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Unit 3: Writing—Create a Research Report

Overview

the associations you bring to the research report, then you most likely
have been approaching this kifid of assignment with the wrong goal.
When we go about writing a research report, our aim is not to find every

information and ideas. The purpose of finding information and ideas,
however, is to answer questions. That's right, the research project and report
is all about taking a topic and asking questions of it. The researcher—in
this case, you—then strikes out to discover evidence to answer these
questions. When you think of the research project as a quest to find
answers, you transform the project from a tiresome exercise to an exciting
mission. After gathering evidence upon which to base answers, the
researcher then shares the evidence and answers with readers through a
report or article.

This unit will take you through the steps in writing a research paper: (1)
selecting a topic, (2) developing questions on your topic, (3) researching
answers to your questio then (4) draftimg your report. A
1mportant part of draftl your report 1nc1u telling your re

ion You w11 also t
ader yo rrowe
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Vocabulary

Study the vocabulary words and definitions below.

o

criteria ... rules or tests used to make a judgment;
standards used to evaluate something

direct quotation. .........c.ccceueuceeee. the use of the exact words someone has
written or spoken

encyclopedia ..o, works that provide general articles on a
wide variety of subjects; specialized
encyclopedias contain a wide variety of
articles on a particular subject or field of

on the Works Cited page

paraphrase ...........cccccoeiiniinnnn the use of your own words to retell
detail information or ideas from a text
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plagiarism.............ccccoonnn to use someone else’s information,
ideas, or work without giving credit to
the writer

ext ...

thesis statement............................ a statement that tells your readers what
you believe about a topic; a statement
that makes a claim about your topic; a
statement that tells readers what a
report or other text will discuss and
support

topic sentence ...........cccocceveerennens a statement that tells readers the main
point or claim of a paragraph; the rest of

a page at the end of an essay, article,
pamphlet, or book that lists in
alphabetical order all the sources cited
within the text
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The Research Report: Telling Readers What You've
Found

ten a research paper, you may
ills you have never used
have been doing
instance, think
expensive item
and et oufito ifferent brands or
models. The topic of your research was the item you
wante@'to buy, whether it was a CD player, a

computer, or a pair of roller-blades.

What is the price of each CD player?
How high is the sound quality of each player?
How durable is each player?

How convenient to use is each player?

You may have asked many more questions about your choices. If you are a
smart consumer, you went about getting answers to your specific
questions. You may have asked (or interviewed) friends and experts. You
may have studied the brochures and information provided by the
manufacturers. You may have used books, magazines, and the Internet to

find answers to your qu tiofs.
ce el your s 1C qlies
sweryo i " Which CD
ur searc y Was

your answe ritten them into a report, you would have produced a
research pape

You see, a research paper, like a search for the best CD player to buy, is an
investigation into a topic or subject. The researcher seeks out answers to
questions. As the word research suggests, the researcher searches for
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information and ideas. Synonyms for research, or words that are similar in
meaning to research, are investigate, examine, explore, and study.

liestions about a topic and then strikes out to
foramswers. i abg

det@etive depends upo
th are
T

Some of the reports or essays you write will be on assigned topics. For
example, your biology teacher may ask you to write a report on how
some of Florida’s wetlands are being lost and damaged by people. Your
history teacher may ask you to explain the causes of the Civil War. You
may even find yourself writing on an assigned topic as part of your job.
If, for example, you become a manager for a company, your supervisor
may ask you to write a paper or memo on whether the company should
open a store in a particular city or try to sell its products to a particular
chain of stores. In each of these cases, you were given a question to

wer. You were, in a sense, a detective who had been given a case to
e. You then struck out to find trété or valid solutiéns or answers.

givien a Very/general subject. then your
seftil to rit ur research.

eacher may ask yo i ssay on

daNouWou a indla reason

etc. You may decide to write about the Gulf coast because you love to eat
shrimp and wonder whether pollution or overfishing are endangering
this shellfish. Your history teacher may ask you to choose any aspect of
the Civil War to research and write about for a topic. You might choose to

Questions, Search for Answers
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write on those people who went against the majority in the South and
fought for the Union army, or those people who went against the majority
in the North and fought for the Confederacy, or any one of a hundred
other interesting topics.

kes more effort
ave its benefits:
ing that excites

In this unit you will write a re§éarch report on the general topic of
American heroes. You, however, will choose the particular American you
research and write about for your research report.

3 Selecting the Writing Topic

e
make a case as to whether a &

famous person of your choice is m
a hero or is not a hero

Albert Einstein

the person you - -
seloct munt have | [discover who this person was

died before you and what he or she did to
were born become famous

Charles . ’
Lindberg research and analysis will lead to

one or two conclusions:

(1) this person was (2) this person, although
truly a hero famous, does not meet
the criteria for a hero

-
conclusion will beco:
n S is st
B r T.

In this unit you will write a research paper that makes a case as to whether
a famous person of your choice is a hero or is not a hero. The person you
select to study must have died before you were born. (This will ensure
that you will find enough material for a research paper on him or her.)

Billy the Kid
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Your research on the person will discover who this person was and what
he or she did to become famous. Your research and analysis will lead you
to one of two conclusions: Either (1) this person was truly a hero, or (2)

is person, although famous, does not meet the ggiteria for a hero.

oint, of your

i @ ither is a

were incredibly strong; some were v
were courageous in the face of adverstty. Some, like
Martin Luther King, Jr. who championed civil rights and

cause in which she believed. She is famous for her book entitled Silent
Spring. In Silent Spring, Carson alerts us to the dangers of pesticides on our
environment. Little was known about these chemicals until she used
research to show how we are poisoning the earth. Although she was
highly criticized for her claims, Carson never quit and was eventually
shown to be right.

A good way to choose your topic—or person—is to use one of the
following three different strategies:

(1) You can choose a person you already know something about. If you've
always wanted to know more about this person, now is your chance.

aps you want to use your ea.h paper to or
already know and will discovefinto a report.

i
Pethap§you
a/famous ica

who this fam merican is and his place
at you should know more about the life of
Benjamin Franklin. If so, use this project to fill in a gap in your knowledge.

is

(3) You can go to a book or other text about heroes or notable persons and
scan the pages until you find someone who intrigues you. Look under
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heroes, for instance, in your library’s card catalog or computerized
catalog. A book on heroes might lead you to scan a chapter on a notable
American named Walt Disney. You may become intrigued by this famous
person after you find out that Florida’s Diggey World is named after him.

bout a hero in a

@ perhaps you

b go where no
keyword, you

the Northwest; Admiral Peary, who attempted to
e North Pole; il A e first ma

]

r Your Search

rt : gath
information. Gathering information about a subject is a lot like gathering
stones in the desert. If you just started picking up stones, you would end
up with an endless number of stones, all different shapes and sizes.
However, if you searched only for pale stones that were smooth and about
the size of your fist, you would be able to limit the number you collected.

Similarly, you will most likely find many articles, books, tapes, and even
videos on your topic. The problem will quickly become not a shortage of
information but rather that there is too much information!

Think back to the example of buying a CD player. If you tried to listen to
and test every one of the hundreds of players now being sold, your search

fall-tilfe project. Ho
an, quickly marro fiel
e just th i
dache .
ey to i

The more you can limit your search, the more efficient your search will be
from beginning to end. So develop the questions you want to answer.

Unit 3: Writing—Create a Research Report
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Begin with the most general question. (Remember: If you were searching
for a CD player, your most general question would be, “Which CD player
is the best buy?”) For this project, the most general question is the
ollowing: “Is this person a hero?” Use this questign to lead you to another
estion: “What makes a hero?” To answer this quiestion you must

ar e

sked,

C
elpflal way to analyze . impl
ero’ uld not be

7 and set off' for

judge whether the famous person you are researching is a hero.

Qualities of a Hero: Criteria for Evaluating a Famous Person

Question (A): Did this person see himself or herself as being on a quest or
mission, and if so, did this person conduct himself or herself with honor
and with an internal sense of right and wrong while on this quest or
mission?

Some people have accomplished many things, but they have done
so dishonestly. In the 1950s, Senator Joe McCarthy became famous
or “hunting” down people he claimed were working to illegally

overthrow the government 0f the"United States. e was soon
dis o ha
evidénce on wk

Rachel Carson, i i r her

laims ab
people’s criticié
government stop her. Her work was scientific—she had evidence for
her claims. She felt she was on a mission, and she accomplished her
quest with honesty and dignity.
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Question (B): Did this person have a special ability that set him or her
apart from most people?

This ability could be, for example, physical. Jackie Robinson, the
first Afr1can—Amer1can baseball player play in the major leagues,

co be intellectual.
k

e sawgnore clearly
planet Earth.

items that have been published within the last couple of years.
Compare these recent evaluations of this person with evaluations
published during or just after his or her lifetime.

Thirty-five years after Rachel Carson’s death, she is more
appreciated and honored than during her own lifetime. We now
know just how accurate her claims were about the environment. In
addition, research has shown just how many obstacles she had to
overcome in order to discover her findings and then to make them
public.

~Qualities of a Hero
i us Person

quest or mission,
with honor and
this quest or

Note how the three criteria above [(A), (B), and (C)] can be used to
structure your essay. The structure of an essay is the way it has been put
together or its design.
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The introductory paragraph is the first paragraph in an essay. It
introduces the subject and states the thesis. The thesis statement tells
readers the main point of the essay or the claim the essay will
support.

ocus of paragr
ragraph three,

details. You may have more body paragraphs that cover other points that
you would like to make about your topic. If so, simply continue to follow
the format described for body paragraphs.

As you can see, spending time doing prewriting will save you much time
when you begin to write your essay. Without a good plan developed
during the prewriting stage, you will just be wandering through your
research like...well, like a wanderer in the desert.

Search for Answers: Finding the Content for Your Report

Now that you know what you are looking for, you can begm your search

catalog, and indexes to magazines and
newspapers to help d specific works on your subject. Catalogs and
indexes will tell where you can find books, chapters in books, articles, and
even multimedia materials on your subject. Most catalogs and indexes
include a brief description of the book, article, or other item. Read these
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closely. Ask yourself, “Does this sound like a book or article that

discusses answers to my questions?” In other words, narrow your search
before you begin hauling armloads of books from the stacks or
downloading articles from a computer.

d ptians'ef thehero’sfamily
accomplishments. As you read a

—born Ivla

p 7, western Pennsylvania;
hero’s lifespan)

—grew up several hundred miles from Atlantic Ocean (surprisin
information because much of her work is on the ocean and marine life

—encouraged by mother to write (she later went on to write important
books on the environment and nature, combining her love for writing
with her love of the ocean)

—earned a scholarship to Pennsylvania College for Women in
Pittsburgh, Penns]ylvania (without this scholarship, she might not
have developed skills to research and write books)

—published Silent Spring in 1962 (the project that launched her
reputation as an environmentalist)

information, V@@ or well-reasoned arguments, or that is written by a
recognized expert on the subject. A reliable source on any topic is an article
or book that is carefully researched and written objectively. An unreliable
source is any material that does not use careful research or that uses
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poorly reasoned arguments. When a classmate passes exaggerated or
unfounded stories about another classmate, he or she is an unreliable
source.

ev

wewer, the

Read the two paragraphs on Rachel Carson below taken from two
different sources. An analysis follows each. (Note: An environmentalist is
someone who studies the environment or our surroundings. The
environment includes the land, the water, even the climate.)

Rachel Carson was the finest environmentalist of all time. Many
people have said so and many books also support this claim. Those
closest to her have said that she was a tireless worker. They also
have said that her work helped change the way we think and use
chemicals on the land. Even her enemies came to fear the strength
of Rachel Carson’s work.

is paragraph presents a boldgepirion about Rach
or claim is not necessarily fals owever, the write

these things may bé or valid statements, but we the readers have only
been given unsupported generalizations. We have not been given specific
evidence which we can check.
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Now read another paragraph on the same topic. The information in the
parentheses directs us to the source of the information. You will learn
more about supplying this information later in the unit.

vironmentalists in history.

Rachel Carson was one of the greatest
ites i n, “No one has

Vlar tes pn_aembiogr

her warnings, and it was
regulating the use of pesti

4

book about T

This paragraph also presents a bold opinion. However, unlike the first
paragraph, this one uses persuasive evidence to support its opinion or
claim. Notice that specific names and people are used. There are no
references to just a general and unnamed source. Instead, there are two
writers who have studied Carson and her work: Mary A. McCay and Paul
Brooks. In addition, readers can also find out if Carson’s book was really
on the New York Times best seller list and whether or not laws were put in
place regulating the use of pesticides. Consequently, a researcher can use
this writer’s claim—"Rachel Carson was one of the greatest
environmentalists in history”—with confidence that it has validity.

English 3

Unit 3: Writing—Create a Research Report 109



&

Application

Write a paragraph that describes how and why you selected the particular person
u chose to research and write about for your researgh report. Begin by
aining which of the three strategies described on pages 102-103 you used to

SEple
REVIEW

English 3
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Find Helpful Sources: Locating Books, Magazine
Articles, and Other Sources That Answer Your
Questions

tely, d systems to help us

@ at may be helpful

There are two systems available in most libraries for finding books: the
nline catalog. The '

public, school and university libraries have their card catalogs on
computer. Computerized or online card catalogs are searched by author,
title, and subject also.

The author card is filed alphabetically according to the first letter of
the author’s last name.

The title card is filed alphabetically according to the first word of the
title, unless the first word in the title is an article (g, an, or, the). In
this case, it is filed alphabetically according to the second word in
the title.

Other information found on the card includes a brief description of the
book, the publisher, and date of publication.
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Let’s say, for example, you want to find a book on a person who was a
leader of the Civil Rights movement in this country during the 1960s. If
you checked the card catalog under “Civil Rights,” you would find all of
e listings of books the library has on this subject, You might find the
owing subject card:

Freedom
PUBLIS : Doubleday
DATE: 1964

s has written
k by
checking its author card:

323.4 D 7373 Douglas, William O.
Freedom of the Mind
PUBLISHER: Doubleday
DATE: 1964
SUBJECTS: Freedom of Speech

Civil Rights

y chance you knew the titlggof the book, you could have located

information on this book by chécking its title card:

UBLISHER: Doubleday
DATE: 1964
SUBJECTS: Freedom of Speech

Civil Rights
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Notice that on the subject, author, and title card, the numbers in the left
margin are the same. In this example, the call number, 323.4 D 7373, directs
you to the location of the book. In this example, you would look for the

stack that had 323.4. Once you located thIht stack, you would find this

book shelved by its number. It would be bgfween a book with the call
i e

r
chel Carson, you
uthowyor title card. If
u run across this

numb
in
subje

0
ronment.” If you did not know the author

computerized catalogs will permit you to search either for books or for
periodicals (magazines and journals). If you are searching for a book, you
will be able to search according to the author, the title, or the subject—the
same options you have when using the card catalog. The online catalog,
however, also permits you to search using a keyword. You can search using
only a part of the title or author’s name.

As a general rule, use only the major key words when doing a keyword
search. Insignificant or common words (such as the, with, from) will only
slow down the search by requiring the computer to retrieve and compare
thousands of entries. Words of one- or two- characters (such as an, be, of,
to) are not processed, so it is a waste of time to enter them. For instance, if
you wanted to look up iflfformation on The Fiénch Revolution,

Some online catalogs can even be accessed through the Internet. This will
make it possible for you to know exactly what you want before you even
go to the library. Once you’ve found the books or periodicals that you
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want to find, you'll need to use a library map or ask the librarian where to
find those particular call numbers.

The Internet has its own language—terms and phrases that are used to
cribe applications and other items common ta this system. Please refer

Browser: A software program o
view various Internet resources. Ne
browser.

Uniform Resource Locator (URL): The standard way to
give the address of any resource on the Internet that is
part of WWW. A URL looks like this: http:/ /
www.yahoo.com OR

ftp:/ / ftp.netscape.com.

World Wide Web (WWW): The entire collection of Internet
resources that can be accessed (including text, graphics, sound
files, etc.) using web browsing material.

Colleges, universities, and many public libraries use LUIS online system
searching. Schools, kindergastengthrough high sghool, use a system
called SUNLINK which allows/@ccess to resources d€ross the state.
SUNL G
L

is

You cali search for 5 i i World Wide
ou cah seareh’y iStrict, regi ire state."To search
information, enter information you know about the materials you
need, then click on “find it.” If you only know the first name of an author
and one or two words of the title, enter that in the appropriate boxes and
SUNLINK will do the work. SUNLINK on the web allows you to search
by format, language, and /or location. Remember: As a general rule, use
only the main key words when doing a “power search.”

7
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Nonprint materials can also be located in SUNLINK. A format search can
be done alone or in combination with entries or the author, title, subject,
and/or anyword lines in the keyword /Boolean search screen. The code
for the format you wish to locate must be entered on the FORMAT/LANG
search line. Here are some of the valid format codes for SUNLINK:

* bBooks—fa
mputer s are—f
Kits—fox
* maps—fex
rdingsfi>V I I

¢ videos and recordings—fgx

al

ra

Find Atrticles: Using the Reader’s Guide to Periodical
Literature

There are many different ways to find articles that have been published on
your subject. However, the Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature has one of
the most complete and helpful listings available to you. The Reader’s Guide
lists articles that have very recently been published and those that were
published long ago. In addition, it is available in the reference section of
most libraries or on CD-ROM.

eader’s Guide to Pexiodical Literature is a

ave been publis

h

s. Bhe Gui

span of years. All
ctieoul et

A subjé@t can also
edtnde ubj

would find & at have been written about Rachel Carson. If you
wanted an article written by a particular author, such as Philip Sterling,
then you would check Sterling, Philip.

Like the card catalog, th
index—it lists articles t
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The Reader’s Guide will tell you, among other details, the name of an
article, the magazine or journal where it can be found, and a brief
description of the article’s subject or content. Before heading for the
eader’s Guide, take a list of all the magazines andjournals your library
ies. This will help you save time. You only wait to copy down the
inform art magazin nal in

ichTt'is publish

ar
n ine A
The Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literathre is an author-subject index to

selected popular periodicals published in the United States. Many other
iodi are lef a varietygof sfibjec n

the listing. If you are doing a research report on videotapes, for example,
you would look under that heading in the alphabetical listing of topics. A
sample entry in the Reader’s Guide might look like the listing below.

Videotapes

Tube Food. il Hi Fi 31:A15Mr; A10-A12 My: A4 Je; 56 O “90

The following will explain each part of the example:
Tube Food is the title of the article.
il means that the article is illustrated or has a picture with it.

name of the magazine in which the

Hi Fi is the abbreviation of t

arti delity
31 is§the n olume of the ine.
1 the thearticle st

Mr names the month of the magazine—March.

A10-A12 My is another article from a different issue of the
magazine. The article is found on pages A10-A12 in the May edition
of High Fidelity magazine.
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A4 Je is a third article from the same magazine on the same subject.
The article is found on page A4 of the June issue of the magazine.

56 O means a fourth article is found in the same magazine, but in
the October issue, starting on page 56.

h yo loekeferfadditional
o will say see at the beginning. In this case,
listed to find information on your topic.

PREVIE

information. Sometimes a list
you must look under the topics

English 3
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Practice

Use the card catalog or online catalog in your school media center to complete
e following. Ask your teacher or librarian for help if gou need it.

ite name of ell- poser, mu
jectof interest.

Write the names of all the booKs given under that subject.

the media cent

Write the name of a familiar book from the card or online catalog.

Write the brief description of the book given on the card or screen.

6. Locate the book on the shelf.

9. Using the call number given on the card or screen, find the location
of the book in the media center.

118 Unit 3: Writing—Create a Research Report



&

Practice

Read the following entry from the Reader’s Guide to Periodical Literature
and answer the questions which follow.

McDonald’s Corp.

Pepsico, Inc.

Sonic Industries, Inc.
en ti

What is the heading of the listing?

2. What is the date of the magazine in which an article was published
entitled “Fast-food joints are getting fried”?

3. In what magazine is there an interview with M. Jacobsen?

4. On what page of Business Week does the article begin about
“Fast-food joints ate getting fried”?

st four topics undertwhich
suideto Periodical Litera
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6. What does il mean in the listing?

7. What do you think the + after People Weekly 21:38 means in the
article entitled “Fat of the Land”?

10. In the Reader’s Guide, find a review of the videotape, Batman. Write
the title of the magazine, volume, page, date, and name of reviewer
below.

English3
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Additional Reference Books: Finding Answers and
Overviews Fast

reference section of your

ithb and volumes that
de to Periodical

n. Encyclopedias
and dictionaries. As you

annot be checked
aphyfIndex is a cumul index (Or lis
1al d magazines.

Dictionary of American BiOﬁmphy contains short biographies of more
than 13,600 Americans who are no longer living.

Bartlett’s Familiar Quotation contains thousands of quotations. The
quotations are arranged in chronological order, from the distant past
to the present. You may want to scan this reference work for an
interesting quotation and then see whether the person who said it
would make a good subject for your essay.

Notable American Women 1607-1950 is a biographical dictionary
containing sketches of more than 1,350 women.

Who's Who in America—1998 is a biographical dictionary of notable
living men and women.

Who Was Who in biographical di of
notable nonlivin .

lished by the Americ ry

The reference works listed above could be especially helpful to you as you
begin to work on your research report. However, biographical reference
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works are just one of many kinds of reference works you will find in your
library. The following are some of the most used reference works:

General Encyclopedias provide articles on a wide range of subjects. The

icles are intended as introductions to their subjécts. Articles are listed
oti by subj th ommonly
ias e the follo

8

* Encyclopedia Americana

* The New Encyclopedia Britannica

encyclopedias available:

* Encyclopedia of Anthropology

* Encyclopedia of Biological Sciences
* Encyclopedia of Crime and Justice
® The Encyclopedia of Philosophy

* Encyclopedia of Psychology

* Reference Encyclopedia of the American Indian

different areas or rggions.

Almanacs are published yearly and contain information about a particular
year. The range of information found in an almanac is quite wide and
includes weather, politics, world events, sports, and economics, to name
just a few.
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Manage Information: Organizing Your Findings

During your search for answers, you will gather many pieces of

information. The kind of system you use f@ managing the information

you gather will make the difference betwegh using your time efficiently or
i ' : ile -to-use notes.

0 indings

ong tten develop their
t10n Most, however, begin w1th one of the

harder to shuffle and manipulate than notecards. Shuffling—cutting and
pasting—is easy on a computer. Unfortunately, most computers are not
portable.

4 7

Three of the Best Ways to Store Your Information

1. 3X5-inch notecards %

2. spiral notebook

Identifying ce is known as documenting the source or citing the
source. If you do not cite a source and give credit where credit is due in
your report, you are, in effect, stealing the information. To steal an idea or
bit of information is called plagiarism. It is a serious offense, as is any
form of theft.
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A good way to manage your information and avoid plagiarism is to set up
a working bibliography. A working bibliography is a list or collection of all
articles, books, and other sources checked for information or ideas while
reparing a report or article. For each source—bogk, article, or other
—take a 3X5-inch Card In the left- hand corngl write the following;:

he book, or
aa Ea 1fe
achel Carson " Del shm

L
L

This information will eventually go on your Works Cited page. The Works
Cited page appears at the end of your report. It provides readers with the
same information on the sources, cited or used, in your report. Readers
will then be able to find these sources if they wish to check your
information or read more on the topic.

The following is a list of the most commonly used entries on a Works
Cited page. Use these forms in our worklng bibliography and then again
our Works Cited page rder of the inf@rmation and the
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The following lists ways to cite entries on your Works Cited page:

e A source that has one author:
Owen, Marna. Health. Paramus, NY: Glob

SO o authors:
inda, and Phillip He A 1l ch. Columbus,
errill, 19

3 source that has more

Fodor, John T, et al. Health for Living. Irvine, CA: Laidlaw Brothers,
Publishers, 1980.

earon Publisher, 1994.

American Heart Association. Exercise and Your Heart. Dallas: American
Heart Association, 1993.

e A source that is an article in a reference book:
“Mammals.” Rare and Endangered Biota of Florida. 1992 ed.

e A source that has a signed article in a magazine:

Gage, Nicholas “The Teacher Who Changed My Life.” Parade Magazine 17
Dec. 1989: 22-23.
ter information

e A source that is eriilical on a com
service:
o) eing Heroe d ew York Times
198 t. il Herges, . Ed. , Miami, FL:
de 1
informa need for thi fe vided by
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Each time you borrow a piece of information or an idea from a book or
article, place a number 1 or number 2, etc., in the right-hand corner of the
notecard, sheet of paper, or computer entry. This number will tell you the
ource this bit of information came from in your tesearch. Write the
iformation on the notecard, followed by the pagé/from which it came. In

headmg (for example Family) on the other card. The more ways you

E Vyo “

encouraged by mother to write

(p. 19)

Family

NS

p-19)
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Borrowing Information from Sources: Using the Summary,
Paraphrase, and Direct Quotation

You will want to collect this information ingways that will be easy to use
when it comes time to organize and write gour report. The three forms

u I ary, p , and direct
quotation.
: ai Import ines

When you summarize an article or book, you use your own words to
capture the main idea(s). The summary boils down the most important

is skill, imgthisyunit, i

the brief description of a story, television program, or movie you told to a
friend. “Oh, the movie was about a young girl who surprises herself by
showing tremendous courage as she saves her family from a killer
hurricane.” In just a few words you have captured the basic idea (or plot).

Many young writers make the mistake of using actual words or sentences
from the source to compose their summary. Rather than gaining a full
understanding of the ideas in the source, they end up simply
remembering some of the actual words in the source. To avoid this
problem, follow the steps below:

1. Preview the article as you would any reading assignment.

of the amticle.
the mar pt

4. Turn the article over and on a 3X5-inch notecard, in your research
notebook, or in a computer file, write a summary using only
fragments. (A fragment is an incomplete sentence.)
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5. When you begin writing your first draft, you will then turn these
fragments into complete sentences and thoughts composed wholly
of your own language.

ember: Even though you have used your o

language to describe
dea gmdeliver ti M 3,SQuiEe, VO i

ave borrowed the

Below is an essay followed by a sample summary. The essay, “How the
Strong Get rEVENge,” is by George Ki Richards. It appeared in the
December 1995 issue of the magazine entitled, Peace Watcher. (Peace

accounts of people who have hurt or even
killed one another during a feud. In nearly all
of these cases, one or both parties felt that
they had been wronged by the other. They
felt the other had been disrespectful to them.
At some point in our lives, almost all of us will
experience this feeling. It is not a new feeling
to the human race. It does seem, however, that
our response to being treated rudely has been to
react with violence. The cast of people who can
incite our need for revenge seems limitless. It may
be our parents or siblings who make us feel small as they take out

not include viol
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Why Hurting Back Feels Good

There is something to be said about hurting those who have hurt
us. There is something about being insulted or hurt by someone
r souls. Almost
egiihe rage rushes
¢ @ . Sometimes
p strike back at
anger. No doubt

there is a momentary satisfaction when you strike back in word or
amous last words to yourself: “No one

keep on hurting us: (b) We get away with our revenge—but not
really. We thought the offender was a loser for acting the way he
did, and now we’ve imitated his behavior. He’s tricked us into the
old monkey see, monkey do response. You may be doing the hurting,
but the offender is pulling your strings.

The Worthy Life Alternative

So what is this sweeter kind of revenge? It's simple and it is the
cornerstone of most modern religions: Live a worthy life! To get
even with someone who has done you harm, don’t attempt to harm
him or yourself. Do not get even with an unsupportive or unloving
parent b doing drugs. D

orfilinitting crimes
oet everp with cruel classmates by fighting or s
ors. The Pest ev i
> hatmed yo ive
udi Wotk hard a r
ccessfulas 1

orthy life, you raise your self-esteem and end the
hurt others have done to you. Best of all, you use
revenge to improve yourself and to learn to take
control of your own life.
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Where Do You Want to Be in 20 Years?

Do some imagining right now to compare the two kinds of
rEVENge available. In the first scenario, your peer group hurts you
and you respond by acting out. You fight or 188e interest in school

g your
.Now FasK you:
at?
ow the Strong Get rEVENge.” Peace Watcher

In “How the Strong Get rEVENge,” George K. Richards argues that
although some people use violence to strike back at those who
humiliate or hurt them, a better way is to “live a worthy life.” In
addition, Richards stated that when you live a worthy life and
achieve your potential, you show the offender that your strength of
character could not be diminished by attacks from others.

Richards, George K.
Dec. 1995: 34-36.

Notice that this summary contains only two sentences and 67 words. The

first sentence tells the main point of the essay—people should respond to
eness by living “a worthy life.” 'ﬂ:e second sentgnce explains the va
er main point—why the wiiter thinks that livingsuch a life provi
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Application

Select one of the articles you have found on your hero. Preview the article and
then read through it twice, making notations iggthe margins or in your notebook
about the topic of each paragraph. Then answefthe questions below to form a

wmr ) s e@e have?

2. What word, phrase, or ffdgment would you use to describe each
section or subheading?

P Vi \

What single word, phrase, or fragment would you use to describe
the main idea of the article?

4. Write the bibliographic information of this article on the line below.

5. Using your answers to questions 2 and 3, write a two- or three-line
summary of the article on the lines below.

English 3
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The Paraphrase: A Retelling in Your Own Words

The paraphrase, like a summary, includes the main idea presented in the
ource material. A paraphrase, however, is longeggUsing your own
guage, your paraphrase retells in detail the inf@fmation and ideas found

Below is a sample of a paraphrase based on the essay, “How the Strong
Get rEVENge,” by George K. Richards, which is on pages 128-130.

Paraphrase: Put It in a Few of Your Own Words

Richards, George K. “How the Strong Get rEVENge.” Peace
Watcher Dec. 1995: 34-36.

In “How the Strong Get rEVENge,” George K. Richards argues that
everyone will face being shown disrespect by someone else. In too
many cases, Richards claims, the experience led to violence,
sometimes even resulting in permanent injury or death. He argues
that there is a better way to ekﬁevenge than using violence.

d that dSing vidle
satisfyi '

ati€ consequences.|On
en ifon

imitated the behaVior of the one who
originally had shown disrespect.
Sometimes we attempt to hurt this
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person, who can be a parent, teacher, or peer, by doing badly in our
school work, job, or in general. Such behavior, he explains, only lets
the offender continue to hurt us.

The best response is to” hve a worthy life” and achieve our

English 3
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Application

Use the same article you used for your summary in the Application on page 131
answer the questions below. Use your answers to pakaphrase the article.

descriptions.)

Section 1: Main idea—

Section 3: Main idea—

Supporting details:

Section 4: Main idea—

Supporting details:

3. Write the bibliographic information of this article on the line below.
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The Direct Quotation: Using an Actual Word, Phrase, or
Sentence from a Source

In some instances you will want to use thegactual words of the author.

Sometimes a word, phrase, or sentence is

tha pldCe@ Wil
henyou récord ething
tations must be put i

borrowed material, you must

Why, when some youths feel they have been shown disrespect do
they respond by doing things they otherwise would never consider?
The writer Ginger K. Richards says that the pain of being shown
disrespect often turns to rage, and then the “rage rushes through us
like wildfire, burning up our good sense, our self-control, and
leaving in its wake nothing but itself” (page number xx).

As another example, imagine that you have found a quotation about
Rachel Carson from the famous scientist Hermann J. Muller in a book by
Philip Sterling. The scientist praised Carson for calling attention to the
“...ever accumulating multitudes of poisons which are permeating the
human body.” A quotation from Muller in Sterling’s book would be a
good testimonial to Car betause he is so Well respected in sci
find a g@od pla

The skillful writer uses only a few quotations. Too many quotations will
overshadow your own voice, words, and ideas. So use quotations the way
you would use a strong spice in cooking—just a pinch or two.
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Application

Using the same article you used for your paraphrase in the Application on page
4, follow the directions below to create your topic sentence.

ds
important

3. Create a sentence which combines your own words and the quoted

phrase. (Remember to surround the phrase with quotation marks.)

4. Write a phrase to introduce the quoted sentence. (For help in how to
combine an introductory phrase with a direct quotation, see the
example on page 135.)

Engiish-3
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Structure Your Research Report: Using Your Questions
to Organize Your Essay

Once you have collected the information ideas you want, it is time to
ure. Like a building,
a structure is to

5 project, the main

provide this information. In addition, this biography should create interest
in your readers. You will know your opening paragraph is successful if
readers begin thinking: “This is interesting, tell me more!” This paragraph

will also lead up to and include a thesis statement.)

Paragraph 2: Did this person have a mission or quest, and did he or she
maintain a strong sense of right or wrong, even in the face of obstacles?
(This is simply the first criterion for determining whether this person is a
hero.)

Paragraph 3: Did this person demonstrate any special abilities, for
example, insight, extre lligence, or p
simply the second criterion f determining

usa

e th1 cri

Paragraph ! an we learn from this person’s history? In what
ways would thisperson serve as a good role model? In what ways
would this person not serve as a role model? (In the concluding
paragraph, you will want to highlight and tie together the essay’s
important points. In addition, you will want to draw a final conclusion for
readers.)
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To begin organizing your information and ideas, separate your notecards
into five piles corresponding with the five paragraphs on page 137. If you
have used a word or phrase to describe each notecard, this job should be

examine
rds, along
ch topic
the

following:

In spite of the many obstacles Rachel Carson faced, she continued
trying to alert the public about threats to the environment.

The pieces of information, or notecards, are ordered in the following way
to best support and explain the topic sentence:

Information #1: corporations, farmers criticized Carson’s book Silent
Spring

se of DDT

Information #2: Carson att kertx

(dichlorodiphenyltrichloroéthan€) pesticide; corporations said thi
res elia dedgto u

Information # - ause sh woman; women couldn’t
be frustedjstuc rc

Information #4 ercame poor health: cancer, arthritis, ulcer

Information #5: persevered; Silent Spring led to laws banning/
restricting use of dangerous chemicals
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Application

After separating your information into paragraph piles and studying your notes,
fill in the blanks below to create a topic outline. Use only fragments —a word or

phrase.
at Iord Iphral be s this efe?

In what order will your information best support this claim?

ati 1:
ati 2:
Informationl or idea #3:

Information or idea #4:

2. Did this person have a quest or mission, and did he or she go about
this quest or mission with a strong sense of right and wrong?

In what order will your information best support these claims?

Information or idea #1:

Information or idea #2:
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5.

3.

Did this person have a special ability, and if so, what was it?

Information or idea #2:

Information or idea #3:

Information or idea #4:

What can we learn from this person’s life? Would he or she make a
good role model? Why or why not?

In what order will your i ortation best supp@rt or explain the

Inform n

Inform n

Information #3:

Information #4:
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Writing the First Draft: Turn Your Research into
Sentences and Paragraphs

So far in this unit, you have selected a topi€ kept a working bibliography
€S, Al ganized these notes

there will be at least a second dgaft. Knowing that you will have the
opportumty to revise and improve this draft should help you to write

e Thesis Statement: Making Your Claim

Your first task is to write a thesis statement. A thesis statement tells your
readers what you believe about your topic. It is a claim: a statement the
rest of your essay will support. Your topic, for example, may be Rachel
Carson; however, Rachel Carson is not your thesis statement. Your thesis
statement would make a claim or state an opinion about her: She is a
hero; or she is not a hero according to the criteria being used to evaluate
her. In this particular research paper, your thesis statement will tell your
readers the answer you found to this question: “Is this person a hero?” A
good way to determine this answer is by using the following chart:

2. 1s person have a special ability that set him
or her apart from most people?

3. Do we still see this person as a hero?
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If your selected person scores a YES on all three criteria above, then he or
she is a complete hero. If he or she scores a YES on two criteria, then he or
she has heroic qualities and is nearly a hero. If he or she scored only a
ingle YES, then he or she is not a hero.

ent for an
ich she
nt, and
eda

end of the

(paragraphs 2, 3, and 4). Paragraph 2 will show that she pursued her goal or
mission in an honorable way; paragraph 3 will show that she had a special kind
of insight about the environment; and paragraph 4 will show that she is still
considered a hero. As you can see, a thesis statement not only states the main
idea you will develop in your report, it may also indicate the organization
pattern your report will follow. The thesis statement will also reflect your
tone and point of view regarding the topic.

Paragraph 1: The Introduction

In the first sentence of your essay, tell readers something startling or
resting about this person. This ill hook thelr interest and give the

Although she grew up hundreds of miles from the ocean, Rachel Carson
developed a lifelong interest in the sea. She was born on May 27, 1907,
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in western Pennsylvania and lived there until she left to attend
college in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. Even as a child she loved to
write and was encouraged by her mother to do so (Wadsworth 19).
After taking science courses in college, she became torn between
becoming a writer and studying science(Sterling 58). Fortunately,
as éve ' o e he : es and became
s

0¢
p

partic
1that'she was rig
s use of chemicals became her mission.
Because of the honorable way in
which she puzsue issi

a complete

Body Paragraphs: The Meat of the Essay

Each body paragraph should begin with a topic sentence. The topic
sentence works in a paragraph the same way a thesis statement works in
an essay. Whereas the thesis statement tells readers the main point or
claim of the essay, the topic sentence conveys the main point or claim of
the paragraph.

You will use the information and ideas you’ve researched, as well as your
own thoughts, to complete the paragraph. The paragraph must persuade
readers that the claim or opinion made in your topic sentence is valid. (In
the sample paragraph on pages 142-143, the topic sentence is italicized.)

Remember: Like the thesis st!tement, the to

im, 5 an Opifion, as
r ex hattead, el
as publis a sfaterent of fact
rified."The cannot be a

claim that t! the paragraph can support and discuss. A good way
to think of a topic sentence (and a thesis statement) is to imagine yourself
standing before your class. You begin by saying, “Today I will try to

convince you that . ..” and then complete this sentence with a claim or an
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opinion. You will then use the rest of your time (or paragraph) to persuade
your classmates that your claim or opinion is valid.

Study the example of a body paragraph below. Look at the topic sentence:
, she continued trying
N t this

ir ars she

t he writer’s
ritek mustgpersuade

Use a test to see whether your topic séntence (or thesis statement) is a
claim or a fact. Try to write a question about your topic sentence that
ot be"answered b ation in the topic énte

the sun?” Th
fore, this

Now consider the above topic sentence: “In spite of the many obstacles
Rachel Carson faced, she continued trying to alert the public about threats
to the environment.” Here are some of the questions this sentence
suggests: “What were the obstacles Carson faced?” “How did she continue
trying to alert the public about threats to the environment?” “What were
the threats to the environment?” As you read the body paragraph below,
notice how each of these questions is answered in the paragraph. As you
can see, the topic sentence prompts questions that the rest of paragraph
must answer. (In the sample paragraph below, the topic sentence is
italicized.)

ple of a body paragraph: |

attack on DDT (€ odiphenyltrichloroethane), a chemical used
to kill damaging insects (Wadsworth 92). Chemical companies
called her research unreliable, and farmers claimed that without
these chemicals, they would not be able to grow enough crops to
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feed the American people. Carson, however, stuck by her research.
Carson also had to overcome another obstacle—her poor health.
While working on Silent Spring she suffered from cancer, arthritis,
and an ulcer (Kudlinski 51). However, pothing could stop her, and
Silent Spring led to many laws banningf@r restricting the use of

summarize the body paragraphis. It should also add an insight that you,
the writer, have based on your research and thinking. Notice that even the
g par tepic senten@e, ch t the

writing and science, and found a way to do both rather than
sacrifice one. When her discoveries about the harm chemicals were
doing to the environment were attacked, she—a
single woman facing powerful corporate men—
would not back down. Through it all she acted
with confidence, probably because she loved
writing about nature and did careful research to
back up her claims. Passion and knowledge

were her weapons in the very important fight

she waged. In the end, her work made a difference
in the way we treat planet Earth.

English 3
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Practice

Place a Vnext to the examples below that could be used as topic sentences. Place
X next to the examples that could not be used as topic sentences. Next to the
ples that are topic sentences, write the questions|the topic sentence prompts.

Reme : ic ac o1a71 opinio
) o hufticanes|s h Florida last year.
hereas is
essary for anyone Who i e

successful in the Information Age.

4. The high temperature yesterday was 92°.

5. The best all-around exercise is roller-blading.
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7. The United States is bordered in the west by the Pacific
Ocean and in the east by the Atlantic Ocean.

ﬂ any businesses

PREVIE

English 3
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Application

Answer the questions and fill in the blanks below to produce the hook, thesis

tatement, and topic sentences of your report.
hook yo rs’ interest

about this person?

person fits or does not fit the criteria for being considered a hero.

Paragraph 2 (body)

3. (topic sentence—first sentence in paragraph:) Tell whether this
person was on a quest or mission and whether he or she had a
strong internal sense of right and wrong.
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Paragraph 3 (body)

4. (topic sentence—first sentence in paragraph:) Tell whether this
person had a special ability that set her or him apart from most
people.

Paragraph 5 (conclusion)

6. (topic sentence—first sentence in paragraph:) Describe what we can
learn from this person’s life, if anything.

nglish 3

*As noted before, you may have more body paragraphs depending on the amount of relevant
research material you found.
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Writing Your First Draft: Get Your Thoughts and
Research on Paper

this point you should have the opening sentenge, thesis statement, and
c sentences. N ar dy to begin draf

, or waiting, your
iofof rt, you will
e irst draft
ing thatyou will have an
s d X you as

5 you can, but don’t sweat over

and statistics—from reliable sources. The rest of the paragraph, then, must
have enough relevant information or reasons to persuade readers that
your claim is valid or believable. The sentences that deliver this support
are called detail sentences. Many paragraphs also have a concluding
sentence that summarizes the paragraph by restating the central idea. The
topic sentence and the concluding sentence are the most general
statements in a paragraph.

There are many different ways to provide details in a paragraph. The
categories below are some of the most common and effective ways of
developing detail sentences.

| Definitions. Use a definifibn #l define a wor process, or a
m % ans 10 Irs.
scripfions.Use description to what something look
, i ou

like, feels lik s like, tastes like, etc.

Example: The rotting fish was mottled and covered with algae.
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3. Examples. Use an example to give readers a specific instance.

Example: A ball tossed into the air shows the force of gravity.

4. Facts. Use a fact to support an opini@h or claim you are making.
: c eat they got home
i per ages)Use sta s to prove what

Sometimes writers have a hard time including enough details to support a
main idea. If this happens to you, check the list above for ideas on the
kind of details you could add to your paragraph.

Remember: Readers need clear and accurate details to understand what
you have written.

Study the example below of a paragraph that has a topic sentence
followed by detail sentences. The topic sentence is italicized.

Until about 150 years ago, most parents thought of and treated their
children as younger adults. Many children worked right along side of
their parents as soongas they were old enugh. If the father w
cobbler, his children #ost likely helped t

edin fd@tori ht
ildfén j ing rig
have lengthy ¢ 0
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Notice that the topic sentence clearly states the main idea of the paragraph.
It helps readers prepare for what follows: Readers expect that the
sentences that follow, the detail sentences, will discuss, explain, and support
ow children were treated as “younger adults.” Read the paragraph again,
note how each detail sentence refers to the topic sentence.

cturi r Baragraph: The Fi
ar have a e numb

earned texts may run as many as 20 0r even 30 sentences. At this point in
your writing career, try to compose paragraphs of about five sentences. In
this number of sentences, you can present a topic sentence with enough

aﬂs Hd Eg V I E

in very

English 3
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Practice

Underline the topic sentence of the following paragraphs. Then tell if it was
developed by examples, facts, descriptions, or rgasons.

ecies is over 100
large colonies
ger than most
and workers

live

ctsilQue
nearly 10 years.

2. Ti as influenced the ma

styles of @rchitécture. Early American
is charactefized by simple reetangles. The Goghiic style, which{dates
backite the'middle’of the 12thi€entury, has a pointed-e rathe
than the rounded arch of the earlier Romanesque style. The
Renaissance style of the 15th century was a revival of the
Romanesque. The skyscraper is an example of modern architecture,
which can use the characteristics of earlier styles.

English 3
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3. The scientific method involves several steps. First you identify a
problem—a question that you think you can answer through further
investigation. Next you gather more information to determine a
possible answer to your question. This possible answer is called a
hypothesis. Then you carry out an experimént to test your

to our questions and mysteries
useful.

ill be accurate and, most likely,
n play a major in whe ot you get the

pair of Tipped jea I you

can’t perform the job, they may cost you a chance to show that you
are a good worker. Employers generally look for applicants who
dress neatly and conservatively. Before applying for a particular job,
take a look at how others who work there dress. This will give you a
good idea of how to dress for your interview.

English 3
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Practice

Practice writing a five-sentence paragraph by using the instructions below.
You can use this format when you compose youd paragraphs for your research
report. Remember A pamgmph can contazn many dzﬁ‘erent number of sentences,

nglish 3
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There are many building blocks in an essay or a report.
Aords, of course, are the smallest building

readable. It
and ideas in
nit

A paragraph, as you know, is a group of sentences that all discuss and
support a single idea or claim. When all of the sentences in a paragraph
discuss, illustrate, or otherwise develop the main idea, the paragraph has
unity. All of the sentences are unified or work together. A good test for
every paragraph you write is to take each sentence and ask: “Does this
sentence focus on the topic sentence or main idea?” If it does, then it adds
to the unity of the paragraph. If it does not, then it should be revised to do
so. If you discover that the content of the sentence is not directly focused

on the main idea, then delete it.
ie.
if.the

. Your interest would be
lessened. So it is w ead a paragraph that is focused on a subject for
three or four sentences and then suddenly shifts to a different subject or
focus. When this happens, we also begin to lose our trust in the writer. We
may think that this writer is not very competent, and we may even
wonder if we can trust the writer’s research.

Unity: When Every Sentence Points
Paragraph
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Practice

A paragraph is a group of organized sentences which discuss one main idea.
Read the following paragraphs. Each one has agentence that does not belong.
Write down the sentence that does not belong.

otof aking a
gé goes tgathe actor. The actor
agers, pro , and the studio.
rful actor. However, an actor’s percentage
money.

Harrison Ford is a won
can still be a large sum 0

2. In thelastfew decades, we ' developed miany safety devic ' o
ma a much Safer. Unforfunately, devices are
not used properly, they will not offer nearly as much protection.
Take, for example, the seat belt. If it is not worn across the hips and
down low on the waist, then it will not fully protect a driver or
passenger. The belt that is worn higher, up around the naval, can
lacerate and bruise our inner organs in an accident where our
bodies are thrown forward. It’s a small thing—pushing the belt
down onto our hips—yet it can mean the difference between
coming out of an accident injury free or suffering internal bleeding.
Many people get sick when they see blood; some will even faint.
Similarly, the bicycle or motorcycle helmet is often positioned
wrong. On a hot day or after many miles on either cycle, many of us

start to push the
bit. The helmet is er secure. It
5 11
z
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3. Watching sports on television has become one of the most popular
hobbies in the United States. Most people, however, do not know
how to get the most of their sports viewing. Most people watch only
the ball, whether they are watching a basketball, baseball, volleyball,
or any other sport in which a ball is used. G@nsequently, most

watched
petweent and areund defensive
still? Similarly, in baseball, when a

4. There are many breeds of dogs for sale in the local pet shops. The
pet store owners report that they sell more Dobermans and German
shepherds than any other breed. Their customers tell them that they
want these breeds for protection. Other popular breeds are toy
poodles and cocker spaniels. Fido is John’s pet. People like poodles
and cocker spaniels because they are smaller dogs. Some customers
buy the more exotic breeds like the Rhodesian ridgeback and the
Irish wolfhound. The pet shop owners have to keep these different

breeds to sell to their patrons.

Englisn 3
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Coherence: Connecting Sentences to One Another

A paragraph is coherent when one sentence leads naturally and smoothly
into the next sentence. Your readers shouldgbe able to see how a point or

plece of mformatlon made in one sentence telates to a point or piece of
o on. The

pany different
s B two

ordering ya
our readers @

se transitions. A transition i 1s
or links'One sentértice to another. (Transitions
can also be used to link one part of a sentence to another, one paragraph to
another, or even an entire section of an essay to another section.)
Transitions help the ideas and information in a paragraph fit together. If
sentences were train cars, transitions would be the couplers between
them. There are many different ways to organize a paragraph and many
different transitional words and phrases that can link sentences. The
following are some of the methods used to arrange sentences and produce
links in a paragraph:

Chronological: If the paragraph is describing events, arrange them in the
order in which they happened.

w-se I was awa

The day went from ba

Note that in the"above paragraph ordered according to time, the
transitions used to smoothly move from one sentence to another are Then,
After, and Finally. Without transitions to link, order, and make clear the
relationship between sentences, your paragraph will read like a bunch of
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sentences tacked together. Even the best content will read poorly without
transitions to help readers understand.

Examples and Reasons: If the topic sentence makes a general claim,
port it with examples or reasons.

: , or any
other sport in which a ball is useds Consequently, most viewers have
no idea about what happens away*from the ball during the action.
Do you know, for example, what offensive basketball players do

Note that in this paragraph that uses examples and reasons to support the
topic sentence, the transitions “Consequently,” “for example,” and
“Similarly” clearly tell us how the sentence relates to the one before it. The
sentence that begins with consequently will tell the effect of a cause that has
previously been described. The transitional word similarly will give us a
reason or example that is like the one just presented.

Cause and Effect: If the topic sentence presents a cause, the rest of the
paragraph will describe its effects.

One day I woke up to find all the schools closed. As a result, kids all over
the country spent the day bored with nothing to do but get into

rouble. They never learnedger t forgot how tgyread.
t 1sa pear because 0o one knew wha

grew up and e
something that died in the past.
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Note that in this paragraph showing the effects of schools closing, the
transitions help readers follow a list of cause and effects. The transitions
are As a result, Consequently, because, and Because. Take out these transitions
and the paragraph becomes a list the readeg must try to understand.

hvmg room and educated us about many exotic places.
However, the television has also brought us many worthless
shows that waste our time with juvenile humor.

e To show an example: for example, for instance, in fact, to
illustrate.

Example: Education beyond high school can do more than
just increase your knowledge and skills. For example, in
higher education you may meet people from distant places
with fascinating pasts and unusual ideas.

English 3
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Practice

Underline the words or phrases that are used as transitions or links in the
ragraph below. Then, on the lines below, rewrite thegaaragraph without these
sitions. Contrast the paragraphs and note how trasitions add coherence to

g eonfact withgeeople?
- ans G ensom epts us,
we glow and feel good. On the other hand, few things in life make
us feel worse than having someon€ reject us. And yet, people will
rarely reject us unless we reject ourselves. This point is so important

n at Ocia ip that it desefves rephr : le
rejeft us if we have'a good Self-image.

English-3
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Application

Now it is time to apply what you have learned to writing your own essay. Use the
forms below to compose the paragraphs of you first draft.

3. Write the thesis statement. The thesis statement should answer the

&

Pa
ook y y on the lines below.
ge
e in r ideayou gompil
on page 148.

question whether this famous person meets the criteria for being
considered a hero. The thesis statement should also forecast, or tell,
what your reasons are for considering this person a hero or for not
considering this person a hero. Each of these reasons should become
the topic of a body paragraph.

The following are two models for writing a thesis statement for this
research report. Note that the first model is for a person who does
meet the criteria. The second model is for a person who does not
meet the criteria. The third model is for a person who meets some of
the criteria but no

11 tht-ee of them.
conducted himsel
on, 1 insight into his intere
as he eed al@omplete .

in the name of your topic] did not conduct himself
with hororwhile on his mission did not have a special insight into
his interest, and is no longer seen as a hero today, he is not a hero.

Unit 3: Writing—Create a Research Report 163



(3) Because [fill in the name of your topic] did not conduct himself
with honor while on his mission but did have a special insight into
his interest and is still seen as a hero today, he is a partial hero.

(Note that a partial hero may have two of of the three criterion

subject. Then use #3 above as your thesis statement and the last
entence of this

1. Write the topic sentence of paragraph 2 on the lines below. Use the
topic sentence you created under Paragraph 2 in the Application on
page 148.

2. List the information or idea you compiled under question #3 in the
Application on page 148.

. Use #1 above as
r ideas you list

On a separate sheet of p er,, r1te paragrap
your topic sentence. Use ormatlon an

de
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Paragraph 3: Body Paragraph 2

1. Write the topic sentence of paragraph 3 on the lines below. Use the
topic sentence you created under Pagagraph 3 in the Application on

estion #4 in the

should focus on a single main point. In addition, try to use
transitions that will give this paragraph coherence.

Paragraph 4: Body Paragraph 3*

1. Write the topic sentence of paragraph 4 on the lines below. Use the

topic sentence you created under Paragraph 4 in the Application on
page 149.

2. List the information or idea you compiled under question #5 in the
Application on page 149.

on a single main point. In addition, try to use
transitions that will give this paragraph coherence.

*As noted before, you may have more body paragraphs depending on the amount of relevant
research material you found.
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Paragraph 5: Concluding Paragraph

1. Write the topic sentence you created under Paragraph 5 in the
Application on page 149.

#6 in the

addition, try to use transitions that will give this paragraph
coherence.

Congratulations! You have now written much of the first draft of your
research report. After you add a few more necessary features to this
draft, it will be a complete first draft.

English 3
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Documenting Your Sources: Give Credit Where Credit
Is Due

You will be using sources to help support gour thesis statement and topic
ourcesgds not your own—it

called in-text citations. The name, in-text citation, describes what you are
doing: providing citations or documentation for any borrowed material in

i ion 0f yo fte
. Thi ca rks
i the body of your paper an
ecific .

In-Text Citations: Identifying the Source of Specific
Information and Ideas

When you use in-text citations, you identify the
source of a piece of information, an idea, or a
quotation at the end of the sentences or passage.
The citation identifies the source, just as a name
card would identify you to a roomful of strangers.

James J

" The citation identifies the
source, just as a name card

would identify you....” The form you will use for in-text citations and your
Works Cited page in this essay is from the MLA

ear@li Papers. The style for citing

for nonelectronic

Handbook for Writers of
resources is similar to t
204

e of a piece of mnformation or of an idea, is p
ce but before the final punctuation. The basic form
includes the author’s name and the page number from which the
information was taken. The following is a partial list of the in-text citations
most commonly used in a paper:
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e If the author is named in the sentence, include only the
page number:

In his biography of Rachel Carson, Philip Sterling wrote that for 20 years,
achel had made the most of her opportumtles Istudy the sea, not only

ne most of her

e If the source was written by more than three authors,
include only the first author’s name and the words et al.:

One action that government could take to revitalize social ecology would
be to reduce the “punishments of failure and rewards of success” (Jencks
et al. 8).

o If the source lists no author, include the name of the text
and the page number:

In her controversial book Silent Spring (1962), she attacked the
irresponsible use of insecticides. She warned that insecticides upset the

nce of nature by destroyin elibod supply of Birds and fish (Wor,
Book E ia 18
you -
thor,
mma,the ‘

“If I had influence W good fairy who is supposed to preside over all
children, I should ask that her gift to each child in the world be a sense of
wonder so indestructible that it would last throughout life” (Carson, A
Sense of Wonder 42).
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Now return to your draft. Insert all of the in-text citations. This should be
a fairly easy process. Just use your notecards, notebook, or computer files
to identify the source of each piece of information or idea. Then document
your source.

tail ormation on All

sa ists all of the
SaY- sources you did
to pages 18-20 in “Unit 1: Online

Technology—Using the World
ehelectionic ref

or if there word o
with an article (A, An, or The), circle the second word.
your notecards. If you have more than one entry that begin with the same
letter, alphabetize according to the first and second letter. For example,
Ramirez would go above Reese. Once you’ve ordered these notecards, enter
them on the Works Cited page using the following guidelines:

e Type the page number in the upper right-hand corner,
one-half inch from the top of the page.

Double-space before the first entry.

Center the title Works Cited one inch from the top.
Align each entry Wwith Eft margin. If the entry needs mo
e lindent iti es S.
eadhl entry.
1@ betWeentent
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Application

Read and follow the directions below.

writing flow?
od writers; they’re good rewriters.
If you can, have someone else read your essay, and ask him to ask

nS aEicvs ]y hEe1

English 3
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