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Young people are overrepresented in jails and
prisons throughout the United States.

BACKSTORYBACKSTORYBACKSTORY

The goal is clear. 

Chicago Votes was founded with a simple mission:
break down barriers young people face to civics
participation. Among the many barriers young
people face is contact with the legal system. 



People in movement spaces
know that the most important
rule of organizing is centering
those most impacted. In this
case, the people most
impacted are those currently
behind bars. 

We have to restore voting rights
to people in prison. Senate Bill
828 would restore voting rights
to people in prison. 



We put out a simple
request to our community
members in Illinois prisons: 

Tell us why Illinois
should pass 

Senate Bill 828, 
Voting in Prison. 

The responses have been
outstanding.
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https://www.change.org/p/j-b-pritzker-positive-for-covid-19-emergency-clemency-petition-i-don-t-want-to-die-in-prison
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https://www.amazon.com/Watch-Me-Rise-Poetic-Evolution-ebook/dp/B094CDKFKD/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=9798748785570&linkCode=qs&qid=1635177026&qsid=134-4943498-8087653&s=books&sr=1-1&sres=B094L7DH3B
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TAKEAWAYS:TAKEAWAYS:TAKEAWAYS:   



CALL YOUR LAWMAKERS
CALL SCRIPT: HELLO REPRESENTATIVE/SENATOR________MY NAME IS

__________ AND I AM REACHING OUT AS AN ILLINOIS RESIDENT WITH CHICAGO

VOTES TO ASK THAT YOU VOTE “YES” ON SENATE BILL 828 WHICH WOULD

RESTORE VOTING RIGHTS TO PEOPLE CURRENTLY IN PRISON. THERE ARE

OVER 30,000 PEOPLE INCARCERATED IN ILLINOIS PRISONS EVERY YEAR AND

THEIR LIVES ARE IMPACTED BY DECISIONS MADE BY ELECTED OFFICIALS. OUR

DEMOCRACY WORKS BETTER WHEN MORE PEOPLE ARE INVOLVED AND

HAVING STRONG TIES TO THE COMMUNITY THROUGH CIVIC ENGAGEMENT

REDUCES RECIDIVISM AND MAKES US ALL SAFER. PLEASE SUPPORT SENATE

BILL 828.

POST ABOUT SB828 ON SOCIAL MEDIA
EXAMPLE TWEET: IN 2019, SB2090 WAS SUCCESSFULLY PASSED, ENSURING

ELIGIBLE VOTERS IN JAIL HAVE ACCESS TO THE BALLOT. NOW IL IS GOING

EVEN FURTHER, PUSHING TO RESTORE THE RIGHT TO VOTE TO PEOPLE IN

PRISON. HELP US ENFRANCHISE OVER 30,000 PEOPLE WITH #SB828

BIT.LY/SUPPORTSB828 

SHARE AND TALK ABOUT THE BILL

WITH FRIENDS, FAMILIES AND

EVERYBODY YOU KNOW

 

https://bit.ly/SupportSB828


What impact does letter-writing
carry for you?
What does reimagining
democracy look like for you?
Why do you believe people in
prison should have the right to
vote?
What does public safety look like
to you?
How will restoring the rights to
vote for people in prison increase
public safety?
What does supporting #SB828
mean to you?

OPEN-ENDED QUESTIONSOPEN-ENDED QUESTIONSOPEN-ENDED QUESTIONS


