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Last weekend at the Grand Annual Sprintcar Classic in 
Warrnambool, Jim Duggan was asked to lead the Sprint 
Cars out onto the track for the A Main on Friday night, a 
field of 22 Sprint cars with drivers all hoping for the Prize 
money on offer.
It was a proud moment for the legend Jim, who still, at 86, 
drives the Vintage Tas 2 car which is also 50 years old, on 
tracks around Victoria, when the vintage club is invited to 
support a race event.
So proud of you Jimmy!  (More p. 3)

Local boy, Jim Duggan, 
still has it
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Estia Health is a Residential Aged Care  

 

provider and has availability for both  

 

respite and permanent care at our homes  

 

in Bannockburn, Grovedale and Leopold. 

 

Call Gabby on 0419 336 841 if you would  
 

like to have a look at any of our wonderful  

 

homes and find out more  
 

details on Aged Care. 

WINCHELSEAPool

Giveaways, 
Games        

and Fun

Surf Coast Shire Council is committed to fostering an environment 
where people with clever and creative ideas can make a difference. 

surfcoast.vic.gov.au/ArtistCreativeGrants 

DEVELOP supports creatives to explore new 
directions, ideas and concepts to advance their 
practice and/or their careers. It provides individual 
creative practitioners up to $3000 and creative 
collectives up to $5000 to undertake:

• Intensive creative research and 
development of new ideas/concepts

• Practice-based experimentation

KEY DATES
DEVELOP Applications Open:                                
Wednesday 1 February, 2023

DEVELOP Applications Close:                                             
5pm Tuesday 28 February, 2023

Funds will be available approximately 6 
weeks after the closing date.

Roadside 
Burning
The fire season  
is upon us
The Winchelsea Fire Brigade has had a 
busy 2022 year with about 65 + turnouts 
along this year that included grass and 
scrub fires, structure , non – structure. 
Motor vehicle incidents, as well as a few 
false alarms.

Considering last year’s high rain fall and 
current land grass fuel loads in and 
around the township areas, and to help 
minimise a possible threat of fire 
impacting upon the town, the 
Winchelsea Fire Brigade plans to 
conduct a roadside burn program over 
the next few months. (Weather 
permitting.)

All intended burns and permits are 
approved by Surf Coast Shire, Vic 
Roads and the CFA.

The list of proposed roadside burns 
include:

•	 Barwon Park Road (South end)
•	 Leighs Lane
•	 Mc Conachys Lane
•	 Mc Donald’s Lane
•	 Ondit Road West
•	 Winchelsea – Cressy Road  
	 (2.5 km west of the railway line only)

Additionally, the Brigade may, as well as 
in previous years, carry out some 
private burns around the area most 
likely at the later end of the summer 
period which includes the Old 
Winchelsea Pound (Next the 
Winchelsea SES Unit Station.)
Most burns will be conducted from early 
evening during the week and during the 
day on Weekends.
The Winchelsea Fire Brigade wish 
everyone a ‘Fire free’ season.
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Have a look at this mob, these are the 
guys that make me feel safe, volunteer 
firefighters but there is a bit of a 
difference.  

Some of these volunteers supply and 
maintain their own equipment, trucks, 
hoses and even supply the fuel. 

This funding is for the placement of 
identification on the vehicles so once in 
the fire ground they can be recognised.  

Private fire trucks are extremely 
important, they are usually the first on 
the scene and know the Area. They 
know where the water points are, access 

points to paddocks and places not to go.  

The CFA integrated approach to the 
private fire trucks strengthens the 
service.  

Winchelsea Anglesea and Lorne 
community bank couldn’t find a better 
place to invest your money.

Winchelsea CFA, sponsored by the Community Bank Winchelsea 
By Charlie Earl

GRAND ANNUAL SPR!NTCAR 
CLASSIC, PREMIER SPEEDWAY 
WARRNAMBOOL
January 2023

On Wednesday 25th January, Jim 
Duggan & Marg with race car in tow 
joined the stream of cars, caravans,  
4 wheel drives, tents, & motor homes all 
headed to the Grand Annual Sprintcar 
Classic in Warrnambool.

Jim lived in Winchelsea 60 years ago 
with wife Kath and family then working at 
the Coal Mine, before moving to 
Melbourne in 1963.

Jim now retired and living back in 
Winchelsea was a speedway racer and 
still runs ln the vintage section where 
these cars are spirited demonstration

Jim Duggan built his first roce cor in the 
back yord ot Worner Street with the help 
of Lexie Worland and Mick Mawson 
mechanic it was made by cutting up an 
old Ford Pilot which made Hot Rod No 
39 this No. became well known.

Jim became a component driver 
travelling interstate on many occasions, 
until retiring from racing in 1986. He won 
4 Victorian titles and came runner up in 
many more titled events.

These Sprint cars and drivers for the 
weekend, came from every State in Aust 
incl Tasmania And many drivers from 
America.

Thousands of spectators watched as the 
cars rolled round engines roaring, 
forming up 4 wide in salute to the fans 
as the fireworks went up ,and TV 
screened the event all around the world.

Jim's Story was also featured in the 
Book, Speedway Life that was sold at 
the Fans appreciation day at 
Warrnambool Showgrounds on the 
Saturday.

Celebrating 50 years of speedway
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Sheoak Constructions

Call Adam on 0412 234 306

@sheoak_constructionsStaircases | Feature Trusses | Tiling
New Homes | Extensions | Renovations

Chief Health Officer Update

COVID-19 Weekly Data

There were 3,056 COVID-19 cases 
reported in Victoria this week, a 
decrease of 11.2 per cent on the 
previous week. The average daily 
number of new cases this week was 
437, down from 492 last week.

The seven-day rolling average of 
patients with COVID in Victorian 
hospitals is 144. There are currently 
121 COVID patients in Victorian 
hospitals, with 6 patients in intensive 
care, including 2 cleared cases. There 
are no COVID patients on a ventilator. 
The seven-day rolling average of 
patients in intensive care in Victorian 
hospitals is 7. In the past three months, 
5,860 COVID patients were 
hospitalised in Victoria.

Of Victorians aged 50 to 64 years, 80.1 
per cent have had their third dose and 
32.3 per cent have had their 
recommended fourth dose. Of those 
aged over 65, 90.9 per cent have had 
their third dose and 68.5 per cent have 
had their fourth dose. 70.6 per cent of 
people aged 16 and over have had 
three doses.

A total of 70 COVID-related deaths 
were reported to the Department in the 
past week. An average of 10 deaths 
were reported each day in the past 
week. This represents a 51.1 per cent 
decrease when compared to the same 
period the previous month.

The total number of reported COVID-
related deaths in Victoria since the 
pandemic began is 7,181.

COVID-19 epidemiological summary

There has been a continued decline in 
Covid cases and hospitalisations this 
week. The recent wave of transmission 
has been driven by a combination of 
waning immunity and multiple 
emerging Omicron variants.

The most recent wastewater analysis 
shows the recombinant strain XBF 
makes up the highest proportion of 
detections, accounting for 
approximately 46 per cent of total 
detections. BA.2.75 made up 24 per 
cent of detections, followed by BQ.1/
BQ.1.1 with 8 per cent and 17 per cent 
were unable to be classified.
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Please officially welcome our Student 
Leaders for 2023. 

This team will be working with Mr Michell 
and the entire SLC student team to 
develop leadership and responsibility 
across the school. 

Our student leaders were selected by 
the whole student population last year 
via a democratic vote. 

We look forward to seeing how they 
grow and develop over the year. 
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We are back! 

Please find attached our article for next week's edition of the Star. 

If you know of any information that the broader community of Winchelsea wants to know about our school, please feel free to let us know
this year and we will endeavour to share! 

Looking forward to another year with you all. 

Regards,

Simon O'Brien

Principal

03 52 672 134
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The leaders were asked to provide a sentence that captured quickly what they 
believe leadership is. Here is what they had to say: 

Lexi (School Captain) – Leadership is sharing your thoughts and ideas 

Mia (School Captain) – Leadership is helping others in need 

Hemi (House Captain) – Leadership is helping others and being kind

Angie (House Captain) – Leadership is being respectful to everyone 

Deegan (Buddy Captain) – Leadership is being responsible

Matilda (Buddy Captain) – Leadership is always being positive

Meet our student leaders for 2023

Australia’s fourth largest regional 
creative hotspot is set to receive another 
boost through Surf Coast Shire Council’s 
DEVELOP Arts and Creatives Grant 
program. 

Grant applications are now open, inviting 
locals from all artistic disciplines to be 
bold and innovative. Grants of up to 
$3,000 to support individual professional 
artists and producers and $5,000 for 
collectives are available.

Surf Coast Shire Councillor Gary Allen 
said,“The Surf Coast has long been 
known as the home of surfing,” Cr Allen 
said. “We’ve got the waves, the walks, 
the waterfalls and all the country style of 
the hinterland - and to top it all off, 
dotted throughout this shire, we’ve also 
got one of the most innovative Creative 
Industries sectors Australia has to offer.”

“We understand it’s not easy being in 
the creative industry. Money and time 

are always an issue - that’s why these 
Council grants support artists of all 
disciplines.We know that if artists are 
supported here in the Surf Coast Shire, 
we all stand to benefit - creatively, 
culturally and economically.”

Submissions open Wednesday  
1 February and close at 5PM on 
Tuesday 28 February.  For more 
information visit:  
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/creativegrants.

Council grants to help grow Surf Coast creative sector
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SIMPLE STORAGE SOLUTIONS

YOUR STORAGE PROBLEMS SOLVED

• Personal & Business Storage

• Boat, Caravan & Vehicle Storage

• High Security Premises

• Individually Alarmed Units

• Electric Gate Access

• 7 Day Access & CCTV

5267 3116
6 ALSOP DRIVE, WINCHELSEA 3241

GREAT Bundle 
Deal on Bosch 
Hot Water...

www.elgas.com.au
131 161
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Buy any Bosch Bluetooth 
continuous flow hot water model 
- 16Litre, 20Litre or 26Litre and 

Receive $100* in Elgas 
bonus LPG gas credits

AND...  for new customers, an additional
$80 WORTH OF
LPG GAS CREDITS**

when you open a new LPG
Gas account with Elgas
**Further details can be viewed at www.elgas.com.au

NO
CONTRACT 

TO
SIGN

NO
CONTRACT 

TO
SIGN

Automatic tanker gas bottle refill OR gas bottle exchange
refill is available for home or business....

Call today or visit our website for our many customer benefits and latest offers

Ask about the Elgas Easy Payment Plan - 12 months 
interest free***  on selected LPG appliances

***Further details can be viewed at: www.elgas.com.au/epp

From
$780
or $52.50

per month

From
Elgas

*For more details:
  www.elgas.com.au/appliances/bosch-optiflow-16-20-26-lpg-bundle-sale

	

Small dogs only Dogs up to 20kg

HESSE RURAL HEALTH 
ANNUAL  GENERAL MEETING 
Hesse Rural Health’s 2022 Annual General Meeting 
will be held at The Hub, Eastern Reserve, Winchelsea 
and via Zoom on Tuesday 21st February, 2023 at 
6pm. 
Please contact Hesse on (03) 5267 1200 or 
reception@hesse.vic.gov.au to RSVP  
and receive the remote link invitation. 
BUSINESS: 
To receive the report of the Board of Directors and the audited Statements of 
Accounts for the year ended 30 June 2022. 

 

	LIONS CLUB OF WINCHELSEA 

PAPER RECYCLING 

Paper depot rear of  
Senior Citizens Rooms Harding Street 

NEWSPAPERS, MAGAZINES,  
PHONE BOOKS WANTED 

SHEEP POO FOR SALE 

$5 per bag.  
Available at paper depot rear of  

Senior Citizens Rooms  
Harding Street  

most mornings between 10 and 12  
or contact David on 0410 029 857. 

RAISING FUNDS FOR OUR  
TOWN & DISTRICT  

5267 2011 or 0408 520 606 

Winchelsea  
Uniting Church
Hesse St, Winchelsea 3241 
uca.winchelsea@gmail.com 
0475 777 301 
Services 9.30am Sundays

St John's 
Catholic Church
Harding St, Winchelsea 3241 
Father Joseph Panackal 
0404598558

St Thomas' 
Anglican Church 
Barwon Tce, Winchelsea  
Rev’d A. Lynne Clarke 
stthomaswac@gmail.com  
0477 672 042 

Winchelsea 
Churches

Thought for the Week
“Remember to be patient and wait.

For patience is truly a wonderful trait.
Most of the battles of life are won

by looking beyond the clouds to the sun,
and having the patience  

to wait for the day
when the sun comes out  

and the clouds float away.” 
 John Bader 

Accredited Lay Preacher
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WINCHELSEA SHIRE HALL 
COMMUNITY EXPO

Friday 24th February 2pm-7pm

Winchelsea Community House and Shire Hall  
is hosting a free Community Expo  

for community groups to come together  
and network with the community

Come along and learn more about your community.

There will be food available for purchase on the evening  
(bbq, wood fire oven pizza, icy poles and drinks)  

and an easter coloring competition for the little ones!

There are still some bookings available.  
Email reception@winchhouse.org.au for your group's booking.

We look forward to seeing everyone there

Search the menus (Option+/) 100% Normal text Calibri 11

10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21

4
3

2
1

1
2

3
4

5
6

7
8

9
10

11
12

13
14

15
16

17
18

19
20

21
22

23
24

25

On Saturday at the first working bee for 2023 Winchelsea Land and  
Rivercare members removed phalaris, cocksfoot, blackberry etc  
before they smothered recently planted natives.

The wet spring has resulted in vigorous growth along the 
river of both planted species and some undesirable 
species. 

The working bees will continue on the first Saturday of 
each month from 9am till 10.30 meeting at Guye Reserve 
on Barwon Terrace. 

If you would like to help, there is no need to be a member 
of the group, simply come along and be registered which 
means you will covered by our insurance. 

Next month we expect to be spreading mulch in 
preparation for this year’s planting. 

Landcare working bees recommence All volunteers welcome to assist
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Articles are most welcome and must carry 
the name and address of the sender.

Weekly deadline is 5pm Friday.

Copy for sports results and weekend 
events is Sunday 6pm (4pm for 

hard-copy articles/results left at IGA) 
unless by prior arrangement.

Copy should be emailed to 
news@winchelseastar.org.au  

or left at IGA Supermarket.

The Winchelsea Star reserves the right to 
edit or not publish any article.

Views expressed are not necessarily those 
of the Winchelsea Star or its Committee.

500 online subscribers, 250 copies printed 
for outlets around Winchelsea.

Free subscription to digital version at 
winchelseastar.org.au

© Winchelsea Star Org. Inc. 
All rights reserved.

Winchelsea Star Organisation Inc. 
Reg. No. A1479, ABN: 57 207 411 958 

winchelseastar.org.au 
Po Box 5, Winchelsea, Vic, 3241

Editors:  
Cerrie Fogan, Yvonne Stevens 

Judy Cameron
editor@winchelseastar.org.au

Advertising:  
Sasha Gauntlett and Neil McInnes 
advertising@winchelseastar.org.au 

0408 102 802

Layout/Sub Editors: 
Susan Corby, Charles Corby 

Stuart Fountain 
production@winchelseastar.org.au

Committee 
President: Mick O’Mara 

president@winchelseastar.org.au

Treasurer: Cathy Cheadle 
treasurer@winchelseastar.org.au

Secretary: Tony Phelps 
secretary@winchelseastar.org.au

Committee Members: 
Linda Carter

Printer: Mud Group 
Website: Winch Websites
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Dancing at The Globe 
Theatre in Winchelsea
When....Saturday 11th February
Cost.......$10.00
Time.......8pm....11.30pm
Great music supplied by Charles Pedder.
Supper provided, raffle and door prize.
Look forward to catching up.
Contact : Maureen  on 0409253188 or 
Charlie on 0419501032

Singing
Winchelsea Community House has supported the beginning of a 
regular singing group at the Winchelsea Shire Hall. 

2023 will see the continuation of weekly singing

Wednesday at 4.45pm  
at the Shire Hall.

The cost is as follows:
10 weeks - $70
Concession - $50 (10 weeks)

Children under 16 - free

You are also able to attend on a weekly basis - $10 a session.

Email your registration to shirehall@winchhouse.org.au

This is an inclusive group that welcomes anyone who wants to 
experience the joy of singing with others

Friends of the Barwon  
Annual General Meeting 
6-8pm Wednesday 22 February 2023  
Jeff Sykes Rowing Centre, Geelong 
Guest speaker Tracey Slatter, Managing 
Director Barwon Water, who will talk about the 
Urban Water Strategy/Water for our Future.

In accordance with our rules of association, we 
also hereby call for nominations for the 
positions of President, Vice-President, 
Secretary, Treasurer.

 You may also like to consider joining us as a 
general committee member...

Please email nominations and/or your intention 
to attend by Monday 7th November to 
friendsofthebarwon@gmail.com

For Sale 
Two Cockatiels  
One hand reared and very tame. The other friendly 
however not tame. Both young healthy birds, unsure 
of sex. 
Large, nice looking cage on wheels.  
Always kept inside. 
20 Litre tub of cockatiel feed. 
Located in Winchelsea, $250 

Phone Kerryn 0400672090

CFA Roadside burns
 The list of proposed roadside burns by 
CFA over the next few months includes:

•	 Barwon Park Road (South end)
•	 Leighs Lane
•	 Mc Conachys Lane
•	 Mc Donald’s Lane
•	 Ondit Road West
•	 Winchelsea – Cressy Road  
	 (2.5 km west of the railway line only)

What's happening 
in Winchelsea
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Surf Coast Mobile Library  
parked in Hesse Street  

(outside Shire Hall) on Fridays  
between 2:00 and 5:00pm  

unless it is a Public Holiday.  
Hesse St, Fridays, 2pm-5pm

Surf Coast  
Mobile Library

0429 672 888 or 5267 2888 
Wheelchair accessible  

10 seater bus available.

Winchelsea Taxi

Bus to the Hub
For reservations on the weekly bus  

to the Eastern Reserve Hub,  
please phone 52671202.

Services and Activities in Winchelsea

Winchelsea 
Transfer 
Station

Opening Hours
Monday 	 Closed
Tuesday 	 2pm-4pm
Wednesday 	 Closed
Thursday 	 2pm - 4pm
Friday 		  Closed
Saturday 	 1.30pm - 3.30pm
Sunday 		 9.30am - 12.30pm

55 Cressy Road, Winchelsea. 
Accepts household garbage, 

mixed commercial and industrial waste, 
mixed construction and demolition waste. 

Accepts recyclable materials. 
Accepts one recycle bin two waste bins. 

Does NOT accept clean fill.

Winchelsea  
Girl Guides

Our Unit meets at the Catholic Church

Hall, Harding St Winchelsea

each Monday 4.30pm-6pm

All girls 5yrs- 15yrs Welcome!

Contact Yvonne Orchard 0448 672 630

or Bonnie Stokes 0401 386 274

1st Modewarre  
and Winchelsea  

Scout Group
Joeys: Tuesdays of school term 5-6pm  
Cubs: Mondays of school term 6:30-8pm  

Scouts: Tuesdays of school term  
6:30-8:30pm  

All at Modewarre Hall, Cape Otway Rd 
Venturers: Wed at Walton’s Rd Venturer Den 

Contact Marie McPadden 0409 330147

Winchelsea 
Playgroup

Every second Thursday 10am-12pm 
St Thomas Anglican Church Hall 

cnr Barwon Tce and Hopkins St, Winchelsea 
Contact: Melissa 0456181268 

Facebook - Winchelsea Playgroup 2019 
New families welcome

Body Therapy Classes
Yoga, Pilates, Qi Gung  

and Mindfullness 
Meditation Practices

Tuesdays 6.15pm $13 Cash  
Catholic Church Hall -School Term Only

Dr Haidee Benning, 0428 177 964

Free Community Service Advertisements

7pm Second Wednesday of Month 
Winchelsea Senior Citizens’ Hall 

Country Women's 
Association

Winchelsea SES
Meeting and training  

2nd Wednesday
Training 4th Wednesday

Visitors and inquiries welcome

0408 102 802

Winchelsea and District 
Combined Probus Club 

Meets 1st Monday of the 

month at 10am. Senior 
Citizens Rooms, Harding 

St, Winchelsea. New 
members always 

welcome. 

Enquiries Linda 0439 817 263.

TRAIN SERVICES
To Geelong 
Mon - Fri  
6:41 am, 7.59am, 11:34am,  
2:01pm, 7:37pm 
Sat and Sun  
9:35am, 1:36pm, 7:18pm

To Warrnambool: 
Mon - Fri  
9:29am, 2:56pm, (to Colac 
5:27pm), 6:45pm, 8:53pm 
Sat and Sun  
8:47am, 2:49pm, 8:37pm
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At the close of January, a new copier/
printer was installed at Winch House. 

This is a significant upgrade as well as a 
replacement for a 5-year-old machine - 
most notably with the ability to print, fold 
and staple. Now available to you!

Copying and printing have long been a 
staple of Winchelsea Community 
Houses's services, for anyone looking to 
photocopy forms, certificates, ID etc, or 
to digitise documents so they can be 
emailed or uploaded. Black and white or 
colour, and either A4 or A3 size sheets. 

Now Winch House can offer the ability to 
not only duplicate and/or digitise, you 
can also print short runs of A5 or A4 
booklets - also in colour and/or black and 
white. 

It is important to note that Winch House 
can only offer limited assistance with 
printing and copying, so the service is 
best for fairly straightforward tasks. 

Make sure that your document is 
finished, checked and finalised because 
each sheet of paper needs to be charged 
for even if it is blank! That's how the 
printer-leasing company operates and 
Winch House just doesn't have the 
income to subsidise such things. 

Printing and copying rates are very 
reasonable though.

Winch House would like to thank The 
Star for its support in obtaining this 
upgraded community asset. The Star is 
also playing a big part in exciting 
developments in the Shire Hall - but 
more on that in a couple of weeks...

Keep an eye out for the Term 2 program 
which will come out soon, and either call 
in or get in touch with manager Wendy if 
you'd like to find out more.  
Contact details can be found at  
winchhouse.org.au

Winch House is normally open 
9am to 2pm, Monday to Friday. 

Along with copying and printing, 
there's internet access through a 
public computer, occasional 
childcare, rooms for hire with 
audio-visual equipment, craft and 
activity groups, and lots more. 

And don't forget to drop in to the Shire 
Hall during the Expo on Friday February 
24th (2pm to 7pm). 

Most of Winchelsea's community groups 
and organisations will be there so you 
can find out what's available, what they 
do, how you can join in or benefit. 

A great opportunity to experience just 
how much 'community' we have in this 
area.

An upgraded community asset for you
By Tony Phelps, Chair Winch House 
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Knuckey’s have in stock a complete 
range of batteries to suit tractor, 

heavy machinery, cars, utes 
 

The largest range of the best oil for 
your vehicles—CASTROL— 
‘when only the best will do’ 

 
The largest range of V belts.  

A, B, C, D M Sections 
Bolts and nuts for all occasions 

Steel cut to size 

Knuckey’s Winchelsea 
Ph: 5267 2011 

Women’s 
Workshop

Wednesdays 2:00 to 4:30pm.
Learn practical home  
maintenance skills.

Learn basic woodworking
design & construction

techniques and hand tool use.

Discuss your ideas/needs with us.

SMS Stuart - 0468 358 282 at the 

Winchelsea Men's Shed

email: winchmenshed@gmail.com

122563
2256363
256Call Wazza 

Mob: 0428 877 260
Email: wazza@wazzas.com.au    Web: wazzaswater.com

Water Delivery

WAZZA’S
WATER CARTAGE

Stainless Tanker Up to 22,000 ltr loads
Barwon Water Registered

Domestic & Rural Water Supplies

 

 

 

Fun, Interactive music sessions for             
pre-school children (0-4 y.o.) and    

parents/caregivers 

 When: Mondays from 10 to 11 am                                                                                                 
(runs during school terms)                          

Where: St Thomas’ Hall                                   
25 Barwon Tce.                                                  

To Enquire ring:    0407838256 

 

 

2023  is  our  80th year!! 

 

New members are welcome – 
Actors, directors, back stage , make-up artists, publicity 

 

to present  humorous Australian drama 
‘Cosi’ in May this year at COPACC 

 
Read ‘Cosi’ with us: Wed 8 Feb at 7pm 

 
Auditions: Sunday   12 Feb from 2pm 

and   Monday 13 Feb from 6pm 
Book your spot with Ros  ph: 0417 597 186 

 
The Colac Players Shed: 30 Wilson St, Colac 

55 Stephenson Road 
   Winchelsea 3241 
      Ph: 5267 2467 
Mobile: 0411 610 678 

Caravan Annexes, Trailer Covers, 
Shade Sails, Alterations and  

Repairs to  
Camping and Tents. 

Clear PVC Blinds 
Repairs to CLEAN Horse Rugs 

No Job Too Small 
Email: bobverity@southernphone.com.au 

B & H Modifications 
Bob Verity 

Industrial Sewing  
Machine Work 

By Doug Burns est. 1976 
 All Furniture 
 French polishing 
 Carving 
 Veneering 
 Wood Turning 
 Porcelain 

 
 

Unusual Requests Welcome 
 

180 Barwon Terrace, Winchelsea 
 

0428 672 704 

Antique Repairs Plasterer  
& Painter 

Daryl Hecker 

Domestic & Commercial 
Renovations & Repairs 
Suspended Ceilings 
Dustless Sanding 
New Homes 
Extensions 

Ph 0419 194 799 
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Firefighter Leon Armistead will never 
forget his first glimpse of the Ash 
Wednesday bushfire which savaged 
Surf Coast communities and thousands 
of hectares of Otways bush.

The Lorne CFA Second Lieutenant was 
investigating first reports of a fire 
heading their way from Deans Marsh on 
a blistering hot northerly day made for 
an inferno.

Driving solo in the brigade LandCruiser 
through the bush he came around a 
corner on Big Hill Track up behind 
Lorne. “And there’s these two great big 
– I’ll never forget it in my life, ever – 
these two great big white gum trees, and 
the track went between them and all I 
saw was this red wall and two white gum 
trees. It was like a painting,” Leon said.

“I’d driven from the sea to the fire. We 
didn’t really know what the story was, 
anything really, and this wall of fire is 
coming at me. A complete wall of fire.”

Leon was facing a living nightmare 
escalating with furious intensity as it 
scythed across the Otways, consuming 
abundant tinder-dry bush on the wings 
of a ferocious northerly wind.

By the time he had made his escape 
back to coast, the fire had beaten him 
there, spotting kilometres ahead.

As it consumed houses in Lorne and 
townspeople took refuge on the beach 

and pier, an aggressive south-westerly 
change transformed its flank into an 
enormous firestorm front which then 
swept up the Otways and Surf Coast 
through Big Hill, Eastern View, Moggs 
Creek, Fairhaven and Aireys Inlet and 
Anglesea.

Along the way it torched 41,000 
hectares, tragically claimed three lives 
– Ilie Mierla on Deans Marsh-Lorne 
Road, Colin Barton at Fairhaven and 
Lloyd Venables at Aireys Inlet – 
consumed 729 homes, 53 other 
buildings, countless wildlife, livestock 
and kilometres of fencing.

Firefighters and communities were 
powerless and awestruck in its path.“No 
person, nothing ever in the world, could 
do anything to stop it when it’s like that,” 
Leon Armistead said. “You’re at its 
mercy.”

Ash Wednesday gouged a livid black 
scar across the Surf Coast region, part 
of widespread loss of life and 
destruction across Victoria and South 
Australia. _____

Thursday 16 February 2023  
will mark 40 years since the 
catastrophe – and 40 years of 
recovery – and Surf Coast Shire 
Council will acknowledge the 
significant anniversary with  
an Ash Wednesday Remembered 
community event.

The event will include a panel 
discussion but primarily aim to provide a 
space for survivors and others to come 
together in memory and tribute, with 
static displays providing some 
touchpoints.

Light lunch will be provided. Support will 
be available for people who might 

encounter uncomfortable memories or 
emotions.

Ash Wednesday Remembered will be 
from 12pm-2pm in the community centre 
at Aireys Inlet, one of the communities 
worst affected by the fire.

“When it came, it came that hard you 
were running for your life and salvaging 
what you could,” Aireys Inlet CFA 
second lieutenant of the day Howard 
Hughes recalled.

“The smoke started to blow, you could 
hear it like tanks coming up the hill and 
it was like a war zone with gas cylinders 
going off. I’m telling ya, entire house 
roofs were flying around.”

Howard and his wife Jenny and three 
kids preserved their lives but lost their 
family home.

In Anglesea, Barrabool Shire president 
of the day Pat Hickford recalls being one 
of many residents forced to take refuge 
on the beach as the fire front hit the 
town. “We’d be looking up and you could 
see houses exploding all over the place, 
and you kept thinking to yourself ‘I 
wonder whether that was ours, I wonder 
whether that was ours?” she said.

“You couldn’t quite tell because of the 
smoke and whatever.”

Her husband John remembers having 
walked up Noble Street after the fire had 
been through. “I looked over the hill at 
the top of my place at the back street 
there … and I said to myself if that’s hell 
I’ve seen it. It was just smouldering bits 
and pieces, black as ink with these bits 
of fire.”

“Then it hit the bush and just exploded 
and I thought, that’s it.”

People can register to attend Ash 
Wednesday Remembered via  
surfcoast.vic.gov.au/AshWednesday

 

Ash Wednesday remembered, 40 years on
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5234 6585     0417 385 984 
For all your domestic & stock water. 

Also available for road and civil construction 
Local owned and operated. 

NO MATTER WHAT 
YOUR PROBLEM, DODDS 
ELECTRIX CAN DEFUSE 
THE SITUATION. 
RURAL, INDUSTRIAL, COMMERCIAL. DOMESTIC 
PHONE 0438 887 360 
EMAIL: DODDSY@FASTMAIL.FM 
PO BOX 36 BIRREGURRA, VICTORIA 324 
REC: 17520 ABN: 64 581 250 880 

Covering Meredith, Bannockburn, 
Anakie, Lethbridge, Inverleigh, 

Teesdale, Shelford, 
Elaine and Winchelsea

A caring Catholic 
organisation offering 

“a hand up” to all people 
in need.

52219170
http://www.vinnies.org.au

Monday - Friday 9am to 2 pm

	

TRENCHES & HOLES PTY LTD. 
 
 

PHILLIP ROBERTSON 
          0427 672 945 

          WINCHELSEA 
 
 
 

• General Earth Works 
• Driveways 
• Trencher  
• Kanga Loader 
• Grader 
• Excavator Work (3.5 & 6.5 Tonne) 
• Tip Truck 
• Rock Breaker  
• Post Holes & Shed Footings 

A.B.N 74006896898 

 

OZ TREES NURSERY 
& TREE PLANTING SERVICES 

Phone OzTrees for professional advice, 

569 Warrowie Rd. Colac 
P: 5233 6280 F: 5233 6393 
E: info@oztrees.com.au 
W: www.oztrees.com.au 
Open Monday—Friday 
9am—4:30pm 

 Affordable seedlings—over 200 species  
 Complete plantation service—farm forestry, 

shelter, aesthetics  
 Deep ripping & mound ploughing. Rotary 

bed forming 
 Our experienced staff will help you select 

species for your site conditions and needs 
Also available—tree planting tools, milk cartons, 
plastic tree guards & bamboo stakes 

  Matthew Partridge  
  p 0418 672 334 

  e mrpsteelworx@yahoo.com.au 

Welding Service  
- Onsite welding  
- Farm maintenance  
- Farm machinery &  
  equipment repairs 
- Cattle & sheep yards 
- Custom built trailers 
- Supply & install gates 
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Winchelsea Community  
Facebook pages

What's on in Winchelsea
FLYERS, LOCAL EVENTS,  
SMALL BUSINESS,  
PROMOTING WINCHELSEA

facebook.com/WhatsoninWinchelsea

Winchelsea FREE
FREE ONLY
facebook.com/groups/winchelseafree

Winchelsea Community Information 
AUSTRALIA
POSITIVE DISCUSSION
facebook.com/
groups/207538644446972

Winchelsea Classifieds 3241
FOR SALE ONLY
facebook.com/
groups/216942861684082

Winchelsea Lost and Found
LOST PETS
facebook.com/
groups/768187693217518

Winchelsea Op Shop
facebook.com/
HospitalAuxiliaryOpShopWinchelsea

Winchelsea Tea Rooms  
(Community Centre)
facebook.com/WinchelseaTeaRooms

Winchelsea Community House
facebook.com/
winchelseacommunityhouse

Winchelsea Coronavirus  
Community Support Group
facebook.com/
groups/2676957719207927/

The Green Winchelsea Residents
facebook.com/
groups/515322772623126

Growing Winchelsea Inc
facebook.com/growingwinch

Winchelsea Star
winchelseastar.org.au/step/subscribe/

Winchelsea Movie Club
facebook.com/winchelseamovies

Winchelsea Community Market
facebook.com/
winchelseacommunitymarket

Winchelsea Land and River Care Group
facebook.com/envirowinchelsea/

Upper Barwon Landcare Network
facebook.com/UpperBarwonLandcare

Winchelsea & District Historical Society 
Inc.
facebook.com/
Winchelseaanddistricthistoricalsociety/

Winchelsea Wildlife Shelter
www.winchelseawildlifeshelter.com/

SCARS - Surf Coast Animal Rescue 
Service
facebook.com/groups/415211698950674

Winchelsea Gardeners
facebook.com/
groups/779878518703025

Winchelsea & District Historical Society
facebook.com/
Winchelseaanddistricthistoricalsociety/

Winchelsea Repertory Society Inc
facebook.com/winchrep/

Winchelsea Globe Theatre
facebook.com/Winchelsea-Globe-
Theatre-164790897641678

Winchelsea Uniting Church
facebook.com/winchelseaunitingchurch

St Thomas' Anglican Church
facebook.com/StThomasWinchelsea

St John the Baptist Catholic Church
facebook.com/pages/Winchelsea-
Catholic-Church/101775670163180

Winchelsea Mainly Music
facebook.com/
groups/668500343953191/

Winchelsea Health Club
facebook.com/WinchelseaHealthClub

Winchelsea Playgroup 2019
facebook.com/
groups/551663435367031

Winchelsea Girl Guides
www.guidesvic.org.au/

Winchelsea/Modewarre Scouts
facebook.com/1stModewarreScouts

Winchelsea Fire Brigade
facebook.com/winchelseafirebrigade/

Winchelsea SES
facebook.com/groups/WinchSES

Country Women's Association -  
CWA Winchelsea Branch
facebook.com/pg/CWAWinchelsea/

Winchelsea Bowls Club
facebook.com/Winchelsea-Bowls-
Club-533783333344345/

Winchelsea Blues Cricket Club
facebook.com/groups/8999049476/

Winchelsea Blues FC
facebook.com/WinchelseaFNC/

Mel's Dance Studio
facebook.com/melsdancecentral

Winchelsea Golf Club
facebook.com/winchelseagc/
facebook.com/
groups/1324943804676697

Winchelsea Kyokushin Karate Club
facebook.com/winchelseakyokushin

WYLD Winchelsea Youth Leisure  
and Drop in
facebook.com/
groups/569737570027065/

Lions Club of Winchelsea
facebook.com/LionsWinchelsea

Winchelsea Probus
10am 1st Mon month at Sen Citz Hall

9/2/18, 10)08 amfacebook+logo+4.jpg 1,600×1,600 pixels

Page 1 of 1http://1.bp.blogspot.com/-znUUXqw9F5o/URusQnMJssI/AAAAAAAAAB4/c9BA4pmq3hI/s1600/facebook+logo+4.jpg
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Winchelsea 
Historical 
Society
Winchelsea Street Names

Gosney Street

Arthur John Gosney was killed in 
action in World War 1. 

His father Robert Gosney was Shire 
Secretary from 1846-1911 and Rate 
Collector for the Shire of Winchelsea. 

His brother Leslie enlisted but didn’t go 
to war. He married Annie Stirling and 
they had 10 children. 
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	Winchelsea Men’s Shed 
 

 
 

For The Community 
 

51 Hesse Street 
 

Every Wednesday from 9:30am 
 

New members always welcome 
 

For more detail contact: 
Ray Atkinson (Co-ordinator) 

0407 839 139 
or 

winchmenshed@gmail.com 
 

Need a job done?  
Woodworking jobs,  

furniture repairs, small jobs.  
Drop in and talk to us. 

Covering Meredith, Bannockburn, 
Anakie, Lethbridge, Inverleigh, 

Teesdale, Shelford, 
Elaine and Winchelsea

A caring Catholic 
organisation offering 

“a hand up” to all people 
in need.

52219170
http://www.vinnies.org.au

Monday - Friday 9am to 2 pm

 

DAVIC AG  
CONTRACTING AND EARTHMOVING 

For all your harvesting needs  
Mowing, raking, round bailing, paddock prepping, spreading and sowing 

Call Dave on 0417 579 973 Bambra 

 

FOR HIRE - SUPPLIED & ERECTED - 7 DAYS 
GEELONG - BELLARINE - COLAC - SURF COAST 

PHONE CAM 0417 310 800 
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DDaattee::  WWeeddnneessddaayy  2222nndd FFeebbrruuaarryy
TTiimmee::66  -- 88ppmm

VVeennuuee:: JJeeffff  SSyykkeess  RRoowwiinngg  CCeennttrree

((88  BBaarrwwoonn  TTeerrrraaccee,,  SSoouutthh  GGeeeelloonngg))

Friends of the Barwon are pleased to announce that our guest 
speaker for the evening will be Tracey Slatter, Managing 

Director, Barwon Water who will talk about the Urban Water 
Strategy/Water for our Future

Annual General Meeting

 

2023 is our 80th year!!
New Members are welcome – 

Actors, directors, back stage , make-up artists, publicity

to present the humorous Australian drama
‘Cosi’ in May 2023 at COPACC

Read ‘Cosi’ with us: Wed 8 Feb at 7pm
AUDITIONS:  

Sunday 12 Feb from 2pm and Monday 13 Feb from 6pm

Book your spot with Ros  ph: 0417 597 186

The Colac Players Shed: 30 Wilson St, Colac
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5234 6585     0417 385 984 
For all your septic tank, grease traps 

and interceptor pits servicing. 
Locally owned and operated 

Find out more. Call us on 5267 3189 or search Bendigo

Bank Winchelsea & District.

Big on products.

Big on service.

And big on local banking

Community Bank

Winchelsea & District

Bendigo and Adelaide Bank Limited ABN 11 068 049 178, AFSL/Australian Credit Licence 237879  A1455027 OUT_25157106, 18/08/2022

By appointment only

22 Willis Street, Winchelsea
ph. 5221 8777

www.wightons.com.au

Dispute Resolution & Litigation
Debt Collection
Property Law

Wills & Estates
Powers of Attorney

Business Law
Family LawFamily Law
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Funeral Planning
Working out what is best for you.
Prepaid Funerals, Funeral Bonds, Pay-by 

instalments...
There are many options and its important 

to make the right choice.
Alyson Burchell will be 
available by appointment 
to answer any questions 
about funerals 
and planning ahead.
For more information or to make an appointment 

contact Sue on 5221 4788

5221 4788
www.tuckers.com.au

Caring for families since 1883

...for a life worth celebrating

Tuckers Community Office, 
Surf Coast Taxation Services, 22 Willis Street, 

Winchelsea
First Tuesday of the Month,

by appointment 10.00am - 12.00pm

“They’re going to be 
safe, happy and well 
looked after. That’s 
what I really love 
about Journey.”

Enrol your family at
journey.edu.au

Ashleigh King - Mum
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Breeze	Health	and	Wellness,	Exercise	Physiology	
32-34	Main	Street,	Winchelsea	(old	post	office)	

Chronic	disease?	Injured?	Wanting	improved	athletic	performance?		
We	can	help	you	manage,	rehabilitate	and	prevent	many	common	ailments	through	movement.	

Speak	with	your	GP	about	a	referral	for	a	care	plan.		
Private	health	accepted	-	no	referral	needed.	

Call	Brenton	on	0428	790	023	to	discuss	or	email	breezehealthandwellness@gmail.com	
Exercise	is	Medicine,	Motion	is	Lotion.	Move	with	Ease	at	Breeze.		

M & L DRAYTON 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
REG No 24356 C/A No C02594 

 
 Domestic and Rural Plumbing 

 Roofing 

 Sewerage & Septic 

 LPG & Natural Gas Connections 

 Motorised Drain Cleaning 

 Backhoe Hire 

Phone Mark 5288 7244 
PO BOX 98 WINCHELSEA 3241 

Mobile 0428 520 142 

 Winchelsea Taxis is now Surfcoast Taxis 
Our fleet of vehicles are growing to all late models and we are covering  

an extended area including Winchelsea, Colac, Bannockburn, Inverleigh,  
Great Ocean Road and Geelong. 

We have a fleet of 10 seater Maxi Vans, all with capacity to carry wheelchairs. 
 

Surfcoast Taxis Pty Ltd 
All Bookings: 0408 325 992 
Fax: 5267 2699 
Email: bannotaxis@gmail.com 
(Admin or Stan 0429 672 888) 
66A Batson Street 
Winchelsea 3241 

 

Accounts NDIS provider. TAC, DVA etc 
 
NDIS provider number 4050001044 
NDIS provider number 4050001048 
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NATURAL GAS 
CONNECTIONS 
 
M. & L DRAYTON 
PLUMBING SERVICES 
 

YOUR LOCAL LICENSED 
PLUMBERS (24356) 
GAS FITTERS 
GAS CONVERTERS 
CARBON MONOXIDE TESTING 
 

MARK 0428 520 142 

Located at 36 Main Street, Winchelsea 3241

Our clinic accepts online bookings via the app called HotDoc.
Download the app on the App Store or Google Play or head to our website.

For any enquires or bookings please contact the clinic on 5292 8028.
Or visit our website: www.winchmc.com.au

Opening Hours:

Monday - Friday    8:00am - 5.00pm

(Monday Evening Clinics available and selected Saturdays) 
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Since 1977

Winchelsea Towing 
24 Hour Accident and Breakdown Towing 

0418 535 402 

• Switch board & lighting upgrades
• Outdoor lighting
• Electrical safety checks
• Energy efficient LED lighting
• Ceiling sweep fans & ventilation
• Energy saving advice 

greenlead@outlook.com

Phone Martin Wilkinson:

0467 097 101

11
32

26
8-

C
G

18
-1

4

Servicing Geelong &
the Surf Coast

Specialising in all residential 
electrical work including:  


