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Instead of focusing on the famous pigs from the gospel reading, our medieval German illuminator 
depicts a much more intimate scene of Jesus’ encounter with the man. We see the moment when 
the evil force leaves him, and his eyes seem to show the relief of a man set free from his bondage.

Healing of the Demon-Possessed Man (Ottheinrich Bible) (c. 1425–1430 AD)
artist unkown



Welcome to Trinity Lutheran Church 
Founded in 1751

Thank you for joining us today as we worship God through 
word and sacrament in this landmark building, home to our 
congregation since 1791. Our liturgy is rooted in tradition; all are 
welcome to participate as they feel comfortable.

Trinity is a vibrant congregation with members from around 
Berks County and beyond. If you are interested in learning more 
about membership, speak with a member of our staff.

During worship, we pray, sing, listen, chant, read, and move our 
bodies. Please silence your cell phone so as not to disturb this rich 
experience for yourself or others.

The highlight of our worship is receiving the Eucharist, the 
true Body and Blood of Christ. All who trust that Jesus is present 
in this holy meal are invited to receive Him with us today. Detailed 
instructions for communion can be found on page 19 of the bulletin.

Children are always welcome in our worship! A changing 
table can be found in the all-gender restroom on the first floor. Our 
Meditation Room has space for nursing or a sensory break.  Restrooms 
can be found on the first floor and are accessible by elevator. Our AED 
is mounted on the wall in the stairway next to the baptismal font.

We welcome all LGBTQ+ people as full participants in our 
common life. We’re proud to proclaim this publicly in our city and 
wider church as a Reconciling in Christ congregation.
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Our worship is an act of offering. By being here, 
we present ourselves and our time to God.

We also present our tithes and monetary offerings to God. 
During the offertory procession, they are brought forward along 
with the bread and wine used for the Eucharist. 

We no longer pass an offering plate in the pew. However, an 
offering plate for cash or checks is available in the narthex. You can 
also share your offering electronically using this QR code.
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The Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.
Congregational words are in bold print.

After the prelude, 
please stand in body 
or spirit and face the 

processional cross.

Prelude
Chorale and Prelude on “Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier” 		   J.S. Bach

arr. Marcel Dupré

Confession and Forgiveness
In the name of the Father,
and of the + Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

Merciful God,
you free us to love others,
but we neglect our neighbors and follow our own way.
You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace,
but we turn away from the abundant life you offer.
You surround us with patience, kindness,
and generosity,
but we grow weary in doing what is right.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Do not give up on us.
Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life.
Amen.

You belong to Christ Jesus
and you are God’s children through faith.
In the cross of + Christ,
and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven.
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.
Amen.

All may make the 
sign of the cross, the 
sign that is marked 

at baptism, as the 
presiding minister 

begins.

Silence is kept for 
reflection.
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Apostolic Greeting
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.

Kyrie
We praise God 

throughout this 
service using Setting 

Ten from Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship.

Hymn of Praise

Continue to follow 
the processional cross, 

turning as it 
passes you.
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Prayer of the Day
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Please be seated.

Let us pray.
O Lord God, we bring before you 
the cries of a sorrowing world.  
In your mercy set us free from the 
chains that bind us, and defend 

us from everything that is evil, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord.
Amen.

This prayer relates 
to the readings 

appointed for the day 
and asks for God’s 

help in applying them 
to our lives.

First Reading		  Isaiah 65:1-9

I was ready to be sought out by those who 
	 did not ask, to be found by those who did 	
	 not seek me.
I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
  to a nation that did not call on my name.
I held out my hands all day long
  to a rebellious people,
who walk in a way that is not good,
  following their own devices;
a people who provoke me
  to my face continually,
sacrificing in gardens
  and offering incense on bricks;
who sit inside tombs,
  and spend the night in secret places;
who eat swine’s flesh,
  with broth of abominable things in their 		
	 vessels;
who say, “Keep to yourself,
  do not come near me, for I am too holy 
	 for you.”
These are a smoke in my nostrils,
  a fire that burns all day long.

See, it is written before me:
  I will not keep silent, but I will repay;
I will indeed repay into their laps
  their iniquities and their 	ancestors’
	 iniquities together, says the Lord;
because they offered incense on the 
mountains
  and reviled me on the hills,
I will measure into their laps
  full payment for their actions.
Thus says the Lord:
  As the wine is found in the cluster,
  and they say, “Do not destroy it,
  for there is a blessing in it,”
so I will do for my servants’ sake,
  and not destroy them all.
I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
  and from Judah inheritors of my 					   
	 mountains;
my chosen shall inherit it,
  and my servants shall settle there.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



6

Psalm 	 Psalm 22:19-28The psalm is read 
responsively.

The regular text 
is read by the north 

( font) side.

The bold text is 
read by the south  

( floor piano) side.

But you, O LORD, be not far away;
	 O my help, hasten to my aid.
Deliver me from the sword,
	 my life from the power of the dog.
Save me from the lion’s mouth!
	 From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued me.
I will declare your name to my people;
	 in the midst of the assembly I will praise you.
You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory.
	 Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off-spring of Israel.
For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty;
neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them;
	 but when they cry out, the LORD hears them.
From you comes my praise in the great assembly;
	 I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied.
	 Let those who seek the LORD give praise!
	 May your hearts live forever! 
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD;
	 all the families of nations shall bow before God.
For dominion belongs to the LORD,
	 who rules over the nations.
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Please stand 
in body or spirit to 

welcome the Gospel.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Teaching Time for All God’s Children

Gospel Acclamation

Second Reading		 Galatians 3:23-29

Now before faith came, we were imprisoned 
and guarded under the law until faith would 
be revealed. Therefore the law was our 
disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we 
might be justified by faith. But now that 
faith has come, we are no longer subject to 
a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you are 
all children of God through faith. As many 

of you as were baptized into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male and female; 
for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. And if 
you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 
offspring, heirs according to the promise.



8

Gospel 	 Luke 8:26-39

The Holy Gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Then [ Jesus and his disciples] arrived at the 
country of the Gerasenes, which is opposite 
Galilee. As he stepped out on land, a man 
of the city who had demons met him. For a 
long time he had worn no clothes, and he did 
not live in a house but in the tombs. When 
he saw Jesus, he fell down before him and 
shouted at the top of his voice, “What have 
you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most 
High God? I beg you, do not torment me”— 
for Jesus had commanded the unclean spirit 
to come out of the man. (For many times 
it had seized him; he was kept under guard 
and bound with chains and shackles, but he 
would break the bonds and be driven by the 
demon into the wilds.) Jesus then asked him, 
“What is your name?” He said, “Legion”; for 
many demons had entered him. They begged 
him not to order them to go back into the 
abyss.

Now there on the hillside a large herd of 
swine was feeding; and the demons begged 
Jesus to let them enter these. So he gave them 
permission. Then the demons came out of 

Please be seated.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon 	 Deaconess Deborah Matern Graf

the man and entered the swine, and the herd 
rushed down the steep bank into the lake and 
was drowned.

When the swineherds saw what had 
happened, they ran off and told it in the city 
and in the country. Then people came out to 
see what had happened, and when they came 
to Jesus, they found the man from whom the 
demons had gone sitting at the feet of Jesus, 
clothed and in his right mind. And they were 
afraid. Those who had seen it told them how 
the one who had been possessed by demons 
had been healed. Then all the people of the 
surrounding country of the Gerasenes asked 
Jesus to leave them; for they were seized 
with great fear. So he got into the boat and 
returned. The man from whom the demons 
had gone begged that he might be with him; 
but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to 
your home, and declare how much God has 
done for you.” So he went away, proclaiming 
throughout the city how much Jesus had 
done for him.
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Hymn of the Day
Word of God, Come Down on Earth	 ELW 510

Please stand 
in body or spirit.

Text: James Quinn, 
SJ, b. 1919

Music: LIEBSTER 
JESU, WIR SIND 
HIER, Johann R. 
Ahle, 1625-1673

Text © James Quinn, 
SJ, Selah Publishing 

Co., Inc., North 
American agent
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Apostles’ CreedTogether, we confess 
the faith of the 

Church.

After a brief silence 
each petition 

concludes:

After the final 
petition:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
			  creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, 	God’s only Son, our Lord,
			  who was conceived by the 	Holy Spirit,
			  born of the virgin Mary,
			  suffered under Pontius Pilate,
			  was crucified, died, and was buried;
			  he descended to the dead.
			  On the third day he rose again;
			  he ascended into heaven,
			  he is seated at the right hand 	of the Father,
			  and he will come to judge 	the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
			  the holy catholic church,
			  the communion of saints,
			  the forgiveness of sins,
			  the resurrection of the body,
			  and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
Hear us, O God,
Your mercy is great.

Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ, our Savior.
Amen.



11

In Our Prayers

◆ Peg Coleman
◆ Nancy Zweig

◆ Raymond Donald 
Diesinger (Donnie)

Ongoing NeedsIn Immediate Need
◆ David Unruh 

(brother of Ralph 
Unruh)

Please greet one 
another and then 

be seated. 

The offering, bread, 
and wine are 

brought forward 
and the altar is set.

Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you.

Announcements

Offertory
Czardas 	 Vittorio Monti

Stephen Dudas, violin

Offering Prayer

Trinity Households
◆ F. Russel & Linda 

Grim
◆ Jonathan, Stacie &

Nathan Grim

◆ Katie Hannon
◆ Annie & Ed 

Harlin
◆ Ann Harnish

 ◆ Suzy Evans
 ◆ Harry Feinauer

◆ Linda Motley
◆ Darryl Jeffries

◆ Nancy Souders-
Negri & Fred Negri

◆ Walter Schur
◆ the Sawyer family
◆ Yadar (friend of 

Pat McMahon)
◆ Cathy Kirckoff 

(sister of Pat 
McMahon)

◆ Hildegard Pohl 
(Amy Barrett’s 

sister)
◆ Susan 

Templin (Robin 
Oberholtzer’s 

cousin)
◆ Anne-Marie 

and Kolya (Pat 
McMahon’s 

daughter and 
grandson)

◆ Dar Unger 

Let us pray.
Creator God, in your wisdom you 
bring forth all that is good and the 
harvest is plentiful.
Strengthen us at your table with 
these gifts of the earth and our 

labor, that we may work for the 
good of all; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.
Amen.

Please stand 
in body or spirit.
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Proper Preface
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ;
who on this day overcame death and the grave,
and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

The presider greets the 
assembly and invites 

all to give thanks.

Sanctus
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Thanksgiving at the Table
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father...

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

During the Words of 
Institution, the bread 
and wine are elevated 

for the congregation 
to revere and adore 
Christ’s presence in 

our midst.

Therefore, O God, with this bread and cup...
to share with us the great and promised feast.
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit...
and receive our inheritance with all your saints in light.
Amen. Come, Holy Spirit.

Join our prayers with those of your servants...
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
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Silence is kept as the 
bread is broken.

Please be seated.

Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
		  hallowed be your name,
		  your kingdom come,
		  your will be done,
				    on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
		  as we forgive those
				    who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
		  and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
		  and the glory are yours,
		  now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
The kingdom of God is set before you.
Eat and rejoice.

Lamb of God
Detailed instructions 

for communion can  
be found on page 19.
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Music during Distribution
One Bread, One Body	 ELW 496

Text: John Foley, 
SJ, b. 1939

Music: ONE BREAD, 
ONE BODY, 
John Foley, SJ

Text and Music © 1978 
John B. Foley, SJ and 

OCP Publications
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As a sign of God’s 
blessing, you may 

make the sign 
of the cross.

Table Blessing
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 
strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.
Mothering God, you gathered us 
to your table and we drank deeply 
of your grace. Send us out by your 
Spirit to love our neighbors as 

ourselves and proclaim your love  
in Jesus’ name.
Amen.

Sending for the Trinity Mission Trip Participants

Blessing
The love of God abound in you;
the grace of our Savior Jesus Christ fill your hearts;
and the life of the Spirit
+ bless you and give you peace.
Amen.

Please stand 
in body or spirit.
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Sending Hymn
Will You Come and Follow Me	 ELW 798

Face the processional 
cross, turning as it 

passes you.

Text: John L. Bell, 
b. 1949

Music: 
KELVINGROVE, 
Scottish traditional

Text © 1987 
Iona Community, 

GIA Publications. Inc. 
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Dismissal
Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude
Praise and Rejoice	 Robin Dinda
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Communion Instructions	

All who trust that Jesus Christ is present in this holy meal are invited to receive communion.

Please follow the direction of the usher; if your pew is located on one of the side aisles, walk to 
the rear of the sanctuary. Two lines will form in the center aisle. The left line will commune at 
the left side of the altar rail; the right line will commune on the right side.

When you reach the front of the sanctuary, there are serving trays located on the tables. Please 
choose either an empty glass to receive wine, or, if you prefer, a prefilled glass in the center ring 
containing grape juice. After taking your cup, proceed to the rail. Fill in around the rail from 
the center to the ends. You may stand or kneel as is your preference.

The pastor will give you a piece of bread; eat it when you receive it. If you prefer a gluten free 
alternative, please inform the pastor.

Then, an assistant will come to offer wine from a pouring chalice. Please extend your glass to be 
filled with wine or indicate that you have grape juice. After drinking the wine or juice, you are 
welcome to remain in place for a moment of meditation.

After you finish your time of reflection, please return to your pew, depositing your empty glass 
in the trays located on the tables at the head of the side aisles.

Leading our Worship Today
Presiding Minister	 Pr. Hans E. Becklin
Assisting Minister		 Deaconess Deborah Graf
Organist	 Sandra Sittler
Lector		  Steve Welz
Communion Assistant		  Amy Litvinov
Acolyte		  Avery Mazur
Greeter	 Anita Dolak

Ushers		 Jennifer Mazur, Amy Reinsel 
Media Team	 Anna Litvinov, Abbie Smith, 

Jennifer Smith 
Altar Guild	  Linda Grim, Erica Hofmann,

Amy Litvinov, Cheryl Moody, Doris Strobel
Worship Planners		  Program Staff

Worship Sponsors 
These offerings help to defray the cost of altar flowers and the television broadcast.

Miles & Betty Dechant 
In loving memory of Miles’ parents, Miles B.  

and Dorothy K. Dechant



Sunday, June 22
10:00 am
 	 Sunday worship - Nave

11:15 am
	 Coffee & Conversation - Hintz Room
	 Lighthouse Center Planning Meeting
		  Welcome Center

2:00 pm
	 Common Ground Worship and Meal

Tuesday, June 24
9:30 am
	 Staff Meeting

6:30 pm
	 Trinity Serves at Opportunity House

Wednesday, June 25
12:00 pm
	 Courtyard cafe

Thursday, June 26
7:00 pm
	 First Floor Renovation Meeting 
		  Welcome Center	

Sunday, June 29
10:00 am
 	 Sunday worship - Nave

11:15 am
	 Coffee & Conversation - Hintz Room
	 Evangelism and Media Committee Meeting
		  Welcome Center

2:00 pm
	 Common Ground Worship and Meal

Steeple Notes
Steeple Notes is our bi-monthly news publication 
which includes news about our church community, 
updates on ministries and outreach programs, and 
articles that foster spiritual growth and connection.
Print editions are usually available in 
the Narthex. You may also read our 
digital edition by scanning this QR 
code.

Sources and Permissions
Liturgical components are from Sundays and Seasons 
© 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress 
Liturgies. Annual License #22196. Hymns reprinted 
under ONE LICENSE #A-727586.

Worship Attendance
Sunday, June 15: 88


