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New healthcare co-op offers
first ever ‘in-between’ option

n lrefand more than a
milbon poople have ney
ther prnvaie health n
SUFanCeE Ml 000 o 3
mediical camd
A new Irsh company is
aiming 1o address the i
s with a ¢o operative
non profil  membership
moded that allows people 1o
buy €50 “healihcare comns”
which they can then use
w hund their own penate
heakh are
Lvshavheak b are was st
up by David Allen, formsesty
the directonr ol Ireland's Na
tional Treatmen! Purnchase
Hand and jotwn Looney, 2 Sor
mey direcuor with VHL t has
been in develoREmaeTs boil maore
than tour vean and formally
Lenched 2 1he beginning ol
sonvemiber
1be firm opetates an online
porial m o which mdnouduals
can busthd up hands 1o pay lor
healvh wriran e Kather than
Py INg [rsianc e piriniums,
wers of Letsbuyhealihcare
comird oy muach they In
vest in thetr omn heabhaarne
There are no condmiors 1o

otnng and 2oy net mest
ment gabns an the overall
fumnd will be redisnbaicd
back o the memben in the
foarmn o e healthcare coin
v e
The cusiomer is ot

charged amithing by Lets
buntealthcae  thetr vouch
e are waed andy 10 pay or
thetr treanmenes, i they need
thermn, ™ Allen suid “Prople ane
surprised by thae Bl #'s the
WaV W st B ap

As well s inckiviaduals
Letsbuyhealthe are 5 abso 2
tempiing o sell s colrs o
empiovers, whe can oy them
on betiall of staff im 2 similar
way 1o OncdAdl vouchers s
a Chrsimas bons

Emplovers can buy
healbhcare coin vouschers of
up o U500 2 vear pey enpkon
e and they gei 2 Lax berak s
doang it~ Allen sasd

0 thene's 2 nancial in
ceniive for cenplovers o ose
o service a2 owell a5 for in
dvidual And ihat's one ol
the 1hungs thae diftesenoiases
s fmoem 2 DY hand, or 2 fomd
wos brutld i vosir credin union

vourr ermplovey can add o
youur tand ~

Letstervhealhe ane plans o
make it proties through com
meroial arrangemsents with
hospatals, Casand ofher med
ical pracrinoners. It charges

Lhern 3 Commumiislon fof nego
tanng a prce Jof Cushormers

whom they sign up through

the Letshuyheah b are porial
Allen wid Lenbonvhealth

care coudd keep the cont low

lor it Cusomers By shapipng
amvandd 0 the private Bospial

N

Employers can
buy healthcare
coinvouchers
ofupto C500a
vear and they
get atax break

Fergal Pralign
>

secuor lor best value

O coamaneercial cusiom
e reallv like our business
moded ” Allen saud

“What they rvpkcally do
= they mill o commatssion
o the price they advertise 1o
cliens on oo wetndie Andl s
onh charged wo them wien a
bookng occurs theooagh the
siie Socfiecavely they get free
marketing of the servior they
Wanl o promote. bon ey
doit't pay 3 fee uml they pet
a boicing

The i & backed by ILP
Pension Trusters. Jn otuar
il and Imvestment frm thas
orms pan of the Irsh Lite
Group b has had enquenes
roem medic 3l prac Eoners m
the LS, Sootland, Portagal and
Poland, amoeg other markaens

Prople are aakng “what
the hedl is this thing ™ Allen
i

“There's nothing Mo this
ot thewe Globallv. healih
care is wsually cither pro
vided cither by the state af
by healthcar companies
there's nothing tn betwern
Bt we're that in between, ™



