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Triathlon boys
‘Dirty weekends’ in the woods
for the ‘Tough Mudders’
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G.B. REMOVALS
House, Office & FI”gt moves etc.
Local Non Local
Part Load to Single item, pianos
Prompt Reliable Service
Large Van with Tail Lift
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common

T: 0118 924.2763-m20799.070 7125
HOUSEH ARANCES

(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk

~Chiltern

\ Beauty

Outstanding Natural Beauty
Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting,
eyebrow shaping, make-up,
Jessica manicures & pedicures,
Aromatherapy facials.

Tel: 0118 9723157
Janet Copp I.H.B.C
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common

Freeiew -0

JEN’S

MOBILE
HAIRDRESSING
AND

BARBER
SERVIC

WOMEN'S WET CUT £14 C/B DRY £20
CHILDREN'S CUT £5
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE

0/753 253 476

13 years experience

})

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
; 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

Property Consultants

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

Cross

George Chilvers and Nigel Price Frics

0118 947 4600

www.highmoorcross.co.uk

SONNING COMMON
PRE-SCHOOL @Ry

vy
Ny

GROVE ROAD 4
SONNING COMMON

0118 972 4760

We are a happy friendly pre-school
welcoming children from 2 years

6 months, to come and learn through
play. We have a purpose built building
& extensive play garden.

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm

%’_ R
Adaim’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common

Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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The editorig] group from
Joan Grummqnt, Christi

From
the ediforial group

‘Spring is in the airl” Well not actually as | write this but hopefully

by the time you read this editorial, it might be. New for this issue
are the words on the front cover which refer 1o the articles inside,
known as ‘puffs’, so | am reliably informed. Please let us know if you
like the idea.

leftfo right: Jo st
:Jo Stoves,
ne Atkinson aheliDi
» i

Ana Pearman;

This edition, probably in keeping with the hoped for improvement in the
weather, focuses more on outdoor activities from the Triathlon ‘boys’, to the
primary schools’ cross country and On Your Bike. However getting out and about
is less easy for some of us, as Hannah in her wheelchair shows that ‘navigating
the village’ can be a challenge.

Ofther articles provide news of the many activities in Sonning Common and
highlight the lives of two of our residents, Douglas Kedge and Anne Webster
We were very pleased that Anouska received some stories for her writer’s
competition. Please keep sending them in!

Please take the time to read the feedback from the NDP presentations as the
new developments will have an impact on village life. Finally, if you contact any
of the businesses advertised in the magazine, please do tell them where you
saw their details.

DIANA PEARMAN Editor
Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org

Do
e

Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50
a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email:
chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134

Magazine contributions may be posted to:
1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 91D

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE,
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF
ERRORS THAT OCCUR.
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community news

Bravery
\Wel(e

Kyle Limbrick received a “Bravery”
Award on Thursday 21 February

at Oxford Town Hall. Kyle was
nominated for his outstanding
bravery throughout his treatment
and continuing illness. Of his illness
he says, “I'm glad it has happened

to me and not my brothers” showing

his bravery and love for others.

Kyle said “l was nervous as | walked
down the red carpet to receive my
glass trophy”.

His Mum told us “Kyle is in Year 6
and suffers from a combination of
problems. He has coeliac disease,

asthma and crones disease. He has

only one working kidney and has
had major operations to repair it.
Kyle also has Keratoconjunctivitis
which is a disease in his eyes that
eats away at his cornea which has
left him partially sighted and very

light sensitive. This is why he normally

wears glasses and a hat. Thankfully,
loads of steroids everyday enable
him to attend Sonning Common
Primary school”. &

Sonning Common Primary

School news

Sonning Common Striders - meet

every Thursday morning at 8am for 2 hour
of fun and running games. Enthusiastic
teachers and parents join in - activities vary
according to age.

Indoor athletics competition -
Oxfordshire hold this competition each year —
SCPS years 3 and 4 team came joint first, 5/6
team won the district south Oxfordshire event.

After a VERY tense and exciting Oxfordshire
County Sports Final on Tuesday 19 March,
between 10 schools from all over the
county, Sonning Common Primary School
came first for the second year running, and
are again County Champions! Kidmore
End School came second which was really
good news for our area as this shows what
fantastic children attend our local schools.

Sonningcommonprimary.co.uk — check out the fantastic new web site

Special thanks o the following people
and organisatfions for their ongoing
support of The Village Gardeners

James Watkins of Oak Grove Gardeners,
Paul Mullin of Sonning Common
Garages, Ru Butler of Peppard Building
Supplies, Len at the Hare and Hounds,
Sonning Common Parish Council,
Sonning Common WI, Davis Tate, The
Pharmacy, Carl Woods butchers and
Wood Lane Dental practice.

Our biggest project this spring will be the
removal of the old telephone box from
Blackmore Lane, its refurbishment and
planting and re-siting in the village.

On thelst Sunday and 3rd Thursday of every
month we meet at 10 am at One Stop.
Spare an hour, no regular commitment and
| can promise you a warm welcome.

CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY
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Club SC

The club has a wide variety of activities to suit the members organised
by Becky Jenkins (Youth Leader). Tape Art creations which will be
entfered in the OAYP (Oxford Association of Young People) competition;
Taekwondo, where members thoroughly enjoyed a taster session from
a World Champion Coach; a Football Match against Cholsey YC and
Club SC team won the game 8-2!

Future ideas for activities include bowling, table tennis, cheerleading, street dance

and photography. These activities may not happen
CLUS SC

due to lack of funds.

/ak wins a free
bowling trip

A Graphic Designer, Ryan Howe, from OAYP
came to help Zak Avery tum his winning
poster in to a ‘print ready’ version so that it
can be distributed fo all OAYP affiliated clubs.

Club SC is looking for volunteers to help on Wednesday
and/or Thursday evenings. PLEASE HELP.

Chiltern Edge School news

Zak won the Anti Bullying poster competition

SPORT Lily Stevens Year 9, chosen to
represent the Wales girls football team.

continue to grow in popularity every
year. 500 children took part in the

Charlie Estcourt, Year 10, already plays County event at the school.

for the Under 16 team.
by Alter Ego Theatre Company and
aimed at 12-14 year olds to explain
how children can be exploited by
adults.

Year 7 girls and boys team took part in
a very competitive South Oxfordshire
indoor athletics event - 2nd out of seven

local secondary schools.
ALUMNI - a new area on the website

to enable former students to keep in
touch with their old school. Or view
www.networks.futurefirst.org.uk/students/
chilternedge

Bronze Duke of Edinburgh award — 18
students completed their Bronze.

Primary cross country events - Chiltern
Edge Sport organise these which

What does CECA
stand for?

by Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury

They are the initials of the Chiltern Edge Community
Association, a small charitable frust formed in 1979. lts principal
source of income comes from the Chiltern Edge Squash Club
and Johnson Matthey plc.

The committee meet twice a year to allocate surplus income to local organisations
and individuals, in accordance with its constitution “for the benefit of the inhabitants
of Sonning Common, Kidmore End, Rotherfield Peppard and its neighbourhood, in

a common effort to advance education and to provide facilities in the interest of
social welfare for recreation and leisure time activities with the objective of improving
the conditions of life for the said inhabitants”.

If you feel that you or your group fill one of the above criteria write to Miss J.Titchener
at 19, Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common.

CHELSEA'S CHOICE - a play performed

and beat fierce competition from 7 other
clubs. Zak said 'l felt proud of what I'd done,
I've not won anything before.... my art lesson
is probably the best subject | do... when |
leave school I'd like to do Graphic Design or
something to do with art’

Chiltern Edge
Squash Club looking

for new members

Hidden away behind the Chiltern
Edge School sports hall are two
squash courts.

Membership is available - individual or
family at a very reasonable cost. Courts
are lit and heated, have changing rooms
plus separate access from the school.

Available at most times, all weekends and
during school holidays.

To join contact Richard Seymour -
seymorj@matthey.com or Roger Loveys
- roger.loveys@ntlworld.com M




Pranic Healing - what’s it all

about?

Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and
effective system of non-touch energy healing
developed by Master Choa Kok Sui. It isbased on
the principle that the body is capable of healing
itself from many different physical and
emotional imbalances. It is performed in the
bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the
physical body also known as the aura. The healer
increases the body's ability to heal itself by
making more life energy available for it to use.

A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and is
suitable for any age and any ailment.
Please see my website or call me for more
information on the number below.

L.
{//_'/ e 7 f»"; » %/ /l("fzf

36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX
07736 298206
www.ukpranic-healing.co.uk
sjpranichealing@gmail.com

+ Al aspects of general dentistry

t Teeth whitening and cosmetics

+ NHS for children & anyone in
full-time education

+ Affardahle payment plans

+ Flexible openig Fines

Byways Dental

Practice

lruli'.lf.' free car Pl“'i"'”".l'

Main 5L, Checkendon, RGE 5P Tel 01491 680412

Oak | Grove
Garden Services
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
FENCING * TURFING * PATIOS * HEDGING
WATER FEATURES

James Watkins

‘Oak Grove'* 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH
Telephone: 0118 972 2659

PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES

Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028

EVERYTHING FOR THE
HANDYMAN & BUILDER

Bishopsland Farm < Peppard Road
Dunsden * RG4 9NR

Computer Problems?

Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected?

Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades,
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning,
Networking, Broadband and much more.

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

G RAH AM S Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits Iy

M AINTENANCE E%

Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing

Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted

Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc...

FREE ESTIM ATES0118 972 3114

= Cellipgs «Walts - Dry Lining « Rendering
=Pebble Daching Patch Repair Work

Call Jamie on 01189 242861

ariEmail :icox: plastennganotmanica Uk
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Comprehensive cve
examinotions

= Free specs for children
= Extensive range of
designer frames

= Maoin agent for Zciss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

TR . Tl‘h]n]llmlh L+ B I.I-k
o Clhurel St Caversham, Res

= Full conitnct lens service

wling (opposite Walrose)

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ss3s21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED ’ CALLOUT SERVICE

LT \Il..‘ﬂ]'ﬂ (I3
(11491 680216 CRCRIMTTN
LRFST“TII HOUSE BERESERET:

Beech Lane, RGS 0PX ® Woodeote Nr. Reading
ProprieTor: S, ). Bosser

PLUMBING
& HEATING

All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken.

ALL WORK GLARANTEED

TELEPHONE:

0118 972 3394
MOBILE:

0771 110 9077

Kidbys

L |
[

&

Tt

Tel: 0118 972 33 80

Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9]T
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

 Time i Cilates x

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Natal

Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (6 In Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

Christine Brook - Member of Body Control Pilstes Association
Ring 07789 717017 or email fimedpilates.c

. WILCOM

SYSTEMS

L]
Experts in Telecoms, Computers, Electrical, & Alarms

Telephone Extension Sockets, Line Faults
Telephone Systems, Home & Office

Computer, Broadband, Internet, ADSL Services
Electrical Installations, Sockets, Lights,

Fuse Boards and Rewires

¢ Intruder Alarm Systems, Wired & Wireless

Call Andrew Willis on
01491 681197 or 07831 377785
www.wilcom-systems.co.uk

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 9549 2448
OR
0781 561 0007

SONNIHG COMMON
10% OFF wWiTH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM

CUTS - £E11.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £12.00 RESTYLE - E15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM E4.00




community news

Neightbbournood Development Plan
Decision fime for consideration of sites

The NDP team held two presentation sessions, on 7 and 9 February attended by 170 residents, to share the information
collected from the SON site surveys (123 of them) completed by the villagers. The team collated the information onto
a grid of planning criteria. Traffic Light colours were used to capture the information and enable viewers to see the

differences between the sites.

Feedback forms were completed at

the end of presentations by many who
attended. It was assumed that those

who did not complete the forms were in
general agreement with the proposals.
The feedback from villagers, including that
from the working parties who met on the
Saturday, was collated onto a grid and the
comments have been summarised.

Feedback comments are in ifalics

SON 1 Proposals two-fold: First, the
upper half (probably 10 acres) should be
considered for use as amenity green space.
Secondly, if SON 2 was developed, the lower
SE quadrant of SON 1 could be considered
for a small area of housing.

Amenity green space (AGS), applauded by
majority of comments

Ensure AGS is protfected land

Consider SON sites 1, 2 & 3 together

SON 2 Proposal: SON 2 should be
considered as a possible site for housing,
acknowledging the challenges to find
suitable access routes

Respect surrounding AONB — plant more
frees

SON sites 1, 2 & 3 to be considered as one

Primary access via SON 3

SON 3 Proposal: SON 3 should be
included as a possible site for development.

Magjority support for sports hall | commmunity
cenfre developoment

Concerns re fraffic Reades Lane

Close proximity to village

SON 4 Proposal: This site should not be
developed for any purpose

Land not available for sale
High quality AONB

Natural separation between SC & Kidmore
End

QOufside the village envelope

SON 5 Proposal: The proposal is not fo
include it in the next design stage of NDP.

Back land development, outside the
village envelope

Sink holes a complication
Poor access fo site

Dangerous precedent fo develop fowards
Kidmore End

SON 6 wnole site proposal: Only part
should be developed in order to retain the
envelope

Part site proposal: A small, mixed, housing
ribbon development linking 56-80
Kennylands Road

Natural infill between existing housing
Retain frees along road; increase
screening

Ensure housing similar in appearance

SON 7 Proposal: This site should be
included in the next design phase of our
NDP and offers scope for housing, a small-
company office development, or sports/
recreation use

Protection of adjoining Hagpits Wood and
other frees

Consider proximity to Essex Way (over 55s
housing)



SON 8 Proposal: Site should be
considered for more extensive sports hall
and recreation use

Housing should not be considered

Gymnasium / recreation usage to be
maintained

SON 9 Proposal: This site has potential
for a number of options and consideration
should be given to sporis/recreation use,
a small-company office development, or
housing.

Respect the sensitivities of the site and
surrounds, include screening

Concerns re distance [ walking / traffic /
parking in village cenfre

No bus service on Peppard Road

Any housing fo be mixed and not foo
dense

Agree Disagree
with with

i proposals i proposals :

Not i
i sure i

SON 10 Proposal: To set this site aside
and not to include it for any purpose.

Gateway to high quality AONB
Visible rural character and beauty

"Complete travesty to develop here”

SON 11 Proposal: Only part of the site
should be considered for development.
Potential o develop the strip of land running
along the Peppard Road

Limited housing mirroring developments
on opposite side of Peppard Road

Needs fo be screened to protect AONB
‘Consider as a last resort”!

SON 12 Proposal: SON 12 should not
be considered as a site for development
of any kind

Within high quality AONB

Visible rural character and beauty

sonningcommon
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SON 13 Proposal: Withdrawn during the
process so is not available for development

Land not available for sale
If became available may have potential

SON 14 Proposal: This site should not be
developed for any purpose

Land not available for sale

Too small plus access and gradient issues

With this strong endorsement from our
residents we are now ready to move onto
the Design Phase when we will be detailing
our proposals for the sites that we are taking
forward, as well as considering the wider
needs of the village for amenities, services
and facilities. During this phase we will be
consulting the appropriate landowners,
local residents and neighbouring Parish
Councils in the hope that we can arrive

at mutually acceptable proposals for
inclusion and publication in our final NDP
recommendations later this year.

Proposal for
NEXT STAGE
design
process

Set aside

+| Banmming CEmnman

T

oo § B2




@ youth zone

Hi Everyone,

Did you have a good half term? | did! There was so much to do in so little time.

Do you think the skate park will be fun? More importantly, do any of you know how
to skate? | don’t but I think it’'ll be fun all the samel!

| have found the first winner(s) for my competition, Write, write, writel, but if you
have time, | hope you will enter in the future. Send your news and stories to me at
junior_editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org

Anouska XXX

4900 000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,

| found a winner(s)!

Thank you for all the entries to my competition, Write, write, write! | really
enjoyed reading them. Three stories were so good, although all very
different, that | am going to publish them alll.

.

The first is by Alice Horncastle who is 15 and attends Chiltern Edge School.
Her story is very dark and scary, but | hope you enjoy it!

We are no longer humans

by Alice Horncastle

So much has changed since you were last here. You wouldn't recognise it now.
Gone, is the buzzing atmosphere. Laughter no longer fills the streets.

In its place a desolate and mourmnful memory has been forced upon us, but there
are some who still won't accept the nightmare we live in.

The vicar was found with a bullet to his head; affer all he did for us, | guess it was just
foo much for him fo bear. He left a note, nothing else.

The school has been abandoned, but the children refuse to go anywhere else,
staying af home is not an option — their parents sit at tables for hours on end.
Paralysed. Waiting. Always waiting, desperate to wake up from this cursed reality.

The children crouch under the deserted desks, fracing their fingers

against the bullet marks in the wood. | do not go there, re 7Y
screaming still haunts the rooms and |, like everyone ¥ 3 :
else, do not wish to be reminded of the horror.

Food is running out, our bodies ache and starve.
Water burns our throats, the contamination seeps
underground. Sickness spreads.

We are no longer humans. We have suffered too much.

C TP EE 000 00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000°

000 00 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000,

You wouldn't recognise it now.

4900000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000ssss00sssses000scsccsccs

Yummy Easter

What are you doing over Easter?
Please send me photos of anything
you do. The Kidmore End Pre-School
Easter egg hunt is always really good
and you get yummy Easter eggs

too! If’'s on Sunday 24 March, 3-5pm,
Gallowstree Common Pavilion.
Tickets are £3.50.

0000000000000000000000000000000000000000s
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for creative writing

from Amanda Jennings

Amanda lives near here with her three
daughters and lots of pets. She has
written a book for adults called ‘Sworn
Secrets’. Tell your mum about it, as my
mum read it with her book group and
really enjoyed it.

Amanda’s tips for budding writers
are, “Turn off the television and
internet every now and then, and
write anything you like - for example,

poetry, short stories, romance or
science fiction. Or read. Writers

must read as much as they can. And
remember, with hard work and a bit of
talent, anything can be achieved.”

What do you think about the proposed
skate park? Did any of you go to the
planning meeting? | think | might like
it there, although I'll probably fall over
a lot! I won’t mind falling over as long
as you guys don’t laugh at me. Will
you please email me about it, as your
views are very important!



Call My Driver

S

Friendly & Reliable

Taxi Service
Based in Sonning Common

07796 688477

Shaun Guard
TV AERIAL SERVICES

(& Poor Reception Solved - Aeridls repaired & supplied
(& TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned
(& Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)

(& Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114

Apartof Z= OXFORD AERIALS

Family Hairdressing
any age & any style

...and all in the comfort of your

Ring Maureen on

0118 972 1074

T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING

ion -Mamtan"'[lce o Service « Repair
ment, heati ng system upgrade &
| ations,"m.wer flush.
er (Ehdﬂ replacement.

work undertaken.
flower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied.

~ «No call out charge o Free-estimates « Fully insured

Tel: 0118 9724097 A

Mob: 07800 914 880

225032

SB SMART BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD
Perfection by Design

Family run business that cares  Fantastic range of samples
All made to your exact needs Free quotation & fitting

Why are we so different? Because we love what we do!

Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH
78 0118 950 9449 www.smartblinds.org

DK Builders
Daren Kilroy

BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS,
GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745
ons 2759407

Mr FixiT

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything!

All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior.
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical,
Woodwork, Glazing.

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration

for older properties.
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished.

Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing,
Hedge and Tree Cutting.

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates

07752 759908

@ gunningplumbing.com

« plumbing « hesling ~ gas -
I d k

ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES

CAVERSHAM BASED

GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA

CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 331
www.gunningplumbing.com
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On Your Bike
Sunday 28 April 2013

10.30am start
6, 12 or 20 mile rides

Supervised playground cycle for little ones.

On Your Feet

1 or 3 mile walks

Themed treasure hunts around Sonning
Common

www.onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk

Fund raising for Sue Ryder, Sonning Common
Primary and Wheelpower
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range of specimen trees, shrubs, climbers, herbaceous perenma\s

and bulbs which grace Trust properties around the UK and discover | | who will falk about writing her pook on the 100 year
nistory of sonning Common Primnary school.

Chris is a freelance potanist, lecture’: plant hunter and Himalayan [‘ Light "eﬁeShmems fom 7. 1 5pm.
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Tuesday 9" April at 7:30 pm
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Tea and coffee will be served

fun and and @ lovely way to meet other local
residents.

LOOK FORWARD 10 SEEING yOU THEN!

Please contact Lizd Upton on: 07766 356804 “J‘
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WEE-COT SEATIN G

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement
Cushions, Chair Caning, French Polishing

& Furniture Repairs
LIZANNE SMITH TEL: 0118 972 4560

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING

Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied
Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

AVIA!

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

www.avialandscapes.co.uk

* Design and Build « Maintenance * Brickwork
* Patios * Decking * Water Features « Irrigation
* Fencing ¢ Plant Supply.

T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk

COLLINS, DRYLAND
& THOROWGOOQOD LLP
SOLICITORS

12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU

Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office)

Telephone: 01491 572323

email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB

Bird Wood Court

Peppard Road

Sonning Common

(Registered Charity No. 1062939)

# Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
and dance studio

4 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels

# General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities

# Pre-School programmes

4 Ballet Classes

4 Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)

# Gym Birthday Parties

4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

GIRL POWER

Female Electrician

Local - Honest — Reliable
Please call Jess

07870 507749

for all your
electrical needs

TEXTUREPLUS
F

Free Estimates

Interior & Exterior Decorating

Plastering, Artexing, & Coving
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician

COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded
Adrian Brown

Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Maobile: 07880 542363
Email: textureplus.adrian@btopenwaorld.com
Website: www.textureplusco.uk
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40 year annversary

Rotherfield United FC celebrates its 40th year at the
old Bishopswood Camp Ground

By CHRISTINE ATKINSON

In a previous magazine
issue, in June/July last
year, we told the story

of Kennylands School.
Another camp existed in
the village - Bishopswood
Camp School - buill as
part of the government’s
evacuee programme.

Bishopswood was used by the Alexandra
School in Surrey from 1940 until the early
1950's. Many children and staff spent
their wartime years there and the school
website has an area for ex pupils where
memories are posted from the time spent
in Sonning Common.

“I still have vivid recollections of the night
when we were woken up by the noise of
what sounded like hundreds of aircrafts
flying overhead and I, like many other boys
in the dormitory, rushed outside to stare up
into the night sky which seemed to be full
of four-engined bombers heading south.
Realising they were our aircraft we started
cheering and the noise brought the House
Master. He promptly ordered us all back

fo bed.”

VICTOR R, Kelaher - ex pupil

Most of the buildings were demolished after

the war and the playing fields were taken
over by the council. One building remained
in use as a pavilion until its demolition 10
years ago.

The ground was bought in 2007 from

the council by a private individual, and
subsequently purchased by Rotherfield United
FC (RUFC) who use it as their base for all the
youth and senior teams.

Rotherfield United was founded in 1973

as Rotherfield Boys and until 2011 played

its games on the old school playing field
opposite Manor Farm, purchasing it in 1982.

Over those 40 years RUFC has provided the
opportunity for thousands of youngsters to
play football in a friendly and encouraging
environment. Rotherfield today organises
football for 24 teams from the Under 5's
right through to two adult teams and a
dedicated girls’ team. The club is also
looking to add a ladies team for the start of
the 2013/14 season.

The club recently won an FA Community
award and on 2 March the FA arranged for
ex-Arsenal and England player, Martin Keown,
to visit the Bishopswood Ground and meet
some of the players and train with some of
the tfeams.

As part of the celebration of the club’s
fortieth anniversary it is arranging a
number of events over the next 12 months.

One of the highlights will be the club’s world
record aftempt at playing a 5-a-side match
with the most number of players. The club
has recently received approval from the
Guinness World Records and the attempt
will be made over 24 hours on 18 and 19
May. Each player will play for around 25
minutes and then be substituted off. The
club is hoping to involve over 500 players. All
funds raised from the event will go towards
the construction of a new clubhouse at
Bishopswood Sports Ground.

A comprehensive history of the club is to

be created and old newspaper clippings,
photographs or stories of ex-players would be
very welcome. This information will then be
used on a club history section on its website.

CONTACT info@rotherfieldfc.com




in focus

Fowr wheels
two legs,

It was quite an eye-opener to
assess disability access in the
village with wheelchair-using
resident Hannah Rice,

| saw pavements and doorways in a
whole new light and | realised how
excluded Hannah - and residents like
her - must feel from some common
areas and local businesses.

Undulating pavements, pot-holes,

kerbs and shops with narrow aisles and
no disabled ramps can make getting
around very difficult for wheelchair and
mobility scooter users, even parents with
pushchairs.

Many of the convenient short-cut
alleyways around the village, which
many of us use regularly and take for
granted, are impassable by wheelchair
and mobility scooter.

The Sonning Common Community

Plan survey among residents found that
40 per cent of respondents were over
65 and retired, so access around the
village for the elderly and the disabled is
an important issue.

Hannah, aged 21, has lived in
Woodlands Road all her life, aside from
three years spent at Falmouth University
where she studied Digital Media,
graduating last year.

She attended Sonning Common Primary
School, and, later, Wallingford School,
because Chiltern Edge School was
unable to accommodate her at the
fime. Her condition - cerebral palsy - has
meant that Hannah has been using a
wheelchair since the age of 10.

We took lots of photographs on our
two-hour tour of the village. Some will
be given to Sonning Common Parish

Council in the hope that general access
around the village can be improved;
and some will be passed on to local
businesses to highlight specific problems
with their premises.

We happened to encounter Douglas
Kedge, the chairman of the parish
council, on our travels, who promised:
“*What can be done, should be done.”
He has asked for a list of issues 1o be
presented to councillors for discussion.
So, we'll wait and see what happens.

ROS VARNES



From my perspective...

| have lived in Sonning Common
all my life and | really like the
friendly atmosphere and sense
of community. | do my best to
get around, but some areas are
very difficult for me 1o access.

| feel that there are inexpensive solutions
to poor access that would make a
huge difference to me and those with
wheeled vehicles.

There are several public places in the
village that | would love to go to but |
can’t getin!

| want to access these places because
they are local to me, but | feel excluded
and frustrated that | cannot benefit from
the facilities that Sonning Common has
to offer. So, | have to travel further afield.
All that most places need, is a free-

£

standing disabled ramp and a correctly
positioned bell.

Another big difficulty | face is getting

on and off the bus outside the One-
Stop. There is not enough room on the
pavement for me to manoeuvre my
wheelchair around once the ramp is
down so | end up scraping the wall. If the
bus moves forward to accommodate
me, it is then blocking the access for
cars. No one has tackled this problem so
it continues o be an issue for me.

To be as independent as possible, some
simple solutions need to be put in place.
Relying on care support staff to open
doors promotes dependence, rather
than independence and | want to do
things for myself.

HANNAH RICE

sonningcommon
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ABOVE from L-R:

Hannah tries to negotiate Woodlands Road
on bin day.

The narrow footpath beside the bus stop
on Wood Lane makes manoeuvering a
wheelchair difficult.

Narrow pathways make access difficult for
Hannah.

Stuck between two doors at Sonning
Common Health Centre.

An example of good practice - the bell at
the library.

A tree makes the alleyway between Wood
Lane and Grove Road impassable for
wheelchair users.

No bell - access difficulties at the village hall.

Hannah suggests a dropped kerb and
disabled access through the parking lay-by
would improve access to the Health Centre.
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AT TERTF CATE 0 LR

An Accountant That Will Save You Time
& Paper Work
Specialising in South Oxfordshire and Reading

= Self-Assessmenis + Accounts
= Business Advice + Payroll
= Corporation Tax Returns + VAT

Excellent customer service & frae Initial consultation

Call Kefth jefferies on 01189722611 or 07749 415264
Email: Keith Jefferies@jcslimited.co.uk
wivwjeslimited. co.uk

CARPET FITTER

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches

Measuring, Estimating & Planning
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean

MICHAEL HODGSON

TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003

Sel in an idyllic village location, our
87 L4 small, friendly pre-school creates a

.1 very special environment for children
i 1o guided by a team of highly qualified,
caring staff. Please contact us for details.

el registrar@keps.co.uk
S5l s :
With excellent links to - S Y| K End
Kidmore End Primary School Il & "= -
and only 5 minutes from i l o Gefiore
Caversham, Sonning Common, B oo
Peppard and Emmer Green,

Ofsted

Ouistanding
||”| a0

G};aham Blake

urnzs Z?’lg

Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds

Curtains Quilted Bedspreads
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles
Carpets Plantation Shutters

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please telephone

01844 261 769
07802 213 381
www.grahamblake.com
Established Family Business

wood lane dentistry

Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc
Richard McQuillan BDS

Your local family friendly practice

Routine general dentistry

Affordable dental plans with Denplan

Children seen on the NHS

Tooth whitening

Cosmetic dentistry and Implants =

Ample free parking Tf
Now taking on new patients -
Saturday and evening appointments available
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ...

6 Denplan

Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ

www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk  Telephone 0118 9722626

Stafford & Son . 4

Local Garden & Building ‘ o

Maintenance Servives Sy -.f'

f
Offermg services inall aspects of garden and .
grounds mainteninee, be i large oz small, in- .
cluding hedge and e wark

Fencing, landscaping, pressure washing and Andrew Stafford

general ground works.
Phione. 01491 642 191

Interior and exterior building maintenance,
Mob, (07899 980 137

mcluding gutter repairs | cleaning and handy
A SCTVICES.

PODIATRY CLINIC

Professional treatment & advice for your feet
Contact
Heidi Snookes-Owen
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST

B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S.
HPC REGISTERED

0118 972 4742

PICTUREFRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Work carvied out for focal gallery

Complete framing service
Canvases stretched

Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored

Local collection/delivery
Contact Colin Ward 01189722075




AN INTERVIEW WITH...
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Manners maketh man

Douglas Kedge is a well-
known face around the
village due to his work
on the parish council
and his participation in
other communily groups
and organisations, both
past and present.

But behind the public persona is an interesting
private man with a particular fascination

for English social history, particularly of the
Georgian era.

The world of late 18th cenfury minor English
gentry, so vividly described in the novels of
Jane Austen, helped to stimulate his interest in
the customs and manners of the period.

He says: “The Georgian era was an age of
elegance where there was, ‘a right way of
doing things’. We saw subtle changes in
people’s behaviour and in social inferaction.
People became more sophisticated. In
certain circles, for instance, glasses became
more than simply drinking vessels but

were appreciated as objects of beauty in
themselves.”

Douglas is a former Head of English ot
Highdown School in Emmer Green. He is
mairried to Yvonne, a former Head of Science
and Technology af Henley College. They have
two sons - Stephen, a university lecturer and
Philip, a senior police officer.

The family’s early days in Sonning Common
were eventful, as Douglas recalls. They moved
from Sunbury-upon-Thames to a house in

the vilage in 1970 when Douglas took up

a position as house master at Highdown,

eventually retiing from the school in 1994.

Says Douglas: *One night in 1973 we retumed
from a holiday in Devon, with our two young
sons, fo find that the back of our house had
dropped by two to three inches. It turned out
that we were living over a swallow-hole and
our house was sinking.

“After urgent discussions, the builders put us

up in a hotel in Henley for three months while
repairs were made to our house. In the end,
we decided we did not want to retumn 1o the
house. We were fortunate that the builders
were prepared to buy it from us and sell us our
present home in Lea Road instead, where we
have lived ever since.”

When not at home, Douglas and Yvonne
enjoy annual trips in their fouring caravan to
France - a country they have visited every
year since they were married. And, in the last
five years, they have started cruising, already
visiting the Black Sea, the Mediterranean, the
Balearics and the Norwegian fjords.

Douglas still keeps in touch with his
educational roots by chairing independent
panels in Berkshire, which hear appeals
from parents over school places. He was a
govermor of Chiltemn Edge School from 2004
fo 2008.

He is also a member of the Village Gardeners,
who have done so much to brighten up our
vilage, and has actively campaigned to
protect the local library service.

But it is Sonning Common Parish Council, of
which he became chairman in January 2012,
that takes up most of his time.

Douglas is a great believer in getting the
parish council and the local community
working together for the benefit of the villoge

and in improving communication between
the two.

"It is not about the parish council doing things
for the village. It is about the parish council
working with the community to get things
done. The snow plan, French twinning, the
Neighbourhood Development Plan and the
Village Gardeners are all evidence of that,”
says Douglas.

“Last October councillors held a brainstorming
session to come up with ideas on what should
be done next in the vilage.

“We discussed providing pedestrian crossing
points in the vilage centre, disabled parking
spaces on Wood Lane, a car park behind
Occasions, building a sports hall, financial
support for the library and a public free-
planting initiative, among many other things.

“All of our ideas will be put up for discussion
at our annual parish meeting in the village
hall on 13 May at 7pm. We are hoping for a
good tum-out from the community, so that,
together, we can draw up a list of priorities for
the future.”
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After 11 months of cajoling we have finally been told that a new bus shelter will be going
up at the bus stop on the junction of Essex Way and Kennylands Road in April. £4,500 of
the cost is being paid by OCC Highways with any shortfall being made up by the Parish
Council who will take on ownership and maintenance responsibility on completion. The
narrowness of the pavement means that it has to have an open side onto the road but
we hope it will still provide useful shelter for those waiting for the bus to Reading. We
should say that lan Connick, the OCC Highways Marketing and Infrastructure Officer, has
been immensely helpful in getting this organised for us.

Hed d f | Skate Park design day
e geS G n OO Oys The Skate Park Design Day on Monday
As the growing season approaches we would like to remind all householders that it is 25 February was very successful. Prior
your responsibility to ensure that your hedges don't grow out beyond your boundary to the open session, the Skate Park

and over the footpath. When such overgrowth is reported to us we wiite fo the Working Party supported by the Deputy

householder giving them notice to cut it back and if they don't we can get it done
and charge them for it. Doing this is not a good use of our limited time and funds so
can we ask you all fo keep you hedges fimmed back.

Parish Clerk, met representatives from
the three shortlisted construction firms
fo discuss the tenders in more detail.
From 4 - 7pm over sixty young people
POTH OLE S and parents viewed the three possible
designs. A lot of interest was shown:

We report all new potholes to OCC Highways as soon as we hear about them. one group of young people stayed

You can help by reporting them as well by phone to 0845 3101 111 or by using
the online form at htp://publicapps.oxfordshire.gov.uk/wps/portal/publicapps/
applications/reportproblem

talking to the firms’ representatives for
more than an hour. All the construction
firms commented that the day had
been particularly valuable and

The pledge made by the Parish Council to its eRsEe s elfitzelegel
allotment plot holders is coming to fruition. Visitors were invited foffillin o

Work started on the new deer and rabbit proof fencing in the last week of February Rkl el R ) Trhe" Vle\'Ns on
and should be complete by mid-March at a cost of £9,500. When weather each of the three possible designs .for
permitted this winter, Brian Willis and his son, Martin, worked tirelessly to clear the the skate park. These comments will
perimeter ready for the erection of fencing. all be carefully considered before a

final decision is made by the Parish
Council, on the recommendation of
the Skate Park Working Party.

The final tidying up of the outside areas will be finished and
then, as soon as the ground has dried out a bit, 60 fonnes / .
of road planings will be being put down to improve the car -
parking area. Work is underway to eliminate the huge and .
dangerous puddle outside the entrance.

We are very fortunate and grateful

to them, that four local experts in the
field of skate boarding and BMX have
generously offered their invaluable
support and advice to the Working
Party and to the whole project. B

CAROLE LEWIS
Chairman: Skate Park Working Party

Other promised improvements, in line with the National
Allotments Association recommendations are; car park
improvements; better access from car park to plots to
facilitate deliveries of manure; and an agreement for
paths between plots to be maintained by contractors

will be undertaken. |

BY JOHN STOVES

18 This page has been paid for by the Parish Council and will appear in every future edition



'( and some gidf'ls too!)

When we were kids we had lots
of freedom to go off on our own
and climb trees, splash about
in the mud and make obstacle
races over tree trunks. Children
today are not so lucky.

A group of my friends’ husbands, who
spend fime running fogether and having
a couple of drinks now and again, wanted
to try and go back to being “boys” and
also to gain fitness in a free and easy way
using the wonderful countryside that we
are so lucky to have on our doorstep. They
started running in the early morning - rain,
shine or snow, and also fried open water
swimming in a lake south of Reading.

Sebastian Brown was one of them and
had already been running through the
woods most days with his dogs. He
decided to take this a step further and
investigated organised muddy runs and
roped in some hardy villagers to go too.
They needed five for a team so Sebastian,
Simon Lusted, Philip Warren and Richard
Lawson persuaded a very brave lady -
Pom‘Soker -to joih the team. A'mozingly

theré are many of tese events ranging # a sebastianbrown@me.com

L : magazine
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from 5 mile courses fo whole weekends of
madness. From using an equestrian cross
country course to electric wires, streams to
cross, walls to climb and a lot of mud!

The first event they entered was called

the WOLF run — initials from Woods,
Obstacles, Lakes and Fields - held in
Warwickshire. The lake part was a big pond
that was signposted shallow or deep. The
team decided to try the deep and Phil
volunteered to go first. He jumped in and
went straight down! Much deeper than
they had thought — but they all carried

on and made it fo the end.

They had so much fun that they decided
to enter some more. So far they have
taken part in “THE GRIM", SPARTAN and
TOUGH MUDDERS (view on intemet — all
quite barmy)! It does seem that the guys’
enjoy it hugely and have been joined by
others too — Calum Sarson and Simon
Taphouse.

The first challenge for 2013 is to be
the "DIRTY WEEKEND" which is held at
Burleigh - 200 obstacles over 20 miles!
COME AND JOIN THE FUN! .

~



A poor little lamb lost in
the computer system

| showed the receptionist my
appointment letter at 09:30. She stared
at her screen handed back my letter
and said “go and sit on the red chairs!”

One and a half hours later | queried the delay.
“It's not surprising. You're not on our screen

so you must have arrived late” she replied. |
explained the circumstances but she remarked,
“You sat on the wrong chair. You should have
sat on a blue one”. Somewhat taken aback, my
defensive reaction was “l know I'm old but I'm
not yet gaga, or colour blind, and if I'm fold fo
sit on a red chair that’s where | sitl Furthermore,
I've been here many times and I've always
been told to sit on red chairs”. My explanatory
comments had not been well received and she
was agitated. “l suppose we’'ll have to try and
fit you in” she groaned. “Go and sit in that small
waiting room and don't forget to put antiseptic
on your hands!”

| did not get angry at this off-hand freatment but
while sitting in the waiting room — another half
an hour — my mind ran riot. What if | had been
still sitting on a red chair in the evening when
the cleaner arrived? “Why are you still here
GRANDAD?” In a quavering voice (because by
this time I'm weak from lack of nourishment) I'd
reply, “I'm still waiting to be seen!” “Well, you
can't stay there while we work”, says the cleaner.
“Go and sit on one of those blue chairs”.

What a shame that on this occasion a poor old
fella in his dotage was not offered the milk of
human kindness and/or some sort of apology

After my appointment | said to the
aforementioned nurse “did you solve the mystery
of what happened with my appointment?” “Yes”
she said. “The receptionist did not enter your
name on the computer”. | rest my case. M

BILL BOWMAN
14 Kennylands Road

Drains, drains, drains
~and it sfill rains!

| live opposite the Pet Barn in Blounts Court Road. Today it is raining,
not heavy but persistent. | walked down to the newsagent past the
Vauxhall garage and | noticed that every road drain is blocked solid,
so the rainwater just runs over and accumulates at Shiplake Bottom
forming more of a lake than a puddle. The same has happened in
Sedgewell Road. If you stand at the bus stop opposite you would get
drenched by passing cars.

Even when there is dry weather the drains remain full up with mud and deboris. |
have lived here for over 15 years and | have never seen any cleaning work done
o these drains. The water board (or whoever is responsible for drain/sewers) will say
' it's the volume of water the drains can't fake” and that’s nonsense, because even
in the lightest of rainfalls the same problem occurs.

Like most councils there is a need to cut back on spending but even before the
crisis there was no work carried out on our drains.

MICK THOMPSON

Message from the ex-chairman

of the parish Council

Dear Mrs Varnes

Your interview with Carol Viney prompts me to make a plea to the
residents of Sonning Common.

Having been a Parish Councillor for 45 years | found it imperative that any
Resolutions of the Parish, conceming development within the village boundary,
were conveyed fo the relevant committee at the County Council. Therefore,
whoever stands for the County Council seat in May should qualify in their
address to support the Parish Councils of Sonning Common and Peppard in
their policy resolutions.

DON NAISH



Bishopswood
Recreation Ground

It is a pleasure to see so many young people at
Bishopswood Recreation Ground at the weekends.
Congratulations to all involved with Rotherfield
United Football Club for their efforts.

However the construction of an earth bank in the south east
comer of Bishopswood recreation ground and erection of a
fence in the north west corner has restricted access for informal
recreation and suggests that the owners may be proposing fo
fence the whole of the boundary. This would restrict informal
access to the field. If this is the case the action would conflict
with the undertaking given by the Chairman of Rotherfield United
Football Club early in 2012 af a public meeting convened

by the club. Then the chairman stated that the club did not
infend to restrict access fo the recreation ground, except on
exceptional occasions when there was concermn for the safety of
visitors. If the boundaries were fenced the land would no longer
be available for informal recreation and this would mean a
serious loss of amenity for the community as a whole and, in my
view, contravene the conditions attached to the purchase of
the property.

| know | am not alone in having these concems so | hope that
the Football Club can reassure residents of Sonning Common
that they will continue to have free and unfettered access to
the whole of the sports ground for the foreseeable future. It is
a valued amenity that is enjoyed by many people of all ages
throughout the year.

GEOFFREY ADAMS
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Dogs stolen

Mortimer, Reading

Thames Valley Police is warning
dog owners to be vigilant after
dogs were stolen in the West
Berkshire area.

Dog owners are reminded fo take the
following precautions to protect their dogs

M Ensure your dogs are micro-chipped

H Keep them secure, especially at night

M If you have kennels consider installing an alarm and
security lighting

M If you are buying a dog, check its history carefully,
otherwise you might be buying stolen property unwittingly.

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

Snow plan greatly appreciated

Will you please, through the pages of the S.C.
magazine, thank those public spirited people who
spread the salt and sand on the pavements during
the snowy spell and I'm sure | speak for many other
people in the village, thank you alll.

ANN CHIVERS
Westleigh Drive

Chaureh news

St John’s Church, Kidmore End

Church of Christ the King, Sonning Common

SERVICES

Christ the King 28 April 10am preceding
our Annual Parochial Meeting.

Third Thursday Drop-In at Christ the
King 2pm

An opportunity for friends, old or new, to
meet for a cup of tea or coffee, and a
chat Enquiries: Mrs Jenny MacGregor
Tel: 0118 9472855.

Sunday School fourth Sunday of every
month 10.50am

Young children are invited to our friendly
and fun Sunday School, in Kidmore End
School hall - to join in stories, songs,

arts and crafts. Prepare to get messy!
Enquiries; Becky Tilney at beckytiiney@
hotmail.co.uk

Little Lambs last Wednesday of each
month 9.30 -10.30am

Church group, a short service, craft
activity and refreshments — primarily for

children under five and their parents/
carers at St John’s church

Enquiries: Felicity Cooper.
Tel: 0118 9477862

We hope and pray for a generous
collection for Christian Aid, during May.

For more information about our
churches, readers are invited to look at
our website - www.lambandflag.org
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Sonning Common Vauxhall
with local, /telﬁ?dl:ewic&:m 7960

L WINMER OF THE
b VAUXHALL CUSTOMER
EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012

SERVICE & REPAIRS (All makes & models)

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING (service & repai
l

LOC,
EETW'
MasterFit Servicing @
y from a dealer established for over 50 years!

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

0118 972 2021

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm ¢ Sun CLOSED

£10.000rF

your next MoT on production of this voucher

SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING

Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

Foster Interiors
Fhe Local &5& Funnioher

URTAINS

UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS

Made to the highest standards
from an extensive range of fabrics
brought to your home.
Complete fitting and advisory service.
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete
satisfaction -~ Most competitive prices

Telephone: 01491 680291
Jor reliable and personal service

74
7

: i\'-

India’s Lashes

Semi-permanent, natural looking
individual eyelashes

Mobile ‘Lash Perfect’ therapist covering Henley,
Sonning Common & surrounding area

Fully Insured — Highly Recommended
07734 413990

Indias_lashes@yahoo.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats

Small Pets

Dog Walking
Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 / 077TBT 114536

Beville

Providing a complete property service

Residential & Probate Valuations
Development & Planning Advice
New Homes Financial Advice

Personal and professional service with

in depth local knowledge

0118924 2526 info@beville.co.uk
28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU

www.beville.co.uk



Tom Fort

CYCLING

GERIATRIC

To my way of thinking there is no
form of exercise more suitable for
those of - shall we say? - a certain
age (rising 62) than cycling. | used
to go running but running is terribly
boring and anyway my legs won’t
take it any more. Then | swam, but
swimming is even more boring than
running, plus you smell of chlorine
all day.

So now | cycle, frequently and quite
obsessively. But | am NOT a proper cyclist. |
do not wear figure-hugging lycra, padded
shorts or — God forbid! - “bib tights”. | do

not slurp high energy drinks from a bottle
on my back or suck hydration tablets. | do
not hurtle down the lanes looking like an
oversize wasp — in fact | confess to being a
little lax in the helmet-wearing department.
| do noft feel morally superior 1o motorists.

But | do love it. To me travelling on a bike

is by far the best way to see and feel and
smell and breathe in the countryside.
Walking is good too, but the problem with
walking is that it is so slow, and if you make
a mess of your map-reading you are in
frouble. On a bike you can always find
another pub if the one you were aiming for
is somewhere else or has gone bust.

sonningcommon

magazine

All this explains why, on 28 April, | and my
dear wife and our two daughters will be
joining in the Sonning Common On Your

Bike for all we are worth. It is a great vilage
occasion, and a great way to set yourself
up for lunch. Last year was a disaster for me
—my back wheel seized up after three miles
(bearings gone) and | had to be brought
back by the rescue vehicle which was highly
humiliating. This year | shall be flying!

launched by Triathlete

Ironman competitor, channel

swimmer and all-round endurance
adventurer, Fay Dellimore, inspired
pupils at Sonning Common Primary

School to get on their bikes and join
this year’s feel-good family cycle ride.

Dressed in her signature pink cycle

“My message to the children was to aim
‘high’ and not be put off by the idea that
something is oo hard’,” said Fay. “On
Your Bike is a great opportunity to get out
there and cycle a distance that many
other children would say, ‘NO WAY’ ol”

On Your Bike organiser, Penny Showden,
said, “I's a ride, not a race, so people of

gear, Fay launched on your bike during
assembly. She told the children they could
achieve anything they wanted to, as long
as they had enough determination and
practised a lot. When she was ten years
old, Fay decided she would swim the
English Channel. She didn’'t achieve her
dream until she was in her late forties, but
she did it eventually!

all ages and abilities can take part. I's
about encouraging more families to
enjoy healthy activities fogether.

This year’s On Your Bike is on Sunday

28 April at Sonning Common Primary
School. If you register before 18 April,
you could win a bike, kindly donated
by AW Cycles.
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High guality education and child care under the
Early years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months o 5 years

& Goad OFSTED veport
® Pre-sehool sessions available
® (Open all year, Monday to Friday, Tam to Tpm
& Flexibilfe hours
® Early years education grants avaifable

® Curricelum fncludes French, Music & Movement
aned Thames Valley Gym

® Small fricndly and personal care in
Sonning Common

For further information, please ask for the manager
on (118 Y72 4783, or visit our website,
verews el berdaynnirseries con

emails: inforn alphabetdaymrseries.com

Trade!

WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING
WINDOW REPAIRS - MISTY GLASS

Fed up with limescale?

A Water Softener
would be your solution

Compass Water Softeners

SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
01189723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk

Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk

Use your Local Installer with 30
years experience
For a FREE quotation
Call Mike Dockree on

0118 972 3867 or 07785928190

All window, door & conservatory
installations carry a 10 year guarantee
and the finished product is
independently inspected with
all certificates

1 TT 5
- LANDSCAPE
q- ‘Dasign, Cansiry stion, Garden make over,
Glaarance Foolings, Dranage, Srading:
; -'Gﬁmw| Dkl gy Arghes, PEIGAL, Gazobos
i 3 1H‘,C‘-h1' Boar Wirsnigsh, Srock fence
. Garﬂunmg by W wing, Weedling: Prafiig, Clearance
" Tree work - Felling. Lopping, Peiping, Clearance.
! [}Hveways = -Gravel, Fau-;:n__ﬂpd-.ﬂ;.r.cmm
YPonds - Wikt feallires; Ponds: Rils,
{Patios - “Sial, Stonk; Pavers, Brich,
Log's for sale - Cutandsphi o size.
Baned. il Sonning Commeon .

TellFax:. 01189721342
Email: chm::nlhacktinta

PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES

W e stock all types of
v' Animal Feed

v' Frozen Meat

v' Farm Feeds

W e Stock Products for
v" Animal Well Being
Wild Birds

Ponds

Farm Animals
Domestic Animals
Wild life

Toys and Beds

ANENENENENEN

We have been trading in the village for over 40 years
We have old fashioned friendly Service
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things

for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00

COME AND SEE US!!

43a Wood Lane

Sonning Common RG4 9SJ
0118 9723495

Email interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk
Open...... Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat)
9am to 4pm Weds
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols

You may be surprised
we now stock

=
OTSWOLD BAIT
/ ( CCREATIONS

| -

Also We Sell
M EM BERSHIP for
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD
ANGLING CLUB




SPICK ? $PHN
DOMESTIC

CLEANING SERVICE
» Reliable, friendly & trustworthy.
* Weekly / Fortightly cleans
* One-Oft Cleans
* All equipment and supplies provided.
Competitive Rates
Please call Louise for a free quotation.

Tel: 07914 295 167 / 0118 941 8172

TOMALIN & SON

, Funeral Directors

BT A Family Owned Funeral Service
WEn

Tel: (01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD
HENLEY-ON-THAMES
RGI 1AG

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

EST 1998

HENNELL VEHICLE

SERVICES

MOT TESTING
—— SERVICING & REPAIRS
— = ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
— = VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING
LASER FOURWHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOKYOUR MoT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk v

alvodine

Unit |9 Greys Green Business Centre
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RGY9 4QG

e
ree Estimates

Maryella Brown
General Buildings Contractor
Decorating to Complete Home Improvements
Sonning Common

Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875
Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com

Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk

TOMALIN & SON
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

For more information, contact

Tel:(01491) 573370
£40 John Lewis Voucher

or
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care
with each plan taken out on production of this advert

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans

= JJC Electrical Services Limited
e

Sonning Common Electrician
Jerry Cole
Telephone: 07834 346 487
E-mail: jicelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.[jcelecservitd.co.uk

* Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires
* New installation work

* Fuse board changes

¢ Lighting advice and installation

J
T’ai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
During term time

Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class
Improve your stamina, balance,
strength & co-ordination

For further information
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.org
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LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHER

Anne

Caversham Arts Trail 2013 will run
over two weekends in May and
among the local artists opening
their studios will be photographic
artist Anne Mackenzie-Webster.

In her well-lit garden studio in
Widmore Lane. Anne, who has lived
in Sonning Common for nearly 20
years, will display a variety of her
beautiful, colourful cards, prints and
canvasses and is hoping for a fine
day and plenty of visitors.

Anne’s interest in photography began when
she was a child. During her professional life
in PR, marketing and sales her skills proved
“useful” but it was not until 1998 that she
embarked on a series of photography

and film courses including City and Guilds

and a 3 year Diploma at Reading School
of Arts and Design. Initially she turned her
pictures info handmade cards for sale and
about 4 years ago AMW Photo de Vie was
born; a serious enterprise and full time job.
Among other outlets, Occasions, Brambles
and the Herb Farm stock some of her
cards depicting views of Henley and the
surrounding area. Prints and canvasses for
sale are displayed in some local cafes and
restaurants.

But not all Anne’s work depicts local
landscapes. Anne says she “doesn’t
specialise” but is “particularly drawn to
water, sunsets and sunrises: changes in
light”. Her portfolio also comprises pictures
from Scotland and her fravels abroad
(particularly India) and some quirky eye

catching images. There are birds, butterflies
and flowers, rowers on the Thames with
rainbow light effects on the water and fun
pictures with unusual shapes and vibrant
colours. “Deciding which images 1o sell is
the challenge”, Anne says.

The Widmore Lane studio is the furthest

from the centre of the Caversham Trail and
Anne would dearly love to see village artists
joining together to create a future Sonning
Common Arts Trail. She would be pleased to
hear from any local artists who feel similarly.

Anne’s studio and others on the
trail will be open from 11.00am to
5.00pm on the 11 and 12 May and
again on the 17, 18 and 19 May.

www.photodevie.com




¥ davistate.com

For a FREE market appraisal
of your property, for sale or to let
please contact Davis Tate, Sonning Common.

Call 0118 972 4242 or emall
sonning@davistate.com

Julie Norman Jo Bailey
MNAEA MARLA  SALES & LETTINGS
MANAGER NEGOTIATOR

OFFICE STAFF

SPRUCE M AINTENANCE SERVICE
For all your property maintenance requirements:
*Decorating - inside and out FR'ENDLY FACES FOR
*Paper Hanging THE HOUSEBOUND

¢Carpentry - including door easing & hanging
*Wall & Floor Tiling & Slicone Renewal
FISH VOLUNTEER CENTRE
Friends in Sickness and Health

¢Plumbing - leaking taps etc.
¢ Pat iOIS, Landscaping & Garden DGSign SUPPORTING AND TRANSPORTING THOSE IN NEED

*Hedge Cutting & Planting
Pass on your TO DO list

ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560

IF YOU CARE WE NEED YOU!
Phone Fred Nickson 0118 972 4520 or 07768 918501



diary dates

MONDAY 1
TUES-FRI 2 - 5
MON - FR 8 - 12
THURSDAY 4

FRIDAY 5
TUESDAY 9

THURS - SAT 11 - 13

FRIDAY 12
THURSDAY 18
THURSDAY 18

FRIDAY 19
MONDAY 22
THURSDAY 25

FRIDAY 26
SATURDAY 27
SUNDAY 28
SUNDAY 28

THURSDAY 4

FRIDAY 3
FRIDAY 3

MONDAY 6
FRIDAY 10
FRIDAY 10

THURSDAY 16
THURSDAY 16

FRIDAY 17
FRIDAY 17
MONDAY 20
FRIDAY 24
THURSDAY 31

FISH - Garden Centre Visit
The Holiday Club @ Chiltern Edge
The Holiday Club @ Chiltern Edge

Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women'’s Institute -
Village Hall

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - “National Trust Plant Introductions” a talk
by Christopher Chadwell - Peppard Memorial Hall

Chiltern Players present “Curtain Up on Murder”. Tickets £7 on door -
Peppard Memorial Hall

Notts group - Village Hall
FISH - Pub lunch

Sonning Common Women'’s Institute - “East Enders - social changes from the
days of Jack the Ripper” a talk by Bob Odell. Visitors welcome - Village Hall

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall
Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

Sonning Common Society - “Henley Trade & River” a talk by Simon Townley
Sonning Common Library

Notts group - Village Hall

South Chiltern Choral Society - Haydn’s “The Creation” - Reading Concert Hall
On Your Bike - Sonning Common Primary School

Peppard Bowls Club - Open Afternoon. All welcome - Peppard Memorial Hall

Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women'’s Institute
- Village Hall

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Fancy a game of scrabble? Aimed at the more “mature”
- Sonning Common Library

FISH - Garden Centre Visit
Notts group - Village Halll

Sonning Common Magazine AGM. Guest speaker Mel White talking about her
book on the 100 year history of Sonning Common Primary School - Village Hall

FISH - Pub lunch

Sonning Common Women’s Institute - Resolutions followed by a Beetle Drive.
Visitors welcome - Village Hall

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Fish & Chips supper supporting Spinal Injuries Association
Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

Notts group - Village Hall

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

FISH runs regular shopping trips to Henley and Reading town centres and to Tesco in Henley.
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.

1.30pm

10.30am - 12noon

9.45 - 11.30am
7.30pm

8pm

10.00am - Tpm
11.30am

7.30pm

9.45 - 11.30am
8pm

7.30pm

10.00am - Tpm
7.30pm
10.30am

2pm

10.30am - 12noon

9.45 - 11.30am
10.00am - 12noon

1.30pm
10.00am - Tpm
7.30pm

11.30am
7.30pm

9.45 - 11.30am

8pm
10.00am - Tpm
9.45 - 11.30am

(‘
4



FOR BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

Choose from our wide range of quality garden
services: design and construction, plants and
maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you.
For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate

from RHS qualified staff, call 01844 279430

or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk

oY R
eSS A
(BRANNFORDS |

", Garden Makers -

b, g

. Woarkshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, Pe

Fax: 01451 629904

Over 200 happy customers in
Sonning Common.

Milo and Michael Harper

Mile Technical Support

0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

0118 9419210
Sanprpafow ww gieeel Fopmdoilievs onf
WPV, Sl
Thimiksa e Wil

Doors and &

21 Wood Lane
Sonning Common
0118 972 3104 /972 1054

Come & Experience authentic
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine

N0 DD EIL5

* Fully Air-Conditioned
% Large Groups Catered For
* Open 7 Days a Week

TAKE-AWAY MENU
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

S ] HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner
Wide range of high-quality carpentry
services delivered by skilled craftsman

Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving.
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows,
Stairs, Roof Construction.
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602
or 07887 653866

S o,nnin?/ @n/mnto/n 93 wuig/

12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

* MANICURE - PEDICURE « ORGANIC FACIALS

* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS
* WAXING e« LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS
* SPRAY TANNING «MAKE-UP + MASSAGE
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Gift Vouchers Available
Some reduced price treatments available each
week please ring to check availablity




. Functional Sonning Common Health Centre

w2\ Physio " mm e
v & Pilates
9 Back & Neck pain ® Shoulder Injuries
» Muscle / Joint Strains 9 Post-Operative Rehabilitation
D Ligament Sprain D Pre/Post Natal Exercise
9 SportsInjuries D Respiratory Conditions L
9 Whiplash Injuries 9 Lower Limb & Foot Problems WEJJIﬂgS jung{a_[v
) Appointments available every day Jo Pereira MCSP 2
 Pilates classes throughout the week eatr\n’?;r;lemmyzt;rte'\v;gnpw ﬂ an J 5. %‘EJ g ﬁ 5 ol qu EfS
T: 01189 722 745 Chartered Physiotherapists o,
E: info@functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk gﬁ; «¥

The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered
ith the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP.

National & _ﬁnie’mai&ma!’ Deliveries

Professional
H acvice, desion & Fully Qualified Fiorist Free Local Deliver
planting for your
garden. 42 Wood Lane » Sonning Common * RG4 9SL
I 0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916
Call Gail Noble
on 01189723214 |- 4 , -
| i i | I e turn feelin gs into flowers

SE2%, Doggy Dips

'Z, \\ @®
:M:éf‘ Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun
Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims = Doggy Day Care
0118 972 4849

Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9JT
doggydips.co.uk

Fed Up With Call Centres Ridiculously Easy Accounting, Guaranteed!

B arrs I nsuranece Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we

Y Mirk &-' .:fe:'en 'thgrdi offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email
Fourrhocj nsunagc}gh r'S Eﬂ"; and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want
Let Sr e Lnusia 8 LFSua to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make
et Us Take Care Of Y_.:-u.r ms_t"ra'?_ce your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring
: House & Contents - Business - Liabilities excellent service or your money back.
+ Travel -+ Landlords - Professional Indemnity

’ Huéi?‘n}nsellgigsl J,- Sﬁﬁjksnuislsx;'eﬁﬁ:c;gﬂc nt Request a free quote online now at
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help www.blueredaccountants.co.uk

All Types Of Insurance Enguiries Welcome

O BlueRed

mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT

Accountants




