




Enjoy Success!

The hostel provides accommodation for thirty Year 13 students wishing to attend Mount 

Aspiring College to take advantage of the outdoor pursuits and lifeskills programme.

The hostel is a well organised, supervised environment where students co-

operate and learn to live together in self-contained villas of six in a simulated 

flatting situation. The hostel is co-educational, but each villa is segregated.

Life skills are taught at the hostel and overseen by the hostel manager and 
assistant manager.

Students share responsibility for budgeting, shopping and cooking within each 
of the flats on a roster basis. The hostel staff assist the students with planning, 
monitoring progress and assessing the final results.

Outdoor pursuits is a major focus of the hostel programme and in addition to 

taking the college Outdoor Pursuits course hostel students are also involved in 

an outdoor pursuits programme on Sundays. To take fullest advantage of the one 

year programme students should come with a good general level of fitness and an 
interest in developing their outdoor skills.

At the beginning of each year a three-day orientation programme is held for hostel 
students. Along with outdoor activities, it includes:

• Team building based on support, co-operation, trust, honesty and friendship.

• The acceptance of the strengths, weaknesses and opinions of others.

• Group approach to problem solving.

• Group requirements for members to take leadership roles and organisational 
responsibility.

MAC Hostel Features



MOUNT ASPIRING COLLEGE

The orientation programme is a key factor in preparing students for the outdoor 

pursuits programme and the hostel lifeskills programme.

The hostel manager lives on site and is responsible for the supervision of the 
lifeskills programme, the welfare of students, and maintenance of the hostel rules. 

Discipline is based on a concept of self-discipline and responsibility, but at the same 
time hostel operating and non-negotiable rules are essential. Group counselling will 
be undertaken to ensure students fully appreciate this concept, as breaches of the 
rules are unacceptable.

The hostel manager is supported by an assistant manager who also lives on site and 
is on duty at the weekends and some evenings, and an outdoor pursuits supervisor 

who co-ordinates the Sunday programme. In addition a member of senior staff from 
the college has overall responsibility for the hostel and its integration with the college.

The Outcomes

• The hostel seeks to encourage students to learn through carefully guided 

experiences - ones which are meaningful and impact upon them forever.

• The safe and controlled challenges of the outdoor pursuits programme provide an 

excellent physical balance to the demands of the college programme.
• The hostel programme will assist young people to make the transition from home 

to taking care of themselves. This goal can be reached while completing a full 
academic course.

• It is expected that the experience gained in Wanaka will be character building and 
will successfully prepare students for their next stage of development.










