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CARPET FITTER
Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches
Measuring, Estimating & Planning
Carpets  Vinyl  Amtico  Kamdean

25 YEARS EXPERIENCE

MICHAEL HODGSON
TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003

We are a locally based

Catering Company

specialising in quality cold finger and
fork buffet food for every event,
a birthday, wedding, anniversary, funeral or a
business working lunch. We offer a bespoke and
tailor-made service; our aim is to provide an
excellent, friendly and professional service.
For further details please contact

The Spinney Catering Company
Tel: 0118 9722168
Email: info@spinneycatering.co.uk
Website: www.spinneycatering.co.uk

Sonning Common
Pre-school
GROVE ROAD
SONNING COMMON

0118 972 4760
We are a happy friendly pre-school
welcoming children from 2 years
6 months, to come and learn through
play. We have a purpose built building
& extensive play garden.
Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm

Adam’s Pest Control
Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.
BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured
Visit our stunning showroom:
8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690
www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk

www.sonningcommonmagazine.org
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FROM

HIGHLIGHTS

THE EDITORIAL TEAM
Another summer on the wane, another magazine to assemble and where have
the last 2 months gone? Well the sun shone at least half of the time and as
ever the people of SC have provided a rich selection of material to populate
our magazine.
There are 2 fascinating stories. One, a celebration from a Spanish family (their
children are pictured on the front cover) about their stay in SC and the other, a
heart- felt, positive and hopeful story from Juliet Legg. The community pages are
packed full of happenings from all age groups in the village and the Noticeboard
publicises those to come. The work of the NDP is into its final stages. Please
put the dates of the residents’ exhibition in your diary, the weekend of 15 and 16
November, to be held in the Village Hall.
There is another questionnaire – this time about Leisure and Recreation in the
village. Information from you all is needed to build our case, in order to replace
the deficit that currently exists.
Please complete it and post, or email, by mid-October. This is our one
opportunity to improve the situation through the NDP. It may never come again!!
Let us hope this ‘season of mists and mellow fruitfulness’
will bring the glorious colours, so our lovely countryside
can be further appreciated.
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COMMUNITY NEWS

SONNING COMMON PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
GAMES AREA IS
READY TO GO
The multi use games area is all
ready to go now and the staff and
children are very pleased with it.
Chris Hirst – SCPS Headteacher ‘We have needed some extra space
for children in the winter months
when our lovely field is not able to
be used, and we are all very excited
about the games area. I am hoping
to work with local clubs to provide
some new afterschool sports for
the children’.

•

Second village defibrillator presented to the school
The village is very lucky to now have TWO
defibrillators available for locals to use in an
emergency, as the second one was recently
presented to the school and library by Millie’s
Dream Appeal.
This was set up by Millie`s mum Sarah
Roberts as her daughter suffers from
a heart and lung condition. This is the
11th one to be installed locally. It is located
in a locked box on the library wall, and
accessible at all times, and the other is
on the outside wall at Chiltern Edge School.
Miss Roberts said: ‘This is where the
growth of the charity has to go. We have
to put the defibrillators outside buildings

so the whole the community can benefit
in the event of cardiac arrest. We don’t
want people to be afraid to use them.
The minute you ring 999 they will tell
you where your nearest defibrillator is
and give you the code to access the
locked box instantly.’
The defibrillator, which cost £1,400
with a lock box, was fitted for
free by electrician Dan Scott, from
D J Scott Electrical Services.
Community First Responder Adam
Negus attended the launch and said
more volunteers were needed. For
information, visit www.southcentral
ambulance.nhs.uk

•

CHILTERN EDGE STUDENTS ARE DELIGHTED WITH GCSE RESULTS
Students, parents and staff at Chiltern Edge School
celebrated another excellent set of GCSE exam results
during the summer holidays.
Highlights included record outcomes in Maths where 77%
of students gained at least a C grade and a quarter of grades
were at A*/A.
In English over 30% of entries in Language and Literature gained
A* or A grades and in French, 88% of entries were at C grade
or better.
Results for the ‘English Bacc’ were fantastic with 31% of
students achieving at least C grades in a Humanities subject
and a Modern Foreign Language, alongside their English,
Maths and Science.

TOP PERFORMERS INCLUDED;
Oliver Breen
Sophie Walker
Clarissa Webb
Isobel Boxall
Kai Carlisle
Emily Beech
Thea Harland
Katie Packman
Dewi Rees

12A*/A and 1 Distinction
11A*/A and 1 Distinction
10A*/A and 1 Distinction
9A*/A and 1 Distinction
9 A*/A and 2B
9 A*/A and 3B
7 A*/A and 1 Distinction 3B
9 A*A and 1 Distinction 2B
9 A*/A and 1 Distinction 1B

Headteacher Daniel Sadler said, ‘These outcomes demonstrate
that great teaching and hard work always deliver strong
results. I am delighted that so many students have gained
the qualifications they need to move on to their next step
with confidence. I started at Chiltern Edge with this year group
five years ago and they have been a credit to themselves and
the school. I wish them the best of luck’.

•
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COMMUNITY NEWS

MYTHICAL MAZE STORIES THRILL THE CHILDREN

Organ donation
for Village Hall
Peggy Hamblin, a neighbour of Councillor Colin
Reynolds is moving home. Her new home
is smaller so she did not have room for the
organ. Colin suggested it might be welcome at
the village hall and this was agreed. However
an organ is not easily transported but thanks
to Wilkins of Henley they relocated it free of
charge. The organ now has pride of place in
the side room of the Village Hall and the hope
is that local people will enjoy playing it.

•

As the summer came to an end, so did the special Mythical Maze story times at Sonning Common
Library. A month of dragons, unicorns, trolls, monsters, yetis and other mythical creature stories,
thrilled up to 16 children each week.
The annual Summer Reading Challenge
was set up to encourage children to keep
reading during the long school holiday,
and this year’s theme of the ‘Mythical
Maze’ lent itself well to stories and crafts.
Volunteers made and sold cakes at the
library on Saturday mornings, to fund the
craft materials.

The volunteers are still learning the
ropes, so please be patient with them,
and with the staff, as they are all doing
their best to cope with the situation
they find themselves in.

•

Normal Saturday story times continue each
week at 10am, and the next special story
time will be on November 1st, with Bonfire
night as the theme for the morning.
The library is now running as a volunteer
supported community library. This means
that there is only ever one member of
staff on duty, and customers are being
encouraged to use the self-service
machines as much as possible, to avoid
queues at the counter. It is very important
to remember to bring your library card
with you!

LUNCH SPLENDIDO, MOLTE GRAZIE…
By 12.30pm on Friday 5 September some 66 villagers and
friends were eagerly crowding into the village hall for what
proved to be a very successful 5th Annual Village Lunch.
This year the theme was Italy and all things Italian.
The newly refurbished hall was decorated with flags and
bunting, posters of iconic Italian beaches and Venetian
waterways lined the walls, and the tables were attractively
laid up in colours of the Italian flag. Guests dipped Ciabatta
bread in oil and balsamic, ate melon and Parma ham, a
chicken casserole with salad and a deliciously light tiramisu.
All this washed down with Italian wine and followed with
coffee and sweets. Everyone appeared to have a good time
despite an extremely challenging pasta identification quiz.

The event raised almost £600 which is to be shared between
the new skate park and Village Gardeners. Chrissie Phillips
Tilbury, the organiser, said “a successful fund raising event is
always very satisfying but the bonus is to see so many people
thoroughly enjoying themselves in convivial surroundings”.
Very many thanks to Chrissie and Jill Vallis and their team
of cooks and helpers for giving up their time and skills to
provide such a fun afternoon. And thanks also to Margaret
and Elaine for generously covering the cost of hiring the
hall with a donation from Nottakwire. After every previous
Village Lunch Chrissie has said “not again” but I understand
she does have an idea for a theme for 2015.

•

Jo Stoves
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COMMUNITY NEWS

SAVE OUR BANK APPEAL IS IGNORED

The village’s NatWest branch closed
its doors at the end of August after 64
years, despite objections from nearly
1,000 local people.
NatWest said its decision was based
on declining branch customer usage
and rising trends in digital banking.
A spokesperson said: “We had to make
the difficult decision to close the branch
because the number of transactions taking
place had fallen by 30 per cent over the
last 3 years.
“This is because more and more of our
customers are using different ways to bank
with us, where and when it is convenient
for them. The branch was only open for
18 hours a week and only 29 customers
used it regularly, on a weekly basis.”
However, Parish Councillor Dirk Jones,
who organised a petition and protest
against the closure, claimed the decline
in available banking hours had been a
deliberate ploy by NatWest to reduce
the number of regular customers so
that the closure could be justified.
“NatWest is throwing in the towel. It is
not offering a service in the village any
more. We all feel very strongly about the
branch’s closure,” he said. “We won’t be
walked over.”
A peaceful protest took place outside the
branch on 21 July, organised by Councillor
Jones, which was attended by 40 to 50

4

petitioners, many of whom had been using
the branch for decades. Some customers
didn’t even live in the village.
One of the protesters, Carole Tanner,
said: “We live in Didcot but we come
here every day to see family and we use
the bank regularly. It’s nice to have a bit
of personal service.”
Her niece, Teresa Hopping, from Shiplake
Bottom, who had four separate accounts
at the bank, said the branch had been
queued to the door that Monday morning.
Many of the protesters said they used the
branch because it was convenient, easy
to park at - particularly for the elderly and
infirm - and because they were worried
about the security of online banking.
Customer Clifford Barrett, who owns
Stoke Row Garage, called NatWest’s
decision to close the branch “disgusting”.
He said he had been using the branch
since the early 1970s.

With the closure of the branch, first
opened by NatWest’s predecessor, the
National Provincial Bank, in November
1949, the building will be sold.
NatWest is hoping to install a cash
point machine in the village centre
and discussions are on-going as to
its new location.
A bank spokesperson said: “We do
understand that some of our customers do
not use the internet or mobile phone app
and prefer to be served over-the-counter.
As a result we have come to an agreement
with the Post Office so that customers
can withdraw cash, check balances and
pay money in free of charge at any of
the 11,500 Post Offices across the UK.”

•

Ros Varnes

Sue Frayling-Cork, who runs the Sonning
Common Village Hall Management
Committee, claimed NatWest was
adopting a ‘one box ticks all’ approach
to banking. “This is not satisfactory
when dealing with individual human
beings. We are very disappointed
with NatWest,” she said.
Gavin Owens, Chief Executive Officer
(CEO) for NatWest in Berkshire, received
the petition from a small group of
protesters. He refused to address the
crowd outside, remaining inside the
bank during the protest.

TIMBER!!!!
The felling of a diseased, weakened and
unsafe tree opposite the Village Hall.

COMMUNITY NEWS

THE VILLAGE CENTRE IS BUSY ENOUGH!

New housing developments in the village centre
are unwanted, parking is poor and features
like the flower-beds and telephone box should
be preserved, according to the majority of
residents who completed a recent survey.
Sonning Common Magazine (last edition)
encouraged residents to provide their
views on the shaping of the village centre
(It’s your village. What do you think?)
1. Do you support new housing
developments in the village centre?
Yes
17%
No
83%
Don’t know
0%
2. Should developers preserve village
centre features like the flower-beds
and telephone box?
Yes
96%
No
4%
Don’t know
0%
3. Parking in the village centre is:
Good
0%
Adequate
13%
Poor
87%
Here are some sample comments:
“Infill is acceptable within reason.
Too much could result in overcrowded
development.”
“I only support more development in
the village if it does not spoil the rural
atmosphere. I do not want anything
ugly or out of character.”
“Backyard development in a busy village
is ridiculous. The problems with large
lorries blocking the roads and buses is a
nightmare. It is also making parking very
difficult. Well done to the developers!”
“Parking in Wood Lane is a disgrace.
I hope we don’t lose the bus service
because of it.”
“On Wood Lane there is too much

traffic. We have a pretty village and
the gardeners have worked hard to
get it looking good but people still
park on yellow lines because they are
too lazy to walk from the car park.”
“The village does not need any
more traffic in it, it’s bad enough.”
“Disabled parking is needed by the
shops - not behind the village hall
where the distance to walk can be
too great.”
“The houses gained are few but
the land lost could serve the whole
village. A new car park is needed.”
“Further congestion in the village
centre will make the road through
more dangerous for pedestrians
and motorists. There is plenty of
alternative space for building
much-needed new homes.”
“Provide another car park in the
village centre and restrict parking
in Wood Lane.”

In addition, the district council is
currently considering an application to
build a new business unit with a flat
above it at the Green Lane/Wood Lane
corner, necessitating the re-siting of the
phone box. Sonning Common Parish
Council opposed all of these
developments on the grounds that they
would result in an over-development of
the village centre; be detrimental to its
character and use as a service centre;
and increase traffic and parking issues.
What happens now?
Sonning Common Magazine will provide
the survey results to Sonning Common
Parish Council, South Oxfordshire District
Council, Oxfordshire County Council
and current and future developers of
the village centre to inform them of
residents’ views.

•

Ros Varnes

“The village is congested and
overcrowded. Remove housing to the
outskirts in larger groups where services
will be included.”
“We need new housing and there is land
available in the village centre - better
there than on the outskirts, surely?”
What developments are taking place
in the village centre?
The building of two pairs of semidetached homes is underway behind
Occasions on Wood Lane. The developer
has recently applied to South Oxfordshire
District Council (SODC) to add four new
garages on-site.
The construction of six new homes is
due to begin on land behind the
chemist’s shop and indian restaurant.
Both of these applications were won on
appeal to a Government inspector.

Britain in Bloom
Result
We got a SILVER award!
A Big Thankyou to everyone who
worked so hard!
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Female Electrician

FIRST CHOICE FOR
THE PROFESSIONAL
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

*

Local - Honest – Reliable

• Competitive Trade
• Pricing
• Bulk Bags
• Specialist Insulation
• Stockists
• Indian Sandstone

Please call Jess

07870 507749
for all your
electrical needs

• Bricks/Blocks
• /Aggregates
• Trade Shop
• Plenty of Parking
• Web Offers!

Call 0118 972 2028 / Sat Nav RG4 8XA
Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com

*Terms and
*Conditions
*apply

Byways Dental Practice
Quality Care

Dedicated Team

Byways provides friendly and professional dental care
and is located in the tranquil surroundings of beautiful
Checkendon village. Our services include:

+ All aspects of general dentistry
+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics
+ NHS for children & anyone in
full-time education
+ Affordable payment plans
+ Flexible opening times
+ Ample free car parking

MAINTENANCE

Main St, Checkendon, RG8 0SP

Door & Window Fitting – Plumbing

Fitted Bathrooms – Floor & Wall Tiling – Fencing & Decking
Wood & Laminate Flooring– Sheds Supplied & Fitted
Garden Maintenance – Guttering & Flat Roofing etc…

FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114

Thamesvalley Footcare

To book an appointment or for more
information call us on 01491 680412
or email info@bywaysdental.co.uk
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GRAHAMS Painting & Decorating – Fascias & Soffits

Foot Health in Your Own Home
Patricia Spender MCFHP MAFHP

corns, callus, ingrown nails, nail cutting, care of diabetic foot

Tel 01491 680412

07733 320702 or 0118 984 1132
email: pat.spender@gmail.com

•Local,Reliable,Honest,ExperiencedContractor
•Estd.over30years
•Allelectricalworksundertakenincluding:new
build,extensions,re-wires.outside/gardenworks

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LIMITED
T. 07810 798798 / 0118 972 2767
E. wisepower@btinternet.com
W. wisepowerelectricalcontractors.co.uk

•Smallorlargeworks
•Testandinspect
•Firealarms

4 Mullens Terrace, Chazey Heath, Reading, RG4 9ES

Customer Satisfaction our Priority

OxfordshireSchoolsandNHSTrustApprovedContractor.
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NOTICEBOARD

Apple Day
Celebrations
Orchard Ope

n Day
SUNDAY 12 OCTO
BER 2014 / 10AM
-5PM
Cross Lanes Frui
t Farm, Mapledur
ham, RG4 7UW
Apple tasting, fre
sh juice plus tea
and refreshments
Guided orchard
.
walks at 11am, 12
.30pm, 2pm and
3.30pm. Bee keep
ing and apple ga
mes for children.
Visit our Farm sh
op open Wedne
sday to Sunday
10am to 6pm, or
the Farmers mar
ket in Henley.
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WOOD LANE DENTISTRY

Patient forum / Team of volunt
eers

required

No more than 1-2 meetings per
year. Your role would be
to represent the patients and
help shape the services
that we offer. We are committ
ed to being a positive part
of this community. For further
details/expressions of
interest write to vik.chugani@w
oodlanedentistry.co.uk
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New volunteers nee
ded
Volunteer to join the
friendly team of
room guides

Tessa Blake, the Hous
e Steward, explains
why
extra help is needed
: ‘Now that the prope
rty is open
almost every day of
the year, extra volun
teers are needed
to allow the house to
open fully to the publi
c and
provide them with the
best possible visitor
experience.
Volunteering at Grey
s Court is a great op
portunity to
meet likeminded pe
ople and engage wi
th
the public
about the property’s
fascinating history an
d collections’.
No prior experience
is needed. Full traini
ng and
support will be given
. Contact 01491 6280
04
or email tessa.blake@
nationaltrust.org.uk
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Singing is great
fun…
want to join us?
The South Chilter
n Choral society
has a new
Musical Director
, Paul Burke, and
we
invite
you to be a part
of this new era fo
r our choir.
We are a mixed
voice choir, rehe
arsing locally
in Sonning Com
mon on Monday
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British Legio
n Women p
resent

Christmas
Bazaar

Saturday 1
November
2014
9 to 12 noon
at Batten H
ouse
Including a
Tombola
Proceeds in
aid of the B
enevolent F
und

Friendly Fridays in the Library
Everyone welcome from 10am

SCRABBLE 3 & 10 OCTOBER
7 & 14 NOVEMBER
T’,
‘KNIT & NATTER’, ‘CROCHET & CHA
R
OBE
OCT
31
&
AND ‘SEW & SO’ 17, 24
21 & 28 NOVEMBER
OR just come for coffee/tea and a

chat!
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T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING

Friendly & Reliable
Taxi Service

Based in Sonning Common

07796 688477

•Installation •Maintenance •Service •Repair
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade &
adaptations, power flush.
Hot water cylinder replacement.
All plumbing work undertaken.
Bath/Shower rooms, water softeners-salt supplied.
•No call out charge •Free estimates •Fully insured

Tel: 0118 9724097
Mob: 07800 914 880

225032

Shaun Guard

TV AERIAL SERVICES
Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied
TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned
Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114
A part of

any age & any style
…..and all in the comfort of your
own home……

Ring Maureen on

0118 972 1074
Providing a professional and friendly legal service to the
local community and beyond for over 80 years!

Conveyancing
 Landlord & Tenant
 Company & Commercial
 Directors & Shares
 Employment
 Wills & Probate
Goring: 01491 879100
Pangbourne: 0118 9842266
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info@richardwilsonlong.co.uk
www.richardwilsonlong.co.uk

With electrical services ranging from:
Lighting / Power upgrades
Full / Part Rewires
Fault finding and repairs
Full Electrical Safety/ Landlords Inspections
All to suit the exact requirements of our clients.

0118 9724108 - www.hhpelectrical.co.uk
info@hhpelectrical.co.uk

Family Hairdressing

 Residential & Commercial

Whatever your electrical needs are, HHP Electrical can
help…

 Trusts & Tax
 Powers of Attorney
 Divorce & Family
 Mediation
 Disputes
 Debt Collection
 Notarial Services
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Club SC news
THE WOW FACTOR AT CLUB SC
Circus skills

Driving Simulator Day

Club SC enjoyed a fantastic evening
in June, run by ‘Shooting Stars’ circus
skills. The trainer was brilliant and it was
amazing to see how much progress one
could make on stilts, indeed some even
graduated from the ‘baby’ stilts to using
the very high ones with no support!

In August, youngsters were treated to
a driver awareness course specifically
designed for young people who are
not yet on the roads. Two state of the
art driving simulators were set up in
the youth club and they pitted their
skills against the computer to see how
well they could drive with and without
distractions. Much fun was had by all
who attended.

Exotic animals
Younger members of Club SC were treated
to an evening of exotic animals from
Dr Love of Highdown School and watched,
fascinated, a snake eat a mouse and were
able to hold tortoises, lizards and snakes.

Beat boxing
Older members of Club SC enjoyed
an evening of ‘beat boxing’, where all
drum and song sounds are made by one
person using only their mouth and vocal
chords to create a fascinating musical
sound. ‘Pieman,’ an award winning beat
boxer, ran a workshop showing - how
to make bass drum, snare, hi hat and
‘record scratch’ sounds with their own
mouths! So listen out for some unusual
sounds in the village!

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIP
AWARD
Nottakwire are proud to
announce that they have been
awarded the “Community
Partnership Award” by
Oxfordshire Youth Community
Link Up Volunteer Awards 2014.
This is in recognition of (our)
contribution to Club SC.

Club SC nurtures Ultimate Frisbee
GB Champion
Conner Limbrick, 15 from Sonning
Common is now a world champion
Ultimate Frisbee player thanks to a
taster session held last year at Club
SC. Conner has honed his skills and
was selected for the GB team in
May. He jetted off to Lecco, Italy to
compete in the Ultimate Frisbee World
Championships with the under 17s squad.
They beat off stiff competition to bring
gold home to the UK as World Junior
Ultimate Champions 2014. Club SC
are extremely proud of Conner and
thrilled with his success in the sport.

Young Leaders training
Max Maughan, Alex Jolly and Calum
Bulloch attended a ‘Young Leaders’
training course, run by our umbrella
organisation, Oxfordshire Youth,
where they took part in team building
and survival activities such as high
ropes, raft building and bush craft.
Support for our young people to be
qualified youth leaders is important
to Club SC and the bonus is their
qualification can be to put to good
use at the Club.

•

BECKY JENKINS, Youth Leader

A MOST INSPIRING VOLUNTEER
Billy Donovan, long standing volunteer
at Club SC, Sonning Common Youth Club
has won the ‘Most Inspiring Volunteer’
award at the Oxfordshire Youth
Volunteer celebration.
Becky Jenkins, Youth Leader at Club
SC nominated him ‘We are so thankful
to have Billy volunteering at Club SC.
He has the ability to talk to young
people and volunteers on all levels.
Billy has gone from being a builder
to a trainee teacher and is using his
experience at the club to help him
prepare for his new career’.
Billy is one of many volunteers who help at
the Youth Club and contribute to its
success. Others such as Adam Negus, our
community first responder, was ‘pipped at
the post’ for ‘Volunteer of the year’.

BECKY JENKINS, Youth Leader

Club SC are currently looking for
volunteers to help on Wednesday
and/ or Thursday evenings. Can you
help us? Just two evenings a month
would help to keep the club running…
beckyclubsc@hotmail.co.uk

Billy receiving his award from Andrea
Tiganescu, Volunteer Officer at
Oxfordshire Youth.

•
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Not all Estate Agents are
the same … but don’t just
take our word for it …
“ I found everyone at Bridges professional. They were very respectful
of our difficult situation and were always consistent in giving
feedback. From my interaction with the staff I could tell that their
aim is to provide an excellent service and therefore I would highly
recommend them.”
MS J RITCHIE
Kidmore Lane, Sonning Common

“ I had originally instructed another agent without success and I
decided to go with Bridges due to their personal service. And I was
not disappointed – the entire team were proactive not only in
getting potential buyers through the door but in driving the sale
through to the end.”
MS A BROWN
Baskerville Road, Sonning Common

“ Thank you all for the excellent service that we received during
the sale of our property. You handled the matter very efficiently
and your staff were helpful and friendly. We would gladly
recommend your services to anyone wishing to buy or sell a house
in Sonning Common.”
MR & MRS B ASHLEY
Widmore Lane, Sonning Common

“ Bridges were very professional throughout the sales process which
was a marked difference to some of the competition. I would
recommend Andy & his team to anybody looking to sell in the
Sonning Common area.”
MR A HARDING
Kennylands Road, Sonning Common

1 Church Road Caversham Reading RG4 7AA

0118 946 2121
www.bridgesproperty.co.uk
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PROTECT RURAL
OXFORDSHIRE (PRO)
Did you know that current plans for the
county include 80,000 new jobs, 90,000
more residents and 100,000 more houses –
all within the next 17 years? This proposed
growth in housing is the equivalent of every
town and village increasing in size by 40%.
The Oxfordshire Branch of the Campaign to
Protect Rural England is concerned about
how the speed and scale of this development
could cause irretrievable damage to our
landscape and local communities, and the
impact it will have on already over-stretched
services and infrastructure particularly in
rural areas.
It has launched a campaign – Protect Rural
Oxfordshire (PRO) - to fight for a more
sustainable vision for the future of the county.

www.cpreoxon.org.uk

THE BUGBEAR OF PARKING

WOOD LANE DENTISTRY CAR PARK

Many thanks to all our patients for your continued feedback, this helps us to focus on
the things that matter to you. Without doubt the biggest bugbear has been parking.
Many of you have found yourself late for appointments as you have been unable to find
parking only to find the waiting room virtually empty.
In order to help deal with your concerns you will have noticed that we have put
up new signs in the car park to indicate the spaces owned by the practice. We
will also soon require all patients parking there to collect a permit from reception
to place on the dashboard of your car. This will help us to monitor those people
abusing the parking spaces.
If you arrive and are unable to find parking you can contact the reception and
we will let you double park those cars.
Many of you had requested a clamping scheme but we feel this would be too
draconian for a village dental practice. We will of course keep parking under
review and are happy to accept suggestions.

•

Vik Chughani

SOUTH CHILTERN CHORAL SOCIETY:

NEW MUSICAL DIRECTOR/CONDUCTOR
Following the retirement of Gwyn Arch, the
South Chiltern Choral Society is proud to
announce the appointment of Paul Burke as
the new Musical Director/Conductor.
Born in London, Paul studied with
Robert Saxton at Worcester College,
Oxford, and with Paul Patterson at the
Royal Academy of Music.
Work for choirs has been a significant
part of Paul’s output. Highlights
include “Tribus Miraculis” – which was
premiered by Salisbury Cathedral Choir

and featured in Choir & Organ magazine
– and “Fare Thee Well”, which appears
on a critically acclaimed Naxos disc of
folksong arrangements.
His music is in Cathedrals and Churches
across the UK, and broadcast on BBC
Radio 3, Channel 4, and Classic FM.
Members of the South Chiltern Choral
Society will start rehearsing with Paul
from September.

David Doidge

•
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Red Kite Electrical
Top quality electrical & Solar PV installations

Now back working in Sonning
Common and the South Chilterns
CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk
www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk
0118 907 1834
0788 273 7402

Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied
Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

WESTWOOD MASSAGE AND BEAUTY
Facials / Manicure / Pedicure / Eyebrow and
Eyelash tinting / Waxing / Swedish Massage /
Hot Stone Massage / Aromatherapy Massage /
Indian Head Massage
Competitive prices, special offers and gift vouchers
Mobile appointments also available
Westwood House, Hillcrest Lane, Peppard Common, RG9 5JF

westwoodmassage@hotmail.com
or call Bethan on 07921 458601

Kennylands Gymnastics
(formally Thames Valley
Gymnastics Club) offer
a range of classes for
boys and girls of all
ages. Classes cater
for preschool, recreation,
freestyle gymnastics as well
as competitive gymnastics for those who
express the talent and desire. Parties are
also available on weekends and we even
provide an opportunity for adults who wish to
have a go themselves.
Contact us: Kennylands Gymnastics
Bird Wood Court, Sonning Common, Oxon, RG4 9RF
T: 0118 9724 401 / 07846 185 905
E: kennylandsgymnastics@hotmail.com

www.westwoodmassage.co.uk

www.kennylandsgymnastics.com

HEIGHTS
Tree Care
• All Aspects of Tree Work
• Hedge Cutting
• Private and Commercial
Fully Qualiﬁed Professionals
£5 Million Public Liability Insurance
Laurence Williams
Phone: 0118 9484274
Mobile: 07813 586 735
Email: info@heightstreecare.co.uk
Web Site: www.heightstreecare.co.uk

Graham
Blake
soft furnishing
•
•
•
•

Loose Covers
Curtains
Re-upholstery
Carpets

•
•
•
•

Conservatory Blinds
Quilted Bedspreads
Tracks & Poles
Plantation Shutters

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please telephone

01844 261 769
07802 213 381
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www.grahamblake.com
Established Family Business
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POORS’ LAND CHARITY
By

DIANA PEARMAN

The Original ‘Sonning Common’ is
outlined in Blue and was enclosed
in 1820, following the ‘Inclosure
Act’ of 1816.

Poor’s Land - Farmland,
Allotments and small goatpaddock. Set aside for the
‘poor’ when enclosing the
wider Common in 1820.

The larger Common was bounded
by Gallowstree Rd, the edge of
Old Copse, Woodlands Rd, Wood
Lane and Reades Lane.

The Poors’ Land charity continues to exist in
2014 in the ancient Liberty of Eye and Dunsden,
which includes most of Sonning Common. Many
residents may well be unaware of its existence.
Each year there is a distribution of money, at
least £50, to anyone who qualifies. Two of the
Poors’ Land Charity trustees live in the village and
an application should be made to them by the
DEADLINE 25 October 2014.
MISS JO HUNT, 18 Grove Road
MR LEIGH RAWLINS, 6 Woodlands Road

This charity has an interesting history
dating back to the early 19th century.
Enclosure is a familiar strand running
through the history of the English
countryside. It can be summarised as a
one thousand year process of replacement
of the Anglo-Saxon system of open fields
and common land by the present system
of privately owned enclosed fields. The
peasants who worked under the open
field system were allocated strips of land
which could be spread across a huge area
which was unproductive and inefficient.
As farming methods improved with the
introduction of machinery it was realised
that enclosed fields would make farming
far more productive. So the enclosure acts
were passed by parliament and enforced

across the country during the early 1800’s.
At this time Sonning parish comprised
four “liberties”: Sonning Town; Earley; Eye
and Dunsden; and Woodley and Sandford.
Sonning was an unusually large parish
with a large river running through the
middle of it. As it straddled the Thames,
it comprised parts of Oxfordshire and
parts of Berkshire. The extent of the parish
from north to south, which is to say from
Sonning Common as far as the valley of
the River Loddon south of Lower Earley,
was some eleven miles - which meant that
for some it was a very long walk to church.

8 April 1816, we find the following notice:
The Proprietors of Estates within
the parish of Sonning, in Berks and
Oxon, are requested to meet at the
White Hart, near Sonning Bridge,
on Friday the 19th day of April inst.
At twelve o’clock, for the purpose
of conferring upon and adjusting
the provisions of the Bill now before
Parliament for Inclosing the Open
Commonable Lands and Waste
Grounds within the said parish.

JOHN ROBERTS
Clearly it proved possible to make
the adjustments in a satisfactory way,

because the Act was passed shortly
afterwards, and the next stage in the
process began. This involved the posting
of a notice in the Reading Mercury on 22
July 1816, calling a meeting. It took until
August before an Act for Inclosing Lands
in the parish of Sonning, in the counties of
Berks and Oxford,” was passed.
After the common land disappeared with
the enclosures of the early 19th century,
the scattered families of Sonning
Common continued to work on local
farms. Until the end of the century little
changed and who owned the land they
worked on mattered little; agricultural
labourers were beholden to the farmer
who rented the land.
However in many places across the
country there were riots and long periods
of unrest, particularly because the
common land where anyone could graze
their animals had been enclosed into fields
for agricultural purpose. It was recognised
that it would certainly be prudent to
temper unpopular measures of enclosure
with some form of compensation.
A typical form of compensation for
enclosure was the setting up of “fuel
charities” deriving their income from
parcels of land retrieved from enclosures
and known as “the poors’ land”. This
is the origin of the Poors’ Land charity
which still exist today.

•
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NDP FOR SONNING COMMON
SON SITE STATUS REPORT

The first draft of the Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) has been completed and will be available for residents’ views
and comments, at a display in the village hall on 15 and 16 November 2014.
Under the SODC Core Strategy 2027, 138 new homes have been allocated to Sonning Common (SC). The NDP has drafted
proposals for the number of homes on each SON site. Residents most affected by these developments have been invited
to meetings to give feedback on the site proposals.
However, the latest Government requirement, known as the Strategic Housing Market Assessment (SHMA)
may result in more homes being allocated to SC and these would need to be built by 2031, under a new
SODC Local Plan. SODC have advised the NDPWP to make provision for a reserve allocation of extra
homes for Sonning Common.

BARRIE GREENWOOD Chairman NDPWP

Old Copse Field SON 1
Proposal: Status to remain as farmland and to be
confirmed by NDP

Bishopswood Middle Field SON 2
Proposal: 50 homes
Residents: Will be consulted on proposal in October
Access: Via SON 3 onto Reade’s Lane

Memorial Hall Field SON 3
Proposal: Community Sports space
Residents: Will be consulted on proposals in October
Access: Onto Reade’s Lane

Chiltern Edge Top Field SON 15a
Proposal: 37 homes
Residents: Consulted on proposals 7 June 2014
Access: Onto Reade’s Lane

Chiltern Edge Lower Field SON 15b
Proposal: Not included in the NDP as a preferred site

Kennylands Paddock SON 5
Proposal: Not included in the NDP as a
preferred site

Kidmore End Valley Field SON 4

Kennylands Road In-fill SON 6

WITHDRAWN by Landowner

Proposal: 26 homes
Residents: Consulted on proposals 4 June 2014
Access: Onto Kennylands Road one entrance
and one exit
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Blounts Court Road SON 13
WITHDRAWN by Landowner

Widmore Heights SON 14
WITHDRAWN by Landowner

Blackmore Rise SON 12
Proposal: Not included in the NDP as a preferred site

Peppard Road In-fill SON 11
Proposal: Not included in the NDP as a preferred site

Young Wood Valley Field SON 10
Proposal: Not included in the NDP as a preferred site

Lea Meadow SON 9
Proposal: NDP has recommended 47 homes
(Bewley Homes unilateral application to build 82 houses
submitted August 2014)

Residents: Consulted on proposals 7 June 2014
Access: Onto Peppard Road

Thames Valley Gym SON 8
Proposal: To remain as a Gym
Map not to scale

Hagpits SON 7
Proposal: 30 homes across 2 ownerships (25 on SON 7 + 5 on SON 7a)
Residents: Consulted on proposals 10 June 2014
Access: Onto Kennylands Road
17

Property Maintenance
Plumbing, Electrics, Decorating,
Woodwork, Roofing, Brickwork, Drains,
Kitchens and Bathrooms
All Exterior, Groundworks and Garden work

Property Management & Lettings
Please call Roger on

07752 759908

colbeckproperty@gmail.com
TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

TOMALIN & SON
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

A Family Owned Funeral Service

For more information, contact

T e l: ( 0 1 4 9 1 ) 5 7 3 3 7 0

T e l: ( 0 1 4 9 1 ) 5 7 3 3 7 0

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD
HENLEY-ON-THAMES
RG9 1AG

£40 John Lewis Voucher
or
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care
with each plan taken out on production of this advert

Pranic Healing
Jerry Cole
Sonning Common Electrician
Telephone: 07834 346 487
E-mail: jjcelecservltd@talktalk.net
Website: www.jjcelecservltd.co.uk
• Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires
• New installation work
• Fuse board changes
• Electrical Inspection
• Landlord Certificates

A simple, powerful & effective system of non‐touch
energy healing developed by Master Choa Kok Sui.
It is based on the principle that the body is capable of
healing itself from many different physical & emotional
imbalances.
Anyone can benefit from Pranic Healing – even
your pets!

07736 298206
www.ukpranic‐healing.co.uk
sjpranichealing@gmail.com

PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES
We stock all types of
 Animal Feed
 Frozen Meat
 Farm Feeds
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We Stock Products for
 Animal Well Being
 Wild Birds
 Ponds
 Farm Animals
 Domestic Animals
 Wild life
 Toys and Beds

We have been trading in the village for over 40 years
We have old fashioned friendly Service
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00

You may be surprised
we now stock

COME AND SEE US !!

43a Wood Lane
Sonning Common RG4 9SJ

0118 9723495
Email

interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk

Open......Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat)
9am to 4pm Weds
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols

Also We Sell
MEMBERSHIP for
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD
ANGLING CLUB

YOUTH ZONE
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HELLO EVERYONE,
It’s Zack here. I hope you enjoyed your summer holiday and will tell
me what you did at junioreditor@sonningcommonmagazine.org
I went to Greece – it is so hot there I was like the hottest potato
you ever touched! Now it is back to school and I’m already thinking
about Christmas. If you are too, why not book your tickets to see
a pantomime at the Kenton Theatre? Details are below.
Until next time,

ZACK

MY TIP
Guess what? I have a secret minecraft
tip you can only find out on my second
ever video on YouTube.
To get there, type in ‘minecraft snapshot
1.8 Zack H’ and go to page 3 and find a
fox picture. Press on it and press video,
then touch the video named minecraft
snapshot 1.8 channel 2 or how to make
your own trainer with pokemon mod.
P.S. The tip is the snapshot to get
update 1.8, so watch the second one
for the tip.

•

WHAT AM I UP TO?
I am making videos and putting
them on YouTube so if you ever
see a picture of a cute minecraft
fox or find a video with Zack H as
the name of the video’s creator,
please watch it.
I’d really like it if you’d post a
comment and leave a like. If
you make videos, tell me at
junioreditor@sonningcommon
magazine.org and I will write
about them so you get extra
views and likes.

BOOKREVIEW
The Last Wild
by Piers Torday

My best friend, Finlay
Harris, gave this to me for
my birthday and it’s really
good and interesting. It’s
about a boy who can’t
speak but finds out he can
talk through his mind to animals. Unfortunately,
there are no animals left in the world… or are there?
I’m giving it 5 stars, and think older readers would
like it.

•

•

SNOW WHITE AND THE
SEVEN DWARFS
Would you like to see a
pantomime that just has
children in, instead of adults?
You should ask your parents
if they’ll take you to see the
Henley Children’s Theatre
show, Snow White and the
Seven Dwarfs. It’ll be at the
Kenton Theatre from 31
December 2014 to 4 January
2015 and will be really good.
Oh yes, and I’m in it too!

•
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A SPANISH PERSPECTIVE

ON SONNING COMMON
We are a Catalan family of four who live in
Mataró, a coastal town near Barcelona and in
August we had the most wonderful experience
in the charming village of Sonning Common.
At the beginning of the year, we decided
that we would do a home exchange in
the summer to the UK. It was our first
time, and we were very lucky to find the
loveliest family willing to come to Mataró:
the Quintons. A family with whom, after so
many emails and messages before, during
and after our holiday, we have become
good friends!
On 25 July at Gatwick airport we met
and talked to our exchange family. Then,
following their instructions, we drove to
Sonning Common where we found what
was going to be our home for almost
three weeks. How excited we all were to
discover a perfect English house with an
amazing garden and everything we could
possibly wish for!
We already knew that the village was in an
excellent location, and that we would be
able to visit all the touristic places around:
Historical Oxford, breathtaking London,
lovely Henley with its river, the familyfriendly museum in Reading, the amazing
National Trust houses... and we did. We
enjoyed each of these visits. What we did
not expect, and were gratefully surprised
to find in Sonning Common, was such a
warm community with so many interesting
things to do.

In the first week of our stay, we went

through lovely fields while enjoying the

on a bike ride following a little tour

most interesting conversation. On the day

recommended in the Sonning Common

of our departure we had the best breakfast

Magazine, a ride that took us to the

possible. We went to “The Bay Trees” and

historical pub “The White Horse”, where

enjoyed their delicious scones with clotted

the parents enjoyed a refreshing beer and

cream and a lovely cup of real tea served

the children some crisps and juice. Soon

in delicate china cups and saucers. We felt

after that, we learnt that the community

just like a wealthy aristocratic family from

organizes some activities that we could

the 19th century!

do, so on Saturday morning, we decided
to go to the local library; it was story
time, and our children, Ona (8) and Adrià
(10) listened to some wonderful tales and
did some arts and crafts with the other
children there, helped by the friendly
librarians. Another great activity was
organized by the Ashmolean museum,
where the children heard an amazing

To finish our perfect stay we had another
pleasant surprise when we went to have
a look at the charity shop: they had
organized an activity for the children and
they welcomed us with juice, coffee and
biscuits. Our children made some bracelets
and funny monsters and the volunteers let
them choose a book to take home!

story about a dragon and learnt a great

All in all, we can say that we really enjoyed

deal about plants, animals and history.

our stay in Sonning Common and that

After that, while the children were making

we felt really sad about having to leave.

colourful paper dragons, we met some

However, we know that we will always

lovely Sonning Commoners who told us

remember our time in this village and hope

about the place and the history of some of

that the friendship that links us to Sonning

its houses. An invite for tea and dinner by

Common will bring us back very soon!

a lovely family which started a friendship

•

that we hope will last.
In the library as well we found another
activity organized by the community: “the
Health Walks”. We definitely had to try
them. The next Saturday afternoon it was
pouring with rain so we thought it would
be postponed (in our country, when it
rains, we stay in!) but it was not, so we
missed it... We were luckier the following
Saturday and had the most pleasant walk

Family Valls (Ingrid, Adrià, Ona & Alex)
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FROM GUICHAINVILLE-ST. LUC

TO SONNING COMMON
By

JO QUINTON

The twinning group is delighted to
report on the second visit to Sonning
Common of a party of villagers from
our twin village of Guichainville-St. Luc,
Normandy, France. The group of 16
French arrived in separate vehicles late
in the evening of Friday 18 July and were
then ferried to their respective hosts all
over the village. In some cases this was
the second time hosts have welcomed
the same guests here but mostly it was a
first visit from the French, having hosted
a group of 20 English in September 2013.
The next morning we awoke to high
temperatures but drizzle, which
fortunately soon cleared in time for our
quiz of Reading, starting and ending in
Forbury Gardens and taking in the abbey

connection to be formed. Guichainville –
St. Luc has particularly strong table tennis
and fencing clubs, is a village slightly

ruins, marketplace and almshouses.
This was kindly prepared for us by Dave
Robinson, History teacher at Chiltern
Edge. A picnic on the banks of the
Thames followed, before returning to
Sonning Common to prepare for the
evening’s entertainment; a barn dance
and barbecue at the primary school,
which was enjoyed by all.

•

smaller than ours, but with lots going on.

If anyone is interested in getting involved
and potentially going to the village next
time please contact joquinton@gmail.com

The weather was still good by Sunday
lunchtime, when after a hearty breakfast
we all met together at the Village Hall
to unveil the plaque inside the entrance,
celebrating the new connection between
our two villages. As we waved our visitors
off, thoughts turned to the future and how
our links will continue. My personal hope
is for some sporting or other community

The
Palms

BEAUTY & HOLISTIC
THERAPIST I.T.E.C
Tel: 07801 745996
Email: esme_c@hotmail.co.uk
8 Butlers Yard, Peppard
eppard Common, RG9 5EL

Facials • Manicure
• Pedicure • Gel Polish
• Waxing • Massage
• Lash & Brow Treatments
• Make-up • Holiday Packages

Call Esme to book an
appointment on

07801 745996

Every Thursday, 7 - 7.45pm
St Michaels Church Hall, Peppard Road
Sonning Common, RG4 9SU

Call Esme on 07801 745996
or email esme_c@hotmail.co.uk
For more information visit

Classes are just £5.00
Pay as you go!
No experience required, just a fun way
to exercise at your own pace!

www.danceconcepts.co.uk
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“We turn feelings into flowers”

42 Wood Lane • Sonning Common • RG4 9SL

0118 972 1240

0777 179 0916

www.brambles-sonning-common.co.uk

Fed up with limescale?
A Water Softener
would be your solution
Compass Water Softeners
SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
0118 972 3773

0118 941 0869 0796 700 9838

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk
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Outstanding Natural Beauty

Studio One

Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting,
eyebrow shaping, make-up,
Jessica manicures & pedicures,
Aromatherapy facials.

Tel: 0118 9723157

Classic Pilates, Hatha and Kabinga Yoga,
StudioBarre and StudioStretch

Janet Copp I.H.B.C
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common

Studio One, Hayden Farm, Nuffield,
info@studioone.uk.com, www.studioone.uk.com

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE

Property Consultants

For all your property maintenance requirements:
Decorating - inside and out
Paper Hanging
Carpentry - including door easing & hanging
Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal
Plumbing - leaking taps etc.
Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design
Hedge Cutting & Planting

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

Pass on your TO DO list

0118 947 4600

ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560

George Chilvers and Nigel Price

FRICS

www.highmoorcross.co.uk
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FROM LIME

TO PINK
Many residents will have been surprised that
only a few weeks after the much heralded
launch of the new ‘Lime’ gas powered buses
on route 2 that suddenly, or so it seemed,
the buses went ‘Pink’ and became route 25!
Councillor Colin Reynolds, who has a
watching brief on local transport as
part of his role as Parish Councillor
and member of the Neighbourhood
Development Plan working party, had
various email communications with James
Freeman, Chief Executive Officer of
Reading Transport earlier this summer.
This article includes extracts from James
Freeman’s responses, shown in italics.
Councillor Reynolds question concerned
the recent significant changes to our
bus route.
This is a good question and deserves a
detailed response. The reality is that these
changes are not in fact very significant
at all and most people will see little if any
change to their service.
As you know, the Lime routes were
introduced earlier this year in order to
stimulate new traffic on the old Vitality
route, with the help of new buses and
a new image – as well as putting extra
resources into the timetable to improve
reliability.
The new look and feel of the service
did indeed increase overall use by more
than 10%, so to that extent it worked –
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although because of the extra costs (it
had to use 6 buses instead of the previous
5 to counteract slower journey times
caused by congestion) the route still lost
quite a lot of money.

anyway. The important thing is that the

The timing of the Lime routes’
introduction was driven by the delivery
of the new buses. We always knew that
at some stage the route would need
to be split at Reading town centre to
improve reliability, but this could only be
done when the rest of the Reading town
service network changed, because of the
interaction of services . By this I mean, for

after 7 July is pretty much the same as

example, that the Lime route formed part
of the combined service for Grove Road.
(Editor’s note: that is Grove Road, Emmer
Green not our Grove Road)

reliability of the service.

No sooner had we launched the new buses
and the new image then we learned that
Reading Borough Council’s reconstruction
works on Reading Bridge were likely to
cause delays and congestion for a lengthy
period this summer and through to next
March potentially. So we decided that we
had better make the move sooner rather
than later.
The introduction date of 7 July was driven
by the date when the rest of our network
changed for the start of the summer
season. In fact the changes for Sonning
Common residents are confined to a
change of route number from 2 to 25 and
colour from Lime to Pink and the fact
that the buses will no longer cross the
town centre to Burghfield and Mortimer,
which very few people take advantage of

times of buses and level of service to and
from Sonning Common is almost exactly
the same as it was.
To conclude and to recap, the service
it was before 7 July – with the exception
that if people do want to go to Bath Road
or beyond, then they need to change
buses in the town centre, and they will be
riding in pink gas buses rather than lime
gas buses. We hope and expect that not
being connected to services on the other
side of the town will improve the overall

My thanks to James Freeman for allowing
these extracts to be reproduced for the
SC Magazine.

•
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TOM FORT

Sport is life
Playing sport has been a huge part of my
life, and – despite advancing years and
accelerating decrepitude – it still is. Aged
12, I brandished my little bat, and I was Ted
Dexter, England’s cricketing hero against the
West Indian pace barrage. With my football I
was Manchester United’s Dennis Law, without
the Scottish accent or – more to the point –
one percent of his talent.

escaped your attention that this village

it, we need to make a compelling case

of ours – so splendid in so many ways – is

to the powers-that-be, to proclaim

woefully provided with sporting facilities.

loud and clear that this village

Later rugby eclipsed football, but there

We have a cricket club, but no cricket

was always cricket. Then I became too

ground. Our football club plays elsewhere.

creaky for rugby, but I continue to play

We have no sports hall – nowhere for

cricket, even though these days I move

badminton or table tennis or netball. A

about as fast in the field as the hand on

village of this size which flourishes in so

the clock on the village hall.

many ways needs and deserves more.

Team sports and individual sports have

Now there is an opportunity, via the

given me joy and taught me so much.

Neighbourhood Development Plan, to

But there cannot be sport without

secure land to meet this need. It is no

somewhere to play it. And it will not have

done deal, but there is a chance. To take

Some years back the then parish council
disposed of the Bishopswood playing
fields. There were two cricket grounds
there as well as football. Now there is
just a junior football club that does a

demands the facilities that its status
warrants. To that end, I’m asking every
household that receives this magazine
to take a little time and to fill in the
questionnaire below.

•

magnificent job but is wholly independent
of Sonning Common.

LEISURE AND RECREATION SURVEY
How would you assess the sport/recreational facilities in
Sonning Common - poor/adequate/good? (please circle one
of these)

Please list any other facilities that you think our expanding
village deserves?

In your opinion which of these are the most important? Please
rank in order of preference, 1 as the favourite and so on.















Aerobics
Badminton
Basketball
Cricket
Dance
Fitness suite
MUGA (all weather pitch)
Netball
Pilates
Softball
Swimming Pool
Table tennis
Yoga

Please return your questionnaire to the Village Hall letter
box or scan your responses and email deputyclerk@
sonningcommonparishcouncil.org
Many thanks from the NDP working party. This information
will be extremely helpful.
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Organising an event ?
Need admission tickets ?
or Fund Raising Draw Tickets ?

JUST TICKETS

®

Your one stop local ticket printers
23 Wood Lane
Sonning Common
0845 126 0631
sales@just-tkts.com
www.just-tkts.com

Tai Chi and Qigong Classes
Would you like to feel more relaxed, healthier in mind, body and spirit?
Do you need to improve your balance, coordination or strength?
Want to improve your overall sense of wellbeing?
Ideal for all ages and any fitness level
Tuesday Evenings 19:00 - 20:30 in Sonning Common Village Hall
Call Karen on 07867 954 786 or see www.karenpounds.co.uk
Tuesdays Mornings (term-time only) 09:30 – 10:30 in Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Call Debbie on 07802 347 943 or see www.debbiepage.org
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DID YOU KNOW?

BEHIND THE SCENES

AT THE CHARITY SHOP

MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE
The Message in a bottle pack comprises;
A Bottle
A Form
2 Stickers

•
•
•

1. Complete the form
providing medical data
and next of kin contact
details.

2. Put it into the bottle
supplied and place
in the door
compartment of
your fridge.
By

JOAN GRUMMANT

The Christian Community Action
(CCA) shop in Sonning Common is
looking for ways of generating new
income to support their work and
also maintain their buildings, for
roof repairs at the moment. But this
money would then be diverted away
from community initiatives, so it is
searching for some very necessary
new donors and sponsors.
CCA is a Reading based charity which
offers practical help to those in need
in the Reading area. The flourishing
shop in Sonning Common, one of
five in the area, is a real anchor
for the movement and is very well
supported by local residents. It has a
big turnover of donated goods and is
run by manager Jenny Esslemont and
eighteen regular volunteers. The shop
works on a three week cycle to sell the
goods so there is always something
new and interesting. In fact the shop
is so well supported that some of the
goods are spread out to their other
shops, where they may be struggling
for goods.
Jenny and Mireille Haviland
(Community Relationship Manager
and Fundraiser for all the shops) spoke
about their plans, ‘We want to further
develop the support in the community
side of our work and thereby establish
a really strong local network’. As
well as fulfilling a real social need of a
place for people to visit and talk that
encourages friendship and caring, the

CCA also offers practical help to
those on low incomes or benefits. It
has a furniture outlet at Silver Street
that provides good quality restored
items at reasonable prices. Support
centres also provide kitchen and
bedding packs, household goods and
baby equipment.
The CCA provides work placements
to people needing to make that
leap to paid employment. It receives
referrals from Yeldall Manor Drug and
Alcohol Rehabilitation Centre and New
Directions. In the last year twelve of
the volunteers have gained the selfconfidence and self-esteem necessary
to secure paid employment.
New volunteers would be very
welcome. It is a very enterprising and
welcoming shop that provides such
an essential service in our village and
beyond.

•

3. The Emergency
Services will know to
look for it in the event
of being called to your
home.
4. They will be alerted by
the use of the two special
Green Emergency/Green
Cross stickers. One is stuck
on your fridge door.
5. The other sticker is
placed on the inside of
your front door.

All Emergency Services are aware of the
Lions Message in a Bottle scheme, and will
locate the bottle and pass it on to a doctor
or hospital personnel in an emergency.
As a minimum it will save the Emergency
Services valuable time identifying you
and your emergency contacts. By telling
whether you have special medication or
allergies or not, it is a potential lifesaver
and provides peace of mind to users and
their friends and families.
Bottles, which are free of charge, can
usually be found in your local Chemist or
Doctors Surgeries. Thanks to a number of
other organisations, you may also find that
you can obtain one through your nearest
Neighbourhood Watch group, Age Concern,
Council Offices, Housing Associations and
many other places including Police stations.
If you are unable to find a Bottle, please
contact your local Lions Club.

Jon Solman LIONS

•
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ALL MAKES SERVICING
Caring for all your motoring needs for over 50 years!

MOT

WHILE YOU WAIT...

Free Estimates
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Artexing & Coving / Solving Artex Problems
Floor & Wall Tiling / Wallpaper Hanging / Plastering
Kitchens / Bathrooms / Roof & Guttering Maintenance
Carpentry – Doors + Architraves + Skirting

COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
✓ BOSCH Diagnostics
✓ Service & Repair
✓ Air Conditioning Service & Re-Gas
✓ ATA Highly Qualiﬁ ed Technicians
✓ Free Collection & Delivery
✓ Courtesy Cars Available

Sonning Common Vauxhall

0118 972 2021
Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9SU

CUSTOMER EXCELLENCE WINNER
Service Open: Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm • Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm • Sun CLOSED

Insurance Work Undertaken

Tel: 0118 972 1442 or Mobile: 07880 542363
Based in Sonning Common

PODIATRY/CHIROPODY CLINIC
Sonning Common
For enquiries & appointments call

Heidi Snookes-Owen
B.Sc., D.Pod.M., M.Ch.S.
HCPC REGISTERED

0118 972 4742

PILATES ABC, HENLEY.

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

CLASSES: SONNING COMMON, HENLEY
& HURLEY. BEGINNERS WELCOME

£10.00OFF

07521 699265 alyth@pilatesabc.co.uk
www.pilatesabc.co.uk

your next MoT on production of this voucher
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(Quality Comes As Standard)
30 Years Experience / NHBC Awarded / PPL Insured
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Memorial to

A GENTLE GIANT

Michael, Jamie and I set up a Just Giving
page to give somewhere for family
and friends attending Nigel’s funeral to
donate, we decided to set ourselves the
target of raising enough money for a day
of research. After raising that amount,
we were not only invited for the tour but
given the opportunity to place a plaque
dedicated to Nigel on Brain Tumour
Research’s Wall of Hope at the University
of Portsmouth.

When a loved one passes away it is often
customary to ask for a donation to charity
instead of flowers for the funeral. This began
our association with the Brain Tumour
Research charity.
My husband, Nigel Legg, died just six
weeks after being diagnosed with a
brain tumour at the age of 49. Since
we moved to Sonning Common in 1999
Nigel had been a committed member
of the community. He was a Parish
Councillor, helping with reading at the
Primary School and Junior Table Tennis
coach at Peppard Memorial Hall. How
did this energetic “gentle giant”
succumb to a tumour so quickly? I mean,
cancer survival rates have increased,
haven’t they?
In June my sons, Michael and Jamie, and
I were invited for a tour of the University

of Portsmouth to witness first hand how
the scientific research into brain tumours
is battling to improve outcomes for
patients.
The dreadful statistics are that more
children and adults under 40 die of a
brain tumour than from any other cancer
yet brain tumours receive just 1% of the
national spend on cancer research. 16,000
people each year are diagnosed with
a brain tumour and only 18.8% survive
beyond five years, compared with an
average of 50% across all cancers.

Various activities contributed to the
money raised such as fun runs, a
duathlon, an afternoon tea and even
a no-make-up selfie! It’s turned out to
be quite fun so with Jamie’s sponsored
swim, my Dad’s Muddy Bike Ride and
another afternoon tea on the horizon
our friends and family will have plenty of
opportunity to be parted from their cash
for this worthy cause!

•

Find out more at:
http://www.braintumourresearch.org/
Donate at:
https://www.justgiving.com/Juliet-Legg/

Brain Tumour Research was launched in
2009 to raise awareness of, and funding
for, scientific research. One of the seven
research centres is at the University
of Portsmouth where we met Geoff
Pilkington, Professor of Cellular and
Molecular Neuro-Oncology who talked
about the investigations taking place
such as tumour cell invasion into healthy
brain tissue, effective drug delivery and
personalised medicine. We learnt that the
powerful protection mechanism that is
the blood-brain barrier means that many
of the typical treatments to fight cancers
occurring elsewhere in the body cannot
be applied to brain tumour patients.
The centre costs £1 million a year to
run, that’s £2,740 a day!! When
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PARISH NEWS

Parish news
WORKING FOR THE GOOD OF THE COMMUNITY
From Douglas Kedge, Chairman of the Parish Council
You may have been surprised to
see in the Henley Standard of 1st
August a letter from Paul
Harrison, a District Councillor
representing Sonning Common
Ward, stating that ‘Sonning
Common Parish Council is a
profligate council too eager to
waste public money
and is not working for the good
of the community.’

council. At the moment a Band D
home will be paying £1.21p per
week for all our services.

The next week five more letters
were published that all described
and, indeed, extolled our work.
Those letters are republished as
an insert in this magazine. No letter
since has supported the aspersion.

In 2012 this parish council, knowing
just how much needed to be done to
improve our community life, decided
on the first of three increases to the
precept that have enabled us to do
most of what we were elected to do
- as described in the letters. We now
have about the same precept amount
as other large villages with energetic
parish councils - Sonning Common
needs and deserves nothing less.

Over 90% of our income, the public
money, is the Parish Precept – that
part of your Council Tax bill that is
set and then received by the parish

Until the contested election of this
parish council in 2011, the policy of
the previous unelected parish council
was to retain, or even reduce, what
was a very low precept compared
with other large villages in South
Oxfordshire. They felt that little
needed doing in the village!

Every year we publish a detailed
report to residents explaining the
rationale for our precept - the first
time this has been done here. Only
two complaints have ever been
received whilst much support has
been expressed.

•

Bus shelter in Kennylands Road
commissioned by the PC in 2013

VALUE FOR YOUR MONEY

John Stoves, Chairman of the Parish Council Finance Committee
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Cllr Harrison has criticised our
administration costs apparently
without understanding the work we
actually do and the resources needed
to do it. Of course our administration
costs have risen since 2011 - we are
actually doing very much more in
and for the village.

coping with all the routine paperwork
imposed by Government – this all
costs money. For example two new
activities, the Neighbourhood
Development Plan and the Skate Park
project, are each taking a lot of
support time and effort from the
office.

Your elected Councillors take
decisions that our parish office then
implements and administers as well as

We really welcome the fact that many
residents now phone, e-mail or call in
to our office for help and advice.

Our Parish Clerk, Philip Collings
and his Deputy, Ros Varnes, try to
help everyone who asks them this takes time and costs money.
We believe that our officers do an
excellent job that is generally well
recognised and appreciated so we
see the carefully considered cost of
running our parish office as money
well spent on your behalf.

•

This page is paid for by the Sonning Common Parish Council

CHURCH NEWS

Church news
A TRIBUTE TO JENI
A compilation by various contributors
reflecting aspects of her life…
Jenifer Titchener was born 1940
in Swanage, where her mother had family,
but quickly returned to their own home in
Sudbury with her father and two brothers.
Although just a small child she clearly
recalled her ashen-faced father telling her
how a gust of wind had luckily carried a
V1 rocket away from her home, to, very
sadly, destroy several houses nearby.
After this incident, in 1944, Jenifer and her
brothers were taken to Devon to escape
the London bombings. They returned to
Sudbury after the war where Jenifer grew
up and started her interest in the girl
guide movement through Sudbury
Methodist Church.
Jenifer began her working career
following her father and grandfather
to join the General Electric Company as a
shorthand typist. Her administrative
efficiency led to her working for
Lord Weinstock, one of the most revered,
and feared, business men of his era.

Her next career move brought her
to Johnson Matthey and Sonning
Common in 1976 where she worked as
Personnel Officer until her retirement
in 2000. She was always a great listener
and support to all staff, but it gave her
special pleasure to see the next
generation of scientists reaching their
potential.
The Guides became a big part of her life
and, after being a Brownie and Guide
herself, she ran the rainbows unit in
Sonning Common, progressing in 1990 to
become Division Commissioner for
Chiltern and Chairperson of the
Oxfordshire Trefoil Guild.
Jeni was a long term committee member
and latterly secretary to the Chiltern
Edge Community Association. She
played a key role in its ability to raise
funds and distribute them to a wide
range of local people and organisations,
including young people who like
her, longed to travel.
Jenifer was an adventurous traveller,
taking in USA, France, South Africa
and Australia amongst others. She

left behind an extensive network of
friends and godchildren throughout
the world.
If you wanted to achieve something,
or needed a helping hand, Jeni
was selfless with her time and energy.
Making a positive difference to other
people’s lives was the way she chose
to live her life.
Jill Greenwood concludes ‘In the 30
years I have been a member of the
Chiltern players there has only been one
other occasion when a whole evening
has been a dedicated tribute to the life
of a member. Jeni is the second and on
Friday 5 September a packed audience
at Peppard Memorial Hall celebrated her
contribution to the players’.
A fitting tribute to Jeni Titchener.

HARVEST FESTIVAL
SUNDAY 5 OCTOBER
9.30AM

ALL SOULSTIDE
SUNDAY 2 NOVEMBER
4.30PM

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY
9 NOVEMBER
10.50AM

Thanks for the safe gathering
in of the harvest originated in the
19th century.

St John’s, Kidmore End - All are
welcome. Those who wish will be
able to light a candle in memory
of someone.

War Memorial in Kidmore End
followed by service at St John’s
Church - All are welcome.

Christ the King – All are welcome.
Afterwards, in Kidmore End
School, there will be a Harvest
Lunch - free on a bring-and-share
basis (tickets needed so number
attending is known please).

Names to be specially remembered
and read out - to be submitted,
beforehand, to the Rector (tel:
0118 9723987), or to one of the
Churchwardens – Mr Robert Lynch
(tel: 0118 9724699); Mrs Karen
Broadbent (tel: 0118 9724606).

•

Watch out for details of our
Christmas Fair (a joint church/
school event) – possibly the best
Christmas Fair in the area! It will
be held in Kidmore End School.
Readers are reminded that
our church website is
lambandflag.org

•
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DIARY DATES

October2014
WEDNESDAY 1
SUNDAY 12
MONDAY 13
TUESDAY 14

THURSDAY 16
THURSDAY 16
THURSDAY 16
MONDAY 20
THURSDAY 23
THURSDAY 30

Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women’s Institute.
Open to all. Raising funds for local community projects - Village Hall
Felt-makers get together. Bring lunch and a project to work on - Village Hall
Royal British Legions Women’s Section - Talk on British Birds by Mr Eggleton
- Batten House
Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - The Spice of Life (Tropical Flowers,
Spices, Tea Plantations and Life in Southern India) talk by Gwen Barton Peppard Memorial Hall
FISH - Pub lunch
Sonning Common Society AGM - Sonning Common Library
Sonning Common Women’s Institute - ‘Reading Station’ a talk by Chris Butler.
Visitors welcome - Village Hall
Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market
Sonning Common Society - “Lest we forget” - a talk by Mike Willoughby
on WW1 & local area. All welcome, free entry, refreshments provided Sonning Common Library

10.30am - 12noon
10am - 4pm
2pm - 3.30pm
7.30pm

11.30am
7.30pm - 8.30pm
7.30pm
8pm
7.30pm - 8.50pm

November2014
SUNDAY 2
WEDNESDAY 5
MONDAY 10
TUESDAY 11
MONDAY 17
THURSDAY 20
THURSDAY 20
THURSDAY 20
FRIDAY 21
SATURDAY 22
THURSDAY 27
SUNDAY 30

Felt-makers get together. Bring lunch and a project to work on - Village Hall
Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women’s Institute.
Open to all. Raising funds for local community projects - Village Hall
Royal British Legions Women’s Section - Group meeting - Batten House
Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - Adventurous Container Gardening talk
by Stuart Lees - Peppard Memorial Hall
Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall
FISH - Pub lunch
Sonning Common Women’s Institute -”If Dickens had a camera” a talk
by Tony King. Visitors welcome - Village Hall
Chiltern Players present “Wife After Death” - a comedy - Peppard Memorial Hall
Chiltern Players present “Wife After Death” - a comedy - Peppard Memorial Hall
Chiltern Players present “Wife After Death” - a comedy - Peppard Memorial Hall
FISH - Henley Farmers’ Market
Felt-makers Exhibition Day - Village Hall

10am - 4pm
10.30am - 12noon
2pm - 3.30pm
7.30pm
8pm
11.30am
7.30pm
8pm
8pm
8pm
10am - 4pm

FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley on Monday mornings and to Henley and Reading town
centres. For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.

•
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S J HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner

Wide range of high-quality carpentry
services delivered by skilled craftsman
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving.
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows,
Stairs, Roof Construction.

Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602
or 07887 653866

Sonning Common Beauty
12NewﬁeldRoadTelephone01189723059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk
•MANICURE•PEDICURE•ORGANICFACIALS
•MDFORMULATIONSGLYCOLICPEELS
•WAXING•LASHANDBROWTREATMENTS
•SPRAYTANNING•MAKE-UP•MASSAGE
•BRIDALHOLIDAYANDMUM-TO-BEPACKAGESAVAILABLE

GiftVouchersAvailable
Somereducedpricetreatmentsavailableeach
weekpleaseringtocheckavailablity

Doggy Dips
Doggy Wellbeing Centre

Hydrotherapy and Physiotherapy
Doggy Day Care and Socialisation
On Site Grooming inc. Nail Trimming
Dog Walking Services
Health, Rehabilitation, Fitness and Fun!

0118 972 4849

Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard ▪ 28 Kennylands Road ▪ Sonning Common ▪ Reading ▪ RG4 9JT
www.doggydips.co.uk ▪ info@doggydips.co.uk

Fed Up With Call Centres

B a r r s

I n s u r a n c e

Mark & Helen Richards
Your Local Insurance Brokers
For The Unusual & The Usual
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance
• House & Contents • Business • Liabilities
• Travel • Landlords • Professional Indemnity
• Horse • Shops • Sickness / Accident
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle

If It’s Not listed We Still Can Help
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome

0118 924 2603
mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk

Advertise in the

sonningcommon magazine
Delivered to 1,850 addresses
Prices from just £27 per issue
for an advert this size
Perfect for local businesses
and tradesmen

www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Unit 2, Kidby’s Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
Authorised and Regulated by FCA

Call John Pearman to find out more on 0118 972 2381
or email advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org

