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Learning Without Limits



Dear Parents and Carers, 

The Adeyfield Academy is a fully inclusive 11–18 mixed school, 
rated ‘Good’ by Ofsted and located in the heart of the Adeyfield 
community in Hemel Hempstead.

As part of the Ambi�on Educa�on Trust, we share a vision of 
Learning Without Limits. This partnership has helped us create a 
vibrant learning environment focused on high standards and 
shared values. Our growing Year 7 and 8 cohorts reflect the 
school’s popularity and the strength of our tailored, knowledge-
rich curriculum.

Academic progress is central to our work. We offer a broad and 
balanced curriculum that engages and challenges all students, 
regardless of their star�ng point. We work hard to remove barriers 
to learning and support every child to become the best version of 
themselves.

Personal development is equally important. Daily tutor sessions 
build confidence and resilience, and students benefit from a wide 
range of enrichment opportuni�es—from student leadership and 
the Duke of Edinburgh Award to clubs such as boxing, 
cheerleading, cookery, music, and art.

We are proud to hold the School of Character Kitemark, 
recognising our commitment to developing the whole child. We 
aim to nurture students who are courageous, respec�ul, dignified, 
compassionate, and ambi�ous—young people who show 
humility, empathy, and good manners in school and beyond.

Our culture of high expecta�ons encourages every student to take 
responsibility for shaping their future. The Adeyfield Five Star 
Student embodies this ethos, contribu�ng posi�vely to both 
school life and the wider community.

We value strong communica�on with parents and carers and 
welcome regular contact to support learning and wellbeing. If you 
would like to visit the Academy during a normal school day or 
arrange a personal mee�ng, please contact our recep�on on 
01442 406020.

Warm regards,

Miss D Mason
Headteacher

Headteacher’s Welcome
The Adeyfield Academy is proud to be part of the Ambi�on Educa�on Trust, a 
partnership of ten Her�ordshire schools commi�ed to delivering outstanding 
educa�on through challenge and excellence.

Our vision, ‘Learning Without Limits’, creates an environment 
where ambi�on, curiosity, and enthusiasm for learning thrive.

We promote five core values that shape our students into 
confident, respec�ul and compassionate individuals:

Courage
To encourage all students to con�nually challenge 
their own curiosity and thinking skills 

Dignity
To inspire a culture of polite, engaging young people 
who are proud of their school 

Ambi�on
To support all our students in their desire and 
determina�on to achieve their dreams

Compassion
To ensure the individual needs of every one of our 
students is constantly met

Respect 
To ins�l a culture of value and support for each 
other as individuals

Learning Without Limits
In our latest Ofsted inspec�on (January 2023), The Adeyfield 
Academy was rated GOOD. Highlights from the report include:

• Students at Adeyfield enjoy being part of a close-knit school 
community. 

• Expecta�ons for behaviour, courtesy and personal 
presenta�on are high. These are both modelled and applied 
consistently by staff.

• In lessons, pupils benefit from consistent rou�nes and 
knowledgeable teaching. 

• Trust and school leaders are ambi�ous and have raised 
expecta�ons for what pupils can achieve. 

• Pupils’ character and resilience are developed very well. 

• Working rela�onships in classrooms are strong, 
characterised by mutual respect between teachers and 
pupils.

Ofsted: Rated GOOD
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School of Character 
Kitemark
Awarded for our planned and reflec�ve 
approach to developing posi�ve character 
traits that support lifelong success.

Silver Artsmark Award
Accredited by Arts Council England, this 
recognises our dedica�on to delivering high-
quality crea�ve and cultural educa�on.

Healthy Schools Award
Highlights our efforts to support pupils’ 
physical health and wellbeing through healthy 
ea�ng and ac�ve lifestyles.

Sports Leadership School 
Status
Acknowledges our commitment to developing 
leadership skills through sport.

Behaviour Hubs
Recogni�on for commitment to improving 
behaviour culture.

Eco-Schools Silver Award
Recognises our students’ ac�ve role in 
protec�ng the environment and promo�ng 
sustainability.

Music Mark
Awarded for crea�ng an inclusive, accessible 
and high-quality music educa�on.

All Together Gold Award
Demonstrates our strong stance against 
bullying and our commitment to pupil 
wellbeing.

SENDIA Inclusion Award
Provides a na�onal framework for crea�ng an 
inclusive LGBTQ+ environment for all students 
and staff.

I Belong Champion 
Cer�fica�on
Awarded by the Na�onal Centre for 
Compu�ng Educa�on, recognising our work to 
improve gender balance in computer science.

School Games Gold Award
Celebrates our extensive sports programme, 
including clubs, fixtures, and compe��ons 
that promote enjoyment and par�cipa�on.

Equal Access School Award
Awarded in 2024, celebrates our equal access 
opportuni�es in girls’ football.

At The Adeyfield Academy, we are proud to be recognised for our commitment to excellence across a wide range of areas:

Celebrating Our Achievements
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Joining Adeyfield

Here’s what one of our Year 7 students had to say:

“On my first day, I was filled with worries—will I make friends? 
Will I be a good student? What if I get lost? But those worries 
quickly disappeared. I found people I knew, met my amazing 

form tutor Miss Hazell, and had a great first lesson in maths. I 
made friends, met kind older students, and even got to know 

our school dog, Teddy!

Adeyfield offers so much more than primary school—clubs, 
leadership roles, and the chance to be a 5 Star Student. 

Whether you love sports, reading, or performing, there’s 
something for everyone. My advice? Be yourself. Don’t change 

to fit in—being the same as everyone else is boring!”

— Olivia E, Year 7 

How to Apply
Admissions at The Adeyfield Academy are maintained by 
Her�ordshire Local Authority, which manages admissions 
in accordance with the published admissions criteria. The 
school admits 180 students into Year 7 each academic 
year.

Apply now for a Year 7 secondary school place to start in 
September 2026.

The deadline for on-�me applica�ons is 31 October 2025.

Star�ng secondary school is a big step, and we’re here to make it a smooth and 
exci�ng transi�on. Our exemplary transi�on programme and summer school help 
Year 6 students se�le in, make friends, and feel confident from day one.

Our students’ personal development journeys extend beyond the 
academic, voca�onal and technical to encourage responsible, 
respec�ul and ac�ve ci�zens who are able to play their part and 
become ac�vely involved in public life as adults. 

We support our students’ understanding of the fundamental 
Bri�sh values of democracy, individual liberty, the rule of law and 
mutual respect and tolerance, to help shape each student’s 
character; which informs their mo�va�on and guides their 
conduct so that they reflect wisely, learn eagerly, behave with 
integrity and cooperate consistently well with others. 

We ensure that students are confident, resilient, and 
knowledgeable so that they can keep themselves mentally 
healthy. Alongside this, we ensure students understand how to 
keep physically healthy, eat healthily and maintain an ac�ve 
lifestyle, including giving ample opportuni�es for students to be 
ac�ve during the school day and through extra-curricular 
ac�vi�es. Students receive age-appropriate understanding of 
healthy rela�onships through appropriate rela�onships and sex 
educa�on.

“Much work has been done on 
character development, rightly earning 

the school external recogni�on. The 
fruits of this work can be seen not only 

in pupils’ behaviour but also in their 
increasing confidence and ar�cula�on 

when speaking.”
— Ofsted Report 2023

Character Education & Personal Development

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/schools-and-education/school-admissions/secondary-and-upper-schools/secondary-and-upper-school-places.aspx#makinganapp
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Key Stage 4 outcomes improved across all performance measures from 2023–24, 
reflec�ng our con�nued drive for academic excellence. We are immensely proud of 
our students’ achievements and are confident that they are poised for even greater 
accomplishments in their future endeavours. We are therefore delighted to confirm 
that the majority of our students have secured their first choice des�na�on.

Curriculum & Learning Blended Learning

Celebrating Success

At The Adeyfield Academy, we deliver a broad and balanced 
curriculum designed to equip students with the knowledge, skills, 
and experiences they need to thrive in modern Bri�sh society.

Our passionate teachers plan engaging lessons that spark curiosity 
and foster a love of learning beyond the classroom. Home 
Learning supports independent study and reinforces classroom 
learning.

At The Adeyfield Academy we believe that fundamental to 
effec�ve learning is providing engaging and enjoyable learning 
experiences which challenge all students at all levels. Our vision 
for teaching and learning is rooted in high expecta�ons and an 
uncondi�onal belief that every child can achieve their poten�al 
regardless of star�ng points. Teaching and learning embodies our 
school ethos ‘Learning without Limits’ and students strive to be 
5-Star Adeyfield Students. It is centred on the quality delivery of a 
broad, balanced and coherent curriculum progressively building 
on knowledge and skills. We pride ourselves on delivering exci�ng 
learning experiences, which challenge curiosity and thinking skills. 
We are commi�ed to providing an educa�on where young people 
can have their eyes opened to new experiences and skills that 
enrich their lives and open doors for them. Learning at The 

Adeyfield Academy has a clear purpose with exci�ng and 
s�mula�ng ac�vi�es to further the progress of each individual, 
and ensure they are supported to ‘Learn without Limits’. Our staff 
work �relessly to ensure they are delivering a high-quality 
curriculum with specialist knowledge and varied ac�vi�es to 
support, stretch and challenge all students in all subjects. At The 
Adeyfield Academy we know that ‘if it’s not excellent, it’s not 
finished’ and we will uphold this expecta�on for our whole school 
community so all can achieve their dreams. 

At The Adeyfield Academy, inclusion is at the heart of everything 
we do. We welcome students from all backgrounds, iden��es, and 
abili�es, and ensure every child feels part of our community.

We make reasonable adjustments to meet individual needs and 
ensure all students can access a rigorous and relevant curriculum. 
Our high expecta�ons apply to every learner, and we believe 
that—with the right support—every student can succeed.

We priori�se emo�onal wellbeing and mental health, helping 
students develop a growth mindset and the resilience to face life’s 
challenges.

Blended learning at Adeyfield enhances access 
to educa�onal resources through the use of 
Chromebooks. Students use their devices for 
research, organising work via Google 
Classroom, and accessing tools like dic�onaries 
and read-aloud func�ons.

Chromebooks also support assessment and 
feedback through self-marking quizzes and 
verbal feedback tools.
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Pastoral Care 

Each student is assigned:

• A Form Tutor – their first point of contact.

• A Head of Year – who works closely with the tutor to guide 
and support.

• A trusted adult – someone they can turn to for help and 
advice.

We are proud to hold the All Together Gold Award for our 
commitment to an�-bullying. Staff monitor wellbeing daily, and 
any concerns are addressed promptly and restora�vely.

We aim to maintain and embed a posi�ve and open culture of 
safeguarding to ensure our students and staff are safe at all 
�mes.

Parent and student feedback consistently highlights our pastoral 
care as one of the Academy’s greatest strengths. We encourage 
families to stay in close contact with us to ensure every child 
thrives.

“Pupils and students at Adeyfield 
enjoy being part of a close-knit school 
community. They are well known and 

well cared for by staff.”
 - Ofsted Report 2023

Pastoral care is central to our ethos of 
‘Learning Without Limits’. Our dedicated 
team ensures every student feels safe, 
supported, and valued.
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Beyond the Classroom

Student Leadership
We believe in empowering students to become confident, 
informed ci�zens and future leaders. Student voice plays a vital 
role in shaping school policy and development.

We have a variety of student leadership opportuni�es for 
students in every year group at The Adeyfield Academy. Including 
Head Student, Sports Leaders, An�-Bullying Ambassadors, and 
more. These roles help students build communica�on, 
responsibility, and leadership skills. Our enrichment programme 
encourages ambi�on, broadens horizons, and prepares students 
for higher educa�on and beyond.

Community Spirit
Throughout the year, The Adeyfield Academy hosts a variety of 
charity events, shows, compe��ons, and ac�vi�es that allow 
students to showcase their talents beyond the classroom. Recent 
highlights include: Dragon’s Enterprise Challenge, Adeyfield’s Got 
Talent, We Will Rock You, Technology Rotary Compe��on, 
Adeyfest, The Adeyfield Academy Sports Awards, Sports Fixtures 
and Community Carol Concerts.

These events o�en involve the wider community and give 
students the chance to shine. Our Parents and Teachers 
Associa�on (Adeyfield PTA) ac�vely supports school events and 
hosts ac�vi�es for families to enjoy.

“It’s wonderful that you have appointed such an ac�ve Eco-Commi�ee. 
This shows your school’s excellent commitment to both the programme 

and the eco-cause.” — Eco-Schools Green Flag Award Report 

To enable our students to break the glass ceiling, opportuni�es to develop leadership 
skills are provided across all year groups.

Extra-Curricular & Enrichment Opportunities
The Adeyfield Academy prides itself on the quality and diversity 
of its extra-curricular programme. We offer a wide range of 
ac�vi�es during lunch�mes and a�er school to enrich the 
curriculum in crea�ve and challenging ways. Clubs and 
enrichment ac�vi�es are a vital part of school life, o�en 
unlocking hidden talents students didn’t know they had.

We offer over 50 different clubs at the Adeyfield Academy, 
including:  Debate Club, Film Club, Sports Teams, Home Learning 
Club, Tex�les, BSL, Computer Science and Performing Arts.

We expect all Key Stage 3 students to a�end at least two clubs 
each week.

“An increasing range of extra-
curricular ac�vi�es is on offer. These 
include sport, the arts and the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award scheme.”

— Ofsted Report 2023

Students have the opportunity to learn a wide range of musical 
instruments, from orchestral op�ons like trumpet and flute to 
guitar, drums, and vocals. These lessons support crea�vity, 
confidence, and personal expression. Students also have regular 
opportuni�es to showcase their performing arts talent through 
events siuch as Open Evening, Adeyfield’s Got Talent, Adeyfest 
and the  annual school musical.
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Scholars & The Brilliant Club
As part of our programme for our Gi�ed and Talented students, 
the Scholars Ini�a�ve enhances engagement and achievement 
across all subjects and year levels. It includes:

• Specialised workshops and seminars

• Advanced projects and research

• Mentorship and guidance

• Collabora�ve learning

• Cultural and academic enrichment

The Brilliant Club is a pres�gious programme delivered by an 
external agency, offering university-level learning and 
assessment. It challenges our most academically capable 
students with supra-curricular topics designed to stretch their 
thinking and raise aspira�ons.

Key features include:

• Expert-led sessions

• University-style learning

• Impressive academic achievements

• Exposure to higher educa�on

Last year’s cohort achieved outstanding results on their 
projects, with grades ranging from First Class to Upper Second 
Class.

“The Brilliant Club programme is 
wonderful. It’s opened my eyes to 

university-standard work and 
supported me throughout. I’ve 

made new friends, stepped out of 
my comfort zone, and grown 

significantly.”
— Emily B Year 9 Trips & Visits

We believe that extending learning beyond the classroom is 
essen�al to developing well-rounded students. Across all year 
groups, students enjoy a wide range of enrichment 
opportuni�es designed to build knowledge, confidence, and 
help them make informed decisions about their futures. From 
Duke of Edinburgh expedi�ons fostering resilience and 
leadership, to local trips to the theatre or London museums, 
and even adventurous experiences like skiing in Italy, there is 
something for everyone.

In Key Stage 4 and 5, students benefit from university visits that 
broaden their horizons and provide valuable insight into higher 

educa�on op�ons. They also have access to work experience 
placements, giving them prac�cal skills and firsthand 
understanding of the professional world. These varied 
experiences not only build students’ cultural capital but also 
create las�ng memories and strengthen peer connec�ons.

During the Summer Term, all Key Stage 3 students par�cipate in 
Curriculum Enrichment Week, engaging in a wide array of on-
site ac�vi�es and trips, including residen�al stays for Years 7 
and 8. Addi�onally, we maintain a full calendar of external 
visitors and speakers who bring real-world exper�se directly to 
our students, enriching their learning journey.
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The House System
Our house system is named a�er six influen�al figures: A�enborough, Hawking, 
Kahlo, Parks, Seacole, and Turing. It provides a suppor�ve environment that 
encourages friendly compe��on, provides opportuni�es for students to assume 
responsibility and develop leadership abili�es and enables students to make a 
posi�ve contribu�on to their local community.

We promote achievement of all students in a posi�ve way, from 
the classroom to the sports field and from helping out around the 
school to taking part in school produc�ons. It is also a way of 
developing ver�cal integra�on in the school to complement the 
horizontal integra�on that the year system provides.

The House system supports and enriches the lives of students 
whilst they are at school and any house ac�vi�es that are 
par�cipated in will be rewarded. House ac�vi�es take place 

throughout the year and students have involvement in 
par�cipa�on and the organisa�on of these events. House 
Representa�ves liaise with staff regarding the organisa�on of 
House Compe��ons working together to make these events a 
success.

The House system is an integral aspect of life at The Adeyfield 
Academy. Students are allocated to a House when they enter the 
school based on their form group.

Careers Education & 
Guidance
At The Adeyfield Academy, we are commi�ed to raising aspira�ons 
and helping students achieve their poten�al without limits. Our 
careers programme empowers students to plan and manage their 
futures with confidence. We use the Unifrog careers pla�orm to 
provide tailored support, resources, and opportuni�es, helping 
students explore pathways and make informed decisions.

We prepare students for life beyond school by:

• Providing unbiased informa�on about future pathways

• Offering high-quality careers guidance

• Facilita�ng meaningful encounters with employers, 
universi�es, and training providers

• Organising work experience and workplace visits to build 
employability skills

Our staff support students with:

• Applica�on wri�ng

• Interview prepara�on

• CV development

• Career planning

We work closely with parents, employers, and the wider community 
to ensure students develop the skills, a�tudes, and confidence 
needed for a successful future.

“The greatest danger for most of us is 
not that our aim is too high and we miss 
it, but that it is too low and we reach it.” 

— Michelangelo
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Sixth Form
We are proud of our dynamic Sixth Form, 
which offers both academic and 
voca�onal pathways to suit all learners. 
Students can choose from:

• Level 3 A-levels

• Voca�onal courses

Teaching is rigorous and engaging, helping students reach their full 
poten�al. Sixth Formers benefit from dedicated facili�es including 
the Centurion Building, a new Independent Study Room and full 
access to our Learning Resource Centre. Our structured tutor 
programme and regular progress mee�ngs ensure every student is 
closely supported. Sixth Formers also take part in our Personal 
Development Programme, which includes:

• Mentoring for Success – suppor�ng younger students’ literacy

• Student Leadership – organising events and ac�ng as role 
models

• Careers Advice & Guidance (CAIG) – supported by 
Her�ordshire Youth Connexions

Most students progress to university, and we provide tailored 
support throughout the applica�on process.

“Sixth-form students learn about 
important personal, social and health 
issues in an age-related context. They 

also thrive on the addi�onal autonomy 
and responsibility offered..”

 - Ofsted Report 2023
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