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BACKSTORY

Chicago Votes was founded with a simple mission:
break down barriers young people face to civics
participation. Among the many barriers young
people face is contact with the legal system.

Young people are overrepresented in jails and
prisons throughout the United States.

43%
OF PEOPLE IN
ILLINOIS PRISONS ARE

UNDER 35 YEARS OLD

The goal is clear.



We have to restore voting rights
to people in prison. Senate Bill
828 would restore voting rights
to people in prison.
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People In movement spaces
know that the most important
rule of organizing is centering
those most impacted. In this

case, the people most

Impacted are those currently
behind bars.




We put out a simple
request to our community
members in lllinois prisons:

Tell us why lllinois
should pass

Senate Bill 828,
Voting in Prison.

The responses have been
outstanding.
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lo Vote or not to Vote, has for centuries been the driving force behind change
and/or subjugation. To Vote comes from a progressive ideology rooted in democracy,
1 not to Vote has favored oppression and control. At a time when this verny
lamental human right is under siege, every effort should be made to ensure all
)y are alforded the right to

ricans (let alone human being

Black man who has been incarcerated the belter part of his life ( )
see both the need and the nelfits of voting from a unique perspective. I
historical standpoint Lhe re's precedent;

Sandford

1857 the Supreme Court's ruling in [Dred Scott v. 6(
173 1y 3 1 % 1
[he Black man has no rights which the

ow. l"J} 3¢ |-‘\ru'j | stat
white man

; bound to r

In 1866 the Thirt
bestowing full cit

h Amendment's Civil Rights Act abolished slavery,

zenship upon African America

Despite the Thirteenth Amendment's Civil Rights Act the courts ruled in
1871 |Ruffin v. Commonwealth 62 Va 790,796(1871)] that; "For a time,
during his service in the penitentiary, he is in a state of penal
servitude to the State. He has, as a consequence of his crime, not
only forfeited his liberty, but all his personal ghts except those
which the law in its humanity accords to him. He is for the time being
a slave of the State. He is civiliter mortus; and his 1
has any, 1is admistered like that of a dead man."

the Thirteenth Amendment's Ciwvil Rights Act was adopted, prisons became th
legalized defacto form of slavery. One Hundred & Fifty years later nan
changed for political correctness and ideologies may not be so overt, however,
ntality of todays prisons are quintessentially the same as they were in 1871.

Ihroughout the country many prisons & jails are functioning well under the legal/
ethical standards and requirements. The vast majority are overcrowded and under
d, while the moral is at an all time low. As a result hundreds of millions
llars are shelled out annually for law suits, settlements and fines at the

: expense. These treatments and financial burdens have never adequately
xposed. The ONLY way this will change is by becoming a consitiuent.
paign to those who vote and their actions while in office are a
reflection. Having the ability to present issues by referendum or in a Town Hall/
debate setting will not only open the door for changes in prison, it will also
allow the public to see how they've been grossly misinformed.
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contributing factor in the demise of the Urban community is the lack of
nvestment and opportunity. This is in part due to low voter turnout which
not hold politicians accountable. After years of being disenfranchised 1
and considered less than a man, there is no trust, mno confidence and no faitl
em that failed them. Voting from prison will speak directlv to the
unity, and has a chance to change the existing narrative.
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While the Urban communities have experienced a demise, the rural towns acro Lhe
United States have prospered from an influx of the prisons that have replaced
plantations. For too long the Census Bureau's "residence rule" has allowed thes
rural white commmities to benefit from the inflated populations al the expense ol
the Urban communities prisoners come from. Despite being used for profit, we hav
never had a voice. Some may interpret this as racial rheboric, and those that do
are part of the problem. We have always been considered lesser than, property,
and expendable. ‘The ability to vote gives us a veoice and make:
us relevant be se we possess something of walue, a vote.

a means Lo an e

[his is the world we live in and just may
behind the prison walls., Nobody imagine
military, politicians and so many other
Capitel in an attempt to circument a 1 nte elcetion, but it happer
mple vote is far too often margina when so many heve died trying
rast majority of the world is disenfranc

» the wary will see the |:!J.'.-| tivity f[rom
wat the likes of law enforcement,
Fessional walks of life ;

[o Vote or not to Vote, I hope and pray that you will support to Vote!

Sincere

PETER SAUNDERS

Peter Saunders
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ADVOCACY FOR #5B828

e CALL YOUR LAWMAKERS

o CALL SCRIPT: HELLO REPRESENTATIVE/SENATOR MY NAME IS

AND | AM REACHING OUT AS AN ILLINOIS RESIDENT WITH CHICAGO
VOTES TO ASK THAT YOU VOTE “YES” ON SENATE BILL 828 WHICH WOULD
RESTORE VOTING RIGHTS TO PEOPLE CURRENTLY IN PRISON. THERE ARE
OVER 30,000 PEOPLE INCARCERATED IN ILLINOIS PRISONS EVERY YEAR AND
THEIR LIVES ARE IMPACTED BY DECISIONS MADE BY ELECTED OFFICIALS. OUR
DEMOCRACY WORKS BETTER WHEN MORE PEOPLE ARE INVOLVED AND
HAVING STRONG TIES TO THE COMMUNITY THROUGH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
REDUCES RECIDIVISM AND MAKES US ALL SAFER. PLEASE SUPPORT SENATE
BILL 828.

e POST ABOUT SB828 ON SOCIAL MEDIA

o EXAMPLE TWEET: IN 2019, SB2090 WAS SUCCESSFULLY PASSED, ENSURING
ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN JAIL HAVE ACCESS TO THE BALLOT. NOW IL IS GOING
EVEN FURTHER, PUSHING TO.RESTORE THE RIGHT TO VOTENO PEOPLE [N
PRISON. HELP US ENFRANCHISE OVER 30,000 PEOPLE WITH #5B828
BIT.LY/SUPPORTSB828

e« SHARE AND TALK ABOUT THE BILL
WITH FRIENDS, FAMILIES AND
EVERYBODY YOU KNOW



https://bit.ly/SupportSB828

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS

e What impact does letter-writing
carry for you?

e What does reimagining
democracy look like for you?

e Why do you believe people in
prison should have the right to
vote?

e What does public safety look like
to you?

e How will restoring the rights to
vote for people in prison increase
public safety?

e What does supporting #SB828
mean to you?



