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December 2021

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

The COVID-19 situation in our country seems to get better,
providing more opportunity for us Rotarians to meet witheach
other and the communities for in-person meetings and service
activities. However, living the new normal life contributes to
many new customs i.e. online club meetings. I believe even
though the situation returns to normal, many clubs will keep on
meeting online. Or probably, alternate meetings: online and in-
person, which is considered good for all. Evidence can be seen at
the Line Open Chat of the Rotary Centre, I find out alot of public
relations for online meeting with interesting guest speakers. The
good point is that Rotarians from any club interested in can join
the meetings without bothering to travel.

Now, let me tell you about the newly updated translation
documents which can be downloaded from our website:
www.rotarythailand.org:
1. AGuidetoGlobal Grants
2. Rotaract Handbook
3. Rotary Vocabulary - updated by the vocabulary committee
of our Rotary Centre.

All of these documents are important and I hope you can learn
more for proper usage.

As you fellow Rotarians know, December is the last month of our
first half Rotary Year. If there are any members whoresigned

or are admitted, but not yet removed or added to My Rotary,
please take action By end of this month to adjust and update the
member roster. It will be adjusted in your January 2022 invoice
accordingly. If you have any difficulties with My Rotary, please
contact our staff.

Yours in Rotary,
Vivat Sirijangkapattana

District 3360 Governor, 2003-04
Chairman, Rotary Centre in Thailand, 2020-22

Rotary Centre in Thailand
75/82-83, Ocean Tower II, 32/F, Soi Wattana, Asoke Rd., Wattana, Bangkok, 10110
Tel 026616720-1 Fax02661 6719 +« E-mail info@rotarythailand.org
www.rotarythailand.org » Facebook: Rotary T hailand - Ismsus:nAine

Vivat Sirjjangkapattana

l £]< ANNOUNCEMENT |

As news appeared in many media, this
year, there were serious flooding in
various areas of Thailand. Several Rotary
clubs assisted in relief projects. Some

got the fund from local sources while a
fewrequested funds from the Sudden
Disaster Relief Funds, under supervision
of PRID Dr Saowalak Rattanavich. Those
clubs are:

’5\:‘., L gl B NS B S el et ol )
RC Prasrisuriyothai Ayutthaya (D-3350)
: 50,000 THB. Providing 250 survival

bags in the area of Bang Ban, Phranakhon

Sriayutthaya Province

RC Pranakorn Sri-Ayuthaya (D-3350) :
50,000 THB. Providing 200 survival
bags in the area of Bang Ban and Nakhon
Luang, Phranakhon Sriayutthaya
Province. The club chipped in THB
10,000 more to the relief project.

RC Sukhothai (D-3360) : 40,000 THB.
Providing 250 survival bags in the area of
Ban Kluay, Muang, Sukhothai Province

ROTARY FIGURES as of 1 December 2021 from www.rotary.org (Figures in parentheses : as of 1 July 2021)

District 3330
Rotary  Rotaract Rotary  Rotaract Rotary  Rotaract Rotary  Rotaract Rotary  Rotaract
Members| 2,360 358 |1,361 55 |3,160 275 |1,496 389 | 8,377 1,077
(2,348) (572) (1,352) (55) (3.041) (183) (1,422 (377 (8163) (1,187)
Clubs 101 28 63 5 119 72 13 355 73
(101) (32) (63) (5) (119) 27 (70) 13) (353) @7
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EMPOWERING GIRLS TO

One major global problem today is 1-20-year-old
underprivileged girls in need due to poverty and
injustice in society. This issue has tended to be
ignored, and the underlying problems that cause it to
have yet to be dealt with to any significant degree.

The provision of human “Rights, Freedom,

and Equality” is generally recognized as being
fundamental in a fair society. However, millions of
girls’ rights have been limited, even from birth, due
to their parents or family favoring boys over girls.
Various advances in medical technology regarding
gender choices have also made it easier to support
such a bias and have also been involved in the areas
of abortion and infantilizing. Hence, a substantial
imbalance has
developed in the
world population,
which currently
has 140 million
more men than
women.

Although girls
may consider it
fortunate to have
been born, many
must face their own life destination struggling for

a living in poor families without a sufficient ability

to help themselves. Various problems cause their
suffering, including issues related to health, hygiene,
child labor exploitation, violence, bullying, sexual
harassment, child marriage, adolescent pregnancy,
and even rights for basic education and literacy.
There are now 60 million girls who have not received
a basic education, and two-thirds of the world’s

960 million illiterates are girls. Limiting girls’
opportunities in education affects vocational skills,
which are beneficial to the production of global and
national products and worth approximately $500
billion annually.

RI President Shekhar Mehta has realized the
significance of Rotary International’s responses

to tackle this global problem. He has presented an
initiative for empowering underprivileged girls who

/

SERVE TO CHANGE LIVES ...

Empowering Girls Ambassador

are in various situations, localities, or communities.
This approach represents the organization’s main
service aim for all members’ cooperation globally to
raise awareness and increase cooperation of families,
communities, and other government or private
organizations to take significant action for solving
these issues.

One important process involves assigning the
responsibilities of the empowering-girls initiative

to all board members by naming ambassadors who
will help promote and cooperate through their teams
with leaders of clubs, districts, district committees,
and Rotaract clubs. The aim is to develop a survey
and brainstorm to implement at least one activity

in each club during this year to help girls in need,
irrespective of each project’s size. Hence, these girls
will be provided with more opportunities and hope in
changing their lives for the better, and these solutions
and the relevant activities can be publicized via social
media, such as Rotary Showcase and Facebook.

No matter how small or big the club members’
activities, the most meaningful aspect for us all is
the happiness involved in rendering our services to
those girls in need to provide memorable moments
by seeing them smile more and improving their
social rights. The aim is to ensure that these girls are
offered hope and motivation so that they can be more
resilient in standing on their own feet to head their
family and confidently become important leaders of
our society in the future. Certainly, millions of girls
all over the world are waiting for their hope from us!
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Empowering girl activities by
Rotary Club Pattaya Marina

President Dr. Olivier Eric Meyer A 10-year-old girl “Pim” has
been presented to the Rotary Club Pattaya Marina with one
guestion: can we do something for her eye? She suffers
since birth of a closed right eye or eyelid ptosis.

By visiting her at home we also discovered that her family is very
¥ poor. She lives in Pattaya with an aunt because her mother passed
ey away and her father lives in another province. Rotary Club Pattaya
. Marina did the following: - Organize the reception of scholarships
from YWCA scholarship program - Buy her clothes - Organize the
&3 visit of a top eye specialist in Bangkok who diagnosed an oculomotor
¥ nerve palsy. She will be operated later this year in Mettapracharak
University Hospital (Nakhon Pathom Province). The operation will be
free of charge, the Rotary club will pay all extra operation expenses
. (transport, meals etc.)

- Buy her glasses because her right eye is weaker than the left one At the beginning
we met a girl who smiled very little, probably because life has been very tough: eye
disability, no more mother, a father away, living with a sick aunt (kidney failure,
peritoneal dialysis at home) and extreme poverty. Now she begins to smile more,
and her smiles confirm that we are doing the rlght thlng to serve the communlty

We will follow-up her scholarship and help supply her with clothes and material for
the school.
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"We can all make a difference in the lives of others in need, because
it is the most simple of gestures that make the most significant of
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differences.” Miya Yamanouchi
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TAKE ACTION: Join a Project
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