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G.B. REMOVALS
House, Office & Flat moves etc.
Local Non Local
Part Load to Single item, pianos
Prompt Reliable Service
Large Van with Tail Lift
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common

r: 0118 w0799.070 7125
HOUSE RANCES

(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

WATER SOFTENERS

M.P. SOFTENERS

Enjoy the benefits of soft water.
Top quality softeners supplied and
professionally installed.
Sales, Service, Block %alt delivered

TEL: 0118 941 0869
07967 009838 or
0118 972 3773

13 years experience

¥
UT £10 C/B DRY £15

ices@hotmail.co.uk

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

Y

0118 972 3157

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk &

SONNING COMMON
PRE-SCHOOL ﬂ_@ )
GROVE ROAD L 5 ®

SONNING COMMON S S
0118 972 4760 @ s y ﬁé

We are a happy friendly pre-school 0

welcoming children from 2 years Q
6 months, to come and learn through h

play. We have a purpose built building ‘

& extensive play garden. =

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm "
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm f
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Adém’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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Welcome to the autumn edition of Sonning Common Magazine.

| hope you enjoy the mix of news and features we have put
together for you this time.

Included is an update on the library situation, following another packed public
meeting in the village hall last month when residents met with county council
representatives to discuss the library’s future.

Oxfordshire County Council is due to announce its decisions regarding liorary
provision by the end of this year.

In Focus looks at the role of the Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) in our
community. Levels of crime in the village are also examined.

In Youth Zone, two boys talk about their experience of starting secondary school
while one resident’s collection of historical postcards provides an inferesting view
of the village’s past.

We can always use photos from around the village - past or present - so
if you would like to share some of your images, please do get in touch
(sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com).

The hard-working committee of volunteers who run the magazine could do with
a boost in numbers. If you are interested in becoming more involved with the

magazine, please contact the chairman Geoff Adams for a chat (0118 972 2134).

ROS VARNES Editor

Email me at:
sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com

Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road
for £1.50 a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact

Geoffrey Adams. Email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com
Phone: 0118 972 2134

Magazine contributions may be posted to: 1 Woodlands Road,
Sonning Common RG4 9TD.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS
MAGAZINE, THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
CONSEQUENCES OF ERRORS THAT OCCUR.
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Community news:
Support for the library
campaign

Residents oppose development
on Lea Meadow

Noticeboard

In Focus:
Law and order

Letters
Tom Fort
Youth Zone

Diary Dates

1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9TD
email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com
tel: 0118 972 2134

1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG
email: helen.barker@tesco.net
tel: 0118 972 1241

50 Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
email: pearman@dial.pipex.com
tel: 0118 972 2381 /07794 291776

PC Barb Taylor and Colin Boyes from the
Neighourhood Police.
by John Pearman
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community news

Around 150 people attended
a meeting in the village hall
last month o call on the county
council to safeguard the future
of Sonning Common Library.

Oxfordshire County Council is proposing to
cut professional staff hours at the village
library by two-thirds and is expecting
volunteers to fill the gaps.

An estimated 50 to 60 volunteers would
be required to maintain the current
opening hours.

Of the 43 libraries in Oxfordshire, the county
council is proposing to fully fund and resource
22; cut professional staff by one-third at

five libraries and by two-thirds at 16 libraries.
Sonning Common falls info the third and
lowest category of library provision.

Campaigners at the meeting, hosted by
Sonning Common Parish Council, called the
county’s plans unrealistic and unfair, especially
for libraries in rural areas, which would shoulder
the majority of the cuts.

John Pearman, from the Friends of Sonning
Common Library, said: “The needs of
Oxfordshire residents living in rural areas are
just not taken into account.

“We don't deny that cuts need to be made
but they should be spread fairly across all

WI campaign 1o love lioraries

Pled 10 proect e
orary service

libraries in the county, whether they are in rural
or urban areas.”

County councillor Judith Heathcoat, cabinet
member with responsibility for libraries, spoke
of the need for the county to save £119 million
from its budget by 2014, as the result of a cut
in Government funding.

Reducing staff in 21 of the county’s libraries,
cutting back office costs and introducing
other measures including self-service
machines in larger libraries would save
£800,000 per year - 10 per cent of the library
service's annual budget - according to the
county council.

Isabel Mulligan, a former Sonning Common
Primary School pupil, spoke eloguently of the
need to protect the village's library service.
“My family and | have used the library for
many years and we all think that Mrs Dunstan
[the library manager] and her team are
marvellous.

I am worried that Sonning Common Primary
School and the village won't be the same
without a properly staffed library. | don't want
people to stop reading and to lose such an
excellent facility.”

Year 6 pupil at the Grove Road school, Oliver
Matthews, from Shiplake Bottom, also stood

up in front of the crowd. He said: "l want our
library fo stay as it is. It's great just as it is now so
please can we keep it that way.”

Sonning Common Women’s Institute has pledged to support the village
library, as part of a national Love Your Libraries campaign.

At a meeting of the National Federation of Women'’s Institutes (NFWI)
eatlier this year, 98 per cent of members agreed to launch a national

campaign in support of threatened libraries.

Members have been asked to visit their local libraries and to
encourage people to sign petitions and lobby the Government over
the integral part libraries play in the life of communities.

Locally, WI members have been fundraising for the library by providing
cakes, tea and coffee at Saturday morning story times. m

Mr Philip Marples, retired headteacher of
Sonning Common Primary School, appealed
to the county council o consider reducing
professional staffing levels af the library by
just one-third as opposed to the planned
two-thirds.

He said: “This library is on the school’'s campus
and that helps everybody to keep costs

down. The schooal still pays for heating, lighting,
caretaking and the upkeep and that is a real
partnership. | would like you to consider this
very strongly and think of Sonning Common as
a specific and special case.”

* Last month Sonning Common Parish
Council, supported by the Friends of
Sonning Common Library, put forward a
motion to the county council. It called on
the county to reconsider spreading cuts
evenly across all libraries in Oxfordshire.
And if that was not possible, fo move
Sonning Common up to the second tier
of library provision, allowing it fo be
staffed by professional people for two-
thirds of the time.

Representatives from the Friends group
were due to meet with the county council
towards the end of last month to discuss the
future of the library.

The public consultation on the future of the
library service closed on 30 September.




A Taste of Spain

A superb community event took place in the village hall last month. More than
70 people attended a splendid three-course Spanish lunch featuring tapas,
pollo ala caswela and patatas bravas - all washed down with sherry!

The Spanish lunch followed the success of last year’s French lunch. Both events were organised
by Jill Vallis and Chrissie Phillips-Tilloury and were supported by feams of willing volunteers.

The Spanish lunch was a thoroughly convivial event and the friendly atmosphere enabled

people to renew acquaintances as well as meet new people and hear about events in this

thriving village.

As organiser Chrissie Phillips-Tiloury said: “Sonning Common is a place where nobody should

feel lonely.”

At least 12 community organisations were represented atf the Spanish feast. Many people
made an enormous effort o ensure the event was successful and it also raised £500

towards the village hall fund.

JOAN GRUMMANT

| =
: ﬁ‘grgtjﬁof residents enjoy the Spanish lunch in the village hall.
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The hall is there
for us all to use

| have recently become the new
chairwoman of the Sonning Common
Village Hall Management Committee.

Taking over from someone is never easy,
but with routines set by Jill Vallis, the former
chairwoman, and a lot of support from the
committee, it has been fairly easy.

Small changes have been made and new
equipment purchased such as a better First
Aid bag, bright new floor brushes and bars on
which to hang decorations on the end wall.

These have been used to display the clever
and dramatic art-work done by the children at
Sonning Common Primary School.

The new outside unisex public toilet is now
open, which I'm sure will be a welcome relief
for everyone!

The village hall is here for all of the community
to use and enjoy and | hope that the future
may bring more activities in which we can all
participate.

If you would like to find out how to join the
village hall management committee, please
give me acallon 0118 972 2312.

SUE FRAYLING-CORK Chairwoman,

Sonning Common Village Hall Management
Committee

PArisn council update

Sonning Common Parish Council is
now working towards becoming a
Quality Council, which means that
it will have to demonstrate that it is
in touch with the community and is
listening to people’s concerns.

Six councillors have attended a refresher
course to ensure they are familiar with
current parish council practices and up-to-
date legislation.

New fencing and safety gates have been
ordered for the Churchill Crescent and
Baskerville Road play areas with notfices
forbidding the entry of dogs.

At the request of the Village Gardeners, all
the brick walls surrounding the flowerbeds

in the centre of the villoge and outside the
library have been either rebuilt or repaired.

The parish council is working with South
Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) to find
sites for the delivery of salt for winfer gritting.

The unisex lavatory outside the vilage hall is
finally open.

Parish clerk Philip Collings has reorganised
the office and extended his hours. The
official opening hours for the office are from
9.30am until 12.30pm on Mondays. But Mr
Collings is also there most Wednesdays and
Fridays and operates an ‘open door” policy.
A parish council letter box is situated to the
right of the front door.

A dead tree has been removed from the

car park behind the Co-operative and

a large tree to the right of the hall will be
removed to give more light. Af the request
of the parish council, the Co-operative will
replace an area of fencing and re-farmac
the footpath leading fo the car park.

All land owned by the parish council is being
registered by the Land Registry to ensure
continued ownership.

A new sub-committee has been set up to
manage Widmore Pond more effectively.

Councillor Gail Noble has volunteered her
professional garden design services and is
considering opening up Brinds Close Copse
for the benefit of the village.

COUNCILLOR CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY



PICTUREFRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Work carried out for local gallery

Cnmplct: framing service
Canvases stretched
Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored
Local collection/delivery

._ {funlq;Lf:"_c?ﬁn Ward 01189722075

YOU READ IT
HERE FIRST

If you respond to any of
these ads, please mention
SsONNINg commMon Magazine

Byways Dental Practice

Quality Care Dedicated Team

+ Al aspects of general dentisery

- Teeth u.l'm..'nrr{:j and cosmetics

+ NHS for children & anyone in
full-time education

+ Affordable payment plans

+ Flexible apenimg times gwivs Distal

+ !n][ﬂ*]'._‘ free car Pu.l‘l'.inh' Practice

Main St. Checkendon, RGE 0SSP Tel 01491 680412

i #
Oak | Grove
Garden  Services
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
FENCING * TURFING » PATIOS *» HEDGING
WATER FEATURES

James Watkins

‘Oak Grove' * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH
Telephone: 0118 972 2659

-

PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES

Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028

EVERYTHING FOR THE
HANDYMAN & BUILDER

Bishopsland Farm « Peppard Road
Dunsden * RG4 9NR

]
Computer Problems?
Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected?
Fault Diagnosis
Data Rec
Networking,

Maintenance & Upgrades,
igration, Virus Cleaning,
Broadband and much more.

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

GRAH AM S Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits ”;I'

M AINTENANCE Eﬂﬂ

Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing
Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking
Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted

Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc...

FREE ESTIM ATES 0118 972 3114

For A Free Estimate

Call Jamie on 01189 242861




‘J"“_ e

Com pre hensive cve
examinations

L I S

= Full contact lens service

= Free specs for children

= Extensive range of
designer frames

= Maln agent for Zcliss
and Rodenstock lensces

Free parking

01 18 947 2099

WA, 'I""-h'lrl]ﬂ-l"l'l.th co.uk
b Cihureh 51, Cavershom, Heading (opposite Wnltrise)

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ssas21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED CALLOUT SERVICE

FULLMEMBER
OF BRITISH

LAMTRSMTTI
INSTITUTE

(1491 680216
CRFTHTF]I HOUSE
Beech Lane, RGE 0PX » Woodcote Nr. Reading
ProrrieEror: S. ). BoxNeR

PLUMBING
& HEATING

All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken.

ALL WORK GLUARANTEED

TELEPHONE:
0118 972 3394
MOBILE:
0771 110 9077

Kidbys

o b i |

Tel: 0118 972 33 80

Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 91T
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE

For all your property maintenance requirements
including, decorating inside and out, paper
hanging, wall & floor tiling, carpentry, hand
painted kitchens and fumniture, water damaged
ceilings & Insurance work. Hedge and grass
cutting services.

Ros SmiTH
TEL: 0118 972 4560

Domestic Electrical & Solar Power
Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk

Call a locally based electrician,
MNe job too small. Free estimates.

Phone: 0118 907 6342
Mob: 0788 2737402
Email: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk
17 Burnham Rise, Emmer Green

City & Guilds qualified
NAPIT Part P approved

mmﬂh@ Farina

= SONNING COMMON
1 0% OFF WITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM
CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00

CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00




community news

Two local WI members have been
busy making pennants for the
Olympic and Paralympic Games
in London 2012, as part of a
nationwide community initiative.

Sue Hedges and Beverley Porteous, from
Sonning Common Women's Institute,
created the pennants to provide two
competing athletes with unique and
personal mementoes of the Games.

Under the Quilts 4 London initiative,
people around the country are aiming to
provide all 14,000 athletes with individual
pennants to exchange with one another
as a mark of friendship.

The pennants can be created by groups,
such as schools, Guides and Scouts, or
can be made by individuals. A template
is available from the Quilts 4 London
website (www.quilts4london.org.uk) and
the pennants can reflect different sports,
the local area, heritage or culture in

their design.

Sue Hedges, from Gallowstree Common,
who made a river-themed pennant, said:
“I wanted to make a small contribution to
the Games. | decided to make a pennant
that would sum up the local area with the
River Thames and rowing at the heart of it.”

All of the pennants from Oxfordshire

WI members will be displayed at a WI
Federation textile exhibition at Horton-cum-
Studley, near Oxford, on 7 October, before
being forwarded to Quilts 4 London. B

BELOW: Sue Hedges, from Gallowsiree
Common, with the pennants from Sonning
Common Women'’s Institute.

B Lea Meadow

Campaign to protect
Lea Meadow

Two residents of Birdwood Court have formed the Save Lea Meadow
Support Group 1o oppose the building proposal at Lea Meadow next

to the Herbb Farm.

Suzi Primrose and her neighbour Julia
Whitelaw live in homes which back on to
the site and wish to protect the land and
surrounding area from urbanisation.

They circulated ledflets o vilage homes
during the summer, urging residents to
oppose the plans.

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) is
currently considering a second application
from the landowner, Richard Scoft, this time to
build 80 new homes on Lea Meadow.

The public consultation period on the revised
plans ended on 2 September and the target
date for SODC to reach a decision on the
application is 2 November.

During the first public consultation period - on
the initial plans to build 105 new homes on Lea
Meadow - around 160 comments from the
public were received by SODC.

Eighty-nine comments have been received
this fime in relation to the latest application.

The vast majority of these are from village
residents or users of village facilities. Ninety-
seven per cent of comments oppose the
second application. The main reasons
mentioned are:

urbanisation and density and scale of
housing (in 81 per cent of comments)

increased fraffic and congestion in the
vilage centre (in 91 per cent of comments)

detrimental effect on services and utilities
(in 78 per cent of comments)

A total of 26 per cent of commentators saw
a need for additional housing and said new
homes should be built on a number of small
sites around the village.

Sonning Common Parish Council rejected the
latest proposal at a planning meeting on 15
August, attended by more than 20 residents.

Reference was made to the Sonning
Common Community Plan. A survey of
residents, conducted in 2010, found that
around 80 per cent of respondents preferred
a number of small housing developments to
a single, large one.

Ken Dijksman, agent for the Lea Meadow
landowner, said: “We know that the district
council needs fo build more houses in the
larger villages, and this village is one of the
largest with the best facilities.

“This scheme puts houses where the minimum
number of people are affected. Houses will
be built on another site in the village if this
application is refused. All the other sites back
onto more gardens and homes and will
affect more people.”



Are the oulldozers

coming’?

By DIANA PEARMAN

In July the coalition Government published its draft national
planning policy framework which proposes changes to the current
planning laws with a bias towards ‘sustainable development’,

The draft policy was greeted by a raft
of media concern and opposition with
claims that the Government was intent
on concreting over the countryside.

However, John Howell, MP for Henley,
insists: “The framework is about making
existing policy simpler and more
accessible.”

Under the proposals, residents would be
able to feed into the planning process
by helping to develop a Neighbourhood
Plan for the area.

So what do we need to consider

for Sonning Common? On the pro-
development side people need new
homes and will be attracted to Sonning
Common due to housing development.
This could breathe new life into the village
and boost businesses and schools.

But, as the public consultations on the
proposed housing developments for
Lea Meadow and Kennylands Road
have shown, many residents feel that
the infrastructure is not in place atf the
present time to support more homes.

The planning application submitted by TA
Fisher to build 50 new homes at the rear
of Kennylands Road has been refused.

However, the developer has lodged an
appeal against South Oxfordshire District
Council's decision.

The revised proposal to build 80 new
homes on Lea Meadow, next to the Herb
Farm, is still being considered by the
district council.

Meanwhile, the district council’'s new
25-year core strategy, covering transport
and housing plans for the areq, is being
scrutinised by an independent inspector
appointed by the Government. A
decision is likely towards the end of this
year and, if agreed, the strategy may be
in place by 2012.

Rural communities need jobs, homes
and a healthy environment. ‘Sustainable
development’ hopefully means new
construction that is good for the
economic, social and environmental life
of the countryside.

In Sonning Common we need o decide
what that means for our community.
When we develop our Neighbourhood
Plan we need to give our views on where
the new houses should be built.

sonningcommon
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qise for
a village son

Tributes have been paid to the
late Royal Marine Sergeant
Barry Weston who was born and
brought up in Sonning Common.

Sgt Weston, aged 40, died in a roadside
bombing while leading a patrol in the
Helmand Province of Afghanistan at the end
of August.

While he was growing up, Sgt Weston lived in
Beech Rise but left the village when he joined
the Royal Marines about 20 years ago. He
had been due fo leave the Armed Forces
next year.

Family friend Frances Perrin, from Baskerville
Road, paid tribute to the man she had known
since he was a child: “Barry was a likable,
cheeky sort of guy. He was very friendly and
always lit up a room when he came in.”

Sgt Weston, known to his family and friends
as Baz, is a former pupil of Sonning Common
Primary School, Chiltern Edge School and the
Henley College.

He is also a former member of Rotherfield
United Football Club, Kidmore End
Cricket Club and Abbey Rugby Club in
Emmer Green.

Sgt Weston lived in Plymouth and was married
with three daughters. In a statement, his
family said: “We are devastated by the loss
of Baz. He was a caring, loving husband and
son and devoted father. He died doing the
job he loved and we are very proud of him.”




g EVERYTHING
% INTHE GARDEN

Established 1985

Now in Stoke Row

All types of design, construction,
maintenance and improvements.

Tel: 01491 641311
Mob: 07810 112411

01491 682412
07808 162985

Established Before 1879

TOMAILIN
AND SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD « HENLEY-ON-THAMES
Telephone: 01491 573370

,,,,,,

@ Pre-paid Funeral Plans
GOLDEN CHARTER

E. T. Sheppard

MONUMENTAL
MASON

SINCE 1940

Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at:

36 Reading Road » Henley-On-Thames

Telephone: 01491 574644

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

EST 1998

HENNELLVEHICLE

SERVICES .

— MOT TESTING
—— SERVICING & REPAIRS
— = ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
—— VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOKYOUR MoT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk v

Valvodine

Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RGY9 4QG

= JIC Electrical Services Limited
== —

Sonning Common Electrician
Jerry Cole
Telephone: 07834 346 487
E-mail: jicelecservitdi@tiscali.co.uk

Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk

|II{5A

« Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires
» New installation work

* Fuse board changes

+ Lighting advice and installation

@

T’ai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
During term time

Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class
Improve your stamina, balance,
strength & co-ordination

For further information
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.org




Functional Physio

Back pain

. Neck bai

Sonning Common Health Centre . rte‘c ‘pain

Chartered Physiotherapists po S'"JU:;eSsI

Jo Pereira MCSP o

Catfierine Matthews MCSP oint pain

. Sprains

» . i
FHexible appointments Strains
it Headache
Clinic: 01189 722 735

[ i Pre/Post op
www.functionalphysio.co.uk

Pre/Post natal

Pilates

K Building Decorating & Cleaning Services

P

oy Property Maintenance

Office Cleaning »
Painting & Decomtmg »
New Kitchens »

New Bathmooms s

Wall& Floor Tiling »
Flumbing & Heating »
Al=rations & RBenovallions =
Carpet Cleaning »

One Stop Property Maintenance
ToNger2ind o G

PROFTETY ANTIMANSE COARBPANT = adafospmiouk &

FLO

5 Bed/4 Bath Luxury Villa,
two lounges, south facing pool.
Disney, Theme Parks and
Harry Potter 15 minutes.
Contact Clive/Geraldine
cliveandgerry @btinternet.com
or phone 0118 972 3243
Brochure available.
www.magicdaysvillaorlando.com

And Alterations

VILLAGE YARNS &9 OCCASIONS

For Knitting Yams, Sewing bits & bobs
All Your Dry Cleaning, Shoe Repairs

te] o118 9723358

Now TOGETHER at OCCASIONS in Wood lane , Sonning Common

Greeting Cards , Party ltems
Balloons, Banners & Bows
Gifts for Friends & Family

Tami(y Q—faircff’ess_iﬁg AN
n the comfort of ﬁlb

\
)

F uﬂ.y qual'{fied' in aﬂ'as‘pects f ﬁaird}essing

Stafford & Son ,
Local Garden & Building 772988

‘b S

f-fe aniy
¥ o"I'._.

Interior and exterior building mainte-  Andrew Stafford
nance, including gutter repairs and
clearing,

Maintenance Services

Offering services in all aspects of gar-
den and grounds maintenance, be it
larze or small.

Call 01491 642191
General handyman |/ "man with van® Mob.OTSIE01 5T
services. All jobs considered at competi-

five rates.
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Caon you nelp With d'\s’rr'\bu’r'\or\?

Thank you to all those readers Who responded to our earlier

appeal for help with distributing sonning Common Magazine.

the monogemem of the

We now need fo find a Vol
1 Geoff Adams Nas pecome

distribution. since former distrioution
mogozine chairman.

The main task of the distrioution manager is fO receive he bulk supplY

of the maogazines: split them into bundies gnd callon n

deliverers 1o collect their patches. This usually takes about three NOUrs.

|n addition, there is the need o arrange cover for distiputors due o

noliday, sickness and ofher cormmitrnents.

\deally the maonager also maintains he database of deliverers and prints

out the adadress |aoels for the bundies.

The distribution managel sits on the mogozine committee which meefts

apout six fimes a year

We are also looking for sormneone in of near churchil Crescent 10 deliver

from numoers 33 10 64.

pPlease lef Geoff AdamS know if you would e prepored 1o fake on
fhis task SiX fimes a year: Telephone 0118972 2134 Of e-mail geoffrey.

odoms5@btopenwor\d.com.
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Autumn -

The best time COLLINS, DRYLAND
for planting & THOROWGOOD LLP
Christmas goodies SOLICITORS
starting to arrive! announce that as from 4th October 2010
Mrs Wendy Holmes will be working from our office at
Daisy’s Coffee 12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU
Shop Telephone: 01491 572323

email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk
Peppard Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9NJ.

Tel -0118 972 4220 Daisy’s - 0118 972 3652
Open 7 days a week 9.30am to 5pm

David Shailes

AVIA!

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

PLUMBERS & DECORATORS

WWW.avia|andscapes_co_uk e Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins
e Showers, Radiators and Repairs

» Design and Build + Maintenance « Brickwork * Full Interior &

+ Patios  Decking + Water Features « Irrigation * Exterior Decorating __teAee e
: * Wallpapering WITH THIS ADVERT
« Fencing « Plant Supply.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

] . . Tel: 0118 934 5029 Mob: 07708 602442
T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk email: david shailes@ukf.net

Tree Care
« All Aspects of Tree Work Friendly local help with PC problems,
e Hedge Cutting .
e Private and Commercial upgrades, wireless, .
Fully Qualified Professionals broadband and HEtWOI'kIng.
£5 Million Public Liability Insurance i
Laurence Williams Free advice, reasonable rates.
Phone: 0118 9484274
Mobile: 07813 586 735 -
Email: info@heightstreecare.co.uk Ca" Da\”d on 07980 129364

Web Site: www.heightstreecare.co.uk

s AT ORI TR A P or e-mail:
:"?*“ b T e § help@computerfrustrations.co.uk

. .';‘. éf N
TEXTUREPLUS

Free Estimates
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded
Adrian Brown
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mabile: 07850 542363

Website: www.textureplus.co.uk




ﬁ Andrew Page 0V 3N \wood lane dentistry

fﬂr everything cak

Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc

QOak framed garages and outbuildings to enhance RiYChafl d 1\4‘?@:“?“ ';’lDS ‘ \
our local family friendly practice

}FBI.I.T Pmpﬁrh;.dﬁngm rooms, ﬂﬂk FUITIJh.ll'E d'"d Routine genera\ydentis‘[{\/

oinery, all made to your

Affordable dental plans with Denplan H
Children seen on the NHS E
Tooth whitening
Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
Ample free parking

Now taking on new patients

exact requirements. -
Saturday and evening appointments available

Oak timber for
LJ
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ...

builders and DIY ‘.'
lnfaﬁmdrmpu eoak {.‘-ﬁ.l.lk D1491 EEENT Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ
www.andrewpageoak.co.uk www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk  Telephone 0118 9722626

\\\\

A.S HEATING & PLUMBING /ROOFING\ /SERVICES\
Heating & Plumbing Services W
A GORDON

Specialist in Slating,

Your Local Reliable Plumber

All Plumbing, Heating and Gas works. Tiling and Flat Roofs

Boiler Replacement Specialist. All work guaranteed City & Gaikds

Powerflushing. New Central Heating

Installations

For a free quote and advice please TEIEP]]D“E:

call Andy on 07760 156654

or 07747 121796 01491 576 463
CHIROPODY HOME VISITS

For professional treatment & advice
contact

UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS

Made to the highest standards
from an extensive range of fabrics
brought to your home.
Complete fitting and advisory service. Bsc, DpOdM> SRCha MChS
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete HPC Registered
satisfaction — Most competitive prices

Telephone: 01491 680291
Jor reliable and personal service

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Heidi Snookes-Owen

0118 924 2677

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied

Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

A child's first steps into education within a caring environment

We are a small, friendly pre-school caring for children from 2 years 6

A.SIMMONITE months to 5 years in a beautiful village setting. Various sessions available.

We are OFSTED inspected and registered for Early Years Funding.
PAINTERS & DECORATORS

GUTTER REPAIRS & REPLACEM ENT o e
FREE ESTIM ATES 0118 972 2667 The Perch Rooms, Whed Lana, Kiktnors End, Readvg, RG4 595,

For more information, please call Louise on 0118 924 2740




@ in focus 1)

Words and pictures;: JOHN PEARMAN

i es
M PCOs Richard Howard (leff) and Colin*Boy

In this issue In Focus looks at law and order in Sonning Common and

with PC Barb Taylor (centre).

the joint contribution Made by both police and the community to crime

detection and crime reduction.

The police are, of course, in the front line for
enforcing the law and protecting property.
But behind them is the Neighbourhood
Policing Team, of which less is known.

Every neighbourhood in the Thames Valley
Police area has a Neighbourhood
Policing Team.

Most residents will be familiar with the small
team of Police Community Support Officers
(PCSOs), based at the police office in Lea
Road - Richard Howard, Colin Boyes and Tim
Forrest. They are supported and managed
by a Neighbourhood Specialist Police Officer,
PC Barb Taylor.

PCSOs have a different role o police officers.
Their prime function is to undertake high
visibility patrols and tackle local level crime
such as anti-social behaviour, vandalism
and nuisance.

Although PCSOs do not have the power to
make arrests, they do have extensive powers
in their own right. These include powers

fo issue fixed penalty notices, confiscate
alcohol and fobacco, seize drugs, disperse
groups and o enter and search premises to
save life or prevent domage.

They also gather information for police and
provide infelligence about crime and ifs
perpetrators. PCSOs have radio access to
police officers at all imes, if they require
additional support or assistance.

Although based in Sonning Common, our
PCSO team also patrols Peppard, Kidmore

End, Harpsden, Shiplake, Binfield Heath and
Dunsden - an area of some 10 square miles.

PC Barb Taylor, the Neightbourhood Specialist
Police Officer, makes the point that PCSOs
are a bridge between the community and
the police and residents should feel able to
talk with them freely, expressing any concems
or worries they may have.

Our PCSOs also take a proactive role in
addressing community issues which affect
the quality of people’s lives.

One example of this would be the recent
survey they carried out along Kennylands
Road which identified concerns among
residents about the speed of vehicles
fravelling down the road. Only five of the
60 householders spoken to believed that
speeding was not a problem.

Previous attempts to slow traffic led fo a
vehicle-activated speed sign on the road.
However, this has not deterred motorists so
police will continue to monitor drivers’ speeds
and to discuss other ways forward with
Sonning Common Parish Council.

So, if a PCSO comes knocking on your door
o discuss some other issue of concern,
please help them to help us all!

PCSOs may be contacted via the
police office in Lea Road or by
phoning Thames Valley Police on 0845
8 505 505. This number may also be
used to report suspicious or unusual
behaviour.

Police office

The Sonning Common Police
Office in Lea Road was first
opened to the public in
2003 and offers the following
services:

B reporting of crime or suspicious
activity

B production of vehicle
documents

Hm lost and found property

B postcode marking of bicycles,
mobile phones etc.

B general enquiries

Currently, 11 volunteers offer a
front counter service and more
helpers are always required. If
you are interested in joining this
small team and can commit to
four hours or more each week,
then please call into the office.

Also, if you have lost something
in the village remember to
check with the police office

in case it's been found. Many
items are handed into the office
and never claimed! B




How Jo we fare In
he crime stakes”?

What would you say if asked what the main type of crime
committed in Sonning Common was? Burglary may spring
to mind but the main crime is, in fact, anti-social behaviour,
accounting for 44 per cent of incidents reported over the
three months until July of this year.

The recently infroduced crime-mapping

website (www.police.uk) provides a

quick and relatively easy way to see the

number of criminal offences reported
in any given area. The site allows for
searching by areq, postcode or even
by individual street name.

Reported offences are broken down
info six categories. The following are
the crime figures for an area roughly
equivalent to the circulation of this
magazine and relate to Sonning
Common, Shiplake Bottom and
Blounts Court Road. The offences
reported were:

Burglary ...........cooecviiiii, 12
Anti-social behaviour (ASB) ........... 29
Robbery ..............ccovviiiiiii 0
Vehicle crime ................cccvveiins 1
Violent crime ...............cocccciiiinnn, 7
Othercrime* ..............c...ccceiinnn, 17
Total ..., 66

(*Other crimes would include
shoplifting, criminal damage, drug
and sex offences).

H The Sonning Commonw Led.
e 1 3

It is immediately apparent that anti-
social behaviour represents a high
proportion of the total - 44 per cent,
as we've said. Now compare this
total figure with those for Henley and
Reading for the same period.

(of which 114 or 39 per cent were
ASB offences)

Reading ...............ccceeiiininn, 2601
(of which 833 or 32 per cent were
ASB offences)

It is no great surprise that crime may
be at least partly related to population
and increased urbanisation in any
given area. But similar levels of anti-

social behaviour or ‘nuisance’ offences

still predominate.

THAMES VALLEY

sonningcommon

magazine

Neighbourhood
Waitch

Neighbourhood Watch is the
largest voluntary organisation
in the UK.

It is the best known and most effective
example of the police and community
working in partnership to reduce crime,
build safer communities and improve the
quality of life.

Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinators
are invited fo attend meetings with
local police officers to discuss any local
issues or problems. They are sent police
messages about crime in the area

and receive crime prevention packs.
Members may also be entitled to a
discount on home insurance.

Neighbourhood Watch started in the
village in 1992 under Eric Wyait who
retired in 2006. It is now run from the
police office in Lea Road.

Currently, 63 watches cover around 95
per cent of residences. Only seven areas
lack schemes: Farm Close, Carling Road,
Old Copse Gardens, Maple Close, Eim
Close, Red House Drive and Isley Close.

Mike Brennan is the Neighbourhood Watch
co-ordinator for the area. He said: “We
believe Neighbourhood Watch, working
closely with the local PCSOs and police
officers, is responsible for the relatively low
incidence of crime in the village.”

If you are interested in becoming a
Neighbourhood Watch co-ordinator,
please drop into the Lea Road police
office or contact:

MIKE BRENNAN Area Co-ordinator
Sonning Common Group
Telephone: 0118 972 4308

E-mail: brenmiguel@aol.com



doy urseries

High quality education and child care under the
Early years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months to 5 yvears

® Good OFSTED report
® Pre-school sessions available
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, Tam to Tpm
® Flexible honrs
® Early years education grants available

® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement
and Thames Valley Gym

® Small friendly and persenal care in
Sonning Common

For further information, please ask for the manager
on 0118 972 4783, ar visit our website.
ll.'lL'll.'.r.lﬂ'p:'.'ar."rc'.fzfu VIS @ FIEs, ot

emails: infoia alphabetdaynurseries.com

TradeMark

WINDOWS « DOORS + CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA + SOFFITS « GUTTERING « CLADDING

Use your Local Installer with 25
years experience

For a FREE quotation

Call Mike Dockree on
07785928190 or 0118 972 4376

All window and door
installations carry a 10 year
guarantee and the finished
product is independently
inspected with all
certificates

WINDOWS + DOORS + CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA « SOFFITS + GUTTERING ¢ CLADDING

CAVERSHAM AERIAL
=" SERVICES

Digital TV I!Sﬁ,%tw, Sky HD,

Freesat and freeview
DAB & FM aerials

14 Odiham Avenue RG4 ng

Cavershamaerials@gmail.com
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

¥y, Dbgk _
+Bgartt: Wliremash Stock fence
i i #ing, Weed IR Proning, Glearance.

s Tree work - wiclingaLopring, PriffiegClearanice.
fDriveways, - GrovilFavad, Brok, Contrt
"Ponds. - yaler feallifes Ponds; Rills,

EPatios, - “Sial, SI6ne Pavers, Brck.

Log's for'sala - Cilandsphttosise, .

Hateg.n, Sonning Cormban

TelfFax: 0118-9721342

W e stock all types of
v" Animal Feed

v" Frozen Meat

v" Farm Feeds

We have been trading in the village for over 40 years
We have old fashioned friendly Service
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things

You may be surprised
we now stock

for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00

COME AND SEE US !!

W e Stock Products for
v' Animal Well Being
Wild Birds

. Email interestedin
Farm Animals

43a Wood Lane
Sonning Common RG4 9SJ
Ponds 0118 9723495

etcountrysupplies.co.uk
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk

)
A orswoL
(_ ¢ CREA

Also We &ell
M EM BERSHIP for
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD

Domestic Animals
Wild life
Toys and Beds

AN NN Y NN

Open...... Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat)
9am to 4pm Weds
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols

ANGLING CLUB




+ Family Portraits % Mum and Baby Portraits % Children’s Parties # Pet Portraits
Celebrations % Product pack shots - for websites and marketing collateral

ind let

www. kathrynfellphotography.co.uk - for more info or to book a sitting, please
contact kathrynfellphotography@hotmall.co.uk or call 07958 374 770

Pranic Healing-what’s it all about?

Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and effective system of non-touch energy healing
developed by Master Choa Kok Sui. It isbased on the principle that the body is capable of healing
itself from many different physical and emotional imbalances.
It isperformed in the bio-plasmic energy body that surrounds the physical body also known as the
aura. The healer increases the body's ability to heal itself by making more life energy available for
it to use.
Atreatment lasts around 45 minutes and is suitable for any age and any ailment.

Please call me for more information on the number below.

— M editation Evening
I/ 'Ir
| also co-organise a meditation group in
Whitchurch Village Hall, Manor Rd, RG8 7EU
on the 2" Monday of the month at 7.30.

(eg 10" October, 14" November)

f
/;-:’; = \:’f ?J'r{'r {,'er/,/.r(

Pranic Healer

36 Churchill Crescent
RG4 9RX

07736 298206 or 0118 972 1859
www.ukpranic-healing.co.uk
sjpranichealing@gmail.com
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AONT Cchange

The world may be a different

place to how it was 52 years ago
when Chiltern Edge Horticultural
Society (CEHS) ran its first

auvtummn show, but the time and
effort that goes into preparing for
the show remains jusl the same.
Here CEHS member Jo Stoves gives
us an insider’s view on what’s
involved.

The last week in August saw me pouring
over the schedule for the autumn show.
Chrysanthemums and dahlias - don’t grow
them, roses - over, courgettes - haven't got
three the same size . . .

Then it's 8.15am on show day (3 September)
and a group of dedicated helpers arrive

at the venue, Chiltemn Edge School. Tables
are set up for the exhibits; green covering
for flowers, fruit and veg, white for cookery
and handicraft. Plant and produce sales’
stalls and tombolas are organised, recently-
polished cups arranged for presentation and
the refreshment area is fransformed.

By 10om 51 eager competitors arive and
start presenting their produce to its best
advantage, arranging flower displays in

an adjacent room. Meanwhile, the show
secretary and assistants check and double
check entry records. Then a final adjustment
and prayers are made before judging
commences at 12 noon. The judges are very
professional and they take their time. They
measure blooms and runner beans, weigh
marrows 1o find the largest, ensure entries
conform to the schedule, taste cookery
entries and write encouraging notes to
exhibitors for future reference.

Just time to put up our feet now for a well
earned cup of fea and a sandwich.....

The show opens at 2.30pm. Throughout the
afternoon about 150 visitors view some 270
exhibits of a very high standard. There are
some magnificent flower arangements, two
huge marrows, some enormous cabbages,
polished onions and shallots, cakes, jams and
bread, soft fruit, apples and pears, paintings,
needlecraft, photographs and a wall full

of colourful seahorses from the children of
Sonning Common Primary School.

At 3pm John Howell, MP for Henley, arrives to
spend time looking round before presenting
the prizes at around 4pm. He fells us he

enjoys gardening when he has the time, but

admits to using someone to cut the grass and

hedges for him. He is very complimentary
about our show and the standard of entries
and has something encouraging fo say to
each winner.

With the raffle drawn and John Howell
presented with a basket of fruit, veg and
flowers grown by committee members, it's
all over until the next spring show. Exhibits
that have been envied during the afternoon
are removed and willing muscle power
dismantles the show. After a final sweep up,
it's the end of a long but very successful and
enjoyable show day.

You don't have to be a show grower to
become a member of CEHS. An interest in
growing things or just looking at other people’s
gardens is enough. So, if you are interested

in joining the Society, please contact our
membership secretary Sue Hedges on

0118 972 3678.

Some of the home-grown produce on show.

The autumn show prizewinners. Back row,
from left: Michael Wheeler, Jean Mason,
Roger Parker, Ann Holt, John Howell MP, Grace
Johnson, Chrissie Phillips-Tilbury, Sylvia Dickins,
Frank Williams, David Smith and Martin
Hedges. Front row, from left, Sylvia Newnham,
lise Eve and Margaret Crush (seated)



HEATH & WATKINS

HARDWARE, PAINT, TOOLS, GARDEN ACCESSORIES, BEDDING PLANTS
AND SHRUBS, PRE-PACKED COAL THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

MAIN AGENTS FOR SUTTONS SEEDS.
SHEARS HOLLOW-GROUND & SHARPENED.
ALL TYPES OoF KEYS CUT.

CYCLE SPARES & REPAIRS & EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL

41 A WoobDp LANE, SONNING COMMON
T KipmMmORE END 0118 972 2107

Mr FixiT

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything!
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior.
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical,
Woodwork, Glazing.

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration

for older properties.
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished.

Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing,
Hedge and Tree Cutting.

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates

07752 759908

Beville

Call My Driver

Friendly & Reliable

Taxi Service
Based in Sonning Common

07796 688477

www.beville.co.uk

Grove Road £695,000

Extended and completely refurbished detached
five bedroom family home, offering spacious
accommodation, within a good size plot.

For more information on our
full range of properties or to
book a free valuation of your

home, please contact us on
0118 924 25 26

Email info@beville.co.uk

Grove Road £595,000
Extended older style detached family home,
with original features and 120ft rear garden.

Sedgewell Road £495,000

Four bedroom chalet set in a sought after

residential road, offering well presented

flexible accommodation with 120ft garden.

Kennylands Road £525,000

Extended older style four bedroom semi

detached home, presented in good order with
100ft sunny aspect rear garden.

Tokers Green £385,000
Spacious three bedroom and three reception
room semi detached family home situated on
approx 0.2acre plot.



i &%‘m& Estimates

ﬂ{myelﬁmmwu
. General Buildings Contructor
i Wmcm&uﬂmfwmﬂ
Sonning Common

Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875

Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com
Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk

BUY LOCAL
APPLES&PEARS

+ 60 varieties + APPLE JUICE +

HONEY+

Cross Lanes Fruit Farm 6c§5 LM%
Mapledurham, RG4 7UW
Tel: 0118 972 3167 Sy o

Join 24074 to Reading at Cane End, first right, right again.
Farm shop is en the road to Goring Heath.
* APPLE DAY SUNDAY 9th OCTOBER *

wiany Crosslanesfruitfarm co.uk

DK Bullders

20 Years Experience
Brickwork - Extensions

Garden Walls - Patios

..and much more

Call Daren on 07951 736745
for a FREE ESTIMATE

Property Consultants

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

Cross

George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRIiCs

0118 947 4600

www.highmoorcross.co.uk

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in SDnning Common area
Including Ante and Post Natal

Mondays f Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (& in Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

Christine Brook - Member of Body Cantrol Pilates Assoc
Ring 07789 717017 or email chris@
e {1

AUSTIN

HARRIS
S

V.H.S.

BLINDS, PELMETS
TIE BACKS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 9549 2448
OR
0781 561 0007

T.V. & VIDEO
RENTAL

RADIO & T.V.
SALES / SERVICES

REPAIRS T0
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

KIDMORE END 0118 972 3098



Fat cats are taking more

of the cream

With reference to Leigh Rawlins’ letter about our

threatened library service (August/September

These fat cats are not only taking more and more
of the cream but they are unable to move fast enough

to catch any mice. If the fat cats want to cut our meagre

edition), the proposed £490,000 to be saved by
cutting professional staff from libraries is not a
huge amount out of Oxfordshire’s budget (and
the figure is probably manipulated anyway).

services and reduce the level of educational support to
the next generation then it’s fime we let them know how
we feel and stop paying - or make it very difficult for
them to collect - our council tax.

Our council tax is never cut in line with reduced services.

When you consider how much the fat cats running the
council are earning, a small cut in their generous pay
(some earn more than the Prime Minister), their benefits,
their expenses and a further cut in the unnecessary courses
they are always going on, would easily foot the bill.

A wonderful service
from the FISH 1Ibus

| recently went on my first outing with the FISH bus, having secured a seat
from the waiting list. And what a pleasant experience it was!

| was picked up from my house before collecting other people from around the
village. It was interesting to find new roads in Sonning Common that | didn't know
existed, although | have lived here for 26 years.

Once our bus was full and we were on our way to author Enid Blyton’s former
home at Boumne End, our driver was most helpful and informative, making for a
very relaxed afternoon.

Everyone seemed to enjoy our visit to this garden, which finished with tea and
homemade cake, before returning fo our various addresses.

What a wonderful service for us ‘oldies’. | shall hope to go again.

JANET WRIGHT
Essex Way

Let's see more wooden
kissing gartes

How much better of late to witness and use the new-style wooden kissing
gates that are appearing on footpaths locally. They are such an
improvement on the clanking, galvanised ones that warn off wildlife as
soon as you use them.

The wooden gates are very welcome in our rural landscape. Let's see
more of them.

JAMES WATKINS
Grove Road

We are receiving very few benefits for all the tax we pay in
rural areas. B

PETER OLDFIELD
Shiplake Bottom

Pledse keep
fhe vilage Tiay

We have an excellent street cleaner
but he cannot always be on duty.

Like lots of residents in Sonning Common, |
regularly pick up litter and put it in the nearest
litter bin.

| am dismayed to find that most of it is child
orientated - drinks’ cartons and crisp packets
as well as ice lolly and ice-cream wrappers.

Some adults still dump black bags by the
side of the already full charity bin and fill the
public bins with household rubbish which
should be recycled.

The Villoge Gardeners are working hard to
improve the look of our village, and judging
by the compliments we receive when we are
out gardening, people are pleased with what
we are doing. But we want to concentrate on
planting and weeding flower beds and fubs,
not on picking up litter.

Please could all adults who read this
magazine remind their children, grandchildren
and themselves that the village belongs to us.
If we don't look after if, who will?

CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY
Woodlands Road
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CHRIST THE KING — SONNING COMMON

ST JOHN THE BAPTIST = KIDMORE END

We thank all those who collected
for and contributed to this year’s
Christian Aid collection; the
amount raised was more than
£1,400 — a great result. Our thanks,
too, to Eileen Pearson for organising
the collection yet again.

Our discussion group, led by the
Rev Barry Olsen, continues to
meet on the first Wednesday of
each month, at Christ the King, at
7.30pm. You can read about our
discussions in the Lamb and Flag,
our church magazine (there’s a
copy in the library).

Not everybody can manage to
get fo church on Sunday moming;
parents of young children can
find it particularly difficult. Little

Lambs is a friendly church group,
which caters for children under five
and their parents/carers. It meets
at St John's Church, from 9.30-
10.30am, on the last Wednesday
of the month during term-time

and provides a short service,

craft activities and refreshments.
Enquiries to Felicity Cooper on 0118
947 7862.

This year’s ‘bring and share’ harvest
lunch will be held on Sunday 9
October. Tickets are required.

All Soulstide is when we hold a
special service to remember dear
ones who have died, possibly, but
not exclusively, in the last year.

This year’s service will be held in

St John’s, at 6.30pm, on Sunday,

30 October. All are welcome,
whether regular churchgoers or not.

Friends and family may light a
candle in memory of their loved
one. A list of names of those 1o be
specially remembered will be read
out. Names should be submitted,
beforehand, fo the Rector,
telephone 0118 972 3987, or to
one of the church wardens — Jenny
MacGregor, 0118 947 2855 or
Karen Broadbent, 0118 972 4606.

On Sunday, 30 October a joint
service will fake place at All Saints’,
Peppard, at 10.30am.

Remembrance Sunday is on
13 November this year. Those
wishing fo attend the service af the

War Memorial in Kidmore End are
asked to assemble at 10.50am.
Following the service at the War
Memorial, there will be is a service
in St John's Church.

Our Christmas Fair - a joint church/
school event — will be held in
Kidmore End School, on Saturday,
19 November from 12 noon

until 3pm.

On Sunday, 20 November a
service to mark the feast of Christ
the King will take place at Christ the
King Church at 9.30am.

NEIL SCOTT
On behalf of the Parochial
Church Council

BROOK HOUSE FURNITURE

SLEEP

FURNITURE BARN, MANOR FARM, ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD, RG9 5LA

SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM, SUNDAY TTAM-4PM

OR BY APPOINTMENT

HENLEY SHOWROOM, 5 READING ROAD, HENLEY , RG9 1AB
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM,

WWW.BROOKHOUSEINTERIORS.COM
01491410098




Tom Fort

GROWING YOUR OWN

One of the many depressing
things about coming home
from summer hols is the state of
the vegetable garden. It never
ceases to amaze me how swiftly
the order imposed with such
tedious labour on my raised
beds degenerates into anarchy.

Weeds sprout, leftuces bolt, slugs
go ape. Climbing beans that were
scarcely visible before you left
have swollen into stringy inedibility.
Courgettes smaller than your little
finger have exploded into green
monsters as thick as your leg.

The melancholy truth of growing
fruit and veq is that you cannot

really afford to take your eye off
them in the growing season.

Holidays should really be taken in
the depths of dormant winter, or
without you, neither of which tends
to get much family support. So
away you go, and inevitably you
miss the best of your raspberries,
your carrots, your beautiful sweet
beetroof.

Nevertheless | contfinue fo derive a
pleasure from growing soft fruit and
vegetables which is connected
only tenuously with the produce
itself. The labour of digging over,
spreading manure and viciously
atftacking weeds is soothing and

gunningplumbing.com

beneficial. It is a joy to see the first
gooseberries form, and a keen
delight to squish the caterpillars
infent on ravaging their leaves.
Best of all is the opportunity your
fruit and veg provide for boasting.

Have you noticed how gardeners
always ask how your efforts are
progressing but never listen to the
answer?

If you tell them how well your
carrots are coming on, they will tell
you how they are already eating
theirs. If you lament the failure

of your leeks, they will email you

a picture of theirs standing thick
and fall and luxuriant. Mention

sonningcommon

magazine

your onions and they will cup their
hands to indicate the size of theirs.

So, thanks for asking: my beans
and courgettes are flourishing, my
autumn raspberries are wondrous,
my cauliflowers are a source of
grief, my leeks are a scandal. | am
a happy gardener, if not a wholly
successful one.

WEE-COT SEATIN G

« plurmbing + healing - gas -

ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES

CAVERSHAM BASED
GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA

Upholstery, Loose Covers,
Replacement Cushions, Chair
Caning, French Polishing
& Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH
Tel: 0118 972 4560

CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931
www.gunningplumbing.com

’
lan’s
Valeting Service
FAST e FRIENDLY ¢ RELIABLE

FULL VALET SMALL CAR £30

FULL VALET LARGE CAR £40

Will pick up and return spotless
inside and out

Call
07597 081927

= PLASTERWG = WMI REPEN - BESURFACE

= PLIGTERWG OVER BETEY CERING SPTCIWISTS

= DNT-EINING - PARTTITON WALLS & DOORIrs FIe
= CENIYE  CEMINICT & CARFENTRY WOWK

= PANTING A DRECORITIVG

= FRIL ESTIMATES

N & N RELISNEE FRNVAER N SFEVNT

TPATRT AP

RARE. O 5% TIZIES,
MO 07515455500
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your next MoT on
production of this voucher

As Reading’s longest established Vauxhall dealer, we offer unrivalled
levels of customer service and great value for money. In stock, we
have the best selection o
can guarantea wea will nof

w and used Vauxhalls in the area and
[ bea!g_rfn price or choice.

e 'onﬁmonﬂduxhall Sy,

Sonning ﬁnrﬁmun_ﬁar qge Lfd ~
0118.972 2 _._21

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING

Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

(o EQSTON wfummn

F'HOPERTYCAHE bomesnx (1)

mstauen |-

* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms
* Landscaping and fencing

0118 947 7738

07717 295679
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats

Small Pets -
g

Dog Walking

Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536

c Abbeycrest

‘Nursing Home

Essex Way, Kennylands Road
Sonning Common Reading RG4 9RG Telephone: Reading 0118 972 4414

Full Medical NURSING CARE - 24 Hours a day QUALIFIED and VERY CARING Staff.
Long Term and Holiday Stays — Subject to Availability.

A superbly equipped, centrally heated home with Nurse Call, colour T.V.s etc. in all
bedrooms, lounges, etc.

Abbeycrest has 14 single and double bedrooms to give a maximum of 24 beds.

When you really care about the tender loving care your loved ones deserve please
contact:
MATRON TeLEPHONE: 0118 972 4414 or call in and visit us.

Please make enquiries re. Staff Vacancies to: the Matron on Reading 0118 972 4414




TUMOS up

for Chiltern Edge

| asked two of our local boys, Harry
Sayer and Ed Drakeford-Lewis, about
their experience of the first few days
at secondary school last month. They
had both attended Sonning Common
Primary School and had previously
visited Chiltern Edge only for sports
events. They told me:

"We were a little nervous on the first day. Buf the
fact that only the new year 7 children, and some
mentors from higher years, affended school on
the first day made it a bit easier. We were given

a small map fo help us find the classrooms and
made only one wrong turn!

"Finding our way around has been much easier
than we thought although going from one

Exam results

Congratulations to all the pupils, their ‘
parents and teachers at Chiltern ‘
Edge School for another set of good
GCSE results. A total of 71 per cent of
students achieved five and more A*
fo C grades. English and mathematics l
were included in this result for 56 per l
|
|

cent of young people.

REVIEW

PERCY JACKSON AND
THE LIGHTNING THIEF

By Rick Riordan (suitable for age 9+)

o

feacher for most of the day fo six or seven is a

big change for us.

“We are in different houses for lessons and

probably won't see much of each other during
the day, but can join after-school sports clubs

where we can meet up with other friends.

“The school has a tutor group system and we both
like having older children around. All the students

and tutors seem very helpful and friendly.

"Our headteacher, Mr Sadler, is feaching us
geography which is a great way fo get fo know

him quickly.

“In the first week, we both enjoyed English and

science best as well as the snacks in
the cafe, of course!”

CHRISTINE ATKINSON

- S

Ed Drakeford-Lewis (left) and Harry Sayer.

This book review was written by the
Three Boys reading group - Scott
Barnett, Alfie Ireland and Daniel
Jordan - when they were in year 6 at
Sonning Common Primary School.

The book is about a boy called Percy
Jackson, who accidentally vaporises his
maths teacher on a school trip.

It is set in the present time, but it is
about the ancient Greek gods’ kids: it
turns out Percy is half boy, half god - his
father is Poseidon. Zeus’ lightning bolt
has gone missing, and Percy’s mission
is to track it down before war breaks out
among the gods.

Alfie says: “It is quite slow starting, but
very exciting and full of adventures
when it gets started. | would
recommend this book to anyone who
has already read Harry Potter.”

youth zone

Please he\p,*Of’u‘?por‘r

Our young people

Many people in the village will know
that Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)
withdrew support for The Edge Youth
Club atf Chiltern Edge School from the
end of August.

The management committee, in
partnership with Chiltem Edge School, is
working hard to replace the youth club
with a locally-managed and resourced
facility for young people.

We have already secured a promise

of substantial financial support from
Sonning Common Parish Council and

an application has been made fo the
OCC's Big Society Fund for sef-up cosfs.
The school is busy negotiating the transfer
of the premises into our ownership.

Recruitment is underway for staff to run
the club and we are hoping to open

in the near future. The main stumbling
block going forward will be finance and
the management committee will be
approaching local organisations and
businesses looking for help with this.

We hope that many people in the
village will be keen to see this evening

will support us in any way they can. Bl

DANIEL SADLER
Headteacher, Chiltern Edge School

Dan says: “Percy Jackson is a must-
read for children aged 9-12 as it is both
compelling and action-packed. | really
enjoyed the bit where the minotaur
attacks Percy, especially as he wins
against all the odds. Once you start
reading this book you won’t be able to
put it down - | read it so quickly it left
me wanting more!”

Scott says: “I liked the fact that it was
very descriptive and interesting, and has
a lot of suspense and excitement. The bit
| found the most exciting was when Mrs
Dodds took Percy into a deserted gallery
and then tried to kill him.”

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief
won the Red House Children’s Book
Award in 2006, and is the first in a series
of five books about Percy Jackson. All
of Rick Riordan’s books are available to
borrow from your local library. l

provision for young people continue and
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CARPET FITTER | [ R

Peppard Road
Sonning Common

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist

(Registered Charity No. 1062939)
Underlays & Fixings Supplied # Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
. and dance studio
Re-Adaptions & Restretches # Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels
Measuring, Estimating & Planning # General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities
4 Pre-School programmes
Carpets ~ Vinyl ~ Amtico ©~ Kamdean # Ballet Classes

¢ Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)
4 Gym Birthday Parties

MICHAEL HODGSON 4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

Dean & Milward

insurance brokers & financial advisers
3 Market Place Mews Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 578259 Fax: 01491 410597

Motor Insurance

It really is worthwhile asking us for a quote

Over 200 happy customers in
Sonning Common.

Instant Professional Save
SERVICE MONEY Milo and Michael Harper
4-,3“"' Rt MEMBER OF
s nc:v;:tw % m ;
1‘_I':u':l::::‘ 3 THE INSTITUTE OF Milo Technical Sl.'lp[l'l]'l't
40‘ ‘fﬁ INSURANCE BROKERS
i 0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

OPTIPLAN

bespoke kitchens

We have moved to our new
larger improved showroom at:

Wyevale Hare Hatch
Garden Centre

Bath Road

Hare Hatch

Twyford

Berkshire RG10 95W

Telephone: 0118 940 6600

Fax: 0118 940 6622
Email:

henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk

Website:
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday — Saturday
9:00am - 5:00pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays
by appointment only

& 13 Full dis

et -
«Manufacturer and Retailer — No Middle Men!
*Bring in your own Measurements for an = Kitchens Handmade to Any Size or Colour
on-the-spot Cuote Granite and Corian Workiop Specialists
De Dietrich Appliance centre «Project Managed Installation Service « Factory Visits Welcome

) +20 Year Guaraniee on Fumiture Ovwver 17,000 safisfied customers in this area
Bosch Appliance centre established 1984

Displays featuring
Granite, Caesarstone, Solid
Wood and Laminate Worktops
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Here images on postecards collected by
one village resident provide a window
on Sonning Common’s past.

Towniug 1:.-.~.;_..,,1,,-_.,'

Brinds Comer in the 1930s.

Sonning Common Primary School circa 19580. It shows the car belonging the then headmaster, Mr A G Miller.

Widmore Pond. The postcard was sent in 1917 and said: "lt's lovely all round here. The air is beautiful.”

The Well at Old Copse, circa 1919.

Stannard’s, the first shop in the village, a general store founded by Fred Stannard in 1903 and now the premises of JDP Engineering.

Woodlands Road (posted in 1927).

Kennylands Road (dating indiscernible). o7
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FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town centres.
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.
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& extensions, relurbs & painting., decorating
®  Conservalonies o wall & floor tling
& rodding. gullermg o wood & laminate flooning
& soffies, fascias ® ganden miintenence, fencing,
& pew Kitchens, new bathrooms sheds, decking etc
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Free
2ok Estimates

Fed Up With Call Centres

Barrs Insurance
Mark & Helen Richards

Your Local Insurance Brokers
For The Unusual & The Usual

Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance

* House & Contents - Business -« Liabilities

« Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity
* Horse « Shops « Sickness / Accident

Commercial / Unusual Vehicle
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome

0178 924 2603

mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
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TANDO&RI

21 Wood Lane
Sonning Common
0118 972 3104 /972 1054

ORI,

Come & Experience authentic
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine

* Fully Air-Conditioned
% Large Groups Catered For
* Open 7 Days a Week

TAKE-AWAY MENU
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

S J HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner

All carpentry work undertaken
MDF built-in furniture a speciality
Quality craftsmanship

Telephone Steve on: 0118 972 3602
Mobile: 07887 653866

S o/nnLn?/ @n/mnto/n g?) wuiy/

12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

* MANICURE - PEDICURE « ORGANIC FACIALS
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS
* WAXING e« LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS
* SPRAY TANNING « MAKE-UP + MASSAGE
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Gift Vouchers Available
Some reduced price treatments available each
week please ring to check availablity




EDS School of Motoring
0118 972 3349 / 0794 057 9018
edsschiooloimotoring@yahoo.co.uk

Creating
good safe
drivers
for life

2 nobleintentions
landscape garden design

Professional
advice, design &
planting for your
garden.

Call Gail Noble
on01189723214 |~

www.noble-intentions.com | | : R

Canine Hydrotherapy Centre

Rehabilitation for pre or post operative/ injury
To improve mobility in the older dog

To improve general condition and fitness
Weight management

To improve mental well-being & quality of life
To increase muscle mass, tone & stamina

Fun! A great way to exercise your dog

Largest pool in the area Fully Insured
Qualified staff NARCH & CHA Registered
Shower and Drying facilities  Recognised by Pet Insurers

\®

Weddi ngs Funexals

_/Uam{—%e:ﬂ.{ g:;rt Bﬂuquefs

WNational & Intexnational Deliveries

.:Im'l‘.lil? ﬂuuf.{.fffd' .L-_"rlfr.li sl _r"ri [4 -'i?t'irr.l! :ﬁr llll'-'n-'l"-'l'l_,l

42 Wood Lane = Sonning Common » RG4 95L
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916

Qe turn (ﬁ::efmﬁa into ﬁﬂwera

Doggy Dips

Doggy Day Care

Home alone is no place for a dog for long periods
of time so at Doggy Day Care we ensure that
your dog has a fun time when you are unable to
be with them. Your dog will be walked, played
with, fed and allowed to curl up for a sleep.

Doggy Behaviour Correction

We offer a one-one service to help you correct
poor and unacceptable behaviour. We have
many years experience in dealing with
behaviour correction so if it’s constant barking,
lead pulling, aggression or some other problem,
call us for a chat or simply pop in to the Centre.

0118 972 4849
Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road * Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9]T

www.doggydips.co.uk



