
Schools • Parks • Sanity Level
Family Life by City

A real-life guide for families choosing where to live

Built for real mornings, real schedules,
and real families.



This guide is designed to help families explore

lifestyle fit, not to rank or judge communities.

School information, park amenities,

programs, boundaries, and enrollment

policies can change and should always be

verified directly with:

School district websites

Individual schools

Local municipalities and parks & recreation

departments

Attendance boundaries, transportation

eligibility, and program availability vary by

address and year.

Every family’s needs, priorities, and definitions

of “the right fit” are different. This guide is

meant to be a starting point for research and

conversation, not a substitute for school tours

or official sources.

If you’d like help narrowing down areas based

on your family’s priorities, I’m happy to help.

A Quick & Important Note



Choosing where to raise a family isn’t

just about schools or square footage.

It’s about how your days actually feel.

This Isn’t a “Best Of” List —
It’s a Lifestyle Guide

Morning routines

School drop-offs

After-school activities

Weekend plans

Commute stress

Community vibes

How to use this guide:

Identify your non-negotiables

(Commute time, yard size, sports,

walkability, budget, etc.)

Review the City Scorecards

Look for patterns that match your lifestyle.

Shortlist 2–3 cities

Then dig deeper into boundaries and

programs.

Visit at real-life times

School pickup hours and weekends tell the

real story.

This guide is built to help you think through:



Each featured city includes a Family Life Scorecard

to help you compare areas quickly and realistically.

CITY SCORECARD KEY

School Research Ease

How easy it is to understand school options, boundaries, and

programs.

Parks & Play

Quantity, quality, and variety of playgrounds, trails, and outdoor

spaces.

Kid Activities

Access to sports, arts, clubs, camps, and youth programs.

Commute Sanity

Traffic flow, school drop-off congestion, and access to main

roads.

Weekend Life

Things families can do locally without a long drive.

Family Housing Mix

Availability of homes families actually want and can find.

Walkability & “Pop Outside” Factor

Sidewalks, trails, nearby parks, and neighborhood stroll

potential.

Parent Community Vibes

Community events, school involvement, and general family

engagement.

Scorecard Categories (1–5 scale)

SANITY LEVEL (THE REAL TALK)
Each city also gets a Sanity Level, because parents care about this:

Chill – Calm routines, predictable days

Balanced – Busy but manageable

Busy-but-Fun – Lots happening, worth the effort

Chaos-but-Worth-It – Expect hustle, but families love it

Not for the Faint of Heart – High energy, high logistics 😅



Oakland
County



Rochester Hills



Best for:
• Families who want strong school options and park

access

• Kids involved in sports, academics, or arts

• Parents who like structure with flexibility

Not ideal for:
• Families wanting a small-town feel

• Those avoiding busier main roads

Sanity Level: Balanced 
Busy-but-Fun

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card

School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS (RESEARCH-FOCUSED)

What Parents Like:
Clear district communication

Strong extracurricular offerings

Variety of academic pathways

Parent tips:
Verify attendance boundaries by exact address

Ask about class sizes and student support

services

Confirm transportation eligibility

PARKS & OUTDOOR LIFE

Rochester Hills is served by well-established public school

systems with multiple elementary, middle, and high school

options depending on location.

Highlights:
Multiple playgrounds across the city

Extensive walking and biking trails

Sports fields and nature spaces

Best for:
Weekend park hopping

Family bike rides

Outdoor sports families

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Active library programming for all ages

Community education and rec offerings

Seasonal family events throughout the

year

KID ACTIVITIES
Strong youth sports presence (soccer,

baseball, basketball, wrestling/jiu-jitsu

friendly areas)

Dance, music, and arts studios nearby

Camps and enrichment programs

year-round

Rochester Hills is served by well-

established public school systems with

multiple elementary, middle, and high

school options depending on location.

SANITY NOTES
School pickup lines can be busy

Main roads see traffic during peak hours

Tons to do — planning helps keep life

smooth

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Clarkston



Best for:
•Families wanting a community feel

• Kids who love outdoor space and sports

• Parents seeking balance over hustle

Not ideal for:
Those needing quick highway access everywhere

• Families who want dense, walkable downtowns

Sanity Level: 
Chill → Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card

School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS (RESEARCH-FOCUSED)

Clarkston-area schools are known for:
Strong community involvement

Active sports and extracurricular culture

Supportive parent engagement

Parent tips:
Ask about class sizes and student support

Confirm bus routes and distances

Explore extracurricular start ages

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Trails, lakes, and nature areas

Playgrounds and open green spaces

Outdoor-focused family lifestyle

Best for:
Kids who love being outside

Families who prefer parks over malls

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Local libraries with family-friendly programming

Community events and festivals

Strong small-town participation feel

KID ACTIVITIES
Youth sports are a big deal here

Martial arts, wrestling, and outdoor clubs

popular

Fewer “everything in one plaza” options — but

strong local programs

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Mix of subdivisions and larger-lot homes

Less dense than neighboring cities

Fewer errands within walking distance, more

driving

SANITY NOTES
Mornings are calmer than more urban areas

Traffic builds on certain roads during peak times

Feels slower, quieter, and community-driven

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Lake Orion



Best for:
Families wanting water, nature, and community feel

Kids who thrive outdoors

Parents looking for balance between busy and laid-back

Not ideal for:
• Families needing ultra-short commutes

• Those wanting dense walkability

Sanity Level: 
Chill → Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS
Community-focused school culture

Strong extracurricular and sports presence

Active parent involvement

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Lake access

Trails and parks

Seasonal activities (sledding, boating, festivals)

KID ACTIVITIES
Sports and outdoor recreation are big here

Community-based programs

Less “plaza hopping,” more local involvement

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Mix of lake homes, subdivisions, and larger

lots

Some areas feel very neighborhood-oriented

Errands require planning but weekends

shine

SANITY NOTES
Summer energy increases

Feels like a lifestyle choice, not just a location

Families who love it tend to stay

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Troy



Best for:
Families prioritizing academics and structure

Parents who want convenience and access to everything

Busy households juggling sports, activities, and work

Not ideal for:
Families craving a small-town or “everyone knows everyone”

vibe

Those avoiding traffic-heavy corridors

Sanity Level: 
Busy-but-Fun

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card

School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS
What Families Like

Strong academic reputation

Advanced coursework and extracurriculars

Clear communication and resources

Parent tips:
Verify attendance boundaries carefully — they

matter here

Ask about academic support vs acceleration

options

Confirm transportation eligibility

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Well-maintained city parks

Playgrounds, sports fields, and

walking paths

Less “nature escape,” more polished

suburban parks

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



KID ACTIVITIES
Extremely strong sports, music, and

academic enrichment scene

Clubs, tutoring, and specialty

programs widely available

Easy access to neighboring cities’

activities

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Mix of colonials, ranches, condos, and

newer builds

Lots of subdivisions with sidewalks

Errands are easy — traffic is the

tradeoff

SANITY NOTES
Expect traffic during peak hours

Days feel full but efficient

Great city for families who like structure

and options

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Macomb
County



Shelby 
Township



Best for:
Families who want structure and predictability

Kids involved in organized sports and activities

Parents who value convenience and routine

Not ideal for:
Families seeking a small-town or rural feel

Those wanting walkable downtowns

Sanity Level: 
Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS (RESEARCH-FOCUSED)

Parent tips:
Attendance boundaries matter by subdivision

Ask about class size and academic support

Transportation varies by address

Shelby Township offers multiple school pathways

depending on location, with a strong emphasis on

extracurriculars and parent involvement.

Parks & Outdoor Activities
Large township parks and playgrounds

Sports fields, trails, and splash-pad style

amenities

Well-maintained and family-focused

KID ACTIVITIES
Strong youth sports culture

Dance, martial arts, music, and rec programs

Easy access to neighboring cities’ activities

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Subdivisions dominate

Sidewalks common

Errands are efficient and close

SANITY NOTES
Days feel structured and organized

School pickup lines move fairly smoothly

A “plug-and-play” family lifestyle

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Macomb 
Township



Best for:
Families wanting newer homes and subdivisions

• Kids involved in multiple activities

• Parents comfortable with growth and expansion

Not ideal for:
Those wanting established, mature neighborhoods

• Families avoiding construction and traffic growth

Sanity Level: 
Busy-but-Fun

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
Modern school facilities

Strong extracurricular focus

Growing student population

Parks & Outdoor Activities
Newer parks and sports complexes

Planned green spaces

Great for organized athletics

KID ACTIVITIES
Travel sports, rec leagues, enrichment

programs

Busy calendars are common here

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Predominantly newer builds

HOA communities common

Errands improving but still expanding

SANITY NOTES
Expect busier evenings

Lots happening at once

Works best for families who like momentum

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Romeo



Best for:
Families wanting a small-town feel

Kids who enjoy community events

Parents seeking slower, simpler routines

Not ideal for:
• Families wanting big-box convenience

• Those needing quick freeway access

Sanity Level: 
Chill → Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
Strong community pride

High parent involvement

Traditional school culture

Parks & Outdoor Activities
Local parks and open space

Seasonal events centered around town

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Older homes and larger lots

Slower pace

Less traffic, more planning

Sanity Notes
Life moves slower here

Community shows up

Great for families craving

connection

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Genesee
County



Grand Blanc



Best for:
Families wanting stability

Kids in sports and activities

Parents who value routine

Sanity Level: 
Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
Clear district structure

Strong athletics and programs

Community-supported schools

Parks & Outdoor Activities
Township parks and trails

Sports-focused facilities

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Suburban neighborhoods

Easy errands

Predictable routines

Sanity Notes
Smooth daily flow

Few surprises

Easy place to settle in

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Fenton



Best for:
Families who want energy and walkability

Parents who enjoy events and dining

• Active, social households

Not ideal for:
• Families wanting big-box convenience

• Those needing quick freeway access

Sanity Level: 
Busy-But-Fun

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Parks & Outdoor Activities
Lakes, trails, and downtown access

Excellent for active families

Sanity Notes
Weekends are lively

Downtown brings energy

Families love the vibe

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Davison



Best for:
Families wanting predictability

Traditional school and sports culture

Sanity Level: 
Chill → Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
chool Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Sanity Notes
Quiet routines

Strong community presence

Low drama living

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Lapeer
County



Lapeer



Best for:
Families wanting a central hub with amenities

Parents seeking slower routines without feeling

isolated

Kids who benefit from smaller-community

environments

Not ideal for:
Families needing short metro commutes

Those wanting dense shopping or entertainment

districts

Sanity Level: 
Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability & Pop-Outside Factor: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS (RESEARCH-FOCUSED)

What Parents Often Notice
Smaller class environments compared to

metro suburbs

Familiar school culture and community ties

Clear district communication

Parent tips:
Ask about academic support and intervention

programs

Confirm transportation eligibility by address

Ask how extracurricular participation works in

smaller districts

Parks & Outdoor Life:
City and township parks

Open green spaces

Playgrounds and sports fields

Seasonal outdoor activities

Lapeer serves as the county’s primary school and

activity hub, making school research more

straightforward than in surrounding rural areas.

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Local library with family programming

Community education and seasonal

activities

Youth programs tend to feel more

personal and familiar

KID ACTIVITIES
Youth sports leagues

Community-based clubs

Limited but meaningful enrichment

programs

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Mix of older homes and newer builds

Larger lots common

Errands are straightforward but require

planning

SANITY NOTES
Life feels manageable and predictable

Evenings are quieter

A good fit for families wanting calm over

chaos

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Metamora



Best for:
Families craving a rural lifestyle

Kids who love animals, outdoors, and space

• Parents seeking peace and privacy

Not ideal for:
Families needing quick access to amenities

Those who prefer scheduled, activity-heavy

lifestyles

Sanity Level: 
Chill

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐☆☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Walkability & Pop-Outside Factor: ⭐⭐☆☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
What Parents Often Appreciate

Strong community involvement

Active sports and extracurricular culture

Supportive parent engagement

Parent tips:
Ask about transportation routes and ride

times

Ask how schools support different

learning styles

Verify extracurricular availability by age

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Trails and nature access

Outdoor recreation at home

Seasonal activities like hiking,

sledding, and outdoor sports

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Smaller-scale library services

Community programs tend to be

relationship-driven

Families often supplement with nearby cities

KID ACTIVITIES
Fewer organized programs

Families often drive for specialized activities

Kids tend to spend more time outdoors at

home

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Larger lots and acreage

Farmhouses and rural homes common

Daily errands require planning and driving

SANITY NOTES
Days are quieter

Less hustle, more breathing room

Best for families who enjoy independence and

nature

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Almont



Best for:
• Families who value small-town community

• Parents wanting strong local connections

• Kids who enjoy familiar faces and routines

Not ideal for:
• Families wanting a wide variety of activities nearby

• Those who prefer fast-paced environments

Sanity Level: 
Chill → Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card

School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Walkability & Pop-Outside Factor: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS (RESEARCH-FOCUSED)

Parents Often Value
Small class environments

High staff visibility

Strong relationships between families and

schools

Parent tips:
Ask how schools support both academic and

social development

Confirm transportation availability

Ask about extracurricular participation

opportunities

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Local parks and playgrounds

Community-centered outdoor events

Walkable areas near town center

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Library serves as a social hub

Community events bring families

together

Programs feel personal and accessible

KID ACTIVITIES
Sports and clubs are community-

driven

Fewer specialty programs

Families tend to commit deeply to fewer

activities

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Older homes and small neighborhoods

Sidewalks common near downtown

Errands are simple but limited

SANITY NOTES
Life feels familiar and grounded

Families know each other

A great fit for those valuing connection over

convenience

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Livingston
County



Brighton



Best for:
Families who want an active, social lifestyle

Parents who love downtowns, events, and outdoor

recreation

Kids involved in sports, clubs, and year-round

activities

Not ideal for:
Families wanting quiet, low-activity weekends

Those avoiding traffic during peak hours or events

Sanity Level: 
Busy-But-Fun

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability & Pop-Outside Factor: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
What Parents Often Appreciate

Active school communities

Wide range of clubs, sports, and

enrichment

Strong communication platforms

Parent tips:
Verify attendance boundaries

carefully — they vary by area

Ask about academic support vs

acceleration opportunities

Confirm transportation eligibility and

travel times

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Multiple parks and playgrounds

Trails and lake access

Easy access to outdoor

recreation year-round

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Active library with family programming

Community education and seasonal camps

City-led events draw families together

KID ACTIVITIES
Youth and travel sports

Dance, music, and arts studios

Clubs and enrichment programs

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Mix of subdivisions, older homes, and

newer builds

Sidewalks common in many

neighborhoods

Errands are convenient, traffic is the

tradeoff

SANITY NOTES
Weekends are lively

Event traffic is real

Families who enjoy energy and options thrive

here

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Howell



Best for:
Families wanting balance between activity and

calm

Parents who appreciate a strong community feel

Kids who enjoy school involvement and local

events

Not ideal for:
• Families wanting ultra-quiet living

• Those avoiding any downtown bustle

Sanity Level: 
Balanced

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability & Pop-Outside Factor: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐⭐

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
What Parents Often Appreciate

Visible school spirit

Extracurricular participation

Familiar, relationship-driven

environment

Parent tips:
Ask about class sizes at your child’s

grade level

Ask how academic intervention is

handled

Confirm bus routes and eligibility

Parks & Outdoor Life:
City parks and recreation areas

Sports fields and open green

spaces

Good mix of play and relaxation

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Library serves as a community hub

Youth programs and seasonal activities

City events that bring families together

KID ACTIVITIES
Sports leagues and clubs

Arts and enrichment options

Families often balance school and

community activities well

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Mix of older neighborhoods and newer

developments

Downtown-adjacent living offers

walkability

Daily routines feel manageable

SANITY NOTES
Life feels steady

Easy to establish routines

Strong sense of belonging

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



Hartland



Best for:
Families wanting space and newer homes

Parents comfortable with commuting

Kids who enjoy neighborhood-based play

Not ideal for:
Families wanting dense amenities nearby

Those preferring walkable downtowns

Sanity Level: 
Balanced → Chill

Family Life Snapshot

Score Card
School Research Ease: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Parks & Play: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Kid Activities: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Commute Sanity: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Weekend Life: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Family Housing Mix: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Walkability & Pop-Outside Factor: ⭐⭐⭐☆☆

Parent Community Vibes: ⭐⭐⭐⭐☆

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



SCHOOL OPTIONS 
What Parents Often Appreciate

Larger schools

Active extracurricular culture

Strong school-community

connection

Parent tips:
Ask how schools manage growth

Ask about student support services

Confirm transportation times early

Parks & Outdoor Life:
Community parks and

playgrounds

Open spaces and trails

Less centralized than

Brighton, but accessible

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



LIBRARIES & COMMUNITY PROGRAMS
Community education programs

Seasonal family events

Many families supplement activities in

nearby cities

KID ACTIVITIES
Sports leagues and clubs

Neighborhood-based play common

Families often drive for specialty

programs

HOUSING & DAILY LIFE
Newer subdivisions and larger homes

Fewer walkable errands

Commute planning is important

SANITY NOTES
Quieter evenings

More driving, less hustle

Great for families who want space and

calm

Rebecca Janowak Broker/Owner REMAX Eclipse



IIf you’ve made it this far, you’re not just looking for a

house —

you’re looking for a place where your family’s daily life

actually works.

This guide wasn’t created to tell you where you should

live.

It was created to help you think through where your

family will thrive —

in the mornings, after school, on weekends, and in all

the in-between moments.

Because the truth is:

The “best” city on paper isn’t always the best fit in

real life

Strong schools don’t automatically mean easier

days

And the right home should support your lifestyle, not

stretch it

There’s no perfect city — but there is a right fit.

If you ever want help narrowing areas, comparing

options, or simply talking through what makes sense

for your family, I’m here. No pressure, no rush — just

clarity.

Here’s to calmer mornings, smoother routines, and a

home base that truly works.

A Final Note

-Rebecca Janowak


