

or wants to cause another 
person harm, we want guns 
to be locked and unable 
to be fired. And locked 

guns are less likely to 
be stolen.



Voice your concerns 
about gun safetyV :

Yell 
Stop!

That’s what we 
mean by voice your 

concerns about gun 
safety - we don’t 

want to wait until it 
is too late 

As a police 
officer and a teacher, 

my job was to say 
something when I saw 
something that could 

be dangerous for 
kids.

I can tell 
y’all are ready 
to Educate your 
Peers about Gun 

Safety.

Stop

Leave 
the 
area

Tell a 
grown up

DON’T 
TOUCH it

What 
would you do 

if you saw 
someone was 
about to step 

in a hole?

Exactly! When it 
comes to safety around 

guns, you owe it to yourself 
and to your friends to speak 

up for safety.



CLAP

CLAP

CLAP

CLAP

CLAP

CLAP

You 
can keep the 

pen and we have 
t-shirts for the 

class. 

Class 
please put your 
hands together 

for Louis and 
Leesa. 

  
Please wear 

them proudly and 
share the message of 
safety with all family 

and friends. 

Class, your assignment for 
tomorrow is to write about what 

you learned today, what you can do 
to be safe, and what was something 

new you learned.

I see our 
time is almost 
up but before 

we leave
we’re going 

to pass around a 
safety pledge we’d 

love for you to 
sign.  







Get 
ACTIVE
for safety. 

Learn More

https://lockarmsforlife.org/save-the-day-lock-it-away/


