


If you are familiar with the song “It’s a Wonderful Life” by 
Louis Armstrong, you might think he was singing about the 

one and only, KiKi Shepard. Kiki’s spirit was perfectly described 
in the lyrics throughout the song. KiKi was a versatile performer 

who loved entertaining. Whether on film, television, or the stage, 
she was a fixture on American television for over 30 years; acting, 

dancing, and hosting. That was KiKi’s natural arenas and they fit her 
perfectly! 

Born in Tyler, Texas to John and Dorothy Shepard on July 15, 1951, as 
Chiquita Renee' Shepard, she was renamed ‘KiKi’ five days later by her 
older sister, Von Gretchen, who could not pronounce Chiquita …. She 
could only get out KiKi, and it stuck. All three sisters grew up and 
entered into the entertainment world. KiKi was enormously proud of 
her fabulous sisters, renowned international model, Von Gretchen 
McAlpin, and international artist Cassandra Shepard.  

From the time she could walk from kindergarten all the way 
through high school, it became apparent that KiKi’s first love was 
dance. It was her true passion. Her mom, Dorothy Shepard, an 
English teacher for over 50 years, told KiKi she had to get her 
college degree and then she could follow her dreams, and that 
is exactly what she proceeded to do. KiKi graduated from 
Howard University with a BA in Business Administration in 
the top 10% (ten percent) of her class, promptly laid her 
degree in her mother's hands and announced her decision 
that a professional dance career would be her future. 

During her time at Howard University, KiKi met and 
learned from the late great dancer/choreographers 
Mike Malone and Louis Johnson, both of whom 
opened the doors of a professional dance 
career for her through the DC Repertory 
Dance Company. Mike Malone 
encouraged and trained her to 
follow her dreams of professional 
dancing, under the tutelage of 
ballet master Charles Augins, 
and then, mentor, teacher, and 
acclaimed choreographer 
Louis Johnson opened up the 
New York-based professional 
world of dance for her after 
leaving Washington, D.C.  

During her time at the DC Repertory Dance 
Company, KiKi performed in such notable 
ballets as – The Balls, Spirit in the Dark, When 
Malindy Sings - where she played Aretha 
Franklin, No Outlet, For All We Know, and 
Genesis, Juba, & Other Jewels: A Songstep of 
Black America, and Changes, to name a 
few….. all directed and choreographed by Mike 
Malone and Louis Johnson. 

One of KiKi's most favorite and most 
challenging memories while at the DC 
Repertory Dance Company was performing in 
the ballet, “No Outlet.” The ballet followed the 
story of a magnificently talented dark-skinned 
Black Ballerina who could not make it in the 
White Dance World because of the color of her 
skin, which finally drove the young ballerina 
crazy. This ballet told a true story that affected 
so many dancers of color as they strived to 
break color barriers in the dance world. It was 
an experience and story KiKi could identify with 
wholeheartedly. She once stated, “I too, could 
not blend in with the white ballet world because 
of the darkness of my skin, but I still knew I was 
exceptional. Others’ opinions would not stop 
me. I was determined to excel in the world of 
dance. And I did!!!” 

KiKi’s six-year dance journey in Washington, 
D.C. culminated in the DC Repertory Dance 
Company's appearance at FESTAC, the 2nd 
WORLD BLACK ARTS’ FESTIVAL in Lagos, 
Nigeria in 1977. What an amazing and 
memorable experience.  

Upon her return to the US, KiKi knew it was time to 
make that move. In 1978, she struck out for the 
bright lights of New York City and Broadway. This 
big move laid the foundation for the next thrilling 
and amazing 11 years of her career. 
Once KiKi arrived in New York, she hit the ground 
running. She was immediately cast in the first 
national tour of the hit musical “Bubbling’ Brown 
Sugar,” choreographed by the legendary Billy 
Wilson, and went on to perform across America. 
She then returned to New York and Broadway 
production for 2 years. Shortly after that, KiKi was 
called to do the first international tour of Bubblin’ 
Brown Sugar with most of the original cast in 
Amsterdam and Paris, France. The French press 
called her legs “simply beautiful.”

KiKi performed in other hit Broadway productions 
for ten straight years such as, “Alice” with Debbie 
Allen and Paula Kelly, choreographed by Talley 
Beatty “The Wiz,” choreographed by George 
Faison, “Comin’ Uptown” with Gregory Hines, 
choreographed by Michael Peters. “Reggae” 
choreographed by Otis Sallid: “Your Arms Too 
Short to Box with God” choreographed by Talley 
Beatty, for over 5 years, featuring Jennifer Holiday, 
and later, Patti Labelle and Al Green. She also 
danced in the pre-Broadway show Sing, Mahalia, 
Sing, choreographed by George Faison. 

From 1977-1989, KiKi appeared in the movies: 
“The Wiz” starring Diana Ross, 1977, 
choreographed by Louis Johnson; “A Rage in 
Harlem” in 1981, starring Gregory Hines and 
Forest Whitaker, choreographed by Otis Sallid; 
“Cotton Club”, 1984 starring Gregory Hines, 

choreographed by George Faison and Arthur 
Mitchell; “The Josephine Baker Story”, 
choreographed by George Faison, starring Lynn 
Whitfield and Kene Holiday; in 1995- 97 “Ms. 
Evers Boys”, “Harlem Nights”, and “Sunday 
Evening Haircut”. She also appeared in videos 
with Roberta Flack, Glenn Jones, Betty Carter, 
Cameo, Evelyn Champagne King, Earth, Wind, & 
Fire, Aretha Franklin at Radio City Music Hall, and 
the final performance with Lionel Ritchie and the 
Commodores, also at Radio City Music Hall. 

KiKi collaborated with the amazing choreographer 
Ed Love for over 7 years, where she performed 
and assisted on videos like “Pink Cadillac” with 
Aretha Franklin, and taught Mariah Carey how to 
walk up and down stairs without looking down in 
one of her earliest videos. She also assisted Mr. 
Love in the creation of the fantastic musical 
“American Jukebox,” a fabulous farce where 50’s 
rock & roll artists take two young kids on a tour of 
the music of the 50’s, the amazing songs, and 
R&R history,,,, all inside a big jukebox!!  KiKi 
stepped in many times and performed the Tina 
Turner role to Rollin on the River, and the killer 
4-minute-long dance number, “Devil in a Blue 
Dress”. KiKi and Ed Love also choreographed 
numerous commercials during their time together 
and created and choreographed a visitor’s 
commercial for the island of Cancun, Mexico 
where KiKi danced the role of the Sun Goddess. 

KiKi was blessed to be a part of two outstanding 
All-American national productions with 
choreographer/director Michael Peters. The first 
was the 100th anniversary of Coca Cola presented 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The second was the 100th 
Anniversary of the US held all over New York City. 
A huge full city and national celebration. 

In 1989, a little-known TV show called "It’s 
Showtime at the Apollo" changed her life 
completely. KiKi was originally cast as one of six 
dancers and as the assistant choreographer to 
Otis Sallid. After only three episodes, Otis 
departed the show, and with his blessings, KiKi 
became the choreographer for the new late-nite 
variety show and choreographed the now famous 
white feather fan dance opening, and the finale 
that ran for over 12 years.  

KiKi quickly became best known as the Apollo 
‘Queen of Fashion.’ For 15 years, she starred as 
the smashing co-host of the original “It's 
Showtime at the Apollo” with four co-hosts 

including Sinbad, Steve Harvey, Mark Curry, and 
Rudy Rush. Every weekend, the public rushed 
to the television to see what KiKi would wear as 
she introduced and graced the stage with 
budding performers on Amateur Nite. KiKi was 
featured in the Apollo Minute, and she also 
became the host of the Amateur Teens segment. 
She performed on the show with the dancers 
and also did a special dance performance with 
Freddy Jackson.  

In 1993, KiKi decided to expand her career into 
acting and moved to Hollywood, California to 
test the waters in television and film. After the 
end of the run of “It’s Showtime at the Apollo” 
the same producers called her with great news. 
A new late-nite variety show, shot in Los 
Angeles, and KiKi would be the Host of the 
show. The new show was called NBC’s “Live in 
Hollywood" which KiKi hosted for two seasons. 
Then, along came TV ONE’S Game show, "The 
Bid Whist Party Throwdown,” a great show 
which aired for one season.  

KiKi was blessed to appear in numerous TV 
sitcoms, movies, and studio films. Guest starring 
roles include  “Everybody Hates Chris,” “NYPD 
Blue,” “LadyBoss,” “Family Law,” “Yes Dear,” 
“General Hospital,” “A Different World,” and she 
costarred as ‘Trelawney’ in the Hulk Hogan 
action series "Thunder in Paradise". Other film 
credits include:  the awardwinning film short, 
Sunday Evening Haircut" written by and starring 
Reginald VelJohnson and Victoria Rowell’s 
“BlackJack Christmas” movie airing on BET.   

Ms. Shepard’s notable stage venture, “Moments 
in Time- An Interview,” was a conversation 
with today’s movers and shakers from all 
walks-of-life. Interviews highlighted the 
lives of Phylicia Rashad, Obba 
Babatunde, Lynn Whitfield, Tamara Tunie, 
Mike Epps, Terrence Howard, Camryn 
Manheim, and Vivica Fox. KiKi's 
one-woman show, "Its Showtime...An 
Evening with KiKi Shepard", premiered 
at the Black Academy of Arts and 
Letters in Dallas, Texas, where critics 
called her an" Utter Delight". The 
show traced her 20 years in the 
dance world before embarking 
upon an acting career. 

Through the many 
accomplishments and accolades 
KiKi achieved, she was most 
enthusiastic about her work raising 
awareness, advocacy, and 
education about Sickle Cell Disease. 

In 1993, at the request of Glynn and 
Jo-An Turman, KiKi appeared as a 
celebrity guest at a golf tournament in the 
Bahamas for the Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of America. That experience 
triggered a memory of a doctor’s visit in New 
York where she was told that she had the 
sickle cell trait. KiKi immediately went to the 
then National Director and said, ‘use me,’ and 
they did!!  She toured the country as a 
national spokesperson and celebrity host for 
10 years, raising awareness of SCD. When 
the national leadership team moved from LA 
to Baltimore, KiKi started sponsoring her own 
bowling tournament for Sickle Cell Disease 
awareness. The bowling tournament became 
so well-attended and loved; it convinced her to 
start her foundation. In 2006, with the support of 
some very dedicated advocates, family, and 
friends, KiKi began her personal path of 
advocacy to raise awareness and educate the 

public about Sickle Cell disease. In 2006, she 
established The KIS Foundation, Inc. which 
strives to improve the social health and 
quality of life for patients and families living 
with Sickle Cell Disease. 

Today, KiKi's KIS Foundation hosts an 
Annual Celebrity Golf Classic, a 
backpack drive-thru give-a-way, 
COVID-19 Recovery Relief Box, 
and scholarships for Sickle Cell 
warriors.  

Up until her passing, KiKi 
continued to mentor young people 
and encourage education. She was 
most proud of her two grand 
nieces, Lauryn Alexis, and Taylor 
Vaughn. She raised them for over 
twenty years in her role as 
Aunty/Mom, and they are two 
great young productive women. 
She is also proud of her nephew, 
Steph McAlpin, who is pursuing a 
career in acting.  

KiKi was also a dedicated and 
active member of the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc.  
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and assisted on videos like “Pink Cadillac” with 
Aretha Franklin, and taught Mariah Carey how to 
walk up and down stairs without looking down in 
one of her earliest videos. She also assisted Mr. 
Love in the creation of the fantastic musical 
“American Jukebox,” a fabulous farce where 50’s 
rock & roll artists take two young kids on a tour of 
the music of the 50’s, the amazing songs, and 
R&R history,,,, all inside a big jukebox!!  KiKi 
stepped in many times and performed the Tina 
Turner role to Rollin on the River, and the killer 
4-minute-long dance number, “Devil in a Blue 
Dress”. KiKi and Ed Love also choreographed 
numerous commercials during their time together 
and created and choreographed a visitor’s 
commercial for the island of Cancun, Mexico 
where KiKi danced the role of the Sun Goddess. 

KiKi was blessed to be a part of two outstanding 
All-American national productions with 
choreographer/director Michael Peters. The first 
was the 100th anniversary of Coca Cola presented 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The second was the 100th 
Anniversary of the US held all over New York City. 
A huge full city and national celebration. 

In 1989, a little-known TV show called "It’s 
Showtime at the Apollo" changed her life 
completely. KiKi was originally cast as one of six 
dancers and as the assistant choreographer to 
Otis Sallid. After only three episodes, Otis 
departed the show, and with his blessings, KiKi 
became the choreographer for the new late-nite 
variety show and choreographed the now famous 
white feather fan dance opening, and the finale 
that ran for over 12 years.  

KiKi quickly became best known as the Apollo 
‘Queen of Fashion.’ For 15 years, she starred as 
the smashing co-host of the original “It's 
Showtime at the Apollo” with four co-hosts 

including Sinbad, Steve Harvey, Mark Curry, and 
Rudy Rush. Every weekend, the public rushed 
to the television to see what KiKi would wear as 
she introduced and graced the stage with 
budding performers on Amateur Nite. KiKi was 
featured in the Apollo Minute, and she also 
became the host of the Amateur Teens segment. 
She performed on the show with the dancers 
and also did a special dance performance with 
Freddy Jackson.  

In 1993, KiKi decided to expand her career into 
acting and moved to Hollywood, California to 
test the waters in television and film. After the 
end of the run of “It’s Showtime at the Apollo” 
the same producers called her with great news. 
A new late-nite variety show, shot in Los 
Angeles, and KiKi would be the Host of the 
show. The new show was called NBC’s “Live in 
Hollywood" which KiKi hosted for two seasons. 
Then, along came TV ONE’S Game show, "The 
Bid Whist Party Throwdown,” a great show 
which aired for one season.  

KiKi was blessed to appear in numerous TV 
sitcoms, movies, and studio films. Guest starring 
roles include  “Everybody Hates Chris,” “NYPD 
Blue,” “LadyBoss,” “Family Law,” “Yes Dear,” 
“General Hospital,” “A Different World,” and she 
costarred as ‘Trelawney’ in the Hulk Hogan 
action series "Thunder in Paradise". Other film 
credits include:  the awardwinning film short, 
Sunday Evening Haircut" written by and starring 
Reginald VelJohnson and Victoria Rowell’s 
“BlackJack Christmas” movie airing on BET.   

Ms. Shepard’s notable stage venture, “Moments 
in Time- An Interview,” was a conversation 
with today’s movers and shakers from all 
walks-of-life. Interviews highlighted the 
lives of Phylicia Rashad, Obba 
Babatunde, Lynn Whitfield, Tamara Tunie, 
Mike Epps, Terrence Howard, Camryn 
Manheim, and Vivica Fox. KiKi's 
one-woman show, "Its Showtime...An 
Evening with KiKi Shepard", premiered 
at the Black Academy of Arts and 
Letters in Dallas, Texas, where critics 
called her an" Utter Delight". The 
show traced her 20 years in the 
dance world before embarking 
upon an acting career. 

Through the many 
accomplishments and accolades 
KiKi achieved, she was most 
enthusiastic about her work raising 
awareness, advocacy, and 
education about Sickle Cell Disease. 

In 1993, at the request of Glynn and 
Jo-An Turman, KiKi appeared as a 
celebrity guest at a golf tournament in the 
Bahamas for the Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of America. That experience 
triggered a memory of a doctor’s visit in New 
York where she was told that she had the 
sickle cell trait. KiKi immediately went to the 
then National Director and said, ‘use me,’ and 
they did!!  She toured the country as a 
national spokesperson and celebrity host for 
10 years, raising awareness of SCD. When 
the national leadership team moved from LA 
to Baltimore, KiKi started sponsoring her own 
bowling tournament for Sickle Cell Disease 
awareness. The bowling tournament became 
so well-attended and loved; it convinced her to 
start her foundation. In 2006, with the support of 
some very dedicated advocates, family, and 
friends, KiKi began her personal path of 
advocacy to raise awareness and educate the 

public about Sickle Cell disease. In 2006, she 
established The KIS Foundation, Inc. which 
strives to improve the social health and 
quality of life for patients and families living 
with Sickle Cell Disease. 

Today, KiKi's KIS Foundation hosts an 
Annual Celebrity Golf Classic, a 
backpack drive-thru give-a-way, 
COVID-19 Recovery Relief Box, 
and scholarships for Sickle Cell 
warriors.  

Up until her passing, KiKi 
continued to mentor young people 
and encourage education. She was 
most proud of her two grand 
nieces, Lauryn Alexis, and Taylor 
Vaughn. She raised them for over 
twenty years in her role as 
Aunty/Mom, and they are two 
great young productive women. 
She is also proud of her nephew, 
Steph McAlpin, who is pursuing a 
career in acting.  

KiKi was also a dedicated and 
active member of the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc.  



KiKi Shepard lived a life full of love and energy. Her smile lit up any 
room she entered, and her spirit will always soar to the highest.

If you are familiar with the song “It’s a Wonderful Life” by 
Louis Armstrong, you might think he was singing about the 

one and only, KiKi Shepard. Kiki’s spirit was perfectly described 
in the lyrics throughout the song. KiKi was a versatile performer 

who loved entertaining. Whether on film, television, or the stage, 
she was a fixture on American television for over 30 years; acting, 

dancing, and hosting. That was KiKi’s natural arenas and they fit her 
perfectly! 

Born in Tyler, Texas to John and Dorothy Shepard on July 15, 1951, as 
Chiquita Renee' Shepard, she was renamed ‘KiKi’ five days later by her 
older sister, Von Gretchen, who could not pronounce Chiquita …. She 
could only get out KiKi, and it stuck. All three sisters grew up and 
entered into the entertainment world. KiKi was enormously proud of 
her fabulous sisters, renowned international model, Von Gretchen 
McAlpin, and international artist Cassandra Shepard.  

From the time she could walk from kindergarten all the way 
through high school, it became apparent that KiKi’s first love was 
dance. It was her true passion. Her mom, Dorothy Shepard, an 
English teacher for over 50 years, told KiKi she had to get her 
college degree and then she could follow her dreams, and that 
is exactly what she proceeded to do. KiKi graduated from 
Howard University with a BA in Business Administration in 
the top 10% (ten percent) of her class, promptly laid her 
degree in her mother's hands and announced her decision 
that a professional dance career would be her future. 

During her time at Howard University, KiKi met and 
learned from the late great dancer/choreographers 
Mike Malone and Louis Johnson, both of whom 
opened the doors of a professional dance 
career for her through the DC Repertory 
Dance Company. Mike Malone 
encouraged and trained her to 
follow her dreams of professional 
dancing, under the tutelage of 
ballet master Charles Augins, 
and then, mentor, teacher, and 
acclaimed choreographer 
Louis Johnson opened up the 
New York-based professional 
world of dance for her after 
leaving Washington, D.C.  

During her time at the DC Repertory Dance 
Company, KiKi performed in such notable 
ballets as – The Balls, Spirit in the Dark, When 
Malindy Sings - where she played Aretha 
Franklin, No Outlet, For All We Know, and 
Genesis, Juba, & Other Jewels: A Songstep of 
Black America, and Changes, to name a 
few….. all directed and choreographed by Mike 
Malone and Louis Johnson. 

One of KiKi's most favorite and most 
challenging memories while at the DC 
Repertory Dance Company was performing in 
the ballet, “No Outlet.” The ballet followed the 
story of a magnificently talented dark-skinned 
Black Ballerina who could not make it in the 
White Dance World because of the color of her 
skin, which finally drove the young ballerina 
crazy. This ballet told a true story that affected 
so many dancers of color as they strived to 
break color barriers in the dance world. It was 
an experience and story KiKi could identify with 
wholeheartedly. She once stated, “I too, could 
not blend in with the white ballet world because 
of the darkness of my skin, but I still knew I was 
exceptional. Others’ opinions would not stop 
me. I was determined to excel in the world of 
dance. And I did!!!” 

KiKi’s six-year dance journey in Washington, 
D.C. culminated in the DC Repertory Dance 
Company's appearance at FESTAC, the 2nd 
WORLD BLACK ARTS’ FESTIVAL in Lagos, 
Nigeria in 1977. What an amazing and 
memorable experience.  

Upon her return to the US, KiKi knew it was time to 
make that move. In 1978, she struck out for the 
bright lights of New York City and Broadway. This 
big move laid the foundation for the next thrilling 
and amazing 11 years of her career. 
Once KiKi arrived in New York, she hit the ground 
running. She was immediately cast in the first 
national tour of the hit musical “Bubbling’ Brown 
Sugar,” choreographed by the legendary Billy 
Wilson, and went on to perform across America. 
She then returned to New York and Broadway 
production for 2 years. Shortly after that, KiKi was 
called to do the first international tour of Bubblin’ 
Brown Sugar with most of the original cast in 
Amsterdam and Paris, France. The French press 
called her legs “simply beautiful.”

KiKi performed in other hit Broadway productions 
for ten straight years such as, “Alice” with Debbie 
Allen and Paula Kelly, choreographed by Talley 
Beatty “The Wiz,” choreographed by George 
Faison, “Comin’ Uptown” with Gregory Hines, 
choreographed by Michael Peters. “Reggae” 
choreographed by Otis Sallid: “Your Arms Too 
Short to Box with God” choreographed by Talley 
Beatty, for over 5 years, featuring Jennifer Holiday, 
and later, Patti Labelle and Al Green. She also 
danced in the pre-Broadway show Sing, Mahalia, 
Sing, choreographed by George Faison. 

From 1977-1989, KiKi appeared in the movies: 
“The Wiz” starring Diana Ross, 1977, 
choreographed by Louis Johnson; “A Rage in 
Harlem” in 1981, starring Gregory Hines and 
Forest Whitaker, choreographed by Otis Sallid; 
“Cotton Club”, 1984 starring Gregory Hines, 

choreographed by George Faison and Arthur 
Mitchell; “The Josephine Baker Story”, 
choreographed by George Faison, starring Lynn 
Whitfield and Kene Holiday; in 1995- 97 “Ms. 
Evers Boys”, “Harlem Nights”, and “Sunday 
Evening Haircut”. She also appeared in videos 
with Roberta Flack, Glenn Jones, Betty Carter, 
Cameo, Evelyn Champagne King, Earth, Wind, & 
Fire, Aretha Franklin at Radio City Music Hall, and 
the final performance with Lionel Ritchie and the 
Commodores, also at Radio City Music Hall. 

KiKi collaborated with the amazing choreographer 
Ed Love for over 7 years, where she performed 
and assisted on videos like “Pink Cadillac” with 
Aretha Franklin, and taught Mariah Carey how to 
walk up and down stairs without looking down in 
one of her earliest videos. She also assisted Mr. 
Love in the creation of the fantastic musical 
“American Jukebox,” a fabulous farce where 50’s 
rock & roll artists take two young kids on a tour of 
the music of the 50’s, the amazing songs, and 
R&R history,,,, all inside a big jukebox!!  KiKi 
stepped in many times and performed the Tina 
Turner role to Rollin on the River, and the killer 
4-minute-long dance number, “Devil in a Blue 
Dress”. KiKi and Ed Love also choreographed 
numerous commercials during their time together 
and created and choreographed a visitor’s 
commercial for the island of Cancun, Mexico 
where KiKi danced the role of the Sun Goddess. 

KiKi was blessed to be a part of two outstanding 
All-American national productions with 
choreographer/director Michael Peters. The first 
was the 100th anniversary of Coca Cola presented 
in Atlanta, Georgia. The second was the 100th 
Anniversary of the US held all over New York City. 
A huge full city and national celebration. 

In 1989, a little-known TV show called "It’s 
Showtime at the Apollo" changed her life 
completely. KiKi was originally cast as one of six 
dancers and as the assistant choreographer to 
Otis Sallid. After only three episodes, Otis 
departed the show, and with his blessings, KiKi 
became the choreographer for the new late-nite 
variety show and choreographed the now famous 
white feather fan dance opening, and the finale 
that ran for over 12 years.  

KiKi quickly became best known as the Apollo 
‘Queen of Fashion.’ For 15 years, she starred as 
the smashing co-host of the original “It's 
Showtime at the Apollo” with four co-hosts 

including Sinbad, Steve Harvey, Mark Curry, and 
Rudy Rush. Every weekend, the public rushed 
to the television to see what KiKi would wear as 
she introduced and graced the stage with 
budding performers on Amateur Nite. KiKi was 
featured in the Apollo Minute, and she also 
became the host of the Amateur Teens segment. 
She performed on the show with the dancers 
and also did a special dance performance with 
Freddy Jackson.  

In 1993, KiKi decided to expand her career into 
acting and moved to Hollywood, California to 
test the waters in television and film. After the 
end of the run of “It’s Showtime at the Apollo” 
the same producers called her with great news. 
A new late-nite variety show, shot in Los 
Angeles, and KiKi would be the Host of the 
show. The new show was called NBC’s “Live in 
Hollywood" which KiKi hosted for two seasons. 
Then, along came TV ONE’S Game show, "The 
Bid Whist Party Throwdown,” a great show 
which aired for one season.  

KiKi was blessed to appear in numerous TV 
sitcoms, movies, and studio films. Guest starring 
roles include  “Everybody Hates Chris,” “NYPD 
Blue,” “LadyBoss,” “Family Law,” “Yes Dear,” 
“General Hospital,” “A Different World,” and she 
costarred as ‘Trelawney’ in the Hulk Hogan 
action series "Thunder in Paradise". Other film 
credits include:  the awardwinning film short, 
Sunday Evening Haircut" written by and starring 
Reginald VelJohnson and Victoria Rowell’s 
“BlackJack Christmas” movie airing on BET.   

Ms. Shepard’s notable stage venture, “Moments 
in Time- An Interview,” was a conversation 
with today’s movers and shakers from all 
walks-of-life. Interviews highlighted the 
lives of Phylicia Rashad, Obba 
Babatunde, Lynn Whitfield, Tamara Tunie, 
Mike Epps, Terrence Howard, Camryn 
Manheim, and Vivica Fox. KiKi's 
one-woman show, "Its Showtime...An 
Evening with KiKi Shepard", premiered 
at the Black Academy of Arts and 
Letters in Dallas, Texas, where critics 
called her an" Utter Delight". The 
show traced her 20 years in the 
dance world before embarking 
upon an acting career. 

Through the many 
accomplishments and accolades 
KiKi achieved, she was most 
enthusiastic about her work raising 
awareness, advocacy, and 
education about Sickle Cell Disease. 

In 1993, at the request of Glynn and 
Jo-An Turman, KiKi appeared as a 
celebrity guest at a golf tournament in the 
Bahamas for the Sickle Cell Disease 
Association of America. That experience 
triggered a memory of a doctor’s visit in New 
York where she was told that she had the 
sickle cell trait. KiKi immediately went to the 
then National Director and said, ‘use me,’ and 
they did!!  She toured the country as a 
national spokesperson and celebrity host for 
10 years, raising awareness of SCD. When 
the national leadership team moved from LA 
to Baltimore, KiKi started sponsoring her own 
bowling tournament for Sickle Cell Disease 
awareness. The bowling tournament became 
so well-attended and loved; it convinced her to 
start her foundation. In 2006, with the support of 
some very dedicated advocates, family, and 
friends, KiKi began her personal path of 
advocacy to raise awareness and educate the 

public about Sickle Cell disease. In 2006, she 
established The KIS Foundation, Inc. which 
strives to improve the social health and 
quality of life for patients and families living 
with Sickle Cell Disease. 

Today, KiKi's KIS Foundation hosts an 
Annual Celebrity Golf Classic, a 
backpack drive-thru give-a-way, 
COVID-19 Recovery Relief Box, 
and scholarships for Sickle Cell 
warriors.  

Up until her passing, KiKi 
continued to mentor young people 
and encourage education. She was 
most proud of her two grand 
nieces, Lauryn Alexis, and Taylor 
Vaughn. She raised them for over 
twenty years in her role as 
Aunty/Mom, and they are two 
great young productive women. 
She is also proud of her nephew, 
Steph McAlpin, who is pursuing a 
career in acting.  

KiKi was also a dedicated and 
active member of the Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority Inc.  
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To Our Sweet Aunty Kiki,

Thank you for 
       loving us so deeply.

Words could never truly express the love and 
gratitude we feel when we think of you. You 
were our light, our strength, our happiness, and 
so much more than an aunt—you were a parent 
to us.

Thank you for every sacrifice you made and 
every lesson you taught us. You showed us 
how to be strong, independent Black women, to 
always have our own, and to never depend on 
anyone. But the one thing we always knew was 
that we could depend on you, no matter what.

From changing our diapers and caring for us 
when we were sick, to cheering us on at our 
school events and celebrating every milestone, 
your love never wavered. The list of 
everything you’ve done for us could go 
on forever.

Aunty, losing you has completely 
broken our hearts. While it’s 
incredibly painful knowing 
you’re no longer here with us 
physically, we feel your 
presence everywhere we go. 
We know you’ll continue to 
watch over us as we grow 
into the women you raised 
us to be.

We promise to live life to 
the fullest, just as you did. 
We’ll strive to be kinder, 
more selfless, more 
patient, and stronger 
every day because that’s 
the example you set for 
us. Your love, your 
wisdom, and your spirit 
will forever be a part of 
who we are.

We love you more than 
words can ever say, 
Aunty Kiki. Thank you for 
loving us so deeply. We will 
carry you in our hearts, 
honor your legacy, and 
keep your name alive 
forever.
FOREVER YOUR GIRLS

-Lala and Taytay



My Big Beautiful Village



When I come to the end of the road

And the sun has set for me

I want no rites in a gloom filled room
Why cry for a soul set free?

Miss me a little, but not for long

And not with your head bowed low

Remember the love that once we shared
Miss me, but let me go.

For this is a journey we all must take

And each must go alone.

It's all part of the master plan
A step on the road to home.

When you are lonely and sick at heart

Go to the friends we know.

Laugh at all the things we used to do

Miss me, but let me go.
by Christina Rossetti

Let Me GoLet Me Go
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