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MIRRI-ERIC is the European research infrastructure dedicated to ena-
bling a greener, healthier, and more sustainable world by responsibly 
preserving, characterising, providing, and valorising microbial resour-
ces.

By offering access to harmonised, high-quality microbial resources 
and services, as well as scientific and regulatory expertise in a single 
access point, MIRRI-ERIC accelerates research and innovation in the bi-
osciences and bioindustry while supporting users through tailored ex-
pert guidance.
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MIRRI-ERIC is a distributed European Strategy Forum on Research In-
frastructures landmark. Its governance structure ensures effective de-
cision-making and strategic oversight, comprising several decision-
making and operational bodies.

This governance structure ensures that MIRRI-ERIC operates trans-
parently and efficiently to support research and innovation in microbio-
logy and biotechnology.

On the right, two moments highlight the work of the Assembly of Mem-
bers and the National Coordinators Forum during 2025.

The National Coordinators Forum 
(NCF) meets remotely between six 
to eight times a year. In 2025, this 
governance body met in person in 
Riga, Latvia (top left). The NCF is 
composed of the Executive Director 
(ED), National Coordinators, and up 
to two experts from each National 
Node. This group supports the ED, 
contributes to the Work Programme 
and budget, and ensures interaction 
between MIRRI-ERIC and partners.

The Assembly of Members (AoM) 
is the decision-making body of 
MIRRI-ERIC, composed of delegates 
from each Member and Observer 
country. It determines MIRRI-ERIC’s 
strategy, governance, and develop-
ment as a research infrastructure. In 
2025, the AoM held two in-person 
ordinary meetings: one in June, in 
Riga, Latvia, and another in Decem-
ber in Braga, Portugal.
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2025 marked the consolidati-
on and strategic growth of 
MIRRI-ERIC. Across the organi-
sation, we strengthened our 
CCU, supported the internal go-
vernance of our National No-
des, and initiated a major step 
forward in the professionalisa-
tion of our service provision. 
These efforts reinforce MIRRI-
ERIC as a key European resear-
ch infrastructure for microbial 
resources and associated data.

We were proud to welcome 
Italy as a new Member. Romania 
renewed its observership, whi-
le Spain expanded their Natio-
nal Node. With 46 partners now 
spanning eight European coun-
tries, our scientific and geo-
graphic footprint continues to 
grow, broadening capacity to 
serve Europe’s research and 
innovation.

Our CCU team also expanded 
significantly, with the recruit-
ment of a Chief Operations Offi-
cer and a Communication and 
Impact Officer, and with the se-
condment of a Secretary and an 
Access Officer from the Univer-
sity of Minho. The strengthening 
of operational capacity is es-
sential as we develop and im-
plement our services.

Through discussions on data 

management, FAIR principles 
and open science, we prepared 
a roadmap that will shape our 
digital infrastructure for years.

Looking ahead, 2026 will 
bring opportunities for commu-
nity building. The launch of the 
MIRRI-ERIC Voices webinar will 
give the floor to our partners to 
showcase their work in the Eu-
ropean research landscape, 
and foster knowledge exchan-
ge. Continued support of the 
Assembly of Members (AoM) 
and the National Coordinators 
Forum will enhance excellence, 
innovation, socioeconomic im-
pact and industry engagement.

For the first time in its history, 
MIRRI-ERIC will undergo a sci-
entific evaluation in 2026, and 
preparations will begin for the 
ESFRI assessment scheduled 
for early 2027. These milesto-
nes demonstrate our maturity 
as a research infrastructure.

In 2026, a new leadership will 
take over the AoM: Dr Michel-
Yves Mistou (France) as Chair, 
and Mr Adil Ennaji (Belgium) 
and Prof. Paula Morais (Portu-
gal) as Vice-Chairs. It has been 
an honour to serve as Chair and 
I wish the new team success.

Marleen Bosschaerts
Assembly of Members Chair
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MIRRI-ERIC's activities in 2025 were guided by the Strategic Objectives 
and activities defined in the MIRRI-ERIC Work Programme 2024–2028, 
presented on the page on the right.

These objectives are shaping the development of the infrastructure, 
structuring its operations and services, and strengthening engagement 
with users across the scientific and industrial communities.

These ensure alignment between MIRRI-ERIC’s annual activities and 
its long-term mission as a European research infrastructure dedicated 
to microbial resources, supporting users with access to high-quality bi-
ological materials, data integration, and scientific expertise.

In the following pages, highlights of MIRRI-ERIC’s achievements in 
2025 are presented, organised by Strategic Objective.
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The SO1 – Consolidating and Growing the MIRRI-ERIC Network guides 
efforts related to the expansion of the infrastructure through new mem-
bers and partners, strengthening governance, and increasing the visibi-
lity of MIRRI-ERIC and its activities.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC welcomed Italy as a new Member, bringing the 
infrastructure to eight European countries and adding TUCC - Turin Uni-
versity Culture Collection, DBVPG - Industrial Yeasts Collection of the 
University of Perugia, UMCC - UNIMORE Microbial Culture Collection, In-
terlab Cell Line Collection (ICLC) of HSM, and PLAVIT and ITEM from the 
National Research Council (CNR) as MIRRI-ERIC partners.

Alongside the Italian partners integrated through the new National 
Node, MIRRI-ERIC and MIRRI-ES welcomed additional partners: IFAPA – 
Instituto Andaluz de Investigación y Formación Agraria, Pesquera, Ali-
mentaria y de la Producción Ecológica; Fundación MEDINA; and ISCIII – 
Instituto de Salud Carlos III. MIRRI-ERIC now totals 46 partners.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC was featured in 135 pu-
blic presentations across conferences, mee-
tings, scientific events, and other activities. Of 
these, 14 were delivered by the Central Coor-
dinating Unit, while 121 were delivered by Nati-
onal Nodes, reflecting strong engagement, 
coordinated communication, and support to 
Nodes in requests across the infrastructure.

This year, MIRRI-ERIC strengthened internal cohesion, communi-
cation, and coordination across the infrastructure. Regular interac-
tions between the Central Coordinating Unit (CCU) and National No-
des ensured alignment of activities and supported the effective de-
livery of services.
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The SO2 – Strengthening the Scientific and Digital Infrastructure focu-
ses on the consolidation and continuous improvement of MIRRI-ERIC's 
catalogue of microbial resources and catalogue of services, to support 
microbiotechnology academic and industrial research and innovation 
through world-class biological material, data and services.

At the onset of 2025, MIRRI-ERIC organised the MIRRI Information 
System (MIRRI-IS) Retreat, bringing together representatives from Nati-
onal Nodes and the Data Management and Computing Support Group 
(DM&C SG). The meeting aligned the near-future development of the 
MIRRI-IS and defined a shared vision for microbial data annotation, sub-
mission and update to MIRRI database, to enhance its usability and the 
users' experience.

Participants identified common challenges across collections and 
agreed on practical solutions and a common direction. As a result, 
MIRRI-ERIC defined a roadmap to improve how data is prepared, valida-
ted, and shared across the network.

The retreat strengthened collaboration across MIRRI-ERIC, ensuring 
all collections, regardless their technical capacity, contribute to and be-
nefit from the development of a shared European data infrastructure.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC partners' publicati-
ons have grown more than 50% when com-
pared with the previous year

MIRRI-ERIC involvement in projects such as Microbes-4-Climate 
or MALDIBANK, among others, contributes to SO2 by strengthening 
MIRRI-ERIC's infrastructure, services and data capacity. They enable 
the development of MIRRI-IS and data workflows, expand access to 
services and facilities, and integrate complementary expertise 
across RIs. They drive the adoption of FAIR data principles, improve 
service delivery and user access and reinforce interoperability and 
RI visibility. For more information, consult pages 32-35.

Driving Quality and Trust through Standardisation
Engagement with ISO/TC 276, particularly within Working Group 2 (WG2) 

on biobanks and bioresources, continued in 2025 through MIRRI-ERIC's 
longstanding role as a Category A liaison. In this capacity, MIRRI-ERIC 
contributes to the development of international standards by reviewing 
draft documents and sharing them with its community to gather input.

A new connection with ISO emerged in 2025 within the MALDIBANK 
project, regarding the establishment of a second Ca-
tegory A liaison with ISO/TC 276/SC1 (Analytical me-
thods). MALDIBANK proposal on the identification of 
microbial species by MALDI-TOF-MS is expected to 
be discussedin 2026, offering an additional opportu-
nity for MIRRI-ERIC to contribute to standardisation 
efforts in analytical methods.
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The SO3 – Empowering Users and Building Capacity frames MIRRI-
ERIC's work on access to services, support to researchers and industry, 
and strengthening the operational capacity of the Central Coordination 
Unit and the National Nodes.

The year started with the arrival of a Secretary, Elisabete Machado, 
replacing Ana João Ferreira, as an in-kind contribution of the University 
of Minho. During the year, MIRRI-ERIC strengthened its Human Resour-
ces by recruiting a Chief of Operations Officer, Ashley Novais, in March, 
and a Communication and Impact Officer, Sara Sofia Gonçalves, in May, 
reinforcing coordination, improving communication, and increasing sup-
port to users and National Nodes.

In December, MIRRI-ERIC opened a vacancy for a Science Officer un-
der the MALDIBANK project. This role is expected to strengthen both 
operational and scientific capacity in 2026.

Service provision and user engagement remained central. In 2025, 
MIRRI-ERIC distributed 13.300 biological material samples and suppor-
ted 5.048 granted proposals for access to facilities. Training and educa-
tion activities reached 7.021 participants. In some partners, users from 
non-EU countries represented up to 78% of total users. Engagement 
with industry continued to grow. For some partners, users associated 
with industry were up to 67% of total user base. MIRRI-ERIC held 1.210 
meetings with users and delivered 330 support sessions to researchers.

Strengthening Industry engagement
MIRRI-BE strengthened collaboration with the private sector through 

structured contractual models. These enabled repeated access to servi-
ces, secure material management, and scalable collaboration pathways. 
The Belgian National Node of MIRRI-ERIC established nine framework 
contracts, five TPM contracts, one safe deposit contract, and one distri-
bution agreement.

67%

78%

67%Up to

Up to

1.210
330
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Non-EU countries officially collaborating with MIRRI-ERIC

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC contributed to key European policy initiaves 
trough coordinated responses developed with its National Nodes. Four 
major policy-making surveys counted with MIRRI-ERIC inputs, namely 
the EU Biotech Act, coordinated by EuropaBio; the Circular Economy Act 
(CEA) and the European Research Area (ERA) Act, both consultations 
from the European Comission (EC); and the Public Survey on the Charter 
of Access for Industrial Users to Research & Technology Infrastructures, 
also from the EC. MIRRI-ERIC ensured alignment of contributions across 
its network, strengthening its role as a representative voice for microbi-
al resources in Europe.

MIRRI-ERIC remained actively engaged in the ERIC 
Forum 2, contributing to regular coordination mee-
tings, joint statements, and project activities, streng-
thening collaboration among ERICs, supporting align-
ment with ESFRI and European priorities, and reinfor-
cing MIRRI-ERIC’s role within the European Research 
Area. It contributs to visibility and impact of RIs.

Aligned with ESFRI, MIRRI-ERIC contributed to 
strategic actions and policy priorities supporting 
high-quality research and innovation. Thus, streng-
thened coordinated access to microbial resources 
and reinforcing MIRRI-ERIC’s role in a integrated and 
competitive European RI landscape.
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Enhancing Access Pro-
vision and User Reach
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MIRRI-ERIC recognises the social responsibility to de-
monstrate the socioeconomic impact of its work and to provi-
de evidence of the use of public funding. MIRRI-ERIC continu-
ed to monitor its activities, work, and achievements through 
the ESFRI Performance Monitoring tool. The data collected 
based on ESFRI's indicators supports the assessment of per-
formance across the infrastructure.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC started to work on its socioeconomic 
impact strategy, building it based on a collaborative and itera-
tive dynamic, which concluded in a first draft published at the 
end of the year.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC advanced discussions on the development of a 
coordinated Quality Management System (QMS). Following the June Na-
tional Coordinators Forum (NCF) meeting, partners agreed on a structu-
red approach to assess existing quality practices across collections. A 
survey was identified as a key tool to map current capacities, gaps, and 
guide future training and harmonisation actions. This work lays the foun-
dation for a long-term QMS service to be coordinated by MIRRI-ERIC.

The development of the MIRRI-ERIC Scientific Work Programme 2028–
2032 was launched in September 2025 through a structured and partici-
patory process led by the NCF. This phase defined the strategic fra-
mework and core orientations of the programme, with National Nodes 
contributing to the identification of priorities, needs, and opportunities.

Progress from 2024 to 2025 reflects the collective growth of the RI. 
The number of biological material samples distributed increased 26,7% 
when compared to 2024. Training activities also expanded, going from 
less than 300 hours of training delivered in 2024 to reaching more than 
4 thousand hours in 2025. These results reflect continued investment in 
service delivery, user support, and the strengthening of the distributed 
network.
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MIRRI-FR got together at the 
General Assembly of the Micro-

bial Pillar of RARe, in Brest 
(FR). The group was captured 

on the photo on the right

France is a founding member of MIRRI-
ERIC and MIRRI-FR coordinates partners 
under two institutions: National Research 
Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environ-
ment (INRAE) and Institut Pasteur (IP).

All MIRRI-FR partners participated in the 
RARe and the corresponding Microbial Pillar 
General Assemblies. These meetings 
strengthened collaboration among microbi-
ologists and coordination between national 
microbial resource centres.
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Spain is a founding Member of MIRRI-
ERIC and hosts the Collaborative Working 
Environment Hub, at the University of Va-
lencia, supporting cooperation and data in-
tegration across the infrastructure. MIRRI-
ES comprises the Ministry of Science and 
Innovation, LifeWatch-ERIC’s common faci-
lity in Spain, and leading institutions in mi-
crobial biotechnology. In 2025, the Node ex-
panded with the addition of three new part-
ners.

The 12th International Euro-Ali-
ment International Symposium, 
in Galați, focused on "Food Sus-
tainability Challenges and Solu-
tions", hosted by the Faculty of 
Food Science and Engineering, 

University "Dunărea de Jos"
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In 2025, MIRRI-ES contributed to the EU-LAC ResInfra Plus project 
trough two main activities. Aurora Zuzuarregui, from CECT-UVEG, parti-
cipated in the activity "Oportunidades y desafíos de la Ciencia abierta en-
tre Europa y América Latina: los datos y las infraestructuras en el centro 
del ecosistema" (Montevideo, Uruguary, May 2025), which addressed the 
role of research data and infrastructures, identified opportunities for 
EU-LAC cooperation, and highlighted key challenges.

MIRRI-ES was involved in the study visit and capacity-building pro-
gramme at CECT, where expertise on microbial resource centre mana-
gement, quality standards, and infrastructure practices was shared with 
participants from Latin America and Caribbean.

As a success example of this collaboration and participation, the rese-
archer Sergio de los Santos Villalobos, from Colección de Microorganis-
mos Edáficos y Endófitos Nativos (COLMENA), Instituto Tecnológico de 
Sonora, México, presented a Transnational Access (TNA) proposal for 
the 1st call of the Microbes-4-Climate project and his project has been 
awarded.
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In February, Bioindustry 4.0 held its 2nd Annual Meeting in Barcelona (Spain)
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IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
(amout in Euros)

2025
Portugal
In-kind
In-Cash

Spain
In-kind

86.646,00
50.000,00

52.574,40
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CF (p. 35); BEA (p. 40)
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