




mailto:info@mirri-eric.eu
https://www.mirri-eric.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mirri-eric

10
12
14
16
18
20
22
24
25
26
217
28
29
30
31
32
34
38
41
44

MIRRI-ERIC at a Glance
Governance and People
Annual Foreword
2025 Highlights
Achievements
S01. Consolidating and Growing
S02. Strengthening
S03. Empowering
S04. Leveraging
Collective Growth
Belgium
France
Greece
ltaly
Latvia
Portugal
Romania
Spain
Coordinating H-E Projects
Other Projects
Financial Statements
Auditor's Report
Acknowledgements and Credits


mailto:info@mirri-eric.eu
https://www.mirri-eric.eu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/mirri-eric

MIRRI-ERIC at a Glance

S Ll

- &~

L Microbial Strains Book Services Training &

@ Resources and Catalogue Education

; Data Catalogue Gateway
180.000+ Strains 90+ Services

6.000+ Plasmids



A =

7 Members 46 Partners Headquarters
1 Observer (Braga, Portugal)

We are

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC had
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a 5 Central Coordinating Unit (CCU) staff members

i

6 H-E Projects participated by our partners

2 H-E Projects coordinated by MIRRI-ERIC
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The Assembly of Members (AoM)
is the decision-making body of
MIRRI-ERIC, composed of delegates
from each Member and Observer
country. It determines MIRRI-ERIC’s
strategy, governance, and develop-
ment as a research infrastructure. In
2025, the AoM held two in-person
ordinary meetings: one in June, in
Riga, Latvia, and another in Decem-
ber in Braga, Portugal.

The National Coordinators Forum
(NCF) meets remotely between six
to eight times a year. In 2025, this
governance body met in person in
Riga, Latvia (top left). The NCF is
composed of the Executive Director
(ED), National Coordinators, and up
to two experts from each National
Node. This group supports the ED,
contributes to the Work Programme
and budget, and ensures interaction
between MIRRI-ERIC and partners.

About us



Foreword

2025 marked the consolidati-
on and strategic growth of
MIRRI-ERIC. Across the organi-
sation, we strengthened our
CCU, supported the internal go-
vernance of our National No-
des, and initiated a major step
forward in the professionalisa-
tion of our service provision.
These efforts reinforce MIRRI-
ERIC as akey Europeanresear-
ch infrastructure for microbial
resources and associated data.

We were proud to welcome
Italy as anew Member. Romania
renewed its observership, whi-
le Spain expanded their Natio-
nal Node. With 46 partners now
spanning eight European coun-
tries, our scientific and geo-
graphic footprint continues to
grow, broadening capacity to
serve Europe’s research and
innovation.

Our CCU team also expanded
significantly, with the recruit-
ment of a Chief Operations Offi-
cer and a Communication and
Impact Officer, and with the se-
condment of a Secretary and an
Access Officer from the Univer-
sity of Minho. The strengthening
of operational capacity is es-
sential as we develop and im-
plement our services.

Through discussions on data

management, FAIR principles
and open science, we prepared
a roadmap that will shape our
digital infrastructure for years.

Looking ahead, 2026 will
bring opportunities for commu-
nity building. The launch of the
MIRRI-ERIC Voices webinar will
give the floor to our partners to
showcase their work in the Eu-
ropean research landscape,
and foster knowledge exchan-
ge. Continued support of the
Assembly of Members (AoM)
and the National Coordinators
Forum will enhance excellence,
innovation, socioeconomic im-
pact and industry engagement.

Forthefirsttimeinits history,
MIRRI-ERIC will undergo a sci-
entific evaluation in 2026, and
preparations will begin for the
ESFRI assessment scheduled
for early 2027. These milesto-
nes demonstrate our maturity
as a research infrastructure.

In 2026, a new leadership will
take over the AoM: Dr Michel-
Yves Mistou (France) as Chair,
and Mr Adil Ennaji (Belgium)
and Prof. Paula Morais (Portu-
gal) as Vice-Chairs. It has been
an honour to serve as Chair and
| wish the new team success.

Marleen Bosschaerts

Assembly of Members Chair



Statement

MIRRI-ERIC advancedin con-
solidating its structure and sci-
entific and technological capa-
bilities, expanding the role as a
pan-Europeanresearchinfras-
tructure. Guided by 2024-2028
Work Programme, and despite
financial constraints, our ef-
forts centred on reinforcing
CCU, supporting National No-
des (NN) development, and ac-
celerating consolidation of the
MIRRI Information System and
Collaborative Working Environ-
ment. We also devoted signifi-
cant attention to coordinating
the H-E projects Microbes-4-
Climate and MALDIBANK, both
showing strong early impact.

A major milestone in our en-
largement strategy was Italy
joining MIRRI-ERIC, expanding
our membership to eight coun-
tries and bringing microbial re-
sources, expertise,andIT capa-
city into a single access point.
We launched a new website,
strengthened our presence in
international fora, actively con-
tributed to scientific and policy
discussions, and had several
peer-reviewed articles autho-
red across MIRRI-ERIC com-
munity published. These achie-
vements denote a maturing or-
ganisation gaining traction.

The year highlighted ongoing
challenges. Stable funding re-
mains insufficient to fully meet
MIRRI-ERIC's statutory missi-
on, limiting our ability to recruit
key staff, such as a dedicated
Access Officer, and constrai-
ning delivery of a comprehensi-
ve service portfolio. Despite
reinforcing CCU, the increasing
workload shows the need for
further specialised roles and
clearer in-kind contribution
mechanisms. National culture
collections also require ade-
quate investment to harmonise
quality and data management
practices, enabling MIRRI-ERIC
to evolve from a network into a
dynamic infrastructure. For
2026, MIRRI-ERIC must sustain
momentum while taking steps
to secure long-term sustaina-
bility and scientific impact.

My appreciation to the AoM,
NN, partners, CCU, Advisory
Board, users, and citizens sup-
porting and benefiting from our
mission. Together, we build a
robust infrastructure to advan-
ce research and innovation in
microbiotechnology, contribu-
ting to Europe's strategic prio-
rities and sustainability goals.

Ana Portugal Melo, PhD
Executive Director

Annual Foreword



2025 Highlights

® 2
ERIC Forum COO joined

Annual Meeting B CIO joined
@ MRRIERIC MIRRI-ERIC
General Assembly
P 1 year of M4C
MIRRI-IS B
Retreat StUdy Visit
EU-LAC Resinfra
ltaly as new Plus Project
® Member ®
Secretary @ .MALDIBAN.K
: ined 3 partners Kickoff Meeting
" joined MIRRI-ES
AoM and NCF

in Riga

January
February
March
April
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ERIC Forum

Annual Meeting - -'.@:- """"ffa,:_

ECCO XLIII
Conference AoM
in Braga
Food System
IFIB Microbiomes
Conference
Conference
&
& Socioeconomic
New website impact strategy
started

LifeWatch ERIC
BEeS Conference

August
September
October

July
November

December

—
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SO1

SO

S03

SO

Consolidating and Growing MIRRI-
ERIC Network

Expansion of the infrastructure through new
members and partners, strengthening gover-
nance and increasing the visibility of MIRRI-ERIC
activities.

Strengthening Scientific and Digital

Infrastructure

Development of MIRRI-ERIC catalogues, integra-
tion of microbial resources and support to rese-
arch through high-quality biological material and
data.

Empowering Users and Building Ca-
pacity

Access to services, support to researchers and
industry, and reinforcement of the operational

capacity of the Central Coordinating Unit and Na-
tional Nodes.

Leveraging Partnerships and Positio-
ning MIRRI-ERIC

Engagement with European initiatives, research
infrastructures and strategic partnerships to
strengthen MIRRI-ERIC’s role in the research in-
frastructure ecosystem.

13

Achievements



Consolidating and Growing

The SO1 - Consolidating and Growing the MIRRI-ERIC Network guides
efforts related to the expansion of the infrastructure through new mem-
bers and partners, strengthening governance, and increasing the visibi-
lity of MIRRI-ERIC and its activities.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC welcomed Italy as a new Member, bringing the
infrastructure to eight European countries and adding TUCC - Turin Uni-
versity Culture Collection, DBVPG - Industrial Yeasts Collection of the
University of Perugia, UMCC - UNIMORE Microbial Culture Collection, In-
terlab Cell Line Collection (ICLC) of HSM, and PLAVIT and ITEM from the
National Research Council (CNR) as MIRRI-ERIC partners.

Alongside the Italian partners integrated through the new National
Node, MIRRI-ERIC and MIRRI-ES welcomed additional partners: IFAPA -
Instituto Andaluz de Investigacion y Formacion Agraria, Pesquera, Ali-
mentaria y de la Produccion Ecoldgica; Fundacion MEDINA; and ISCIII -
Instituto de Salud Carlos Ill. MIRRI-ERIC now totals 46 partners.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC was featured in 135 pu-
blic presentations across conferences, mee-
tings, scientific events, and other activities. Of
these, 14 were delivered by the Central Coor-
dinating Unit, while 121 were delivered by Nati-
onal Nodes, reflecting strong engagement,
coordinated communication, and support to
Nodes in requests across the infrastructure.

14



O MRRILERIC

[ view as admin

Innovations in Health & Food, Agre-Food and
Environmaent & Energy

Research Servees - Brapa, Portugal « 8K folowers -

D0 not mins this event!
MIRERI-ERIC invites the community 1o the

In October 2025, MIRRI-ERIC laun-
ched its new website. The new plat-
form prioritises the user experience

and offers a modern and clean
overview of consortium's mission
and values, activities and news,
bringing the microbial community
closer to MIRRI-ERIC

Followers on LinkedIn
+19% when compared with 2024

Impressions on LinkedlIn

Page Views on LinkedIn

Website users 15965

+67% when compared with 2024

Website Page Views 65247

UNLEASHI
MICROBIAL

World-Class Microbial Resources Driving
Innovation in Biosclences and Biaindustry

WHAT WE OFFER

© & 8 @

The numbers mentioned above were collected on 31 December 2025




Strengthening

The SO2 - Strengthening the Scientific and Digital Infrastructure focu-
ses on the consolidation and continuous improvement of MIRRI-ERIC's
catalogue of microbial resources and catalogue of services, to support
microbiotechnology academic and industrial research and innovation
through world-class biological material, data and services.

At the onset of 2025, MIRRI-ERIC organised the MIRRI Information
System (MIRRI-IS) Retreat, bringing together representatives from Nati-
onal Nodes and the Data Management and Computing Support Group
(DM&C SG). The meeting aligned the near-future development of the
MIRRI-IS and defined a shared vision for microbial data annotation, sub-
mission and update to MIRRI database, to enhance its usability and the
users' experience.

Participants identified common challenges across collections and
agreed on practical solutions and a common direction. As a result,
MIRRI-ERIC defined a roadmap to improve how data is prepared, valida-
ted, and shared across the network.

The retreat strengthened collaboration across MIRRI-ERIC, ensuring
all collections, regardless their technical capacity, contribute to and be-
nefit from the development of a shared European data infrastructure.

The MIRRI-IS Retreat happened in Braga (Portugal) in January 2025



'70 51 Page Views on the Catalogue

+57% when compared with 2024 2025 was a year of great growth for the

MIRRI-ERIC Catalogue, with user access to it

2 151 Active Users on Catalogue sizingmore than 50% in comparision with 2024
u

+56% when compared with 2024

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC partners' publicati- Publications 1 037

ons have grown more than 50% when com- B +57% when compared with 2024
pared with the previous year

Driving Quality and Trust through Standardisation

Engagement with ISO/TC 276, particularly within Working Group 2 (WG2)
on biobanks and bioresources, continued in 2025 through MIRRI-ERIC's
longstanding role as a Category A liaison. In this capacity, MIRRI-ERIC
contributes to the development of international standards by reviewing
draft documents and sharing them with its community to gather input.

A new connection with ISO emerged in 2025 within the MALDIBANK
project, regarding the establishment of a second Ca-

tegory A liaison with ISO/TC 276/SC1 (Analytical me- /@\

thods). MALDIBANK proposal on the identification of

microbial species by MALDI-TOF-MS is expected to Iso
be discussedin 2026, offering an additional opportu-

nity for MIRRI-ERIC to contribute to standardisation \®/
efforts in analytical methods.

17



The SO3 - Empowering Users and Building Capacity frames MIRRI-
ERIC's work on access to services, support to researchers and industry,
and strengthening the operational capacity of the Central Coordination
Unit and the National Nodes.

The year started with the arrival of a Secretary, Elisabete Machado,
replacing Ana Joao Ferreira, as an in-kind contribution of the University
of Minho. During the year, MIRRI-ERIC strengthened its Human Resour-
ces by recruiting a Chief of Operations Officer, Ashley Novais, in March,
and a Communication and Impact Officer, Sara Sofia Gongalves, in May,
reinforcing coordination, improving communication, and increasing sup-
port to users and National Nodes.

In December, MIRRI-ERIC opened a vacancy for a Science Officer un-
der the MALDIBANK project. This role is expected to strengthen both
operational and scientific capacity in 2026.

Service provision and user engagement remained central. In 2025,
MIRRI-ERIC distributed 13.300 biological material samples and suppor-
ted 5.048 granted proposals for access to facilities. Training and educa-
tion activities reached 7.021 participants. In some partners, users from
non-EU countries represented up to 78% of total users. Engagement
with industry continued to grow. For some partners, users associated
with industry were up to 67% of total user base. MIRRI-ERIC held 1.210
meetings with users and delivered 330 support sessions to researchers.

%
Upto6 7 O Share of users associated with industry

1 u 21 0 Meetings with users
3 3 0 Support sessions with researchers




l 3 l3 0 0 Samples of biological material distributed
5 m 0 4 8 Granted proposals for access to facilities
7 [ 0 21 People in training and education opportunities
18%
Up to O Share of users from non-EU countries

Strengthening Industry engagement

MIRRI-BE strengthened collaboration with the private sector through
structured contractual models. These enabled repeated access to servi-

ces, secure material management, and scalable collaboration pathways.
The Belgian National Node of MIRRI-ERIC established nine framework
contracts, five TPM contracts, one safe deposit contract, and one distri-
bution agreement.

19



Leveraging

The SO4 — Leveraging Partnerships and Positioning MIRRI-ERIC fore-
sees the engagement with European initiatives, research infrastructures
and strategic partnerships to strengthen MIRRI-ERIC's role in the resear-
ch infrastructure ecosystem.

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC contributed to key European policy initiaves
trough coordinated responses developed with its National Nodes. Four
major policy-making surveys counted with MIRRI-ERIC inputs, namely
the EU Biotech Act, coordinated by EuropaBio; the Circular Economy Act
(CEA) and the European Research Area (ERA) Act, both consultations
from the European Comission (EC); and the Public Survey on the Charter
of Access for Industrial Users to Research & Technology Infrastructures,
also from the EC. MIRRI-ERIC ensured alignment of contributions across
its network, strengthening its role as a representative voice for microbi-
al resources in Europe.

[

wopean |- ElropaBio’

= E
=— Commission

The European Association for Bioindustries



3 8 Non-EU countries officially collaborating with MIRRI-ERIC

77 Participations of MIRRI-ERIC in policy-related Working
Groups, committees and Advisory Boards

Maintaining Key Partnerships

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC continued to play an active role in a broad range of
European projects, reflecting MIRRI-ERIC's strategic priorities. The pro-
jects strengthen collaboration across MIRRI-ERIC's network and showca-
se its impact across multiple scientific and societal domains.

ERIC
FORUM

[N

(NN EOSC

MIRRI-ERIC remained actively engaged in the ERIC
Forum 2, contributing to regular coordination mee-
tings, joint statements, and project activities, streng-
thening collaboration among ERICs, supporting align-
ment with ESFRI and European priorities, and reinfor-
cing MIRRI-ERIC'’s role within the European Research
Area. It contributs to visibility and impact of Ris.

MIRRI-ERIC continued its alignment with the Eu-
ropean Open Science Cloud (EOSC) by advancing
the FAIRification of microbial data and promoting
interoperable digital services.

Aligned with ESFRI, MIRRI-ERIC contributed to
strategic actions and policy priorities supporting
high-quality research and innovation. Thus, streng-
thened coordinated access to microbial resources
and reinforcing MIRRI-ERIC’s role in a integrated and
competitive European Rl landscape.

21



Enhancing Access Pro-
vision and User Reach

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC advanced discussions on the development of a
coordinated Quality Management System (QMS). Following the June Na-
tional Coordinators Forum (NCF) meeting, partners agreed on a structu-
red approach to assess existing quality practices across collections. A
survey was identified as a key tool to map current capacities, gaps, and
guide future training and harmonisation actions. This work lays the foun-
dation for a long-term QMS service to be coordinated by MIRRI-ERIC.

The development of the MIRRI-ERIC Scientific Work Programme 2028-
2032 was launched in September 2025 through a structured and partici-
patory process led by the NCF. This phase defined the strategic fra-
mework and core orientations of the programme, with National Nodes
contributing to the identification of priorities, needs, and opportunities.

Progress from 2024 to 2025 reflects the collective growth of the RI.
The number of biological material samples distributed increased 26,7%
when compared to 2024. Training activities also expanded, going from
less than 300 hours of training delivered in 2024 to reaching more than
4 thousand hours in 2025. These results reflect continued investment in
service delivery, user support, and the strengthening of the distributed
network.

22



Socioeconomic
iImpact monitoring

Number of user requests for access to biological material
Number of user requests/proposals for access to facilities
Number of samples of biological material distributed
Number of granted proposals for access to facilities

Nr of publications based on research using MIRRI-ERIC resources
Number of training and education events delivered

Number of hours of training and education delivered
Number of people using training and education opportunities
Share of users associated with industry

Number of contracts/projects with industry

Presentations delivered referring to MIRRI-ERIC

Meetings with users

Number of website users

Number of website page views

Number of followers on social media

Number of impressions through social media

Number of appearances in media

Number of catalogue records available in MIRRI-ERIC catalogue
Participation in policy-related WG, committees and boards
Support to researchers

Share of users from non-EU countries

Share of trainees from non-EU countries

Share of trainees from EU countries

Number of non-EU countries collaborating with MIRRI-ERIC
Revenues

Number of services available in MIRRI-ERIC portfolio

23

2872
952
13300
5048
1037
183
4197
7021
0-67%
163
135
1210
86669
263995
25096
236501
38
64367
17

330
0-78%
0-100%
0-100%
38
€7,750,535.16
217

Collective growth



Belgium is a founding member of MIRRI-
ERIC, with partner institutions integrated un-

i

l|=l=' der the umbrella of the Belgian Coordinated

'|'|'|' ! Collections of Microorganisms (BCCM).
ll:l' In 2025, MIRRI-BE continued its impactful
work on the European research landscape,
MIRRI with 358 publications based on resources of
ERIC this Node. MIRRI-BE participated in relevant
international events, like World Intellectual
111 BELGIUM Property Organization (WIPO) meeting, Mole-

cular Life of Diatoms, among others.

Rudi Beyaert, director of the
BCCM/GeneCorner Plasmid Col-
lection, ranked for the fourth
consecutive year among the top
1% most cited researchers
worldwide according to Web of
Science.

BCCM-ITM provided microbial
resources used in a study
showing that mycobacterial
RNA remains stable in 70%
ethanol at ambiental tempera-
ture. The findings simplify sam-
ple handling and transport, par-
ticularly in limited infrastructu-
re conditions or laboratories.

24



France is a founding member of MIRRI-

ERIC and MIRRI-FR coordinates partners

§

under two institutions: National Research ll:':ll
Institute for Agriculture, Food and Environ- ||||||'||
ment (INRAE) and Institut Pasteur (IP). hWh!

All MIRRI-FR partners participated in the
RARe and the corresponding Microbial Pillar MIRRI
General Assemblies. These meetings ERIC
strengthened collaboration among microbi-

100 FRANCE

ologists and coordination between national
microbial resource centres.

CIRM-Levures characterised a
strain of AureobdStdium pullulans
with__promisingSproperties=for
cosmetic applicationsin collabo-

CRBIP-CIP contributed to the
description of new bacterial spe-

cies, Pseudoalteromonas holo-
thuriae sp. nov., and to research

ration with an.industrial partner.

The results wereé published~in
Journal of Cosmetic Dermato-

logy.

MIRRI-FR got together at the
General Assembly of the Micro-
bial Pillar of RARe, in Brest
(FR). The group was captured
on the photo on the right

showingthatfreeze-dried bacte-
ria can be identified by MALDI-
TOF MS without prior culturing.




Greece has been a MIRRI-ERIC Member

since 2024 and coordinates the activities of

MIRRI-GR's three partners, Benaki Phytopa-

' thological Institute Collection, Agricultural
College of Athens - Dairy Collection, and Cul-

I
|
[
[
ture collections of the National and Kapodis-

MIRRI trian University of Athens.
ERIC Partners provide services to the Hellenic
Ministry of Agricultural Development and Fo-

100 GREECE od, local government authorities, agricultural
associations, and private farmers.

Benaki Phytopathological Ins-

titute (BPI) contributed to a study -

demonstrating that chitosan na- Arhe,,;ogaf Adricyity,
noparticles loaded with jasmonic ,.':fhby Eff;e'g%:?crion' f:;ffe of
acid (JA-CNPs) activate plant de- ods f:’fj;; Forypm, o,;d,.- :;_ Darp,n-p:f;:
fence mechanisms and reduce der the gciss_;’zfng. ,,,.g';‘;‘;;?: Fo.
Botrytis cinerea severity. The <ton PiEN T,

work highlights sustainable ap-
proach to plant protection, using
eco-friendly nanotechnology to
enhance disease resistance.

National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens (NKUA)
contributed to a study screening
980 actinobacterial strains from
Greek ecosystems, leading to the
identification of bioactive com-
pounds with antioxidant activity
and antiaging potential.
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Italy entered MIRRI-ERIC in 2025. It coordi-

nates microbial research and biotechnologi-

§
cal innovation through the MIRRI-IT Node. .l:l:l'
MIRRI-IT microbial collections supported '|||||=|'
several research studies during the year, 'l:l

providing well-characterised strains and tra-

ceable metadata for reproducible experi- MlRRl

I ENT ERIC
The participation on national and internati-

onal events was high, strengthening the Node 100 ITALY

network.

Francesco Venice, researcher
from TUCC, received the Best
Poster Award at the 17'" Europe-

A new virus affecting mint
(Mint virus C) was identified and
added to the CNR collection, ex-
panding knowledge of the Carla-
virus genus and strengthening
plant-health surveillance.

an Conference on Fungal‘Gene=
tics (Bublin, Ireland), for wonk
on yeasts isolated from Medi-
terranean Sea microplastics.

Komagataeibacter and Lactica- CNR-PLAVIT organised the in-

seibacillus strains, from UMCC ternational conference VIROID
collection, enabled the develop- RAZERGRUTIEERELURVIIGIEELLC
ment of bacterial nanocellulose BAALERLM-EIAN-Talils[lls T[Ty

biomaterials with wound-hea- [REEIERCISRERTIRE R )Y
ling potential. from around the world.

27



Latvia has been a MIRRI-ERIC Member
since 2022, hosting MIRRI-LV, represented

¥

l:l:l by the Microbial Strain Collection of Latvia

. '|||' i together with the Latvian State Forest Rese-
'|=l' arch Institute "Silava". The latter entered
MIRRI-LV in 2024, bringing this 2025 new

MIRR' activites and achievements, as training.

ERIC The majority of microbial strains preser-

ved in MIRRI-LV partners were isolated from

101 LATVIA samples collected in Latvia, ensuring a

strong representation of local biodiversity.

The Node hosted a MIRRI-ERIC

- wicrobia! AoM meeting together with a
ersity 0f 2 osted 2 NCF. Th gt tg thened i

e UnerSHY yecton Pl icn in® . The event strengthened in-

guaanc;‘i‘:s.mgh*°::fg\aa\-ﬁij, ternational cooperation among
\§ p s & .

i\::: eﬁ‘;‘:‘ "‘“‘“d:;pe culture collections, and included
A n -

nd 5 99T - a plenary lecture by Darta Kla-

vina (LSFRI "Silava").

The visit strengthened the na-
tional coordination and instituti-
onal engagement, with visits to
LSFRI"“Silava" and the Institute of
Food Safety, Animal Health and
Environment (BIOR).

The MIRRI-LV events were co-
funded by the project “University
of Latvia and Institutes in the Eu-
ropean Research Area — Excel-
lence in Research and Collabo-
ration".
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Portugal hosts the statutory seat of MIRRI-
ERIC and has been a Member since 2022, hos-
ting the MIRRI-PT.

In 2025, MIRRI-PT culture collections ex-
tended their microbial catalogue. Among

others, MUM received deposits of new fungal
species, enabling researchers to meet inter-
national requirements, and PYCC receiving
ex-type cultures associated with several new
yeast species, confirming its role as a refe-
rence culture collection.

MIRRI

ERIC

111 PORTUGAL

MIRRI-PT partner coordinated
the plenary meeting of the Lu-
sophone Network -of. Biobanks

and Biotagical Collections, rein=
forcing «collaboration beiweén
Portuguese-speaking countries

Nelson Lima, from Micoteca da
Universidade do Minho - MUM, was
awarded the Professor Nicolau van
Uden Prize, during the international

Microbiotec'25 congress, held in
Ponta Delgada (Portugal)

BIOTROP participated in seve-
ral international events in 2025,
including the Congress of Micro-
biology and Biotechnology in
Ponta Delgada and MEDTROP
2025 in Brazil, contributing to
scientific exchange in microbio-
logy and global health.




Romania has been a MIRRI-ERIC Observer

since 2024, hosting MIRRI-RO, which coordi-

0
||:|:| nates MIRRI-ERIC activities for Partners wi-
l.l|l|l=l thin the country. The Romanian consortium
'|=|| comprises several Microbial Resource Cen-

ters from universities and research institu-
MlRRl tes, collectively maintaining approximately

4.000 microbial strains. These have been iso-
lated from diverse Romanian environments,
111 ROMANIA including soil, polluted areas, extreme habi-
tats, and the Black Sea.

ERIC

_ , ICCF organised the 2™ edition
The 12" International Euro-Ali- .
ment International Symposium, of the International Conference

in Galati, focused on "Food Sus- "Medicines between/Information
tainability Challenges and Solu-

tions", hosted by the Faculty of

and Life Sciences”, bringing to-
Food Science and Engineering, gether researchers and industry

University "Dunarea de Jos" :
representatives.

A yeast strain from CMII-ICCF
was used to produce biosurfac-
tants from waste frying oil, de-
monstrating antimicrobial po-
tential with applications in the
medical, pharmaceutical and fo-
od sectors.




Spain is a founding Member of MIRRI-
ERIC and hosts the Collaborative Working

Environment Hub, at the University of Va- l':'l

lencia, supporting cooperation and data in- HHHN
. . HHH

tegration across the infrastructure. MIRRI- 'lll'

ES comprises the Ministry of Science and |

Innovation, LifeWatch-ERIC’'s common faci-

lity in Spain, and leading institutions in mi- MIRR'

crobial biotechnology. In 2025, the Node ex- ERIC

panded with the addition of three new part- 111 SPAIN

The first vegetable broth with
algae was officially presented, a
product developed by the Canari-
an company Ecolagenin collabo-

Fundacion MEDINA reported
several publications describing
novel bioactive metabolites pro-
duced by bacterial and fungal
strains. These studies include
discovery of new antibiotics and
antimicrobial compounds.

ration with the MIRRI-ES partner
Spanish Algae-.Bank (BEA) and
the University of Las Palmas /de
Gran Canaria (ULPGC).
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e representatiV
cecT, as MIRRL B R esinra PLus

oject EU-LAC
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¥ MICROBES Coordinating

L 4C|.|MATE

Until 31 Budget
January
2029 14.5M€

In 2025, the project reached a major milestone with the completion of
its first reporting period and the launch of the 1' TNA call. Following eli-
gibility checks and scientific evaluation, 23 projects were granted access
to the distributed infrastructure services.

The 1** TNA call of Micro- %
bes-4-Climate attracted
26 applications from re-
searchers representing
20 countries (marked wi-
th dark green) across
Europe and beyond




H-E Projects

MALDIBANK

Until 30 Budget
April 2029 9.8M€

—

In 2025, the project officially started with the MALDIBANK kick-off meeting (see photo). This marked
the beginning of collaborative work across participating infrastructures and microbial collections.
- _— B e /4




Other projects

\ 4= ﬁ
Horizon Europe - INFRA-2021-SERV-01-03
e rv September 2022 - August 2027
Total budget: €15 million
Coordinator: AnaEE-ERIC / CNRS

.- > MIRRI-ERIC partners involved
/ N - .’-' s par ners invoilvea:
(./ ‘; I : \V" BCCM-MUCL and CIRM-INRAE

In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC partners, notably CIRM-INRAE and BCCM-MUCL,
strengthened their role within AgroServ through the award of nine TNA
services across two competitive calls. These services supported research
teams working on plant health, sustainable agriculture, and microbial-
based solutions to environmental stress.

Access provided by MIRRI-ERIC partners focused on high-value micro-
bial resources and expertise. This included fungal and bacterial strains,
antimicrobial activity testing, genetic and metabolic characterisation of
plant-associated microbiota, andinvitro cultivation of arbuscular mycorr-
hizal fungi. Several projects reached completion or near-completion, whi-
le others progressed into advanced implementation phases, including
training activities.

The supported projects addressed key agroecological challenges. These
include biocontrol of plant pathogens, improvement of crop resilience un-
der drought and abiotic stress, development of biofertilisers, and optimi-
sation of microbial-based agricultural inputs. Through these services,
MIRRI partners enabled users to access specialised infrastructures and
knowledge not available at national level.

This contribution highlights MIRRI-ERIC's capacity to translate microbi-
alresourcesinto applied solutions, supporting the transition towards mo-
re sustainable and resilient agricultural systems.
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‘l""lo“ Horizon Europe - INFRA-2023-DEV01

‘4/’ .'::::::31%. December 2023 - December 2025

," 000009060 Total budget: £€750,000

(‘ ..”..."m‘ Coordinator: Min. de Ciencia, Innovacion y Universidades
( ReSInfraPIus MIRRI-ERIC partners involved:

CECT-UVEG

In 2025, MIRRI-ES contributed to the EU-LAC ReslInfra Plus project
trough two main activities. Aurora Zuzuarregui, from CECT-UVEG, parti-
cipated in the activity "Oportunidades y desafios de la Ciencia abierta en-
tre Europa y América Latina: los datos y las infraestructuras en el centro
del ecosistema" (Montevideo, Uruguary, May 2025), which addressed the
role of research data and infrastructures, identified opportunities for
EU-LAC cooperation, and highlighted key challenges.

MIRRI-ES was involved in the study visit and capacity-building pro-
gramme at CECT, where expertise on microbial resource centre mana-
gement, quality standards, and infrastructure practices was shared with
participants from Latin America and Caribbean.

As a success example of this collaboration and participation, the rese-
archer Sergio de los Santos Villalobos, from Coleccion de Microorganis-
mos Edaficos y Endofitos Nativos (COLMENA), Instituto Tecnoldgico de
Sonora, México, presented a Transnational Access (TNA) proposal for
the 1*t call of the Microbes-4-Climate project and his project has been
awarded.
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January 2023 - December 2027

Total budget: €9.5 million

Coordinator: INRAE

MIRRI-ERIC partners involved: CECT-UVEG

/- S\
(_(L /1 C\\ Horizon Europe - INFRA-2022-TECH-01-01

o1
Bioindustry4.0

MIRRI-ES contributed to the Bioindustry 4.0 project by developing a
common microbial data structure, including schema and validation, to im-
prove interoperability across culture collections. It has also expanded
available data by adding new physiological information from CECT-UVEG
strains not yet included in the MIRRI-ERIC catalogue.

This work builds on the MIRRI-ERIC standard and aims to involve addi-
tional international culture collections towards a global reference model.

Overall, it strengthens communication between collections and sup-
ports more efficient data exchange, collaboration, and access to microbial
resources through shared digital tools and standards, contributing to the
FAIRification of the MIRRI-ERIC catalogue and beyond.

In February, Bioindustry 4.0 held its 2" Annual Meeting in Barcelona (Spain)
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In 2025, MIRRI-ERIC expanded its engagement across a diverse portfo-
lio of European initiatives, reinforcing its role within the European ecosys-
tem.The portfolio includes key collaborations contributing to strategic do-
mains, such health, agriculture, biotechnology, and Rl coordination.

Through these projects, MIRRI-ERIC supports access to microbial re-
sources, expertise, and services across borders. Its contribution focuses
on enabling transnational access, improving data interoperability, and
aligning service provision with user needs.

Participation in these initiatives also strengthens collaboration with
other European research infrastructures, fostering alignment on stan-
dards, policies, and operational practices. This supports the development
of harmonised approaches to access, data management, and service de-
livery across the Rl landscape.

These projects expand MIRRI-ERIC's engagement with stakeholders, in-
cluding researchers, industry partners, and policymakers, shaping Euro-
pean frameworks in areas such as One Health, bioeconomy, and research
infrastructure sustainability, while reinforcing MIRRI-ERIC's strategic fo-
cus on leveraging partnerships, increasing visibility, and strengthening its
position as a key contributor to European research and innovation.

Horizon Europe - INFRA-2021-EMERGENCY-02

\'{l . March 2022 - March 2025
ISID’O .R e Total budget: €21 million
& Coordinator: ERINHA
.,:\T . MIRRI-ERIC partners involved:

Institut Pasteur and University of Minho

Horizon Europe - INFRA-2021-SERV-01-02

W September 2022 - August 2025
ff % CQnSERV TotI:l budget: €14.9 miﬁion
‘él k. oce rvscrch s Coordinator- BBMRI-ERIC
— ‘ - MIRRI-ERIC partners involved:
University of Minho
Horizon Europe - INFRA-2022-TECH-01-01
6‘ February 2023 - January 2027
_ H ;‘:{I’C"ﬁggﬁ Total budget: €5.8 million
[} Siebaisbins (RT) Coordinator: AIT
' ‘ MIRRI-ERIC partners involved:
CIRM-INRAE

Horizon Europe - INFRA-2023-ERIC-ARTIS-IBA
v d E R I September 2023 - August 2027
— Total budget: €3 million
Coordinator: BBMRI-ERIC
— FORUM MIRRI-ERIC contribution:

In-kind contribution (2024-ongoing)
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Financial Statements

INCOME STATEMENT
(Amount in Euros)

315t December

Sales and services rendered

Subsidies, donations and grants for operating activities
External supplies and services

Staff costs

Other income

Other expenses

Total result before depreciation, financing costs and taxes

Depreciation and amortisation expenses/reversals
Operating result before financing costs and taxes

Result before taxes
Income tax for the period
Net result for the period

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
(amout in Euros)

Portugal
In-kind
In-Cash

Spain
In-Kkind

2025
267 800,00
170 347,55
-60 610,63

-255 044,46

1568,34
-211,73
123 849,07

-1783,85
122 065,22
122 065,22

-331,92
121 733,30

2025

86.646,00
50.000,00

52.574,40

2024

200 400,00
107 320,23
-40 926,39
-135 374,19
390,76
-147,86

131 662,55

-579,54
131 083,01
131 083,01

-205,86
130 877,15



INDIVIDUAL BALANCE SHEET
(Amount in Euros)

31 December
ASSETS
Non-current assets
Tangible fixed assets
Intangible assets

Current assets

Receivables

State and other public entities
Prepayments and accrued income
Other current assets

Cash and bank deposits

Total assets

EQUITY AND LIABILITIES
Equity
Retained earnings
Net result for the period
Total equity

Liabilities
Non-current liabilities

Current liabilities

Suppliers

State and other public entities
Accruals and deferrals

Other current liabilities

Total liabilities
Total equity and liabilities

39

2025

1126,93
4 833,37
5 960,30

0,00

6 460,40
1391,89
0,00

2190 807,26
2198 659,55

2204 619,85

194 971,80
121 733,30
316 705,10

0,00

797,69

8 118,41

622 406,87
1256 591,78
1887 914,75

1887 914,75
2 204 619,85

2024

1299,97
1299,97

6 666,67
1106,55
1732,72
6 666,66
1602 185,20
1618 357,80

1619 657,77

64 094,65
130 877,15
194 971,80

0,00

647,35

4 541,97

176 578,17
1242 918,48
1424 685,97

1424 685,97
1619 657,77



INDIVIDUAL CASH FLOW STATEMENT

(Amount in Euros)

31* December
Cash flows from operating activities
Receipts from customers
Payments to suppliers
Payments to employees
Cash generated from operations

Payment/receipt of income tax
Other receipts/payments
Cash flows from operating activities (1)

Cash flows from investing activities
Payments related to:
Tangible fixed assets
Intangible fixed assets
Cash flows from investing activities (2)

Cash flows from financing activities
Cash flows from financing activities (3)

Change in cash and cash equivalents (1+2+3)
Cash and cash equivalents at the beginning of the period
Cash and cash equivalents at the end of the period

2025

341533,33
-84 765,95
-175 313,65

81 453,73

-205,86
513 818,37
595 066,24

-1144,19
-5 299,99
-6 444,18

588 622,06
1602 185,20

2190 807,26

2024

187 066,67
-50 022,79
-99 879,32
37164,56
-10,53

1487 223,15
1524 377,18

-999,98

-999,98

0,00

1523 377,20

78 808,00
1602 185,20



Auditor's Report

G. CASTRO, R.SHIVA, A, DIAS & F AMORIM, SROC, LDA

STATUTORY AUDITOR’S REPORT

(Free translation from a report originally issued in Portuguese language. In case of doubt the
Portuguese version will always prevail)

REPORT ON THE AUDIT OF THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Opinion

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of INFRAESTRUTURA DE INVESTIGACAO DE
RECURSOS MICROBIANOS — CONSORCIO PARA UMA INFRAESTRUTURA EUROPEIA DE
INVESTIGAGAO - MIRRI-ERIC (the Entity), which comprise the balance sheet as at December 31, 2025
(showing a total of 2 204 620 euros and a total net equity of 316 705 euros, including a net profit of 121 733
euros), the income statement by nature, the statement of changes in equity and the statement of cash flows
for the year then ended, and notes to the financial statements, including a summary of significant accounting
policies.

In our opinion, the accompanying financial statements give a true and fair view, in all material respects, of
the financial position of INFRAESTRUTURA DE INVESTIGACAO DE RECURSOS MICROBIANOS —
CONSORCIO PARA UMA INFRAESTRUTURA EUROPEIA DE INVESTIGACAO - MIRRI-ERIC as at
December 31, 2025, and of its financial performance and its cash flows for the year then ended in accordance
with the Accounting and Financial Reporting Standard for Non-Profit Sector Entities adopted in Portugal
through the Accounting Standardization System.

Basis for opinion

We conducted our audit in accordance with International Standards on Auditing (ISAs) and further technical
and ethical standards and guidelines as issued by Ordem dos Revisores Oficiais de Contas (the Portuguese
Institute of Statutory Auditors). Our responsibilities under those standards are further described in the Auditor’s
Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements section below. We are independent of the Entity in
accordance with the law and we have fulfilled other ethical requirements in accordance with the Ordem dos
Revisores Oficiais de Contas code of ethics.

We believe that the audit evidence we have obtained is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our
opinion.

Responsibilities of Management for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for:
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s the preparation of financial statements that give a true and fair view of the Entity’s financial position,
financial performance and cash flows in accordance with the Accounting and Financial Reporting Standard for
Non-Profit Sector Entities adopted in Portugal through the Accounting Standardization System;

B the preparation of the management report in accordance with applicable laws and regulations;

- designing and maintaining an appropriate internal control system to enable the preparation of financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error;

- the adoption of accounting policies and principles appropriate in the circumstances; and

- assessing the Entity’s ability to continue as a going concern, and disclosing, as applicable, the matters
that may cast significant doubt about the Entity’s ability to continue as a going concern.

Auditor’s Responsibilities for the Audit of the Financial Statements

Our responsibility is to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the financial statements as a whole are
free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error, and to issue an auditor’s report that includes
our opinion. Reasonable assurance is a high level of assurance, but is not a guarantee that an audit conducted
in accordance with ISAs will always detect a material misstatement when it exists. Misstatements can arise
from fraud or error and are considered material if, individually or in the aggregate, they could reasonably be
expected to influence the economic decisions of users taken on the basis of these financial statements.

As part of an audit in accordance with ISAs, we exercise professional judgment and maintain professional
skepticism throughout the audit. We also:

- identify and assess the risks of material misstatement of the financial statements, whether due to
fraud or error, design and perform audit procedures responsive to those risks, and obtain audit evidence that
is sufficient and appropriate to provide a basis for our opinion. The risk of not detecting a material
misstatement resulting from fraud is higher than for one resulting from error, as fraud may involve collusion,
forgery, intentional omissions, misrepresentations, or the override of internal control;

- obtain an understanding of internal control relevant to the audit in order to design audit procedures
that are appropriate in the circumstances, but not for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the effectiveness
of the Entity’s internal control;

- evaluate the appropriateness of accounting policies used and the reasonableness of accounting
estimates and related disclosures made by management;

- conclude on the appropriateness of management’s use of the going concern basis of accounting and,
based on the audit evidence obtained, whether a material uncertainty exists related to events or conditions
that may cast significant doubt on the Entity’s ability to continue as a going concern. If we conclude that a
material uncertainty exists, we are required to draw attention in our auditor’s report to the related disclosures
in the financial statements or, if such disclosures are inadequate, to modify our opinion. Our conclusions are
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based on the audit evidence obtained up to the date of our auditor’s report. However, future events or
conditions may cause the Entity to cease to continue as a going concern;

- evaluate the overall presentation, structure and content of the financial statements, including the
disclosures, and whether the financial statements represent the underlying transactions and events in a
manner that achieves fair presentation;

- communicate with those charged with governance, including the supervisory body, regarding, among
other matters, the planned scope and timing of the audit and significant audit findings, including any significant
deficiencies in internal control that we identify during our audit.

Our responsibility also includes the verification that the information contained in the management report is
consistent with the financial statements.

REPORT ON OTHER LEGAL AND REGULATORY REQUIREMENTS

On the Management Report

In compliance with the applicable legal requirements, it is our opinion that the management report was
prepared in accordance with the applicable legal and regulatory requirements and the information contained

therein is consistent with the audited financial statements and, having regard to our knowledge and
assessment over the Entity, we have not identified any material misstatements.

Braga, February 23, 2026

G. Castro, R. Silva, A. Dias & F. Amorim, SROC Lda.
(SROC 153; CMVM 20161463)
Represented by

Fatima Amorim (ROC 1279; CMVM 20160890)
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Photo credits: Miguel Lorenzo, Parc Cientific de la Universitat de Valéncia (p. 1); Cindy Slugocki, INRAE (p. 3);

UNITO (p.4); Nelson Lima, MUM-UMinho (p. 7); Institut Pasteur (p.12, 15, 19, 20); MUM-UMinho (p. 22, 38); CIRM-
CF (p. 35); BEA (p. 40)

Contributors
CCU, National Node Coordinators, and partners staff

MIRRI-ERIC partners
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