




















Enjoy Success!

Outdoor Pursuits 

The college is well known as a leader in outdoor 

education, having been a pioneer in offering 

outdoor pursuits as an integral part of its 

academic programme. The outdoor programmes 

have been refined over many years.

Mount Aspiring College has also been 

acknowledged for excellence in their outdoor 

learning, winning the title of Best Outdoor 

Education Programme at the 2011 Outdoor 

Excellence Awards. The awards are organised 

by Outdoors New Zealand. 

In Years 7 to 10 students are able to take 

advantage of an annual outdoor camp, with 

the level of independence and challenge 

progressing through the year levels and snow 
days at each of the three Wanaka ski areas 
during the winter term.

In Years 11 to 13 students may opt to take outdoor 
pursuits as one of their subjects. 

Level 1 Outdoor Discovery aims to develop 
the student personally and socially through 

the provision of adventurous and challenging 

activities in a wide variety of environmental and 
social contexts, including kayaking and canoeing, 
rock-climbing, mountain biking, navigation and 

orienteering, Nordic skiing and camping.

Level 2 Outdoor Challenge develops 

more specific skills in kayaking, canoeing, 
rock-climbing, tramping, mountain biking, 

Nordic skiing, snow-caving, and skiing 
or snowboarding. It provides challenging 

opportunities to build on teamwork, 

personal challenge, self-responsibility, 
communication skills and goal setting.

Level 3 Outdoor Leadership builds on the skills 

developed in the Level 2 course and aims to 

provide students with the judgement and skills 

to be able to act with independence in the 

outdoors. There is a strong theme of personal 

adventure and the development of group 

management skills, leadership, safety planning 
and evaluation.

In all three levels, both theory and practical 
sessions are included and students gain credits 

towards NCEA Level 1, 2 or 3. 



MOUNT ASPIRING COLLEGE

Music and Performing Arts 

Mount Aspiring College has a strong reputation in 

Music and the Performing Arts. The school has a 

dedicated music hub, where students benefit from 
group and individual tuition. The MAC choirs and 

jazz bands perform regularly in the community, 
and the college music programme has produced 

multiple Smokefree Rockquest finalists. 

To accommodate Dance and Drama, the campus 

has a purpose-built performance room with a 

sprung floor, dance bar, mirrors, specialised 
lighting and sound systems. ‘Te Atea’, the outdoor 
performance stage, has also proved to be a popular 

addition to the campus for summer performances.

MAC stages a college production every 
second year, but there are multiple performing 
opportunities for Music and Drama students 

throughout the year. Our students also have the 
chance to perform in professional productions 

outside of school, such as ‘Stars In Your Eyes’ 
and the ‘Festival of Colour’.

The Kapa haka group meets regularly to learn 
about and practise Māori performing arts, 

and to perform at both school and community 
events. MAC has its own haka, written and 

choreographed for the school. 

Sports

At Mount Aspiring College we encourage full 

school participation in sport. Students join in on a 

school athletics day, as well as swimming sports, 
cross country and inter-school tournaments.  

The MAC Sports Hub serves as an information 

centre and liaison point for sporting activities at 

Mount Aspiring College and throughout the Upper 

Clutha. As well as traditional school sports such as 

rugby, netball, football, hockey, cricket, volleyball, 
futsal and rowing, our students participate fully 
in regional competitions such as the Otago-

Southland Triathlon, the Otago-Southland Ski and 

Snowboard Championships as well as multi-sport, 

kayaking, sailing and cycling events.  

Aviation (Fixed Wing & Rotary)

Students may take Aviation as one of their 
academic courses in Year 12 and/or Year 13. 

Offered in conjunction with Wanaka Aviation 
Consortium, students have the opportunity to 
complete their Private Pilot Licence (PPL) in either 

fixed wing (aeroplane) or rotary (helicopter) flight.

Check our website for more information. At 

www.mountaspiringcollege.nz search for ‘aviation’.










