
T R U S T       C O M M U N I T Y       C O N N E C T I O N

There is something about June that makes home feel like it has extra rooms.

The porch becomes an office. The garden becomes a project. The sidewalk becomes a conversation starter. The backyard
starts whispering, “You know, I could be something special too.” And suddenly, I’m outside with coffee in hand, mentally
moving furniture, planning flower beds, and convincing myself that climbing roses are absolutely a reasonable next step.

That is where I am right now.

The front garden is starting to take shape, I added new rocking chairs to the porch, and I am officially going to try my hand
at climbing roses. We will see how that goes, but I am choosing optimism and maybe a little blind confidence. I have also
started working through ideas for the back garden because I would love for it to become the same kind of welcoming space
my front porch has become — a place to sit, gather, linger, and enjoy a slower moment.

And that has me thinking about curb appeal in a different way. We usually talk about curb appeal when someone is
preparing to sell, but it matters even when you are staying put. A few flowers, a cleaned-up walkway, fresh porch seating, or
a garden bed that finally gets some attention can completely change how home feels. Sometimes it even gives a neighbor
walking by a reason to stop, ask a question, and start a conversation.

June also brought some sweet community moments. Stockley Gardens Arts Festival was lovely, and seeing the Fred Heutte
Garden out there with plants and people was a beautiful reminder that gardens really do connect us. Art, flowers, neighbors,
conversations, and people taking time to linger — that is the good stuff.

Real estate gave me a few memorable reminders this month too. I had a couple of closings that were very different from each
other — one involving a historic condo with its own character and details, and another beach property that came with a few
nuanced hurdles before we made it to the finish line. That one even included dolphins in the water during the walk-through,
which felt like a pretty wonderful closing-day bonus.

One of the sweetest surprises was a beautiful hydrangea basket from the agent on the other side of the deal. Real estate can
be complicated, and some transactions require a lot of problem-solving behind the scenes, but kindness and professionalism
still matter. I never take that for granted.

And because homeownership likes to keep us humble, my HVAC decided to add its own little plot twist. Nothing says
summer like wondering whether your air conditioning is fully committed to the assignment. So along with the porch plans
and garden updates, consider this your friendly seasonal reminder to check your filters, schedule AC service if needed, give
your outdoor unit room to breathe, and keep an eye on the not-so-glamorous systems that make home comfortable.

That is the thing about home. It is the flowers and the filters. The porch chats and the paperwork. The hydrangeas, the
HVAC, the dolphins, and the details.

Whether you are refreshing the place you already love, thinking through a future move, or simply keeping an eye on the
market, preparation still matters. The goal is not to rush into the next thing. It is to understand the details, care for what
you have, and make each next step with a little more clarity.
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June is made for the kind of
gathering that feels easy, light,

and just a little special.

Give me a shady porch, something
fresh to set out, and a recipe that
invites people to linger without

turning the kitchen into a whole
production. 

This lemon dill garden hummus
board is bright, simple, and perfect

for summer — whether you’re
having friends over, hosting a

garden gathering, or just looking for
an easy porch-side bite to enjoy at

home.
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Source: Local market statistics compiled by Jennifer Dawn using listing information provided by REIN, Inc. Figures are rounded and intended as a general
market snapshot. Market conditions vary by neighborhood, property type, price point, and timing.



What Sellers Are Asking Right Now

By June, buyers are not just asking what is available — they are asking what actually makes sense for their budget,
timeline, and life. More inventory can help, but the right strategy still matters.

What Buyers Are Asking Right Now

What’s your home worth today?
Scan to see your value & equity.

Scan here to Connect with
Jennifer

By June, the market is giving sellers clearer feedback. Some homes are still moving quickly, while others are taking
longer because buyers have more to compare — and that leads to better questions.
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🗝 “Is now a good time to sell?”
It can be, but timing alone is not the whole strategy. The homes getting the strongest
response are the ones priced well, prepared well, and presented clearly for today’s buyers.

🗝 “What is my home actually worth?”
Online estimates and neighborhood chatter can be starting points, but they are not a pricing
plan. Real value depends on recent sales, current competition, condition, updates, location,
and buyer response.

🗝 “What if my home does not sell right away?”
That does not automatically mean something is wrong. It means the market is giving
feedback. Sometimes it is price; sometimes it is presentation, access, condition, timing, or
nearby competition.

🗝 “What should I fix before listing?”
Most homes do not need a full renovation. Clean, well-maintained, well-lit, and thoughtfully
prepared spaces tend to give buyers more confidence from the start.

Sellers still have opportunity, but buyers are more selective. The goal is not just to list — it is to launch with a
plan, watch the response, and adjust with strategy instead of guesswork.

🗝 Start with a
plan — even if
your move is
still months

away..

🗝 “Will rates come down?”
Maybe, but waiting on rates alone can keep you stuck. The better question is whether today’s
payment works for your life, your budget, and your long-term plans.

🗝 “Are prices going to drop?”
Some homes may adjust, but not every property or neighborhood moves the same way. Value
depends on location, condition, inventory, competition, and how well the home is priced.

The takeaway: Buying right now is not about guessing the market perfectly. It is about understanding your numbers,
knowing what matters in the home, and moving with a plan when the right fit shows up.

🗝 “How much do I actually need to buy?”
Not every buyer needs 20% down. Loan options vary, and the right plan depends on your cash, monthly payment
comfort, loan type, closing costs, and what you want to keep available after closing.

🗝 “How do I make an offer without overpaying?”
A strong offer is not just about the highest price. Terms, timing, financing strength, inspections, appraisal strategy,
and clear communication can all help create confidence for the seller.
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Buying well starts before the first
showing.

Get clear on your budget, search strategy,
timing, and next steps so you can move
with confidence when the right home

appears.
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Where Do You Start When
Buying a Home

Creating Future

Opportunities

The Best Move
Starts Before You

Make One
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What does ‘ready’ actually mean?

A home does not need to be
perfect, but it should be

priced, prepared,
photographed, and

positioned with intention
before buyers ever walk

through the door.

Even if you are not ready to move tomorrow, the work you do
now can create more flexibility later. Fresh paint, routine
maintenance, lighting, landscaping, decluttering, and
thoughtful repairs all help your home show with more
confidence when the time is right.
The goal is not to do everything at once. It is to make smart,
steady improvements so you are not starting from scratch when
opportunity knocks.

Pre-Listing Consultation &
Seller Checklist

Thinking about selling this year?
 Start with clarity — not guesswork.

This guide walks through the
preparation, pricing, and presentation

steps that help your home enter the
market with a stronger first

impression.

ARE YOU PREPARING OR JUST WAITING?ARE YOU PREPARING OR JUST WAITING?

More buyers are watching. More sellers are preparing. And this June market is reminding us that the best decisions usually happen
before the pressure hits.

In a market with more options than last month, but still plenty of seller-leaning pockets, “waiting to see what happens” is not much
of a strategy. The people who feel the most confident are usually the ones who understand their numbers, their timing, their
competition, and their next step before they are forced to make a decision quickly.

For sellers, preparation still matters. The strongest listing results are usually built before the sign goes in the yard — through pricing
strategy, thoughtful repairs, presentation, photography, access, timing, and a clear understanding of how buyers are comparing
homes right now. A home does not have to be perfect, but it does need to feel intentional.

For buyers, more inventory can create more breathing room, but it does not remove the need for clarity. The right home may still
move quickly, especially if it is priced well, well-maintained, and in a location buyers have been watching. Knowing your budget,
your must-haves, your flexible points, and your offer strategy before you fall in love with a house helps you move with confidence
instead of panic.

And for homeowners who are not planning a move right now, this still matters. The work you do while you are staying put can
protect future value. Fresh paint, routine maintenance, landscaping, lighting, decluttering, system care, and thoughtful repairs all
help your home feel better now and give you more flexibility later.

The takeaway: the market does not reward guessing. It rewards preparation, timing, and strategy — whether you are buying, selling, or
simply caring for the home you already love.

A practical look at timing, readiness, and what today’s market rewards.
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