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Wh@ch sites t'o be developed?
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Please come to hear ihe ewdence

at the Village Hall|

Thursday 7 February
7.30 pm two hour show
Sqiurday?‘February
10 am repeat show

Please send your articles direct by email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org



G.B. REMOVALS
House, Office & Flat moves etc.
Local Non f_oc_al
Part Load to Single item, pianos

Prompt Reliable Service

Lal"gEr- Lan L REEL 8 n ' Liﬂ
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common

(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

~Chiltern

\ Beauty

Outstanding Natural Beauty
Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting,
eyebrow shaping, make-up,
Jessica manicures & pedicures,
Aromatherapy facials.

Tel: 0118 9723157
Janet Copp I.LH.B.C

13 years experience

EN’S

OBILE
AIRDRESSING
ND

AEN'S CUT £7

VOMEN'S CUT £10 C/B DRY £15
HILDREN'S CUT £5

OLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE

)/753 253 476

nshairservices@hotmail.co.uk

£

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
; 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk

Property Consultants

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

Cross

George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRIiCs

0118 947 4600

www.highmoorcross.co.uk

SONNING COMMON

PRE-SCHOOL -
T ¥
GROVE ROAD Sy

SONNING COMMON
0118 972 4760

We are a happy friendly pre-school
welcoming children from 2 years

6 months, to come and learn through
play. We have a purpose built building
& extensive play garden.

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm

Ada;m’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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From

the editorial group

On these grey winter days | hope there is something in this issue of the
magazine to engage the interest of every one.

Nuffield Place, In Focus, would be a good place to visit on the brighter Spring days at the
end of March. The centenary year of the Morris car will be celebrated on 29 March and

a special event is planned. Colin Reynolds has shared his connection with the car industry
and another new contributor is Hannah Rice writing about Abbeycrest, giving an insight to
this residential home. An inferview with Carol Viney our district councillor reveals how she has
always made the welfare of Sonning Common her concern.

A very impressive start to the primary school’s centenary year is displayed in Edwardian
costume and the achievements from Chiltern Edge do them credit. Christmas seems a long
fime ago but its highlights appear, as well as many other interesting articles.

| hope you have all noted the dates on the front cover and will be able to attend one of the
presentation shows. The selection, for possible development, of some of the 14 sites around
the village perimeter is of pressing importance fo every resident. This will be your last chance
to comment, in writing, upon what you hear.

Anouska'’s page has moved closer o the front of the magazine. She and | are very keen that
she has some response to the writer’'s competition. Please encourage your child/grandchild
to write a short piece. The deadline is after half term — it might be a good activity on a wet or
snowy week??

Recently | was confacted by one of Sibella’s relatives asking for a copy of the Oct/Nov
magazine, which | sent fo her. | thought readers might be interested in what she said.

... most interesting and very well thought out. Many of her remarks were familiar fo us,
and by highlighting them brought her back to life for us, and I am sure for many others.
We had not heard about the searching of the waste paper baskets at 10 Downing Street!

We shall freasure the article and keep it safe for posterity.

Well what can | say!
3}1&@.

DIANA PEARMAN Editor
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org

Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50
a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email:
chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134

Magazine contributions may be posted to:

1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 91D

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE,
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF
ERRORS THAT OCCUR.
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community news

Centenary Celebrations at SC Primary
are underway and will continue

throughout 2013

By CHRISTINE ATKINSON

On 6 January 1913 Sonning
Common Primary, then
known as Eye and Dunsden
Sonning Common Council
School, opened its doors to
67 children. The first child
registered in the admissions
book was Nellie Grimshaw
aged 10 from Shiplake
Bottom. 100 years on from
then there are now 400
children on the roll. During
this year the school will be
celebrating the centenary
in a variety of ways.

During the autumn a photo was taken
from the air of all the children and
staff making a 100" shape on the
playing fields.

On the 7 and 8 January all the staff
and children were invited to dress

in the clothes that their ancestors

had 100 years ago. The desks were

laid out in lines as they would have
pbeen then, rather than in groups as
they tend to be now. The parents
had obviously made a big effort and
almost all the children had dressed
up and looked fabulous! They were
nearly outdone by the efforts of the
staff, including all those who cook
lunch for them. Headmaster Mr Hirst
looked especially impressive in his
robes.

Every family af the school was given
a lovely book to take home written

by Mel White (also known as former
teacher Mrs Choules) covering the
history of the school since 1913. It has
obviously taken a lot of time to put
together, so a big THANK YOU to Mel!

Please contact mail@scps100.co.uk
for further information, or if you

have anything you would like fo
contribute — such as stories, photos
etc. Do have a look atf the photos
on the school website -
http://sonningcommonprimary.
co.uk/gallery/

Another successful and much
appreciated Christmas lunch

Christmas Day 2012 saw some 50 villagers and their guests sit down in
the village hall to the 4th annual Lunch.

Tables had previously been laid up in festive style and each guest was greeted
with a glass of very tasty home made mulled wine.

The atmosphere was convivial with plenty of chat and diners enjoyed traditional
roast turkey and all the trimmings (washed down with wine or fruit juice), Christmas
pud, mincepies, coffee and chocolates. Ron Brindley proposed a vote of thanks
saying how much everyone appreciated the lunch and the work put in by Chrissie
Phillips Tilbury and Jill Vallis who had, again, organised the event. He also thanked
all the cooks, servers and ‘washer uppers’ for making it such an enjoyable day.

After the guests left with their decoratively wrapped gift of homemade
marmalade, the clearing up was completed in record time. B

JO STOVES




Chiltern Edge School

Term 1 News

Ofsted - The inspectors arrived in the
first week for a surprise visit, to the well
prepared school. The reward for the
positive, hard work was a “Good" grade
Digigirlz — A Year 9 girls" group spent
the day at Microsoft. Chiltern Edge won
the challenge, against 20 other schoals,
to design an app for a new phone and
the girls were rewarded with vouchers.
Well done Digigirlz!

GCSE Presentation — Former Year 11
pupils and their parents came to collect
certificates and awards following their
fantastic GCSE results in the summer.

Public Speaking Competition —
Chiltern Edge are becoming well
known for their public speakers and in
November 60 people come to hear
the 10 teams.Chair of the judges -
Stewart Collins Henley Festival Artistic
Director — commented on the high
standard of the performances. The
winning teams go on to the Kenton
Theatre at the end of January.

Update

Wind in the Willows — Another great
production by the drama department.
The cast were fantastic with Liza

Swart as Rafty, Alex Humm as Badger,
Guillaume Gougeon as Mole and a
terific performance from James Little
as Toad. The weasels, and Mr Joyce
from PE as their leader, were especially
scary running through the audience.
Backstage the sound, art and lighting
were all provided by a dedicated crew
and the band performed faultlessly
each night. Well Done to Mr Harte and
Miss Baxter.

Sponsored Walk and House Charities
— Each house has its own nominated
charity. The total so far is over £4300 for
all five houses.

Rugby — A very successful rugby season
across years 7, 8 and 9 and former
pupil, Nathan Busby, is coaching the
students twice a week.
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Sonning Common
Primary School’s 2012
Edwardian Christmas Fair

Another terrific amount was raised at
the school Christmas Fair to go towards
a new all weather sports facility. As the
school is 100 years old in 2013 the fair
had an Edwardian themed café and

a special visit from Father Christmas
himself. Carols were enthusiastically
sung outside with help from members of
Nottakwire and £3600 was raised. B

Lions thank Santa
helpers

Lions toured the villages of South Oxfordshire
with Santa on his sleigh to collect donations
whilst playing seasonal carols. Each volunteer
group of helpers will receive 50% of the
amounts they collected towards their chosen
charity project. In Sonning Common the

Lions were helped by Shirehall Rugy Club,

in Woodcote by local Beavers, Cub & Scout
Leaders and in Goring by Goring Primary
School PTA. £1,026.30 was collected in
Sonning Common.



Pranic Healing - what’s it all

about?

Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and
effective system of non-touch energy healing
developed by Master Choa Kok Sui. It isbased on
the principle that the body is capable of healing
itself from many different physical and
emotional imbalances. It is performed in the
bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the
physical body also known as the aura. The healer
increases the body's ability to heal itself by
making more life energy available for it to use.

A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and is
suitable for any age and any ailment.
Please see my website or call me for more
information on the number below.

L.
{//_'/ e 7 f»"; » %/ /l("fzf

36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX
07736 298206
www.ukpranic-healing.co.uk
sjpranichealing@gmail.com

+ Al aspects of general dentistry

t Teeth whitening and cosmetics

+ NHS for children & anyone in
full-time education

+ Affardahle payment plans

+ Flexible openig Fines

Byways Dental

Practice

lruli'.lf.' free car Pl“'i"'”".l'

Main 5L, Checkendon, RGE 5P Tel 01491 680412

Oak | Grove
Garden Services
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
FENCING * TURFING * PATIOS * HEDGING
WATER FEATURES

James Watkins

‘Oak Grove'* 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH
Telephone: 0118 972 2659

PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES

Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028

EVERYTHING FOR THE
HANDYMAN & BUILDER

Bishopsland Farm < Peppard Road
Dunsden * RG4 9NR

Computer Problems?

Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected?

Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades,
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning,
Networking, Broadband and much more.

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

G RAH AM S Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits Iy

M AINTENANCE E%

Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing

Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted

Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc...

FREE ESTIM ATES0118 972 3114

= Cellipgs «Walts - Dry Lining « Rendering
=Pebble Daching Patch Repair Work

Call Jamie on 01189 242861

ariEmail :icox: plastennganotmanica Uk
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Comprehensive cve
examinotions

= Free specs for children
= Extensive range of
designer frames

= Maoin agent for Zciss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

TR . Tl‘h]n]llmlh L+ B I.I-k
o Clhurel St Caversham, Res

= Full conitnct lens service

wling (opposite Walrose)

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ss3s21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS

FREE NO UBLIGATIDH QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED

CALL OUT SERVICE

FULL MEMBER

OF HEITISI
LOCRSMITH

LRFST\\TII HOUSE RS
Beech Lane, RGS 0PX ® Woodeote Nr. Reading
ProprieTor: S, ). Bosser

11491 680216

PLUMBING
& HEATING

All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken.

ALL WORK GLARANTEED

TELEPHONE:

0118 972 3394
MOBILE:

0771 110 9077

Kidbys

Tt

Tel: 0118 972 33 80

Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9]T
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

 Time i Cilates x

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Natal

Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (6 In Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

Christine Brook - Member of £

Ring D7789 717017 or em

ontrol Filates Association

. WILCOM

SYSTEMS

L]
Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms

Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults
Telephone Systems, Home & Office

Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights,

Fuse Boards and Rewires

¢ Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless

Call Andrew Willis on
01491 681197 or 07831 377785
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk

/] CurtainNs,
{11 //BLINDS, PELMETS\{\ |
/ TIE BACKS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR

0781 561 0007

| ;-: 0118 972 3930
§>5 24 PEPPARD ROAD
=-S5  SONNING COMMON

1 0% OVFF WITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM

CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00




community news

Finding
Grandma’s
Family -
The Hunt
Goes On

BY JO STOVES

In the last edition of the magazine
Anouska reported that, following
receipt of a letter from Tim
Bigalow in Canada, she and

her mum had tracked down a
relative of his late Grandmother
who is living in Orchard Avenue.

It appears that Barbara
Kingston’s mother-in-law and
Tim’s Grandmother were cousins
and there was some contact by
letter whilst they were still both
alive. But Barbara says she knows
“very little” of the history as her
mother-in-law seldom spoke of
her family. However, Tim'’s letter
has prompted Barbara to write
to him and she has received

a personal reply. Happily, that
reply has encouraged her to

turn out some old photos and
documents and in the New Year
she plans to contact Barnados in
the hope that they will have some
information about Grandma.

Barbara now plans to keep

in touch with Tim and has
promised to let us know how her
investigations go. So, watch this
space! m

NDP)

Neighloourhood
Development Plan

After an initial briefing meeting in early January 2012 with
the consultant appointed by the Parish Council, the NDP
Working Party (NDPWP) was finalised and began work in
February 2012. Thus starfed an ongoing process of regular
meetings with task related agendas which have produced
to date a lot of data including photos, maps, reports,
documents, statements and surveys encompassing
important elements of the NDP. For example:

A Vision Statement for Sonning Common
2026

Character Assessment and Design
Statement

Housing Survey
Traffic Report
Business Survey

And surveys on sites, landscape setting
and residential character plus individual
site analysis booklets of residents’
evidence.

All the information gathered by residents on
the sites in and around the village is now
being processed and summarised by the
NDPWP and will be presented in the form of

a spreadsheet. This evidence and many of
your photographs are now being prepared for
public meetings to be held on 7 February ot
7.30 pm and repeated Q February at 10 am
to 12 noon in the Village Hall.

Our intention is for the sites you have identified
o us as viable, non-viable or uncertain about
to be described in more detail via displays,
photos and a visual presentation. Residents
who aftend will have the opportunity to
complete written feedback. These comments
along with all the other evidence will then
enable the working party to make a final
assessment of all the sites.



Neighlbourhood Plan
Housing Needs Survey

As part of the evidence gathering process the Neightbbourhood
Planning Working Party commissioned this survey. This is a

summary of the findings.

Listed below are the findings considered
most significant;

25% of respondents have lived in the
village for more than 30 years, and 40%
for more than 20 years, implying a strong
affection for and commitment to, the
vilage.

25% put the income of their household
at £20,000 to £40,000 p.a., which is
comparatively modest. 10% had an
income of more than £100,000.

79% declared their intention of staying

in their current homes. 14% intended to
move, 7% said they would like to move,
(25 people), but either could not afford it
or there was a lack of suitable housing. Of
the 14% infending to move, 50 people,
(roughly half) said they would stay in

the village and half said they would go
elsewhere.

18 of the 72 people who have left the
vilage in the past 5 years did so because
of the lack of affordable or suitable
housing, 24 left for employment.

In answer to the question “What kind of
accommodation does SC need?” almost
a quarter said affordable housing. The next
biggest category at 15% indicated semi-
detached houses.

Dealing with “supported housing”,
45%, of 160 people, felt the vilage
needed Housing Association and private

warden assisted accommodation.
Just over a quarter chose independent
accommodation with care support.

Just under two-thirds opposed back
land development, and one third
favoured it.

The three biggest categories in the pie
chart illustrating answers to the important
question “Why do you need a home

in SC?"; are being with family, those
wanting a first home, and those wanting
a bigger home.

More than 40%, (39 people), of those
seeking a home want either terraced or
semi-detached. 15.5% are after either
detached house or semi-detached
bungalow.

24 people responded fo the question
about *How much rent/mortgage could
be afforded?” 8 said £651-750 per month.

We have not attempted to summarise the
comments included in the report. The very
broad themes are:

a. People like living in the village and want
fo stay.

b. The village needs more affordable
housing.

c. Traffic is bad at certain times and in
some places.

d. Parking provision is inadequate in the
village centre.

sonningcommon
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Minor Count
Cricket returns
to Gallowstree
Common

Kidmore End Cricket Club

was founded in 1863 so

2013 will mark the club’s
sesquicentenary. Berkshire CCC
has not played at Gallowstree
Common since 1996. The
county side will return on
Sunday, 26 May 2013 to play
Buckinghamshire CCC in a
Minor County Trophy match.

In addition to other representative
matches which will be played during the
summer, the club’s 150th anniversary will
be celebrated with a Dinner and Ball,
held at Shehnai, London Street, Reading
on Saturday, 28 September 2013. It

is also planned to publish a revised
history of the club, first compiled by W.

E. Townsend in 1963, with new editions in
1988 and 2003.

Matches begin with a friendly at
Datchet on 13 April while Thames Valley
League matches begin on Saturday,

11 May. Kidmore End CC is always
ready to welcome new members of
any age and playing standard to enjoy
the pleasures of the delightful ground
at Gallowstree Common. Interested
readers should contact club secretary
David New on 07786-527640. Enquiries
about participation in the club’s very
successful junior section, for boys and
girls, can be made to Rupert Loader
(07940-797046) or Alastair Johnson
(07900-902550). m




@ youth zone

Hi Everyone,

Welcome to the first issue of 2013, which is all about creative writing.

With lots of tips from local authors, you should be able to write a novel
in no timel So, I've decided to run alittle competition to see how
creative your writing is. | hope you'll enter!

Also, if you like this page please tell me. I'd love it if you emailed
me at: junior_editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org

for very creative writing

]neotoiialgdoartj

| have spoken to lots of local authors, Ilbrio gye 1 syd geer 1

who have kindly sent in some great tips .

that | can share with you all. Il give you dnesnwotnairdaor

a few each issue to keep you inspired. lnosliwenileu qcaj
noehloentlapdtlo

lcgtkwediibornrde
lrearocreednonpde
twoarcrisnbmdaar
olnlkdnbsoolrohc
'yhcej aaarooeyell
lyjarhlliytoadtan
bdtpaouwaiohutoa
wuentnlgrkccobnn
ttcathycassidyuj

Stephanie Baudet
Where Horses Have Wings, The One That
Got Away

www.stephaniebaudet.co.uk

Remember that the opening of a story is the HOOK.
It must immediately interest the reader so that they
want fo know what happens. Here is a saying which
illustrates the point: Start the story when the kettle is
boiling and not when you're filling it at the tap.

Adrian Townsend
Gran’s Gang

www.gransgang.com

Ideas are everything for a story writer. Try looking at
the ordinary things in life and then wondering ‘what
if’. For my book Gran’s Gang the ‘what if’ came
through observing a group of teenagers one day and
saying ‘what if Grandmother’s behaved like them’.

seinipoopramnsae
bciwiaecildddkwd

| Can you
spot any
author that
you know?

adrian townsend
stephanie baudet
michael morpurgo
roald dahl

jk rowling

enid blyton

cathy cassidy

jacqueline wilson

Write, Write, Writel

Write, Write, Writel is a competition to get you writing stories. If it’s
brilliant, which it will be, I'll publish it in the upcoming issues. No more
than 200 words please. If's open to anyone from 3 to 16 years old,
and can be on any subject you like. The competition will be on-
going throughout the year but the deadline for the next issue is

18 February 2013.




C I I M y r l v e I,,- T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING

~ = nte,n ce »Service » Repair
heating system upgrade &

Friendly & Reliable s, power flush.

r replacement
Taxi Service ing work undertaken.
th/Shower rooms, wate} softeners-salt supplied.
Based in Sonnin g Common ~ < No call out charge «Free-estimates e Fully insured

225032

07796 688477 | [ L AN

Shaun Guard sMAR;jJ;g;z Z;s;l;;m LTD
TV AERIAL SERVICES

(& Poor Reception Solved - Aeridls repaired & supplied
(& TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned
(O Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

(& Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV Family run business that cares  Fantastic range of samples
All made to your exact needs Free quotation & fitting
Call HenIeY'on Thames 01491 699114 Why are we so different? Because we love what we do!
A part Of 5 OXFORD AERIALS Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH
k 78 0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org

Family Hairdressing | | DK Builders

Daren Kilro
any age & any style 4
...and all in the comfort of your BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS,
own home...... GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC

0118 972 1074 CAVERSHAM, READING g;g%l;ggzgg
Mr FixiT @ gunningplumbing.com

« plumbing = |-I:.';'.|-I|_|__] * gas -

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything!

All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING. HEATING. & GAS WORK
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical, ! J

Woodwork, Glazing. ' INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration

for older properties. CAVERSHAM BASED

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. GAS S'AFE REG‘STERED ENG'NEER
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA
Hedge and Tree Cutting.

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and emintcnancc CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 831
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates

07752 759908

www.gunningplumbing.com
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HENLEY'S CHATTY CHICKS

.* Provides a forum for the free exchange of useful local
information relating to Henley and surrounding villages

ed 18 years and over to share their

* For women ag
bout local

knowledge and personal experiences d
services, businesses and useful information

* Monthly forum for free sales of unwanted items and
promotion of local businesses.

To join visit: www.facebook.com/groups/hcchicks
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Call 01491 64 28 '?}'
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' At Sonning Common Primary we aré celebrating 4‘. S
our 100th Birthday! oo vt

We would like to invite you to one of our

Open Evenings.
8!), meet up with old friends, view

tour of the school.

Come and enjoy @ glass of wine (if you are over 1
dren's displays and take a

our chil
Please choose any date, but we suggest the following so that you are able to meet former
school friends or colleagues
olispre 1959 Tuesday 11th June 2013 from 7 to 9pm
7 to 9pm

Thursday 13th June 2013 from

— 1980 to 1999 Tuesday 25th June 2013 from 7 to 9pm
2000 to date Thursday 27th June 2013 from 7 to 9pm

ssible please reply letting us know when you are able to attend.

If your association with scho
1960 to 1979

If po
I '
‘ ¢ P We look forward to welcoming you. | " ‘
0 ,,‘w. @ ) o ‘,“‘,
S RSVP to Centenary Open Evening, \E. )
. SCPS, Grove Fbad,SonningCommon,Reading,RG4 9RJ e 400 5 <
on.oxon.sch.uk M e ‘2'.
P —

10
L4 o0 Q
v 400
= . ;!, Or email office.2506@sonning-.comm
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WEE-COT SEATIN G

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement
Cushions, Chair Caning, French Polishing

& Furniture Repairs
LIZANNE SMITH TEL: 0118 972 4560

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING

Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied
Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

AVIA!

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

www.avialandscapes.co.uk

* Design and Build « Maintenance * Brickwork
* Patios ¢ Decking +» Water Features ¢ Irrigation
* Fencing ¢ Plant Supply.

T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk

COLLINS, DRYLAND
& THOROWGOOQOD LLP
SOLICITORS

12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU

Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office)

Telephone: 01491 572323

email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk

David Shailes

PLUMBERS & DECORATORS

e Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins
e Showers, Radiators and Repairs
e Full Interior &

e Exterior Decorating
e Wallpapering

10% DISCOUNT OFFERED
WITH THIS ADVERT

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 0118 934 5029 Mob: 07708 602442
email: david.shailes@ukf.net

THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB
Bird Wood Court

Peppard Road

Sonning Common

(Registered Charity No. 1062939)

4 Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
and dance studio

4 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels
# General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities
4 Pre-School programmes

# Ballet Classes

¢ Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)

4 Gym Birthday Parties

4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

TEXTUREPLUS

Free Estimates

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Plastering, Artexing, & Coving
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician

COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience/NHBC Awarded
Adrian Brown

Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mabile: 07850 542363
Email: textureplus.adrian@biopenwarld.com

Website: www.testureplus.couk




100 yeaas

of.the Oxford Cowley Automotive Plant

19213-2013

By COLIN REYNOLDS

It seems amazing that over
the years I have crossed
paths many times with the
historic Morris car company
- founded 100 years ago - So
it is only right that I take
lime to record and share
these memories.

Firstly my dad had a job at Pressed Steel
Fisher, who made chassis and bodies for
most of the car manufacturers. William
Morris acquired this company, based near
Fort Dunlop, Birmingham, in the 1950s.

Way back in 1927 Morris had bought
outright the Wolseley Motor Company in
Drews Lane, Birmingham. One of my first
jobs was as a 16 year old delivery boy for
the Co-operative Society and my usual
destination, Drews Lane.

The place had a special buzz. Every day,
except Sunday, the first delivery of freshly-
baked bread was to the café. Many of the
cafe customers were workers from the car
factory. Those who couldn’t leave the works
would dangle a basket with a note and the
money for daily sandwiches.

My next jolb was with a car dealership and
repair garage and my infroduction to the

motor trade. | remained in the industry for
40 years.

Initially employed as a parts store man, |
asked fo take driving lessons so that | could

drive the new Mini van. The link with William
Morris resurfaced as my first job was to
drive from Birmingham to the Cowley works
to collect urgent parts.

| can recall a conversation with an older,
more experienced work colleague around
1965. It was his belief that, in future, all
cars would be made by just two or three
manufacturers with badges for different
models. Fifty years down the line and it has
happened!!

Some years later | ventured into the Austin
Longbridge Birmingham works to visit a
contractor within the works. At that time
Longbridge produced the Rover 200 and
400 series cars. | was also shown the last
virtually hand-made original two-door Mini
being produced, which was badged as
part of a special series.

The success of the New Mini works, formally
Morris Cowley, and now owned by the
German BMW group, proves that fortune
can come around again. But NOW its
production is so much better for people
and the environment.

Had Lord Nuffield been with us today |
am sure he would have been the first o
congratulate BMW for the investment and
the systems which produce four times the
units compared with the ‘glory years' of
the 50s and 60s and with a quarter of the
original factory site and staff.

To conclude my life-long association with
William Morris, early last year | was fortunate
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to receive a personal invitation to a private
visit of Lord Nuffield’s former home, Nuffield
Place, which is just a few hundred yards
from Huntercombe Prison where | have
been working these last 10 years.

The National Trust re-opened this visitor
attraction. The house is much the same
as it was when Lord Nuffield died in 1963
- an Aladdin’s cave for the automobile
enthusiast coupled with sparse living
accommodation, surprising when you
consider Lord Nuffield would have been a
billionaire by today’s standards.

With my working life having revolved
around William Morris, | couldn’t have
envisaged that my last link with the
company would be to stand in Lord
Nuffield’s bedroom looking at the work
station where he used to repair watches.




in focus

Wallivarm Morris
Lord Nuffield

Profile of a man who brought motoring
to the masses

By DIANA PEARMAN

“What I have done others
can do. If they don’t they will
regret it when they die. I just
want Lo pass oul feeling I've
done my best for mankind”.
William Morris

This article gives a glimpse into the
lifestyle of one of Britain’s greatest
philanthropist. As his fortune grew he
dispersed £30 million, approximately
£700m in today’s money. He created
the Nuffield Foundation, Nuffield
College Oxford and his name lives
on in the healthcare charity Nuffield
Health. “It is to me an act of love”

he said when he donated money to
orthopaedics. Hearing that hospitals
throughout the Commonwealth were
struggling to cope with the polio
epidemic he ordered the manufacture
of 5,000 iron lungs at his car factory
and distributed them free of charge.

William was so much more than a
successful industrialist and philanthropist;
he was also a very caring person. "He
comes to the hospital; he takes an
interest in everybody and everything
init ... avery real assistance and
encouragement to us all at Guy’s. This is
what makes him such a friend to us all.”

N
S
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(1944 chairman of Guy’s hospital).

A man who was not interested in life’s
luxuries and despite his enormous wealth
his lifestyle was very modest. His humble
beginnings may have been the reason
he was very careful with his money.

For example, his bedroom floor was
carpeted with cut offs from the Morris
car factory and what appears to be a
wardrobe in his room, when opened,
reveals a treasure frove of tools, including
stick-a-soles to repair his shoes rather
than buy new ones.

There was no collection of cars on his
drive — he drove a Wolseley, a gift from
his work force. In 1938 he was the target
of an armed kidnap attempt at the
Cowley factory. A contemporary news
report noted that the unflappable peer
“seemed quite composed and made
very little of the affair”.

William'’s membership of a cycle
club led to his meeting with Elizabeth
Maud Anstey (Lizzie), a seamstress at

1877 1880 1892 1893 1900 1910 1912 1913 1917
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Debenhams and their later marriage on
9 April 1903. Her diary reveals some of
her interests and personality. As a careful
manager of the household, she was

firm with the servants and kept detailed
accounts. She had an active social life
visiting friends/relatives and welcomed
them to Nuffield Place. Jam making and
bottling, gardening walking and cycling
(even at 66) were among her hobbies
and she enjoyed theatre, shopping and
fouring Europe. She loved watching
tennis, attending Wimbledon and was
always seen at Henley Regatta. Lizzie
and William did not have children, so
their home was left to Nuffield College
and it was subsequently purchased by
the National Trust. Joanna Gamester
House Steward, who has looked after
the house since the 1970's said "

was absolutely delighted when this
happened because it secured the future
of the house”.

©
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29 March 2013 is the 100th anniversary
of the first Morris car

There will be special celebrations at
Nuffield Place this year, so it is just

the time to arrange a visit! The house
was opened to the public in 2012,

The Morris's bought the house in 1933
and had it extensively altered and
extended, installing central heating
and modernising the bathrooms. It was
furnished in the tastes of the time with
some fumniture made especially for them.
The fumishings are little changed, from
the cocktail cabinet and gramophone
in the drawing room to the dining table
laid with china and glass. William was

a dedicated smoker and there are
fascinating bits of paraphermnalia, from
a pull match stand, an ashtray full of
cigarettes to sheet music entitled ‘Songs
for Smokers’. The garden was beloved
by both, William and Lizzie, and many
happy hours were spent ‘pottering’ in
old clothes. One day a passing motorist

1934 1939 1943

asked what sort of a man was Lord
Nuffield, to which William replied “Oh, he
is not so bad when you get to know him”.

Lord Nuffield’s home and life is summed
up by Richard Henderson National

Trust general manager “Despite Lord
Nuffield’s extraordinary philanthropy and
achievements, he remains relatively
unknown. His home is a wonderful time
capsule without any of the ‘show’ of a
multi-millionaire and reveals so much
about the man who changed many
people’s lives for the better”.

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/nuffieldplace
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ncy Services

AT ERTHICATE HOA DR

An Accountant That Will Save You Time
& Paper Work
Specialising in South Oxfordshire and Reading

= Self-Assessments + Accounts
= Business Advice - Payroll
- Corporation Tax Returns + VAT

Excellent customer service & free Initial consultation

Call Kefth jefferies on 01189722611 or 07749 415264
Email: Keith Jefferies@jcslimited.co.uk
www jeslimited. co.uk

CARPET FITTER

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches
Measuring, Estimating & Planning
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean

MICHAEL HODGSON

TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003

SNORE ; Sel in an idyllic village location, our

J Y small, friendly pre-school creates a
very special environment for children
guided by a team of highly qualified,
caring staff. Please contact us for details.

e el registrar®keps.co.uk

S | hw—n
With excellent links to i T Kimore £na
Kidmaore End Primary Schoaol [ ‘ S
and only 5 minutes from Ly Ll o]
Caversham, Sonning Common, lw
Peppard and Emmer Green,

o Ninie End Ted C ol Partah B

Whod ":rri' 1.3!1‘""'1'“ -‘-,_": r‘ 5:‘]'¥a~ o,
TRET o - 1

- Ry

G};aham Blake

UTYLZS an

Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds

Curtains Quilted Bedspreads
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles
Carpets Plantation Shutters

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please telephone

01844 261 769
07802 213 381
www.grahamblake.com
Established Family Business

wood lane dentistry

Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc
Richard McQuillan BDS
Your local family friendly practice
Routine general dentistry
Affordable dental plans with Denplan
Children seen on the NHS
Tooth whitening
Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
Ample free parking
Now taking on new patients
Saturday and evening appointments available
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ...

Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk  Telephone 0118 9722626

Stafford & Son -".;.

Local Garden & :Bluldmg
Mainlenance Services

Offering services in all aspects of gar-
den and grounds maintenance, be it

# 4'I'.'J
large or small.

Interior and exterior building mainte-  Andrew Stafford
nance, including gutter repairs and
Clearing, Callo1a97 @421
General handyman [/ "man with van® Mob OTSTA080 1 5T
services. All jobs considered at competi-

fivie rales.

PODIATRY CLINIC

Professional treatment & advice for your feet
Contact
Heidi Snookes-Owen
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST

B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S.
HPC REGISTERED

0118 972 4742

PICTURE FRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Waork carried out for local gallery

Complete framing service
Canvases stretched

Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored
Local collection/delivery

R Contact Coliv Ward 01189722075
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Years of selfless contribution, representing our community
and safeguarding our interests...

AN INTERVIEW WITH...

By ROS VARNES

After more than two
decades as Sonning
Common’s “problem
solver”, councillor Carol
Viney is to step down
Jrom the countly council
n May.

Carol has served as a Conservative county
councillor for the Sonning Common ward for
12 years. Prior to that, she was a member of
Sonning Common Parish Council, from 1991 to
1999, chairing the committee from 1996.

Although she and her husband Michael now
live in Stoke Row, they raised their son and two
daughters in the village. Three generations

of the family were educated at Sonning
Common Primary School and Carol also
aftended Chiltern Edge School.

Carol, 67, was in a reflective mood when we
met fo discuss her life-long association with the
village and her time as a local representative.

She said: "I am a Sonning Common person.
| was born and brought up here and have a
strong sense of loyalty to the village.

I am known among my family and friends
as a problem solver. | got involved with local
politics because | like solving problems and
sorting out things for people.”

She has cerfainly risen to the challenge of
frying to protect village services on a number
of occasions previously.

Carol was chair of the Parish Council when the
village library was first threatened with closure
and during the second, more recent attempt
o close it, Carol campaigned for a fair deal
for Sonning Common.

She was a founder member of the original
Friends of Sonning Common Library group
and was partially behind the move o house
the village library within the primary school.

[t was hoped this would mean a safe and
secure future for the library as a joint school/
community facility.

And although she is delighted that after a
successful local campaign the library will
remain open, she believes Sonning Common
should have received a larger slice of the
county council's budget for professional staff.

Club SC, the village's youth club based at
Chiltern Edge School, is another of Carol’s
principal causes. As a member of the club’s
management committee, she has been
successful in finding some financial support
from within the local community to keep
the youth club open, in the face of local
government cuts.

During her years as a councillor, Carol has
helped to shape the development of the
village. One of the projects she is most proud
of is Farm Close, at the end of Ashford Avenue,
off Reades Lane.

Farm Close was developed around 1998 to
provide 10 low-cost homes for rent and

Wl 4

five shared equity homes, in partnership with
a housing association. A stipulation in the
contfract means that these homes will be held
'in perpetuity’ for local people so that only
individuals born in the village or those with
strong, local connections can live there.

When speaking with Carol there is a strong
sense that she has been motivated, not by
self-service and political ambition, but by a
simple loyalty to her community.

Now that the electoral boundaries are being
redrawn and the Sonning Common ward

is to grow, Carol hopes that the new, local
representative elected in May will retain their
focus on Sonning Common.

*Sonning Common is a unique place which
serves lots of villages like Kidmore End,
Gallowstree Common, Greys, Peppard and
Highmoor,” she said. "I hope that whoever
becomes county councillor will see that
Sonning Common is at the centre of
everything.”

Carol Viney, county cohﬁé_i"or for Sonning COmi'r{iin, outside
Farm Close, oneof the projects of which she is most proud.
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m aresidential home
— what is it really like?

Most of us see Abbeycrest Care home from

the outside when walking our dogs, going for
health walks or driving past. I was given the
opportunity to find out what it’s like for the
residents who live there, by being taken on

a towr around the spacious accommodation
Abbeycrest provides. I was impressed by the
communal dining and lounge areas and that
there was even a hairdressers! I went to talk
with Pal Lewis, who has recently moved to
Abbeycrest from the village.




So Pat, what’s your daily routine at
Abbeycresi?

Breakfast! Most important meal! Then we
have time between then and lunch to do
whatever we like, but they do have activities
for an hour in the moming, and then an hour
in the affernoon.

What kind of activities are there?

Gentle exercise, playing word games, bingo,
and skittles... things fo keep your mind lively
really. They hand out a leaflet that changes
every week of the activities for each day.
There's a great activity they do called “the
memory box” where they bring out a big
suitcase full of different things from a certain
fime and we have the chance fo reminisce,
talk and share the stories we're reminded of,
by the objects we choose from the suitcase.

Does the location of the care home
fulfil the need for you and the other
residents to be part of the community?

Well at the moment, | don't feel a great part
of the community. I've been here just over 3
months and we haven't spent a lot of fime

in the village, even though | have a house
there, apart from Christmas. We went to see
the children at the Sonning Common Primary
School and then they came here.

What suggestions would you make
to encourage people to visit and get
involved in Abbycrest?

I'm not sure they would come and take part
in all the activities we have at the moment
but | suppose they could have bingo
sessions, but it would have to be discussed.

Do the residents at Abbeycrest have
trips out often?

We went to Woodley just before Christras to
do a bit of Christmas shopping, and some
went into Reading fo do theirs. | didn't do
that because my daughter had done all my
shopping for me! | sometimes go for walks
up and round the millennium field, which is a
nice short walk as most of the residents can’t
do long walks.

Is there freedom with you and the other
residents to do whatever you wish?

Oh yes, as long as we have a carer with us
when we go out, just in case. We can go
wherever we like, though the weather hasn't
been too nice, mostly rain!

Do you feel safe at Abbeycrest and do
they look after you well?

| feel safe here; in fact what | tell people
these days is that | don’t want to go home!
I'm happy here. It is home, | went to my
daughters’ at Christmas and af the end of
Christmas day | asked her could you take me
home now. It just came out automatically.

How long have you been here?

Since 18 October so I've been here nearly
three months and I've decided to stay. They
give you a trial period to see if you like the
home and | shall be bringing in some of
my pictures and furniture in to make it more
homely.

Does it feel like a community here at
Abbeycrest?

Yes, well it's a family really, we call all the
nurses and carers by their first names and
I've made some good friends here. All my
friends and family say “it's like a 4 star hotel!”
and it doesn't feel like a care home. | like my
room very much.
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How’s the food!?

Ha, well that depends on the cook! They
have three courses with a choice of starter
and main and they do the usual Christmas
roast which the residents and their families
are invited fo.

What do you think peoples perceptions
are of this place?

I'm not sure. Personally | was apprehensive
myself when [ first came, but it’s because
you don't see what goes on. Everyone is so
nice and helpful, | think there should be more
interaction with the local community.

Are pets allowed in the building?

Yes, in fact people bring their pets, dogs
mostly to the home quite often, | don't think
they would be allowed to stay here, but for
those residents who might have had to leave
a pet behind it's good that they are free to
visit and inferact with them.

(There’s a knock at the door)
....Ah and this is what | really like!

(A staff member enters with a full tray of
refreshments, cakes and biscuits! We tuck in
for a few minutes, ..yum!)

Do you have Physiotherapists come in?

They can come in if you like, and opticians
and other medical help should you need it.

And finally, what words would you use to
describe the atmosphere at Abbycrest?

Homely, friendly and relaxing, my friends and
family have said they‘ve never seen me as
relaxed as | am when | am here, it's done
me good.

By HANNAH RICE

Please call Jess

for all your
electrical needs

GIRL POWER

Female Electrician
Local - Honest — Reliable

07870 507749

Fed up with limescale?

A Water Softener
would be your solution

Compass Water Softeners

SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
01189723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk

NAPIT

Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk
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Sonning Common

Your Parish Council is taking a page in each edition of this magazine to
keep residents informed of our current activities and those that we are
planning. We welcome ideas and suggestions from you by letter, phone or
email or at our monthly meetings.

Residents frequently tell me that the appearance and the spirit of the village have
liffed over the last two years. | believe the Parish Council has played a direct part in
this improvement together with the huge efforts of volunteer groups such as the Village
Gardeners, the Neighbourhood Development Plan contributors, the Snow Plan feam
and Noftakwire. They add to the remarkable contributions made by the many long
established village societies, organisations and groups.

We congratulate Sonning Common Primary School on reaching its centenary this

January with thanks for its long contribution to village life.
I T
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This committee of the Parish Council has the delegated
power to respond to planning applications made to South
Oxfordshire District Council. We do not have the power to
determine those planning applications.

We meet twice monthly and in 2012 have considered 61
applications. In every case we listen to local views and
consider SODC'’s planning policies before we recommend
to them that they should either approve or refuse each
application. In a few cases we decide that we hold no
strong views either way.

We also sponsor the Neighbourhood Development Plan.

We meet in public every month to scrutinise how all Parish
Council funds are used and use our delegated powers to
approve all payments.

We also consider requests for grants or donations and may
approve them up to £250 if we think they will benefit our
residents. If a larger grant seems appropriate, such as our
annual £4,500 contribution to running the Youth Club, we
will recommend it to the full council for consideration.

We review the annual budget and recommend the
precept amount to full council. There is a separate insert
in this edition on that topic.

This page has been paid for by the Parish Council and will appear in every future edition
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A while ago | incurred the
displeasure of a reader of this
magazine by referring to myself
as not being a Tesco person. She
charged me with being a Tesco
shob, which is true | suppose,
though I'm afraid | can’t feel that
bad about it.

This time last year | would have said | wasn’t
a dog person either. My two girls were
endlessly on at me — as children do — about
getting one, but | wasn't keen. | had bad
memories of Jack, the dog | got for my first
batch of offspring.

Jack was a Keeshond or Dutch Barge Dog,
medium-sized, very fluffy, very keen on
barking. He used to bark af the postman

all the way along the drive past our house
to the next house, and all the way back,
dashing up and down with such energy
that over time he wore a trench along
the fence.

Taking Jack for a walk was trying. On the
lead he pulled your arm off. Off the lead
he chased anything that moved. On one
horrible occasion, walking in the fields near
Burghfield, he got into a field of cattle. They
scattered as he raced around, barking

his head off; then he focussed on one
which eventually escaped by leaping

over a sizeable hedge. Jack arrowed info
the hedge like a missile and became
frapped in the brambles. God knows what
happened to the cow, or what the farmer
must have thought.
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The Jack experience put me off dogs for
life, I thought. Yet now we have a dog,
Meg, a Lancashire Heeler (bred to nip
the heels of cattle in Lancashire, if you're
interested). She is small, dinky, pretty well
behaved except when she gets on the
fable and eats the butter. My girls adore
her, and | — well, even | think she’s quite
sweet.

Thus | have become a dog person, sort of.
So maybe one day | will be a Tesco person.
Who can tell what the future holds?

letter

Another hugely successful
concert by Noltakwure

We would like to record here our huge
thanks to Nottakwire members for
their fantastic dedication and hard
work in performing two very enjoyable
concerts in the Village Hall on 8
December. Both audiences expressed
their pleasure in those performances
and we all thoroughly enjoyed a
wonderful Christmas celebratory

day together. We’'d like to express
particular thanks to our wonderful
support teams - our stewards, Colin
Porteous, David Mew and Mike
Grinsted ; our refreshment team -

Jill Grinsted, Beverly Ing; Beverley
Luther and Anne Wiseman ; to new
recruits Jill Greenwood and Sheila
Walker; to Jason Moola who travels
from London to film for us, edits and
produces our DVD’s and to Peter
Rickards - our “official” photographer.

Elaine and | are very grateful o have
such loyal, enthusiastic and supportive
audiences and a special thank you is
due to you all for coming to hear us
sing. We hope interest and support will
remain with us in the New Year.

If anyone is interested in purchasing
a copy of our (professionally
produced) DVD, which will be ready
sometime in the Spring of 2013,
please let us know. Sale of our DVD’s
not only supports our own funds but
allows us o release more money to
community groups.

With our thanks once again and good
wishes to you all,

Yours sincerely,

MARGARET MOOLA AND ELAINE WILLIAMS.
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Sonning Common Vauxhall
with local, /telﬁﬁdl:ewic&:m 7960

| WINNER DF THE
VAUXHALL CUSTOMER
0 EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012

SERVICE & REPAIRS (All makes & models)

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING (service &re pairs)|

LOCAL COMPETITIVE TYRE CENTRE |

MasterFit Servicing @

ﬁom a dealer established for over 50 years!

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

0118 972 2021

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - épm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm * Sun CLOSED

£10.000rF

your next MoT on production of this voucher

SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING

Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

/= Easton «j-==_

pnopenwcnns sonesnc

* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms
* Landscaping and fencing

0118 947 7738

07717 295679
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk

_Foster lntenors

1Y CURTAINS

UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS

Made to the highest standards
from an extensive range of fabrics
brought to your home.
Complete fitting and advisory service.
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete
satisfaction -~ Most competitive prices

Telephone: 01491 680291
Jor reliable and personal service

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats o
P A

L) fr'

Small Pets

Dog Walking

Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 /| 07TBT 114536

Beville

Providing a complete property service

Residential & Probate Valuations
Development & Planning Advice
New Homes Financial Advice

Personal and professional service with

in depth local knowledge

0118924 2526 info@beville.co.uk
28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU

www.beville.co.uk
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Serving ourselves at
the library § BOOK REVIEW

Sonning Common Library is due to receive two new kiosks for

lh just read | book called “Th
customers to issue and return books on Tuesday 12 February. ave Justredd a coo’ Book calle <

Brilliant World of Tom Gates™ by L Pinchon.
The library will be closed on the 12th for the intallation but will re-open

as normal on Wednesday 13 February. It's really funny with brilliant drawings. Tom Gates

: is about 10 and he writes a diary. He really likes
At the kiosks customers can issue and return books, pay fines, do : a girl who is very clever. Her name is Amy Porter

renewals and examine their accounts. and he invites her fo a pop concert.

After the installation Sonning Common library staff and additional : He has a seriously weird granny who makes him

support staff will be on hand to help customers get used to using : food like a pizza in the shape of his face wih

the kiosks. : the mouth made out of a banana. She makes
Oxfordshire County Council is installing self-service machines across him his tea one day which consists of a lemon,

all of its libraries as part of the modernisation of the library service. : cucumber juice and lavender biscuits. Tom
: can’t spell so he splats ink all over his work so

that he doesn’t have to do a test .He has a very
annoying sister called Delia and he can never

h f | tell what the she is thinking because she has the
the county’s infrastructure. . ' I i same face whether she is happy or sad.
According to the county council, the / ;
self-service kiosks have been well
received by customers at other
libraries. At Benson Library, which .
received its machine last September, )/ but there are 4 books in this
90 per cent of its transactions are . series and | am definitely
now being done via self-service.

This cost is being met solely by
contributions from housing developers,
as part of the overall improvement of

Reading is not my favourite
thing. | prefer to play hockey
and football in the winter and

going to read them all.

RIGHT: Two self-service kiosks like ““ ' : LOUIS JOHNSON Aged 9
this one will be installed. : Kidmore End School

Every so often | like to read an autobiography and
following Clare Balding’s success at the Olympics
and Paralympics, | felt her story would be interesting
and relevant.

MY ANIMAI'S AND | knew it was going to be a good book when | found out | was 17th on the waiting

OTHER FAM"_Y list for it at the library but her honest, frank and funny tales of her childhood were
BY CLARE BALDING refreshing and, quite frankly, a complete joy to read.

The stories follow Clare from her birth until her late teens and each chapter is
C LA R—E named after an animal that has played a part in her life. Whether you are an

B FL L D | N G animal lover (especially horses) or not, you will thoroughly enjoy what she has to say

and the way in which she says it. You will laugh out loud at some of her exploits.

From her relationship with her father, to her time at school and her horse racing
success, this book sheds a favourable light on one of our most popular TV presenters.

This is a lovely book to read by the fire on these cold January nights. | just hope
that the waiting list has gone down a bit! l

By PHILLIPPA TAPHOUSE
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High guality education and child care under the
Farly years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months ta 5 years

® Good OFSTED report
8 Pre-school sessions available
& Open all year, Monday te Friday, Tam to Tpm
& Flevible hours
® Early years education grants avaifable

® Curviculum fnctudes French, Music & Movement
and Thames Valley Gym

® Small fricndly and personal care in

Sonning Common

For further information, please ask for the manager
o (118 Y72 4783, or visit our website,

winelphaberdaynrseries.cont

emails: infoin alphabetdaynurseries.com

Advertise in the
sonningcommon magazine

Delivered to 1,850 addresses

Prices from just £25 per issue
for an advert this size

and tradesmen

Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org

i B
'd
1.'1._:‘_"

WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING

Use your Local Installer with 30
years experience
For a FREE quotation
Call Mike Dockree on
01189724376 or 07785928190

All window, door & conservatory
installations carry a 10 year guarantee
and the finished product is
independently inspected with
all certificates

g g,

ui HELPLINE LANDSCAPE SERVICES |
{ume- Dalign, Cnstry<ticn, Garden moke over, -~ 1

- Clparance, Foo nage; Greling: ¥
- G lwoys, Degicingy Arghes, PEFGANA, Gazobor &
Bl Gl 2 Boartt, Wire nigsh, Stock fence 1
Gardening Moviing, Weedinig; Prinfiig, Clearance
ﬁTTEE wark - Felling, Lopning, Priping, Ciearance.
M Driveways - Gravel Favid, Brck, Congretn
“Ponds - Walr featiires, Ponds, folls,
'l;:Patma - Bial -SonéPavers, Brich
] f—ang's forsala - Ciftand sphi to sie.

]

| Based. il Sonnmg Cormmon

| Tel.LFax: 01189721342
Ermm- chm:ulhach@btimﬂrrnmnm

PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES

W e stock all types of
v' Animal Feed
v" Frozen Meat
v' Farm Feeds

W e Stock Products for

We have been trading in the village for over 40 years
We have old fashioned friendly Service
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things

for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00

COME AND SEE US!!

You may be surprised
we now stock

v" Animal Well Being
Wild Birds

Farm Animals
Domestic Animals

NENENENENEN

Toys and Beds

43a Wood Lane
Sonning Common RG4 9SJ
Ponds 0118 9723495
Email interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk
Open...... Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat)
Wild life 9am to 4pm Weds
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols

D
‘ (H\\\(H l) H\ll
ONS

Also We Sell
M EM BERSHIP for
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD
ANGLING CLUB




il EVERYTHING
: IN THE GARDEN
1 Established 1985

Now in Stoke Row

All types of design, construction,
maintenance and improvements.

Tel: 01491 641311
Mob: 07810 112411

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

% A Family Owned Funeral Service

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD
HENLEY-ON-THAMES
RGI 1AG

Golden Charte

Funeral Plans

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

EST 1998

HENNELLVEHICLE

SERVICES .

——= MOT TESTING
—— SERVICING & REPAIRS
—— = ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
— = VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING
LASER FOURWHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOKYOUR MoT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866

www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk

Unit |9 Greys Green Business Centre v

Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RG9 4QG lahakne

Maryella Brown
General Buildings Contractor
Decorating to Complete Home Improvements
Sonning Common

Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875

Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com
Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk

TOMALIN & SON
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans vy

% For more information, contact

Tel:(01491) 573370

£40 John Lewis Voucher
or
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care

with each plan taken out on production of this advert

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

= JJC Electrical Services Limited
[ ==L

Sonning Common Electrician
Jerry Cole
Telephone: 07834 346 487
E-mail: jicelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.]jcelecservitd.co.uk

* Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires ElLEC (;.s'n
* New installation work

» Fuse board changes m
+ Lighting advice and installation

3

T’ai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
During term time

Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class
Improve your stamina, balance,
strength & co-ordination

For further information
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.org
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As usual, there was much activity
around Christmas and its many
services. Flowers, cribs and other
seasonal decorations welcomed
large congregations to all
services.

There was a slightly different flavour at

the Christ the King Christingle this year, as
it had been decided to use glow sticks
instead of the traditional candles; popular
with children who were able to hold them
longer but not quite as romantic as the
original candles. However church candles
and a line of tea lights welcomed us into
the service. Many thanks to everyone,
who donated £145 to the Children’s
Society (collected by Joan Lamprell).

The Churches in Reading Drop in

Centre (CIRDIC) received very generous
donations this year from congregations of
the churches in the form of clothing and
food. This very worthwhile organisation
(comprised largely of volunteers) provides
food and daytime shelter for homeless
and poor and is centred at St Saviour’s
Church in Reading. They are always
grateful for donations and can be
contacted on: enquiries@cirdic.org.uk

Easter services
Ash Wednesday 13 February All Saints
Church Peppard 8pm

Watch out for details of Lent courses
which will run as usual.

Women’s World Day of Prayer Friday 1
March Christ the King Church 2pm

26

Mothering Sunday 10 March 9.30am at
Christ the King or 11am at St John'’s

Good Friday 29 March begins 9.30am
Christ the King or 11am St John’s

Easter Day 31 March 9.30am at Christ the
King or 11am at St John’s.

On behalf of all churches in
Sonning Common and Peppard
we’d like to wish you all a very
happy hew year!

THE PARISH CHURCH OF ALL SAINTS,
ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD

Services on Good Friday and
Easter Day

Good Friday 29 March
10am Morning Prayer and Litany
2pm Devotional Hour

Easter Day 31 March

9am Holy Communion
10.30am  Sung Eucharist
6.30pm  Festal Evensong

THE WOMEN’S WORLD DAY OF PRAYER
Friday 1 March 2013 - All are invited

Groups of Christian churches get fogether
each year throughout the world for a

one hour service prepared by women of
different countries. Sonning Common is in
the Peppard and District group.

Participating churches:

Stoke Row Chapel, Springwater
Congregation Church, Christ the King, St
John the Baptist and All Saints’ CE Churches
and St Michael's Catholic Church.

This year it is the turn of Christ the King

CE Church, Sedgewell Road, Sonning
Common, to host the local service on
Friday 1 March from 2-3 pm. The women
of France have prepared the service and
their theme is "I was a stranger and you
welcomed me”. Over 3 million people
world wide will be praying and worshipping
together during the day, beginning when
the first service is held in the Queen Salote
Girls" School in Tonga and continuing
around the world until the final service,
some 35 hours later. By then the day

will have been celebrated in over 170
countries and more than 6,000 services will
have been held in the British Isles alone.

Although organised by women, this is
essentially a day of prayer for everybody,
demonstrating our solidarity with our sisters
and brothers in other countries and all are
welcome to attend.

Do come along and join us. Refreshments
will be available after the ceremony.

Shirley Rixon, Secretary, Peppard and
District WWDP Committee.



¥ davistate.com

For a FREE market appraisal
of your property, for sale or to let
please contact Davis Tate, Sonning Common.

Call 0118 972 4242 or emall
sonning@davistate.com

Julie Norman Jo Bailey
MNAEA MARLA  SALES & LETTINGS
MANAGER NEGOTIATOR

Family villa for rental in

C'Othing @ e Moraira, Costa Blanca, Spain
A [terations This beautiful 3 bedroomed family home has superb

. 3 sea views and is well equipped with a new fully fitted
- Frea ben il delivery, . .
-3 Sl Titings th th combrt. | kitchen and Sky TV. There is a fabulous Iarg.e
of your owel home. o 9m x 5m swimming pool surrounded by patio
= Ui week turn-around. Vo terracing and landscaped gardens.
- Competilive pricos,

- Coriains altered, Prices start from £550 per week

Terry = terry pelvoniahotmail couk

07766 532 372

wiww, soonestmended.co.uk

SPRUCE M AINTENANCE SERVICE

For all your property maintenance requirements:
*Decorating - inside and out
¢Paper Hanging
¢Carpentry - including door easing & hanging
*Wall & Floor Tiling & Slicone Renewal

*Plumbing - leaking taps etc. Contact Heather Mullin on
+Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 07787 381437
*Hedge Cutting & Planting or email
. ° i 1 o
Pass on your TO DO list heather.mullin@btinternet.com

for further details.

ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560



diary dates

FRIDAY 1
MONDAY 4
WEDNESDAY 6
FRIDAY 8
SATURDAY 9

TUESDAY 12
FRIDAY 15
MONDAY 18
WEDNESDAY 20

THURSDAY 21
THURSDAY 21
THURSDAY 21

FRIDAY 22

FRIDAY 1
FRIDAY 1

FRIDAY 1
MONDAY 4
FRIDAY 8
TUESDAY 12

WEDNESDAY 13

THURSDAY 14
FRIDAY 15
MONDAY 18
THURSDAY 21
FRIDAY 22
FRIDAY 22
SATURDAY 23

MONDAY 25

Notts group - Village Hall
FISH - Garden Centre Visit

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - Health Centre, Sonning Common
Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

National Library Day - story time, activities, home-made cakes
- Sonning Common Library

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - Quiz night - Peppard Memorial Hall
Notts group - Village Hall
Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

Sonning Common Pre-School - Shopping & Pamper evening
- Sonning Common Primary School

FISH - Pub lunch
Have your say, come & talk o your PCSO - One Stop, Sonning Common

Sonning Common Women’s Institute: Solicitor in Henley
- a talk by Toby Greenwood. Visitors welcome - Village Hall

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Notts group - Village Hall

Women’s World Day of Prayer Service: Theme “l was a stranger & you
welcomed me”. Refreshments after service - Christ the King Church

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - Health Centre, Sonning Common
FISH - Garden Centre Visit
Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - “The secrets of how to beat garden pests”
- Peppard Memorial Hall

No Smoking Day - thinking of quitting smoking? For advice on how to stop and
what help is available - Sonning Common Health Centre & Day Lewis Chemist

Sonning Common Women'’s Institute - AGM - Village Hall
Notts group - Village Hall

Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

FISH - Pub lunch

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Annual Village Quiz - Sonning Common Primary School

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - Spring Village Garden Show
Chiltern Edge School

Have your say, come & talk to your PCSO - One Stop, Sonning Common

FISH runs regular shopping trips to Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley.
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.

10am - 12 noon
1.30pm

10 - 10.30am
9.45-11.15am
10am

7.30pm

10am - 12 noon
8pm

7.30 - 9.30pm

11.30am
4.00 - 4.30pm
7.30pm

9.45-11.15am

10am - 12 noon
2 -3pm

4.00 - 4.30pm
1.30pm
9.45-11.15am
7.30pm

9am - 5pm

7.30pm

10am - 12 noon
8pm

11.30am

9.45 - 11.30am
7.30pm

2.30 - 4.30pm

10 - 10.30am



| John Abbey

Painter
& - Over 200 happy customers in
DECQrator ‘_1 f _ ) Sonning Common.

0118 924 255

58 }Uﬂﬂd Lane Milo Technical Support
Sonning Common 0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

Milo and Michael Harper

Doors and
Foscias, Soffite anc

 Waorkshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Psa
Fax: 01491 629904

Come & Experience authentic
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine

N0 DD CAL5

* Fully Air-Conditioned
% Large Groups Catered For

21 Wood Lane * Open 7 Days a Week

Sonning Common TAKE-AWAY MENU
0118 972 3104 /972 1054 We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

S ] HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner
Wide range of high-quality carpentry
services delivered by skilled craftsman

S o,nnLn?/ @n/m/nto/n 93 wuiy/

12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

* MANICURE - PEDICURE « ORGANIC FACIALS
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS
* WAXING e« LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS
* SPRAY TANNING « MAKE-UP + MASSAGE
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving.
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows,
Stairs, Roof Construction.
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602
or 07887 653866

Gift Vouchers Available

Some reduced price treatments available each
week please ring to check availablity




. Functional Sonning Common Health Centre

w2\ Physio " mm e
v & Pilates
9 Back & Neck pain ® Shoulder Injuries
» Muscle / Joint Strains 9 Post-Operative Rehabilitation
D Ligament Sprain D Pre/Post Natal Exercise
9 SportsInjuries D Respiratory Conditions L
9 Whiplash Injuries 9 Lower Limb & Foot Problems WEJJIﬂgS jung{a_[v
) Appointments available every day Jo Pereira MCSP 2
 Pilates classes throughout the week eatr\n’?;r;lemmyzt;rte'\v;gnpw ﬂ an J 5. %‘EJ g ﬁ 5 ol qu EfS
T: 01189 722 745 Chartered Physiotherapists o,
E: info@functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk gﬁ; «¥

The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered
ith the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP.

National & _ﬁnie’mai&ma!’ Deliveries

Professional
H acvice, desion & Fully Qualified Fiorist Free Local Deliver
planting for your
garden. 42 Wood Lane » Sonning Common * RG4 9SL
I 0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916
Call Gail Noble
on 01189723214 |- 4 , -
| i i | I e turn feelin gs into flowers

SE2%, Doggy Dips

'Z, \\ @®
:M:éf‘ Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun
Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims = Doggy Day Care
0118 972 4849

Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9JT
doggydips.co.uk

Fed Up With Call Centres Ridiculously Easy Accounting, Guaranteed!

B arrs I nsuranece Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we

Y Mirk &-' .:fe:'en 'thgrdi offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email
Fourrhocj nsunagc}gh r'S Eﬂ"; and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want
Let Sr e Lnusia 8 LFSua to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make
et Us Take Care Of Y_.:-u.r ms_t"ra'?_ce your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring
: House & Contents - Business - Liabilities excellent service or your money back.
+ Travel -+ Landlords - Professional Indemnity

’ Huéi?‘n}nsellgigsl J,- Sﬁﬁjksnuislsx;'eﬁﬁ:c;gﬂc nt Request a free quote online now at
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help www.blueredaccountants.co.uk

All Types Of Insurance Enguiries Welcome

O BlueRed

mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT

Accountants




