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Lai bat

Gui chdu Dung,

Béc da doc loat bai viét ctia chdu. Van phong rat gian
di ctia chau da chdm phét mot ndi dung vo cling phong
pht vé gia dinh néi riéng va bbi canh lich st dan toc
Viét néi chung. Bac thiét nghi chau — mot ngudi Viét xa
X — da déng gbdp khong it vao gia tai van hoa ciia 6ng
cha dé lai. Nhitng doan van clia chau goi nhé hai doan
van ngay xua bac da viét trong "Ngudi Viét dang yéu”:

Chiing t6i nght cd kho tang van chuong — bdc hoc ciing nhu binh
ddn — con kia.

... O Vigt Nam, nghé thudt khong danh gid bang tien, nghé thudt
fion nhién ndy né nhu hoa ld trong thién nhién! Nguoi vé tranh
ga lon chi la mot nguoi dan qué Viét song & mot lang héo lanh,
quanh ndm ting thiéu; nguoi nhac si mien Trung ddnh trong
Phuong Vi xong thi xudng con do ngheo tiép tuc lénh dénh trén
dong song Huong. ..

Qua vay, nghé thuat chdu dung ta bd that hdn nhién

trong bai "Nhu mot thodng may bay”:
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“Budi chieu may con bé doi Bo di lam vé dé bam vao canh tay
ran chac cua Bo dang cong lai dua ra, may dita nhin chdan lén
du dua roi cuoi nhu nac né.”

“BJ dén dén con & truomg thi vao tan gidng duong tim, khi thdy
mdt con, BO gio chum chia khod 1én ldc ldc ra hiu roi xudng xe
ngoi doi.”

Chéu con khéo 1éo diing nhing 18i trong di bt ctia BS,
nhiing dau khé ma bd cling véi van ménh dat nudc da
kinh qua:

“Vi yéu T6 qubc, mén qué hvong nén téi da é lai Viet Nam cho
tron trdch nhiém cia st quan cp td doc nhat cia truong quan y
con & lai. Chiu dung canh ti day sudt gan mudi ndm trong cdc
trai lao tu & Béc Viét do Cong San [dp ra dé trd thi nhitng chién
sT qudc gia con ket lai. Vi bao co cuc, ddi khdt cia thoi gian goi
la kAo sai cdi tao, ti cb gdng gidt tinh than bat khudt va nhan
cdch ciia mot chién T khi thdt thé, sa co.”

Cam on chéu da to6 dam diéu bac hang ap u:

“Hay ding dau khd lam chdt lidu ma thip én ngon lia tin yéu
béi qud thdt dan téc minh vi da kinh qua qud nhiéu dau khé ma
¢6 thita chat “nguoi” dé trd thanh mot trong nhitng dan toc dang
yéu nhdt nhan loai.”

Bic

Doan Qubc Sy
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Loi tua

Néu chiing ta tin "van 1a ngudi” thi trudng hop D& Dung
14 mot dién hinh. Poc van B Dung, ching ta ¢ thé hiéu
duoc tinh tinh va tdm trang ba. Vi thé chét yéu dudi, 1am
viéc gi ba cling phai nuong nhe, tir tén. Su nuong nhe &y
da anh hudng dén van chuong ba. Tat ca nhiing bai viét
clia ba déu “bénh bdng nhu may”, nhu nhing giot "ning
ngot ngao” khién ngudi doc cling bénh bdng tréi theo
dong suy tu ctia ba.

Db Dung thudng viét theo tlly hiing nén van ctia ba ¢
lGc nhu k€ chuyén, cé lic nhu tam sy, lai ¢é lGc nhu
than thd véi riéng minh. Trong “Bén BS Ta sinh”, ba ké
lai chuyén dau 6m ctia minh khién déc gia clng x6t xa,
xic déng:

T6i con nhd nhu in budi toi sau khi lam Angiogram, nha téi va
chdu it dang ngoi canh givong, vién bdc s dén da than nhién
noi:

— T6i rdt budn, ba Nguyén, ba vudng phdi mot cin bénh hiém:
Pulmonary hypertension! Bénh nay khong chita duoc, chi doi
thay phot, thay tim. Ba con song hai nam... Hay thu xép va vui
nhitng ngay con lai.

Mt nha téi trang béch ra va thang con can moi, dui mat dé
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ngan tiéng nac. Toi diéng nguoi nhdn bdn dn tix hinh. Téi cé
cam gidc mat toi nhu danh lai va nguot nhu té di.

Budi sdng hém sau, ngoi trén xe ldn roi kAGi bénh vién. Tit nay
t6i la ké tan phé. Mi liic nao ciing phdi cé dng thd oxygen. Téi
that su thanh nguoi tan phé.

(Bén bo sinh tir)

Nhung du khéng duoc binh thudng, 5 Dung van yéu
dsi, van lang man va gidu tudng tuong. D6 1a tinh chat
clia mdt nghé si. Bbi véi céc ban, dac biét nhing ban
cling hoc Trung Vuong ci, ba van than yéu, tran trong
méi khi nhic téi.

Theo thudng 1€ mdi sdng thit bdy, tix tinh mo Diém va cdc ban da
riu rit goi nhau dé cing ra cong vién di b6 quanh ho hodc ra bién
di doc theo bai cdt. Sdng nay, vi Diém mdi trd vé sau khi dua me
sang Hoa Thinh Bon tham gia dink 6ng anh cd nén chd thdy ai
goi va nang ciing luoi bieng nam nudng dén by gio.

Khdng di ciing thdy nhd, khéng biét Vi Dung dang lam gi, chic
lai tiu tit bén chong con. Trong cdc ban, cd & nang la nguoi hanh
phtic nhdt, mdt luén ludn vui tuoi, hi hdn, gan ai nguoi dy ciing
vui [dy. Hong Tudc ddng yéu, nhin doi véi cdp mdt bao dung,
chuyén gi nang ciing coi la chuyén nhé, luén an i, vd vé ban
bang nhitng 10 ndi chan that, chi tinh. ..

(Ndng ngot ngao)
Vira bénh hoan vira lang man, déi khi P& Dung thoéat
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ra khéi nhiing quy luat gd bé vé cach hanh van. Nhung
chinh dé lai 13 mét dac diém ctia van BS Dung. Néu muc
dich ctia 161 van 1a khién ngudi doc hiéu duoc tac gia thi
van clia D& Dung da dat muc dich d6. Khéng nhing thé
161 van ay con 1am cho ngudi doc yéu mén téc gia hon.

Chiing t6i xin tran trong gidi thiéu cting ban doc cudn
“Nhu M6t Thodng May Bay” véi niém tin ban doc sé say

mé 16i van nhe nhang, doi lic bong bénh cla tac gia va
sé danh rat nhiéu cdm tinh cho tac gia.

Ta Quang Khoi
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P& Dung: théi vé ngon gié yéu thuong

D5 Dung xuat hién trén dién dan Tho Van hai ngoai véi phong
cach e &p diu dang ctia mot cay bit méi, bai mé dau “Theo
Gié” da nhanh chéng lan di trén mang ludi internet toan cau,
16i van nhe nhang mang dang dap Ha Noi xua , gidn di ma
trung thuc da di vao long doc gid yéu Tho Van. Qua mét loat
bai ngan, DA Dung da thu ngan duoc khoang cach ban dau
ddivéi ban doc, toi cling tim duoc su gan gii 4y trong van clia
Db Dung, tuy méi gap ma ¢l tudng da quen nhau tir 1au lam.

Poc B Dung mot 1an, thém mét 1an nira nhu duoc trd lai
véi Tu Luc Van DBoan, khai dau khai phéd nén van hoc Viét
Nam véi nhitng cau chuyén vé tinh ngudi, tinh gia dinh,
mot chidt bdng bénh lang man tudi tré, céi ct chen lan
trong cai méi nhung van rat "né nép”, B Dung da théi vé
ngon gié clia yéu thuong qua mot sb truyén ngan cta chi.

Theo tac gid tam su, chi lao vao véi chl nghia sau khi tréi
qua mot con binh ngat ma chi tudng da dau hang sd ménh,
thé nhung bang mot nghi luc phi thudng DS Dung da ludt
qua duoc can bénh trAm kha. Nhu mot phép la, chang nhiing
sbng vui, sbng khoé véi chdng con ma chi con diing ngdi bt,
viét say sua nhimng ky niém hay bién cb xay ra trong dong doi.
Nhu nhiing trang nhat ky, rat riéng tu nhung sao lai giéng nhu
la chung, dé la céi duyén ctia ngdi bt ma chi da gti duoc céi
riéng clia minh thanh mau s6 chung clia nhiéu ngud.
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Ban dau, chi danh hét thoi gian dé ghi lai nhiing gi than yéu
gan bd nhét trong doi ctia mbi con ngudsi, hinh anh cud gia
dinh, anh em, chdng con lan luct di vao trong tac phdm clia
chi. Chi chup hinh bang ngdi bit, va ngudi doc truyén hinh
nhu cling duoc ngdm nghfa nhitng tAm anh ctia chi, dit chi
bang ngdi bit nhung ding 13 B4 Dung dang théi vé ngon gié
clia yéu thuong, hay dét 1én mét ngon nén 4m &p dé ban
doc di vao khong khi gia dinh dy yéu thuong gan bé cla
chi. Ngudi ta bt gap dau dé hinh anh mét gia dinh tiéu biéu
clia Ha Néi nhiing ndm thang cli, Ha Néi clia gia phong né
nép ma tlr dng ba cho dén con chéu, nhing sinh hoat doi
thudng sao nghe trong dé day ap su ti té va thuong yéu.

Hay nghe DA Dung i ra ké chuyén, tha hd cling tac gia quay
vé nhitng ndm théng ci clla mot ngudi chi ca trong gia
dinh, ting géc nhd trong sinh hoat hang ngay, hinh béng
clia &ng ba, cha me, anh em. Rdi khi trudng thanh ngon gié
tinh yéu thdi mot an gié nhe mon man vao tam hdn ngudi
con gai méi chap chiing vao ddi, tinh yéu cla tac gia cling
dam tham, can nhac cht khéng nén na voi va, ngdi bit clia
P& Dung cang chiing muc hon. Chan chi buéc theo dong
ddi cling 1dm ndi déng cay, tdi hon, chiu dung khi 1am vao
canh ngd nhu bao phu nit ddng canh sau nam 1975, mé
chit nghia hoc hanh bao nhiéu nam troi dang dang, tuéng
da vt di theo giot md hoi thAm dAm nhoc nhan.

Téi van thudng ndi véi B Dung, khéng Sng thi khéng Viét
duoc dau, su tudng tuong trong nhitng hdi ky déu 14 nhing
chép vé khong chup duoc tAm anh 6 chiéu sau , doc gia ciing
khong phai nhitng ngudi dé bi dénh Itra khi tac gid qua cudng
diéu dé dién t& nhimg g khdng that. Téi ddng cam véi ban vikhi
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xem ban chup &nh qua nhiing truyén ngin nhu Chiée L4 Vang,
Bén B T Sinh, Nang Ngot Ngao, Huong Neoc Lan vyv. . ., tu
nhién t6i thay gan glii véi chi chdng qua tuy d6 1a chuyén riéng,
nhung van 1a chung vi né gan gfii qué véi cude doi.

Trong truyén ngan “Nhu Mot Thodng May Bay”, DS Dung lay
lam tua cho cubn sach dau tay cdia minh, du dinh sé& xuét
ban trong nam 201 1. Géi ghém tron tria cau chuyén clia mot
ngudi cha, nhung tac gid da chup lai gan nhu day dt mot bic
anh gia dinh ma éng BS 1a nhan vat chinh. Tap truyén khoang
10 truyén ngan véi 200 trang gidy, tuy khong theo mét chi dé
nhét dinh, nhung ban doc ¢é thé nhin thay tac phdm ducc
chia thanh ba thdi ky: tudi nién thiéu véi gia dinh & Ha Noi
trudc nam 1954, tudi hoa nién khi 16n 1én & Sai Gon va 3 mot
n{ sinh trudng Trung Vuong, sinh vién Dugc Khoa & Sai Gon
trudc nam 1975. Va nhiing cau chuyén nho nho vé cude sbng
ban than, sumat con clia cude doi tac gia trdi néi theo dong
lich str qué nha, truyén nao cling mang theo mét thong diép
ma hinh nhu ban doc tu nhan dugc ft nhiéu sau khi doc xong
nhiing truyén ngan cla chi.

Pén day chéc téi phai chdm dit dé cho ban doc tu tim
thdy... mot diéu g dé... trong nhing cau chuyén gdi
ghém trong tac pham “Nhu Mot Thodng May Bay” ctia D6
Dung. Phai vay khdng cd ban van ma toi hang quy mén?

Mua he 2011

Nguyén Nhung
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Vui budn véi BS Dung

Lan dau tién t6i doc truyén clia BS Dung trong mot
trang web ctia nhém Trung Vuong 58-65 trén mang ludi
Internet. "C6 bé TV nao ma viét hay qua!”. Va tdi khong
thé khong theo doi tim doc P& Dung trén cac dién dan
Tho Van, Pai Hoc Van Khoa...

Téi bi quyén ri qua mdi trang, S Dung viét nhu ké
chuyén. K& chuyén khéo dén ndi mdi trang nhu mot
khic phim linh hoat hién ra véi nhiitng nét dang yéu,
déang nhé trong moét kho bau ky niém nao dé khéng chi
riéng P& Dung ¢ ma codn 1a cla chung nhiing ngudi
thiéu na cling thoi.

Nhan vat hién ra dudi ngdi bit DS Dung 14 trong mot
gia dinh thuong yéu hanh phtc, nao ba me, cac em.
Téi yéu ngay vi tdi cling cé mdt gia dinh gan giéng nhu
thé. Cho nén khi doc téi nhu cam thay ¢é toi trong dé.
Ciing cling bd me, c4c anh chi em lfu rfu di cu vao Nam,
cling & ngdi nha nhd bé chat chdi nhung rong tAm long
thuong yéu dum boc.

Khong khi gia dinh D6 Dung ludn rdn ra tiéng cudi. ..

“Nhdn sb gia tdng, nha cing duoc xdy cdt thém, tic mét cin
nha go lup xup thanh mét can nha gach bon ting, hai ddy. B
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toi phdi ldp ra nhitng ludt 16 nhu nha bink dé cai tri bay con
clia BO. Nha gan mot cdi chudng dién to nhu chudng truong hoc
ngay phong khdch. Moi nguoi ¢cé mot tin hiéu riéng, chudng bim
hidu ai nguoi dé phdi cé mdt. Riéng gio dn la ba tiéng chudng
dai dén ndi hang xém cit nghe ba hoi chudng lanh lnh la biét
ngay nha chiing toi dén gio com. Phong ngit la mot trai nit binh
vdi mot day giuong va mot day ban hoc. Tuy la nha binh nhung
B tdi rdt nghé siva tam hon udt dt, lang man. Chiing toi ciing
it nhiéu anh hudng tinh nét dé. Thud con bé Bé da cho chiing
toi nghe nhitng ban nhac ém dém, trit tinh nhu Sudi mo, Con
Thuyén Khong Bén, Thién Thai, Bigt Ly... C6 mot thoi Bo téi
lam chi bit tudn san Kién Quéc, Bdc Nguyén Xudn Ding giit
viéc trinh bay. B viét van, lam tho... .

Ky niém, cho di ta ¢6 & noi dau thi cling van khong ci
va khong xa vang. An gidu trong mdi trang sach 1a tAm
|6ng hoai niém. Hoai niém vé mot thai qué khi khong
phai... Nhat 13 véi ban hitu ctia mot thoi do trang Trung
Vuong. Téi yéu thém P& Dung trong nhiing trang sach
nay. P& Dung da dién t& duoc nhitng hinh dnh cling tam
tu tinh cam clia quang doi tuoi dep nhat ctia mot doi
ngudi. Bé 13 thai tho mong khi tudi ddi chém biét rung
doéng trén quang dudng dén trudng vi 4nh mat ai. ..

Thoi gian ém & trdi qua, hinh nhu tinh yéu dén:

" Tudi muoi tdm, long rung rung, hon chao ddo... Khué nhd
lai hém thi Triét, ong thay coi thi cit nhin minh dam dam roi
tiam tim cuoi va cudi gio khi ndp bai chang da tu gidi thiéu tén
minh la Thién, anh cia Mai Tidm. Bau dc con rdi boi vi bai vé,
Khué khong tam tri nao nght ngoi 161 théi, va hom nay bo hoa
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va nhitng 10i nita voi lam long nang xao xuyén...”.
ROi bién nan 30/4/1975 &p t&i mién Nam:

“Me téi nhu ga me xit 16ng che chd bay ga con xao xdc. Mot
minh me phdi chéo chong, da vat v cang vét vd hon dé cdc con
du khong duoc dan ngon nhung khong bi doi, du khong duoc dién
dep nhung khong dén ndi rdch rudi tang thuong. B4 dac trong
nha duoc bdn di dan dan. ..

Tudng cit yén binh nhu thé, dit nghéo van tim dugc nhitng niem
vui trong hoan cdnh thanh ban, dam bac. Pau nam 1978 nha
me i bi kiém ké, ho niém phong hét nha cita, dé dac va dudi cd
nha di kinh té mdi vdi toi danh gia dinh nguy, tu sin mai ban” . ..

Trong nhing nam thang dau dén cling cuc clia mién
Nam, van cdn c¢é mét thoang lic nao dé, S Dung cling
céc ban con ket lai van cting nhau *nhdm mét cho toi tim
mot thoang huong xua”. Cai hanh phic nhé nhoi nhat
van 13 huong phan cla chudi ngay hoa méng dudi mai
trudng Trung Vuong yéu quy. Roi cling & nhing gidy pht
d6 long bdng dang 1én niém tiéc nhé bang khuang. ..

Cho nén khi di tdn sang Hoa Ky, ¢6 nhiing dip gap g&
that vui.

“Nang ngoi giita ddam ban be, tudng nhu ngay ndo, riu rit nhu li
fioc tro ciia thoi Trung Vitong do trang. Van nhitng giong ndi bon
cot, bong dua, van nhitng 01 tréu gheo, nghich ngom. .. Tam bé
quén di nhitng hé luy, nhitng nhuc nhan, dau kA cia kiép nhan
sinh, chi con ¢o ta, ¢é mi, chi con c6 con nho nay, con nho no...
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Mbt nha van ngoai qudc ¢b néi: “Cdc nha tho khong cé
tiéu str. Tdc phdm ciia ho la tiéu sit ciia ho”. Trong tac pham
nay, B& Dung viét van nhu lam tho, dan ngudi doc trd
vé chén ci. D6 13 nhing tam tinh rat that. & Dung
dang tu vé chan dung minh qua nhing trang viét mang
hoi thé cudc sbng nhiéu mau sic. Cho di cudc sdng
hom nay da khéc. Tu lich str, doi sbng, moi trudng. . . tat
c& déu thay déi, nhung cai thé giéi trong nhing truyén
clia b6 Dung da dua ngudi doc tré lai qué khi, bat chot
nhin thdy minh clia nhiing ngay xua xa lam.

Qué khit ngoc nga nhung ciing 1dm chua cay, né khong
con 1a doi sébng nra. Nhung trong tam tudng ndé van
mai mai 13 tAm guong soi, nhin vao dé thay long ém 4. ..
Qué kh nhu moét chuyén tinh, mét ngudi tinh, hay yéu
thuong tran trong dii cé rdi xa, dit 6 dé lai cho ching
ta bao nhiéu cay dang.
Chiing ta sé cAm thay binh yén khi doc truyén B Dung. ..
Mua thu, Cali 2011

Bich Huyén
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PHAN TRUYEN



Chiéc 14 vang

Chiéu ba muoi tét, bau trdi thap, may xdm van v chi
dai trGt con mua. Budc vao “"Nursing Home”, t6i nhin
dng cu dang ngdi im lang nhu mot pho tuong trude man
anh TV nhd ma 1ong thdy nghen ngao. Nhu moi nam gid
nay o6ng cu da sta soan nha ctra xong xudi dé dén t6
tién va san sang nhiing phong bao dé dé doi con chéu.
béi v6i B toi, ngay tét 13 ngay thiéng liéng, dém giao
thira 12 IGc giao mila, tong cuu nghinh tan. Nha clra phai
sach sé&, tuom tat. Canh mai, canh dao, chu quét, chau
clc... day nha. Trén ban thd dén nhang thom ngat, mam
ngl qua tot tuoi, dinh déng, chan nén sang choang...
Thé ma hém nay dng cu c6 don ngdi day, truéc man anh
truyén hinh, nhin vao ci xa vang.

T6i lang 1& dén gan, dm 6ng cu ma nudt nudc mat.

— B, B6 c6 khoé khdng? B biét con 13 ai khong?

Ong cu ngudc mat nhin rdi map méy moi:

— Dung!

Maéi téc BS trang nhu tuyét, khudn mat gia nua mac du
lan da van héng hdo, trang min. Toi ngdi xudng bén,

cam tay Bb, nhic chuyén ngay xua.
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—BO ¢6 nhd...? Bo ¢ nhd...???

Céc ban ctia B6 t6i thudng goi duia BS t6i 13 Ong Tam
T4 vi B toi 1a Trung T4, tén T4 va ¢ mdt T4 con. Khong
nhing cé mot td con ma con dac biét 1a ¢ chin nang
con gai. Ngudi ta thuong ndi ¢ con géi trong nha nhu
chta bom nd cham, &y thé ma BS6 Me tdi ¢b t6i chin
qua bom.

BS Me t6i 1ap gia dinh ndm ca hai déu méi mudi tam.
Dé rdi nam sau dé anh em ching to6i 1an luct ra doi,
c da trén hon dda dudi hai tudi. Ngudi ta dé nhan
ra nha chi em déng qua tén dat, chang han nhu chi
em Van Loan, Van Nga, Van Bang, chi em Phuong Lan,
Phuong Nga, Phuong Tra... hodc qua dang ngudi nhu chi
em L& Hang, Mdng Thiy, chi em Lé Ha, Lan Tran... Chi
em ching téi chang dta ndo giébng dita nao, dta cao,
dta thap, dda trang, dda den... vi dta gibng Bb, dda
gibng Me, c6 dta lai gibng Ba Noi, Ba Ngoai. Tham chf
c6 hai dita cting gibng B& ma trong ciing cha gibng nhau
vi méi da chon nhiing nét riéng ctia BS. Tén thi cling
chéng vao bd ndo. Pau long 13 éng anh c& Diing, day
dau ba nang b4 Dung, Minh Thuan, Van Hanh. Sau cht
Tuén 13 ngii long céng chda, Phuong Nam, Quynh Mai,
Anh Thu,Tuyét Minh,Thién Huong. Tiép dén 13 chd Minh
Duy, chdm dat bang c6 Gt Boan Thiy. Ba ndi tdi néi me
chiing may that khon, cé mot trang phéo let tet, 1au lau
lai diém mot qua phéo diing!
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Ong cu 14 nha binh nén nha clng theo trat tu kiéu nha
binh. Nha ¢6 bbdn tang thi ting nhi danh riéng mot
phong dai, rong, mét day giudng va mot day ban hoc ké
lién nhau. Ching toi goi d6 1a “Trai ni binh”. Riéng toi,
con géi 16n nhat duoc mdt phong riéng trén san thuong,
trong ra manh vudn con.

Nha con dan, lo céi an, cai mac clng di mét. Me tdi
thuong di cho Cau Ong Lanh va cho Cau Mudi mua
rau trai dé vira ré, vira tuci. Mfa mua ca bé, 6¢ mua ca
thling, nghéu mua ca bao, tréi cay thi mua nguyén can
sé! Riéng cd con géi 16n hoc Duoc dén mua thi ldc nao
cling c6 mot chuc cam sanh dudi gdm giudng. BS Me toi
quan niém nha con déng nhu mot chiée xe Ita cé nhiéu
toa, néu toa dau ma ngay ngan thi cd mot doan xe dai
sé hiing dang tién 1én. Ong anh ca di Phap ngay sau khi
xong td tai, 3 nha con t6i 16n nhét, lai 13 con géi nén
l&anh nhiém vu c4i dau tau.

B6 Me t6i cling tudi Dan con ching toi 13 mot bay
gia stc. Toi sinh ndm Hoi, theo 1& thudng thi khic véi
tudi Dan, nhung nguoc lai téi 1a con duoc cung. BS toi
thudng hay dlia rang toi 1 Lon rimg. Lon ring nén méi
nhon véi HE.

Me day con theo kiéu clia Me. T6i nhé ngay dau tién khi
thdy nhiing vét hdng trén chiéc quan trdng, toi cubng
quyt chay di tim Me. Sau khi chi dan céch thic chuan
bi cho con géi thi ngay budi t&i hom dé Me da chui vao
giudng con tht thi: “Con 16n rdi, con biét khdng? Tir nay
khong duoc ngdi gan con trai, khong duoce dé dan 6ng
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nam tay, di dudng cé dta con trai nao theo khong duoc
trd 16i, IGc nao clng phai nhin thang... v.v... v.v” Oi thoi
Me day dt tht 1am con bé mudi ba tudi hoang hon, 1én
xe buyt hay xe lam ciing ké né, khong ddm ngdi canh
ngudi khac phai.

Bb day theo kiéu ctia B&. Con gai phai nhu con dao pha,
lam céi gi cling duoc, hoan canh nao ciing séng duoc...
biéu quan trong nhat ctia BS 1a c4c con phai tét nghiép
dai hoc, phai tu 1ap vé tai chanh du sau khi 1ap gia dinh.

Pén tudi day thi ca B6 1an Me déu cham chit cho ¢é géi
16n, mac dit ba chi em san san bang nhau va déu cting hoc
Trung Vuong. Cac em mac 4o dai “tetoron” thi dugc nhung
chi phai &o lua toan to. Cac em phai & trong “Trai n binh”
con chi duoc & riéng mot phong. BS con dich than dat con
[én tiém dd gb Vu Ban dé sam cho con nguyén bd giudng,
td, ban phin mau hong nhat. D duoc hudng nhiéu dic
quyén, dac loi nhu thé nhung téi bi ky luat nghiém khac
va bi cAm doan nhiéu thi. CAm khoéng duoc mac o dam,
cAm khoéng duoc di nhdy, cAm khéng duoc cé ban trai khi
chua xong trung hoc... Khi dau xong td tai toi mudn 1én Ba
Lat hoc vi t6i yéu thanh phd suong mi, yéu nhiing doi cd
xanh mudt, nhiing vudn hoa tuci tham, nhing rang thdng
gia véi tiéng reo vi vu. Téi mudn tha hon véi may, véi gid,
sbng hoa ngop véi thién nhién. BS phan dbi ngay, nhat
dinh khong cho phép, mac dii téi bang long & nha Béc, chi
clia Me. Toi lam reo, ghi tén hau hét cac phan khoa nhung
lang bang khong theo hoc trudng nao ma ndp don xin di
lam s& My. Ngay c6 gidy goi toi di kham stic khoé dé di
lam, B t6i xé ngay, mang cho mét tran nén than rdi nAm
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¢ gl vao 16p clia bac T. T. Tué dé luyén thi vao trudng
Duoc. Ngay t6i thi d& BS sdm cho téi ting cai 6ng nghiém,
tung cai “becher”.

Hai B con t6i rat than nhau vi con hay tha thi véi B,
BS ciing hay tam su véi con. BS dén dén con & trudng
thi vao tan giang dudng tim, khi thdy mat con B gio
chtim chia khoé 1én lac lac ra hiéu roi xuéng xe ngdi doi.

Hoi tré BS tdi dep trai, nhanh nhen, néi nang rat cé
duyén vi thé nén cé nhiéu ¢6 ngudng mo. Nhing budi
chiéu hé B dua téi 1én lang dai hoc Tha Btc dé€ day l4i
xe, t6i khuoi khuai, goi chuyén, thé 13 BS ké hét chuyén
clia BS. Tuong k&, tuu ké vi biét ngudi biét ta tram tran
tram thang (1) . Téi ct khuoi chuyén va lam nhu vé phe
véi B, BS dua toi dén gip ngudi ta. RAi ba chi em ban
nhau di dep giac gitp Me. B6 néi véi chiing toi:"B6 nhu
ké 1t hanh di trén duong thién ly, thiy béng mat thi
ngiing chan, nhung Me va cac con van la noi nghi ngoi
chinh thdc cubi cting”. “BS nguy bién, B& khong duoc
ngling nghi & dau hét, phai di thdng vé& nha”. Ching téi
da tra 16 thé. Cong nhan 13 B toi rat thuong vo va céc
con, khéng hé sao lang bdn phan véi gia dinh.

Mac di hanh dién vi ¢6 6ng BS hao hoa nhung t6i so.
T6i so nhing ngudi ndi bat trong ddm déng, nhiing ké
dé quyén ra ngudi khéc phéi. Toi d6i quan niém vé than
tuong. Than tuong ctia tdi sé 1a ngudi trung binh vé moi
phuong dién va diéu quan trong nhat 13 tdm long chung
thlty. Thily chung thi dit c6 gip stc quyén ri dén dau
chang nita cing chang thé nga long.
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Hai c¢6 em t6i da chon dugc y trung nhan con toi ¢t mai
lang dang. M&i 1an di phtt dau ban hay cac ba chi ho vé lai
c6 ngudi nhd mbi mai, cac ban beé cling ¢t mudn — May
lam chi ctia tao — Me st rudt thic giuc — Con cdn mudn
gi? Nhu thé ma chua chiu? Con ¢on mudn gi day? -... Bé
rdi sau sinh nhat hai muoi bén, tdi quyét bd nhiing mo
mang, lang dang, 16ng bong va téi da gap chang, ngudi
toi xe to, két toc.

T6i hom trude ngay dam cudi, Me dan da diéu. Me day
con chit Nhan, Me mudn con nhé chir Nhin vi dbi véi Me
dan ba Nhan Nhin bao gid cling thing & tran cudi cling.
BS khéc, Bb 13 ngudi da sau, da cam va mau nudc méat
hon Me. Bb thuong con, B& nhé con va B budng cau
néi sau cling: “Tt té& thi & ma khong tir té thi vé véi Bo!”
Pam cudi 13 ngay vui ma bd con sut siii, chi em bin rin.
Me ciing thuong con nhung chac Me thd phao vi dau di
dudi lot, con chi né di cho con di né 16n, Me con phéi lo
tiép cho tdm nang con gai na.

Téi lap gia dinh xong. Biét 13 céi dau tau da ngay ngan,
B6 Me t6i dé& dai hon véi cac con con lai. VAn Hanh
mudn di Da Lat hoc B6 cho phép lién. Tiép dén Thuén di
1y chdng. Nghi lai téi thay cling that bat cdng cho céc
em toi vi khi tdi thi Trung Hoc va T Tai, chi dau binh tha
ma bd me r4t 13 hanh dién, dat c& nha di an com tay dé
khao, con cac em t6i dau uu, dau binh thi B néi con
clia B4 duong nhién phai hoc giéi! Méi lan toi di thi B&
stra soan cho tir c&i quan, cai 4o, tu tay Bb 13 ti phang
phiu, bdo Van Hanh dua chi di va trudc khi di B ra cdng
ding doi sdn dé chic chan con khéng ra ngd gap gai.
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Ngay téi sanh con bé dau long, ca nha ding doi trude
phong sanh. Sau khi con bé chao doi ba ngoai bong
chau di trude, cac di, cac cau theo sau nhu mot dam
rude. Sang sém hom sau Bb vao tham dem mét chai
ruou sdm banh dé Bb cling con géi ubng ming chau
ngoai dau tién. Ky niém véi BS téi con nhiéu. BS tiép tuc
lo 1ang, san séc cho nhiing dita con ctia BS. Sau khi ba
dta 16n yén bé thi Phuong Nam lai 13 dau tau cta day
sau. BS lai 0 bé, chiéu chudng con bip bé Nhat Bén cla
B&. Lich st tai dién.

Bién cb 1975 ca gia dinh t&i déu bi ket lai ngoai trlt ba
ngudi con di du hoc ttr truéc va Thuédn di tan theo nha
chdng. Cha va chong toi déu phai vao trai cai tao. Moi
viéc trong nha oan trén vai Me. Me toi that xb¢ vac,
dam dang. Me cong binh hon Bb, Me thuong yéu tat ca
céc con ctia Me, d6i véi Me ddia ndo cling 13 con vang,
con ngoc, 1a kim cuong, hot xoan clia Me. Me chét chiu,
danh dum dé c gom d tién lai kiém chd gri mot dda
con ra di. Ct nhu thé Me tung cac con ctia Me ra dai
duong dé di tim tuong lai, con Me va bé Gt & lai dé tham
nudi va chd BS. Nha toan con géi thé ma di trét lot va
doan tu lai hét khong bi st mé gi. Hang dém Me thap
nhang cau nguyén va cam ta Phat Trdi, TS Tién da phi
ho cho gia dinh, cho con chau cta Me.

BS toi trai hon mudi nam trong nguc tl, tir trai Long
Giao trong Nam dén Ha Son Binh ngoai Béc, diéu ding,
dang cay, déi an, rét mac. Bi dau dén tir tinh than dén
thé xac. BS duoc tha vé véi hinh hai yéu dudi, tam trang
ra roi. Cudi cling cac con clng bao lanh duoc cha me
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va em Gt. Pai gia dinh, bd me v4i mudi hai ngudi con
doan tu lai hét. Nhan sb gia ting déu déu. Bay gid bd
me t6i da cé hai muai bdn dda chau va bdn dda chét.
Hang nam vao dip Thanksgiving ching toi déu tu hop &
Lake Tahoe, dau ré, con chdu hon nam chuc ngudi. B6
me chiing t6i sbng chan hoa Hanh Phiic mac du déi khi
cling c¢6 nhiing chuyén lgn con ctia cudc dai.

Puoc vai ndm thi BS téi bi “stroke”, déi chan yéu dan,
yéu dan. Bay gid Bb toi khéng tu ding duoc nia, ndi
khé khan, an bang 6ng tiép thang vao bung. Hang ngay
Me t&i phai vao tham, B& Me t6i bang tudi nhau nén
B gia thi Me cling com c¢di. Me khong binh nhung rat
yéu, yéu vi tudi gia, yéu vi da sanh dé mudi hai lan, yéu
vi subt ddi phai nhoc nhan, lo lang. Me t&i cé tht ca céc
dac tinh ctia ngudi dan ba Viét Nam xua, chiu thuong
chiu khé, hy sinh cho chdng con, nhin &n nhudng mac,
chdng nghi dén than minh. Bi cho thi mua con cé 16
to, chon con ga that béo, chuc xoai phai nhat cho cho
chdng, cho con. M&i khi c6 hang qua di ngang, ching
t6i khéu khéu Me 13 Me lai méc tii cho tién. Nhing ltc
chiing t6i nam dai sat nhau coi TV thi Me nhin ngam say
sua roi néi "Khong chiu khé dé thi 1am sao cé nhiing
dGa tré nay!” Ngudi Me that thom, mui thom diu mat
ma dira con nao clng thich rdc Me mac du da [6n tudng.

Me vao thdm B, Me dem nhiing phim anh ngay xua,
thoi cac con con bé ti, hinh ddm cudi ctia ting da con,
hinh ra doi clia ting dGa chdu, hinh nhing ky niém cta
gia dinh, ngay 1& bac, 1& vang ctia B6 Me. Cé chiing kién
tan mat méi thay thé nao 13 tinh nghia Phu Thé, thé nao
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13 vo cai, con cot. Thoi tré Bb cé di hoang Me van nhan
nhin, doi chd. Bay gids hai vo chdng gia cham chit cho
nhau. Hai ngudi nhu hai chiéce 14 vang dang run réy trudc
gié. Nhu hai ngon dén leo 1ét, dau can tir tir. VAn biét
rdi cling phai chia ly, van biét khong ai sbng hoai nhung
nhin hai hinh béng than yéu khong khdi ngam ngtii. Mac
dit con dan chau dbéng, gia dinh lGc ndo clng déng vui,
ndi cudi rén ra, di dau cing ¢ mot 1G con chau vay
quanh... nhung cudc hanh trinh cudi cting thi Bon Bac.
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Theo gi6

Nam 1944, Ha No&i dang thoi tao loan, troi cudi thu,
nang hanh hanh, budn man méac véi gié heo may va 14
vang roi ngap 16i di... Mot doan xe tay ném mdi trang
tinh, thanh xe quan nhing dai lua hdng diéu, cac béc
phu xe té chinh trong ddng phuc linh tr&n thi luu don.
Poan xe kéo Ay, dai, do ruc, ndi bat trong mau troi am
dam, rop ca phd phuong, da dua me téi vé nha chong,
dua me toi tir mot thibu nit ndp dudi béng me cha thanh
ngudi thiéu phu véi bao tréch nhiém dé nang trén vai.
Poan xe rudc dau dang nghiém trang cat budc thi chot
tiéng cdi bdo dong hd 1én, tiéng méy bay 30 3o trén
khong. Khéng quan My oanh tac céc can ¢t Nhéat trong
thoi dé nhi thé chién. Moi ngudi ddo déc dinh ding xe
tim ch® &n nau. Cac cu bd lao kiéng khong cho xe ddm
cudi ngung gitta dudng nén ra 1énh ct di tiép. Thé 13 mot
doan linh thd kéo xe chay tréi chét, chay thuc mang dé
dua ngudi thiéu ni vu quy.

Me t6i 1én xe hoa vé mét nai xa la, sbng véi mot ngudi dan
6ng chua hé duoc mét 1an ngdi néi chuyén riéng, hon 1& do
hai bén cha me sap dat, nghe céc bac trudng thuong dan
do da sut stii roi 16, mdi bude chan khoi clra da thay nhé
cha, nhé me, nhé cac em, nhé ngdi nha ém am. ..
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Theo tuc 1€, cac ba co, ba di cai may chiéc kim bang sau
ta 4o cudi ctia me to6i dé trr ta ma va nhing diéu xui
x€0, khédng quén dan do thém:

— Pén nha trai con nhé ding hai chan ngay thém cta,
truée khi buéc vao nha nhé!

—Khi thay 40 con nhé treo 4o ctia minh phti [én o ctia chong!

— Khi ngdi xubng giudng tan hdn nhé ngdi phia dau giudng!

Céc ba cho 13 1am nhu thé sé khong bi chdng bat nat
sau nay. Ba noi toi chi dén 1& xin dau rdi vé ngay, tranh
gap mat con dau, ciing 1a kiéng cr dé khai bi cdnh me
chdng, nang dau dung cham.

Vita hoan hdn sau cudc chay toi ta, budc dén ngudng
clra, 6 dau da thdy nha trai dé bép 16 véi may cuc than
tau chéy do yéu cau budc qua. Me téi ling tdng khong
biét phai diing hai chan trudc hay sau khi buéc qua céi
bép than hdng. Cudi cling me tdi chang nhé 13 cé ding
mot ltc hai chan trude khi vao nha chong hay khong.

Thang Ba nam sau, 6ng ngoai toi bi dau rudt thtra phai
vao nha thuong, m& xong bi nhiém triing, khéng ¢
thubc chita nén da qua doi. Ba ngoai toi dm véu, ca
ngay khéc thuong chdng nén sau thang sau cling theo
ong. Ba néi ctia me téi thuong con, thuong dau cling lia
doi sau dé vai thang. Me téi lay chdng ndm mudi tam
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tudi, chi may théng sau lién tiép chiu ba cai dai tang.
Cac cau toi khi 4y con nhd nén hoi déng gia toc da hop
lai d€ dinh doat. Hai cau 16n, cau Ngoc 1én mudi, cau
Chuong 1én bay, mbi cau dugc giao cho mét éng chd,
con cau Ut Thang méi hai tudi, Cu Ly, ba ngoai ctia me
t6i thuong qua xin dem vé nha qué dé cu nudi. Xay dan
tan nghé, me t6i méi chan uét chan rédo vé nha chong,
céc cu cho 1a nit nhan ngoai tdc, khéng duoc quyén
tham du, khong duoc ¢é v kién gi trong viéc sép xép,
phéan chia. Rudng vuon, nha ctria & dudi qué clia dng ba
ngoai toi duoc chia cho céc éng chid lo phan nudi day
céac chau.

Mudi tdm tudi bude vao ddi trong thai budi loan ly, ca
nudc tang thuong vi nan doéi At Dau 1945. Sang sang cd
nhiing chiéc xe bod chat day xac ngudi tir nha qué ra tinh
kiém an, chét vi d6i. Miéng vé chudi vira vit ra dudng
thi cd ddm ngudi xim lai gianh dut. Ba ndi toi c6 sap vai
trong cho Bac Qua, cha toi lam y t4 trong nha thuong,
c6 Nga, em Gt clia cha tdi nam dé méi lén tam. Gia dinh
bdn ngusi khong bi déi nhung cling nghéo.

Ong ba ngoai tdi da mat, me tdi khong con noi nuong
tua, cay nhd. V4i chit chir nghia 1am vén, me t6i di thu
mua dd dac ctia nhing gia dinh Phép vé nudc, thau tix
thuong vang, ha cam rdi goi lai budn dén 14y hoa hong.
Sau dé me toi thué mot can nha & phd Hué dé ma cta
hang, mua ban dt thd, tir sap gu, td ché dén cai bat, déi
dta, céi bda, cai dinh, ndi dong, sat vun... Thang Mudi
Hai ndm 4y me toi sinh con trai dau long. Anh Diing
dem niém vui dén cho ca nha, ba noi téi vui sudng xiét
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bao khi ¢ chéu dich ton, yén chi da c6 ngudi nbi doi.
Me t6i vi qué lao tam, lao luc nén sau khi sanh bi hau
san tudng chét. Nam liét giudng may thang, me lai ngdc
day lo thu vén tién bac, nha clra 1én dudng chay loan.
Cha téi khi 4y ciing nhu céc chang trai yéu nudc khac,
ldam khu trudng tu vé thanh, khu Bdy M&u. Sau khi thu
xép dua ca gia dinh vé Phi Ly 14nh nan lai tré vé Ha Noi
theo doan quan khéng chién chéng Phép.

Nhing ngay thang & nha qué, me t6i duoc sdng trong
su san séc thuong yéu ctia Cu Ly va ba Hai Loc, ba Tu
Luan, di ruét cia me. Me t6i gap lai em Gt, nhin em ma
thuong 1am sao, t6i lam sao! O qué nghéo, nha tranh,
vach 14, nén dat, dém nam & rom, c6 ngd an ngd, cd
khoai &n khoai, khd s& vé vat chat nhung chan chita yéu
thuong. Hai me con yén chd, ba noi téi dua ¢d Nga vé
lang Bong Lai, qué ctia ba.

Ong ba ngoai tdi ngudi cling lang nén Phi Ly & c& qué
ngoai 1an qué ndi ctia me. Cu Ly nam 4y clng da gia, Cu
dng la Ly Trudng, con cua cu Tuan, ca hai cu déu da qua
doi. Cu dua me t6i xem nén nha cii. TU ngay xUra ngay
xua, tit trude doi Cu Tuan, d6 1a mot nép nha ngdi khang
trang, tudng xay bang gach. Vi qué cl nén can nha dot
nat, méi bi sap. Ong ngoai toi cb glii tién vé dé triing tu,
gach ngdi da mua d0 ca, nén nha duoc don sach sé thi
dng mat. Cu sang 3 tam trong day nha ngang bang 4. Tuy
bang 14 nhung cling rong rai, sach sé.

Ong noi clia me tdi 13 cu B, cu Bd quanh quén trong
lang day con tré dam ba chir thanh hién. Mot thang doi
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1an cu cap trap 1én pha, 1én huyén lam don cho céc bac
nha qué vo phic dao tung dinh. Cu édng mat sém, cu
ba qué mua, hién lanh. Vi vay em trai clia cu éng, khi &y
dang 1am & nha may ruou Ha Noi, vé dén bén chau trai
[én tinh & véi cu dé cu tréng nom va cho di hoc cling véi
bay con ctia cu. Xay cha cé cht, 6ng anh méat, 6ng em
cé trach nhiém véi céc chau md coi. Cu ba & lai nha qué
véi may ngudi con gai. Thé 13 éng ngoai toi ra Ha Noi
tr bé, hoc ra gido hoc rdi cting véi may ngudi ban mé
truong tu thuc Thanh Binh & géc phd Hué, tréng ngay
sang Chg HOom.

Puoc vai thang ém dém cha téi tir Ha Noi vé dén ba va
me t&i, dua ca gia dinh chay tiép. C 1éch théch, 16i théi,
bdng bé dat diu nhau di bé tir lang no dén lang kia. Khi
4y me toi cé thai ngudi con thi hai 13 toi. Bung mang da
chlra, chan yéu, tay mém. .. Khi hau mién Bac khac nghiét,
mua hé néng chdy da, miia déng rét cat thit. Ngoai quan
40 va vat dung tlly than phai cé chan, ¢ chiéu. Ba noi
gia, cd Nga qua bé, me t6i cling khoéng xb¢ vac duac,
cha t&i phai theo doan thé khong & thudng truc véi gia
dinh nén ba téi phéi thué chi Stu, mét cd géi qué theo
dé ganh gdng. Tir d6 chi Stu quay ddi quang ganh, mot
thing cho anh Diing ngdi con dau thing kia chét chan
chiéu. M&i ngudi chi khodc mot céi tay nai con.

Ct theo dong ngudi ma di, 1én tan Viét Tri, Lao Cai, Yén
Béi, |én man nguoc gan bién gidi Trung Quéc. Nhin khéi
lam chiéu budng, budn no ldng, nhin nhiing ngudi tan
cu chét vi kiét stc, chét vi sbt rét nga nuéc, nhin chéu
dich t6n khong cé sita ma udng, phai hip nudc chéo,
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gam cl khoai... thém bung me t6i mi ngdy mot to, ba
toi thuong qua, ba ban véi ca nha quay vé mién xudi.

Sang nam 1947, gia dinh t6i vé dén Pha Tho, lung vén
dem theo da can dan, ba va me phai kiém cach budn
bén, chay chg no sang chg kia, gap gi cling mua, cé 1i
13 ban. Mot hdm me t6i tinh nhdm sap dén ngay sanh,
nghe ndéi bén Phic Yén cd ba d6 tr Ha N6i md phong
d& dé nén thu xép don vé dé. Ca nha con dang that
théu trén con dudng xuyén tinh, chua dén lang méi thi
nghe tiéng doi bom, ngoanh lai Pht Tho chim trong ca
mot bién ltra. Ba va me toi quy ngay xudng vé dudng
cadm ta Phat Troi, néu me t6i khong quyét dinh di, néu
toi chua dén ngay sanh thi... bay gio téi & dau!

RO mot dém khong trang, khéng sao me tdi tré da.
Lénh thiét quan luat budi tbi khong ai duoc ra dudng,
ba d& lai & lang bén. Ca nha cudng quyt, cha toi dbt mot
nam dudc, ba toi cam cay dén dau, hai ngudi diu me toi
di. C6 Nga, chi Stu & lai trong anh Ding. Troi Thang Ba
con rét ngot, rét cam cam, nhing béng den in trén long
dudng, qua anh dén dau, 4nh dudc, 1ap 1de, xiéu veo
nhu nhitng béng ma troi. Va... Thang Ba nam 4y, trong
mot choi 14, trén mot chiée chong tre chiéu dai khong
vita cho mot ngudi nam thang, moét ngudi thiéu phu tré
oan minh trong con dau dé... Trong dém téi den ba toi
phai ra ao mdc tiing thiing nudc, 14y 18 loc dia, 14y vai
loc lai rdi dun s6i, hoa véi chit thube tim dé tdm cho
da bé gai oe oe khéc chao doi.
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2.

Vita méi sanh t&i may hom thi dén ngay gid 6ng ngoai.
Nam trén chiéc chéng tre trong can nha 14 & viing qué
xa la, me t6i nhé cha, nhé me, nhé cdc em... rudt quan
that, da x4t xa... Hai cau 16n da cting gia dinh 6ng chd
vao chién khu Viét Bic, 1au khéng ¢ tin tic. Cau Ut van
& Phti Ly véi cu ngoai. Me tdi than, tii phan, rAm rat
khéc tham.

Budi sang, truéc khi cling chi Stru va c6 Nga génh hang
ra chog, ba ndi toi thd dai:

— T&i nghiép Ong Gido, hdm nay 1a ngay gid dng day, tdi
ra cho mua hoa qua, thém vai thtr d&é chiéu vé mo sta
mot mam com canh cling dng!

— Con cam on me.
Néi xong me t6i thdn thic. Ba ti & ngai bude chan di.

Nha ba noi toéi gan nhu thdng ndo cling ¢6 gid, 6ng ndi
toi 1a con trai doc nhat trong thé hé ctia 6ng, céc cu
dong trén ciing hiém hoi nén phan ctng gid tir nam doi
déu giao cho 6ng ba noi toi. Ba thudce long tén clng
nhu ngay gi6 clia ca dong ho, doi khi ndo yén 6n sé giao
trach nhiém lai cho con dau. Me t6i la gédi nhung cac em
trai cdn bé qué, cha toi ghi ngay gid 6ng ba ngoai toi
vao gia pha, hang nam clng 1& cho tron 1dng hiéu thao.

3 Phic Yén gia dinh toi thué lai mét cin nha 14 cia
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mot ngudi dan dia phuong. Gian nha khéng rong, long
chéng méy chiéc chong tre, khdng ban, khong ghé. Budi
chiéu moi ngudi di chg vé cling nhau xdm lai ndu nuéng,
khéng ¢ ban sang trong, khdng my vi, cao luong. Me
t6i Gp cai thing xubng [am ban thd. Sap trén chiéc mam
con bat com qua tring, hai bat canh, hai dia xao loang
thodng vai miéng thit.

Va qua lan khéi huong nhe téa, trong anh sang lung linh
clia hai ngon nén, me t6i nudt nudc mat khan tham:

—Thay oi, hém nay ngay gid Thay, con chi ¢é long thanh
xin Thay ching gidm. Thay Dé phtt hd cho céc con, céc
chéu tai qua nan khdi, binh an v6 su. Thay Bé oi, Thay
bé pht hé che chd cho chidng con, cho cédc em con.

Pém xubng, ndm dm con bé dé G con cho &m, me toi
khong tai nao chop mat. Méi chua day ba nam, tudng
chiing nhu 1au 1dm, véi bao su déi thay, véi bao nhiéu
bién cb. Hét rdi, co gai Ha Thanh téc dai tha gid 18 the,
6 gai thily mi, nét na, khong hé cé6 méong mo, lang man
clia mot thai con géi. Me vé véi cha theo duyén, theo
phan, khéng mot 161 hen bién, thé non. Me vé véi cha
bang tinh, bang nghta dé rdi cd mot doi keo son gan bo.
Cudc doi me da hoan toan 1é thudc vao ngudsi dan éng
da cting nhau lam 1& to hong. Me hoan toan trao than,
gtii phan cho ngudi thanh nién trang tréo, nho nha ma
lan dau tién gap mat me da thay long bang khuang, xao
xuyén... Bay gid, khoéng cha, khong me, khong anh em
rudt thit bén canh. Nhin quanh chi cé me chdng, chdng,
v6i ¢ em gai nhd, thém hai dda tré nhu hai soi day
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thiéng liéng rang budc. Me 1é thudc va chi con céi gia
dinh nhé bé nay.

Cha t&i bang tudi me tdi, & tudi hoc trd da mang nang
mdi tinh dau véi ¢d hang xém. Hai nha khéng céch gidu
mung toi nhung sat vach, chung san sau, chung giéng
nudc va chung bép ltra hdng. Hai ngudi ngdi bén bd
giéng ti té va cha toi cham xubng bép ché cti, nhat rau
cho ba. Ngudi 4y da hen ciing cha t6i xe duyén, két
téc. Khi &y cha toi dang theo hoc trudng Thang Long,
mudn sbng chung véi ngudi yéu phai lo xay dung tuong
lai, phai cé viéc 1am viing chic nén khi vira db xong
manh bang "Diplome”, cha toi tim nghé nao nhanh nhat
c6 thé nudi ndi vo con. Nao ngd chua xong khéa huan
luyén, chua t&t nghiép, co lang giéng da 6m cam thuyén
khéc. Mbi tinh dau clia cha t6i da vé tan.

Ba noi toi tudi Than, ndm 1944 13 nam tudi, ba bi suyén
nang, may lan 1én con tudng chét. Me gda, con cdi,
thém han 49, ba so néu ba c6 ménh hé nao thi cha téi
va co Nga sé bo vo khdng ngudi cham séc. Ba dé v tim
dau va ba da chdm me cho cha. Cha téi da bi ngudi yéu
dau doi phu bac, nay nhin vé diu dang, hién hau clia me
t6i va gia dinh 6ng ba ngoai téi rat nén nép, nén sau khi
suy nghi chin chan cha toi da vang 161 dé vui long ba.

Me vé véi cha khong cé yéu duong tho mong, khong
hé quen biét trudc, hoan toan do dinh ménh, do duyén
troi day dua. Sau khi ¢é con trai dau [ong thi cha me toi
ngap tran hanh phic, séng véi nhau trong nghia nang
vo chdng.
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Cha t6i nhu hau hét thanh nién thoi d6, tham gia truc
tiép vao cong cudc khdi nghia chdng Phap gianh doc
1ap. Bén ngay toan qubc khang chién da & lai cling anh
em bao vé tha do. Khi Phép phé v& céc tuyén phong
thd, trung doan bao vé thi d6 phai rat khoéi Ha Noi, cha
t6i theo khang chién, bon ba khap mién trung chau,
luu lac 1én Viét Bac, sang tan mién Cén Minh, Van Nam.
Khi di cong tac cha toi van vé tham me va vo con cling
di tan cu. Vi vé tham nha nén cha téi bi phé binh 1a ¢
dau éc tiéu tu san. Long hoai nghi véi té chic dang nam
van ménh toan dan tang dan khi té chic ¢é ¥ mudn cha
toi phai thoat ly gia dinh méi duoc két nap vao dang.
DU ¢4 trach nhiém véi dan toc, véi dat nuée nhung con
trdch nhiém véi nhiitng ngudi than! La ngudi dan 6ng
ddc nhét, 13 cot tru trong nha, 1am sao cha ti ¢6 thé bd
me gia, vo dai, con tho trong hoan cdnh d6. Qua nhing
budi thuyét trinh ctia cac can bd chinh tri, qua nhiing
kinh nghiém trén dudng di cong téc, cha tdi cang mat
Idng tin vao chinh sach ctia nhiing ngudi cam quyén.
Thém nira tién bac gan can, me toi da phai dem ca may
céi 4o dai nhung cat thanh khan van téc va may céi 4o
da may lai thanh 4o lanh tré con dé ban vi dé nguyén do
dai ban cha ai mua. Tiép tuc di nra thi khéng chét vi tén
bay, dan lac cling chét vi déi.

Cudi nam 1947 ba va cha me t6i quyét dinh hoi cu!
3.

Sau nhing ngay cubc bd, qua do, qua séng vat va, qua
nhing luc van ctia nhitng don vi Phap trdn gift tién don,
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gia dinh ching téi ciing vé téi Ha Noi!l Anh Ding ngdi
trén ¢ cha toi. Me téi 6Gm con bé boc trong chiéc 4o
bong cii. Ba ndi dat ¢d Nga. Khi ra di tay nai con nang,
khi vé tdi xach nhe ténh. Quan 4o quan hét vao ngudi
vi gié mua déng lanh bubt. Chi hon mot ndm céch xa
ma Ha NO&i diéu tan, trdi xam xit, canh vat nhu ra liét,
thé luong.

Gia dinh t6i tam trG tai nha chd Puge, mdt ngudi em
ho clia cha t6i. Cha me t6i di mot vong, tham lai phd
phudng va tim k& muu sinh. Bi ngang cra hang ct, nha
chéy hoang tan, do dac, hang héa con dé lai mat hét.
Nha ctia ba ndi téi chi con 13 mét ddng gach vun. Ngudi
dan tan cu chua vé&, nhiéu nha con bd hoang, dudng
phd vang vé, tiéu didu. Ngay ndo cha me to6i clng dit
nhau di tim viéc 1am rdi lai that théu ra vé véi déi chan
ra roi. Cudi cting cha me téi tim duoc mét can nha vang
chtt & phd Hang Bat, nha rong rai, hai tang lanh lan
nhung 4m u. Cha t6i dét Ita xua di khif lanh 1éo, don
dep sach sé dé dem gia dinh vé. Ca nha tam trG & tang
dudi. Yén &n duoc vai hdm ba toi 1én thu don tang trén
dé lap ban thd. Ba toi rat chu déo veé gib tét, du di tan
cu cling khdng bd sét mot ngay gid nao. Khi quét trong
géc phong con thay vuong vai may manh xuong ngudi.
Hang xém cho biét ngudi nha di chay loan hét chi con
mot cu gid & lai, c6 thé cu da chét, roi chd, méo, chudt
hoang da tha xac cu di. Ba téi lap trang thd Phat, tbi
nao ctng tung kinh, me téi soan mdt mam com cing
xin phép than linh, thé dia va cau xin cac vi khuit mat
pht ho.
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Mt dém me té&i nam mo thay mét ba cu dem cho me
moét nhanh cau tuci va cudi that hién, ca nha cho la
diém lanh. H6m sau cha toi tinh c& gap bac s Pang
Htru Chi, mét ngudi Thay ¢, khi &y méi tir Chi Tich Hoi
DPdng An Dan Hai Phong vé [am Ch Tich Hoi Bong An
Dan Ha Noi. Ong cho ngudi dén tan nha goi cha téi va
sau khi biét tinh trang gia dinh va hoan canh kinh té,
dng ky gidy tuyén dung cha toi lam y ta luu dong, di
phéat thubc va gitp d& dan & céc dia phan maéi hdi cu.
Cé dong luong cb dinh hang théng, cude sbng vat chat
tam 6n nhung cha téi phai vang nha luén. Hbi &y an
ninh chua dugc dam bao, dém dén Tay say ngit ngudng
day dudng, ca hat nghéu ngao, trom cap nhu ruoci. Chd
& tam khong dién, khong nude. Bém van phai thap dén
dau va ngay phai thué ngudi gdnh nuéc. Hang xém bao
nhau dem ndi xoong, chdu nhdm, mam ddng dé san, hé
nha nao ¢é nguy bién thi ddng loat khua am 1hé tro cho
nhau. Gan nhu dém nao ciing cé tiéng gb bao dong. Ba
va me t&i so qua phai ra thué nha & phd Hang biéu, mat
truéc ma ctra hang budn ban 14t vat, chia tién thué nha
v6i mot 6ng tho may.

Mot hdm sau khi di mua hang vé me téi néi véi ba noi toi:
— Cu a, con thay ngudi ta cho thué mét can nha hai ting
rdng rai, ngay trude cho Hang Da, gan rap ciné Olympia.
Don clta hang & day thi dep qué.

— Ho doi bao nhiéu mot thang?

— Thua Cuy, hai nghin.
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Ba toi tron xoe mat ngac nhién:
— Mo tinh budn bén gi ma tra ndi tién thué nha?

—Thua cu, dé con ding ra truong. Con ri may ngudi méi
hoi cu chia tién nha véi ho.

Vi méi it ngudi vé thanh, nha tréng nhiéu nén ba cu cht
nha khéng doi héi diéu kién gi ca. Me toi ky hop dong
thué ba nam. Me t6i chia cho may gia dinh thué lai hét
tang lau trén, gitt lai tang dudi vira &, vira budn béan. Cta
hang rong rai nén me toi lai cho 6ng thg may chia mot
ntra. Thé 12 gia dinh téi vita ¢6 chd &, vira ¢6 chd lam an
ma khong mét dong bac nao.

& ngay canh rap hat, me toi xoay ra ban banh keo, rugu
che, thubc 14, dd trung bay, qua ting... Cla hang rat
déng khach nhung phai céi toi 13 linh Tay ct dau thang
thi rat song phang, doi khi hao phéng khéng can lay
tién tra lai. Cudi thang hét tién 1a chay bra. Mot hdm
cha t6i ra cta hang phu vg, mét anh chang linh Tay to
con vao mua khéng tra tién lai con gay su, cha téi 1én
tiéng quat mang, han ta tdm ngay nguc 4o cha téi lam
dit. Me téi kéo ngay chiéc thiing gb ding phét 1én, gio
tay tat han ta that manh va néi bang tiéng Phép:

— Anh 1 d6 ti, anh khéng duoc 1am vay véi chdng toi!
Chang Tay kia ngé ra, néi 15i xin 16i rdi linh mat. C& nha
hi via. Me téi cing hodng, cha hiéu sao ltc dé liéu linh,

hanh déng nhu phan xa. Banh han rat bdng ca tay. Ca hai
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vo chong déu manh mai, yéu dudi, néu han danh lai thi
chi c6 chét.

Vé Ha Noi, khi an 6n ba ndi tdi yén chi giao hét cong
viéc quén xuyén trong nha cho me toi, ké ca viéc cling
gi®. Sau may nam troi cting nhau qua nhiing co cuc,
khén khé ba va me téi thuong nhau va sbng rat hoa
thuan. Me t6i cam kich nhitng 4n can san séc, nhiing lo
lng, d& dan ctia ba, nhat 13 tAm long bao dung, nhan tir
clia ba khi nghi vé phan céi cit, cd don ctia me. Chinh
ba nhic nhd nhitng ngdy clng gid 6ng ba ngoai toi.
Phan cha t&i 1am ré chdng bao lau thi 6ng ba ngoai toi
méat. Ong ngoai tdi 1a nha gido, tinh rat nhe nhang, lich
su. Ong thuong con géi nén thuong con ré, cha toi tré
tudi lai ving béng phu than nén éng téi an can day bao,
coi nhu con rudt. Chang ré va nhac phu rat tuong dac,
khi 6ng ngoai tdi vao nha thuong, chinh cha toi la ngudi
truc bén d& dan, nang giac.

Thang Nam, nam 1949, me tdi cho ra doi c6 bé Minh
Thuan. Ngay dé me t6i nudi con bang stta me, trdi
thuong nén dit khi chay loan an ubng kham khé nhung
lGc ndo me t6i cling ¢é hai bau sra day cho t6i, con bé
¢t sén so 16n, trdng béc, miim mim, & dau ciing duoc
moi ngudi nung niu truyén tay nhau bé. Khi cé mang em
t61, me toi khdng biét c ti ti cho t6i bd, cho dén ngay
di sanh. Con bé chi ctt nhdn nho 14y chit bd dudng cta
con bé em nén em ra chao doi nang cé hon hai ki, cha
t6i goi 14 con Bé Tf Xfu. Tén goi yéu thuong ay con dén
bay gid, cac chau chi quen goi di Xiu, ba Xiu ch khéng
biét Minh Thuén 13 ai.
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Con bé Tif Xfu bé bang cai chai ty (chai 75 phan khbi)
dem tai 16c cho ca nha. Tt ngay sanh em, me t6i an nén
lam ra, cha téi duoc tang luong, phu cép cho dia con
tht ba nhiéu hon hai dta 16n. Sb luong hang ban tang
dan, nhat 13 ruou vang. Me tdi kiém cach budn tan gbc,
ban tan ngon, do dim tim dén tan chd nhap cang, tim
hiéu hoc héi va lén trinh toa nhan hiéu “Con Céng”.
Tir ddy me t6i mua vé tiing thiing “tonneau” rucu, dau,
dam, chiét ra chai, déng ndt, han xi dang hoang véi
nhan hiéu “Paon” Marque Deposé! Hang nguyén chat
chia ra khong pha ché nén chang bao 14u san pham Con
Céng duoc nhiéu ngudi ua chudng, cac tiém nhd dén
chd me toi dé cat hang.

Cu Ly & nha qué thinh thodng dem cau Théng ra tham.
M®i lan cu dén choi ching téi vui ldm, cu dem qua nha
qué ra cho, nao 1a chudi, na, 8i, khé, nao 1a banh da, ¢
buou, ¢ gao... Cumdém nén cé cai cbi nhd dé gia trau,
cu nhai bdm bém that dé& thuong. Cu con bay trd choi
cho ching téi, cu dé com kho rang vao 1ong ban tay roi
14y tay kia dap vao phan ngén tay xoé ra, may hot com
bat 1én nhay thang vao miéng, cac chdu cudi nhu nic
né. Cu choi tp tam vong, tay khdng tay cd, véi ddng xu
trong 1ong tay, c chi tay nay thi dong xu da bién sang
tay kia. Cu mac vay den dai, rbng, ching toi ri nhau 1én
xem cu di té&. Cu ding dang chan ra, mot tay cam vay
dudi théng dang trudc va mot tay dua thang dang sau,
nhu v khic nghé thuong!

Gia dinh ching téi sbng binh lang, ém dém. Me t6i thué
chi Dan gitip viéc nha va mdi 1an déng hang mdi, lai
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nhan may ngudi chau cta ba ndi téi & qué ra, vao chai,
dén nhan, déng nit va chd di giao.

Sang nam 1950, anh Ding lén nidm, dén tuéi di hoc.
Cau Thang hon anh hai tudi, me tdi thuong x4t em xin
phép ba ndi va cu Ly dé€ dem cau Thang vé nudi cho
cau di hoc cing anh Ding. T6i con nhé khi cau méi 1én
tinh ngudi day ghé, bung thi dng. Cha téi phai cho uéng
may lidu thubc tdy giun san, con ba lo tay tha, tay dién
cho cau, ngay nao ciing bdo chi Dan lay xa phong den
tdm cho hét ghé. Nam &y tdi mdéi 1én ba nhung trudng
nhan cho hoc nén mét budi séng mua thu ba cho mdi
dGa an mdt cai banh chung ran nho rdi dat cd ba cau
chéu di khai trudng. Cau Thang va anh Ding cling vao
16p nam con téi hoc 16p vé 1dong. Nhing ngay tudi tho
that vui nhon khi cé dng cau nhd. Sau gid hoc cau dan
hai anh em t&i sang rap hat lay nhing t& chuong trinh
vé gip thuyén, xép hinh thd vat, tau bay, xép dan gidy,
kiém may nan xe udn thanh na. Anh t6i to con nhung
ga td, cau ranh manh, 14u linh hon. Hai cau chau lap be,
két nap may dtta nhé con may nha trén gac, 1én 14y keo
bénh ctia me ban dem cho tui no.

4.

Cau Thang & v4i ching téi vai thang thi cu Ly nhé chau
lai 1én tham. Vira thay cu cap thing budc vao 13 ba cau
chéu rfu rft, quin quyt quanh chan cu. Lan nay ngoai
nhitng mén thong thudng cu con dem thém mot xau
banh gai va mot tdi bdng nép. Mac dit hang ngay ching
tdi dugc an banh keo Tay clia me béan, nhing thanh
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“Chocolat”, keo “Dragée”, keo "Gomme”, keo “Nougat”,
bédnh Sam Banh, béanh Bich Quy LU... nhung ching toi
vAn mé banh gai ctia cu gbi. Béc méy 16p 14 chudinau la
dén chiéc banh den béng, vd banh déo déo, nhan dau
xanh ngot ngao, san sat nhing soi dira moéng, can ngap
carang.

Cu 6m ching t6i vao long, xoa dau ting dda, hit ha:

— Chét ctia cu day, chat ctia cu day!

Pén luot cau Thing thi dudng nhu cu dm chat hon rdi
lai d4y cau ra xa dé ngdm cho 16, hai giot nuéc mat chay

nhe nhang xuong déi gdo ma nhan nheo:

— Me cha thang ché cta ba, né an sung mac sudéng né
¢6 nhé ba khéng?

Quay qua ba ndi tdi cu noi:

— Cém on ba thuong cac chau, tram su nhd ba, chi em
chiing né that cé phdc!

Cu kéo vat 4o lau nudc mét:
— May nam ba chau ¢ nhau ciing quen, vang né clng
nhé qué ba a. Toi nghiép thang bé, ¢ may tudi dau da

mo cOi.

Cu di ngdn tay vao tran cau, trach yéu:
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— Me cha may, ubng nuéc méy, & nha gach ¢ may thang
ma phéng phao han ra, trong dep giai 1dm rdi, con phai
ngoan, phai hoc cho gidi, khdng dugc hu, khéng duoc
quay nghe con!

Ba ndi téi thdong gia véi con gai clia cu nhung hai cu
chuyén trd rat tuong dac vi cling 1a dan trau thubc, cling
gbc nha qué, cling cadnh goé bua. Mdt cu hon bay muai,
mot cu hon nam muoi ngdi bén coi trau néi chuyén trdi
mua, troi nang, chuyén théc cao gao kém, chuyén ai
con, ai &, ai ve...

Tiéng me t&i tir ngoai clra hang néi vong vao:
—Ba di, ba & chai vai hdm nhé!
— Théi, ba & choi mot chdce rdi ba sang chd Tu.

Dao dé toéi rat ngac nhién sao me t6i lai goi cu la ba ma
goi ba ndi tdi la cu!

Cu Ly ¢6 bdn ba con géi, chi cé mdt édng con trai. Ba
ngoai toi 1a chi ca, xinh xan, khéo léo nhat nha, nhat 13
lai khéo &n, khéo 3. Ong ngoai téi 1a con thi nhung me
chdng hop véi nang dau nén cu B3, ba ndi clia me, thay
vi ra Ha Noi & véi 6ng Trudng, cu lai & véi dng ba ngoai
t6i. Ba ngoai toi ddi xr véi me chong rat day duom,
chéan tinh, quy hda, gia dinh thuan hoa, khong bao gic
to tiéng. Em Gt clia dng ngoai chua cé vo, di Gt ctia me
t6i chua ¢ chdng, cu B hoi ludn di dt cho chd Gt, cu
béo la hoa thom déanh c& cum. Thanh ra ba Tu Luan viua
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la thim, via la di cia me toi.

Cu & chai, an bira trua véi ching toi xong thi cap thing
con lai mét phan qua sang nha 6ng Tu. Cu budc 1én xe
xich 16, nhin cau Thing mat cu rung rung; miéng cau
méo xéch, nuéc mat chay rong rong, thit thit ma khong
dam oa 1én khéc. Xe di dén dau dudng cau ving chay
duéi theo. Ba va me tdi da vao nha, anh em t6i so qué
khong dém maéch, so cau bi mang. Hai dta bdn chon,
di ra di vao, ding ngdi khdng yén chi so cau di lac rdi bi
me min bat. Mot ldc 1au cau chay vé, mod hdi nhé nhai,
méat con ngan nudc:

— Cau dudi khong kip, cu di méat roi!

Cau ké lai 1a cau dudi theo xe cu dén phé Hang Bong, cau
s lac nén phai nhin doc dudng dé nhé diu va ct chay
theo dudng tau dién. Lic mat hit xe clia cy, cAu men
theo dudng tau dién quay vé. Vé sau thinh thodng cau
dat anh em téi 1an theo dudng sat di choi, ba cau chau
lam ba con dé mén phiéu luu, cé khi 1én dén tan bd ho.

Dan chay loan luc tuc hdi cu, Ha Noi sdm uat, déng dc
hon, ctra hang me téi ngay mot khdm khé. Ching toi sbng
ém &, hanh phtc, cé ba ndi, cé cd, cd cau. Co Nga budc
vao tudi day thi, & nha chai véi chau va thinh thoang ra
trong hang gidp me téi. Ba ndi bat dau lo cho tuong lai
con gai, dinh soan cho c& mét ti banh keo, thubc 14 dé
c6 ngdi ban trudc cra rap hat hong kiém chit von riéng.
Me t6i can ngay:
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— Thua cu, chang tha cu dé cé & trong nha trong chéu,
lo ndi tro té gia, kiém duoc noi tr té thi lai té gia ndi tro
chtt cu cho ¢6 bén ngoai dudng nhu thé con e sé gidm
gié tri di!

Ba tdi danh thoéi, sau ba thay cd ¢ ngdi nha cling sot
rudt, ba vAn mudn b chi, bl chit cho con géi nén ba
sang cho ¢ mot sap vai bén cho.

Nam 1949 Phép trao trd doc lap cho Viét Nam va trao
quyén lai cho vua Bao Pai. Nam 1950 Qubc Truéng Bao
Pai thanh 1ap Quan Doi Qubc Gia Viét Nam, cha toi 13
mot trong nhiing ngudi dau tién cdia nganh quan y, lam
viéc tai quan y vién VO Tanh. Sau vai khda tu nghiép,
cha téi chuyén sang lam vé hanh chénh.

Thang Ba, nam 1951, Van Hanh ra doi, khac véi bé Xiu
téc den va nhiéu, bé Hanh tring béc, dau lo tho vai
soi téc, thép dap phap phdng, me téi may cai mi thép
bang gdm doi cho em, tréng nhu 6ng Iy trudng do6i khan
xép nén cha téi goi yéu em 13 "Ong Ly Hanh”. Me tdi
van nudi con bang sita me nhung ban cong viéc ngoai
clta hang nhiéu nén phai thué thém Vi Hanh dé Vi bé
em va giat ta 16t. M&i ngay Vi phai giat ca thau day ta,
phoi khé rdi ngdi 1 phang bang céi ban 14 than. Me toi
cl sta day ra 4o 13 vao cho em b rdi lai ra clra hang. Vi
Hanh la mét ngudi dan ba nha qué ngdt ba muaci, mat
trang tréo, bau binh, ham rang den rung rac véi nu cudi
tuoi. Vi c6 chdng, cé vai dia con, 3 nha qué 1am an khé
khan Vi ra tinh dinh di [am vai ndm danh dum chdt vén
liéng rdi vé qué chan nudi, trdng trot. Méi thang chdng
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Vi ra tham, nhan thé 14y tién luong clia Vd, ba toi hay
ndi dua tréu cha:

— Ngay nao con me nay ciing ngti véi Ong Ly Hanh.

Thoat nghe chi ciing giat minh nhung khi hiéu chuyén
chd chi bén 1én gai dau cudi. K& ra viéc trédng em va giat
gifl so véi viéc dong ang thi nhe nhang hon, lai duoc an
tring mac tron, chi phai toi vo chdng Ngau!

Tham thoat da dén han ba nidm, hét hop déng thué
nha. Ba cu chd nha doi lai khong cho thué nita. Dao dy
me t6i con qué tré, chua cé nhiéu kinh nghiém, tudng
c mbi dau thang thu tién clia céc ngudi & thué, déng
day dt cho cht nha 13 xong. Khi thué nha khong ¢é hop
ddng chi tiét 1o rang vé cac diéu khoan, chi 1a t& gidy
viét tay gitta hai ngudi, thda thuan vé gid ca va thai han
déng tién. Mudn & lai phai nhd luat su ma cu chll nha
lai 13 me clia 6ng luat su danh tiéng thai bay gid. Me toi
danh xin gia han mot thai gian dé thu xép.

Trén géc, mot gian nha théng théng, khong vach
ngan, ndm gia dinh cu ngu. Giang son mbi nha & mot
céi giudng dat, cach nhau mét khodng dudng di. Trén
véach tudng phia dau giudng c6 déng nhiing ké bang gb
tap, gd thiing dt loai, chit dd thd linh tinh, linh kinh.
Cubi giudng 1a nhitng bd, nhiing sot; gdm giudng thi 6i
thoi ndi niéu, 16 ra, bat dia, thing dung quan 4o... Toi
nhé nha bac Biép & ngay phia cau thang 1én, cé thang
Thanh, thang Nam hay cling chiing t&i sang rap héat choi
hodc di tiéu ngao giang hd. C6 mét ba béan sta, it mbi
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lan c6 sta tuoi tir Hai Phong vé 13 ba lai dem cho nha
t6i mot dia. Nhitng miéng sta trong vat, mau hong, an
v6i mam tém va rau kinh gidi, gion gidn, mat miéng ma
t6i con nhé mui vi téi bay gid. TAt ca déu phai don di.
Ba nam tdm tum v&i nhau gid phéi chia tay di tim noi
cu ngu maoi.

5.

Budi séng that sém, trdi con tdi den nhu muc ching toi
da bi danh thic dé stra soan ra phi trudng. Hanh Iy duoc
thu xép gon gang trong hai chiéc va ly va mot gid xach
dung nhiing d6 vat vanh. Toi kiém soat dé biét chac
chén rang chiéc du dong 16n cda ba téi dung day sau
chin va mot tdi shu xanh khong bi bé quén. Ngay hom
trudce toi da ra xin may chd hai sdu chon cho nhing qua
that to vi nghe néi trong Nam khong cé sau. Khi troi
tang sang nhu mau sta loang thi may chiéc cam nhéng
dén dén. CO6 Nga va ba Hai Loc ngl véi gia dinh toi tix
t61i hom trude dé dua tién. HOi d6 nao toi da biét g, chi
biét 13 ca nha sé di Nam, mdt noi xa, that xa. Gan nhu
c& dém ngudi 16n thao thidc khong ngti va hinh nhu ai
cling khéc. Khi budce 1én xe la ldce chia tay, ¢ Nga khoc
03 1én, ba téi quay di kim tiéng nac, ba Hai Loc sut sti,
me téi khéc lang 18, cha toi trong rat cang thang nhung
van cb gitt binh than dé con lo sap xép, dén dbc moi
ngudi. Xe ttr tir lan banh, cd Nga chay véi theo, ntc né:

~ Me i, me ail... Anh chi ail...
Hai hang cay sau bén dudng i xa, cdng nha thuong Vo
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Tanh tir tir bién mat trong man suong sém va gié Thang
Tam, gié heo may. Bay git cha t6i méi 6Gm anh Diing, dui
mat vao ngudi anh dé gidu nhing giot nuéc mat dang
lang 1& roi xubng.

Ngay ching téi roi xa Ha Noi la ngay 18 Théang Tém,
nam 1954. Trong ky Gc non ndét cta té6i Ha Noi trong
méay nam cudi c6 nhing hinh anh rat dam nét:

Sau méay thang cha me téi di tim chd thué méi dé vira
3, vira bén hang ma chang tim duoc noi hop ¥ va hop
v6i tdi tién. Nhan sb da gia tang, gia dinh gdm mudi
mot ngudi k€ ca hai chi ngudi lam. Cubi cling cha me
toi quyét dinh mua nha. Me goi ngudi ban hét hang ho,
quay td, dung cu xGc chai, déng ndt... Trd clra hang
truée cho Hang Da lai cho cu cht.

T8 4m dau tién cla gia dinh t6i, két qia ctia cong lao
lam lung cuc khé, chat bép dé sén may nam troi clia
cha me tdi 13 ngdi nha xinh xan, hai tang & dudng Mai
Hac Dé. Pang & can phong chat hep dang sau clra hang
trén phd don vé nha riéng réng rai, ching tdi ming vui
tfu tit. Trén tang hai, mot nra 13 can phong rong diing
lam phong thd, mét ntra la san thuong. Ban thd Gia Tién
boc nguyén mét mat tudng cé man truéng ri va bd dinh
ddng, lu huong, chan nén sang choang. Mot trang tho
Phat gon gang véi bic anh Phat B& Quan Am that dep
ding trén toa sen, hudng ra san thuong. M&i budi téi
chiing t&i ngdi sau lung ba nghe tung kinh, ct chd dén
cau "Hoa Nam Thanh Ching” va mét hdi chudng boong

x

boong 13 xong kho4 1€, 13 duoc ba chia cho nhitng pham
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0an con boc giay béng kinh mau.

San 16t gach hoa, lau béng, khong ké giudng. Budi ti hai
chiéc chiéu hoa duoc gidi ra, em Xiu va toi rGc néch ba
trong mdt man, mot chiéu. C6 Nga duoc ngti riéng. Toi con
nhé nhitng budi chiéu ding vin lan can trén san thuong
nhin xuéng mai nha nhip nhé xung quanh tdi da nghi rang
dudi méi mai nha kia c6 nhing ngudi dang sbng, ¢é nhing
gia dinh dang quay quan va nhin 1én trdi cao xanh tham
tham véi nhitng cum may trang lting [& trdi téi thay nhu toi
that bé nho va hinh nhu gan véi trdi hon.

Nhing dém sang trang miia hé ba giai chiéd ra san ngdi
phe phéy chiéc quat nan, ching t6i nam gbi dau lén
chan ba gidng tai nghe chuyén cé tich. B& c6 cd mot
kho chuyén dé k& Pham Cong Clc Hoa, TAm Cam,
Thach Sanh Ly Théng, Luu Binh Duong L&, cd chuyén
buc Thanh Giéng va Binh B Linh dep loan mudi hai st
quan... Vudng san dy chtta bao ky niém ém dém, nhing
cau ndi tré tho:

— T6i nghiép Nghi Xuan, Tan Luc qué ba nhi!

— Eo oi, con Ml Thung ghé qud, ca ngay bay trong
chudng xi.....

—Sao ¢6 Cam &c qua vay ha ba?
Va... céi gid bé xiu c6 Nga that bang len dung qua thi
treo trén ctra soO, toi ¢ hé mat nhin xem cé ¢6 Tam chui

ra khéng!
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Tang dudi, phong khéch réng rai véi bd sa 16ngTau va
bd sép gu, ti ché kham xa cir &ng &nh. Trén néc td che
bay bd Tam ba 16n, ba dng Phic Loéc Tho mat tuoi vui.
Chiéc sap gu ay 1a chd gidi chiéu don com. Budi tbi sau
bra an ching tdi quay quan, cha ngdi xem bdo, me ngdi
dan 40 & bo sa 16ng va ching toi bo trén sap dé hoc bai
nhu canh Pham Duy mo té trong “Ky Niém”, chi khéc la
khéng cé cay den dau hao nhung can phong sang &m
nhd béng dén vang tir trén tran toa xudng. B6 ciing 13
chd ngti ctia cau Thang va anh Diing.

Phong ngtl cia cha me t6i ngay sau phong khach. Mot
chiéc giudng dat giai chiéu hoa dugc ké song song véi
chiéc giudng nhé cé dém ctia cha toi. Me nudi con mon,
dém phai cho b, so em bé dai ddm nén me ngt riéng
véi em. Qua mot san nudc rong téi bép ndc, nha xi, nha
tam. Trong bép, mdt bd vén ngua ké ngay canh chan
bat 1a chd ngdi nhat rau, thai thit, budi tbi 1a chd ngl
clia hai chi nguai lam.

Ba cau chau t6i hoc ngay trudng tiéu hoc Té Hién
Thanh cda ba gido Ngoc xé trude clra nha. Trudng 1a
mot can biét thu nhd, gia dinh ba gido & phia sau, mot
can phong dang trude dung lam 16p hoc. May cép 16p
hoc chung, mét phong hoc, mét ba gido. Ba cho 16p
nay ngdi lam bai tap thi ba khao bai 16p kia trong khi
16p nhé hon ngdi tap viét. Mbi cap 16p cé khoang hon
mudi hoc sinh. Trudc clra truong cé cay bang thét to,
budi trua khong cé 16p hoc ching toi tu tap dudi béng
mat ctia cay bang chai 6 an quan, nhay 16 co hoac nhay
day. Bon hoc trd con trai ldy sting cao su ban nhing
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qglia bang chin vang ting chia nhau an rdi diing may cuc
da dap vo hot 14y nhan an tiép, ngot ngot, biii bui. Mia
thu 14 tir mau xanh dam chuyén vang roi sang mau dé 6i
that dep. Sang miia ddng 14 rung hét, cay chi con tro lai
nhiing canh khang khiu.

Bén kia dudng, mot day nha mot tAng ngay ngan, sau
day nha dé c6 mét khoadng san rong, mot cay Bd Quan
to & gita san xde béng mat cho ca mot viing. Noi dy
c6 nhing budi trua hé ba téi xach chiée ghé ddu thép
sang ngdi dudi béng cay, xoa téc lim dim cho cac chau
nhé téc sau, ba ra gia hé dta ndo nhd dd mot tram soi
téc con ba thudng mot dong. Thé 13 ching téi ct mim
méi cham chd nhd, hét téc sau ngdn nhd téi téc bac,
mién sao dém nhanh cho dd mot trdam. Toi con nhé
trong ddy nha &y cé gia dinh bac Bé, cé chd Duong
dang hoc thi TG Tai, chd ct chip tay sau lung di qua di
lai trong phong, ching tdi & ngoai trd mat nhin, than
phuc l1dm nhung thdy chd di nhu thoi dua thi chéng ca
mat. Lanh luong ctia ba xong ching téi doi 6ng gia day
chiéc xe con rao "Pha léng c&”. Chiéc ly thay tinh nhd
c6 chan, chiéc mudng xinh xinh, miéng kem chanh dua
vao miéng, mat tan c& hong, lanh t6i chan rang. D6 1a
mén Pha Léng C8, cb ngudi goi 1a Tay C6, mén kem
chanh thom méat ctia nhiing budi trua hé Ha Néi.

Sang nam 1953 cha t6i dugc ¢t vao Sai Gon hoc khda
hai Hanh Chanh Quan Y, vé duoc bd nhiém 1am Quan Ly
nha thuong V6 Tanh. Me khéng nght dén viéc mé cta
hang nita nhung 14 ngudi tham cong tiéc viéc nén me
chang chiu ngdi khdng. Ca ngay me téi ngdi dan hét o
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quan, mi vé cho ca nha, sau dé dan, méc 4o gl [én cac
clra hang dé€ nhd ban. Hoi con gai me t6i duoc mot ba
dam day dan va méce di kiéu, me cé nang khiéu lai thém
nhiéu séng kién nén da pha nhing kiéu 4o rat dep, dan
nhing chiéc mi tai méo, tai thd that xinh. Cé mot thoi
me t6i duoc dén vé mot lang & Ha Bong dé day cho dan
ba, con géi ca lang dy vé dan va méc rdi ho nhan len, chi
vé lam gia cong cho nhing clra hang déng thiing glii sang
Phap. Vi Hanh xin vé& qué, dé tién tan me khéng muon
thém ngudi 1am méi, chi gitt chi Dan phu viéc nha va lo
hai viéc nang nhoc 12 lau nha va giat Gi quan do.

Khi biét tin me t6i ¢4 mang, ba @ nép ngdm rucu dé
danh cho me ubng khi sanh. Me téi gibng ba ngoai, cu
x(r rat day duom véi me chdng. Khi di cho bao gid ciing
chon cho ba nhiing 14 trau that tuoi va nhitng nhanh
cau xanh muét. Khi me may cho me tdm 4o méi ciing
mua ddng déu cho ca ba va c6 Nga. Ba thich rau ludc
chdm nuéc mam ngon thi me mua riéng cho ba chai
nudc mam thuong hang. Mac dit ba ¢é luong huu cta
6ng nhung hang thang me van biéu ba tién xe dé ba di
1& chlia va dé thinh thodng ba vé qué & Bong Lai mua
qua cho cac chau.

Cha t6i ¢6 hai ngudi chi cing cha khac me, ching toi goi
bang c6. Ngay gid tét gia dinh cc c¢d déu sang. Ching
t6i vui vi ¢é céc anh, céc chi ho dé dua gion. Nhing lic
bat chot dén nham ngay gid dng ba ngoai hay khi nhin
ciu Thang choi diia véi chiing t6i céc cd chi néi nhe doi
16i: Ngudi ta khdn ca nha ngudi ta duge nho. Cling lam
me t&i chanh 1dng, budn. Ba phai an Ui:
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— Géi c6 cong thi chdng chang phu. Céac chi &y cé &
cung nha dau ma mg ban tam!

Va ba ké chuyén ngay ba maéi vé véi 6ng, lam ké mau
clia céc ¢b cling lam canh déang cay, cling cudi ra nuéc
méat. G& chdng cho hai ¢6 xong thi dng méat, ba tao tan
nudi con khong di budc nia, gitt gid tét chu déo, ké ca
ngay gi6 ba chanh that nén cac cd quy trong, dan dan
hét nhing phic tap, hét 161 hiém khich, hét dung cham.
Céc ¢6 rat yéu cha téi, ngudi huong khéi cho cad dong
toc va sau nay tinh thuong don vao anh Ding, ngudi ma
céc cd cho 13 sé cling gié cha me, t8 tién cla cac co.

Gan cudi nam dé em Tuan chao doi, ba vui ming nung niu:

— Cb qua phéo dung cho ba nay, me chiing may cho mét
trang phéo let det 1au 1au lai diém qlia phéo diing cho
ba nay.

B3 vui, cha vui, me cing han hoan. Thang bé that khoi
ngd, trang tréo, bu bam, déi mat to den, miéng hong
tuoi véi hai mép vénh 1én chi truc cudi.

Cudi nam ay c6 Nga vé nha chong.

Sang nam 1954 tinh hinh s6i dong vi tin tdc chién su tir
mat tran gl vé, Ha Noi bat dau méat an ninh. Hang ngay
c6 ch tai xé 14i xe jeep dén cha téi di lam, may con bé
ct doi bd vé dé du 1én canh tay clia bd. Budi téi sau khi
an com va hoc bai xong chiing téi dugc ra via he trudc
clrta chay choi mét ldc méi vé rlra mat mdi, thay quan
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40 ngdi tung kinh véi ba. Hom dé chang hiéu sao ba goi
chiing t&i vé sém, chi mot ldc sau ¢é tiéng stng né va
mot ¢d bé & cach b vai nha, dang ndm choi trén chiéc
ghé vai ké trude ctra chét ngay vi bi dan lac. Ca nha hét
hon. T hém &y ching téi khong duoc ra ngoai nita.

Héi nghi Genéve dang hop dé dinh doat sb phan Viét
Nam, Ha N&i bi thiét quan luat, cha téi di [am phai mac
quan 4o téc chién mau xanh réu, doi ma sit va deo
sting. Trong cha toi that oai, dep ran réi.

Mot dém téi khong 1én gac, ngli phong khach cling cau
Thang va anh Ding, khi chot mé mat ra, canh tuong
that hai hung, cha me toi bi trdi thic ké hai tay ra sau
lung ghé, miéng bi nhét mot ndm gié nén G & néi chang
ra 16, dang trudc, hai ngudi dan dng bit ngang mat bang
khan mtt soa 16n chi hé hai con mat, tay lam lam khau
siing. Téi so qué, lung nhu dén xubng sap, ca ngudi té
diéng khong cam gide, nam yén khong dém nhdc nhich.
Chot tiéng ba noi toi gao that to trén san thuong:

— B6 lang nudc oi! Cudp, cudp, lam on cu ching tdi,
lang nuéc ai...

Nghe dong hai ngudi kia voi vang bd chay. Anh em t6i ra
déng chiat clra rdi thao gié va g6 tréi cho cha me toi. Ba
va cau Thang chay tl trén gac xudng, ba khéc ntc né,
ht via. Nghe ké lai méi biét 1a dang dém cé tiéng g6 clra
tudng ngudi dén dé thiing, me toi thay khac gids thudng
1é nén dung dang khdng mudn ma, cha téi bdo ctt mé
xem sao. May man 1a cau Thang cling thic day, nghe la
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cau lén ngay vao nha trong, thay nguy bién cau chay 1én
g4c goi ba. That 13 Troi che, Phat do, Ong Ba, TS Tién
pht ho cho tai qua, nan khai.

Cha me t&i nhd ngudi mdi gidi ban voi can nha, gia khong
bang mot nlra khi mua méi truée dé hon mot nam troi.
Ca gia dinh don vao & trong nha thuong Vo Ténh.

Nha ching toi sat vach nha cta gia dinh bac si gidam
dbc, xinh xan, day du tién nghi. Con dudng dan vao tir
céng nha thuong hai hang cay sau chum dau vao nhau
che néng. Ching t6i ¢t doi vai ngay cé nhém ngudi ddy
xe ba géc chat may céi bd vao hai siu 1a dem r6 ra xin.
Lan ndo ciing duoc mot rd day ca qua xanh lan qua
chin. Ba noi lay con dao bai b6 cau ctia ba got that khéo
nhiing quia su xanh, ma ra thanh mot soi con dinh ca
hot, Gp lai thanh qua nguyén nhu chua bi cat. Buoc hon
chuc gtia ba dam vao béat nuéc mam dic nhiing dudng,
ngon oi 1 ngon! S&u chin thi khdi ndi, chi ria sach 1a
duoc an lién, vi ngot ngot, chua chua, gion thom dic
biét, ngon hon ca xoai, cd mudm. Sau niu canh thit nac
hay gid sbng, sdu danh gidm nudc rau mudng ludc, su
nau véi dudng cho da dap vao lam nudc giai khét. . .toan
nhitng mén ching tdi mé nén khi di cu toi chat sau day
mot au dong clia ba dé dem theo.

3 trong nha thuong ém dém, mbi cudi tudn cé doan van
nghé dén ca hét uy lao thuong bénh binh, ching téi duoc
dién dep dé cha toi dat di xem. Ching t6i duoc chay nhay
trong vudn hoa cat tia gon ghé nhung t&i vAn nhé ngdi nha
nhd trén con dudng Mai Hic Bé, & dé mébi sang c6 tiéng
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rao qua oi i, "“Banh tay néng gion day!”, "Banh chung,
banh gid néng, ai mua ra mua"... Budi chiéu cé 6ng gia
“Luc tao x4, chi ma phtt”, budi ti tiéng thanh tre g6 “Xuc
tac, xuc tic”, tiéng gy loc coc va giong khan khan ctia ng
gia "TAm... quat’.
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Tranh phu ban — Duy Thanh



Bénh bdng nhu may

Tiéng chudng ddng hd béo thic reo vang. Séu gis sang,
troi miia doéng Cali téi den. HOm nay téi phai ¢é mat tai
nha thuong Stanford trudc tam gid dé 1am thd nghiém.
Bac si sé ludn mét éng that nhd qua tinh mach chinh
& chan, éng sé theo dong méu dan lén dé théng tim,
kh&m phdi. Troi that lanh, mac 4o len, khoéc 4o ngoai
ma van khong dt 4m, hai vo chdng téi ra xe, im lang,
khong ndi mot 16i va hinh nhu ca hai ciing triu nang au
lo. Trong 1dng xe duoc sudi am, tiéng hat Y Lan vang
lén nhe nhang tha thiét: "Sai Gon oi, ta mat ngudi nhu
ngudi da mat tén...".

Dadu dc toi benh bong trd vé nhitng ngay thang cii xdm xit, thé
luong. Nhitng nhuc nhan, khé dau cia nhitng nguoi dan ba con
& lai, phdi doi phé vdi nhitng ké dang vénh vang thing thé, phdi
duong ddu vdi nhitng hoan cdnh khdt khe.

Cdn nha me t6i mua ¢ Long Thanh d¢ ¢6 noi chon hoi huong
cho kAGi bi lia di kinh té mdi. Ao rau mudng nudc duc ngdu ma
thang bé con roi tom xudng tudng chét. Nhitng ludng khoai mi
om yéu xiéu veo vi khong nguoi bon tudi thuong xuyén. Can nha
thdp l¢ te, toi om chi nhd nhu mét cdi budng, mdi tranh, vdch
Id, nén ddt nén... Me ti 6 d6 mot minh, nhu bi ddy doa, ra vao
im lim nhu cdi bong.
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— Me oi, Me lay s&n cho B tién qua cau!

Tiéng néi clia nha téi 16i téi vé thuc tai. Bau trdi da
loang ra, trang nhd nhd va mua 14t phét.

— Me dimng lo, chi m4y tiéng ddng hd 13 xong ngay ma.
(Chting t&i quen xung ho véi nhau nhu thé sau khi sanh
thang bé Gt).

Théy t&i ngdi yén lang, chac long anh cling dang hoang mang,
lo ldng. Anh ndi tran an vo hay dé tu 1am yén long minh.

Sau thd tuc nhap vién, dudng dén noi thir nghiém hoi
xa nén nha toi 14y xe lan cho téi. Moi khi ngdi trén chiéc
“wheelchair” cho chdéng diy t6i ludn miéng diia cot,
tréu choc béc phu xe:

— Thién b4t dung gian nhé! L4y vo tré dé€ mong vé gia
duoc hau, bay gids phai ddy xe cho vo... hihihi. ..

— Ha ha...cé anh gido gian tudng duoc vo dam lung ai
dé phai ddm lung cho vo!

HOm nay téi cudi khong néi. Nhin béng in vao nhing
clra kinh khi di ngang, anh da mang nét lu khuy, lung hoi
cong xubng ch khéng phudn nguc nhu thdi trai tré,
nhu nhitng ngay chiing t&6i méi quen nhau.

Ngay Ay c6 nit sinh muoi tdm tudi cdp sdch di thi Td Tai hai.
Ong bd da sita soan sin cho con gdi chiéc do dai trang noi hda

sach sé, thom tho, phdng phiu va budi sdng da ho hét bdo con em
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stta soan xe san dé dua chi. C6 thi sinh cd dém khong ngu, doc
nguyén cudn Ludn Ly Hoc day com nhu doc tiéu thuyét, khong
ddm néi mét 10i, chi s nhitng chit mdi nhét vao ddu sé rdt ra.
Dén truong Gia Long, lan theo ban do chi dan, lan theo sé bdo
danh, c6 thi sinh di tim chd. Gio dau tién la gio thi Triet. Ch
ngdi thi ngay dau ban nhdt, phia ban gido su, y nhu chd ngoi
cia c6 trong ldp nhdt Al 6 Trung Vuong. Dé thi vita duoc viét
trén bdng, con nhd thiéu diéu rd [én vi. .. tring ti. Gid géi 6 mai
dé ngay trudc mdt va con nhé bdt dau phong bit.

— Thua Thay cho con xin thém to gidy!

Con nhé da viét 1dp day to gidy thit nhat. Thay gido coi thi dua
thém to thit hai, vudt thang va trinh trong dé trén ban. Thinh
thodng con nhé nhdn cuc 6 mai cdn mot miéng roi lai cdm cii
viét, ddu biét rang nguoi thay gido coi thi dy dang cham chil
nhin va cit tam tim cuoi.

Cdi thud ban dau, cdi budi gdp go dau tién chi gidn di nhu thé.

— Ba Nguyén, mdi ba theo téi vao day! Ngudi y té tré vui
vé ra don.

Sau khi thay y phuc nha thuong, téi 1én giudng nam,
bich thudc treo trén cao nhd ting giot vao mach méu,
mai duoc cadm éng Oxygen. Ting dot y t& dén, do mau,
14y mau, gdn may do nhip tim... Nha t6i van duoc phép
ngdi canh ti, chua phai ly céch.

Béc sT Z, ngudi van san séc toi dén cting hai bac si tré,
mot nam mot n. Ca hai déu chua dén ba muoi. Co gai
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xinh xan, ngudi tim thudc, tc vang, da tring nén, cap
mat ma to trong veo mau hat dé. C6 ta tu gidi thiéu tén
M, giai thich tién trinh va cho biét ¢6 sé 1a ngudi truc
tiép thuc hién cudc thr nghiém nay. Mot thodng ngan
ngl, t6i nhé 16 dan do ctia mot ngudi ban: “M& xé hay
thr nghiém quan trong mi phai yéu cau béc si chinh
lam, mi diing d€ sinh vién thuc tap. C6 chuyén gi 1a héi
khong kip d6”. Bac si Z ngudi An b, trudng phan khoa
phdi. Mat 6ng that tuoi, hai tai dai, dep. M&i 1an dén
kham bénh t6i thudng goi diia 6ng 14 Ong Phat, 6ng chi
mim cudi. Néu téi tir chdi, cd bac si tré nay sé budn va
néu ai cling tir chdi thi lam sao sinh vién cé co hoi thuc
tap. Y nghi luét nhanh trong dau va toi vui vé tra 16i 13
toi rt han hanh duoc ¢c6 lo cho téi. Nhu doc dugc tu
tudng tdi bac si Z ndi:

— Ba Nguyén, tdi sé cé mat trong sudt tién trinh nay. Ba
sén sang chua?

— Da sén sang, thua béc si.

Nha t&i ndm nhe tay t6i, cdi xudng néi nhd, giong bui ngti:
— Bb ngdi & phong dai, ho dua Me ra 13 B vao ngay.
Khé gat dau, mat toi cling cay cay.

Ngudi y t& ddy téi qua mot hanh lang dai hun hat. Toi
that su c& don. Nhu méy 1an tht nghiém trudc, toi sé
duoc chich thube mé, t6i sé duoc dua vao con chét tam

va khi toi tinh day thi moi su da xong. Néu 1an nay toi
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khéong day na... hinh anh cdc ngudi than cta téi hién
ra, mat me toi & nét, rdi dén chdng téi, may dia con,
may da chau bé bdng, chi em, ban bé... Tu nhién nudc
mét toi Ga ra. Va nhu phan xa tir tiém thic, t&i niém Phat.

Hai ngudi y ta4 nhe nhang chuyén toi sang chiéc ban
dai phu gidy trang dudi chup dén tring sang, mau trang
sang chéi 1da. Can phong trang lanh 160, My ngudi xim
lai 1am nhiing stra soan cudi cling, lai do mau, do nhiét
d6, do Oxygen, lai lang nhang nhing day cling nho...
Béc s Z va hai béac si tré dén, ho da doi mi va mang
khéu trang, chi con hé cap mat. Tiéng dung cu khua
cham lanh canh. Téi yén lang tap trung tinh than niém
Quan Thé Am B Tat.

Mot v té dua téi ly nuéce va vién thude:

— Ba Nguyén, thubc nay sé 1am ba thanh than, thubc
lam ba thoai méi thoi, khdng phai thudc mé.

— T6i khéng bi mé, t6i van tinh a?

— Pay 13 loai thubc an than, ba sé cam thiy ém diu, nhe
nhang, khong phai thubc mé. Nao, ba sdn sang chua,
chiing ta bat dau nhé!

Tiéng bac si Z diu dang giai thich.

Béc si M dén bén néi tiép:

— Chiing toi sé 1am té ngay chd dua éng thir vao ngudi,
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ba sé khong cam thdy dau dén gi dau.

By gi& tdi mdi quan s&t quanh phong, ngoai chiéc
man hinh ghi nhip tim va ndéng dd oxygen trong méu
ngay dau giudng con mot man hinh to bang chiée TV 52
inches treo trén tudng.

Ubng vién thubc duoc moét 14t ngudi téi lang lang, choi
voi nhu nhiing cum may trang va tdi chim dan trong
vling may trang bénh bong troi.

May bay, mdy cit bay. .. mgt thdm cé xanh hién ra rdi dén khu
vuon ddy hoa trudc bidt thu nam trén duong Céng Hoa Pa
Lat... mot dam tré né dua, hdi hoa, bdt budm, chay dudi nhau,
nhitng tiéng cuoi khanh khdch, gion tan. Bon hoa Quy, Hudng
Duong ddy hoa vang tuoi dang chao ndng, nhitng cdnh Pensée
mdng manh rung rinh va nhitng vat hoa ciic vang, ctic trang né
r6 nhu reo cuoi. Hang rao song st bao quanh biét thu nhu duoc
boc bang nhitng khdm hoa hong dic mau sdc... Hinh dnh chi
em t6i thoi tho du, moi nam duoc 1én nha bdc ¢ Pa lat nghi he.
ROi nhu khiic phim duoc chuyén canh, téi nhu dang nhin thiy
t6i vdi chang tay trong tay trong khu ritng thong ven H6 Than
Thd, nhitng cbi thong gia vion cao, thing tdp. Tiéng ld reo vi
vu. Khung canh that tich lang. Ndang hanh hanh, gié se lanh,
téi nhu ddm chim trong hanh phiic ém dém va nhu quyén minh
trong hoi dm mdi quen cia ngudi chong méi cudi.

Chot dau nhdi, toi ving minh G &.

— Ba Nguyén, ba c6 sao khong? Tiéng bac si Z.
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T6i nhe lac dau trd vé thuc tai. Téi dang nam trén chiéce
ban trang trong bénh vién, dang & trong trang thai chap
choang mo mang, ntla mé, ntra tinh va téi da duogc trd
vé mot qua khi dep dé xa xua.

Ngudc nhin 1én man hinh, qua tim t6i dang dap phéap
phong va hai 1a phéi hién ra véi nhiing dudng chang chit
nhu ré cay. Téi khdng phai soi vao ndi tam ma téi dang
nhin vao bén trong than xac va tdi thdy that r& mot
dudng nhé gibng nhu soi chi dang ludn lach.

T6i lai chim ddm... toi nhin thdy nguoi thibu phu tré trong bo
do den bé thang bé con chua day mét tudi. Toi lai nhin thay toi
trong Sai Gon sau ngay mat nudc. Téi bé thang bé dén mét cin
nha & duong Gia Long, can nha duoc tiép thu dé lam vin phong
ban cdi tao phuong thudc quan mét. Tang dudi ké mot ban gidy,
mdy nguoi ngoi lam viéc. Téi dugc chi lén tang trén. MOt cin
phong trong tron, mdc déc mot chiéc vong. Mot nguoi dan ong
khodng ndm muoi, cdi tran mdc chiéc quan dai bo déi dang nam
toong teng, mot chdn trén vong, mét chdn thd xudng dat dé du
dua. T6i dom minh quay xudng cdu thang.

— Chi kia, phdi chi tdi khiéu nai khong? Chi vao ddy!

Nhan ra ong ta la nguoi da [én [6p gidng chinh sdch ciia nha
nudc vé kinh doanh bita trudc tai thuong xd Tam Pa, tdi bong
con quay lai, rén rén ngoi xudng ngay ngach cita. Ciing may
khi duoc goi di, me toi da can thdn dén bé thang bé theo dé néu
¢6 bé gi ngudi ta phdi trd thang bé vé nha va me toi bit duong
ma di kiém.
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—Bau, c6 chuyén gi chi noi di!

— Thua 6ng. ..

— Khdi, chi khdi goi toi bang dng.

Toi ngdp ngung:

— Thua bdc. .. Thua chi...

Thdy 6ng ta yén ldng toi néi tiép:

— Thua chi, chdu lam tho may d thuong xd Tam Pa.
— Chi la chu hay chi lam cong?

— Da, chdu mudn tiém, nhan may gia cong.

— Roi sao?

— Cdn b den nha kiém ké tich thu cia chdu cdi mdy may, mdy
vt s6 va may xdp vdi cia khdch dua may.

— Chi la chu tiém, ho tich thu la ding roi, mai mot cdc cia tiem
vao quoc doanh hét, cdc chi sé vao tdp thé, néu lam tho may chi
6 mdy cua co quan, chi ddau can mdy riéng.

NOGi udt dang lén téi dinh ddu, toi rang dan long nhd nhe:

— Thua chii, nha nudc néi ro la chi tich thu nhitng tu liéu kinh
doanh, khong tich thu tu lidu sdn xudt. Mdy dé chau may mudn.
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Chdu ddu co ban mdy may!
Ong ta guom guom nhin toi:
— Ai ndi chi diéu do?
T6i diém tinh trd loi:

— Chi! Chinh chi da gidng diéu dd. Chdu nhd rdt ro. Chdu da
cham chi nghe vi chii gidng hay ldm. Chil ndi hay ldm.

Ong ta cham mét diéu thudc va rit mt hoi dai nhin téi dam
ddm. Toi lanh cd gdy doi phdn quyét.

— Pugc r0i, chi d¢ gidy to ddy, chi vé di toi sé citu xét truong hop
cia chi.

Bt thang bé vao chiéc ghé con gdn sau ghi ddng chiéc xe dap
mini. T6i dap xe di ma mudn oa lén khdc. Khdc cho voi di nhitng
dm tic, nhitng tii nhuc phdn udt. Nhing con duong Sai Gon
che phit béi nhitng hang cdy sao cao voi voi, tiép dén nhitng con
duong ngop ld me xanh. .. Toi chdng con thdy gi tho méng, nght
dén chong dang trong trai ti cdi tao, toi nhd quay quat va cing
cuc trong néi cé don.

Mau trdng cia mdy lai benh bong va téi lai thdy téi dang ngup
lgn trong mau xanh bdt ngdt cia bién, ting dot song nhdp
nhé, nhdp nhé tung bot trang xéa vao bo. Téi dang 6 bai bién
Galang. Toi dang thd hit khong khi tu do. Bdu dc thdt thanh
than va hdn hoan nghi dén tuong lai tot dep & ving dat hita. Téi
ddm chan lén cat am va chay tung tdng trong gié. Gid quan quit
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quanh toi. Toi uon nguc hit mot hoi thdt dai.

Choang tinh giac, té6i m& mat ra, cham vao khudén mat
béc si M dang cli xuong:

— Ba Nguyén, ba tinh day nao. Moi viéc xong roi. Ba la
bénh nhan that tét. Chic ba mau binh phuc.

Mé&y ngudi y té xdm lai thdo day, lau chiii va mac 4o lai
cho t&i. Ba bac si chao tdi va hen sé cho biét két qua
vao ky kham bénh tdi.

Ho lai chuyén téi sang chiée giudng khi nay va day toi
vé phong hdi stc. Toi phai ndm yén trong mot tu thé,
c mot 14t lai ¢é ngudi dén khdm vét thuong va an that
manh dé khdi tu mau bam. Sau ba gid, chiéc ném cing
dudi lung khién t6i mdi mét ra rdi, ngudi anh ach nuéc,
miéng khd dang va bung thi déi meo.

Hai ngudi khan ho dén gitp t6i 1am nhing vé sinh ca
nhan, nang dau t6i day cho ubng nudc, bén toi ting
thia canh, t6i cdm thay yéu dudi nhu tré con. T6i mét
moi ngll thiép mét gide dai khéng méng mi. Thic day,
cO y ta day toi sang phong ¢l noi téi nam chd khi sang
va toi lai nhin thiy khudn mat that than quen.
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Huong ngoc lan

— A b3, thua ba con méi dén!

T6i con dang nam nudng trén giudng, con bé nhay tét
[én dm ba, dui dau vao nguc ba nling nju:

— Michelle muén ngt ba, Michelle mubn ém ba.
Toi 6Gm con bé hit mét hoi that dai:
— Cuc cung cta ba thom... thom... thom... !

Hai ba chéu ghién nhau mot lde thi con bé nhém 1én,
giutong ddi mat tron xoe:

— Ba oi, nai nai!
Toi vuon vai ngdi day ndi vong ra:
- @ng! Nai nai.

Chi doi cé thé 6ng da xuat hién ngay & clra phong véi
binh sta trén tay.

Ching téi cé ba ngudi con, ndm da chau. Ba thang
chéu ngoai, Kobe lén chin, Carter 1én bay, Logi hai muoi
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thang. Hai chau noi, Michelle gan ba va Kenneth hon
mot tudi. C6 con dau cta ching tdi ngudi Viét gbe Hoa,
budi tbi con bé & nha véi ba ngoai, ba ngoai goi con chi
13 Ché Ché con thang em 13 A Chay. Ching toi 6 nha cd
con géi, ban ngay con bé sang nha bac choi véi cac anh
dé 6ng ba tréng nom mot thé. Hai thing 16n da di hoc
nén néi chuyén véi nhau bang tiéng My, con éng ba
néi giong dac sét Bac ky. Con bé dang & tudi hoc ndi,
khong biét trong céi dau bé tf hon clia né ¢é bi 16n xén
ba thi tiéng khong. Con bé sang day méy thang anh
“phan xé&”, “phan cao”, "xuc phan”... mubn udng stta thi
ddi “nai nai”. Cé nhiing ldc that budn cudi, khi ngdi vao
ban an, né bao Logi “xuc phan a”, chivao bét néi ba “an
com”, quay qua hai thang anh hd “eat!”. Budi chiéu khi
me né dén dén, goi con: “Ché ché phan xé!” né quay lai
khoanh tay: "Thua éng ba con di vé!”

Kenneth, thang dich ton ra ddi sau cting trong bay chau,
ong ba da “"overload” nén phai nhd ba ngoai chéu sang
trong nom. Thang bé khau khinh, bu bam, hién lanh...
khong [ém linh, ranh manh nhu con chi. Con chi lam tha
lanh con thang em chi ltp xdp theo sau. Khi thang bé sap
ra doi, bd me né cubng quyt tim tén. Céc chau du duoc
goi tén My nhung trong khai sinh van gitr nguyén tén
Viét. B6 me chéu tén Khéi va Linh, mubn bo tén L.U.CK.,
Michelle d4 ¢6 tén Minh Uyén, éng con xin 6ng b chon
tén van C, 6ng bd tam tim tréu: Van C thi ¢6 Cuc... ! Cubi
cung chau cing duoc 6ng ndi dat tén la Khiém Cung va
c& nha dong ¥ néu céc chu cé theo guong chi thém dia
thtt ba thi dGa bé sé cé tén Thién Y néu 13 trai va Minh
Yén néu 13 gai dé hoan thanh bo L.U.CKY,
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N6i vé con dau chau sém phai ké chuyén Kobe — Minh
Kha. T6i vao phong sanh véi me né va téi 1a ngudi dau
tién 6m thang bé vao long, cdm nhan su thiéng liéng,
mau nhiém va ky diéu clia héa cdng. Thang bé to con,
nang hon chin pounds. Me né nhd nhan nén khi sanh
xong bi hai dudi stic, anh chdng phai & canh san séc vo.
T6i bam theo thing bé dé khai lo bi trdo con. Nhin thing
bé long t6i lang lang, nao nao khoé ta, nhu cé moét soi day
v6 hinh rang budc hai ba chau. Téi yéu thang bé vo cling,
xa thi nhé quat, nhé quay. Khi chdu méi bap be, vé tay
vao miéng oa oa qua dién thoai véi ba, toi thu lai va git
mai mau bang dé, nghe hoai ma khong biét chan.

Carter — Bdo Pang kém thang anh hai tudi, gy, cao,
banh trai, 1au linh, thdng minh va la “pet” cta éng. Hai
dng chau rat tuong dac, 6ng néi gi chdu hiéu lién, chéu
lai biét chiéu ¥ ba, biét ninh not 6ng. Ngat mot diéu
chéu rat biéng an, néu khong thic thi bita an kéo dai,
day dua ca tiéng. Ra dudng chdu nhanh nhen, ludén
miéng hdi va gidi thich hét chuyén nay téi chuyén kia,
ludbn bay dat tai khon véi thing anh to xdc nhung boc
tuéch nhu con ga to. Tiéng Viét chau rat gidi khi con &
nha véi 6ng ba, nay hoc dén 16p hai thi cling gt gid cho
may ngan bay gan hét.

Ut it Logi — Minh Khang hém hinh, cudi khé cting ré hai
céi lm ddng tién. B me chdu da cé hai thang con trai,
cb sanh thém dé kiém mot mun con gai nhung lai van ra
céi thang cu! Méi bap be néi ma 6ng hay ba hdi: “Con
c6 yéu 6ng ba khong?” thi cu cau toét miéngra: "Da td!”
Hai thang anh thi cao, thang em nho bé nén 6ng goi 1a
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con vit det. Ong ba rang v5, mua Pediasure, ngdy nao
cling xay xay, gia gia... lam dd an cho chéu, gid lam hé,
lam tau bay, tau bo... dé du né an ma né ciing chang I16n
nhanh cho. Kenneth thi &n nhu htim, nhu hé, cha phai
dd danh va ¢ 16n nhanh nhu thdi. Co con géi tréu me,
phan bi: “Ba ngoai minh oi, sao ba ngoai Kenneth nudi
né bu qud, ba ngoai minh nudi thing Com, ba ngoai
minh dém rdi, ba ngoai minh oi!”

Heé vira qua ba ngoai Michelle vé Viét Nam hon mot
théng, hai vo chdng t6i quay cudng véi dam chau ti
sang sém dén tbi khuya. Ca budi sang chi lo thay ta
16t cho ba dtta nhé rdi lo dn udng cho ca bay, an xong
dng cho hai thang 16n ra san dot banh, ba bay trd choi
cho ba dta nhd. P& choi day mot nha ma déi ldc oéi
oam thay ca ba cuing thich mét thi, eo seo ti nanh. Toi
nhd hoat canh gia dinh téi ngay xua va nhé ba ndi tdi
luén ludn néi “xem ti, xem tf, chi phai nhudng em” dé
bat dtta 16n chiu thua. Ngay 4y toi 13 16n nén ludn phai
chiu phan 1ép. Nay lich st tai dién, toi & vi trf ctia ba va
Michelle lai nhu téi.

Nhang di mot chat 15 ba dia kéo nhau vao bép, 6i thoi
ndi niéu, xoong chdo dem ra khua inh i, chiing ri nhau
md ngan kéo 16i hanh téi vt day ra san nha, éng vao
hét [én nhu cdi tau hda. Ba quynh quang thu gép, 16i ba
da cho vao “family room” mé phim nhdy mda con nit.
Thé 13 nhu mét ban nhac tré tai danh, ba da cling mda
may, nhay nhét. Logi 13 vua pha, tat ca nhiing gi ¢ nit
bam 13 né bam loan xa, nhing “remote control” vao tay
né 13 ké nhu tiéu ting.
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Nha toi khéng bao gis biét thay mot céi ta hay pha mot
binh sita cho con, bay gid [am 6ng lai hda gidi. Chang
qua tai 6ng thuong vo, khong nd dé to6i mot minh vat va
nén phu dé mot tay, 6ng tiép thu phan pha sita cho may
dtia bé, tir tir cho chéu an, cho chau bd, khéo hdi nao
chang biét. Me chdng téi néu con sbng chac Cu khong
thé tudng tuong ra canh nay!

Pén bita an trua hay chiéu méi rac rbi, ndm dta nam
kiéu, thang 16n nhat méi chin tudi da cao gan bang ba,
sb can ciing chang kém, bd me né nhac éng ba bat néd
“diet”. Khé ndi thang bé ct thdy db an 1a thém. Thang
th nhi hoi gay, lai biéng an 6ng phai hod, phai hét. Hai
thang bé con cling vay, chua ddt cho thang com xong
thi thang U da ha mdm sén doi. C6 Michelle 13 ngoan,
cho phan an ngdi xic lay, chi déi khi gdp mén khong
thich 1a nhat dinh chdng chiu an.

Ngay cudi tudn méi 1a ngay cla ba... C6 nhitng budi
chiéu ém &, tdi ngd minh trén chiéc ghé xich du trong
béng rop & vudn sau. Mau nang cla budi chém thu
hanh vang va bau troi thi xanh trong véi vai cum may
trang troi 10 ling. Mui Ngoc Lan thoang thodng theo gié
mon man khu gidce... dua ky Ge toi bénh bdng, bénh
bdng tréi vé di vang.

T6i nhé ba ndi toi, nhd xot xa. Nam tdi bé nhu Michelle
bay gid ma da cé hai em, Minh Thuan va Van Hanh.
Nhitng mén dé choi ngay ay chi 14 nhimng con bdp bé
nhua hay méy con th nhdi bdng. Cac em mudn choi ba
bat to6i nhuong nhung khi thay chéu phung phiu, ham
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huc ba lai ra ctra mua cho céi banh gido néng ngbi xtc
cho an.

Nam téi 1én ba, hoc vé 1ong & trudng Hong Bang, sau cho
Hang Da. Ba dua chéu di hoc, toi doi ba phai ngdi & cla
16p chd. Ba d& tir tlr, ba ndi ra ngoai hang qua & cong
trudng ngdi doi rdi ba 1én vé dé dén gis méi di dén. Mot
hém ba ban viéc gi d6, sai ¢d Nga, em (Gt ctia bd toi dén
chéu. Téi im lang khéng néi gl, vé nha gap ba thi da 1én
khéc bat dén, khéc dén ndi ba phai bat ¢d dua dén céng
trudng dé roi ba lai di dén. Khéng hiéu sao ca ba va me
t61 hoi Ay lai chibu t6i mét cach vo Iy nhu thé. Ba va me
t6i ké mai chuyén nay va néi 14 téi déo dé.

Me t6i ¢t déu déu san xut, cach nam lai cho ra ddi
mot dda bé, me nudi con hoan toan bang sita me. C
hé cé em 1a dta bé vira méi thoi stta duoc chuyén sang
ba. Khi em Tuln ra d&i, hai dda bé ducc chui vao man
rdc néch ba 1a Thuan véi Hanh, téi phai nam ngang phia
dudi chan. Lau lau ba lai véi chan xuéng nhé nhe 14y
chan xoa lung chau. Nhiing dém hé ba phe phéy chiéc
quat nan, thinh thoang lai quat xudng phfa duéi an ti
c6 chau gai.

Téi tbi ba bat anh em ching téi rlra mat mdi chan tay,
thay quan 4o sach sé&, sap hang ngdi sau lung ba nghe
ba tung kinh. Sau khéa 1& duoc chui vao man nghe ba ké
chuyén d&i xua, chuyén TAm Cam, chuyén Thach Sanh
Ly Thoéng, chuyén Ba Chia Ba, chuyén Quan Am Thi
Kinh... Khi t6i 1én mudi, da cé nam em, da la chi 16n, ba
bat dau day di cho nu an, day sao d€ chon con ga cho
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ngon, con vit cho béo, rau qua cho tuoi...

3 nha ba mac quan sa tanh den, 4o canh lua tring, dau
van khan nhung. Bi dau ba khoéc chiéc 4o dai nau théu
nhiing bong cic vang nho nhd. Dac biét ba rat thich
hoa Ngoc Lan, ba chdng bao gid phan son, méi khi di
chlia hay di ra khéi nha ba chi dat béng hoa Ngoc Lan
tuoi trén vanh khan dé lam déng. Nam 1965, cha toi
d6i lam viéc trén Tha Buc, duoc cAp mot can nha xinh,
truée nha c¢é moét cay Ngoc Lan 16n, chi chit hoa. Ba
ming lam, ngay nao tam xong ba cling ngdi xda téc cho
céc chau nhd téc sau rdi khi van lai khan khong quén
dat mét bong Ngoc Lan. G lan can trude nha ching téi
c6 mét dan Da Ly Huong, budi tdi huong thom ngio
ngat nhung ba khong thich bang hoa Ngoc Lan va ché
mui huong hac qué. Ching toi biét ¥ nhd chd lam vudn
tréo 1én cay cat tiing canh hoa cho ba 1& Phat. Nghi dén
ba 13 t6i nhé dén nhitng chiim hoa tring mudt ciing nhu
khi nhin thay hay ngti huong Ngoc Lan thoang thoang
t6i lai nhé dén ba. Va... nam &y ba téi mat... ba mat vao
thang tam, tiét thu, nhitng bdng Ngoc Lan trang mubt
van con chdm chim & trén céy.

Bay gidy toi dang o bé mét cay Ngoc Lan, cay & day trong
hoi khé. Miia déng téi phai quay budng va mac 4o cho
cay dé tranh suong lanh, gid budt. M&i dot cay cho duoc
hon chuc nu hoa, di huong thoang thoang cho t6i tim
vé qué kh... Mot ngay xa x6i nao dé trong tuong lai,
hoa né day canh va huong thom diu ngot tda xa, bay
chéu yéu quy ctia toi cé nhé dén ba clia ching nhu téi
dang nhé x6t xa vé ba clia toi khong.
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Xuan xua

Cl bat dau sang Théng Chap, trdi hai se lanh 13 me téi
da lo stra soan sam Tét. Trude hét hai me con téi di rao
cho An Béng va cho Bén Thanh dé mua vai, me va toi, 1a
chi 16n clia bay em, lo cat may ca tudn méi xong cho ca
nha, mdi ngudi hai bd quan 4o méi va boé man cho cac
clra s6 va clra ra vao. Sau ngay Ram me téi xuéng cho
Cau Ong Lanh va cho Cau Mubi mua rau cai, hanh vé
mudi dua; may loai ci vé phai 1am dua mén; gao, nép,
dau, vai 6ng dang. .. stta soan cho ndi banh chung; do6
kho nhu ndm, béng, mién, tdm, muc... dé nau cb.

Ching t6i thich nhat ndi banh chung. Thud méi di cu,
nha ft ngudi, ching toi con bé nén ndi banh nhé. Khi téi
16n 1én, nhan sb gia tang dan, bd toi dat mot céi thiing
ton that to hinh khdi vudng, cao ca thudc dé sép banh
cho dé&. Sau Tét, thiing dé duoc dé & gdm cau thang,
chtta cac tht d6 kho cho khéi chudt. Sat ngay gbi banh
me t6i m&i mua 1a cho tuoi.

Bta an trua ngay Hai Muoi Sau vira xong 1a nha toi bat
dau nhén nhip han 1én. Ba ndi tdi chi huy viée gbi banh
chung. Chi gitip viéc cling may chi em t6i tiu tit nghe 1énh
clia ba, trong khi me t6i lang & ngdi ché lat. Me ché lat
rat khéo, me chon mua méy 6ng dang thang, khong gia
14m, da duoc ngdm nudc may hom cho dé ché. Me phara
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timg thanh, ban to bang soi lat rdi ¢ thé me ché thanh
dang 4y 1am hai rdi lai [am hai, 1am hai nita cho dén khi
tudc thanh soi lat moéng tanh. Cha méy chbc, may éng
dang d tré thanh may bé lat trang phau, mém mai.

Mot thau nép da duoc vo dé ngdm, thau dau xanh con
nguyén vé ngdm nudc, dé ngay bén canh. Ching toi
xdm vao ria la. Ba chia mbi da mot céi khan nhd dé
rita tiing chiéc 14 dong. Ba néi 14 phai rira that sach va
lau that kho thi gbéi banh mdéi ngon va khéng bi héng.
L4 sach duoc cot thanh tiing bé dé dbc 1én cho réc
nudc. NOi hinh vudng nén rat dé xép banh, chi ngudi
lam phai rira ndi sin sang va bd téi da xép sin may cuc
gach ngay gan bd giéng bén hong nha dé 1am éng Téo,
dng xép clii san sang theo thi tu cti nhd, cti 16n dé cti
dé bat Itra chuyén dau tién. Khi cti chdy déu, ngudi cb
phan su ngdi canh chi viéc bd tiép cdi dé gitt 1ra cho
dén khi banh chin. Nha con déng lai thém tuc 1& biéu tét
nén mdi nam nha tdi géi hon sau chuc chiéc banh, ct
mot cap banh kém véi mot hdp tra tau hodc moét chai
ruou tay 1a thanh mot phan qua.

Sang sém hom sau me téi di cho that sém dé lay thit
da duoc dat sn & sap thit quen, khong quén mua cho
ba tai va mii heo dé ba géi gid thd, may céi chan gid
dé ham véi mang kho. Trong khi chd vét gao, dai dau,
ba va me téi pha thit bd vao mot thau day, uép nudc
mam ngon va tiéu trang xay nhuyén. Mi va tai heo cling
duoc cao ria, ludc chin san sang dé ba sé théi ra xao véi
nam huong, mdc nhi, tiéu mudi dé gbi gio.
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D4u xanh dai vd xong ba rac mudi vao rdi bao séc déu
1én truéce khi bd vao chd hdp. Ba cha can phan luong,
c nham nham, liéu chiing, thé ma it khi sai lac. Sau khi
dau chin nhir ba néi chi ngudi lam 14y mudng danh dau
that toi roi ndm lai thanh ting cuc tron vira cho mot céi
banh, 1am xong xép ca vao mdt 18 16n. Nép vo sach, vét
ra may céi r to, ba ct tho tay vao hit mudi béc rdi rac
V30 14 gao va sai da nao & gan séc l1én cho déu mubi
va rao nudc.

Moi thi stra soan san sang ba héi thic moi ngudi lam
cho nhanh dé ludc bénh cho kip vét khéng dé qua
khuya. Thudng thi phai n&u lién tuc tdm tiéng nhung ndi
to nén ba bat sau khi nudc séi phai dé hon mudi tiéng
cho banh chin ky. Ba chuc cap banh géi xong, xép day
trén tAm phan gb, ba khong quén géi méy xau banh tép,
nhing chiéc banh chung con con cho cac chau.

Bao nhiéu dau, dudi va cudng 14 cat ra duoc bd hét vao
day thiing d€ 16t, sau dé ba va me t6i xép banh that
chat ché vao thiing, khiéng 1én bép ma bb toi da xép
san, d6 nuéc ngap banh rdi ndi ltra. Ba goi chi ngudi lam
14y ndi mang kho da ngam ti may hém trudce rra that
sach, d6 day nudc, dé chén l1én mat banh va mot ndi
nudc to cling dé nudc that day dé 1én canh ndi mang.

Khi nudc bat dau soi ting uc trong ndi ba dan canh gidy
va clt nuéce hoi can xubng 13 14y cai xoong nhd ¢é cén
lam gdo d€ muc nudc trong ndi chén dé xudng ndi bénh
roi lai tiép nudc méi vao ndi chén. Mi 14, mui banh da
tda ra thom ngat, khong gian duom mui Tét.
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Chiing t&i ngdi quanh chiéc phan xem ba gbi gid thd.
M4y miéng mii heo va gan chuc céi tai da duoc ludc
chin mém, ba thai méng hét cho vao mot thau, thai
moc nhi va ndm huong thanh soi trén vao, cho tiéu,
mudi, nudc mam va mot it tiéu con dé nguyén hot. Udp
khoang ntra tiéng rdi cho vao chiéc chdo to, dat 1én bép
x30 k¥, con néng ba dé vao xap 14 dong da tran so, lau
sach, ¢t thé ba vira gbi vira nan cho cay giod tron déu va
chéc, rdi 14y lat budc chit. Thodng mot cai 1a xong may
don giod thi, ba budc thanh tiing cap va treo 1én xa bép.

Thud ching t6i con bé, budi tbi ngdi canh ndi banh
chung ba ké truyén ¢4 tich, cé nhing truyén nghe dén
thudc 1ong ma van thich nghe ba ké di, k€ lai. Lén 1én
mot chit ba day choi tam cic. Ba cé ¢d bai bé cha biét
mua tlr bao gid, mbi nam ct dén Tét méi gid ra choi.

Séng & qué huong méi thay su thiéng liéng clia ngay Ba
Muoi Tét. Tr sang me cho théo hét man ctra cii xudng,
quét mang nhén, lau clra s8, lau san nha that sach
béng. Bb t6i lo quét don ban thd, sai tré con danh bd
lu huong, chan nén bang ddng sang choang. Nam nao
nha t6i cling dugc chd Tam, linh ci cda bd téi nay da
vé huu, nha & Binh Duong c¢é vudn cdy canh dem biéu
mot canh Mai that dep. B toi dbt gbe cdm ngay vao céi
lo déc binh. Hoa nd tung bung ding sang Mung Mot.
Sau khi lo xong ndi banh chung, t&i Hai Muoi Bay va Hai
Muoi Tém Tét nao chi em tdi cling ri nhau di cho hoa,
kén mua cho duogc mdt ddi clc dai dda that dep va hai
chau quét, quéa triu canh. Sang Ba Muoi téi duoc phan
cong lén cho hoa phia sau chg An Bong mua mot bd
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Lay On d6 tuoi va may bé hué trang dé trung ban thd.

Budi chiéu, ngoai dudng vang hoe, gan nhu khoéng cé
ngudi qua lai. Sau khi don dep, treo man ctta méi, trang
hoang nha xong me téi lo bady mam ngl qua trén may
ban thd, ba lo mam com dén té tién, dng ba. Thong
thudng cb phai di bdn mén dia, bdn mén bat, c6 canh
béng, mién, ndm, bi. Téi nhé mai ba toi thudng ndi, con
ga chat ra lam hai, ntra ludc, nlta quay, 1dong, mé véi tiét
dé ndu mién, ¢b cédnh ndu bi. Ngay xua that tién tan,
c6 mot con g ma pha ra nhiéu mén thanh ra ndi nuéc
dung phai thém muc, thém tédm kho, céac loai ¢l tia hoa
lam chan tay cho ngot nuéc. Mam cting Ong Téo ¢ ¢
m{ hang ma va cling x6i thit, banh trai. Sau khi ctiing
dén Téo Quan va ciing moi t6 tién, dng ba vé an Tét véi
con chéu, ba tdi xoay ra lo chiéc ban thién.

Ban thién bay gitta san thuong, ba t6i mudn moi tht phai
tb hao dé té 18 troi dat, chao dén chda xuan, cho ndm
méi duoc nhiéu may man, an khang, thinh vuong. Con ga
trbng thién duoc udn thanh hinh con ga quy dang dep,
c6 thang, mo ngudc lén trai. Sau khi lude can than, con
g3 ngdm bong hoa tuci dat nam trén mam xo6i gic. bia
trai cay d@ nam tha tréi va binh hoa Lay On dé tham.
Khong ké cac mén dac biét Tét nhu banh chung, gio cha,
mut, hat dua va ruou mui. ...

Gan dén Giao Thira, dén nén lung linh, Giao Thura 13 ltc
téng cuu, nghinh tan, ldc trdi dat giao hoa, chda Xuan
vé ngu tri. Ba va bd me t6i mic quan o té chinh, san
sang doi ding mudi hai gis dém 13 thanh tam khan vai.
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Toi ding sau cam ducgc su linh thiéng, nguéc mat [én
troi dé€ 1an gi6 lanh lanh mon man lan da . Cling déng
loat phdo né rén vang, ron ra.

Tan mdt tuan nhang ba toi 1& ta, bd me tdi chic tho ba,
ba chic lai bd me t6i rdi bat ching toi di ngli dé séng
sém sé mac quan 4o mdi chic tét va duoc tién ming
tudi. Ti con & lai san thuong hudng gié xuan, hit thd
khi troi linh thiéng ldc troi dat giao mia.

D3 hon ba muci nam xa qué huong, ba va bd ti da qua
doi. Téi van nhé vé nhing ky niém xua, van nhé nhing
ngay Tét ron rang noi ngdi nha 4m cling, van nhé nhing
gidy phtt thiéng liéng khi tién nam ci di, d6n nam méi
t6i noi san thuong yéu dau cd, ciia moét thdi méng mo,
tré dai.
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Nhu mot thodng may bay

Ong cu nam kia, khudn mat tring min, hién hoa, d6i mat
khép lai nhe nhang nhu ngudi dang nam ngd. Khudn
mat kia, hinh hai kia rdi sé bién di, sé tan vao hu vo,
ching t6i khong bao gids con trong thdy nira. Ai cling
biét ngay nay rdi sé téi, ai ciing biét dén ldc phai chia
ly nhung trong sau tham clia tdm hén van cé nhing nbi
dau vo xé. Trong céi ménh mang, ém lang tot cling van
cé nhiing ndi x6t xa... Hon tdm muci ndm, mot khodng
thdi gian dai cho cd mot doi ngudi cling chi nhu mot
thodng may bay. B6 téi nam dé, binh an nhu dang say
ngt, nhitng hinh anh xua vé B chot 4n chot hién, chot
gan chot xa...

Truéc nam 1954, gia dinh ching téi sbng hanh phtc
trong can nha nhd trén dudng Mai Hac D&, Ha Noi.
Nhing ngay thang ém dém, cé Ba, ¢ Me, ¢ cd Nga
em ctia BS va cau Thiang em ctia Me. Bb toi chua day
ba muoi tudi va ching toi tir em Tuin con bé ngtra, anh
Dlng chua 1én chin, & gitra la ba bé gai, Ti Bun, Ti Xiu
va Ong Ly Hanh (H&i nhé Hanh hay déi cai mi thép
gibng nhu khan xép ctia 6ng Iy nén BS yéu goi 1a Ong Ly
Hanh). Phong khach nha téi ké bo ghé véi trang ky kiéu
Tau, bd séap gu va ti ché kham xa ctr &ng &nh su tich Bat
Tién. Budi téi sau khi an com, ching téi quay quan, cha
ngdi xem bao, me ngdi dan 4o & bd sa 16ng va ching
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toi bo trén sap dé hoc bai nhu cdnh Pham Duy mé ta
trong bai "Ky Niém”, chi khéc 13 khéng ¢ cay den dau
hao nhung cin phong sang 4&m nhd béng dén vang tir
trén tran tod xudng.

Budi chiéu may con bé doi Bb di lam vé dé bam vao
cénh tay ran chic ctia B6 dang cong lai dua ra, may dta
nhdn chan 1én du dua rdi cudi nhu nac né. Ngay miing
mot ta, Me téi hay cling Thd Céng céi chan gio ludc
dé canh ba chén ruou trang va mét dia mudi. Khi cling
xong Bb 14y con dao nhd tir tir xéo ting miéng thit chan
gid, chdm muédi tiéu rdi ct BS mot miéng lai cho méi
dta con mot miéng.

Thai budi nhiéu nhuong tranh tbi, tranh séng sau hiép
dinh Geneve, vi an ninh nén gia dinh chiing toi phai don
vao nha thuong V6 Tanh. Ba t6i ngay nao clng khdc
vi khong mudn i qué cha déat t&, md ma té tién. Ba
mudn ca nha & lai hodc dé Ba & lai v6i ¢d Nga, ngay dé
méi 1ap gia dinh va nha chdng co quyét dinh khong di
cu. Mot hdm Ba cling dang sut sti nai ni, BS toi rat cay
sting luc dé€ ra ban néi: "Cu mudn & lai d& con ban hét
céc chéu, con ban chét con luén dé€ Cu & lai mot minh
duoc khong?” Ba toi so qua, cubng quyt: “Thoi toi xin
cau, toi xin cau, toi di, toi dil” Thé 1a tir d6 Ba chi thit
thit khéc tham chi khéng ddm khéc trude mat B toi
nita. V& sau Bb néi phai doa gia thé Ba méi chiu di chd
& lai thi chét ca dam.

Vao dén Sai Gon, gia dinh gdm chin ngudi, ngo ngac noi
viing dat la, tAt ca phai lam lai tr dau, Ba t6i ngdn ngdm

Nhu mét thodng méay bay 93



cb nén tiéng thd dai. Ching toi dinh cu tai can nha &
dudng Thanh Thai, mot can nha g nhd, mot tang, xung
quanh con cay cbi xum xué. Mac dii r4t ban ron trong
s& lam, uu tu vé noi an, chdn & méi, ngay nao di lam vé
BO t&i cling tdm ria cho ching t6i. Ong yéu cac con va
dé cling la céi tha ctia 6ng, mac du nha ¢6 ngudi lam,
c6 B3, ¢ Me ching téi. Téi con nhé ct vao cudi tuan
dng hay dem ching toi ra cat téc, cao mat, ngoay tai,
cl tung dua, tung da. Ba nao nhic nhich khéng chiu
ngdi yén, téc khong déu, ong cat lai, cat nita, doi khi téc
chi con nhu cai “ming dztia” Gp 1én dau. Khi vao Nam
t6i méi bay tudi nhung ¢é ba em nén coi nhu da 16n,
nam 1955 Me tdi di sanh Phuong Nam. Rdi ¢t cdch mot
nam Me cho ra d&i thém mot duaa, toi dua Me di sanh va
mdi budi séng trudc khi di lam va budi chiéu trudce khi
vé nha B déu vao tham Me va em bé méi.

Nhan sb gia tang, nha ciing duoc xay cat thém, tir mot
can nha g lup xup thanh mot cin nha gach bdn tang,
hai day. B6 t6i phai lap ra nhiing luat 1é nhu nha binh dé
cai tri bay con ctia B6. Nha gdn mot céi chudng dién to
nhu chudng trudng hoc ngay phong khach. Méi ngudi
c6 mot tin hiéu riéng, chuéng bam hiéu ai ngudi dé phai
c6 mat. Riéng gid an 1a ba tiéng chudng dai dén ndi
hang xém ct nghe ba hdi chuéng lanh 1anh 13 biét ngay
nha ching téi dén gid com. Phong ngll 13 mdt trai ni
binh v&i mdt day giudng va moét day ban hoc. Tuy la
nha binh nhung B t6i rat nghé st va tam hon udt at,
lang man. Chdng t6i clng it nhiéu anh hudng tinh nét
dé. Thud con bé BS da cho ching téi nghe nhiing ban
nhac ém dém, trit tinh nhu Subi Mo, Con Thuyén Khong
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Bén, Thién Thai, Biét Ly... C6 mot thoi BS toi lam chi
bGt tuan san Kién Qubc, Bac Nguyén Xuan bing git
viéc trinh bay. B viét van, 1am tho... Ngay toi hoc Trung
Vuong, khi phai 1én tran thuyét, néu toi vé on i 1a B6
soan ngay cho mét bai, vao 16p chi viéc doc.

Nha cé ba ngudi 16n, Ba bdo ban ngudi lam va trong
nom céc chau, Me lo céi an, cai mac con BS lo chuyén
hoc hanh. Téi nao B6 ciing gidng day va khao bai ching
t&i. BS va toi rat than, khi tdi méi mudi hai, mudi ba da
duoc B t6i dbi xr nhu ngudi 16n, viéc gi BS ciing cho
toi gép ¥, chon man cta, chon kiéu ban ghé, ngay ca
viéc bay bién dd dac trong nha. Bay con mudi hai dia
clia BS 16n dan, lai 13 mot bay nhiéu con géi. Trong cai
vui van ¢6 cai nghiém, trong su than mat van cé nhiing
uy luc clia 6ng BS dé huéng dan dan con. Téi 1a con
gai 16n duoc hudng nhiing su yéu thuong, san séc dac
biét clia 6ng BS tré nhung nguoc lai cling bi nhitng ngan
cAdm khét khe ctia B6 danh cho con chim dau dan. Hoi
con bé téi duoc BS toi dat vao nha thuong VO Tanh xem
nhing budi tap duyét binh, duoc dién quan 4o dep dé
B dua vao xem nhiing budi van nghé ¢6 Thanh Hang,
Thanh Hiéu dén héat Gy lao chién si. Khi 16n 1én, dii toi
da vao dai hoc B van dua dén... Cho dén ngay téi lap
gia dinh, BS toi da khéc rat nhiéu khi dan do con truéce
ngay vu quy va sut sti khi tién con vé nha chong. Hai
da con 16n clia ching téi ra doi trong tinh yéu thuong
day ap ctia Ong Ba. Céc chau sang choi Ong nam xubng
vach bung cho chau ban bi vao 16 rén, 6ng bd xubng
lam ngua cho chau phi nhong nhong...
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Tudng cudc sbng c thé ém dém troi, BO tam su véi
chiing t6i vé nhiing uéc vong ctia BS. Chin dita con gai
clia B6 déu hoc hanh gioi giang, déu 1 nit sinh uu td. B&
doi ngay Ut Thity tbt nghiép Trung Vuong, B sé dat tiée
[6n an mimg, B6 sé mdi toan ban Gidm Hiéu va Gido
Su Trung Vuong dé td long tri 4n nhing ngudi da gép
cong 16n trong viéc day d& céc con ctia BS. RSi BS Me
t&i ao uéc c6 mot DO GIA TRANG tai Pa Lat, mot day
nha hinh chir U gdm c6 mudi ba phong 16n, Ong Ba mot
phong con cho médi gia dinh con mét giang son nhd.
Ngay gi tét, hoi he, con chau vé tu hop, B6 sé cam céi
gay chi huy ctia B& dé€ chi huy 1t chau, chét... C& mot
gia trang sé ron ra tiéng cudi... B6 Me ching toi da mua
may mau dat trén suon doi khu Mé Linh, Pa Lat, tréng
ngay ra mat hod, phong canh that hitu tinh, nén tho dé
thuc hién mo uéc dé.

Nhung ai ¢6 ngd dén cai ngay 30 Thang Tu oan nghiét!
Tat ca cac mong ude nhd bé, gian di clia B6 toi déu tan
tanh. B6 da gia soc han di khi nhin thay tuong lai md mit
clia mot 1t con bé bdng, thuong yéu. B da bac dau vi
tinh than trach nhiém qué cao dbi véi té qude, véi nhan
vién thudc cap, véi gia dinh. BS da khong bd chay khi
quéan doi chua ra ngi.

Tat ca 13 dinh ménh! Mét thang sau chong tdi chd B6
toi dén noi tap trung va mot tudn sau dé toi ciing dua
nha tdi vao ding dia diém &y, dé di cai tao khong biét
ngay vé... Toi da khéc that nhiéu khi doc nhiing 18i trong
di bt ctia BS: “Vi yéu T6 qudc, mén qué huong nén téi da d lai
Vigt Nam cho tron trdch nhiém cia sT quan cdp td déc nhdt cia
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truong quan y con 6 lai. Chiu dung canh tu day sudt gan muoi
ndm trong cdc trai lao ti & Bdc Viét do Cong Sén lap ra dé trd
thit nhitng chién st qudc gia con ket lai. Véi bao co cuc, ddi khdt
cia thoi gian goi la khé sai cdi tao, toi ¢d gdng giit tinh thdan bat
khudt va nhdn cdch cia mét chién st khi thdt thé, sa co.”

Va... ngay 20 Thang Tu ndm 1990 ching tdi, mot bay con
chéu ctia B6 da kéo nhau ra phi trudng San Francisco dé
mimng & dén Ong Ba va Di Ut. BS da gia di nhiéu. Mudi
nam, tir nam muoi dén sdu muci van con 13 tudi sung stc
clia mot doi ngudi thi BS téi bi trong vong khd ai.

Nam 1992 Bb tdi bi mot con bao bénh tudng khé vuot
qua. Sau khi BS t6i thoat khdi hiém nghéo, B& Me tdi
duoc em Tuén dua di du lich vong quanh Thé Gidi, dé
giai trf va cng dé phuc hdi nang luc vé thé chit ciing
nhu tinh than cho Bb va ddng thai cling dé BS dat duoc
nhing uéc mo clia BS thoi nién thiéu. Sau d6 B toi
sbng lang & nhu mot céi béng, chi vui véi con chau
trong nhiing dip tu hop dai gia dinh, l1au lau di tham con
chéu & xa. BS khéng mang dén thé sy, khong tham gia
hoi doan hay bat ¢ mét t& chic nio. Thi gid ranh B6
t6i doc sach va soan lai quyén Gia pha. BS ngdi viét hdi
ky vé& cudc dai minh, k€ lai cude doi trudn chuyén cda
B&, tir khi con 13 mot thanh nién mat sang ngdi ngdi,
theo khéng chién luu lac khap viing ndi ddi Viét Bac,
sang tan Trung Hoa roi méi quay vé. Nhin vo dai, con
tho, nhin lai Iy lich ban than, thanh phan tiéu tu san
thanh thi... B6 da ngao ngan quyét dinh dua gia dinh
hdi cu. ROi ca mdt cude doi binh nghiép, tan tuy véi TS
Qubc, véi ly tudng minh da chon lua. Cho ra ddi mot
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bay con. Pén ngay déi doi. Bén ngay lac 16ng, ¢6 don
noi x4 ngudi mac dit con dan, chdu déng... BS toi da
viét véi hy vong con chéau sau nay biét duoc dong doi
cha 6ng, gir duoc nhitng truyén thdng tét dep ctia dong
ho PO va ciing biét dugc mot manh ddi cia mot ngudi
Viét Nam trong thoi tao loan.

Mot doan trong tap hdi ky B toi da viét:

“... téi dang duoc song quanh con chdu, toi mong cé ngay ma
Phat Troi dé cho ti con song trén thé gian nay, duoc thiy qué
nha thodt canh bi hoa Céng Sin ngu tri, dugc vé song tai qué
cha dat t6, bén canh phan m td tién vdi ho hang rudt thit gan
xa...”. Va tdi nhé mot ngay trong qué khit da xa, khi B&
toi con tai chic, B& da néi *... Cd mot doi mdc do nha binh,
liic chét di B6 mudn dugc an tdng nhu mot nguoi linh, theo 1&
nghi quan cach.”

Bay gi BS t6i nam day... khoéng 1& nghi quan céch,
khéng duoc yén nghi trén manh dat qué huong. Sau 18
hod tang chi con 13 tro, 12 bui va tro bui rdi cling sé tan
vao dai duong. Badi la vé thudng. Cudc ddi chi nhu mét
con gié thoang, nhu mdt thodng may bay.
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Tranh phu ban — Doan Québc Vinh



Mot thud Trung Vuong

Nhing canh hoa sao xoay tit trén khong, bau trdi xanh
thdm cao vit clia con dudng Nguyén Binh Khiém nhu
dang hién ra truéc mat toi, nhimg khuén mat ngay tho
clia mdt bay chim non chap ching, ngo ngac budc vao
cdng trudng Trung Vuong nam dé that, nhing co bé con
e 18, then thiing véi thay c6 méi, ban méi, con ling ting,
nguong ngap, vudng vit véi vat 4o dai... Nam &y ching
t61 duoc su day db rat ki ctia ba Ky, ba Tuyét, C6 Trinh,
c6 Hong Diép...Gid ra choi chiing téi van con nhay day,
nhay 10 ¢, choi danh chuyén, choi trdng nu trdng hoa
va hay nhat nhiing cdnh hoa sao ném tung lén dé nhin
chiing xoay tit, xoay tit, nhiing tia nang xuyén qua ké 14
trén cao thanh nhing vét ning dai.

Nam dé ngl ching téi 1ap ra Ho Nha Tf gdm bay Ti Co
Nuong. Bing dau 1a Tf B6 Vi Thi Thanh cao 1éu nghéu,
di ddm. Ti Lén B Dung, hén danh Dung Lu vi c6 da, cé
thit nhat bon. T Nh& Chi Nga, "ngon nhu cuc md, sach
nhu quyén v&”, mat ldc ndo ciing khinh man. Tf Con
Méng Diép diu dang. Tf Ti Hong Trinh uét at hay khéc.
Tf Teo C&m Td nghich ngom. Tf Cu Kim Anh, khénh rang
clta hay pha tro. Ho Nha Ti lam tho, an qua, nghich
ngom, pha phach nhung cting cham chi hoc hanh. Tuéi
mudi ba, tudi clia méng mo, ching tdi bat dau yéu co
gido, mbi dia trong cay si mot ¢d va ca tung, bénh vuc
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triét d€ than tuong ctia minh. Ba nao dung cham dén
“ngudi yéu” 13 sé biét nhau ngay!

Nang ctia tdi la ¢c6 Xuan Sanh, mén chinh ¢6 day la Phép
Van nhung vi trudng thiéu gido su nén cé day ching
t6i mon Pia Ly. Ngay dau tién co budce vao 1ép toi da
chodng vang, ngit ngay, c6 mét céi gi dé nhu nhap vao
hon. Téi yéu giong Hué niing niu, dang vé ¢6 diu dang,
thanh thoat nhu mot bip Ngoc Lan. M&i 1an co néi
"Cé phai khéong na!” 1a ¢6 lai nhin t6i. C6 mot hdm cha
hiéu sao ca budi ¢6 chang nhin téi. Tai tdi than qué, cui
xubng gadm ban lam tho:

Xudn Sanh, Xudn Sanh
Nguoi toi dang yéu quy
Nguoi toi dang udc mo
C0 gido nho ngdy tho
Nhu con chim tho o
Khong nhin toi khong néi
Téi cdm thdy bo vo!

Vi yéu ¢6 toi [am tho, vi yéu cd toi cham di tap vi cau,
cham di tap thé duc thdm my véi ¢d Vinh & san Phan
Pinh Phiing va méi chti nhét lai chiu khé di hop Huéng
Pao vi nha ¢ & Phan Binh Phung, ngay trudc cra san
van doéng.

Nha ¢ toan dan ba, ba ma, ba di, ngli long céng chta,
Xuan Sanh, Hong Van, Thanh Van, Tdy Van va Bach Van.
T6i yéu cb nén yéu ca gia dinh ¢6, toi cling goi cac em
c6 bang tén & nha, chi B, chi C, Chudt, Nho. Bén nha co
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t61 tim duoc nhitng phit gidy ém dém. C6 nhitng hom toi
ngdi hang gid nhin ¢ ngdi trén di vang may &o dai. Thé
rdi ngay co 1én xe hoa t6i da khéc, da dé dau tran di trong
mua. Cam gidc mat mét that dén dau. Téi gdm nham tha
dau thuong () Nhing ngay tho 4u that lang man va céi
lang man that 13 hdn nhién.

Héng Trinh manh mai, téc dai mudt nhu lua, cap mat to
den lay, that thdng minh nhung hay udt.

TiTi...

Sao doi ldm sdu b
Cuoi [én cho vui chut
Lau nudc mdt le di. ..

Chi Nga lam tho hay hon, ngudi 16n hon, toi con nhé
vai cau:

Guc mdt xudng ban mdt udt ludn
Nhung sao toi héi em khong noi
Co phdi vi toi [¢ ngoc tudn

Chdng téi 1am nhiéu tho 1&m, t&i cé mot quyén sé con
ghi lai nhiing van tho sau, tho téu, tho con céc cta tudi
mudi ba nhung quyén sé nhd qué, lai don nha bao phen
nén that lac, that tiéc!

Nam dé ta toi duoc mién tap thé thao vi Iy do stc khée
( ba béc si ndi la tim to (!)). Odi oam thay tbi lai la luc
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st chtt luc cda trudng! Boi vid cau ching téi tap rat déu
dan, ngay nghi lai dem vot dén san Phan Binh Phiing
hodc dén nha Hong Trinh & Ly Tran Quén tap tiép. Ngay
di thi d4u giai lién trudng, khi ddu déi Trinh cap véi Ta
con tdi ding véi H3o. Hai dta danh rat an v, Hao la
vua bd nhd con téi cb ct dap rat téi, ngay sau khi giao
cau, Hao tht nlra san trén, tdi bao nita san dudi. Khi
d4u don, qua vong bén két, vao chung két toi bi ha bai
Lam Th&o ctia Nguyén B4 Tong, co nang viia dep vira dé
thuong. Toi chay thi tiép stc véi Lé Tam va Thu Ha. BS
toi ¢ cudi mai va ndi:” Ngudi thi Iun, chay lach bach ma
cling 12 luc st dién kinh!”. Con nita, c6 Hién con ct toi di
thi ném ta, ca ndm chang tap, chi duct cé vai tudn ma
t6i ném rat kha, nhung & nha thi nhat me nhi con, ra san
d4u téi dung ngay Pham Thi Thuc N cdia trudng Thién
Phudc, nang ta to, cao va khde nhu con beo, nang pha
ky luc nam d6 va chic chan vé sau khong ai pha néi ky
luc ctia nang.

DPén ngay ky niém Hai B3, trudng c Bich Loan, Luu My
va toi... di thi van chuong phu nit. Bé stia soan, chiéu
nao Bich Loan cling dén dén toi di dén céc toa béo va
thu vién d€ nghién ctu tai liéu. Nam d6 dinh Bdc Lap
bi oanh tac nén ching t6i khéng duoc vao dinh Téng
Théng d€ lanh qua. Phan thudng va gidy ching nhan
duoc gl thang vé trudng.

Hé nam dé nhi, Hoa Tam dén nha xin phép cho toi di
du trai hé hoc sinh sinh vién toan qubc & Pa Lat. Dan
Trung vuong ¢ Phuong Tra, Minh Chau, Ngb Thi Ngan,
Lan Tran, L& Ha, Hoa Tam va t&i. Chlng toi cé mdt tuan
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1& that vui. Ban ngay sinh hoat ngoai trdi, 1am cong tac
xa hoi, xdy mot cay cau va dap mot con dudng cho dan
dia phuong. Budi téi sinh hoat van nghé hoac héi thao
véi cac thady Minh Chau, Thién Minh, Thién Hoa. ..

Qua nam dé nhat , ching téi da bat dau cé nhitng ndi
budn vu vo, cam gidc sap phai xa trudng, xa ban. Tam
trang ching téi ldc dé day mau thun. Khi thi ngdi lang
bén nhau, budn mubn khéc. Lic lai xim nhau diia gién,
nghich ngom, tréu choc ban bé, phd phéch thay cé.
Ching t6i nhu mudn niu kéo, gitt lai mot céi gi. Ching
tdi lap Bang, ldc thi goi la BPang Loan Ngon, lGc thi cho
12 Bang V& Y Thic con ¢6 Ninh goi ching téi 13 Dang
Nhén. Pang ching téi gdm Pang Trudng Mai Oanh,
nhd nhan, xinh xan, ham rang khénh rat ¢ duyén, phat
ngdn thodi mai. Bang Phé Cam Td bo khd, ngang tang.
béang vién c6 dai bac hoc Duong Thi Mai, tic Giang Mai,
chuyén mén phat minh nhing khi cu téi tan dé bao vé
hoa binh, phi cdng Tran Thi Ngoc to con, nhiém vu vac
bom di oanh tac, thay dui Vi Thi Lé trong hién nhu Ma
So, chuyén vién nghich ngdm, anh hiing dan téc Dung
Lu bao gan, bao phdi, cha so thing tay den nao, duoc
TG goi 14 M4, Lé goi 13 Tfa con em Td Khanh nhéat dinh
goi 13 Chdng.

Ngoai sdu dia trong dang, chidng téi cling choi than véi
nhiing ban khéac trong 16p nhu Hao, Chinh, Liéu, Ngoc
Anh, TG Khanh,Hoa Tam, Nam, Kim Lién, Vuong, Van,
Thé...Bon chiing né khong nghich va khong ¢6 gan nén
khong vao dang, chi cudi hta.
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Nght lai thay thdi tudi tré that vui, doi khi tan ac, ¢t gio
toan thay Giang 13 c6 dita bac cai ghé dau nho dé 1én buc
rdi cudi rdc rich. Gids thay TAm nhiéu chuyén vui nhéat, vi
thé ma ching t6i dé thude bai hon vi mbi bai hoc lai cé
chuyén bén 1& dé€ nhé. Chang han nhu hdm thay vé vé bo
mdy tudn hoan, qua tim that dep véi nhitng déng mach,
tinh mach chang chit. C6 dta kéu lén:

— Phén clia thdy vé con ga chéc 13 dep 1am!
—
— Thua thay, con ga chan vang, thay...

Cha 13 hom Ay thay di giay “jaune”, dién véi 4o xanh ve,
quan mau nau.

Gid Triét, hdm thay Loc giang vé ¥ thic va vo ¥ thic, ¢
dtia nghich gan vao that lung thdy mot cai dudi chdn,
thay khong biét ct di qua, di lai v6i cai dudi ve vay &
dang sau. C& bon cb 6m bung, bam mdi lai ma nubt
tiéng cudi. Chot mot giong ndi cat 1én:

— Thay ding 13 "vi nhan”!

Thé 13 mét trang cudi v& tung, khéng dda ndo nhin
dugc, cudi nghiéng, cudi nga. ..

Thay that hién, khi biét Iy do chi cudi xoa:
— Céc chi nghich qua!
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Nho bai gidng clia thay nén ngay ngay hom sau, khi thay
Tam tang cho 16p cau Vo v thic”, Dung ta bén ding [én

van veo thay. Bing 13 ngua non séo da!

Pang ching tdi nghich vay dé nhung khong bi thay co
ghét vi chiing t6i vira nghich, vira chaoi, vira hoc gidi (sic!)
lai vira hoat déng. Ho6m bau ban dai dién toan trudng
chiing t&i chiém ngay ba ghé, Duong Mai ban hoc tap,
Cam Ta ban thé thao con tdi ban bao chi.

Gan ngay thi luc ca nguyét, ching tdi phai bao nhau
ngung chuong trinh nghich ngom dé lo hoc. Ct nuéc
dén chan méi nhdy nén 1an nao ciing phai chay nudc
rat, hoc bd hai tai, hoc xanh cd mat, hoc héo ca ngudi.
Thay hoc mét qué lai bao nhau tr nay phai hoc cho
dang hoang. Thi xong thi ching ndo tat nay. Bén ldc
gan thi dé nhi luc c& nguyét lai vat gid 1én ¢d, mbi dda
phai chui vao mot x6 dé nhai Van Vat, tung Ly Héa, nubt
Luan Ly, Bao Btc, Tam Ly...Ching t6i hdi han qua, ha
véi nhau sé cham chi hoc hanh va cai diép khic 4y, cd
hdi han rdi hia hen, hia hen dé rdi lai hdi han theo
chdng toi ca thaoi ky hoc dai hoc.

Hé nam 4y, sau hon mot thang cdm cung, nin thd dé
hoc thi, két qua ching t6i cling thi d& va cling 1én dai
hoc nhung phan tdn mdi dta mot phan khoa, L&, Ngoc
vao Su Pham, Mai di Luat, Oanh Van Khoa, TG hoc Néng
Lam Stc con tdi cdp sach vao trudng Duoc. Rdi 1an luot
tiing dda, ting dda 1én xe hoa dé buéc vao cudc sbng
mdi, ban biu véi cdng viéc lam, véi chdng, véi con...Mdi
dta mét dinh ménh, mbi diia mot cudc ddi.
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Céc thay co kinh yéu, hdm nay, nhing dita hoc trd nhd
bé, nghich ngom ngay xua da trén sdu muoi. ba cé dau,
c6 ré, cé chéu nodi ngoai...Cac thdy ¢ ¢ ngudi da ra
di vinh vién (thay Giang, thay Loc), cac thay ¢ con &
noi ndo dé, trén qua dia cau nay, néu vo tinh doc duoc
nhitng dong chit nay thi xin thay ¢6 hay nhan noi day
tAm long biét on va ngan 15i ta 16i!
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Nga ré

Budi sang, sau mot gidc ngll viii trd bra cho ca thang troi
ft ngti vi lo hoc thi Td Tai phan hai, Huong Thu xach chiéc
xe PC ghé qua nha Tuong Vi & mdt ngd hém thudc khu
Ban C& r( Vi di an sédng. Hai ¢6 nang than nhau ttr khi
con la hai c6 bé budc chan vao nguéng ctra Trung Vuong,
hai con bé con ¢t téc dudi ngua ngdi ngay ban dau 16p
Pé Thét B1. Ca hai cling hoc gidi, ngay thi Trung Hoc Hé
Nhéat Cép, hai dita cling dau binh. Khi chon ban d€ 1én
dé nhi cAp déng lé Huong Thu phai chon ban B vi Thu
ludn nhéat toan trong 16p va thich nhiing mén khoa hoc.
Nguac lai Tudng Vi thich hop vé van chuong, bai luan van
va nhiing bai gidng van ctia Vi ludn duoc 1dm bai mAu doc
[én cho c& 16p. Thé ma hai ¢6 nang déu chon ban A vi
mudn duoc hoc cting nhau thém may ndm na.

Pén trude ctra nha Vi, Thu van ngdi nguyén trén xe,
ghéch chan 1én bac thém goi chd vao trong nha:

—Viai, Viai, Vita ta...
Ngay d6 [am gi c6 dién thoai dé goi hen trudc va dau phai nha
n3o cling ¢ chudng cita dé bam nén dén nha ai thi ¢ goi vang

c4 xom.
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Vi thd dau ra clra sé:

— Lam gl ma réo sém thé? Ta tudng mi con chua day néi.
Pem xe vao day ngdi chd ta thay quan &o.

Hai nang thiéu nt tudi thanh xuan ché nhau trén chiéc
xe PC, vat 40 lua bay trong ndng ban mai vang tuoi, hai
méi téc dai phat pho theo gié. Tréng hai ¢d nang nhu
hai canh buém vudn xuan.

Ngbdi dang sau, Vi vd nhe vai Thu:
—E mi, ta mubn an bdn bc.
Thé 13 chiéc PC chay vé hudng cho Bén Thanh.

Thu va Vi vén ta 4o dai ngdi xudng chiéc ghé dau sat
bén sap gb, hit ha. Trén sap, hai mam &c con nguyén vo,
vang uom, xép cao ¢6 ngon. Noi nudc ding bbe khéi
nghi ngdt va may thing rau 6i thoi 13 ngon. Bu thi rau,
rau mudng ché, tfa to, kinh gidi, hing cay. Mot 16 gia
sbng trdng phau va mot rd rau sa lach xanh muét thai
nhoé dé canh hoa chudi bao méng mau hdng tim. Hai lo
thiy tinh 6t xay do tuoi kich thich su tiét tam linh cla
khéch. Ba hang ludn tay thoan thoat nhé &c, nhing con
Sc buou vang au, béo ngay.

M4y ngay thi cang thang da qua, Thu va Vi nhe ngudi

nhu vira trt xong ganh ndng ngan can, thudng thic hét
hai t6 ban 6¢ ngon lanh, hai ¢ nang ri nhau bat phé.
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— Thu oi, ghé Khai Trf xem ¢ cudn sach nao méi khong.
Mi doc “Yéu” cia Chu T chua?

— Chua, lo hoc thi thi md, thi gids ddu ma doc sach. U, tui
minh vao tiém séch di.

Hai c6 séng budc trén dudng Lé Loi, sdng sém nén
dudng xa con thua thét, ca hai cling bao nhau di thang,
ché cé la ca vao nhing sap doc hai bén 1& vi ngudi bén
chua m& hang, vo v ¢ thé bi phién phic.

— Thu, bon nhd Trang kial!

Vi kéo tay Thu chi vao ba cé géi di nguoc chiéu sap budc
vao Khai Tri. Nam c6 con géi gap nhau rfu rit:

— Trang, Linh, Ngoc! Bon mi cing mua sach a? Bai thi
sao? Lam kha hét cha?

Trang dap:

— Thi cing tam tam thoi, dén ngay xem bang méi biét
dugc. Bon mi an sang chua? Tui ta vira & hém Casino ra.

— Lai banh cudn ha? Hay bdn cha? Ta véi Vi méi di an
bin bc.

— He nay ta 1én Ba Lat nghi hé & nha chi Tram. Boi xem
két qua rdi tui minh rd nhau cting di nghe!

Ngoc cling chen vao:
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— Lay Trdi cho tui minh dau hét rdi dai ndo Ha Lat mot phen.
Linh ddng bén cling gat gu:

— Nha chi Tram @0 chd chda tui minh thi ta clng xin
phép bd me cho di choi xa mét chuyén.

2.

Trdi cling chiéu ngudi nén ky thi dé ca ndm ¢ nang cing
c6 tén trén bang, ngl long cong chia hoc cung 16p va
kha than nhau, ri nhau di choi mét tudn cho bé nhing
ngay mét mai hoc thi, vé sé lai phai 6n bai dé tham du
nhing 16p thi tuyén vao cac phan khoa dai hoc.

Trang 6m cham thang bé khau khinh, khodng nam tudi,
hon hit nung niu va riu rit chi ting dda ban mét, gidi thiéu
vdi chi:

— Chi Tram oi, bdn nhd ban em: Thu, Vi, Linh, Ngoc.
Thang cu TY 16n qué rdi, 6 nhé di Trang khong né?

— Chi nhan dugc dién tin clia em hém kia. Sao, cac em
di dudng mét 1dm khéng? BE chi dua céc em vao phong
c&t hanh Iy rdi stra soan ra an com véi anh chi, anh ciing
sap vé téi roi.

Nha chi cdia Trang 13 mét ngdi biét thu xinh xan ndm
lung chimg déi. Mat truéce, qua mot day néc nha 13 mot
thung lting bat ngét hoa. Pang sau, con dc thoai thoai
di 1én ddi théng, nhing cdi théng gia, than cay cao, to,
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théng tdp. Nha no cach nha kia cad mét khu vudn.

Sbng & Sai Gon dn a0, bui bam, déng dic, 1én téi day
khong khi that trong lanh, canh thién nhién bao la, béat
ngat, nam nang con gai nhu lac vao chdn than tién.

Budc vao nha, mui phd thom phtc quyén vao hoi lanh
lanh khién céc co thdy bung déi con cio, nhat 13 sau
gin mot ngay ngdi xe do lac lu.

Trang hit ha:
— Chi ndu phd h&? Ban chau ma sao chi gidi vay?

— O nghe cac em 1én, chic mét nén chi ¢t ndu sin ndi
phd cho tién. Cac em & choi mot tuan thi tdi nay nghi
ngoi cho lai stic, séng mai hay day sém di choi.

Chi Tram huéng dan cd nhém 1én lau trén, mot can
phong sét néc nha, rong, san gd lim danh xi béng mau
nau den, mai nhon, & gitta viia cho moét ngudi cao ¢cb
thé ding thang, hai bén vach thap hon, quét véi mau
nau hdng nhat, mdt bén bao boc bang nhiing ké sach
va td kinh nho dé trung dd ky niém. Phia vach dbi dién
ké hai chiéc ném giudng chdng 1én nhau, pht vai hoa,
c6 thé diing 1am ghé, khi kéo xubng thanh chiéc giudng
16n. Mot chiée ti ding & cubi phong day gbi va chan
bong. Sat bén clra sé kinh nhin ra khu ddi thong sau
nha, mot chiée ban thap, trén ban bay mét lo hoa hong
tuoi, quanh ban may chiéc gbi vudng dé ngdi kiéu Nhat.
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— Phong nay anh chi dung lam phong doc sach hoac
lam phong ngt khi ¢é khach. A, phong vé sinh ngay sau
Ccéi tu 16n kia.

Ca bon nhin theo tay chi, nhan ra mot canh ctia nhd
ngay canh chiéc td ding.

— Céc em mudn ngll chung cho vui thi & ¢ day. Chi con
mot phong ngti nra clia chau & dudi nha, néu can cac
em c6 thé diing, chi cho chéu vao phong anh chi.

Thu 1én tiéng:

— Chi cho ching em & phong nay 1a tét qué rdi chi a.
Chi ctr dé chéu ngli phong clia chdu. C&m on anh chi
rat nhiéu.

Nam cb con gai thay quan do roi cing nhau tfu tit xuong
nha phu chi Trdm don ban.

Phong an lién phong khéach, san gb nau béng, bod sa
16ng boc vai nhung mau dé sam hai hoa véi tAm tham
day vién nhing chim hoa hdng 16t bén dudi, tudng
quét v6i mau phon phét long tring. Trong 10 sudi, anh
Itra bap bung, cti thong tda mui thom at ca mui phd va
tf tach nhu reo vui. Chiéc dén chiim téa anh sang &m
ap xubng ban an da cé hai dia gid tuoi véi rau hing,
ngd gai, chanh, 6t & hai dau. Cac nang rfu rit sap dia,
mudng, tuong &t, tiéu, hanh gidm. ..

Nhin quanh phong céc nang trdm trd, trén tudng phia
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sau ban an, mot bdc tranh tinh vat to vé mot mam tréi
cay that dep, nhitng qua téo, 1& chubi va chtim nho mong
nudc. Ngoai phong khéch, ba buc tranh cting kich thudc
nhung vé ba loai hoa hdng khéac nhau dem su tuoi vui
cho can phong, phfa tudng dbi dién, mot day dai, toan
hinh thang cu Ty tir khi méi chao doi dén bay gio.

Nghe tieng Vespa vao sén, ca nha nhin ra. Anh Hoa cat
xe, buéc vao. Tiéng chi Tram reo vui:

— Anh vé ding lGc qué, c& nha dang doi. B6i bung roi
day nay!

Trang chay ra chao anh va gii thiéu véi anh tung dda
ban. Moi ngudi vui vé ngdi vao ban. Bo ban ¢ tdm ghé
nén vira khéo, anh cu Ty duoc ké thém mét ném phu ngdi
gitta bd me.

Anh chi Hda Tram khodng trén ba muoci tudi, quen nhau
tur ngay hoc chung Pai Hoc Su Pham, ra trudng mdi lam
dam cudi, duoc bd nhiém 1én thanh phd nay. Anh day &
trudng Tran Hung Dao con chi day & Bli Thi Xuan. Anh chi
con tré, néi chuyén rat gan ghi va hiéu biét nén cac co tur
tir dbc bau tam su, tréu gheo nhau hodc ké 1€ tam tinh nh
anh chi gftip ¥ kién.

Vi dugc chiéu cb dau tién. Thu ké cho tat cd nghe
chuyén cac chang dang theo dudi Vi va hai chang duoc
vao chung két 13 Quan va Tung. Chi TrAm cham rai:

— Vi chua can quyét dinh ngay, em con tré, con thi gics
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tim hiéu, ct giao thiép trong vong 1& gido, dén khi em
cam thdy em nghiéng vé ai, em & bén ngudi nao em cdm
thdy hanh phic thi d6 13 ngudi em sé lua chon.

— Chi Tram, 16 né thay thuong ca hai thi sao chi? — Trang
If 1&c.

Chi Tram cudi, tir ton:

— Nhu vay 13 Vi chua that yéu ai ca. Biét dau c6 chang
tht ba xuat hién sé danh bat hét hai anh chang nay?
Néu chua yéu ding hta hen, ding cho ngudi ta hy
vong. Da quyét dinh rdi phai dat khoét va song phang.
bling dé bi roi vao cdnh” Bén khi 14y chdng chi con mbi
tinh dem theo”, d6 1a chuyén clia may 6ng nhac si, may
ba van si. LAy chong phai yéu chong va xéa hét nhing
vuong van ci. Khéng mét éng chdng ndo di 13 thanh
di chang nita ch&p nhan canh vo nam canh minh ma lai
nghi dén ngudi khac.

Bich Ngoc xen vao:

— Con nhd Thu nay chi, né quyét dinh di du hoc ma van
con vuong van may cai dudi theo né 1dng thong. Em da
ndi né dep di, mo mo mang mang chuyén yéu duong thi
lam sao ma hoc duoc. Chi ¢é truct dai dai rdi vé nuéc tay
khoéng thoi.

— Ty theo muc d6 sau dam téi dau da cha. Néu yéu
nhau chét bd thi chi chdc Thu da khong di, con néu chi

m&i ¢é cadm tinh théi thi Thu nén git mdi giao hdo nhu
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mot ngudi ban. Xa nhau cling 1a céi thudc do tinh cam
nhau. C4c em con thi gid ma, chua cé gi chac chan 6
tudi nay, cac em con phai nghi dén chuyén hoc dé lo
cho tuong lai.

Anh Hoa gbp ¥:

— Céc cb quan niém thé nao 13 tinh yéu? Yéu dé lang
man, mo mang, ¢é ngudi dé nhung nhé, bang khuang
hay cac ¢6 mudn tim hiéu dé kiém ngudi chia sé cude
dai véi minh?

Cé nhém nhao nhao:

—Yéu |3 chét & trong long mét it.
—Yéu la tim thuong dau.

—Yéu la long bang khuang.

Khong khi diia gién than mat, vui vé han 1én. Bich Ngoc
rut re:

— Anh chi a, chiing né c bao 13 em can do dong dém.
Theo em viéc 1ap gia dinh 13 quan trong. Em mudn cé mot
gia dinh binh yén, hanh phtc nhu cac chi ctia em. Chiing
né néi ct viéc sbng theo con tim, tim néi yéu la...yéu! Em
so ldm. Khi quen ai em phai can nhic, dan do. Ngudi dé ¢
phai 3 ngudi chdng tét khdng, ¢ dem dén cho minh cudc
sbng gia dinh ém 4m khong. Ngudi dé phai yéu em trude
anh chi a! Em sé chon mét trong nhiing ngudi da chon em.
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Em khéng ddm mao hiém nhu tui né. Em so dau khé. Em
khong mudn bé bang.

— P6 1a quan niém ding dan nhat va an toan nhat cho
ngudi con gai nhung ddi con nhiéu chuyén phc tap va
phién toéi khong nhu du tinh cia minh.

Cac em dén day choi, anh chi vui ldm. Cling hoi khuya
rdi, c4c em can nghi ngoi. Con mét tuan 18 nia, tha hd
chidng minh ban luén. Thoi, cadc em di ngti nhé! Nam co
gai thu don sach sé, stra soan lén lau.

Linh con tiée nudi:
—Chi Tram oi, nha anh chi dep qué, chi mua lau chua ha chi?

— Nha thué em a. Anh chi may man gap duoc ngdi nha
nay, cht & bén Phép, giao cho mbt cbdng ty quan Iy nha
dat trong coi. Ho chi can c6 ngudi & dé can nha ¢é sinh
khf va gitt gin nha cho ho thoi. Tién thué chi dd dé ho tra
tién cham sé¢ nha em a. Anh chi duoc ho chon trong s6
may ngudi hdi thué. Chi & day hon bén nam roi. Tir khi
thang cu Ty méi duoc sau théng.

Nam cd con géi kéo tAm ném xudng lam thanh mot
chiéc giudng to, bén ¢d nam chung, Linh 1ay mot céi
chan bong va mét chiée gbi ndm séat gan ctia s6. Bém
nay cé trang, trang sang vang vac trén nén trdi nhung
thdm. Linh thém mét gia dinh 4&m ém, hanh phic nhu
chi Tram. Linh ao udc duoc hoc Su Pham, ra lam co
gido, gap duoc ngudi minh yéu va ngudi ay yéu minh...
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Nhung c6 1& chuyén di choi ki nay 1a chuyén chét Linh
duoc rong choi véi cac ban. Chi vai tuan nita Linh bat
dau di 1am trong mot hang thau ciia My ma béc Hai,
anh ctia bd c6 ngudi quen gidi thiéu. Luong ho trad kha,
hon c3 tién luong hang théng ctia b bay gid. La chi [én
trong gia dinh déng con, sau Linh 1 ba em trai, tiép
dén 13 hai em géi. BS chi 13 cong chice thudng, me yéu
6t khodng xéng xao, buong chai. Thai budi gao chau cli
qué, thang nao gia dinh ciing phai giat gdu vé vai, Linh
phai quyét dinh di lam ganh d6 cho cha me. Nhin trang,
chi con &nh trang khuya nghe tiéng long thén thic cta
Linh. Nudc mat 1an dai, tiéng sut sit khe khé.

Trang tran trd, nghe anh chi va It ban luan vé tinh yéu
Trang lan man nghi vé hoan canh cia minh. Trang c6
cdm tinh nhiéu véi anh Khiém, ban anh Trung, em lién
sat dudi chi Tram. Méi téc Khiém loa xo0a trudce tran, cap
mat to, den budn v&i voi nhu thu hat hdn ngudi. M&i khi
trong nha nhin ra, Khiém dtng dua lung vao tudng, hai
chan bat chéo nhau hd hitng, miéng ngdm diéu thubc
tréng rat nghé s 1a tim Trang dap ron rang. Nghe anh ké
chuyén vé nhitng c6 con géi anh quen, Trang nhu dau titc
& 16ng nguc. Anh dau c6 dé ¥ dén Trang, anh xem Trang
nhu mét dda con nit. Trong dém lai mot tiéng thd dai.

3.

Budi sang bau trdi &m u, may xam, stng nuéc, nhing
cay thong sau nha nhu van minh trong gi¢. Chi con hai
ngay nita 1a chdm dat mot ky nghi hé vui . Theo chuong
trinh, hdm nay c4c nang sé di tham thac Cam Ly, chiéu
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vé dao pho, mai di trai ham mua man vé lam qua. Va
sang sém ngay mot cac nang ra bén xe do dé trd vé mai
nha xua.

Gan mudi gid ma nang van chua lén, ngoai khung cta
s& may x&m con gidng day. Chuong trinh thay déi vi néu
troi mua dudng 1én théc sé tron truct nguy hiém. Ca
nhém quyét dinh di trai hdm, gan va 13 dudng trong
thanh phd. Ngay mai néu khé rdo sé di choi tham thang
canh thién nhién. Thu thdy ngudi ué oadi mubn binh nén
thoéi thac nam nha.

VUi minh trong chan, can phong that yén tinh, Thu thay
nhé nha, nhé cha me vo ciing. M&i di xa mét tf ma da
nhé thé nay, vai thang nia di ngoai qudc du hoc, & xa
that xa thi sé nhé dén dau. Tu nhién nudc mat Ga ra,
Thu can ngdn tay khéc thit thit. Cha ¢ ai & nha nén
Thu tha hd mit uét, tha hd tha hdn choi voi. Hom cé két
qua thi me da khéc k& véi Thu 13 ¢6 ngudi cho me biét
bd dang phan bdi me, cap véi mot cd géi tré 1am. Thu
codn nhé nhu in ngay bd dua Thu 1én Lang Pai Hoc Tha
bc dé day nang l4i xe. Thu rut ré:

— Bb ¢6 thuong con khong?
— Sao con héi vay?
—B& ¢6 con yéu me khong?

— Tai sao hdm nay con hdi bo nhiing cau la vay?
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—Bb... c6 bd... phai khong bb?
— Ai ndi véi con chuyén dé?

— Con biét 13 con biét! Con mubn bd cho con biét su
that. Néu bd khong nghi gi dén hanh phic gia dinh nia
thi con sé khong di dau hét, con & nha véi me!

N6i xong Thu rAm rit khéc. BS phai ré vao con dudng
vang, ngiing xe dé giai bay. B6 ké cho Thu nghe chuyén
tinh ctia bd. B6 van yéu me va céc con. BS van nght dén
hanh phtc gia dinh. Ngudi 4y chi nhu mét béng mét qua
dudng ma thoi. Cb ta tré, khong dep ldm nhung rat tinh
cam va lang man.

— B cho con gap ngudi &y duoc khdng?

Thu da duoc bd dua dén nha chi Thay, "ngudi &4y” cta
bb. Chi rat tré, chi hon anh Huy vai tudi, ngudi dong
ddng cao, téc dai den mudt, da hoi ngam ngam, khudn
mat trai soan, trdn cao, cip mat la ram, sdng nhung
thoéng budn. B ra nha ngoai néi chuyén véi éng cu dé
hai chi em tu nhién.

Chi Thuy néi:
— Chi yéu bb em, kinh trong bd em. BS em ¢é néi 16 vé
hoan canh gia dinh, khong ltra déi chi. B6 cho chi xem

hinh me em va cac em, bo em cling néi véi chi la bo yéu
gia dinh lam.
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— Vay tai sao chi lai yéu b em?

— B& em nhu than tuong cta chi, chi yéu bé em nhu tén
thd than tuong.

— Chi khong nght dén me em &? Rdi tuong lai? Moi
chuyén sé di vé dau?

— Chi khong hé xam pham quyén loi ctia gia dinh em. Gia
dinh chi kha gia, chi cé cdng an viéc lam dang hoang.
Chi khong dung cham, anh hudng gi vé tai chanh cta
gia dinh em ma. B6 em van day dt bén phan véi gia
dinh ma!

— Chi Thy, em rat cdm ddng vé tinh cam cla chi gianh
cho bé em va em rat hanh dién vé bbé em nhung em xin
chi hay chdm dat. Chi yéu bd em nhu than tuong thi xin
chi hay yéu bé em nhu yéu tai t& xi né. Em thdng cam
duoc véi chi nhung me em khong thé cdm théng dau.
Viéc dén tai me em, nhat 13 céc béc, céc di em thi phién
14m. Réc rbi cho chi Idm chi Thiy a.

Thu bang hoang khéng dinh nghia duoc thé n3o 13 tinh
yéu. Sao ddi lai ¢ nhiing ngudi lang man la ltung nhu vay,
quan niém vé tinh yéu quéi di nhu vay. Qua may chuyén “di
dém” thuyét phuc, ca bd va chi Thiy déu cam két véi Thu
1a moi chuyén sé chdm dt. Thu giao hen hai muoi tu tiéng
cho ca hai ngudsi va Thu di Ba Lat choi d€ bd phai lo ta toi
véi me. Hy vong chi con hai ngudi & nha bd sé dé dang nan
nf va me dé nhuong b6 hon. Chi con hai ngay nita Thu tré
v&, chac 1a mat hd sé binh yén, vién séi nhé roi xubng chi
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lam vai vong séng loang ra va mat nuéc sé lai phang lang
nhu cG. Thu thay yéu bd va yéu me hon bao gio.

Thu nght dén céc ban, chéc 1a ho dang chay nhay rfu rit
& trai ham. Troi chuyén mua ma khéng mua, may xdm
da bay di, mat trdi 16 dang, nhiing vat ning vang dang
quét nhe lén canh cay, ngon c4. Anh chi Hoa Tram théat
tot, da chia nhau dua cac nang di choi khdp noi. Trong
nhiing ngay qua, cac nang duoc viéng hau hét thing
canh ctia ba Lat, chi ¢6 hai thdc Pongour va Gougah &
xa va an ninh khéng bdo ddm nén anh chi da khéong dua
di. Thac Cam Ly va trai hAm & gan nén anh chi dé danh
cho hai ngay chét.

Thu hdi tudng nhing 1an di choi, sao cac nang hdn nhién
qué, than thuong nhau qué. Sau day méi dda mot cude
doi, biét cé co hdi gap g& nhau nita khong. Canh thién
nhién & day that tuyét vai. Cc nang nhu ngat ngay tai
Thung Ling Tinh Yéu, nhing thdm cé that xanh, béat
ngat. HS Than Thd, Ring Ai An duom vé u budn. Day
ndi Lang Biang bao quanh thanh phd, gan nhu & dau
cng nhin thay rang Ndi B3 in 1én nén trdi, mang hinh
dang mét thiéu phu dang nam, hai ngon ndi vuon 1én
rdi thoai thoai xudng viing bung thon. Nhiing thac nudc
that hung vi, nuéc chdy manh mé, ao ao nhu thi oai,
phd6 dién stic manh cta thién nhién.

— Thu oi, Thu dau?

Tiéng nhd Ngoc da nheo nhéo dudi nha. Thu tung chan
chay xudng.
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—Ne, & nha toi nghiép, ta mua cho hai ky man vé 1am qua .
Vi dua boc man cho Thu.

Bon ¢b nang khé né bung nhing tdi, nhitng x4ch, Thu
nhén mdt qua man chin vang, can ngap rang, sao né
gion va ngon thé, vi chua ngot diu dang.

Trang 1én tiéng, xuyt xoa:

—Tr&i of, mi  nha udng qué Thu o, tui ta an tai chd, vira
hai vira an quéa da. Ngon 1dm mi a. Bén vudn man cla
nha hoc trdo anh Hoa, ho vira ban ré, vira can dd, mot
ki 16 ca mét bich tuéng, cha bt mua & cho, vira dat vira
can non. bung la l1ai don, lai kép!

Chi Tram nhic nhé:

— Céc c6 di nghi mét chit, an com sém rdi tdi nay anh
chi dua cac cd di choi. Chi da nhd moét chi ban trong hd
thang cu Ty. C4c ¢d nhé mang gidy cho thodi méi nhé.
Chiing minh sé di bo.

Budi tbi trdi trong, may mu da bay di hét. Trang da
khuyét nhung vin sang vang vac trén bau troi. Lép
suong méng, trang duc bao pht dudng di. DU 1a mua
hé nhung c4c nang van phai mac 4o khoéc, mang ging
tay, khan quang ¢ va déi ma. Con dudng trai nhua den,
hep, déc. Tir nha dén khu phé cho khong xa, cac nang
vira di vira truyén tro rdc rich. Bén gbc phd, mot ba
cu ngdi quat than nudng bap, nhing trai bap tuoi, hat
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bap déu, mong stta. Chi Tram mua cho mdi ngudi mot
céi bap nudng quét m& hanh, vira di vira an, ngon oi la
ngon. R&o budc qua khu Hoa Binh va khu cho vang hoe,
lac déc 1t du khéach di choi dém, dan séng & day thudng
rGt vao nha budi tbi. Anh Hoa bién di mét ldc, trd vé
dm mot tdi 16n, phat cho mbi ngudi moét gbi dau phong
va mot gbi hat dé rang néng hdi. Ca nhém di bo ra hd
Xuan Huong vao nha thiy ta ngdi ngdm mat ho vé dém,
gié nhe, mat nudc gon séng lan tan. Nhiing cdp nam nit
nép bén nhau, quang vai nhau chia hoi 4&m. Ho ¢é thé
13 nhitng cap tinh nhan hay vo chdng méi cudi 1én day
hudng tudn trang mat. Trang nhé Khiém quét quay. Vi
va Thu ngdi bén nhau nghi dén ngay phai chia tay. Linh
ngdi nhin nudc tu lu. Ngoc phan van khong biét ngay
mai tr&i mua hay nang, chuong trinh di choi théc cé
thuc hién duoc khong.

Cudi cling cc nang ciing duoc di choi thdc Cam Ly nhu
du dinh. Ngay cubi & ba lat ém & trdi qua. Budi tdi nam
ngudi ban ngdi quay quan bén 1o sudi, cti ngo that
thom, 4nh dén vang &m &p. Céc nang ban dén chuyén
tuong lai, 1én dai hoc sé hoc gl. Pém &y nam nang ciing
ngl trén chiée giudng 16n, ¢b db gibdc ngli dé séng mai
day sém. M&i ngudi lang 18 theo dudi nhiing ¥ nghi riéng
cho dén khi cd ndm thé déu, chim dan vao gidc ngt.

blng nhu su tién doén ctia Thu, séng gid trong gia dinh
nang da qua. BS doan tuyét han véi chi Thiy. Me dong v
cho Thu di du hoc nhung me muén Thu sang Btc cling
v6i anh Huy, ¢6 anh ¢6 em lo cho nhau. Con géi méi
mudi tam tudi dén noi xa la mot minh me khéng yén
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tam. Thé 13 Thu chd ngay di Btc. Linh da quyét dinh di
lam nén chi ghi tén vao Van khoa, hy vong ¢é thé hoc
nhimg ldc cé thi gi ranh réi. Bdn nang con lai déu thi
dau vao truong Dugc. Mac du thi ddu nhung Vi khong
thich nhiing chai lo con con, Vi khéng thich chiGi mai
vao nhing con sé, nhing céng thic vat 1y, héa hoc 16i
théi, néu con Thu & day, ¢é thé Vi sé hoc Duoc vi mudn
hoc cling ban, nhung Thu quyét dinh di r&i nén Vi nhat
dinh ghi tén hoc Van Khoa, chi con Ngoc va Trang vao
truong Dugc. Nam nang con gai da ¢6 nhiing nga ré
khac nhau, stta soan budc vao dai.
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Mot thdi con gai

Qua khung ctra s8, mat trdi méi 16 1én khoi ngon dbi
phfa xa. Nhiing vat nang vang nhe nhu to, diu dang nhu
thi thAm véi hoa, véi 14 rdi ém & ludt nhe, mim cudi
v6i nhiing canh vat nang di qua. Sau nhitng thang déng
lanh gi&, qua vai con mua xuan, troi dat nhu chuyén
minh. Nhitng déi ¢ Ga nhu duoc thay 40 mdi, d6i sang
mau xanh muét cd non. Cay cbi bat dau dam chdi, ndy
16¢ va nhiing nu trén canh da chdm chim né hoa.

Khué vuon vai, nhin sang 6ng chdng van con ngl say,
tiéng ngay déu déu, mét nhoc. Khué chot mim cudi nhé
lai hdi méi 14y nhau nang thudng tréu choc Thién, vi
tiéng ngdy cua chang nhu tiéng dan Violin du duong
tram béng. Cay dan da chuyén thanh xudng cua gb hi
nao Khué chéang ré va bay gid nhitng ¢d méy cua gia
thinh thoang lai loc soc nhu sép rét bit loong!

Song véi nhau gan bon muoi nam, da ¢ ba mat con,
mot bay chau ndi ngoai riu rit. Khué da ngoai sdu muai

va Thién da qué tudi c6 lai hi con gl.

Khong dém déng manh so pha gidc ngll cda chang,
Khué rén rén budc ra khoi phong.

Khué ngbdi lot thédm trong chiéc ghé may & vudn sau,
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hai tay 0 tach ca phé néng. Budi séng that ém dém,
ddi ¢cd ménh mong, nhitng dudng cong ctia sudn doi
udn luon nhe nhang in trén bau trdi xanh trong, nhing
cum may trang nhe nhu béng ling 16 tréi 1am hdn Khué
chai vai trd vé nhing ngay théng cd, nhé lai hinh anh
Doi Cli va Thung Liing Tinh Yéu clia Ba Lat xa xua. Ngay
d6 nang yéu ba Lat vo cling, ct doi dén dip nghi he 13
|én thanh phé than tién &y. Ngay ngay lang thang trong
riing théng nghe tiéng reo vi vu. Lan minh trén nhing
thdm cd xanh, tdm minh trong nang. Budi chiéu dao
quanh b& hd rdi tha bo doc theo nhitng con dudng nhd
hai bén bao boc bai nhiing ngdi biét thu kién trdc kiéu
tdy phuong, 4n minh sau nhiing vudn hoa dep dé du
mau. Nhiing dém khuya Khué dung tua vao thanh lan
can ngoai ban céng, dam chim trong 4nh trang lung linh
huyén &o, nhin xubng con dudng dbc duéi kia dé mo
chang Hoang Tu. Juliette chd doi Romeo.

Ngay &y, nhiing ngudi con géi van con rut ré, e 1é trude
ngudi khac phai va pham vi giao thiép chi trong vong
nhing quen biét ho hang, hoac cling ldm 13 ban ctia anh
hay anh clia ban. Ngudi thiéu nit chi duoc quyén chon
lua trong sb nhiing ngudi da chon minh, hiém hoi 13m
m&i cé ngudi ddm phé luat 1am ké tién truéc trong cude
tinh lGa d6i. Tudi day thi Khué cing mo mét hinh béng,
tudng dén ngudi trong mong va mong tim than tuong
dé tén the, tha hon theo may, theo gié khong biét ngudi
dy dang & dau. Nghe nhiing chuyén mbi mai nang hd
hiing, nang muén duoc ném mui vi clia tinh yéu va két
duyén véi ngudi vi yéu nang ma tdi.
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Ngay méi dau Ta Tai hai, cdc ban té chic an khao 6
nha Khué, nang da nhan duoc mot bé héng nhung ti
mot gido su, anh ho clia Mai Tram, ban cuing 16p. Chang
khéong day Trung Vuong nhung dugc Tram nhd xem
diém giim cho cd nhém vi chang cé chan trong ban
gidm khao ky thi dé. B6 hoa dé thdm dau doi kem mot
dong chir nan nét trang trong: * Mong cudc vui hém nay
clia Khué chi 13 ma dau cdia nhiing ngay vui bat tan.”

Tudi mudi tdm, 1dong rung rung, hdn chao dao... Khué
nhé lai hdm thi Triét, 6ng thay coi thi ¢t nhin minh d&m
dam rdi tam tim cudi va cudi gid khi ndp bai chang da
tu gidi thiéu 1a Thién, anh ctia Mai Tram. Bau 6¢ con rdi
bl vi bai vé, Khué khdong tam tri nao nghi ngoi 16i thoi
va hoém nay, bé hoa va nhiing 16i nta vai lam long nang
Xao xuyén.

Nh4t quy, nhi ma, tht ba hoc trd, cac ban cua Khué
rlc rich tréu cot, bdng dua. Thién clng vui vui, long
lang lang khi nghi dén cé bé hoc trd ma lan dau tién da
thdy quyén luyén, nhung véi khoang céch tudi tac quéa
xa, chénh nhau mudi hai tudi, chang khéng khoi ngai
ngling. Chang da lai xe qua nha Khué nhiéu 1an ma rut ré
khong ddm nhén chudng clra. Than thd sang nha ngudi
ban gan day ngdi choi rdi lai di ngang va cudi cling cling
chi ddm ghé vao quén an xé clra nha nang ngdi nhin
vong lén san thugng trén cao ma tudng nhé. Ci nhu
thé thdi gian troi... Khué thi dau vao trudng Duoc, vui
véi khung canh méi, lai tung tang chan séo. Tudi tré dé
nhd, mau quén va hinh anh anh gido phai mo dan trong
ky Gc.
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Tui sinh vién hoa méng, quanh nim ngoai gid dén
gidng duong va nhiing gio di lam thuc tép, cadc nang
con gai van rong choi, van rt nhau lang thang bét phd,
lai xe chdm cham trén nhing con dudng dep nhu Td
Xuong, Lé Qay Bon hodc nhitng con dudng ngap 1a me
bay nhu Tran Quy Cap. Chiéu mat tung tang boi 16i & hd
boi hodc dén nha nhau ngdi tdm su vun. K& cho nhau
chuyén chang no, chang kia...Dé ro6i dén mua thi vii
dau vao séch v3, déng clra hoc dén xanh xao, vang vot,
nhan sic ta toi.

Khué la chi I6n trong mot gia dinh déong con, dac biét
13 c6 mot bay con gai. Cha me Khué con tré nén gan
glii cac con va dau 6¢ khéng thi cuu. Me lo chan dat,
day bao con géi vé cong dung ngdbn hanh, khong tiée
tién sam stra dung cu bép nic dé cac con tha hd tap
tanh ndu nuéng, vé vdi, 1am banh tréi. Phong khach ltc
nao ciing gon ghé véi chiéc dén chiim trén tran tod anh
sang 4m ap, bd ghé sa 16ng boc vai dé sam, mot bd méy
quay dia va chiéc may cassette ngay géc phong, trén
btc tudng mau xanh ngoc may con hac tring mda luon
trén nén den clia bic tranh son mai 1én. Sau khi da vao
dai hoc, cha me Khué khéng cdm cac con ¢ ban trai
nhung phai mdi vé nha dang hoang va tuyét déi khong
duoc hen ho 1én 1at. Budi tdi me thudng chui vao giudng
céc con tht thi tam tinh, nhic nhd con khoéng duoc di
dau chi cé hai ngudi va khong duoc dén noi vang vé!

Mot lan tudng nhu 13 da gap tinh yéu. Khué tinh ¢ gap
Hiéu & cho hoa va miing hai Tét, Hiéu xu4t hién & ngudng

clra v6i phong bao dd [i xi. Khué da xiéu long vi giong
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néi Bac Ky, anh méat tha thiét va nhiing ct chi ngot ngao
clia Hiéu, tudng nhu bai 16i trong viing trdi bt ngat yéu
thuong. Khué tir chéi hét nhitng ngudi gisi thiéu, nhing
ngudi tim dén lam quen va lanh liing véi nhing co hoi
ma dudi mat me dé 13 nhiing bén bd hanh phic. Khué
tudng nhu minh da gip déi tuong, nhung ngudi dy da
khéng hiéu nhing tran quy Khué danh cho chang va c6
nhiing diéu xay ra khién Khué nhin lai d&é thay rang Hiéu
khong phai 13 ngudi nang dang tim kiém. .. rdi sau mot
budi di nghe nhac & phong tra"bém Mau Hong” cla
sinh nhat hai muoi bdn, tiéng hat ni non ctia Théi Thanh
véi * Nghin Triing Xa Cach”, Khué da quyét dinh chdm
dat. Than tuong rét xudng that bé bang. That ra clng
chéng cé gi dé trach Hiéu, hai ngudi chi ngdi chuyén tro
trong phong khach, chua mét 1an sam s&, ngay ca chua
mot l1an ndm 14y tay nhau. Tudi tré ngay tho, mo mong
khién nang da ngu ngo cam déng truéc nhing 18i néi
ngot ngao, 4nh méat thiét tha, ctr chi triu mén ma nang
tudng chi danh cho riéng minh. Su that da khong nhu
Khué nght, méi dau ban beé dua chuyén dén tai, sau dé
nhitng chiing ¢4 khdm phé clia chinh nang khién Khué
cang thém cuong quyét tranh that xa.

Khué dang & cubi nam thi tu, con hon nam nda 1a ra
trudng, bai vé chét chdng khién Khué mét nhoai. Thinh
thodng gap Hiéu & hod boi, van néi chuyén nhung véi tam
trang khéc. Khué tu soi long minh, thdy tam hon that thanh
than. Khé va khé & giai doan ling lo. Gios day quyét dinh
rdi thi coi nhau nhu ban. Cac ban bé cling ngac nhién vé
su dit khoat, minh bach ctia Khué va lai tiép tuc dita gion:
“Théi, bay gid may bang long 1am chi ctia tao di...”.
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Nhing budi tiéc tat nién trudng Y, trudng Dugc, clng
c6 nhing cai dudi theo Khué. Vai lan di phtt dau ciing
c6 chang phti ré theo sau bén gét. Sao ldong nang ding
dung, khéng may may rung dong. Nang Dugc, chang 'y,
dep d6i qué con mudn gi nra. Khué tu hdi minh tai sao
va nang clng khong hiéu ndi chinh nang. C6 thé anh
méat chua dt ddm say. C6 thé ngudi d6 tu tin qud, coi
nhu chdm ai thi ¢d nang dé tring s6. C6 thé 16i tan tinh
khong hop véi Khué, khdng ¢ su nang niu, tréan quy. C6
thé nhitng dbi tuong dé chua ding hinh anh chang ctia
nang. Chua ding con ngudi clia dinh ménh.

Céc ba mdi cling mon men dén véi me Khué nhung lai
ké thém 14 cha tiém vang no, cht hang xuat nhap cang
kia ra gi4 hé duoc chang ré bac s thi hdi mon vai triéu
va nha clra, xe phao, phong mach... nhac gia sé lo hét.
Khué phi cudi va néi véi me rang cho cac chang dé di
ma am ca hdi mén. Nhing cude hén nhan can do,
dong dém nhu vay liéu c6 bén vitng khong!

Mot budi chiéu Thit Bay sau tuan 18 thi thuc tap, Khué dén
dén Tram di dao phd. DU hai ngudi hai phan khoa khac

nhau nhung Khué va Tram van than nhu hdi trung hoc.

— Anh Thién hdi tham mi hoai.

— Anh bi déng vién, di linh m&y nam, méi duoc biét phai
di day hoc lai.

Mot thoi con géi 131



—Vay a.

Chot mua 30 xubng, mua rao clia mién Nam, mua ning hat.
— Nha anh Thién & day nay, mi ddm vao khéng?

Ban tinh uong nganh clia con bé ciing dau:

— D&m? Sao khong dam!

Thién khéng ngd hai cd géi udt ludt thudt xuét hién
ngay ngudng ctta, voi lay khan cho cac nang lau téc va
cham lai binh tra.

— Chiéu Tht Bay anh khéng di choi 4?

Tram hoi:

— Anh dang stta soan bai vé vi sip nhan day thém & mot
trudng tu. C6 Khué bao gid ma tiém thudc day?

Trdi o, lai cai giong Bac Ky nhung hinh nhu giong chang
manh mé hon, trdm 4m hon. Khué van vé ta 4o:

— Thua anh, em con hon nam nita méi ra truong. Anh
van khoé?

b3 lau khodng gap, ¢ thé sau miy nam chang di linh, ¢6
thé cap mét cta thiéu nit hdm bdn nhin khac céi nhin cta
con bé mudi tdm, chang tréng ran rdi, manh mé, day nam
tinh va... khong thay gia. Trdi cang ldc cang mua ning
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hat hon nhu gitt chan hai ngudi con géi. Ldi néi chuyén
ngot ngdo va that tha nhu dém. C6 nhing chuyén khoéng
ai khao lai ¢t ngdi ma khai. Khué ngdi tram ngdm mac cho
hai anh em Tram chuyén tro.

RAI trdi cling quang, may ciing tanh, cling dén ldc phai
ra ve.

—Co Khué cho phép téi thinh thoang ghé tham dugc khong?

Ngay chiéu hdm sau chang da quéan o té chinh bAm chuéng
clta véi bé hoa, hdp keo va mot tdi nhd ¢é may cuc xi mui.
Hoa cho chi, keo cho cac em va xi mui dé nhic cd hoc trd dam
ngang nhién nhdm nhap 6 mai trong phong thi lam 6ng thay
chay nuéc miéng,

Tir d6 gan nhu mdi ngay chang dén, ngay ndo clng ¢
keo ¢6 banh. Hoa vita héo 1a c6 hoa tuci, cho dén gan
ngay thi thi theo théng 1é nang déng clra, toa thién.

Khéng dugc phép vao nha, chang lang thang trudc clra va
trén lau cao nhin xudng, m&i ngay chiéc vespa qua lai doi
ba lan.

bém dén, khi di ngd Khué hoi céi dinh man: "Cé phai
chang la nta kia cta ta khong?”

Vira thi xong, chua doi két qlia, Khué quang ngay sach vé
|én B3 Lat nghi he. Ngdi mét minh bén gbc thong gia Khué
ban khoan tu hoi long minh phai chang day that su la tinh
yéu, hay chi 1a mot su 1ap chd tréng vang ctia con tim khi
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vira chdm ddt véi Hiéu. Néu vay thi qua 1a bat cong cho
Thién. Luén quan, loanh quanh trén doi vang va Khué thay
nhé Thién that nhiéu. M&i budi tdi ngdi ¢di than trong
chiéc 16 sudi, dau 6c lai mong lung, phai chang hai con
sbng sé nhap lai chung dong, cé phai viing nguc binh yén
minh chd doi, ¢é phai vong tay ran chic 4y sé che chd cho
nhau subt cudc di.

Trong khi dé Thién ra Hué chdm thi. Ngoai gidy [am viéc
chang lén ntGi Ngu Binh, ra bo séng Huong, 1én chua
Thién Mu, chd ndo chang cing thdy hinh déng cta
Khué, khuén mat ctia Khué, ndi nhé nhung khién chang
mong ngay chdm thi mau hét dé quay veé.

Ngay lai ngay, van chi ngdi dbi dién nhau trong phong
khéch nhung ciu chuyén dé dang, c4i mé hon, than
thién hon cho dén céi ngay trong dai ctia doi Khué, Thién
da quy xubng ngd 15i cau hon. Nudc mat 1an dai trén mé
ngudi thiéu ni, chuyén tudng nhu trong tiéu thuyét da
xay ra, Khué khong tra 16i truc tiép ma hoi lai rang:

— Anh c6 yéu em that khdng? C6 subt ddi lo lang, bao
boc em khoéng?

Ting cau hoi tiép theo cau hdi va cudi cling hai ban
tay siét chat hai ban tay, mot rung déng nhe nhang,
mot ludng dién ém &. Thién ké lai cho Khué nhing lao
dao tir ngay gap Khué, Thién khong thé quén ma khong
dam lai gan. Nhing lGc tudng nhu sdp mat ngudi yéu
I6ng chang quan dau, mac cam mot anh gido, di linh ra
trudng véi chic vu chudn uy queén, Thién thay Khué nhu
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that xa, that cao tam tay vai.

— Sao hdi d6 anh khéng dén choi?

— Anh dén dé bi d4 ra dudng a?

— Em té vay sao?Thé sao bay git anh lai dén?

— O nhu dinh ménh ddy dua, anh ubng thudc liéu, khong
gl can trd anh dugc nita.

— Ba ubng thubc budi séng chua?
Tiéng Thién 16i Khué vé thuc tai.
— Théy Ong ngli ngon qué nén Ba khdng né danh thic Ong.

Goi nhau tir tiéng Anh, Em dén Bb, Me rdi bay gid quen
xung hd Ong véi Ba theo 1d tré.

— Trdi dep qué, Ba mac thém &o 4m, minh di bo di!

Trén con dudng nhé danh cho khach bd hanh, mét bén
13 d6i ¢d xanh mot bén 13 ring hoa dao, éng gia téc bac
trong con trang kién va lung con thang, ngudi dan ba di
bén canh dang di cham chap. Ong khé nam tay b3, tay
trong tay van 4m va hai ngudi thong dong, khoan thai
di bén nhau trong budi séng mua xuan, nang vang dep,
gid nhe hay hay, hoa reo vui, 14 reo vui trong khéng gian
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that ém dém. Tiéng chim rfu rit trén canh, nhin 1én bau
troi xanh trong, nhin sang khuén mat thanh than cta
Thién, Khué cam ta Phat Troi da cho Khué mét lua chon
dtng, cho Khué mét nuong tua binh yén subt cude dai.

Mua xuan 2010
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Du xuan

Cha nhat 19 Thang Tu, nhém Trung Vuong mién Bic
California tu hop nhan dip Duong Mai, Hong Tudc va
Nhu Tam dén San Jose. Khac nhing lan trudc, thudng
ching t&i chi hen nhau & mét tiém an hodc nha mot
ngudi ban, 1an nay chdng t6i rd nhau dén tham vudn
hoa Filoli c&ch San Francisco ba muci dim vé phia Nam.
Ca tuan ching t6i da dién thoai rfu rit hen ho. Kim
Phuong can than chuyén website cta Filoli dé toi lay
ban dd chi dan. Cau con trai so bd lai xe lang quang
da dem méy GPS sang, stra soan san hét dé bé chi viéc

bam nat 13 ¢ co Suzane chi dudng.

Sau may ngay trdi Cali tré gid, sang hdm dé nang vang
tuci va trdi that xanh trong. Trén xe toi hoi dua nha toi:

—Néng ndy... nang ngot ngao... phai khdng BS? (ching
to6i quen xung hd véi nhau nhu thé tir khi sanh thang
bé 1t)

Chang tam tim:

— Nang vang 6ng nhu to!

Thai budi hién dai ¢6 khac, ngdi trén xe toi lay cell
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phone lién lac ta tung:
— Hello Phuong ha? & dau day? i chua?

— Minh doi L&, minh & mé nay nén doi Lé sap xép xong
cong viéc roi di cung.

— Xe bd ¢ nhing ai?

— L&, Van, Bang, vo chong minh. Dung di chua?

— Minh dang trén dudng di, lat gap nghe!

— U, 11 gi& doi nhau & céng nhé.

Lé rAt an can véi ban, Lé cé clra hang hoa, ngay hdm sau
1a ngay “Secretary Day” L& ban rén 13m nhung cling cb
géng thu xép dé di choi véi ban bé. L& con that chu déo,
tbi hdm trude goi dién thoai cho téi can dan rd rang vé
dia chi, s6 phone naoi dén ciing nhu nhiing freeway phai
di qua d€ ban khéi lac.

— Mai oi, Mai dang & dau day?

— Tui minh dang & nha Lé Hai, sap lén dudng!

— C6 Hong Tuéc khong?

— Pang & day hét, Nhu Tam, Luu My, Bich Ha, Tach,

Phuong Cham, Ngoc Hoa.
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—Minh dang trén duong di. Tt nha minh téi d6 phai hon
mot tiéng, tir nha Hai khodng hon bén muoi phit. bi di
nghe, minh sé lién lac sau.

Vao freeway 680 tdi hdi nha tdi:
— BS mubn me bat GPS chua?

— Théi khoi, cé ban db ctia Yahoo rdi, bd biét dudng, me
¢l viéc néi chuyén véi ban di, khi nao téi freeway 280
thi bat dau dé v tim exit gitim.

Doc hai bén dudng, canh vat, cay cbi nhu tuci vui sau
may ngay vat minh véi gié. Toi lim dim thd hon theo
tiéng hat niing niu ctia Y Lan. Nghe kj méi thay ting 15
ca trong nhitng ban khoéng tén clia Vi Thanh An théat tha
thiét, thAdm thfa va... that hay. Bén bai Trai Tim Nguc Tu
clia Btc Huy, giong Y Lan nic nd, rén xiét...” Bén bao
gi%y. .. dén bao gity, em tu hoi dén bao gits em mdi quén
duoc anh?... em yéu anh, yéu anh dén ngan thu...” nghe
toi nghiép qua di.

Tiéng phone reng, giong Duong Mai:

— Dung téi dau roi?

— Pang queo vao cng day.

— Tui nay cling sip dén chd queo, chac 1a sau bd vai xe.

Hay qué, doi nhau & chd Registration nghe!
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— OK!

Vita cip méy Duong Mai thi tiéng Phuong & dau kia:

— Tui nay t6i noi rdi. Dung dén chua?

—Pang di qua choi canh! Nhém Lé Hai cling & sau minh ne.
— Rbi, hen nhau chd mua vé nhé!

That 13 vira khéo, bdn xe phét xubt tir ba noi ma dén
cling, ding gid mé& cua.

Téi bai dau xe nha t6i loay hoay véi chiée xe 1an. Bang 1é
hém nay &ng xa tdi & nha vi cha thdy 6ng chdng nao di
nhung khi nhin vao website ctia Filoli nha t6i khéng nd
dé t6i di mét minh so khu vudn rong qua ma toi lai phai
tay xach, ndch mang, n3o vi, nao nudc ubng, nao thube
men, &ng tha... Nhing lic ngdi wheelchair dé nha toi
day tir building no sang building kia khi di khdm binh &
nha thuong cta trudng dai hoc Stanford, nhin hinh anh
phan chiéu trong clra kinh, téc chang da bac, dang dap
da mang nét mét méi clia ngudi gia, khong con trang
kién nhu xua, to6i khéng khdi nao nao, bui ngti, xét xa.
Nhung biét 1am sao... danh phai cudi toe dé khoa l4p.

Rai béai dau xe, xung quanh c¢é nhiing cay théng, tung,
khuynh diép, sbi... cao voi voi, nhiing bai ¢ xanh
hoang da... Mau xanh lam diu con mat, ngudi déng
nhung canh that thanh binh.
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Budc vao noi mua vé, cd nhém da tu hop & day, riu rit,
hén ha, tay bat mat ming. Hong Tudce xinh han ra, Nhu
Tam trong tré hon trude, Luu My van an can, diu dang. ..
L5i 161, kéo kéo nhau chup hinh. Lé Hai lai gan ddi vao
tay toi géi dd an:

— Phan vo chdng mi day, cat di 14t nira kiém chd ngdi an.
— Hé, mi dau di, ho cam dem do an vao dé.

Giong Ngoc Hoa nhéc, téi 1at dat nhét ngay géi banh mi
vao tui xach.

Lé Hai n6i nho véi 6ng xa toi:

— Anh nudi ban t&i khéo thé, cang ngay nd c cang tron xoe.
— Phén vinh gid tao chi oi!

Quay qua tdi chang ndi nhu an Ui:

— Hét phai ubng thubc thi xep ngay ma.

Piém danh c6 mudi bdn cé nang, thém hai xa xé 13 mudi
sau ngudi. Thiéu Nguyén Bich Loan, Vuong Bich Loan.
Puoc biét gia dinh VBL méi 1am 1& ming Pai Tho tram
tudi cho Cu Ba, me cla Loan. Loan con ban tiép ho
hang & xa vé& nén khéng di duoc. That 1a tin vui, Cu 13

tdm guong séng cho con chau. Trong ching ta khong
biét ¢6 ai theo gbt Cu duoc khong.
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Khong cé Hong Mai, Luu Mai, cling thay thiéu thiéu,
nhé nhé. Hong Mai ban business nén khéng di choi
cling, thiéu Hong Mai, thiéu nhiing tiéng 1éo nhéo cling
bt vui. Con Luu Mai chua kip héi tai sao. Thudng thi cd
nang thé nao ciing rang di gap ban. Luu Mai rat thdo véi
ban bé. Nha day cay an tréi, ct dén mua 13 lai kéu réo
rdi dem cho tiing bich 16n, bich nhé, Hong gion, Bao
donut, Man ngot, Téo tau...

Filoli tén l4y tir cau chdm ngdn “Fight for a just cause;
LOve your fellow man; Llve a good life” ctia gia dinh
Bourn, chti nhan dau tién cla dinh co db sé nay. Khu
biét thu duoc khai cdng xay ct tir ndm 1915, dén 1917
m&i hoan tat va khu vudn ménh moéng mai dén 1921
mé&i tam hoan thanh. Nam 1936 c& hai vo chdng Bourn
déu qua doi. Toa nha sang tay cht méi 1a gia dinh Roth,
ho sbng & d6, xay dung, tu bd lai cho dén nam 1975
thi tang nguyén ca tai san 125 mau dat bao gdm dinh
thy, vudn tugce, dé dac...cho co quan National Trust for
Historic Preservation, danh cho thé hé mai sau. Phan
con lai dugc tang cho Filoli Center. Ngay nay viing dat
tuyét diéu bao gdm ca 654 mau nay duoc mé cta cho
du khéch va hoc sinh tham viéng, hoc hoi tir thang Hai
dén thang Mudi hang nam.

Budc vao vuon hoa, ching téi nhu quén minh da la
ldo ba ba, than nhién tung tang, rfu rit, ting nhém lam
dang chup hinh, néi cudi thoai mai, goi nhau ci &i. Vudn
rdng bat ngat chia lam may khu vuc ngop nhing ¢o cay,
hoa l4. T6i mé nhitng chim Wisteria tring, tim hdng lot,
tim xanh ngat bao pht nhiing btc tudng, hoa ttr thanh
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tudng rd xubng mém mai, diu dang, mui thom nhé nhe
tda lan. Tulip thi bat ngan, nhiing chau to, nhiing mang
vudn 16n, nhiing canh ddng con, Tulip dt mau, dd loai.
Nhing rang thong xép thanh nhing con dudng tinh
ta di, nhitng rang Tra, Moc lan, Dao, Hong, nhing cay
Phong Nhat dd ruc... Cay cao, thap, nhing chiim va
nhiing dan hoa leo. Bac biét cé nhing dan hoa hong
vang, ting chiim hong nhd li ti ma ti xua dén nay toi
cr ngd 1a Tudng Vi. Quanh Gazebo nha téi cling trong
mot day hong leo, hoa ra ting chiim, ldc con 13 nu chi
bang cai dau dia, khi nd chi bang dong nam xu, to toi
da cling chi bang cai nGt phéng. Ca nha yéu cay hoa dé
goi la hoa Michelle, tén ctia con chdu noi.

Chay choi quén c& nang, nang ding ngo chiéu gitta dinh
dau. Moi ngudi dudng nhu thAm mét, ddo dac tim chd
ngdi nghi va kiém céch... an. Ngoc Hoa thinh thoang bd
tét vao miéng mot miéng y nhu ngdy xua an vung trong
16p. Nhu Tam cén than khuyén céo:

— Nay nay ngudi ta cAm, khong thé ngdi an trong nay dau!
— Ra parking, an xong rdi vao chai tiép.

Lé Hai dé nghi, miy ngudi déi bung dat nhau di, Hong
Tudc, Nhu Tam, Luu My va hai vo chdng toi khdng thay
d6i, Ngoc Hoa da thanh toén xong phan an cia minh
nén cting nhau ngdi lai dudi mot tan cay to chuyén giu.
Ba dta, HT, LM, PD da c6 lan suyt bat tay véi tir than.
Tuy nhién trong cai rai cing c6 nhiing céi may, ching toi
da xem nhe chuyén ti sinh, biét tran qdy nhitng ngay
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con lai, biét yéu thién nhién, vui véi nang, dua véi gid,
chang mang danh vong, dua chen, bd qua nhing luy
phién dé gitt cho t&m long thanh than.

Nhém di an da tré vé. Ky nay ¢6 anh Hién, chdng cta
Kim Phugng di cting, c6 hai 6ng di ma cha néi chuyén
duoc véi nhau vi mbi éng phai lo bén phan clia minh.
Chiing t6i kéo vao khu trién 1am va béan cay canh, nhitng
chau hoa xuong robng mau dac biét, Hong Tudc, Nhu
Tam rG nhau mua dd mau vé trdng rdi sé trao ddi. Tach
va Bang c( so tdi mét, an can hdi han. Bang chan yéu,
khong khde ma ¢t lo sg cho stic khoé cta téi lam Ngoc
Hoa phi cudi néi: “"Coi chiing con Dung lai phai dé con
Bang 1én xe lan ma day bay gid”.

Phai doan c6 may nhiép anh gia ctr khoi, Duong Mai,
Héng Tuéc, Bich Ha, khong ké chi cht web Lé Hai, ¢o
nang nay chi thich chup ngudi ta ma khong mudn ai
chup minh, hém nay trong c6 nang xinh va tuoi réi, toi
chup 1én, post 1én khéng thdy cin nhan 14 biét... an
tién! Duong Mai com nhom nhung khoe ra phét, vac
céi may véi tdi dung cu nhiép anh nang chinh chich ma
van nhanh thoan tho3t san hinh, hé thi gid nao lai chi
dan cac ban thém vé vai cach tap dé gitr gin stc khde.
Phuong Cham va Van ludn diém dam, it néi, tréng c
nhu nhing cd gido Trung Vuong.

Pem wheelchair theo ma thuc su khong phai dung vi
chi di nhiing quang ngan, Ngoc Hoa néi nhd: * May day
xe cho tao gli céi vi, vi xdch clia tao nang qua!” Néi
xong cd nang cudi hinh hich, thé 13 xe 1an thanh xe chd
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dd, cling d&. NH va toi c¢6 mdt thdi than nhau, ciing
nhu véi Hong Tude nén dit ¢é 1au khéng gap nhung mbi
lan ¢6 dip gap lai thi néi chuyén dé dang, xa gi nhing
ngan cach thoi gian véi khéng gian. Hoi di hoc NH xinh
nhu con bip bé Nhat, mat ngo ngéc, ngay tho. Khi sang
Nhat gip chang, cd dén tay nang phai phat, dam dang
ra phét. Bay gid san séc chdng ting ly, ting ti, nhac
chdng ting vién thubce, kiém soét tiing miéng an. Ngay
nay nang mang nét dep thiéu phu, miéng cudi dén hau,
tuoi nhu hoa.

Chup hinh xong, van canh gan hét, mot sb vao xem trong
nha, ngdm céch trang trf va nhiing do dac trung bay. NH
c6 v dua ban bé di bién. Trdi ndng gat, téi mudn di chung
v6i cac ban cho vui nhung dng xa tdi ngai lai xe dudng la,
lai thém chiéu phai vé an gid bén ba ngoai cac chéu nén
danh kiéu tur.

Thoi... chia ly tir day! Canh biét ly sao ma budn vay! Om
nhau bin rin chia tay, lam nhu con 1au 1dm méi gap lai.

Tién céc ban lén dudng hai vo chdng tdi quay lai vuon
hoa. Chi con dbi ta, toi nhay tét 1én xe ngdi, thé 3 chang
lam béc phu xe, ¢t viéc ddy. Qua khu hd boi, vao nha
kinh ngdi nghi mat, ngdm nhiing cay chanh triu qua,
hoa day canh thoang thoang huong thom. Nhitng than
cay c& thu san sli, nhing cay Myrtle than nhu vé qué.
Biét bao nhiéu ky hoa, di thdo ma khéng nhé néi tén. ..
Thoi dé danh ky sau cé ban & xa dua di choi xem tiép.
Sau d6 chiing téi ta ta sang mé cay cao béong ca. bi theo
nhiing con dudng mon nhu di trong ring. Gid ma doi ta
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cling séng budc thi tinh biét bao.

Trén troi xanh thdm, xung quanh rop béng mét cla
nhing cay séi ¢ thu, mot chiée xe 1an loc coc quay
bénh. Hai vo chdng cling hit vao that siu, thd ra that

nhe va cling nhau cam ta dat troi.

4/2009
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Huong Kiéu Loan, ndi dam mé

bém that khuya, tinh mich, t6i ngdi lang yén thudng
thiic PPS "C6 Pon" HKL méi chuyén.

Tiéng dan thanh thét ctia ngudi nghé si tai ba Nguyén
Anh Chin da cham rai, nhe nhang, tirng ndt, tiing nét nhu
x04&y vao hon ngudi. Cé nhing ldc nhimng nt nhac nhu
dudi nhau trén phim, rdi ting ndt lai nhe nhang budng
nhiing thanh 4m 1am ngudi nghe cang thém tham thia.
Cé nhing ldc tiéng dan don dap nhu nhing ndi dau vo
xé, réo rat nhu ndi budn x6t xa... Tiéng doc tau duong
cam diéu luyén dé khéng can 18i ca, khong can tiéng
hat, da hoa quyén véi gan nam muoi bic hinh chon loc
clia HKL dua hdn ta choi voi, 1ong ta ngdy ngat .

Nhiéu ngudi da thuc hién PPS "C6 Bon" nhung PPS
do HKL séng tao ¢6 nhiing nét that doc dédo, nhu mot
truyén ké bang hinh. C4i hdn clia ban nhac duoc thé
hién r6 rang qua nhing tdm anh da duoc HKL thu vao
bng kinh. "Nhu Poéi Uyén Uong”, "Nhu Suong Long
Lanh”, “Hanh Phic Téi"... ndi [én “Hanh phtc nhu déi
chim uyén tung bay ngap trdi ndng &m — Hanh phic nhu
suong ban mai long lanh dau canh 14 tham...” Bén canh
“Hanh Phtc Nhu Suong Long Lanh”, * Nhu May Lang
Thang *, bén nhiing nu cudi rang r&, mat trong mat, tay
trong tay, ddm say, thim thiét ctia cap tinh nhan tré van
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c6 nhing “Giot Budn Giot Vui”, nhiing “Khic Mac” véi
nhiing vét chém han vao than cay va nhimng "Rbi Ren”
nhu nhiing soi to nhén giang giang. Cling giot suong
trén 14 khi hanh phtc thi hat suong no tron, 1éng lanh
nhu vién kim cuong trén phién 14 nguyén ven va khi tan
phai giot suong d6 toé ra, khdng 16ng lanh ma long lanh
nhu nhiing giot nuéc mat trén phién 14 bat dau cé vét
rach. Bdng hong tuci tham, nd tung dudi ning ban mai
nhu mot Hanh Phic tran day va khi tinh yéu da hét chi
con nhiing canh hoa roi rung ta toi... Poan cudi cudc
tinh nhu chiéc 14 c6 badm viu, khdng chiu rdi canh va khi
tinh yéu da hét thi khd queo, can kiét, ra ruoi, ri budn.
Xem ting btc dnh méi thy su trau chubt, can trong
clia tac gid khi sap xép thi tu hinh anh trong tac pham.
Nhing btc chup that gan tiép dén nhing btc thién
nhién ménh méng, cai ménh mong cta trdi, ctia dat. T
nhiing cénh chim dén timg cum hoa, ting giot nudc. ..
T4t ca nhu vuong vuong tam hon ngudi nghé si. Md
dau, hinh &nh ¢6 don ctia mét béng vang trén nhing
canh tro trui, khdng phai 13 béng 14, béng nang hay giot
suong ma 13 mot qua chin khd mét minh sét lai... Rdi
dén hinh anh con hac tring bé nho, don coi trén bién.
Chd chim xo0ai canh bay xa... Va két thic, mét khodng
khong gian tinh lang, ménh mang ctia mét ngay tan,
canh chim ¢6 don bay di, xudi canh, 1am Ii. .. Tiéng dan
dat, ngudi thudng ngoan bui ngli, bang khuang. ..

HKLva t6i quen nhau tir thud ngo ngac budc vao nguéng
clta Trung Vuong. TU ndm hoc dé ngti, HKL da thé hién
tai nghé vé hdi hoa qua céc bic chan dung tai ti, nhing
tAm anh vé bang chi than don gian that linh dong, mat
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ngudi trong anh that cé hdn. Khi céc ban cling 16p con
ham nhay day, chay dudi thi Loan da choi véi nhitng
chi 16p trén nhu Hong Thiy, Bich Huyén va da biét viét
bai dang bao véi Nhém Huyén, Nhém Hoa Tién...Thap
nién séu muoi HKL da gép mat cling nhitng cay viét
hoc sinh, sinh vién thai dé nhu Nguyén Bc Nam, Binh
Lang, Lé Pinh Piéu... trén trang van nghé hoc sinh cta
cac bao Ngon Luan, Chinh Luan, Tu Do...

Con ngudi nghé st ctia HKL chét ngat nhiing ndi dam
mé. Mé mot nganh nghé thuat nao thi dao béi dén tan
cling va khi gdn nhu dén dinh thi lai budng dé chay theo
mot trd choi, mét tha tiéu khién méi.

Cé mét thoi HKL mé nan tuong, nang da khoéng choi
dd gbm “ceramic” ma nghién cGu thang vao nghé thuat
“porcelain”, da cho ra nhiing tuong bang st va nhing
tranh vé trén s dep tuyét voi. Chi nhin nhitng ngdn tay
nho xfu thudn dai, men s min mang, trang mudt, chiéc
40 xinh dep bang st mac trén ngudi tuong cling biét rang
nghé choi cling ldm céng phu. HKL da mua day dt may
méc, vat liéu, ngay ca chiée 10 nung bang dién bac ngan
V... v.... Khi da thuc hién dugc nhiing tac phadm toan bich
khéng thua gi nhiing tuong st bay trong tt kinh ctia cac
hang ndi tiéng nhu Royal Dulton bén Anh hay Hummel
bén Puc thi ¢d nang man nguyén va xép chiée 10 nung
cling nhitng dd nghé vé sit vao moét géc nha dé xe.

Budc vao lanh vuc trinh bay nhiing bia bdo, HKL da
trang trf nhiitng dac san, nhiing bia sdch va cé nhiing

btc tranh minh hoa va phu ban rai rac khap noi. HKL
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da trinh bay nhiing bia CD that dep. Gan day HKL cong
tac véi Huy Ha Media, gitp Gido su Pham Ngoc Phudc
trong viéc suu khao mot sé tai liéu vé qué huong.

HKL c6 nang khiéu vé tat ca cac lanh vuc Thi, Van, Nhac,
Hoa. Tr ngay ban bé yéu mén dat cho my danh Hoang
Dung Bang Cht, c6 nang chéng cay gy tric lang thang
trén “Net”. Van HKL da dang, khi thi viét bang giong van
hdn nhién nhu c6 bé con con tho dai clia tudi hdng (ba
tap truyén, mdi tap khoang 20 bai: Gié, Nu Hong, Gid
May Luu Lac...), khi thi viét vé nhiing ky niém ctia thoi
hoc sinh véi giong van tinh nghich, di dém. Ngoai ra con
c6 nhing bai khdo luan sau sic gié tri, nhing nghién
cu vé phong tuc tap quén, danh lam théng canh, bai
diém sach, bén nhing bai giéi thiéu vé& dong nhac mdi,
giong ca méi hay nhiing bai phéng van nhiing nhan vat
tén tudi nhu gido su Nguyén Xuan Vinh, nha van Nguyén
Ngoc Ngan, nhac si Vii Btac Nghiém.. .Gan day HKL lai
d6i 161 viét, viét vé nhitng chuyén vui khi di san anh:
(Nhiing gia bang, Ngudi tho san...vv...).

Con ngudi da tai ay bay gio lai dang buéc vao tht dam
mé nhiép anh.

Mot ngay dep troi, tiéng HKL trong méy:

— Mi di, thu dep qué, ndng thu dep qué. ..

— Pang lam tho diy ha?

— Pang di bo ven hd, trdi dep chiu khéng néi.
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— Mau troi sao? La sao? Nudc sao?
— Thu Long Ngoc!

Tudng nhu ¢d nang dang ngat ngay véi canh thu, nang
trong veo, nudc trong veo, cd cay ém a trong khéng
gian tinh lang, ém dém.

Thé 13 ngay t&i hom dé HKL da email tang tdi mot “Thu
Léng Ngoc”, mot canh thu that tuyét voi. Bac diém cla
HKL 13 d3t nhitng tiéu dé that dé& thuong cho nhiing buc
anh khién ngudi xem hiéu thém y giii gdm cla téc gia.

Ct thé mdi budi sang, hay chiéu, HKL véi hai chiéc may
tu dong, bd viua tti 4o, thong dong tan bd, bd quén
di nhitng ban ron, rac rbi clia cude ddi, san bat nhing
canh dep thién nhién, cla trdi, cda dat... Chi nhiing
ltc ngao du son thiy nhu thé HKL méi ¢é thi gid néi
chuyén véi ban bé va toi huu trf non ngdi nha nén hay
dugc ¢ nang tam su.

Mot chiéu HKL di san hinh doc theo dong séng, dang
néi chuyén ma ¢t Gi, ct 0éi vi tic qué, lai bAm khong
kip, con chim bay mat rdi, lai cdn than thd hdm qua mat
sdng con nhu tang bang ma nay da tan bét, lai con: Ne,
mi c¢é nghe tiéng chim v& canh khéng...

Bang Chtl Cai Bang nhiéu lGc khién t6i phai bat cudi.
Pang chuyén tro riu rit thi:

— Chét, con Sea gull bay mét roi, may qué con dan ngdng
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va vit... im nghe, dé ta chup ngbng.
May yén mot le ¢ nang lai rén 1én:

— Mi nhé khéng, ddm cd hédm trude chéy khd hét rdi,
nhung mi yén chf ta sé c¢6 may bic that dep vé dam cd
chéay nay.

Va nhu reo vui:

— Nha nguoi oi... ta khdm pha ra mét khém hoa dai. ..
ha ha ha...téi vé ta glii cho xem, dau can phai Lan,
Hoéng, Thiy Tién... rdi mi xem!

Tt béng hoa dai bén dudng, tir cong cd bé xiu xiu, bodng
cd may nhe nhu to, nhiing cong rac, béo trdi, dén nhing
canh hoa tan nhimg chiéc 14 Ga cling duoc HKL thu vao
&ng kinh va tran qdy trinh bay thanh mot tic phdm lam
ngac nhién ban be.

HKL dtng la nghé si, dich thuc la nghé si. Xem nhing
tAm hinh chup & Washington DC, ngudi ta ¢6 cam tudng
nhu dang duoc ding trong khung canh 4y, thé hit khong
khi 4y, nhitng ngudi mau that dep va that tu nhién.

Trong thd dam mé cé nhiing IGc HKL that chiu khé. C6
1& trdi hdm 4y dep 1dm nén nghé st nhu mudn chia sé véi

ban mot chdt nang, mot chit gié, mot chit may:

— Hém nay cho mi di dao véi ta nhé, may tring nén nhu
bong trén trdi that xanh, mau xanh la 1&m, mau nudc
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hém nay cing that la, xanh nhu ngoc... & mi oi, mot
mang nhén mac trén canh cay... mi oi nhitng soi to nhu
anh 1én trong nang. .. doi nhé doi ta "shot” vai tAm nay. ..
udng qué khdng dem may 16n, méy nay lam sao lay duoc
hét céi dep, 14y duoc 6 nhing soi to mong manh.

C( thé ¢6 nang nhu 14m bam mot minh quén 13 dang néi
chuyén véi ban rdi nhu suc nhé ra:

— Ta vé 14y may 16n!

— Bi bao xa rd6i>— Hon mdt mile, nhung khong sao ta vé lay
maéy. Nhét dinh phai chup cai mang nhén nay... Bep qué!

Thé 13 ¢ nang tAt ta tré vé dé rdi budi tbi ham huc qua phone:

— TGc qué mi a, ta di bd vé 1y may, lai xe quay trd lai thi
anh nang khong con dep nita. Mai, nhat dinh ngay mai!

Cudi cling cha biét canh trong bao lau, Loan ciing c6
mot 16 hinh mang nhén that nét, anh sang trong nhu
loc, vang éng, néi bat nhiing soi to mong manh, tudng
nhu dang nhe rung rinh duéi nang.

C( thé, ¢t thé ngudi nghé st mot minh lang thang khoac
méy anh thu vao 6ng kinh nhiing nét dep cla thién
nhién, nhiing géc canh dac tht khéng phai ai cling nhin
ra, ai cling nhin t&i, nhitng 4nh mét sau bi cta chd chéd
nhd hay cai lang 1é ctia than co ¢6 don mot minh bén
dong séng vang, vé don cdi clia chiée dén dudng trong
anh hoang hon, mat trdi dang lim tat.
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bém khuya riéng mot gbc troi, ¢cd6 nang cam cui véi
nhiing t&m hinh méi bat. Béng khung, xép loai cit dé
danh. Ca ngan, ngan bc dnh mudn hinh, mudn vé... ct
thé ma ddm chim, ma boi 16i quén thdi gian.
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Day to hong

Budi chiéu sau con mua, Ha thong tha dap xe trén con
dudng Tran Quy Cap. Hai hang me ¢8 thu vira thay 14,
than cay nau sém, mau la xanh non. Thinh thoang gid¢
lao xao, nhing giot mua con dong trén canh tha xuéng
nhing bui nuéc nhd li ti. ThAm thoét da ba nam Sai
Gon déi chti. Ha nhé ngay xua 4y, nhitng ngudi con géi
thdi con la sinh vién trudng Dugc, riu rit chd nhau trén
nhimg chiéc xe Honda, rt nhau ghé vao nhing xe bd
vién, banh cudn trén con dudng nay, hay phéng thang
ra cong vién truéc HO Con Rua ngdi ubng nudc dira tuoi
sau gio tan hoc. Gio day tan tac, Lién, Bich, Kim, Nga
may man di thoat trudc ngay 30 Thang Tu. Con lai thanh
phd nay, Ngoc, Tram, Minh, Ha.

Ha con nhé hdm lang thang trén phd thi gap Minh. Ca
hai nhin nhau mirng mung, tai tdi.

— Minh o1, mi con ¢ day a? Gia dinh co ai di duoc khong?
— Ket lai hét. Chd ai di dugc. Nha mi sao?

— Ket ¢d nha. Chi cd ba chi dang di du hoc nén & lai bén Uc.
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Ha thuong ban, thuong minh xét xa, nhung lai mung vi
biét 13 con thém mét ngudi than & lai qué huong véi nang.

Sau khi ra trudng, nhitng ngudi con géi dy l1an luct 1én
xe hoa, con minh Ha Ié béng. C6 phai Ha khé tinh nhu
moi ngudi néi khong. Giao, bac si; Huy, kj su du hoc
bén Phép vé, Tuyén, gido su kha ndi tiéng, nhitng ngudi
dy da ting theo dudi Ha, ¢6 1an tudng 1a xong roi lai
khong xong. C6 phai la Ha qué kén chon nhu ba béc Ha
thudng nhac nhé:

— C6 Ha oi, lidu phién phién di. Kén cd chon canh mdi roi dé ba
muoi cting Giao Thita ddy.

Bay gio Ha da trén ba muoi. Nhing ltc ghé tham Ngoc,
Tram va Minh, cd ba éng chdng déu phai di hoc tap.
Nhing c6 nang trung dién mot thai, vang son mot thud,
gid day phai lo lng vi sinh k&, tan tao nudi day con tho
va vat va tham nudi chong. Mac di phai duong dau véi
cudc sbng méi khé khan nhung hai vai Ha nhe ténh,
khong vuéng ban chdng con. Poi khi nang nghi thé ma
lai hay. Nang ch&p nhan, bang ldong cude séng ddc than
hién tai.

Cudi nam 1979 gia dinh Minh vuot bién thanh cong. Bau
nam 1980 chdng Tram duoc tha vé ciing kiém dudng
mang ca nha di. Ngoc thir thdch méy phen, bi bat may
lan nén hoang so khong dédm liéu linh nita, danh & lai
doi ngudi anh béo lanh. Nhin quanh, ban be, ho hang,
ngudi quen 1an luct bd di. Ngay ca & trudng Pai hoc Y
khoa noi Ha lam viéc ngudi ta ciing ra di gan hét. Cé
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1an trudng thiéu gido su Sinh Héa, cr Ha tam thay thé,
nang cb gang soan bai, hoc hdm trudc dé hdm sau ding
I6p. Bung trén buc gidng nhin nhing khudén mat sinh
vién nang thoang ngdm ngli. Dudi chinh thé nay, tuong
lai ho sé ra sao. Pau 6¢ ho dang nght gi. Chic lai ciing
toan tinh tim dudng vuot thoat. Cudc sdng cang ngay
cang khé khan, khong khi cang ngay cang ngdt ngat, triu
nang au lo. Cot dén biét di ciing bd xt ma di!

2.

Ha nam bep, thiém thiép trong khoang tau chat hep, hai
hang ngudi nam dua dau vao véach thuyén, dau chan vao
nhau, xép nhu c& hdp. Cubi cting, nam 1981 hai chi em
Ha va Huong cling c¢6 mat trén chiéc thuyén con vuot
bién. Ban chat yéu dudi, cé bénh tim tir bé, lai thém say
séng nén sau khi nén thde thdo Ha nam lim, thoi thép
tiém sinh. Cling may me Ha d4 stra soan cho hai ¢é con
g4l mot tdi sam cat thanh 4t méng nén méy ngay lénh
dénh Ha chi ngdm sam ma sbng.

Qua ngay thtr ndm may mén tau cta Ha gap tau Cap
Anamur dang di trén bién Pong vét ngudi nguy khon.
Béc si trén tau da chan binh va cu cha tan tinh, san
séc Ha rat chu déo.

Vira budc chan 1én dat lién cta dao Palawan thudc
Philippines, ngudi con lao dao, mat dat nhu bap bénh
trén séng, Ha nghe mdt giong néi ngot ngao cat 1én tir
loa phéng thanh cta trai:
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— Xin moi ba Ha Thi Phuong Ha dén bénh xd gdp!

Cha hiéu viéc gi, hai chi em Ha 14t dat glri tGi hanh Iy cho
ngudi cling tau, hai dudng 1én ngay phong v té.

— Chi Phuong Ha?

— Da ving, t6i mdi nghe loa goi.

— Téi la Du, trudng phong y té & ddy. Téi duoc tau Cap Anamur
bdo cho biét chi la bénh nhan can chita tri gdp va phdi chdm sdc
ddc biét.

Ha cudi:

— Thua bdc si, toi da tdi duoc day. Co chita bénh ciing doi toi thu
Xép xong noi dn, chdn ¢ da chit.

— Chi Ha, chi cdn thdn, néu chi dé chdm tré thi cd chuyén gi xdy
ra chi chiu trdch nhiém ddy!

—Ving, dé chiing t6i an cu xong téi sé [én trinh dién bdc st ngay!
Ha mim cudi tinh nghich, chao Du rbi cing em ra vé.

Sang hdm sau vira thic day sau mot gidc ngl say, tiéng
loa phéng thanh cta trai da vang lén:

— Xin moi ba Phuong Ha lén phong hanh chanh.
Hai chi em hap tip dat nhau di. Bén noi Du niém nd ra dén:
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— Chao chi, dém hdém qua hai chi em ngii ngon? Mdy ngay trén
tau chdc mét ldm, toi xin phép moi hai chi em di dn sdng.

Ha tham nght: "Moi dn thi di dn, ta dang ddi bung ddy!”.
Ca ba vdo mét quan an nhd trong trai. T6 mi néng hdi,
thom phtc lam Ha tinh téo, khde khoan han 1én va ¢6
dip nhin kj ngudi bac si tré.

— Trong bdc st quen quen. G Viét Nam bdc st lam viéc tai dau?

— Téi trong chi ciing quen lam chi Ha a. Cd dém qua tdi thao
thitc mdi khdng biét da gdp chi noi nao?

— Bdc sT tot nghiép trudc hay sau 75?
— T&i ra trudng nam 19%7.

— Hoi dé téi lam viéc trong phong “Pharmacology”. Bdc st ¢ hoc
toi khong vay?

Du vd trén:

— A, diing roi. Téi nhd ra roi. Toi cé hoc chi vai gio. Chi day
Sinh Hoa ma!

— O, Vidy Du L hoc tro téi ddy nhd. NRdt t vi su, bdn tu vi s,
phdi khong?

Ca ba cling cudi xda. Ha tréu thém:
— Tu nay tro khong duoc kéu réo co trén loa phong thanh nita
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dd nha! C6 ¢6 bénh tim. Néu 15 cd bé gi thi lan nay tro phdi chiu
trach nhiém. Nghe chua?

Biét chd & rdi, ngoai nhing lan gap nhau tai bénh x4
dé chira bénh, Du dén tham chi em Ha ludn. Chi em Ha
& chung nha véi may ngudi ban cling tau, sau ho phai
chuyén sang Battaan dé hoc tiéng Buc truéc khi di dinh
cu. Du ngd 16i mai chi em Ha dén & chung. Du tam trd
cung ba chi rudt, chi dau, moét chi ban va da chau gai
hon mét tudi. Hai chi em Ha don vao thi nha toan phai
n{, trir Du. Pa cé sén ba ba chi, Ha nghiém nhién xung
chi v6i Du khi biét chang kém nang hon nam tudi.

Can nha nhd trén dao vui vé, rdn ra tiéng cudi vi nhing
cau chuyén di dém va 16i dua nghich, cach néi chuyén
duyén dang ctia Ha. Buoc vai thang may ba chi di My
dinh cu, con lai chi em Ha chd ngay di Uc va Du tinh
nguyén 4 lai trai thém may théng dé€ gitp d6 ngudi ty
nan. Ngoai viéc lo com nudc va don dep nha ctra, thinh
thodng Ha cling1én nha thuong phu véi Du san séc bénh
nhan. Nhing budi sdng hai ngudi ngdi nham nhi tach
ca phé néng, nhiing lGc ranh rdi thong tha rong chai.
Mot budi chiéu hai ngudi di dao trén bai bién, hang dita
nghiéng trong nang va ngoai khoi mau xanh ngit ngan
clia trdi, clia nude nhu sang ruc 1én ldc chiéu ta va roi
lim tit dan theo anh hoang hén. Gié quan quyt budc
chéan. Téc bay bay theo gi¢. Nhin khudn mat dep trai, vé
diém dam, chiing chac rat dan éng ctia Du, nang tham
nghi khéng biét ai d6 c6 diém phic chia sé cudc ddi véi
chang. O cling nha, di lam viéc chung, Ha cang nhan ra
nhiéu uu diém cia Du va 1dng cang thém ngudng phuc.
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BAng nhién Ha nhu xay xam, choang vang mudn nga.
Du vdi gio tay ra d& Ha, giong hdt hoang:

— Chi Ha, chi ¢d sao khong?
ROi &n can:
— Chi mét réi, d¢ Du dua chi vé.

Du diu dang diu Ha di va nang dua vao ngudi dan éng
4y, nhu di trong mo.

Thoat dau, nhin hd so bénh 1y cdia Ha, Du tu nha phai
cb gang gilip d3, chia tri cho bénh nhan nay. Ngudi
thiéu nir 4y khong té 16 chit gl so hai vé can bénh khé
hiém nghéo, nang rat hon nhién, van cudi dua vui vé.
Nang bi hd van tim nén dé& mét va nhip tim dap hén
loan khong déu. Du nhu bi cubn hit bdi su lac quan va
6¢ cham biém, khéi hai dic biét clia Ha. Cé nhing ltc
chinh Du lo lang thi Ha con tim céch trdn an hoac kiém
nhing cau chuyén tiéu 1am dé khda l4p khong khi nang
né va lam chang vui 1én. Cang & gan chang cang quy
mén Ha.

Ké tir hém &y ho gan giii nhau hon. Ha cham séc bia
an chu ddo va Du san séc bénh tinh cho nang that can
than. Con bé Huong tham gia vao nhiing sinh hoat trén
trung tadm van hda nén clng ban ron va vui véi ban be.
Cho dén ngay Du lén dudng di Bac dinh cu. Buéi chia
tay bin rin, Du da siét chat tay Ha va nhin sau trong méat
nang, ca hai déu rung rung:
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— Chi Ha, Du sé nhd chi ldm, mong rang chi khong quén Du va
nhitng ngay thdang ém dém 6 trai. C6 dia chi cia chi bén Uc, Du
sé lien lac. Chiic hai chi em vui vé, mau chong di dinh cu.

Budi t&i, ndm trén chiéc giudng gb, nhin 1én cai dinh
man. Bang khuéang, bang khuang... Nhing tinh cadm
Du danh cho Ha phéi chang chi la nhiing tinh cam don
thudn ctia bac s véi bénh nhan. Cé phai 14 tinh yéu
khéng, khi Ha van coi Du nhu em vi Ha ludn dat ning
van dé tudi téc, cac ban nang lap gia dinh véi nhing
ngudi hon sau, tdm hodc mudi tudi; khi di hoc, nhing
nam sinh vién ddng khda, ngang tudi, nang luén coi nhu
dan em. C nhu thé hon nang 1énh dénh... Ngay xua,
ngay ma nang tudng nhu da chon Giao, tudng nhu ra
trudng sé lam dam cudi, thé ma chi vi mot hém, qua
cau chuyén vo tinh Giao ké vé mot ngudi ban sap ngd
161 cAu hon véi ngudi yéu thi khdm phé ra co nang bi
suyén nang, anh chang da kiém céch rat lui trude su
ngd ngang clia gia dinh cé gai. Ha nghi dén minh, ciing
bi binh tim, thé 13 1dng tu ai néi [én, nang tu ¥ tranh xa
va ¢b tinh khong gap Giao nita.

Pén ngay hai chi em Ha duoc chuyén qua Manilla chd
méy bay di Uc, Ha nhan duoc thu ctia Du kém mot tAm
ngan phiéu hai tram dollars: “...... Chi Ha... day la so
tien tro cdp ddu tién Du lanh. Giti chi ngay vi Du nght la chi
can hon...".

That cam dong vé su qué chu déo clia Du. Ha rét vui
nhung v&n mdt thodng ngai ngling.
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3.

Chi em Ha sang Uc vao Thang Sau. O Sai Gon Thang
Sau troi mua, Thang Sdu mua ha ¢6 nhing con dudng
phuong dé ngap trdi. & day may xdm &, trdi mia dong
lanh bubt... Ha co ro trong chiéc 40 4m, nhé nha, nhé
cha me, nhé cadc em con ket lai, nhé con nhd Ngoc con
& Viet Nam va khong biét may dia ban di duoc dang &
nhiing noi nao. Khuén mat Du hién 1én r6 nét, Ha cling
thdy nhé Du that nhiéu, Ha nght phai chang dé chi 1a
tinh cadm tu nhién clia mot ngudi dbi véi mot ngudi da
qué tbt véi minh. Ha nhé dén chuyén “Vong Tay Hoc
Trd” clia Nguyén Thi Hoang va bat cudi, khong 16 lai la
"Vong Tay Hoc Trd 27,

Ha di hoc lai d€ lo hdi nhap vao cudc sbng méi. Péu
dan hang tudn Ha nhan duoc thu ctia Du. Thu cang ngay
cang tha thiét hon. Nhing 14 thu Du néi gan, néi xa
nang déu trd 15i tranh né hodc dua gién dé khoa lap.
Ha nghi dén Du, chang trai ba muoai tudi, tuong lai phoi
phdi. Con Ha, dm dau, yéu dudi, Ha cé g dé dap lai
tinh Du. Liéu Ha cé dem duoc Hanh Phic dén cho Du
khéng. Liéu tinh yéu ctia Du c6 that su 13 tinh yéu bén
chéc khong hay chi 13 Ira rom bling chéy nhat thoi.

Du ctt dudi thi Ha c chay. Hoi con hoc Trung Vuong,
mot ba gido da khuyén hoc trd rang “Tinh Yéu 13 mot
cudc chay dudi trén mdt cai vong tron. Ngudi con géi
khon ngoan phai biét ding lai dé 1am dich ch khong
phai la ké dudi theo”. Bay gids nang dang bi dudi va nang
chéng chiu dimg. Méi tinh dep qué, nang tudng nhu
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trong mo, Du toan hdo, Du tuyét voi, Du yéu nang tha
thiét. Du yéu nang dam say. Tai sao Ha khong ndm bat
céi Hanh Phc trong tam tay d6. Ha yéu Du. Ha biét rd
14 nang ciing yéu Du. Khoang cach tudi tac khong con
13 v&n dé nita. Du d truéng thanh, 15 chd dua bao dam,
ving chéc cho cudc doi nang. Cudc tinh dep qué, dep
nhu giot suong long lanh trén canh hoa budi nang sém,
dudi ndng ban mai giot suong 16ng lanh nhu vién kim
cuong. Ha muén giot suong &y mai dep. Nang so, so
vién kim cuong d6 chi 13 mot chdt phtt du, sé tan bién,
sé méat di nhu mot do anh... “Du oi, Du ¢é hiéu cho Ha
khong?” Tinh chi dep khi con dang dd, néu Ha nhan 16i
14y Du, thuc té cé con dep nhu mo khong. Giot suong
long lanh 4y con tuyét voi khong. Hay lai bién thanh
giot nuéc mat clia dau khé, cta tai hon.

M4y nam trdi rong ra thu tir qua lai, Ha da hoc xong va
c6 viéc lam, nang da cting may chi em lo thi tuc bao
lanh cho cha me va may ngudi em. Cudc séng doc than
clia Ha da 8n dinh. Ha vui véi gia dinh, vui véi cong viée.
Nudc Uc hién hoa, ém &. Con ngudi lich su, nhe nhang,
khéng cé nhiing tranh dua, nhiing bon chen, gianh dut.
Néu nhan 16 14y Du, Ha phai sang Btc, xa chi em, xa
nhitng gl da quen biét & day dé lam lai tat ca tir dau.
Cudc sbng lta doéi vao thuc té sé ra sao & tudi nay. Hai
ngudi ¢6 hoda hop duoc khoéng hay cing cdi ca rdi. Ca
tinh ai cling manh mé, néu cé dung cham ai sé nhudng
ai. Tinh yéu cua tudi tré that thanh thién, trong sang,
ding nghia cla tinh yéu. C6 thé chi vi mot mai téc, ban
tay, giong ndi, tiéng cudi hodc chi vi mot &nh mat ma
yéu nhau chét bd, ¢b 14y nhau cho bang duoc dé rdi téi

164 Db Dung



dau thi t&i. Con nang, suy nghi, phéan van, so do, can
nhac... C6 con 1a tinh yéu khong.

M®&i budi sang Ha day sém di bd khodng nira tiéng trude
khi stra soan dén s& lam. Con dudng vang vé, thinh
thodng méi cé mot chiée xe qua. Hai bén dudng, nhing
can nha xinh xan ndp sau vudn hoa nho nhé hién hoa.
Ha vuon vai thé hit khi trdi trong sach. Khong gian 1a
clia nang, thdi gian 13 clia nang. Cudc sbng nang that
su thanh thoi, tu do nhu nhitng cum may trang lang
thang trén bau trdi bat ngéat, bao la. Phong ngti ctia Ha
xinh x4n, lic ndo cling gon ghé, ngan nap. Chiéc giudng
chan 4m, ném ém, Ha c6 thé vii minh trong dé hay
thoai méai dudi thang chan tay. Qua khung ctra s6, mot
vOm trdi xanh, Ha ¢6 thé tha hon theo nhitng cum may
bénh bdng hay giii tAm su clia nang vao gié, vao mua.

Cho dén mét ngay Ha nhan duoc thu clia Du, chi vén
ven may cau:

Ha oi! Du yéu Ha.
Du yéu Ha thdt roi, yéu Ha that nhiéu. ..
Mong Ha nhdn [0i cau hon cia Du. Trd i “Yes” Ha nhé!

Ha choang véng! Bing vao ldc dé Ha nghe mét ngudi
ban quen bén trai ti nan cho biét gia dinh Du dang di
hdéi vg cho chang, mdt ¢ nang bac si xinh dep, con
nha gidu, kém Du vai tudi. Tim Ha bubt nhu dao cat.
Tai sao Du di hdi vo con viét 15i té tinh véi Ha, ngd 16i
cau hon. Tai sao. Ha hdi gié, hoi may, hoi Trai, hdi dat
ri lai héi chinh 1dng minh. Du cé yéu Ha that tinh nhu
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chang van viét khéng. Du cé coi minh nhu mét trd dia
khéng. Ha cé so mat Du khéng. Ha that mau thuln,
mau thuan véi chinh minh. Trong con ngudi tudng nhu
kién cudng, ving vang ay, nghi luc phi thudng 4y cling
6 liic mém nhu cong bdn thiu. Ha van di 1am, van tuoi
cudi véi nhing ngudi xung quanh nhung ldc mot minh
trong phong vang nang lang 1&, tai té.

Du,

Du hdy nght dén tuong lai ruc rd cia Du. Chiing minh la ban
tot, ban quy mén cia nhau la qud di. Du hay lo vun xdi, xdy
ddp Hanh Phiic ciia chinh minh.

Than,

Ha

GUi thu di rdi [ong Ha van ray rit, ban khoan. Ha chiu dé
méat Du hay Ha tir chdi Du vi long tu &i. Ha da dé 16 bao
co héi trong ddi chi vi qua tu ai. Nhat 1 trong tinh yéu,
doi khi su tu &i di dén chd cao ngao. Bbi véi Ha, tinh yéu
khong van xin, khong tranh gianh, khong cudp doat.

Théi danh “Tra hét cho ngudi, cho ngudi di...” va
“Budng dai hanh phic, cau chic cho ngudi...” tit nay
xin... “Nghin triing xa cach”...(muon 16i trong bai NTXC
clia Pham Duy).

4.

Md&i nam gio chiéu mua ddéng, bau troi xam, thap, buon
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0 é. Hai hang cay bén duong trui 14, vudng lai nhing
bong tuyét trang. Nhiing cay thong va tiing van xanh
tuoi khoac thém chiéc 4o bédng. Mat dat nhu mot tham
tuyét day trang xda, trir long dudng con 16 chit nén
nhua den vi duoc xe cao tuyét qua lai ludn. Du lai xe vé,
sau mot ngay lam viéc mét nhoc tai nha thuong. HoOm
nay Th Sau ctia chang, mai duoc nghi hai ngay cubi
tuan.

M3 clra budc vao can phong doc than, bép nic ngudi
ngat, 1dng chdng may cai bat dia do trong bon rira chén,
Du van tang do 10 sudi dé xua di su lanh léo va cho voi
b6t ndi co don. Sau bira an tbi qua quyt cho xong, Du
tha ngudi trén chiéc ghé sé pha. Khong gian tinh lang,
trbng trai. Nghi dén Ha, bén Uc bay gid dang mla he,
ngap nang. Ha c6 nghi dén Du khong.

La con ap at trong mot gia dinh sdu anh em trai, mot
géi, tht ca déu da lap gia dinh, mdt minh Du con déc
than. Cha me chang & Viét Nam ludn nhic nhom, hbi
thiic chang 14y vo. May ba chi em dau gi6i thiéu hét
ngudi no dén ngudi kia. Tai sao l1dong chang that ding
dung. C6 nhiing co tré, dep, quyén rd, day da nhing
diéu kién cho bao chang trai ao uéc nhung qua cach
an mac, 1oi ndi, cr chi ctia cédc nang, Du khong nghi
13 minh ¢6 thé x4y dung mot gia dinh hanh phic véi
nhitng ngudi d6. Gan day me chang nhac dén Yén, mot
6 gai con clia mdt ba ban ctia cu, cting nghé véi chang,
di du hoc, sau bién cb 1975 da & lai bén Phap. Dudi mat
cu hai ngudi that xtng doéi va hai quéc gia gan nhau nén
cé co hdi dé dang qua lai d€ gap g6, tim hiéu. Du chi am

Day to hdng 167



tt, khéng mudn dé me lo budn.

That su Du cling thém mét gia dinh hanh phidc, mo mot
cudc sbng lta do6i. Bbi véi Ha, Du thay nhu tim duoc
mot su huyén nhiém. Ha khong dep 16 16 nhung ¢é stic
quyén ri la ling. Du nhé giong néi riu rit, tiéng cudi
khanh khach gion tan khi vui vé ctia Ha va nhing lGc
budn ba d6i mat nhu sau vai voi va khi cé van dé g
phai suy nght thi d6i mat tram tu Ay lai cé déng vé dam
chiéu, diu dang... Trong Du day ap hinh anh, ky niém véi
Ha. Du tu hoi tai sao Ha lai vuot bién & thai diém d6, lai
dugc tau vét dua vao ding noi chang lam viéc. Tai sao
khi g3p mat nang 1an dau tién, dém vé chang da thao
thdc, nhé nhung. Phai chang chang da gap ding con
ngudi ctia dinh ménh.

Anh Du,

con trai yéu quy cua me,

Me da gia yéu ldm réi, con minh anh chua yén bé gia thdt, me
budn ldm. Me mong duoc di du ddm cudi ciia anh trudc ngay me
nhdam mdt vé véi ong ba. Me cia Yén ciing sang choi luén ma
me chua ddm trd 10i dit khodt vi bdc. Anh da gdp c6 Yén chua?
Hom ¢6 ta vé tham nha, me thdy con bé xinh dep, ngoan ngoan,
dé thuong. Sao anh limg khitng thé? Néu anh da cé ddm nao roi
thi cho me biét dé me yén tam.

Me

Nhan duoc thu ctia me, Du khéng biét tra 18i sao day!
Ha dau biét ndi khé ctia Du. Ap luc bdn phia dé ap 1én

168 Db Dung



dau chang. Mac dit Du biét rang cling chi vi thuong yéu
chang ma moi ngudi lo lang.

Khi gtri 14 thu cau hon di, Du hdi hop mong chg, long
néng nhu Ita dét, dém tling pht, ting gidy. Ngay nhan
duoc 14 thu tir chdi ctia Ha, Du that bé bang. Chang da
nam thuot trén giudng, dau dén!

Budi sang, ning ban mai ltia vao phong Du qua khung
clra s&. Bau troi xanh tham thdm, mau nang vang hanh,
tuyét trang xda, canh vat that trong tréo tinh khiét,
nhitng bdng tuyét nhe nhang bay. Udc gi ¢6 Ha. . lai Ha!
Du biét Ha sé yéu canh nay ldm, nhiing ngay séng & ddo
Du biét Ha yéu thién nhién, yéu tir ngon cay, cong co.
Con ngudi rung dong khi mat troi moc, lang ngudi khi
mat trai 1an xudng dan va budn ba khi man dém tir ti
budng. Ha sbng rat gian di, ngan nap, thién nhiéu vé noi
tam. O bén Ha, Du cam thay an binh, ém &i. Du tham
hoi long minh, chang yéu Ha, chang khong doi héi moét
diéu gl & nang. Chang tuong déi thanh cong va dua diéu
kién 13 mot ngudi chdng tbt. Tai sao Ha cuong quyét
chéi tir cai hanh phic chang ao uéc dem dén cho nang.
Tai sao. Du thu xép cong viéc, xin phép nghi han mot
thang, nhat dinh sang Uc mét chuyén dé héi cho ra 1&,
dé quyét tam chinh phuc qua tim ma chang biét da ting
16i nhip khi khdm binh cho Ha.

5.

Trong 1dng chiéc phi co phan luc 747 bay dém xuyén
luc dia, tiéng dong co ém nhe nhu tiéng rit 1. Ngoai
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khung ctra 8, trdi dém trong tréo, vang trang mudi séu
tron xoe tda lan sang bac lang Ié theo chang. Du nga
lung vao thanh ghé, tha hon vé di vang, nhé nhitng dém
tring trén dao Palawan, Du va Ha di bd, tdm minh trong
anh trang lung linh huyén &o. C4 hai cling im lang ma
sao ldong Du ngét ngay, nhu chdp choéng men say. Nhé
hinh &nh Ha ngdi bén chiéc bép than, mat rin md hoi,
nudng tiing chiéc banh, dé sau khi di dao vé ba ngudi sé
ngdi nham nhi véi tach tra néng. Nhé hinh anh Ha loay
hoay trong bép, cham chd vao nhing viéc tam thudng
nhu nhat rau, thai thit. Ha yéu céng viéc ndi trg, nang
nhu dé vao nhiing mén an tat cd su yéu thuong nén
nhiing mam com gidn di, trinh bay dep mat, méi ngon
lanh 1am sao. Hinh anh ngudi thiéu n khong roi tam
trf Du. Cai khong khi an binh, 4&m ctng &y da quyén ra
chang va chang da khat khao c6 mét gia dinh véi bong
dang Ha quanh quén gan bén.

Tai phong khach san, Du tinh day sau mét gide ngli vili.
Lat cudn sb dién thoai Du chot thay sb dién thoai ctia
Huong, em Ha.

— Hello! Cho toi néi chuyén vdi ¢c6 Huong.

— Huong déy a! Xin 16i ai ¢ dau ddy?

— Anh Du day!

— Troi! Anh Du, anh dang ¢ dau?

— Anh dang ¢ Uc ddy nay. Chi Ha khée khong em?
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— Anh chua gdp chi Ha a?

Gan mot tiéng qua dién thoai, Du dugc Huong cho biét
la cha me ctia Ha da duoc sang doan tu véi cac con
hon mét thang nay. Huong con cho chang biét thai gian
dau Ha 1&4n cin khong ddm nhan 16i Du vi ¢on doi bao
lanh cha me. Nay hai cu sang rdi thi Ha lai nhan duoc
tin Du sap lay vo nén Ha tu déng rat lui cho chang dé
dang quyét dinh cudc doi minh. Du bang hoang khi biét
nhiing chuyén nay. T6i nghiép Ha qua. Ha da khong hoi
thing chang dé€ biét su that ma ngdm ngam budn tdi
mot minh. Con ngudi 4y ludn nghi dén tha nhan, lo cho
hanh phtc ctia ngudi khéc truéc minh.

Nhin chiéc dong hd tay, bay gid dang giy nghi di an trua
clia Ha day. Du thay quan 4o dén s ctia Ha.

Du xoay xoay tach ca phé. Truéc mat Du, Ha tré trung
trong chiéc 40 ddm mua hé vai trang vién nhitng chiim
hoa nhd xinh xinh mau tim. Khuén mat trang xanh, diu
dang. Du da giai thich hét nhiing hiéu 1am ctia Ha, giai téa
nhing tin don tai hai khong biét ai da &c ¥ dua dén tai
nang, Du khan khoadn ngd 15i cau hon 1an nia, truc tiép:

—Ha nhan loi Du, Ha nhé. Tam nam qua khong du chitng minh
cho Ha tam long thanh that, tam long yéu thuong cia Du doi
vdi Ha sao? Ha con dinh hanh ha Du dén bao gio?

— Ha khong thé chdi b6 la Ha ciing yéu Du nhung Ha van cd
nhitng e ngai. Ha mudn Du hanh phic. Ha ¢é thé sng mot

minh nhu Ha dang song. Du cd thé 1y ngudi ¢6 nhing diéu
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kién hon Ha nhiéu. Ha khéng mudn Du sé cd nhing dau kAo,
dan vdt sau nay.

— Ha, thé nao la Hanh Phic? Tién bac, dia vi...cd dem duoc
hanh phtic cho minh khong? Ly nguoi minh khéng yéu cé hanh
phiic khéng? Néu Ha cit khing khing khdng nhdn 1oi lam vo
Du thi Du ciing sé & vay nhu Ha. Du ciing sé khong 4y ai hét!

— Du ¢d nhd la Ha khong duoc khde khong? Piéu dé dan vat Ha,
khién Ha tran trd nhieu dém. O tudi cia Ha, Ha con 6 thé cho
Du nhitng dita con khdng? Du oi...Hay nhin vao thuc té. Vi yéu
Du nén Ha nghi nhitng chuyén vé xa. Nhiéu lan Ha da ndi vdi
Du, Ha mudn Du hanh phiic. .. vi Ha yéu Du. Du biét khong!

— Ha mudn déc quyén va doc tai trong tinh yéu a? Du la bdc
ST sdn sdc siic khde cho Ha ma Du khong biét binh tinh cia Ha
sao? Du sé dem lai cho Ha mdt doi hanh phiic. Chiing minh sé
hanh phiic. Ha tin Du, hay tin ¢ Du di!

Nudc mat trao ra nhu mot dong sudi. Boi vai Ha rung
lén. Thén thic. Du véi sang, ndm hai ban tay Ha, siét
chat. Hét gid nghi trua Du dua Ha lai s& 1am, hen tbi sé

dén nha tham Ha va cha me clia nang.

Om mdt bé hoa hdng, mot tii tréi cay va may hdp thude
bo dé lam qua cho cac cy, Du nhan chubdng ca.

Ha gon gang trong bd quan 4o trang, mé ctra mdi Du.
B{ra an t6i da don san trén ban.

Ha nhd nhe:
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— Hém nay Du 6 lai dn toi véi Ha, ba sang chi Van choi vdi
chau, me mét nghi trong nha.

Anh dén vang &m &p hét ra tir chiéc dén ding & gbc
phong. Tiéng nhac diu ém. Can phong nhé ngan nip
qué. Hai ngudi ngdi thi thi tam tinh, khudén mat Ha nhu
tuai tré, rang ngoi.

— D& Du vao xin phép me nhé! — Du khdn khodn.

Ha lai trd lai hinh anh con ngudi nghich ngom hay tréu
choc Du trén dao:

— Ddm khong?

— Ha cho phép?

Du lung ling dung 1én gd cta phong me Ha.

Kéo chiéc ghé nhd ngdi bén giudng cu, Du an can hoi
han vé binh tinh cu va néi nhing 18i trdn an, vb vé. Sau
cuing chang ngdp ngung:

— Thua bdc, chdu xin phép bdc cho chau duoc cudi Ha.

— T6i ¢6 nghe em Huong, em Ha ndi chuyén vé cdu. Cdm on cdu
da san soc trong nom cdc em thoi gian trén ddo. Cam on cdu da
thuong va mudn cudi em Ha. Chuyén vo chong la duyén so troi
dinh. Ong To Ba Nguyét cd xe soi chi hong thi méi duoc. Hai
nguoi phdi bang long mdi dugc. Cdu dé toi héi i kibn em. Néu

em bang long thi chiing toi ciing bang long.
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Tra 16i nhiing cau héi clia cu vé nha cla, gia canh, cong
an viéc lam mot lde, Du xin céo tu di ra dé cu nghi.

Budc ra phong khach, Ha hdi hdp doi cho.
Du trinh trong thi thao:

— Me bdo dé hdi em, néu em bang long thi me bang long. Vay
“em” ¢6 bang long khong?

Ha nguyt yéu:

—Neéné... chua gi da loi dung thoi co, ai la “em” d ddy vay?
—Anh, anh... “anh” la “em”. Vdy... em bang long nhé!

Du 6m gon Ha trong vong tay. Bat nhe mdt nu hon vao
méi téc dang 1da xda trén tran. Bing ldc tiéng hat Tl

Céng Phung tir chiée cassette vang 1én nhe nhang:

“Néu ¢ dieu gi vinh citu duoc... thi em oi... do la tinh yéu
ching ta...".

Bla an téi ém &, hai ngudi ddm dudi nhin nhau, Du nhu
dang say say, Ha nhu dang bay bay. Hanh phtc qua ngot
ngao dé hai ngudi phai héi lai nhau tai sao da dé vuot di
mot thaoi gian qua dai.

Ban dém, vii minh trong gbi chin quen thudc, Ha 6n
lai su viéc dién tién trong ngay. Moi viéc dén nhu mot

con léc, Ha khong kip chéng d6. Du xuat hién that bat
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ngd, nhitng khan khoan giai by, nhitng 4m e duoc gidi
tda, anh mat triu mén, khudn mat that déng yéu... Du
da dem dén cho nang mét con 16¢, con 16¢c cda yéu
thuong. Khi thiy Du tir phong me ra Ha cang cam phuc
su thanh that va quyét tam cla chang. Du da ndi, tdm
nam 13 mot thoi gian qua dai d€ thi thach, Ha mudn
hanh ha Du dén bao gid... Du oi, Ha khéng mubn hanh
ha Du, Ha that su mubén Du hanh phtc. Ching ta da
néi ra hét ngay hdm nay, Du hiéu duoc Ha va nay Ha da
that su hiéu ldbng Du va tinh yéu clia Du danh cho Ha.
Ha htia véi Du, hra véi long minh, ching ta phéai hanh
phtc, phai hanh phdc... Ct nhu thé Ha thiép di trong
gidc ngdl binh yén, ngap tran mong dep.

Du tré vé khéch san, 1ong lang lang sung suéng, chang
mim cudi véi tt ca nhitng ngudi chang gap trén dudng
di. Chang mudén hét to 1én cho moi ngudi biét niém vui
clia minh. Chi méi c6 mét ngay ma. .. Oi, Hanh Phic!

Quang minh trén giudng, xoadi dai chan tay, con mot
thang & day, chang lam gi?

Tuan 1& sau dé Ha con di lam nén mbi budi chiéu Du
dén nha Ha ngdi choi cho dén khuya, nhu nhiing cap
tinh nhan tré dai thdi xua, chi dén ngdi chau dé duoc &
bén nhau, nhin thdy mat nhau cho d& nhé. Cudi tuan
hai ngudi méi di tham nhing thang canh quanh viing.
Ha thich phong cdnh thién nhién, nhiing noi song nui
hitu tinh hay ra viing bién véi dat troi bao la.

Du suy nghi, chang con ba tuan nia 13 phai tré vé buc,
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khéng biét dén ngay nao lai cé dip sang day. Khong 1&

hai ngudi ctt mai 1a Nguu Lang Chtc Nt khong bac ndi
nhip cau O Thuéc.

— Ha!
— Du noi gi?

—Hay. .. chiing minh lam ddam cudi, Ha sang Diic ciing vdi Du
lan nay. .. duoc khéng?

— Lam gi gép thé? Du da xin phép hai cu bén nha chua?

— B6 Me Du mong ldm, biét tin Du ldy vo thi cdc cu rdt mimg.
Ha khong biét chit, cdc cu nhdc nhdm ludn déy.

— D& Ha héi ba me Ha xem sao.
Ha nhi nhanh tiép theo:

— Mudn dem tui di, c6 minh tui tit c6 vé than dé dé bé bit nat
tui hd?

Du long trong dua tay lén:

— Xin thé, khong bao gio lam Ha buon. Xin sudt doi bdo vé “em”,
khong bao gio ddm uynh em bang mot canh hoa.

— Khong uginh bang canh hoa, ugnh bang cii ta phdi khong?
Ca hai cling phé 1én cudi. Biét 13 diia gién nhung long Ha
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nhu &m lai, tu & dan ba duoc vudt ve. Khong hiéu sao
mdi 1an Du goi Ha bang em, Ha thiy nhu minh bé nho
han bén chang.

Mot tuan sau, dam cudi Ha Du dién ra trong vong than
mat, gia dinh Ha c¢é mat day da. Bén phia Du, vi thdi
gian gap rat va dudng x4 xa xoi nén cha me Du chi viét
thu, dién thoai sang xin phép va nhd bén thoéng gia lo
liéu gitm moi chuyén. Cling may c6 gia dinh 6ng anh
con béc trudng toc & day nén hai cu da nhd vo chdng
anh ding ra dai dién ho nha trai.

Du sang Uc tim Ha vao mot dém trang, chuyén vé clia
Du, dem theo con ngudi ctia dinh ménh cing bay vao
dém trang vi thoi gian cach nhau ding mét thang. Qua
khung ctra s8, vang trang tron, sang lung linh di theo
subt cudc hanh trinh, nhu chiing kién hanh phic cta
hai ngudi da that su tim ra nhau. Ha nga dau vao vai Du,
gidc ngtl binh yén, ém a.

clia Du khéng con la can phong
am cta hai cht vanh khuyén.

Can phong dbc than
blta bai ntta ma 1a t&

6.

Ha liing thiing di bd trong canh tinh lang ctia mot budi sang
mita thu. Thoi gian thdm thoét thoi dua, Ha da sbng véi Du
gan hai chuc nam. Ba qua lai con dudng nay tit ngay cé con
bé Bao Chau, Ha gan nhu quen ting gbc cay, bé da, ting
hang rao, tiing can nha xinh xan doc hai bén dudng.
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Nh6 lai nam méi sang, Ha lo hoc tiéng Bdc va tim hiéu
nhiing phong tuc tdp quan noi & méi dé héi nhap; sta
soan 6n lai bai v dé lo kiém viéc lam. Budi séng nao
Ha ciing di b6 hon ntta tiéng nhu thudng 18, thi gid rAnh
nang vao phong tap va boi 16i. Stc khde cang ngay
cang kha quan, Ha yéu doi hon, véi ban tinh lac quan,
thém vao tinh yéu clia chdng, trong nang tuoci tré han
ra. Buoc hon mdt nam, con bé Bao Chéu ra ddi, hai vo
chdng ngap tran hanh phic. Ong Ba ngoai, céc béc, di
va cau clia bé tir Uc 1an luot sang tham. Nhin hanh phtc
clia con, hai cu da khéc vi sung suéng. Nay hai cu da ra
ngudi thién cd.

Con bé duoc sau thang thi Du Ha quyét dinh mua can
nha nay. Ha tu tay vun x&i khu vudn nho, tu tay trong
may gbc Anh Pao va cay hoa Moc Lan, nhing cay khi
md&i trdng nho xiu nay da thanh cé thu. Con bé Bao Chau
dem niém vui dén cho ca nha. Hai vo chdng yéu con con
hon bau ngoc nén hai ngudi dong ¥ dé Ha & nha trong
con, mdt minh Du di 1am, lo phan tai chédnh cho gia dinh.
Ha cling yén phan ndi trg, chu toan com nudc, trang tri
nha clia, san séc, day db con. Thi giy rdnh Ha doc sach,
va may.

Chi vai tuan nira con bé Bao Chau sang Uc du hoc, con
lai hai vo chdng gia lo ldng cho nhau. Nhé con that
nhiéu, nhung con chim non du 16ng, di cénh, sém
muon gl ciing dén ngay ct canh bay xa.

V& dén nha, nhin qua khung ctta s&, khu riing phfa xa ruc
r& dudi nang sém. Ting mang mau nia vang nia xanh
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clia nhiing cay sdi cao nhu 1am nén cho nhitng mang mau
dd tham, vang tuoi clia may loai 14 Phong. M&i ngay nao
diing bén ctra s nhin 14 lia canh nang khong khoi ngdm
ngtii, ti mi theo dbi ting chiéc 14. C6 nhing chiée chao
luon nhe nhang rdi ém & roi xudng. C6 nhing chiée chic
dau rét xubng that nhanh. C6 nhiing chiée run rdy mai méi
chiu bt ra khéi canh... Khéng ké khi ¢ nhiing tran cudng
phong, nhitng chiéc 14 xoan tit trén khong, vat va trong gid,
dap vii mai téi ta toi ma van chua duoc nam xubng. Ha 14n
than chanh nghi dén kiép ngudi, ciing chang khac gi kiép
14, cling tlr gia c&i tam nay ma mdi ngudi mot cach ra di.

Th&m thoat méi tan thu ma nay da lai vao thu.

Budi chiéu stra soan com nudc xong, doi chdng con trd
vé, ngdi trong chiéc ghé banh nhin qua clra s6, mat trdi
1an dan phfa xa. Chiéu tir tir budng xuéng nhe nhang.
Ha da c6 mét cudce sdng hanh phic gidn di, ém dém. Ha
da gap hanh phic dé va da biét gin gitt, nang niu, biét
hai long véi nhitng gl minh dang cé.

Phai chang day 13 chén Thién Budng. Thién Budng hay
bia Nguc la do ta.
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Tranh phu ban — Duy Thanh



Ngan thu vinh biét

Tin Anh mét dén véi t6i nhu mét ludng dién giat, toi
khéng tin chinh tai téi, khong thé nao, khéng thé nao,
toi lim ngudi, toi tai té va rdi 0a khée nhu chua bao gio
duoc khoc.

Ngudi Anh ca clia mot bay mudi hai anh em nay khong
con nita, Anh da di xa, mot chuyén di that xa khong cé
ngay vé. Mot chuyén di clia nghin triing xa cach!

Anh chao ddi tai Ha N&i vao mila dong nam At Dau,
céi nam ma ca nudc tang thuong vi déi. La con dau,
ch&u sém nén Anh duoc ca nha nang niu, B Me téi coi
Anh nhu vang, nhu ngoc, con Ba Noi thi hoan hi vi ¢6
chéu dich tén dé€ nbi doi tdng dudng. Chua duoc day
nam, gia dinh t6i cling nhu nhing ngudi dan Ha Noi
khéc phai bdng bé nhau ra khéi thanh phd, subt hon
nam trdi chay loan Anh duoc ngdi trong cai thing & mot
dau quang ganh con cai thing dau kia chat chan chiéu
ming mén... Cubi nam 1947 ca gia dinh phai quay trd lai
Ha Noi vi khéng chiu ndi lam son, chuéng khi, dem theo
thém mot hai nhi dé hén la toi.

Téi nhé rat nhiéu ky niém véi Anh, 6ng anh tinh nét
16¢ ta, 16c todc ma Ba Noi téi goi 1a “chd ga td”, chd

ga td tlir thud bé da hién ngang, chf khi, chaoi véi bon
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tré con ludén lam tha lanh, luén lam anh hung. Téi nhé
c6 14n Anh choi trd ¢& lau tap tran, Pinh B6 Linh dep
loan mudi hai st quan, dep xong loan lac, dugc cong
kénh van tué, Binh B& Linh vé nha lanh roi may vi B6
t6i khong chap nhan ra dudng danh nhau. Nhing ngay
thang ém dém & Ha N&i hai anh em t6i hay sang nha C6
Trudng, chi 16n ctia BS tdi choi véi may ngudi anh ho.
C6 t&i ké cho Anh vé gia pha, dong tdc, co day Anh viée
thd clng t8 tién. Thinh thodng C6 di hau dong lai dat
anh em téi theo, ching téi thich nhat ldc dugc thanh
phét 16c, chia nhau nhitng phdm 0dn mau, nhing qua
hdng, qua na, nhiing t& gidy tién méi toanh xép hinh
con buom buém. Nhitng budi chiéu hé may anh em dat
nhau ra bd hd rdi quanh vé phd Hué an kem C&m Binh,
hodc duoc ¢co cho tién di Au tri vién boi 161, di rap Lac
Hoéng xem phim Charlot, Anh Gay anh Béo va Zorro bit
mat... Tudi tré hdn nhién, vo tu, ching téi thé hit khong
khi clia ¢4t ngan nam van vat, cap méat tho ngay da thu
vao d6 hinh anh yéu kiéu cta liéu ra hd guom.

Ngay méi di cu vao Nam, Anh da phai duong dau véi
bon tré Nam ky chay theo choc gheo: "Bic ky an ca
rd cay *, Anh khong néi nhiéu, kiém thang to dau nhat
trong bon di dau xubng danh cho mot tran nhir ti, thé
13 yén. It 1au sau may thang Bac ky véi méy thang Nam
ky da thanh bo téo cling nhau danh déo, tat lon, ban
bi... Anh t6i 1a thé, rat 13 ké ca va rat anh hiing.

Khi I6n hon mét chiat Anh da ¢ nhing dam mé. Gia
dinh t6i cd 1é blta com la phéai cé mat dong dd ca nha. Ai

vé tré khong 6 Iy do chinh déang 13 bi don. Anh d4 banh
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rat gidi, khi ra san trong dau Anh chi con cé trai banh
va lam sao dé ghi ban thang. Toéi nhé ¢é 1an Anh tham
du mot tran ddu ngang nglia, gay go, cudi cling Anh da
danh duoc diém thang cho ddi minh. Anh & lai dé€ reo
ho, ca ming chién thang, quén ca gid vé an com dé roi
khi Anh md hai nhé nhai 6m banh vé, B ti da dén sén
& clia cho mét tran don nén than. HOm sau, sdng Chu
Nhat, B6 t6i dat bay con di an phd, ¢é 6ng hang xém
mé béng dé sang bat tay BS toi, ca tung anh cu tha,
ndi “Chau Dling nha 6ng da banh thiét la hay, hdm qua
chiing t6i duoc xem mot tran banh qué da”. Anh ngdi
cti mat nin khe.

B6 t6i rat thuong anh con ca ma 6ng goi 1 "Anh con
s0”. Anh con so phdi bd, rudt ngua, tinh nét boc tuéch,
boc toac, chang biét muu meo gi. Vi thuong yéu nén
Ong mudn cho Anh nén ngudi. Nha con déng, dng cho
Anh 13 céi ddu may cta chiéc tau dai nhiéu toa nén éng
cang kém cap chat ché. Quan niém cta Ong déi véi con
trai la yéu phai cho roi cho vot nén Anh da bi nhiing
tran don that dau trong thoi tho &u chi vi céi “ga t&” va
céi "con so” ctia Anh.

Dén tudi mudi sau, mudi bay, Anh chua cé dao, em chua
c6 kép, tbi Noel i em géi di dao phd, Anh thi cao gan
thuéc tam, em thi lUn, rang di gudc cao, chai dau phdng
tuéng dé cho dep doi, dén lic dau chan ngdi xubng
nhan nhé, Anh d4 chang thuong xét con tuong cho mét
cau “Ai bao thiéu thudc thc!”. That 1a vo tam!

Anh yéu tré con va thich gia dinh, con trai thanh nién
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ma hay dat may dta em bé di choi, Anh dé Phuong
Nam, c6 em gai nhd, ngdi trén vai khi xép hang mua vé
xem xiné, sau dé Anh cho ra cong vién ngdi ghé da, mua
kem cho an.

BS ludn nhéc nhd Anh trach nhiém clia anh trai ca, phai
hoc gidi, phai 1am guong, phai tét nghiép dai hoc dé
con diu dat mot bay em.

Nam Anh thi TG Tai phan mét 13 ndm dét nuéc dang hoi dau
s0i, Itra béng, con trai ma thi rét 1a bi goi ddng vién. Ba N&i,
B Me va ca nha téi xim lai phuc vu Anh dé Anh lo hoc. Bén
ngay di thi, B6 thap thom doi chd. Khi Anh vé mat tuci hén
hé, phudn nguc, oang oang:"Dé thi d& qué, vira xem xong
14 con phéng bit”. Bén khi xem bang chang cé tén, B thd
dai sudn suct: "Con phéng bit qué, phéng ca ra ngoai roi!”.
C4 nha lai lo stra soan hau ha dé cau 4m thi ky hai. Ba Néi
ngdy n3o cling tu tay pha cho Anh mot ly cbi stra da, Me dan
chi ngudi lam phai nu dé bd cho Anh, ndo 13 “bf tét *, ndo
13 khoai tay chién. .. Xung quanh ban hoc ctia Anh dén day
kh&u hiéu “Phai hoc dé thi d5”. Cling may 13 kj d6 Anh c6 tén
trén bang vang, ca nha duoc di cho ¢l an com tay con Ba Noi
thudng ngay cho Anh mét chiée velo solex mdi.

Cau chuyén vui nay van duoc nhac lai dé tréu Anh trong
nhing lan héi hop gia dinh.

Nam 1963, nam Anh sta soan thi TG Tai hai thi ca Sai
Gon suc soi vi viée dan &p Phat Gido. Tudi tré giao dong
manh vi su hy sinh clia Quéch Thi Trang, vé su tu thiéu
clia Thay Thich Quéang Buc. Ching tdi tréi qua giai doan
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that kinh hoang. Mac di BS ngan cAm khong cho ching
toi duoc lao vao nhiing cudc tranh ddu cda sinh vién,
hoc sinh nhung trudce khi thé ngiin ngut cla tudi tré,
ching t&i van lao minh theo dé rdi vé nha lai ngom
ngdp lo mat vu dén tim bat.

Nam dé Anh dau ngay va BS da stra soan ndp don cho
Anh di du hoc.

Piu ndm 1964 Anh lén dudng, Ba Noi, BS Me va méy
ngudi em 16n ra phi trudng tién dua Anh. Nhin chiéc phi
co ¢6 Anh trong d6 bay vit 1én cho dén khi chi con 13
mot chdm nhd trén nén trdi xanh, mat toi that cay. Mudi
tam tudi, chua mot 1an xa gia dinh ma mét minh di téi
mot noi hoan toan xa la, xa tit mi khoi. Anh nhu chiéc
thuyén con bd ngdi ra bién, mét minh chdng choi véi
phong ba, bao tap. Chiéc thuyén con &y ¢ nhiing ltc
that o don va nhé nha, trong nhing 14 thu Anh viét bao
gidy cling két luan bang cau “Ba oi, Ba gift gin stc khoé,
con sé vé&, con nhat dinh sé vé... " Lan nao doc thu Anh,
Ba cling khéc vi nhd, vi thuong, Ba lai dén ban tho Phat,
ban tho t6 tién dé cau xin su che chd phit hé cho chau
yéu cuta Ba.

Nam dé nhat Chu Van An, Anh cé quen mdt cd gai that
xinh, ngoan, ngudi Cong gido. C6 thé dé 13 mbi tinh dau
tho moéng clia Anh vi qua nhat ky Anh dé lai, Anh da ké
nhing lan hen ho, nhing 1an cling ¢6 ta di 1& nha tho,
nhiing tam su gitta hai ngudi vé van dé ton gido, nhiing
xung dot ndi tdm, Anh nghi dén trach nhiém clia con
trai trudng, ngudi phai lo nhang khdi, thd phung sau nay
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nén Anh da cat dat mbi lién hé &y

Hon mét ndm sau Ba mat, Anh viét thu vé néi Anh da
lang thang khap thanh pho Paris ban dém dé néi chuyén
véi B3, ta 16i nhing lGe 1am Ba budn buc va nhé nhing
budi téi Anh em t6i ngdi sau lung Ba, trudc ban thd Phat
dé nghe Ba tung kinh.

Sau 1975, vi van nudc ndi trdi, gia dinh phan tan; Anh &
bén Phap, Minh Thuan, Van Hanh va Tun bén My, gia
dinh con lai ket & qué nha, cha t6i, chdong tdi phai di cai
tao & chdn lao ti. Nam 1976 Anh sang My doan tu véi
may em. Sau nho su thao vét, ddm dang va hy sinh clia
Me, cac em tdi tiing dia, ting dita duoc Me thu xép dé
vuot triing duong. Mai dén nam 1980, gia dinh nhd ctda
t6i cling Thién Huong va Minh Duy méi 1én chiée thuyén
con lénh dénh vuot bién.

Cha me khéng cé mat, 6ng anh ca con doc than phai
quyén huynh thé phu, ding ra ga chdng cho hét dta em
nay dén dita em kia rdi vao nha bao sanh dé chao ming
su ra doi cla tung da chdu. Anh c6 phong cach cla
mot Parisien hao hoa, phong nha, tinh tinh rat phéng
khoéang, c&i m&, chan that; biét bao ngudi dep da di qua
ddi Anh ma Anh van khong tim ra duoc mét hdng nhan
tri ky. “Chd ga td” ctia Ba, “Anh con so” ctia B6 van doc
than va van 16¢c nga, 16c ngdc, mdi lan vé tu hop Anh
van nam dudi chan tay cho bay em géi xdm vao hau,
dta thi lam “facial”, dGa dam lung, tdm quat, dda cat
méng chan, méng tay... Ching toi rat thuong Anh, con
ngudi lo to mo, dau khong dung trsi, chan khong dap
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déat, ldc nao ciing dm mong 16n. Anh 13 mot Kién tric
su ¢4 tai trong dia hat chuyén mon, ¢é kién thic sau vé
nhiéu mat. Anh ao uéc dem tai nang sén cé va nhing
diéu hoc héi duoc 1am nén nhiing cong trinh dé doi, vé
vang nuéc non nha va luu danh hau thé. Nhung cudc
dsi da khéng chiéu dai Anh. Tinh hoa 13 thé, tai nang 13
thé nhung mong uéc van khdng thanh!

Lan cudi ching téi gdp Anh 13 dip Thanksgiving tu hop
dai gia dinh, Anh khéng duoc khoé, sdc mat khong duoc
tuoi, Phuong Nam da ddm boép cho Anh, Van Hanh,
Thién Huong da 14y thubc cho Anh. Nhu nhiing 1an hop
mat khac, cac van dé lai duoc dua ra ban cai quanh
chiéc ban dai sau bita an, Anh 1am sao dau 1y lai véi la
em gai ma Ong B t&i thudng goi 1 may con “chdo mao
mé khé . Anh da bo ra ban cong ngdi yén ling, mat
nhin vao coi xa xam, that budn...

Nhing ky niém ci kéo vé 1am t6i ngdp thd, nhu mot
cudn phim quay lai c& mét doi ngudi. That vo thudng va
that vd nghia!

Bay gid Anh da nhe nhang ra di. Téi tudng nhu Anh dang

dang rong canh tay, mat ngtra 1én hiing tiing giot séng va
c nhu thé Anh di vao viing chéi ngop hao quang.
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M&t chuyén di choi

Nam nay troi Cali lanh sém, méi sang thang Mudi Hai
ma nhing con gié bubt da kéo vé, cay cbi trong vudn U
&. Cay Ngoc Lan rung hét 14 tro canh, nhing cay an tréi
nhu ddo, man, mo...con vai chiée 18 vang run rdy, khém
Aloevera tai ril di vi céng, chi con vai cdy Hoa Hong 13
con hoa, con nu. K& tir ngay t6i mang can bénh hiém
phai ngdi xe lan, mang éng tha nén chang duoc di choi
xa. Nam nay nhan dip nghi 1& lai c6 gi& “sale” vi dich
ctm heo, vo chdng cd con gai mdi bd me di nghi hé vao
mua dong.

Roi phi trudng Cabo San Lucas, trdi xanh, may trang,
khi hau 4m 4p cla ving nhiét déi cho toi cai cam gidc
quen thudc nhu dang di trén con dudng tu Sai Gon ra
Viing Tau thud nao. Nha cta hai bén thua thét, xay cat
16n x&n khong theo quy hoach chung. Cé nhiing biét
thu that to, dep xen lan nhiing cin nha nho bé, nghéo
nan, tho ra, thut vao khong trat tu. Cay Béng Gidy duoc
trong khap noi, dt mau sic, tim, vang, dd, hdng, cam...
Cé nhing céy leo thanh dan to, hodc nhing lum nhd
quanh nha, hoac duoc cat tia thanh nhiing bui thap dé
trang trf. Loai cay duoc trdng nhiéu nia 13 Dam But,
Tric Pao, khong ké nhiing cay sa mac dic biét nhu
Cactus va Palm.
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Gan dén khu nghi mét, trdi ménh méng, bién ménh
mong, gié bién thom ndng... Nhiing “resort” véi nhitng
khu chung cu kién trdc kiu Tay Ban Nha nam trong
nhiing rang Palm xanh tuci, cay cbi, hoa 14 dugc cat tia
gon gang, vén khéo, mau sac vui mat. Khu nghi mét nao
cling ¢é nhitng hd boi that 16n, dep doc theo bd bién.

Ching t6i & tai “Riu Santa Fe”, bdy day nha 16n nbi
nhau bang nhitng con dudng nhd tinh t&, moét khu hd
boi vé6i nhitng chiée dit lop nhu nhitng choi 14 bao xung
quanh that nén tho; bén, nam khu hd bai 16n tréng
ra bai bién... Day quay tiép tan nhin ra ngay mot khu
thuong mai gdm nhiéu hang quén, tiém an, noi ban qua
ky niém, quay rucu va mot san khdu nho... bao quanh
mot khodng tréng 16 thién, tbi tdi cé nhitng nghé si ngdi
vé, ngdi dan hoac ban nhiing nghé phadm dac biét cla
dia phuong.

ba lau, that lau ching t6i méi cé mot dip nghi ngoi
ding nghia. Hai vo chdng toi cling vo chdng cd con gai
va ba thang chdu ngoai chiém ngu hai phong trén tang
1au boén ctia day nha sé bay ngay sat bién.

Sang sém tinh mo 6ng ba dit nhau di bo ra bd bién ngdi
ngam binh minh trén bién ca va tha hit khi trong lanh
clia budi ban mai. Anh bd cting hai thang con 16n chay
doc theo bd cat xuyén qua may khu “resort”. Toi ngdi
day, bd may oxygen ra dé hit vio that sau, thd ra that
nhe, gié vao cang budng phdi, gié di khap chau than,
gi6 oi, gi6 lam on day hét di nhiing 6 truoc, phién néo,
gi6 oi!
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M3t trdi tir tir 1én cao, ndng trong vang, tuoi sang, mang sic
sbng dén ting ngon cay, timg phién 4. Nang nhdy mda trén
nhiing béng hoa dang e &p mim cudi. . .. Moi ngudi luc tuc kéo
nhau ra chiém hét nhiing chiéc ghé xung quanh. Nhiing tAm
than thanh nién, thiéu nit khde manh phoi bay trong ning,
nhiing 6ng ba gia nam thodi méi, yén binh, tré con nhay nhét
tung tang. T6i nhin quanh, phéi chang thién dang la day, hanh
phtc la day. Dudi nhiing khudn mat vui tudi, rang r& kia ¢d ai
dau khd, ¢4 ai phién muén khéng. Budi nhiing ¥ nghf van vo,
t6i nga lung xubng shé ngudc nhin trdi cao, budi séng trdi xanh
trong, khdng mdt gon may:

- Q0a!
— Ba, ra bién chai di ba!
— Ong i, 6ng xubng bién chai chay dua véi tui con.

Pang thiu thiu ng tdi choang tinh gidc theo tiéng goi
rfu rit cla 1 tré, cat tiéng hai:

— Khong dem “wheelchair” xubng cét duoc, ai cong ba
day?

—"Me”, “me”, Logi "push” ba.

Thang bé Gt hon hai tudi mau man tra 15i.

Thang anh ca Kobe tinh ké:

— Ba dem khan 16ng theo, khi ndo mét ba trai ra nam
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nghi trén cat... OK?
Carter ciing thuyét phuc:
— Don't worry ba ngoai, I can carry the towels!

Thé 13 toan gia kéo nhau xubng bai cat, ba thang bé
chay dudi nhau, cudi gion tan. Nhin 1G nhé né dua toi
lai nh6 ba dita chau ndi, chi em con Michelle, nhé thang
con Gt. Gid ma tat cd con chau déng dd & day thi vui
biét may. Kenneth va Ethan dang con nhd qué chua biét
choi ma con 1am ban biu mét vui ngudi 16n. Thoi dé
sang nam!

Tir hd boi phai qua mét cau thang, xubng hai con dbc cét,
mdi dbc dai bang gan nda “block” méi téi mé nudc. Téi
cb gang di cham rai, thd sau, dat mbi budc chan trén cat
biét 13 minh dang di trén cat, cdm duoc hoi 4m clia cat qua
lan da chan. Cét & day khong trang min nhu cét bién Nha
Trang, hoi nga vang va hat cat thd nhu cat bai trudc Ving
Tau. Nhin nhting thiéu nr phoi minh dudi ndng, 1an da lén
mau nau hong, khde manh, téa stc séng. Con gai thoi nay
da s6 cé than hinh dep, lan minh day, dong déng cao, thon
tha, vong eo min mang, thinh thodng c¢é c6 diém nhiing
hinh x&m nho nhé hoéc gan hdt xoan vao 16 rén xinh xinh
tréng clng vui vui con mat. Nhé ngdy nao anh Chi cla
Chinh méi tau xe hoi dua ndm c6 em gai Chinh, Bang, Liéu,
Ngan, Dung di Cap. Hoi d6 “ngii long cdng chta” ciing hdn
nhién vui chai, cling vo tu dua gién nhu nhiing ngudi con
géi ndy. M4i ngay nao da tring, ma thdm, méi hong, maéi
ngay nao, mat ngdi sang nhin tuong lai. Nhing ky niém ci
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hién vé 1o nét... Mién man néi nhé nén tdi di thang téi bo
nuéc ma khdng phai nghi 1an nao, 6ng xa va cd con gai
ngac nhién thét 16i khen. Bién ém, séng nhe, hai vo chong
gia diu nhau ngdm minh xuéng nudc, nuéc mét, khdng
am bang nuéc bién Viét Nam. Buoc mét ltic séng bat dau
lén cao ddy manh vao bd, Kobe, Carter thich chf ndm tay
cha me cting nhay séng. Ong ba 1én bd dap cét 1én minh
Logi, khi nudc x6 én cudn cét tréi di thi thang bé cudi [én
khanh khach.

Choi mét Ite thAm mét t6i ra 6ng xa vé trude. Khi vé toi
phai diing lai nghi ba 1an vi thd déc. Thé méi biét minh vira
binh vira gia, ngay xua leo doi, leo ndi nhanh thoan thoat.

Bay ngay nhan tan rong chai, sang ra bién nhén nho, nhay
xudng tam rdi lén phoi nang. D61 bung di an xong lai ra bién,
nam phoi nang doc sach, ngdm ngudi dep. Nhin trdi dat bao
la nghi dén than phan minh. Theo nhiing cum may tring &
litng tréi, dau 6¢ bénh bong vé di vang. .. Chiéu xudng mat
tro3i tir tr khuét sau rang ndi phia tay va hoang hon roi xubng
that ém dém. Tt ning ching téi trd vé phong tdm ria nghi
ngoi, stia soan xubng khu "mall” xem “show”, chd gid an
t8i. Trong khu nghi mat nay cé mét “buffet” 16n, dd an tuoi
ngon, ngoai ra con ¢ nhiing nha hang sang nhu “Steak
house”, tiém an Y, tiém an A Béng va tiém an M&. G day ho
ban nguyén “vacation package” bao cd vé may bay, tién an
va tién &, khach c6 thé an ubng thoai mai vo han dinh. Riéng
t6i mbi bita an toi déu lay mot bét day du d va dia tuoi, du
da that ngot va dda that chin thom.

Khu nghi mat nhu mét ngbi lang nhé véi nhitng con

192 Db Dung



dudng nén tho. Chiéu chiéu ching téi tha bd quanh lang.
Lién tudng dén Lang Tinh Chi Choé, ngdi lang ma céc
ban Trung Vuong ddng khéa chiing t6i ao udc thanh 1ap.
Gid ma ching toi 6 mot lang xinh xan thé nay dé vé huu
sbng véi nhau thi ding 13 phép la, ddng 13 nhu chuyén
than tién... Cac ba ba tha hd tam su, cac 6ng tha hd 1am
tho va...tho anh [am em hét, xe 13n em ngdi anh dua, ta
khong chiu di nha gia, ta thich “enjoy” & day!

Christmas 2008
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BO clia cac con tdi

Cha hiéu cai duyén tién dinh ra sao ma toi lai gat dau
khi chang ngd 16i hoi téi lam vao.

Chang la dan Chu Van An Ha Noi, ttr thoi xa xua, tir khi
trudng con toa lac & phd Hang Cét. Chang theo nghé
gido lai hon t6i mot con gidp nén toi thudong goi chang
la Anh Giao Gia.

Tdi la dan Trung Vuong, lai la tay an qua cé hang; chang,
con nha ding dan nghiém tdc, chang bao gid an ngoai
dudng, ngay ca & nha ciing rat it khi an vat. Dan TV thi
ndi tiéng hay 1é la qua chg, thoat dau di theo t6i chang
con nhin trude, ngd sau vi so gap hoc trd, vai lan quen
nét thé 13 di choi khét nuéc 1a ghé xe dau doé dau dudng,
banh cudn Tay H6 Dakao, tai heo mam ném & cho Vudn
Chubi, bin bc trong nha 16ng cho Bén Thanh... chang
cling bi téi kéo di, ciing ngdi xudng xoi tudt. C6 hoi thi
chang néi cling hoi ngan gap ngudi quen nhung so mat
vo danh phai lidu va sau thy clng thd vi can khon.

Khi ching téi sanh thdng con trai, ai nhin cting khen
thang bé khde manh, dep trai va gibng bd. Ba ndi chau
phén ngay cau:

— N6 gibng bd nhung khéng bang bd nd!
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So vo budn chang tam tim cudi néi nhd vao tai toi:
— Con minh sao bang dugc con cla cu.

L&y nhau hon ba ndm, ching t&i méi duoc hai dta con,
con bé 16n chua day ba tudi, thang em chua biét bo thi
Thang Tu dem tang thuong cho c& nudc. Chang cling
phai di cai tao vi céi toi 13 quan nhan biét phéi. Gan
nam troi méi nhan duoc 14 thu véi 16i néi xa x6i: “Chiéu
chiéu sau khi lao dong tbt anh nhin vé anh dén thanh
phdé ma nhé em va con vo cling”. Ca nha ngdi giai ma
doén la trai tap trung khéng xa Sai Gon. Khi duge phép
tham nudi thi ding 1a chang hoc tap ngay & Thanh Ong
Nam, Héc Mon. Anh Gido Gia that tha nhu dém. Khi gt
tiép té vao trai toi cé dén t& nam chuc tién Cu sau lung
khung anh polaroid ctia thang con, cudn t& hai chuc vao
giay nilon rdi nhét xubng day ht mam rude, viét thu can
dan la khi nao mét nhoc ¢t dem hinh con ra ma ngém,
lo mam rubc rang tién tan an dé gitr stc khoe. Thé ma
chang ctt dem hinh con ra ngdm mai dén gan ngay duoc
phép tham nudi chinh thdc méi tim ra chan 1y.

Ngay may me con di tham tU 1an dau tién méi tham.
Chang nhu b6 xuong kho trong bd dd nha binh ci. Con
bé ctr vubt mat bd ma than: “Sao bd la qua, bao gids bd
méi hoc xong?” Quay qua tdi chang dan: "Em ¢6 lo 1am
an véi di Hanh, di Thuan ma nudi con con anh da cé
nha nuéc lo rdi” (hai cd em & bén MY7) va néi nhé vao tai
toi "Hom thu ctia anh la bady nam khoéng chin” ( su thuc
13 7590) So com n4u mai khong chin thi khéng chéc cé
ngay ve.
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RAi cling dén ngay duoc tha, ndm 4y thang con trai clia
chiing t&i méi lén bén, hoc mau gido trudng Bac Ai. Thang
bé hién lanh nhu ct khoai, chdng hé gay han véi ai, chi
quanh quén choi véi chi va cac di, cic cau nhd. Mot hém
dén con vé ti thay con bi cao ciu xudc mat mdi. Thuong
con x4t ca rudt, sang hdm sau khi dua con dén trudng toi
vao 16p gap cb gido dé hai ngudn con, ¢d ta hia sé dé
¥. Budi chiéu dén dén con vé thy thang bé bi cio cau,
d4m d4 nang hon. Khéng nhiing st mat ma con bam ca
hai cédnh tay. Vlra gidn, vira thuong con, t&i dem con vao
hoi ngay ¢6 gido va ba hiéu trudng. Hai ngudi rdi rit xin
16, néi 1a chuyén xay ra vao gid cac chdu ngtl trua nén ho
khong biét! Thinh thoang lai thay con khéng bi cao mat
thi cing sung moi!

Sau d6 téi thiy hai cha con ¢t dua nhau 1én san thuong,
thang bé lén 1én nhin me, con bd né thi ¢t néi “Em dé
anh day con”.

Ngay nao sau khi di hoc vé cling thdy hai cha con ngdi
tha thi. Toi thay thang bé khong bi thuong tich gi nita
nén cling khéng quan tam. Khoang vai tuan sau, ¢d gido
chd san ldc téi dén dén con thi ra ndéi rang dao nay
thang bé “hung” qua, ngay nao cing dap 16n (sao téi
khong thay dau vét?)

Vé nha ké lai cho nha t6i thi chang cudi goi con ra ndi:
“Thoi dd roi nhé, tr mai con khoi ndp nia”.

Tra hoi thang bé thi né ké 1a ngay nao hai bd con ciing
[én san thuong tap vo ma bd dan khéng duoc néi véi me,
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méi dau bd ngdi cho con danh, thang bé tha hd dam da
bb, sau d6 bd méi day con cach dénh thé nay, dam thé
kia... Khi thdy con nhuyén rdi bd bat con ndp bd mdi
ngay mét mang (!)

T6i trach chang tai sao lai day con kiéu dé thi chang néi:
* Chuyén tré con phai dé chinh tré con giai quyét " va: "
Phai cho né tu tin vi ¢é tu tin ndé méi khdng so va khong
da nao dam dung vao né nra”.

Tir d6 thang bé khong con bi bat nat, thay dia nao yéu
ma bi an hiép anh cu ta ¢on ra tay nghia hiép.

Khi chang da thanh 6ng ngoai, 6ng ndi, ngay ngay phai
chan hai thang chdu 1én nam va lén bay, mot hom hai
dtia cli nhang, cli nhay véi 6ng, dng bat nam xudng quat
cho méi dta ba roi quan méng, hai thang méu mao vao
méch ba. Nguoc lai méi 1an thanh tich biéu duoc toan A
thi 6ng cho chau lam "Boss” ctia 6ng mot ba.

Téi cling ngai khdng biét ¥t con ré, con géi ra sao. Hoi
ching né thi ¢d con géi ndi: "Ching né hu dng ctr danh
thoai méi, mién 1& diing danh ngoai dudng, ¢ da nao
méc thi 6ng mét”.

Anh Giéo 13 dan su pham chinh gbc, khéng biét chang
ta ap dung phuong phap su pham nao ma chi thay 1a

“IT WORKS!”

Bay gid da dén tudi vé huu ching tdi & nha cham lo céc
chéu, nha téi rat chiu khé tap thé thao, khi nhan duoc
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dia Sudi Ngudn Tuoi Tré chang tap rat déu dan khong
bd mét ngay nao, chang tap dt nam thé, mbi thé hai
muci mbt céi, két qua rat khd quan. Khi mot anh ban
dén choi chuyén van 1a cac nha su Tay Tang hang ngay
tung kinh theo thé xoay vong tron, cang xoay nhiéu
cang tét, chang thi tap 1én, quay dén nam muoi cai van
khong chéng mat, chang choi ludn mot tram céil Ct thé
quay déu ca thang troi. Dén mot hom tu nhién ngt day
thdy chodng vang, moi vat quay vong khong phai theo
chiéu ngang ma quay tron tir trén xudng dudi. Chang
hodng qué ngung tap xoay, ubng du tht thubc. Bi Bac
sT thi BS ndi bi “pressure” trong tai. Khi tam bét lai doc
trén internet cé phuong phap tap khi cong, thé 13 lai rédo
riét luyén céng va thém tap thd bung. Bénh chéng mat
thuyén gidm nhung dau éc van liing biing khéng nhu ci.

Mot ngay chang dang mac quan dui ngdi day hai thang
chéu ngoai, thdy hoi lanh céng nén ding lén xé chan
vao chiéc quan dai, bat ngd chiéc ghé dé, chang khong
biét con lén tiéng quat mang chau [am on rdi than nhién
ngdi phich xubng dat... Trdi gidng! Hon via 1én may, anh
con ré dén d& bb 1én cling xanh mau mat. Ai dé chang
dtng 1én tinh bo cudi kha kha thay nhu kinh mach duoc
da thong, hét U tai 1An chéng mat. Bay gio lai xe thoai
mai ch khéng e ngai nhu nam ngoéi.

Mot &ng ban nghe ké ngau hing lam tang bai tho:
Ong Tho di, 6ng Tho!
Tén bng la “sbng lau”,

Con luyén cong ldm thit,
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Mubn bat ti hay sao?

Luyén xong Hiép Khi Bao
Dt troi da lao dao,

Luyén Sudi Nguon Tuoi Tré
Khi luc cang thém cao.

Hai mot vong di qud,
Lai ham quay ngot tram!
Trdnh sao khong tau hod
Dén mdt may i tam!

Néu khong nho ban toa
Da khoi thit cia dng

Gilp kinh mach gidi toa,
Chdc la 6ng... khéng xong!

Chiic mung dng thodt hoa
Nhung xin mdch thém day:
Lan sau con tdu héa,

Phadi nhd thuc hanh ngay.

NAd ngoi phich xubng dat
Bé ba chi ndm dau

Nhdc [én roi thd manh,
Bdo ddm khoé lai mau!

D.H.Minh

Cé 6ng ba tinh nguyén trong nom cac chau hai ¢ con
gai va con dau chiing toi thi nhau dé, khi ching toi vé
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méi cé ba dita bé nay nhan sb gia ting, ching tdi c6 ca
thay sau chéu , ba chau ndi, ba chau ngoai. Loi dung
thoi co hai dta lai ri mua nha gan nhau dé éng ba trong
nom mot thé. Thé 13 éng lam xe chuyén chd hoc sinh,
chay nhu dén cu, ca ngay lo viéc dua rudc. Nhing 15i
néi ngot ngao khi xua bién dau mét, chi thy gat géng
nhang xi. Thém tat lang tai nén ndi thi hét nhu coi tau
hoa vi tudng rang ai ciing diéc!

Téi c6 nhac nhé:” Mam Mam. .. lai gat gdng nhu mam”

Thi chang ngdn ngoén gia la: "Hinh nhu la [au mam, bidn
mam ctng ngon lam... hi hi hi”
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Nang ngot ngio

B(a tiéc that vui, moi ngudi xiim xit chdc tung, thinh
thoang c6 tiéng dién thoai reo, lai thém 15i chic mimng
clia nhiing ngudi ban & xa. H6m nay sinh nhat Diém,
mot ngudi dan ba trén sau muoi tudi! Nang ngdi gitta
déam ban bé, tudng nhu ngay nao, riu rit nhu 1G hoc trd
clia thoi Trung Vuong o tring. Van nhing giong néi bén
cot, bdng dlia, van nhiing 18i tréu gheo, nghich ngom...
Tam quén di nhiing hé luy, nhitng nhuc nhan, dau khé
ctia kiép nhan sinh, chi con ¢é ta, ¢ mi, chi con cé con
nhd nay, con nhé no.

RAI cude vui ndo ciing dén ltc phai tan, phai chia tay. Thoi
tiét sang déng lanh budt, tring thuong tuan treo lo ling
trén bau trdi cao. Diém mot minh mét béng, co ro trong
chiéc 40 khodc trd vé can nha nhd. Cé tiéng thd déu vong
ra ti phong clia me. Nang rén rén vé phong minh.

— C6 da vé day a?

—Da con day, me con thtc a? Con tudng me da ngl say.

— Nao da ngl dugc dau. Co di choi ¢6 vui khdng? Xem
clra ngd can than rdi di ngl di!
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Thay quan &o xong, Diém ra ding ti tay bén thanh ctra
s8, nhin lén troi dém xanh thdm, nghi dén me gia &
phong bén, nghi dén minh, nghi dén thoi gian troi. ..
Nang thuong me, thuong minh x6t xa. La con thi trong
mot gia dinh ddng anh em, 1& ra ngudi hi hi bén me
khong phai la nang, nhung nhu cé sai day rang budc vo
hinh nén bay gio trong can nha nhd nay c6 hai nguci
dan ba cé don chung sbng.

Me Diém sinh truédng trong mét gia dinh gia gido, nho
phong, nén nudi day cac con theo nén nép ¢d xua. Cu
mudn cac con clia cu 1én 1én, séng nhu nhing hinh anh
cu da dung xay, dm &p. Nhung theo thdi gian, nhiing
ngudi con clia cu lan luot trudng thanh, tach rdi vong tay
clia cu dé tao 1ap nhiing gia dinh nhé riéng. Cu cé dau, c6
ré nhung cu van coi con trai, con gai cia cu nhu nhiing
dta nho clia thdi tho du ma cu nang niu, dtim boc!

Diém nhé dén Huy. dén méi tinh dau ctia mét thai con
gai. Huy cho Diém nhiing cu néi ngot ngdo, nhiing an
can cham séc. Diém da yéu Huy, yéu say dam, ndng
nan, yéu véi méng mo, lang man ctia tudi méi 16n. Nang
tudng tuong ra mot méi 4m trong dé ¢é Huy, c6 nang va
mot bay con nhd sbng trong ém dém, hanh phtc. Rdi,
do chién cudc lan tran, nén mac dit Huy 1a béc si van
bi d6ng vién, van phai theo don vi ra noi dia dau gidi
tuyén. Thinh thoang nhan nhing 14 thu ctia Huy véi bao
151 néi xa x6i, béng gié, nhu nhitng 15i ngdm hen ude
thdy chung, nang sung suéng doi chd. Me nang tinh téo
hon, ¢c6 nhiing cdm nghf tir trai tim clia ngudi me. Cu da
khuyén nht, nhac nhé con gai phai nghi dén tudi thanh
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xuan, con gai chi ¢ mét thai. Nhung tréi tim ¢ nhing
ly 1& riéng clia né, nang binh tinh doi chd va da dé vudt
méat bao co hoi ¢6 duoc nhitng bén bd binh an. Me nang
thuong nén gian nang. RAi tr gian dén ghét. HoOi do,
nang tudng me da ghét nang, ghét cay, ghét dang.

Ba muoi thang tu tang téc dau thuong, Diém theo gia
dinh di tan, mét tin tGc ctia Huy. Nhung nang van am
tham chd mong. .. Thai gian ¢t 1ang 1& trdi, nang phai hoi
nhap véi cude sbng mdi, trd thanh cé gido day 1a tré con
dd moi sac toc. Bdng mot ngay nang duoc tin Huy, Chang
cling da dinh cu & My va... da cé vg con. Tim nang tan
nat. biéu ma nang tudng 13 tinh yéu da thuc su khong
phai. Nang tham tu hoi phai ching nang da ngu mudi
nén qué tin vao nhing 16i hta hen bang quo, xa x6i hay
vi dinh ménh khat khe khién cudc tinh clia nang néi tréi
theo van ménh chung clia dat nudc?

RSi 4nh mat cdia vai chang trai ciing lam cho Diém thoang
rung déng, song cing chi nhu nhiing con gié thoangqua. ...
Cho dén mét ngay Khiém chot dén. Chang dang cé don,
nang cling 1 béng. C4 hai da & vao lia tudi chiing chac,
trudng thanh. Hai tdm hon xich lai gdn nhau mét cach dé
dang. Sau mot dam cudi don gian, Diém da duoc sbng
trong hanh phtc va mot bé gai chao doi. Nang bang long
véi hanh phic nhd bé, gian di. Nang hau ha chdng con,
cham séc cho Khiém va bé Uyén timg miéng an, thic
ubng, tling manh quan, tdm 4o. Nang yéu ngudi cling
nang chung chan gbi, yéu dta con nho tha thiét. Dudi
mat me nang lai khac. Cu nhin ra nhitng khuyét diém cua
Khiém, cu x6t xa thuong con gai. Véi long thuong bao la
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clia ngudi me, cu nght con gai cu phai duoc sdng trong
nhung lua, phai duoc o bé, cung chiéu. Cu khong mubdn
con cu lam than nd 1&. Cu cé biét dau, dbi véi Diém, ducc
hau ha chdng con 13 diéu hanh phtc.

Chuyén nhé gbép thanh chuyén 16n, chuyén bé xé ra
to. Khiém khong khén khéo, t& nhi ma me nang lai qua
cling cdi. Nhing cudc cai va nho nhd gita me vo va
con ré bat dau xay ra. Diém biét rang "nhan vo thap
toan”, nén nhing khuyét diém nho ctia Khiém cting nhu
nhiing khac nghiét clia me nang déu cé thé chdp nhan.
J gifta, nang ching biét phai 1am sao. Nang 13 ngudi
dan ba gidu tinh cam, yéu dudi, nguoc lai véi tinh cing
ran ctia me. Cu hay nhin vao nhing diéu xau dé ché bai,
con nang lai thich tim ra nhing uu diém cla ngusi dé
thuong, dé quy. Khiém cé néng ndy, doc doan, khong
diu dang, mém madng nhung Diém cdm nhan duoc su lo
lang, thuong yéu clia chang. Me nang khong chap nhan
b4t ¢t ai hanh ha con minh. Cu can thiép vao cudc séng
clia vo chdng nang hoi nhiéu, nhung nang biét dé 1a do
tAm 1ong thuong con clia mot ngudi me. Cang ngay su
xung khac gifta me va chong cang tram trong, cho dén
khi su viéc khong thé han gan, nang phai ding trudc su
chon lua gitta me va chong!

Khoang thoi gian d6, Diém nhu mudn phét dién, bén
tinh, bén hiéu. Me nang ciing gia xdc han di, mat han
lén nét dau khd. Khiém quét thdo om som. Nha thé
luong khéng mot tiéng cusi. Con bé Uyén co rdm vi so
hai... Cubi cting vo chdng nang phai ngdi xudng néi
chuyén va déng ¥ chia tay.
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Me Diém doi hoi nhitng diéu tuyét dbéi ma coi doi nay
lam gl ¢6 tuyét dbi! Céc anh chi em nang déu cé gia
dinh riéng va hanh phtic. Me nang & nha con nao cling
bat nhat, bat khoan. Con dau, con ré c¢b ging chiéu cu
nhung hanh phic gia dinh nhd cta ho quan trong hon,
ho phai gitt gin, bdo vé. Cu roi vao ndi cé don ma cu tu
tao ra. Diém x4t thuong me gid cdm cbi nén mua nha
dén me vé & chung.

C6 nhiing dém dai ¢d don tran trd, Diém nhin minh
trong guong, nhin béng minh trén vach, cdm thay tudi
xuan viin vut qua mau. Nang cing nhé lan da 4m, vong
tay ém, nén cang nhé Khiém tha thiét. Béi khi nang
tham trach me, vi cu ma nang roi vao tinh canh nay.
Nghi lai, nang clng trach luén ca Khiém. Sao chang
khong gitt nang lai, khong cling nang tranh diu. Phai
chang tinh yéu cla chang khong di manh, khong da
day nhu nang tudng. Suy cho cling thi nang ciing ¢4 15i,
161 yéu dudi, nhu nhuoc va mo hd trong tam thic. nang
thdm céng nhan minh thuong me hon va coi tinh yéu
clia me 13 mot thi tinh yéu bat diét va chic chan. ba cé
nhiing ldc nang bat gdp anh mat &i ngai clia me khi me
thay nang Iti thti va d6i khi nang con nghe ca tiéng thd
dai cia me.

M4y nam dau sau khi chia tay véi Khiém, Diém sbéng
lang 1&, cam nin. Chi cudi tudn nang méi vé véi Khiém
va Uyén, danh c& tuan lo cho me. Cu cang gia cang khé
tinh va khat khe hon. M6t bay chin ngudi con, ca trai lan
géi, déu thanh dat, déu 13 nhing ngudi con ¢é hiéu. Vay
ma cu van khéng vui. Bao gid cu ciing cho 1a Diém hop
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véi cu nhat, nén cu chi ¢6 thé & duoc véi nang. Khong
hiéu sao cu lai rat ghét Khiém, ghét tham té, dén ndi
chang khéng dém ghé tham va khi dén véi Khiém nang
phai 1én 1at, vung trém. .. Néu mdi con ngudi sinh ra doi
dudi mét vi sao, thi khong biét nang sinh ra dudi vi sao
nao. Nang da hy sinh hanh phtic gia dinh nhoé cia nang
vi mubn dem lai niém vui cho me ltc cudi d&i. Néu me
van khong vui thi su hy sinh clia nang thanh ra vé nghia.
Khiém du tinh vé huu sé sbng & Viét Nam, Uyén da 16n,
rdi cling ¢6 gia dinh riéng. Con Diém, nang van... cho
vo. Nang cau mong me khde manh, vui séng dé nang
con ¢b noi chdn trd vé.

Pém that sau, Diém kéo t&m man che cta s8, budc
vao giudng, tat dén va cudn minh trong chan 4m. Nang
nghi dén bita tiéc da qua, nght dén nhing ngudi ban dé
thuong, nhiing chuong trinh ma céc ban da sap xép cho
nang khi nghi huu. Nhing giot nuéc mét da kho va nang
lai mim cudi. ..

2.

Chi con hai tudn nita 1a Tét. Troi cudi déng, gid bét lanh
va nang da hanh vang, nhe nhang xua di mau xdm am
dam. Khoéc 1én minh chiéc 4o len méng, Diém ra khu
vuon nhd, vuon vai thd hit khi trdi. Gian nho tro nhiing
canh khé nhu dang thoi thép doi hdi sinh, chdu quynh 14
xanh muét dang say sua ubng tiing giot nang va nhing
khém clc vang, tim da hé nu, mim cudi... Theo thuong
16 mdi séng thi bay, tir tinh mo Diém va céc ban da riu
rit goi nhau dé€ cling ra céng vién di bd quanh hd hoac
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ra bién di doc theo bai cat. Sang nay, vi Diém méi trd vé
sau khi dua me sang Hoa Thinh Bén tham gia dinh éng
anh C4 nén cha thay ai goi va nang ciing ludi biéng nam
nudng dén bay gio.

Khong di cling thay nhd, khdng biét Vit Dung dang lam
gl, chéc lai tfu tit bén chdng con. Trong céc ban, cé 1é
co nang 13 ngudi hanh phic nhat, mat ludn vui tuoi, hi
hén, gan ai ngudi &y clng vui lay. Hong Tudc dang yéu,
nhin doi véi cap méat bao dung, chuyén gi nang ciing coi
13 chuyén nho, ludn an ti, vd vé ban bang nhing 15i néi
chén that, chi tinh. Kim Lan diu dang, nhe nhang vé&i
nhiing 4n can, chu ddo rat Viét Nam. Con Minh Phd, Luu
binh, Minh Ha, Van Bang, Ninh, Ly... Nhitng ngudi ban
quanh Diém d3 tiép cho nang stc sdng sau con khiing
hoang vé gia dinh. Béng hinh nhing ngudi ban & noi xa
x&i nhu Budm Betty, Ngan Khanh, & Dung, Minh Chau,
Van Anh, Hong Mai, Phuong Khanh, Ngoc Bao, Lé Hai,
Bich Ha... hién [én trong tam trf nang. Tung khudn mat,
tung khuén mat, véi ting nét dac biét riéng. Nang yéu
céac ban vo cung !

Nhém di bd ctia Diém cé ndm ngudi: Vit Dung, Hong
Tudc, Kim Lan, Minh Phd va Diém. Loi dung con sb 5
nén ho tu phong la “Ngi Long Céng ChtGia”. Nhing lGc
Minh Pha ban viéc khong tham du thi b ti lai thanh
"T@ Pai C6 Nuong”. Bon ho than nhau con hon chi em
rudt, chia sé véi nhau moi chuyén, ké ca nhing khac
khoai, uu tu trong cudc séng ciing nhu nhing niém vui
chot dén, chot di... Mi budi sau khi di bd ho kéo nhau
vao “shopping mall”, rdi ghé tiém an va van an qua vat
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nhu ngay xua. Cé nhitng dé tai dugc ho dem ra ban tan
dé rdi rdc ra, rac rich cudi véi nhau vi nhitng chuyén
tiéu 1am hoZc 4m tc, buc minh vi sao con nhé ban minh
lai... ngu qué vay!

Mot hém, Trac xuat hién, nhu mét tinh ¢& hay nhu mét
su sap dat khong can biét. Chi biét rang Diém, ngudi
dan ba da ly di, trén sau muoi va chang, mot ngudi dan
éng gda gan bay chuc, hai ké cling ¢d don. Buéi gap
mat dau tién cing cho Diém nhiing xao xuyén. Nang
cudi tham sao minh lai bdi hdi nhu con gai mudi tdm lan
dau tién di hen véi ngudi yéu. Trac con phong do6 & tudi
gan ¢4 lai hy, giong néi &m ap, &nh mat triu mén... Ngdi
dbi dién nhau trong tiém &n, Diém tiéc tham sao khong
gap nhau mudi nam veé truéc, khi nang méi chia tay véi
Khiém va vg clia Trac vira qua doi.

Nhu doc dugc tu tudng nang, Trac noi:

— Pdi khéng ¢6 gl 13 mudn mang Diém a. Quan trong 13
chiing minh ¢é hiéu nhau khéng va ¢ chiu dung duoc
nhau khéng.

3 Viét Nam Tréc 1a béc si, sang day chang thanh nghé
sT. Sau khi vé& huu chang tim vui trong nhitng ban nhac

va cling day dan.

— Diém ¢6 mudn hoc dan khong, anh san sang day...
khoéng cdng cho Diém.

Néi xong, chang dua Diém hai cay dan Mandolin bdo
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cam vé, hdm nao tién sé bat dau hoc. Budi hoi ngd dau
tién cho Diém mdt thodng bang khuang.

Tiép dén 1a nhitng email tim hiéu, nhing dién thoai
tham do ¥ t&. Nhing 161 néi an can, triu mén [am long
nang nhu am lai, tu ai dan ba duoc vubt ve. Cé tinh
yéu & tudi cudi doi nay khong ? Nang ludn quén, loanh
quanh tim cau gidi dap. Cudc ddoi nang dang tam binh
yén. Nang da vé huu, con Khiém & Viét Nam da cé vo
méi. Biéu nay ciing chang trach duoc khi hai ngudi da
cling ky tam gidy ly hon. Uyén da 16n, da ra trudng va cé
ngudi yéu. Diém clng da quen véi nép séng chung, véi
nhiing chuéng ach ctia me. Hang ngay, hang tuan gién
hét, bong dtia véi cac ban Trung Vuong thud nhd, ban
gan va ban xa.

Mot budi séng giong Trac & dau day kia, ndng dm:

— Hém nay troi dep qué, Diém c6 ranh khéng, cho anh
moi Diém di choi!

— Anh dinh dua Diém di dau ?

— bi chlia hay nha thd, chd nao Diém thich. Anh mudn
dén mot noi yén tinh cho thanh than tdm hon.

Qua nhiing lan dién thoai Diém biét chang theo Céng
Gido, con gia dinh nang theo dao Phat. Vi nghi dén Trac,
nang chon di nha tho.

Hai ngudi quy 1€, thay chang nguéc nhin tuong chta nhu
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dang thanh kinh nguyén cau, long Diém ciing nao nao.
Khi ra vé chang nhin sau trong mat Diém va hdi:
— Truéc tuong chta Diém nghi gi, cho anh biét duoc khong?

— Lay chda con la ngudi ngoai dao, nhung con tin cé
chta & trén cao.

— Chiu con géi Bic ky, em tra 151 khéo 1am!

Diém mim cudi va khdng ddm hoi lai anh nghi gi vi nang
rat so nghe chang tam su:

— Con quy lay chta trén trdi, sao cho con lay duoc ngudi
con thuong .

Cé su cham séc, dé v ctia ngudi khac phai ciing lam con
tim Diém vui trd lai. Nu cudi nhu rang r& hon, quan 4o
chai chudt hon. Moi viéc khéng qua duoc nhing cap
mat “c vo” clia nhém "Ngii Long Cong Chida" va van dé
lién duoc dem ra m& xé tan tinh:

— Em oi, can than nghe em, ding tin 15i dudng mat ma
d6 théc gibng ra an day!

— Mi &, mi phai suy ngh cho ki nghe! G tudi chiing minh
con chit tinh yéu viét hoa khong?

— Mi phai biét 1am tinh cdng, tinh trl. Positive thi tiép
tuc con Negative thi liéu ma gai sb dze, nghe em!
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Nhing ldc ngdi mot minh, nght vé nhing 161 ban ra, tan
vao cta ban bé, Diém lai bat cudi. & céi tudi “nhi thuan”
ma van ¢t nhu nhitng c6 nit sinh 4o trang ngay xua néi
chuyén vé chang no, chang kia... Nang chot nghi dén
co Hién, mot gido su Trung Vuong 1én xe hoa & tudi bay
muoi 1am, chd ré méi bat tudn dai khanh. Nhiing lan
gap sau nay, nang thay thay co rat vui vé. Co tam su la
6 chi cau xin duoc ba nam that Hanh Phic, sau dé gia
yéu thi sé nuong tua vao nhau. C6 sén sang hau thay
néu cé con stic khde. Phai chang cd da gap duoc ngudi
yéu that su!

Budi tbi, me Diém khong ¢6 nha, ¢ mdt minh, nang
cha thiét chuyén niu nuéng. Lay ntra chén com ngudi,
rac chit mudi me, nang ngdi lot thém trong chiéc ghé
banh, dém tiing hdt com ma nhai. Nhitng ltc c6 don nhu
thé nay nang can mot hinh béng, mot bd vai. Nhing khi
budn tdi nang ciing mong ¢ mot viing nguc binh yén
dé nép vao nuong tua, mot vong tay au yém vo vé. Nhin
nhiing cap vo chdng bén chat dén dau bac rang long
nang khong khoi them thudng, ganh ti. Nang mo udc
mot gia dinh nho, hanh phic gian di ma subt doi nang
khéng cé. Oi budn! Khi doc bai viét “Ai sé 13 téi” cud
Tran Mong Td, nang lai cang thém budn tham thia. Ai sé
12 "t&i”, ai sé la ngudi ngdi bén giudng khi nang dau &m.
Ai sé 13 ngudi tham viéng khi nang phai & trong nha gia.
Ca mot vién anh thé luong. Nang bdng nhé dén Tran
Vi Thi Phiic, mdt ¢6 ban cung khoda, Phic duoc cai t
hoan sinh vi tm long yéu thuong chan tinh ctia Kevin,
mot mbi tinh dep cta thé ky. Ho da lam dém cudi trén
giudng bénh khi ¢& dau hap héi va véi manh luc cta
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tinh yéu, Phic da chién thing duoc t than. Kevin da
bo tht ca, danh vong, su nghiép, tién bac dé cham séc
Phic. Béi lai, Kevin duoc gi? B6 chdng 1a TINH YEU viét
hoa sao?

Tinh yéu la gi, phéai chang la mot su cho di va nhan lai,
la hai ngudi tri ky, 1a hai ngudi tin cay nhau, thong cdm
nhau, ¢6 thé chia sé chuyén budn vui, cing nhu nang
d&, an Gi nhau khi can...

Cé thé d6 1a nhing ¥ tudng lang man, c¢on trong thuc
t&, néu sbng chung thi sao. Phai déi dau véi biét bao
nhiéu van nan: Bénh hoan dau yéu cta tudi gia. Mot
ngay 13 nghia nhung chua biét rang ai sé hau ai, dang
khde manh day ma biét dau mét sém, mot chiéu. .. Rdi
lai con anh, con t6i... Roi lai anh blra bai, tdi & sach,
anh thich tiéu tién, toi thich can kiém. Tién ndo cla
anh, tién nao cla chung. ..

Nhu ban & xa da thi thAm qua phone:

— Diém oi, & tudi chting minh, sau bao nhiéu thang tram
clia cudce sbng, ai clng da cé nhimng théi quen riéng
thanh nép rdi, khé ma thay déi ldm. Mi liéu c6 hop véi
ong ta khong? Liéu 6ng ta ¢6 hop véi mi khdng? Suy
nghi cho kj vi khéng con thai gian d&é ma udn nan nhau
dau. Khong ai ¢ thé stra ai duoc dau. Cing nhu thép
hét roi.

— Mi oi, ¢t gitt & mic dd tinh ban lai hay hon. Ai & nha
nay, 1au 1au tim dén nhau, an i v& vé khi can thiét va
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thinh thodng cling nhau di du lich, di chai xa vai ngay. ..
Nhu thé vin ¢ mot gidi han va lGc nao ciing tuong kinh
nhu tan.

— Diém oi, ta biét mi [a ngudi chiu thuong, chiu khé, tinh
luy, luy tinh, vuéng vao lai khd thoi. Lai c6 ngudi dé ma
hau. Mi nén nhé con Cu nira dé!

Khd qué, Diém khoéng quen 1am tinh ¢dng, tinh trl, cling
khong quen phan bi hon thiét. Nang 14 ngudi dan ba yéu
dudi. Théi xin ¢t dé mac sb troi.

Muia xuan dén cay cbi sé dam chdi, ndy 16¢. Chim chéc
sé cAt tiéng hoan ca... Nhung dau day lai viang vang
tieng ai dang hét:

— Ta quen nhau mua thu, ta thuong nhau mua dbéng, ta
yéu nhau mua xuan dé rdi tan theo mua xuan...

Cha ai biét duoc ngay mai! Tring ram sang vang vac
dang diu dang len qua ctra s6. Long Diém ¢é thanh than
khoéng ma nghe nhu minh da thé dai. Hai cay dan ngoan
ngoan nép minh trong géc phong nhu dang nhin nang
tha thiét... Sao nang van 1Gi thti c6 don!

3.

Nhing 161 tam tinh qua dién thoai van diing dang nhu
thé khong bao gid chdm dt:

— Thoi, khuya qué rdi, anh di nghi kéo mét.

Ning ngot ngao 213



N

— O... Xin 16i em, da khuya qué. Mai anh sé goi em.
Chtc em ngt that ngon. Bye!

—Da... Em clng chtic anh ngli ngon.

Giong Trac diu dang con nhu bin rin, chua mudn roi.
Budng dién thoai, 1dong Diém nhu chiing xudng, mo mo,
say say. Nang la 1dm véi chinh nang. Nam vii minh trong
chan 4m, dau éc mién man, bénh bong. Méi may thang
nay théi, nang nhu con ngudi khéac, khong con la nang
clia nhiing ngay xua c{ n(a.

Tir khi chia tay véi Khiém, Diém van gitt mot tam long
chung thay. Su d6 v& ctia ho khéng phai tai ho hét yéu
thuong nhau, nén nang van hy vong mot ngay doan tu
va di sao Khiém cling 1& cha ctia con gai Diém. Khi nghe
tin Khiém d4 vé Viét Nam, da ¢6 vo méi, long nang dau
nhu dao cat. Khong trach duoc Khiém vi hai ngudi da
ddng ¥ ly di. Trong tinh trudng, Diém luén 13 ké kho
khao, nhung théi tha dé cho ngudi phu ta. Tdi than, tdi
phan day nhung long Diém nhu bang gid. Nang cb gang
gat bd nhing hinh anh cf, nhing ky niém xua dé tim
su thanh than cho tdm hon. Nang tu nha rang cudc doi
minh coi nhu da xong, bay gid lo phung dudng me gia
va doi ngay bé Uyén lap gia dinh rdi sé tim vui véi bay
chéu ngoai.

Su viéc ddy dua... Sang nam nay me Diém cé y dinh
mudn di tham céc con, céc chdu. G tudi trén chin muoi,
cu con khde nén mudn di choi mét vong, do dé cu sé
vang nha may thang. Con bé Uyén méi ¢é ngudi yéu,
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dang say sua véi méi tinh ndng thadm cda tudi tré nén
cling xao lang véi me. Mt minh trong cin nha vang,
Diém It thli, 6 don. Nhiéu dém ngudc mat nhin nhing
vi sao lung linh trén nén troi cao nang khong biét ngdi
sao ban ménh cdia minh & dau ma ca ddi chua mét 1an
duoc hudng hanh phtc lau dai. Nang da ch&p nhan dinh
ménh va da di gan hét cudc dail

Vé huu... hét nhiing lo du phién todi clia cdng viéc
nhung cudc sbng that tréng trdi, u budn. May thay
nhém ban Trung Vuong ¢l tim vé véi nhau. Nhu ca gap
nudc, Diém lai lao dau vao cdng viéc dé tim quén. Nang
dua vai vac céi nga voi cho céc ban trong nhiing lan tu
hop, hoi he. Nhém ban & gan ri nhau di tap tai chi, line
dancing, hoc lam d& gbm, sang tao céc kiéu ni trang va
cubi tudn cting nhau di bé... Tinh ban cling an ti, cling
cho Diém nhiing 4m 4p trong nhitng ngay lanh l1éo mua
dong va nhu nhing lan gié mat xua di nhiing néng nuc
clia mua he. Cac ban nang ai cing c6 cap, cé dbi chi co
nang va Kim la hai ngudi nta duong dat ganh. Cac ban
cling cb tim ngudi dé€ gan ghép. Nang chi mim cudi va
tham nghi gia chiing nay tudi rdi ma con khodc gong
vao ¢b nita sao. Néu cé duyén tir tré thi méi réng lanh
no dé chiu dung nhau ldc vé gia chi .

Thé rdi nhu ¢6 su huyén nhiém, budi gap mat dau tién
véi Trac tam hon Diém xao xuyén, bang khuang. Trac dé
nghi day dan, nang yéu cau ca nhém cling hoc. Trong
nhiing budi hoc, nhitng 14n gap g, nhiing 4n can san
séc lam con tim nang mém di. Trac rat ddng dan, nghiém
trang, it néi. Nang ciing hiéu thém vé Trac. Chang dang
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c6 don, chang tim vui trong nhitng 16p day dan, day
héat cho ca doan & nha thg, chang cham lam viéc thién.
Chang la ngudi cta gia dinh, yéu vg, thuong con. Vg
chang ciing 1& ban cting khéa véi Diém & Trung Vuong,
xinh dep, diu dang, chang may bi bao bénh nén van sb.
Chinh nhiing dac tinh d6 ctia chang khién Diém boi hoi
va long nang chao ddo. Khac véi moét vai ngudi cling
da dén 1am quen ma nang khong tin tudng vi nhing 16
bong lon, cot dlia nén nang khéng may may rung dong.
Khéng nhitng thé, nang con cdm thay tu &i bi va cham,
tén thuong!

RO tling budc, tiing bude nhe nhang Trac va Diém gan
glii nhau hon, quyén luyén nhau hon. Nght vé nhau thi
thdy thuong thuong, rdi xa nhau thi thay nhung nhé.
Nang van thudng tu hdi cé con tinh yéu & lda tudi nay
khong ma sao lai nhung nhung, nhé nhé va nghe nhu
dau day c6 su ém éi, ngot ngao. ..

Chi Quynh, 1dm chung s& véi Diém, gda chdng tir ndm
chi chua day bdn muoi, chip ndi véi moét dng hon chi
vai tudi khi chi méi nghi huu. Chi tAm su rang chi dang
hanh phtc. Chdng ci cla chi chét trong trai ti cai tao,
chi chi c6 mét ngudi con trai nay da c6 gia dinh. Chi
da ca doi quén minh chi d€ lo lang cho con. Con chi
cling rat hiéu thdo va thuong me nhung vo chdng né
khong mudn & chung. N6 da néi thang véi chi 1a con rat
thuong me va con biét 1 me ciing rat thuong con. Con
mudn trénh trude nhing chuyén cé thé 1am me budn.
Chiing con & riéng va néu cé chuyén gi xay ra thi con xin
thua véi me trudc 1 con sé vé phe vo vi me thi khong
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bao gidy bd con, con vo con ¢b thé bd con duoc. Thoat
tién nhimg 11 néi &y 1am chi dau dén 1am. Ca ddi chi da
hy sinh cho con, nhitng tudng vé gia ¢ noi nuong tua.
Chi & lai mét minh trong can nha vang, tréng trai, tro
troi. Pém nam nhiéu khi gidt minh vi tiéng ket ctra hay
tiéng gb cua minh. Nhitng ItGc 6m dau, ué 0di, chi that
ti than. Chi van chua quen 16i sébng doc 1ap, cting cdi
clia nhiing ngudi gia ban xa. Chi da gap anh, ban than
clia chdng trong mot tiéc cudi, vo con anh da chét hét
trén dudng vuot bién. Ban bé ci xdm vao gan ghép,
thic d4y va tao co hdi dé anh chi gan nhau, cudi cling
hai anh chi ddng ¥ sbng chung.

— Diém i, tinh gia cé nhiing céi dep cla tinh gia, nha
am ap hon, khi vui c6 ngudi dé ké va khi budn cé ngudi
dé chia. Minh khong biét minh con & ¢éi doi nay bao lau
nira. MOt nam, nam nam, mudi nam hoac ngan hon, hay
dai hon thé? 3 mdt minh budn 13m, tham sau ldm, em a.

Chi Van bén Phép c6 hai ¢d con géi, cing ly di & tudi
hon bén muoi, nay hai con ¢é gia dinh riéng va chi ciing
méi & chung véi 6ng ban gia, cing khuyén:

— Tudi sdu muoi bay gid con tré lam, em khong thé ngdi
trong x4 t6i ma nhai gam ndi ¢ don. Van dé 13 1am sao
tim duoc ngudi hiéu minh, thuong minh that tinh va
cling ton trong nhau. C6 nhu thé méi khic phuc duoc
nhing 14m c&m cua tudi gia, nhing phtc tap cta doi
sbng. Hai dtia con gai ctia chi hdi bé khong bao gics roi
me, thdy ai dén gan tan tinh me 13 khéc 16c, budi tbi
6m gbi doi ngtt chung thé ma khi lap gia dinh ciing van
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quy cai “privacy” hon. Tuéi tré ma em, thuong con nén
danh thuong cho trét. Khi chi séng chung véi 6ng nay
cac chau ming 1dm, yén chf ¢é ngudi & bén me, lo lang
cho me, khéng &y nay véi mac cdm bd roi me chidng nd.

Sap dén ngay me Diém trd vé, phai lam sao day. Me nao
ma chéang yéu con, me nao chang mubn con hanh phtc.
Nhung & thé hé cla cuy, liéu cu ¢ hiéu cho khong hay
cu lai cho 13 nang gia rdi ma khong nén nét.

Me Diém cling goa chdng & tudi séu muoi, da hon ba muoi
nam c6 don, quanh qué. Cu la con Gt cla mot gia dinh
thé gia, vong toc, duoc ca nha cung chiéu, khi lap gia dinh
cing hanh phic 4m ém. Mot bay anh em Diém lan luct
ra doi, nhu nhitng ndm bdng ga con riu rit bén ga me. Hoi
tudng lai thud bé hinh nhu me nang chi biéu 16 su thuong
yéu con qua nhiing lo 13ng chu toan vé miéng com, manh
40, san séc su hoc hanh cia cac con nhung rat it néi 1o
yéu thuong. Cu ran day con theo 16i &, nghiém khéc. Chi
em Diém kinh yéu nhung... so. Pén tudi trudng thanh,
ting da, ting dta rdi vong tay me dé tao lap gia dinh
rieng. Cu ¢ cdm gidc mat mét. Cu cho dau ré 13 nhiing
ngudi da cudp doat cac con cta cu, nhiing vat s& hitu ctia
ngudi me quyén uy. Cac con da khong hiéu duoc me va me
thi cling chang thé néi duoc véi céc con. Dau ré 1a ngudi
dung 1am sao hiéu duoc nhing rac rbi phic tap dé. Ct thé
me con cang ngay cang xa cach. Cac con khéng ddm hdn
hao véi me nhung tir tir lanh xa. Diém ducc me nudi day tir
bé, quen phong cach cla gia dinh, cling khé ndi ra nhitng
18 yéu thuong. Nang ao uéc duoc néi véi me mot cach dé
dang. Me c6 biét 13 con yéu thuong, x4t xa me dén chimng
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nao khong? Ngay xua me gid, con tré... khong thé nao
hiéu duoc nhau, nay me gia va con khong con tré nia, su
suy tu c¢é thé gan nhau hon, dé cam théng hon. Me oi, con
thuong me, con mudn nhiing ndm cudi clia cude ddi me
c6 tam thanh than, nhe nhang. Con yéu me, me ci. Diém
tham thi néi véi minh nhu dang ngdi bén me nang.

Nang ao udc Trac va nang da than va tinh yéu ctia hai
ngudi dt manh dé nang khong phai lua chon gitra TINH
va HIEU nhu 13n trudc. Nang mong dugc ca hai. Liéu
tinh clia Tréc ¢6 da d€ ho cting nhau tim cach 14y long
me nang khong. RAi hai ngudi chiéu cu, 1am cu vui dé
cu x6a bd su lo 1ang, so hai mat con ma cu lai ¢é thém
mot ngudi than nia.

C( nhu thé hon Diém 1énh dénh, chiéc méy CD dau giudng
budng nhiing ca tir mugt ma clia Trinh Cong Son va nang

thiép ngti trong. . . Ru mai ngan nam timg ngdn xuan ndng. ..

Budi séng Diém bi danh thic bang tiéng chudng dién
thoai me nang goi ti mién bbng:

—HO6m nao cd sang day?

— Da hai ngay nta me a. Me di choi ¢6 vui khéong?

— Thi... clng vui, téi ra phi truong dén cd nhé!

— Théi khdi mat cong me a, con di cling hai chi ban.
— ... nghe néi cd hoc dan ha? Ma hoc dan gi?
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— Con véi my chi ban dang hoc Mandolin, hoc cho vui théi ma.
—U... thi ¢6 ¢ hoc cho vui.

Hai ngay nita Diém sang Hoa Thinh Pbn cting Hong
Tudc va Huong Kiéu Loan dé ngdm hoa dao nd. Ciing
nhan dip nay nang mudn tric nghiém lai [dbng minh, tinh
cam ctia minh véi Trac. Nghe tiéng néi clia me qua méy
Diém cadm nhan mét su diu dang, mét &m hudng &m ap
méac du van véi 16i néi thudng xuyén cua Cu.

Nghiém lai nang th&y nhu cé su an bai clia Thuong Dé,
moi dién bién xay ra déu ding thdi, ding ldc. Nang da
gap may ngudi con cua Trac, cb tinh cdm thuong mén
dat dao. Con bé Uyén riu rit: “Me ¢ boyfriend cho vui,
con khéng mudn me khéc hoai, me vui con cing vui...”
Tuéi tré 16n 1én & bén nay phat biéu rat hdn nhién. Tém
lai moi chuyén nhu thuén duyén. Xin cam ta Phat Trdi,
cam ta c4c Bang Bé Trén.

Diém dao quanh khu vudn nhd, bay gid dang 14 mua
xuan, cdy cbi nhu dang han hoan mim cudi. Nam nay
nhiing béng hoa nhu to hon, mau séc tuci hon. Canh
d3o day nu, gid lan nang triu vi hoa, nhitng cay bonsai
git nhng bui nudc nhod li ti nhu con ngdm suong sém.
Nang lung linh, gié nhé nhe rung rinh... Diém nhu dang
mao... MO MJ, mang mang, say... say say... Nang nhu
duoc boc minh trong nang, ning vang éng nhu to va
nang that ngot ngo.

3/09
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Ta tinh

Thai con géi mong mo, nhing budi séng ndng ngdi trén
san thuong, thd hon theo nhitng cum may trang, nhing
chiéu mua khoéc chiéc 4o toi, lang thang trén nhiing
con dudng dai ¢ 14 me bay, nhitng dém budn ndm 6m
chiéc cassette, choi voi véi nhing khic nhac tinh dé
hoac thén thitc hodc mim cudi vu vo véi céi dinh man...
Tudi con géi 6m &p nhiéu hoai bdo, ngdng mat nhin 1én
di tim than tuong, thac mac trong long khéng biét ngudi
Ay sé 13 ai, mot ntra kia dau. Téi & day con chang & noi
dau! Véi long da sau, da cam, tinh tinh lang man, chat
ngit dam mé, t&i vé cho to6i mot mau ngudi trong mong,
dé rdi — "Ai di tim ai subt doi” — C6 nhing ldc tudng nhu
la tinh yéu nhung chi la cai béng. C6 nhing lic tudng
nhu gap ngudi trong méng nhung mong lai v tan.

Mot budi chiéu ding lic ngang nha chang thi con mua
ap dén, mua Saigdn, mua thang sau. Em dén tham anh
mot chiéu mua, khédng mo mang nhu "Em Pén Tham
Anh M6t Chiéu Mua” clia T6 Vi ma uét luét thudt, uét
ta toi. Ong To ba Nguyét da doi san dau dé dé xe soi chi
hdng. Chang khong phai 13 ngudi toa hao quang nhung
& chang téi tim dugc noi nuong tua, moét su che chd va
mot tinh yéu tuyét dbi. Chang 13 anh ho ctia mot nhd
ban cling 16p & Trung Vuong, &m tham dé v t&i tr ndm
cubi trung hoc, nhung dudi mat con bé mudi tdm con
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nhiéu cao vong, chang khong lot duoc vao tdm nhin.
Sau dadm cudi ching t6i cé mot tuan 1& than tién trén
balat, mdt nam sau con gai Hanh Quyén chao ddi, cling
thdi gian téi ra trudng véi manh bang Dugc si. Cudc doi
tudng c ém dém trdi, tdi yén phan cho thué bang dé &
nha lo com nuéc cho cha con Anh Gido. Ching téi sbng
that Hanh Phtc, cai Hanh Phic nhd bé, tim thudng, dé
rdi hai ndm sau cé thém thang bé Thién Khéi. Ching toi
chi mong moét mai A&m va mot dan con xinh.

Nhung... 30/4/1975... cha di hoc tap, chdng di cai tao.
M6i hai muoi may tudi dau, moét néch hai da con tho,
toi bi quang vao ddi that tan nhan... Mot chiée xe dap
mini, con ngdi ghé nhd dang trudc, con dm lung me
dang sau, hai bén ghi déng hai gid c6i, téi trai miéng ni
16ng & via hé thuong x4 Tax, mua ban, ban mua... thé
ma cling cha yén than, ngudi ta mudn lam dep thanh
phd nén df sting AK vao dau dudi di. Téi lang thang, 1an
16n trong nhiing khu vuc cho trai dé kiém sbng. Bén Noi
c6 d6, bén Ngoai con dé ma nao dam dé€ luy phién. Ai
cling con ganh nang phai mang. Ai cling ngo ngéc, tang
thuong truéc canh déi doi. Nhing dém ndm &m hai
con tho ma nudt nudc mat, x6t xa phan minh, thuong
chéng va cha dang nhuc nhan trong trai cai tao. Nhung
biét 1am sao, cai dau chung clia ca mét dan tdc, moi
ngudi déu trdi ndi theo van nudc ndi troi.

Troi Saigdn khéng con dep, nang khong con tuoi, canh
vat 0 é khoac 1én mau xam. Mot ngay, cling vdi tam
trang ngdm ngli dé, téi tho than lén thuong x4 Tam
Pa, danh liéu mudn mét quay nhd trong gian hang ctia

Ta tinh 223



Pham Manh Cuong, thé rdi... may, théu, vé... tan dung
hét cac nghé tay tréi ctia minh dé kiém gao nudi con.
Nhu H&o chia ctra hang ctia chi 1am nam phan, ngoai
cling 13 hai quay nhd, t6i mét bén, hai chi em Van Ly
mot bén. Pang sau téi 1a quay hang ctia Nha Ca, cé ¢o
em B&i Hang tuci vui, nhi nhanh, khén lanh. Bbi dién
véi Nha Ca la gian hang ctia vo chdng NXH véi ¢6 vo DT
khéo 1éo, nhanh nhen, ddm dang. Con Nhu Hao git lai
mot quay 16n nhat trong cting. Nhé lai khodng thai gian
d6 toi thdy cling vui vi tu nhién minh lai lot vao noi toan
13 van nghé si. Thinh thoang duoc tiép chuyén véi nha
van Mai Thao, nha tho Tran Da Tu. Lau lau duoc dén
nha anh chi Pham Manh Cuong dé thudng thic banh
bot loc va mén nhau tdm kho ¢t kiéu tuyét ci meo cla
Ma. Dao phong trao ban &o thung vé, bén Nha Ca va
NXH thué ngudi vé toan cac nhan véat Disney, Cartoon,
con toi... vé 1ay! Budi tdi sau khi ru con ngli 13 ngdi vé,
cng hinh thiéu ni ma hém nao vé dep thi "Chot dang
budn xua dong mat em” ( Tho Cung Vinh Vién). Hom
nao coi khong duoc thi “Ac quy hién hinh khi trang 1én”.
Khi mét qué khodng dai may vong tron nhu huy hiéu
Olympic, thé ma thd céi ndo ra 1 ban lién céi dé vi...
“unique”! Lac khdm khé vé mot minh khdng xué toi phai
giao bét cho 1t em, dé tai tu do, Phuong Nam hdi dé
cling gitp chi rat dac luc, ldc vé Thang Hé, ltc vé con
sén, con b¢ hodc moét dém 18 vang roi... dén khi thay téc
phdm ctia minh di ngoai phé c6 nang khoai chi vé khoe.

Chang duoc bao 1au, nha me bi danh tu san mai ban, nha
con bi danh tu san kinh doanh. Me phai mua mot tip

1éu 14 héi huong dé khoi di kinh té méi. Con phai ngdi
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nha dé lanh théu may. Ri cling dén mét ngay chong
duoc tha vé, tdi phai ra quan dé lam gidy bao lanh va
cam két sé gido duc chdng (!) Nhiing ngay thang vun roi
ké tiép, ngom ngdp lo du. Chang duoc sé gido duc diéu
vé day & mot trudng cAp hai tai quan mudi mot véi dong
luong chi di cho mdt ngudi an qua sang. Ngay ngay
cong lung dap xe di lam, thinh thoang dugc phan phdi
mot miéng thit heo khodng hai lang (200g) budc ton ten
bang soi lat c6i. Ngoai gidy 1am viéc chang phai chd vo
dén nha khach hang dé nhan va giao dé théu may. Hai
vo chdng rang chat chiu danh dum, kiém ¢t mét chi di
mua mot chi, gom da mudi chi d6i &y mét cay. Thi thao
nho to tim dudng vuot bién, ching téi cling bi mat mat
vai phen nhung may khéng bi bat.

Cudi cling Thang Tu nam 1980, ching t6i ciing ra khoi
trén mot chiée ghe 16ng méng manh, nhd bé vuct dai
duong. Bén bén bd tu do véi hai ban tay trang, ching
toi phai lam lai tir dau, vt va cuc nhoc tir séng sém dén
ntra khuya, 1am viéc quan quat dé€ lo cho tuong lai. Thoi
cudc day dua, phat 1én nhu diéu gap gié... nam 1983 ra
doi thém chd bé LamSon. Diéu 1én vun vit... rdi diéu lai
dat day, tay trang lai hoan trang tay!!

GUi cac chau lai cho éng ba ngoai va céc di trong nom,
hai vo chdng lai dit nhau di tim dat méi. Chivi vung tinh,
kém suy nén bao nhiéu tién clia nhu nuéc 14 ra song, toi
nhin cdc con ma dau 1ong xét rudt. May mén thay céc
chéu cling nén ngudi. Té6i nhin chang thuong xét, chang
nhin t6i x6t xa, ching tdi an phan 1am nghé lao dong,
chen vai thich canh véi luc luong tho thuyén Mé& va My
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den. Nhiing dém dai khé ngt, vii dau vao nguc chong
khoc tic tudi, chang clng chi im lang thé dai.

Lic quen cong biét viéc, tam hon thoéi chao ddo, xao
dong thi toi phai vao bénh vién. Sau hon mudi ngay diéu
tri, 1am dd th thr nghiém trén doi, bac si phan rang téi
bi “Pulmonary Hypertension”, binh hiém, khong chia
duoc, chi chd chét hoac doi thay tim phdi. Ong ta than
nhién ndi, toi chi con hai nam dé sbng, hay vé ma vui
nhiing ngay thang cudi ctia cude doi.

Sau khi xuat vién t6i phai thd bang binh dudng khi. Bac
st khoéng cho di lam. Toi trd thanh ké tan phé! Tai sao
troi cao lai cho téi tram cay, nghin dang! Toi chi biét
khéc, va khéc. BEm ngli khong dugc vi vira lo nghti, via
gian minh, gian doi. Toi don ra phong riéng vi khong
mudn am phién chang, chang can nghi ngoi dé€ sang
con phai di lam. Sau méi 1an bi chup thubc mé, di vao
con chét tam dé bac si thong tim, khdm phdi, khi mé
mat tinh day, toi thdy khudn mat chang méo xeo, xdm
ngoét ngdi bén, thay ma thuong.

ROI nhu mét co duyén, toi nhan duoc kinh Phat va bang

giang clia cac Thay, toi bat dau thién tap, tir tir thay tam
an lai, thay 1& vo thudng, thay doi 1a phit du, méng &o...
Budi sdng sau khi tap Dich can kinh, ti ra san sau ndm
vong doc sach, ngdm hoa, ngdm 14, nhin 4nh nang lung
linh... thdy ddi that dep, that dang sbng. Toi khdng con
so chét.

Thoi gian ¢ tr6i, Hanh Quyén lap gia dinh va c6 hai
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thang con trai. Thién Khoi da 14y vo va cé mot chau bé
gai. Khi chang vé huu ching toi quyét dinh don vé & gan
céc con. Hai cay clii muc mong dem stc tan dé gitp cho
dan con chéu. Toi trong con bé chau ndi, chang day hai
thang chau ngoai. Ca ngay ching toi quin quyt véi may
dda tré. Ching t6i ¢b géng dé cac chau khong quén
tiéng me dé. Thang bé bdn tudi & nha véi ba nhiéu nén
gidi tiéng Viét nhat, biét gidi thich cho thing anh sau
tudi. Budn cudi nhat 1a ba bat chau néi tiéng Viét, khong
cho néi tiéng My, thang bé vit ¢8 ba xubng an Gi: “Don’t
worry ba ngoai, I can teach you English (!).” Roi khi ng
hang xém ra sau lam vudn, né kéo ba ra gidi thiéu con
néi nho vao tai ba: "Ong Don speaks English only”. Thé
la hai ba chau c ntra Viét, nira My ndi chuyén véi nhau.
Cho dén nay cac chéu néi tiéng Viét rat kha, biét hat
“Ba oi chdu rat yéu ba... * va ngay nao ciing "Kéo cua
la xé... "

Phai chang doi 1a mot gidc chiém bao? Thdi Trung Vuong
4o trang, tudng nhu méi hém qua. Thoi gian vin vut
troi. Toi véi chang da trai qua bao ndi thang tram, 1én
voi xubng ché. C6 véi nhau ba dita con ngoan ngoan,
gidi giang, mot bay chau khau khinh, khéi ngd. Bay gid
téc da bac, rang da long, mbi budi sang ngdi bén tach ca
phé néng, van con nhin nhau, mat trong mat, tay trong
tay, chang van lo cho t6i ting vién thubc binh, cling nhu
nhac nhd ubng ting vién thube bd. Tuédi gid ciing ¢
nhiing cai chuéng ach cla tudi gia. Ldi néi khong con
ngot ngao nhu xua ma déi khi con gat gdng nhu mam.
Nhung nhin quanh téi vAn cdm nhan duoc niém Hanh
Phtc, cai Hanh Phic cla Tinh Yéu Vinh Ctu, clia Su Két
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Hop Chung Than. Ngay xua toi hay hat phan dau — “Ai
di tim ai subt di” — thi hdm nay téi xin hét 1én 16 cudi
— "Tinh yéu nay em cdm on anh”. Xin dugc ndi mot 16i
Ta Tinh cho ngudi chdng chung thay.

2005
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Nhu &nh may troi

Sau lung chiéc quan tai, mot véch tudng dé réu phong,
anh sang trang nhu anh séng thién nhién ti trén tran
cao diu dang tda xubng, tiéng nude chay réc rach quanh
nhing tang da rdi nhe nhang roi xubng mat hd. Xung
quanh chd Tuyét Minh nam day hoa. Can phong day
hoa. Nhiing vdng hoa hué tady mau tim chen lan nhing
bong hdng, cdc. . .trang, tim nhe, phét hong. Tuyét Minh
yéu mau tfm. Em ndm gon gang trong chiéc 4o dai mau
hoa ca, méi téc budng x6a, doi mat khép lai binh yén.
Dang em nam thanh than, ém dém nhu nang céng chia
ngll trong riing ctia nhing truyén cd tich than tién.

L& phét tang gidn di. Khong Tang Ni, khong ban hd
niém, khéng 18i tung kinh, khong tiéng chuéng mé.
Khong Linh Muc, khdng Muc Su, khdng mot 161 nguyén
cau huéng dan vong linh. May man con ¢ ban thd hoa
tuoi tham, dén nén lung linh. Khudn hinh em tuoi cudi,
md ao sau chiéc binh huong tda khéi tram thom ngét.
Nhiing vong khan tang trang tu quan cho nhau.

Chin chi em géi may chuc nam rfu rit chia sé ngot bili,
bay gid Tuyét Minh nam d6, sau budi 1& hda tang ngay
mai em toi thanh tro, thanh bui, chidng t6i khéong bao
gid trong thiy em nita. Nhu cé vét dao dam nhéi trong
tim, dau dén!
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Téi lang 1é chd tdm cau nguyén cho em va ca tdm chiem
cling dem hét tinh thuong nguyén cau:

—Ngti di Minh, ngti mét gidc thién thu binh yén. Em hay git
tam an lanh vé noi tién canh. G dé khéng con lo au, bon
chen, tinh toan, khong cé dau dén, khé s, muodn phién.

— Cau xin cac dang tbi cao, Troi, Phat hay Thién Chda,
Céc Ngai hay ctu vét linh hon em, huéng dan em vé
chdn Vinh Hang, doi d&i Hanh Phic trong vong tay che
chd cta Cac Ngai.

— Xin T8 Tién, Ong Ba ndi ngoai, BS, Anh Diing, cac C6,
Cac Cau linh thiéng hay dén em, huéng dan, che ché
em dé em khoi di lam dudng, lac 16i.

Gia dinh ching t6i theo Phat Gido. Bay tuan 1& cubi
cling, sau nhitng suy sup tinh than va nhiing dau dén
tot cting clia thé x&c vi can bénh ung thu, em da gap
mot phéi doan truyén gido Tin Lanh, nhitng ngudi ban
clia thdi sinh vién Berkeley. Em tin em duoc ctu rdi, em
da gap Thién Chta va em xin chuyén dao. Rat tiéc 1a
thdi gian qué ngdn nén em chua chuén bi kj cang va gia
dinh ching t6i cling chua quen vdi tin nguéng mdéi cla
em nén c6 hoi 14n can trong phan nghi thic tang 18.

Me chiing t6i dén, chiéc xe lan dua me dén bén chiéc
quan tai. Me &m mat em, vat va:

— Con ai, con ¢6 thuong me khong con? Sao con danh
bd me ma di! Sao me lai khd thé nay? Hét chén anh con
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bay gid dén luot con. Con c¢é biét me khé nhu thé nao
khong ha? Pau dén cho me qua...con oi!

Tiéng khéc than, tiéng ké 1€ ctia me nghe that ndo long.

— Me, me binh tinh dé em ra di cho thanh than. Me gitt
gin stic khde. Me binh tinh di... me oi...

Nhitng giot nuéc mat lan dai. Nhing tiéng khéc thit
thit. Nhing tiéng ndc nghen ngdo ¢b chan lai trong
hong khong dé thoét ra.

N3m muoi ndm veé trudc... Ngay me toi chuyén da, toi
da dua me t6i vao nha bao sanh cta ba Tién & xé cla
cho An Pong. Ngdi ngoai phong doi toi nghe rd tiéng
me rén ri, xuyt xoa vi dau. Tiéng ba Tién vo vé:

—Colén... ba co lén. Nao ba co ran di nao...

— Sap ra rdi. C6 ndo... Ran di... ndo... Réng chit nia.
Rang, rang...

Va... Tiéng ba d6 reo vui:

— Xong rdi! Con gai! Tai hoa ldm day, con bé nay c6
trang hoa quén c8. Xinh dep, tai hoa 1dm day nay.

Mt ltc sau tieng con bé khdc oe oe.

Khi bd me t6i méi lap gia dinh, mot éng thay béi da
doén 1a bd tdi sé c6 ba ngudi con trai, khong ké con
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géi. B6 toi mong ba ngudi con trai clia 6ng sé anh ding,
tudn td, minh man nén da dit sdn bd tén Anh Ding,
Anh Tudn va Anh Minh. Anh Diing khén ngoan ra ngay
dau tién nén ba va bd me téi yén chi c6 ngudi ndi doi.
Sau ba ¢6 con géi, em Tudn da xuat hién ding ltc dé ba
khoéi mon méi chd mong. Tiép theo em Tuan, ba nang
Phuong Nam, Quynh Mai, Anh Thu lan luct ra doi. Khi
me t6i cé mang 1an nay ca nha yén chi chd dén cu Anh
Minh, tudng 13 sé theo thit tu nhu 1an trude. Bung me toi
mdi ngay mot to ra nhung khong tron cao ma xé xudng.
Lai thém mot bé gai nita. Me t6i thd dai: "Thing Anh
Minh di lac”. B6 t6i ngdm nghi hay tai thang nho khong
thich tén Anh Minh nén b6 téi lay tén Minh dit cho con
bé nay: B Thi Tuyét Minh.

Hai ndm sau me t&i sinh thém mot bé géi cho ba va b
toi mot day “Ngl long cdng chda” vi theo cac cu ngay
xua néu sinh duoc ndm cé con géi lién nhau thi bd me
sé lam an kham khé. Nam con bé xinh nhu nhiing con
blp bé, tir con bip bé Nhat BSn Phuong Nam, mim
mim Quynh Mai, diu dang Anh Thu, mat tron xoe “Miko”
Tuyét Minh dén con bip bé mat nhung “Mi Cun” Thién
Huong. Sau Mi Cun thang con trai tht ba clia bd méi
ding dinh ra doi, bd dat tén em 13 B& Anh Minh Duy.
Cudi cling me t6i con san xudt ¢d Gt Boan Thiy cho
tron ven mot ta, mudi hai ngudi con.

Can nha ludn ron ra tiéng cudi diia clia mot bay con nit.
Ching t6i déu mang dong mau van nghé cla bd, yéu
van chuong, thi phd, mda héat, dan ca. Nha con déng,
luong sT quan clia bd téi chi du cho nhimg nhu cau can
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ban. Me toi phai tan tdo ban budn dé cac con ¢ cude
sbng no da, an udng phi phé va hé duoc di nghi mat Ba
Lat, Nha Trang hay Viing Tau.... B6 toi dat lam mot chiée
ban vita rdng, vira dai bang d4 mai mau xanh ngoc lang
béng, chiém gan hét phong an 1am chd ca nha tu hop
quay quan. Nhiing budi trua hé néng nuc, cau Thang
hodc em Hanh dap xe sang hang kem & dudng Nguyén
Trai mua ca ki 16. D& tiét kiém viéc ria ly me t6i d6 kem
vao chiéc thd 16n dé€ gitta ban, cho méi dda mot céi
mudng, an chung. M4y con bip bé bd ca 1én ban, chdng
mong 1én tran, chdi dau quanh thd kem. Nghéu, so, bc
hén me t&i cling mua ca bao, lude day mot ndi rdi dé ca
ndi lén gitta chiéc ban da, ca G rao rao an nhu tdm an
r5i. Mbi 1an nha d6 banh xéo hay trdng banh cubn, méy
dta nho chia nhau chuc, hé chi d6 xong chiéc banh xéo
hay tréng gan day dia banh cudn 13 bung ngay 1én chiéc
ban da va chi mét loang lai ¢é con nhd khéc cam chiéc
dia khong xubng bép ngdi chd. Budi chiéu sau khi tim,
an com t6i xong ca i duoc tda ra choi & via hé truée
nha, nhu mét bay ¢o trang. Bdng phuc nha trudng 1a
quan 4o trdng nén me tdi mua cd cay vai trang vé may.
Mac sén & nha, séng day di hoc khoi phai thay quan éo.

Bay con ctia bd me tdi ctt nhén nho choi va phén pho
16n. Cubi ndm hoc ndo ciing nghéu nghén vac phan
thuédng vé nha. Bén tudi day thi trude ctra da cé nhiing
cay si. Ca bay lai rtc rich, rfu rit tréu choc nhau. Nhing
hén danh cho cac chang dugc thodi méi dua ra, anh mfi
heo, anh mi d&, anh séu vudn, anh map, anh lUn... Anh
nao qua duoc clra &i éng cu chdng nanh gudm gudm 13
dén su phén xét, chdm diém ctia lit “chao mao mé khé”.

Nhu &nh may tréi - 233



Ngay 30 Thang Tu, nam 1975, tit ca déi thay. Ong bd
phéi di céi tao. Hai cd chi l6n, Dung va Thuan da lap gia
dinh, hai cdu con trai I6n va Van Hanh di du hoc. Con lai
sau dta con géi dang tudi 16n va trai Gt Minh Duy nip
béng me. Me t6i nhu ga me xi1 16ng che chd bay ga con
xao x4c. Mot minh me phai chéo chéng, da vat va cang
vt va hon dé céc con dit khong duoc an ngon nhung
khong bi déi, du khong duoc dién dep nhung khong
dén ndi rach rudi tang thuong. Bd dac trong nha duoc
ban di dan dan nhung chiéc dan duong cam va méy cay
dan ghi ta me t6i khong dem bén vi cac con con gi sau
nhitng gi&s lao ddng va vat va gilip me trong viéc muu
sinh. Chat thi gios ranh i may chi em van tu hop nhau,
thém may ngudi ban, nhat 13 may ngudi con ctia Béc
Gido trong x4m cling nhau ca hat. Anh Hai TDL [am dau
tau lap HOi Ca Cam.

Tudng c yén binh nhu thé, dit nghéo van tim duoc
nhiing niém vui trong hoan canh thanh ban, dam bac.
DPau nam 1978 nha me téi bi kiém k&, ho niém phong
hét nha clra, dd dac va dudi ca nha di kinh té md&i véi
toi danh gia dinh nguy, tu san mai ban. Nam 4y Phuong
Nam dang hoc Nha ttr truéc nam 1975 nén dugc hoc
tiép, Mai va Thu da xong trung hoc nhung khéng duoc
vao dai hoc, Tuyét Minh dang hoc 16p 11, Thién Huong
16p 9, Minh Duy 16p 7 va Poan Thily méi 16p 4. Nhin bay
con, me badm bung thé dai. Tuong lai cac con di vé dau.
Mudn yén than chang duoc yén than. Chiu lam 1 ciing
chéng duoc lam ngudi lam 1a! Me téi tim dudng dua céc
con ra bién, tling dua, tiing dda. Me danh & lai véi bé
Gt dé nudi bd trong ti. Nhd may man va hong phic té
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tién nén cac em toi dén bén b binh an va tir ti tu hoi.

Tuyét Minh méng manh, yéu dudi nhung rat thong minh,
xinh dep, tai hoa. Sang My em vtra tron 18, bd 16p 12,
vao thang Pai Hoc Cong dong. Chi sau hai nam em duoc
nhan vao trudng Pai Hoc Berkeley, nhe nhang lay bang
Ct Nhan va Cao Hoc vé nganh Ky Su Co Khi véi hang
danh du. Dt 1a mot khoa hoc gia gidi, gitt nhiéu chic vu
then chét trong s& lam nhung em van ham mé dan héat.
Tinh nét rat lang man va dam mé, khi hat Minh thudng
dé hét tam tu nén giong ca rat truyén cam. Ray rat nhu
" Ntta Hon Thuong DPau” (nhac Pham Pinh Chuong) hay
tha thiét trong * Nghin Trling Xa Céch” (nhac Pham Duy),
em dugc ménh danh la con chim son ca clia Trudng Dai
Hoc UC Berkeley.

Tuéi tré, tién bac, danh vong, dia vi, nhan sac, Tuyét
Minh déu cé. Bao chang trai theo dudi . Thé ma dinh
ménh tré tréu em khong duoc duyén may, phan dep.
Pudng thénh thang, muct ma, hoa gdm em khong di ma
budc vao nhitng noi chdng gai, bui ram...Hanh phtc gia
dinh tan v&, mét nach hai da con tho, vira lam cha, vira
lam me, em da@ manh mé, can dam, dung nghi luc cla
ngudi thiéu phu tré nuoi day céc con.

Vi cong viée s& Minh duoc di khdp thé gidi, tir Au sang
A, tir My sang Phi. Con ngudi nhay cam va tinh té nén
Minh da hép thu duoc tinh hoa clia nhiéu nén van héa.
Nghién cu, tim hiéu tir cdc nganh nghé thuat, nhing
phong tuc, tap quan dia phuong dén ngay ca van hda
am thuc. Trong nhing budi tu hop dai gia dinh Minh
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ludn 1a dau bép chinh. Minh n&u an rat ngon, trinh bay
that khéo va ¢6 tai danh tréng lang dé khda lap chuyén
that gidi. Khi x6t xa vé sb phan long dong clia em, me
hodc céc chi vira dé cap téi la em da voi vang:

— Me xem con rGt xuong con ga hay khong nay !

Hoac:

— Céi mén Prime Rib nay chi nhd bd mot chit ruou vang nha.
Hf hody ngdi viét cong thitc cho chi rdi cudi:

— Plng quén cho may giot nuéc mam. .. hi hi.

Dt 13 “single mom” Minh van ¢ nhiéu ngudi tir té mubn
chép néi nhung néu hai thang con trai t& ¥ khong bang
I6ng thi em phai chdm dit ngay so cac con budn. Mai
dén khi cac con khén 16n em méi két ban véi * Anh
hang xém”, duoc vai ndm hanh phic, sanh thém thang
con trai thtt ba thi tai uong ap xudng, em téi méc bénh
ung thu.

Hai chi em cting bi bénh ngat nghéo nén déng bénh
tuong lan. Cac con téi da truéng thanh, ba dta con cla
Minh con qué nhd nén long em triu nang au lo. Minh
mudn khoi bénh cho nhanh nén déng ¥ véi bac si ding
chuong trinh héa tri ngdn nhéat, thubc liéu manh nhat
nén bi thudc hanh ta toi. Cac chdu & gan phai dén trong
nom di va gitp di nhitng lGc di bi éi mia. Méi téc dai
muct nhu nhung rung dan, con lai cai so tron xoe, nhan
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béng. Chi em dén tham xét xa. Me téi dau dén. Pau troc
tréng em nhu mot ni cd, van tré, van dep. Minh bi bénh
tat cd anh chi em lao xao, dit dat nuéc ménh mong, moi
ngudi déu cé gia dinh riéng, c6 cong viéc riéng dé lo
toan nhung hé nghe tin chang lanh 13 anh chi em lai tu
vé tham héi, chia sé.

Sau moét nam lam “chemo” va “radiation” Minh lanh
binh, di 1am tré lai, van 1én san kh&u héat trong nhing
dip dugc moi dé gay quy tir thién. Mai téc lai dai muot
ma nhu xua.

Thanh thoi dugc ndm nam thi bénh ¢ téi phat...ung
thu vao t&i xuong. Thuong lam sao... Nhin em, nhin
chi... nghen ngdo... bac si néi: Sau thang! Biét lam g
hon 13 cau nguyén.

— Tai sao Minh kh6 vay chi?

Nghe Minh héi, biét tra 15i sao! Me tdi dén thdm em
thudng va néi em 1ap ban thd Phat, niém Phat Quan Thé
Am ngai sé pht hd cho tdm hén thanh than. Minh tu
tay xay lay mot cai am nho sau vudn 1am noi thd Phat,
hang ngay em ciing thinh chudng va thip nhang nguyén
cau. Nhu cé su mau nhiém, sau khi giai phau cat bd gan
hét may co quan ndi tang, Minh ra khai bénh vién 13 di
1am lai ngay, lai lo toan, tinh toan, sip xép cho tuong lai
ba thang con. May man Minh gap 6ng thay cham ctu
gidi nén cam cu duoc hon ba ndm, nhung stc ngudi cé
han, ung thu tan phé xéac than em, hé théng mién nhiém
khong con, gan hu, than hong, xuong xbp, té bao ung thu
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lén dén 6c. .. Thuong qué Minh oi. .. nhitng con dau hanh
ha x&c than em.

— Tai sao Minh kh&, chi oi tai sao Minh khé vay ha chi?

Minh c6 biét chi bubt rudt nhu thé nao khi nght dén ndi
dau dén cia Minh khong! Ba nhiéu lan chi néi véi Minh
tht ca déu do nghiép luc, nhiing nghiép luc tir doi doi
kiép kiép ndo dé minh da vudng phai nén né dy dua ra
nhiing chuyén xay ra ngoai y mudn ctia minh. Hay vui vé
ma tra nghiép va thanh thoi ma sbéng, quang ganh lo di,
budng bd hét di, vui vé ma sbng.

Minh da gao l1én:

— Tai sao lai v Iy nhu vay ha chi? Vay minh phai tra dén
bao gid méi hét nghiép ctia minh? Kiép sau lai khd nhu
thé nay ntra sao?

— Néu minh khong tao thém nghiép xau, minh khéng cb
tinh 1am hai ai ma ¢ gang lam nhing viéc tét lanh, cham
lam viéc thién thi nghiép ¢l tir tir sé tra dat. Piéu can
nhéat 13 minh giTr tdm thanh than, budng bd hét hé luy &
doi. Nhing chuyén khong tot xay ra ma minh khong cb
¥ 12 do nghiép dua ddy con néu minh cb ¥ lam viéc xau
thi d6 chinh la minh tao thém nghiép cho minh.

Mot hém méy chi em dén tham Minh, em gay qué chi

con da boc xuong nhung nét mat rat vui. Mot con cé
bong lau that to nuéng vang thom phic.
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— Om dau ma con bay vé thé nay!

— Sang nay Minh thay khoe 1&m nén ra cho mua cé vé
nudng. Ca tuci nguyén con boi trong hd dé chi.

— Chi khéng c6 can dam chi con ¢4, ho vét 1én dap cho chét!
Chi mua cé doéng lanh thoi.

— N6 da & trong bé c& & cho rdi, minh khong mua ciing
c6 ngudi khac mua. S6 né t6i ngay chét 13 né phai chét
thoi chi a. Nay chi an thir xem, c& chic ma ngot thit [am,
khéc han cé doéng lanh.

Con cé that to, dia rau sdng tuci xanh bén dia bin trang
nén, mam ném pha rat ngon, Minh 1am bép that khéo.
Khéng hen truéc ma ciing cé mat cd Thuan, c6 em lién
t6i va Thiy, 6 em Gt. Bdn chi em va tai xé cla téi 1a
anh ré ca quay quan géi cd chAm mam ném va an dau
ht chién x& 6t do co Thily dem dén. Vira an vira 6n lai
chuyén ngay xua chi em than thiét, diia nghich. Minh ké
chuyén pha ddm méay anh chang theo chi PN. Cé anh
chang viét tinh thu mot 14 dai nhu sé téo quan lot vao
tay Minh, em dua cho bé, b cho ngay xudng ghé ngdi
lén. Ct thé ké lai cho nhau nghe chuyén nay chuyén kia,
chuyén cla thdi tré con, chuyén cta thoi con géi. Khi
chia tay ra vé tu nhién Minh 6m céc chi va bat khéc:
Hoi nay Minh nghi dén cac chi em nhiéu, Minh mong
gap tht cd moi ngudi”. Lén xe nhin déng gy com em
ding nhin theo ma khéng cam duoc nudc mét.
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Ngay 23 Thang B4y, nam 2011, sinh nhat 50 ctia Minh, céc
chi em hen nhau tré vé, chia viéc cho nhau. Cac chau gai
16n gan gi di hon, Khanh, con clia Hanh hé ct ranh lai
dén tham va ngt lai véi di. Ban bé xa gan kéo vé du ngay
sinh nhat cudi cling ctia em. Tuyét Minh mac chiéc 4o dam
trang nam dé, leo 1ét nhu ngon nén trudc gié, cd gang mim
cudi véi me, véi chi em, ban bé. Cau Thang tir Oklahoma
cling bay voi sang tham.

Chi hai ngay sau, 25/7 /11 Tuyét Minh da trdt hoi thé
cudi cling trong su yéu thuong cda toan thé gia dinh.
Chiing toi & bén em, b4t luc nhin em, hoi thd yéu dan
rdi lim tat. Khéng khéce, khong khéc...bdo nhau khong
duoc khéc. Nudc mat chdy nguoc vao trong. Bay gid
chiéu, gid dinh ménh.

Em mat ngay Tht Hai, Chti Nhat 13 ngay dam tang em.

Céc anh chi em, ban bé 1én doc tiéu s, doc diéu van,
nhac ky niém. Noi t& chic nghi 1& kién trdc nhu mot
thanh dudng, tran cao, nhing khung cra s& kinh dai,
cao, vudt nhon 1én téi tran, thanh thoat. Téi khong tin
& mat toi. Toi nhu ngudi mong du. Toi chua chdp nhéan
su that. Em toi chét that rdi sao. VO Iy

Ngay hom sau, trude khi dua em di, nhém truyén gido
Tin Lanh t&i hat thanh ca...Rdi ca nha ding quanh chiéc
quan tai. Nap hom déng lai. Tim nhéi dau. Vinh biét em.
Mai mai khong bao gics tréng thay em nita. Poan ngudi
lang 1& di. Tdm chi em gai di hai bén chiéc quan tai.
Trong dau t6i: Nam M6 A Di Ba Phat. Nam M6 Quan Thé
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Am B Tét...tiép tuc niém hdng danh Phat. Chiéc hom
dua vao clra 16 thiéu. Mot cai bAm nat. Lra bung lén. ..
Nam Mo A Di Ba Phat. Vinh biét em.

Em nhu mot ang may t6i day va em da trd vé noi nguyén
thay.
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Bén bd ti sinh

Budi séng thit bay, mua he, bau trdi xanh trong khong
mot gon may, mau nang vang chanh, gié nhé nhe mon
man lan da, mui thom clia cé cay, hoa la. .. vuong vuong,
thoang thoang. Con dudng nhd ubn luon nhe nhang,
hai hang cay xanh bén dudng déu tam tip, mot bén he
tréng tiép rép véi nhing ngon ddi nhip nhd ndi nhau
trai dai, in 1én nén trdi, bén kia 13 day nha ndm ngoan
ngoan sau nhiing manh vudn duoc trdng tia vén khéo.
Hai vo chdng téi ling thiing di trong canh trf ém lang,
an binh cta thanh phd nhé nhu con dang say ng.

T6i méi md “cataract” mat bén phai, tinh nghich nhdm
bén mét trai, cdnh vat nhu sang han ra, nhing chiéc 14
that r6 nét, 6ng anh, rung rinh dudi nang, nhing bong
hoa tuoi han 1én reo vui, canh vat trong tréo nhu duoc
nhin qua khung ctta kinh méi duoc lau chti ky luéng
bang Windex. Nhdm méat phai, mé mat trai, van vat nhu
qua mot [6p suong vang duc, md o, nhat nhoa.

Ho6m 4y, khi nam trén ban mé & nha thuong clia trudng
Pai hoc Stanford, van can phong sang trang, van nhing
th tuc théng thudng nhu nhing 1an phai thir nghiém hay
md xé can chup thube mé, sao [ong téi thanh than khong
mot chit u lo. Ting giot thudc an than tir tdi treo trén
cao nhé vao mach mau, téi choi voi, bénh bng.
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— Ba Nguyén, bat dau nhé!

Tiéng ba bac sT nhe nhang thoang bén tai, mat t&i té di,
khéng cam giéc...chot hai ddm den hinh vuéng hién ra
rdi tlr tr moOt vang may mau hong do, mau dé tuyét vai,
bay bay. Mot mang xanh “turquoi” bay luon trén nén
troi xanh trong. C thé nhitng quang may mau sac dep
chua bao gid téi nhin thdy nhe nhang bay bay, choi vai,
chaoi voi...tdi di vao mdt vung an lac tuyét vai, nhu ¢6
tiéng gié nhe nhe, nhu ¢é tiéng tham thi va toi thiép di
trong cdm giac that ém ai la lung.

— Xong roi, ba Nguyén, ba nghi ngoi mét chit rdi vé nhé.
Sang mai trd lai gap toi.

Ba béc si diu dang vd nhe canh tay toi, chiée giudng lai
duoc ddy vé chd doi khi séng.

Trong ddi, hai 1an t6i ¢6 niém sung sudng dy. Niém hanh
phic ménh mdng trong tuyét voi cam gidc, nhu mé
thiép trong hoan lac di thudng... LAn dau tién sau mot
budi toa thién, dat lung xubng giudng, tdi mé dam trong
cam giac nhe nhang, lang lang &y.

— B6 me day sém thé, di nhing dau rdi? B6 me ¢6 1én
nhiing con dudng di bd trén ndi chua?

C6 con gai dang tia may cay hdng trong khu vudn trude
clta nguéc 1én hai khi thay ching téi vé.

— Chua, bé me méi di quanh day théi. Nha cta dep,
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khong khi that ém &, thanh binh. Mai cac chau cé di leo
nai, ¢ di “hiking” nhé ri dng ba di cing nha!

Tuadn nay ching tdi & choi nha ¢d con géi, nhu mot ky
nghi he.

— Mdi 6ng ba vao uong ca phé, an tam mét mieng banh
“croissant” rdi chiing con dua 6ng ba qua San Francisco chai.

Tiéng c4u con ré tlr trong nha vong ra, mui ca phé tda
ra thom ngat.

Pa 1au khong ghé SE khung canh van nhu xua, khong
thay d6i, bau trdi xdm, nhiéu may. Mlia hé van phai mac
40 4m. Van nhiing chiéc xe dién kéu leng keng, chd du
khach tham thanh phé. Con dudng Lombart van ngoan
nghoéo va nhiing con dbc dung ding lam chiin budc
nhitng ngudi 14i xe khong ctng. .. Khu quanh bién van tap
nap khach nhan du. .. Sau khi l4i xe mot vong quanh phd,
chiing t&i xubng mét cong vién cho cac chéu chay nhay,
choi mét rdi vao phd Tau dn mi trong mét tiém khé ngon.

V& t6i nha con sém cac chau ra xudng hd boi.

— Me méi “surgery”, xubng hd boi me can than nghe. ..
Co con géi ludn miéng nhéc vi chau nghe ké cé ngudi
sau khi m6 “cataract” khong gitt gin kj nén bi thong
manh, nhin moi vat khéng ré nia.

Mang cap kinh den to ban clia nha thuong cho, t6i nam
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trén chiéc phao ndi trong moét géc khuét ctia hd bai
mac cho may 6ng chdu choi dua. Hai vo chong ¢d con
gai lti hii stta soan cho bira an tdi ngoai vuon.

Budi sang troi khdng may, bay gid vai cum may trang ti
dau téi, lang thang trén bau troi xanh trong dua téi vé
thoi gian méi cach day vai nam ma tudng chiing nhu xa
xOi 1am.

Mot budi chiéu dang & s& lam toi 1én con ho sac sua,
ho nhu xé rudt gan, nuéc mat chay ran rua, tdi phai xin
phép vé sém. Toi rat ghét di béac sivi khong thich canh
ngdi dai ngudi chd doi nén thudng khi bi ho nhu thé téi
chi ubng thubc ho, nhd nha t6i xoa dau néng khap chau
than rdi nam nghi. Sau mot gidc ngt dai 13 khoe lai ngay.
Lan &y nha téi nhat dinh dua téi di bac si.

Sau nhitng kham nghiém théng thudng, ba béc si lay
mot dung cu nho kep vao ngdn tay toi. Doc két qua ba
thét lén:

— Ba Nguyén, ba phai nhap vién ngay. P oxygen trong
mé&u ba thap qué, chua dén td&m muoi phan tram!

B3 ndi nhan vién goi ngay xe ctiu thuong. Hai vo chdng
nhin nhau té diéng. Tram trong vay sao! Xe ctu thuong
dén, moi vat nhu lao xao va téi nhu ngudi moéng du,
nam trén chiéc bang ca, chui vao 1ong chiéc xe hu coi
chay nhanh.
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Trong phong cAp cdu tdi van thang thdt, mdi tudn trudce di
Houston &n Tét véi gia dinh ¢ em gai, khde manh khéng mét
triéu chiing ndo, bay gid nam day nhing day ciing nho. Vo
thuong dén vay sao!

M&i ngay y ta dén 14y mau, ¢t vai tiéng lai do nhip tim,
do huyét 4p, dua t6i chui vao hét méy no, may kia dé
tim binh. M4y hdm d6 trdi chuyén mua, gan nhu ngay
nao clng c6 mua, c6 ngay mua nhe, c6 ngay mua nhu
vl bao, gié rit tiing con. Budi chiéu sau khi tan s 1a nha
t61 va chau Gt lai dén tham, ngdi bén giudng dén tbi mit
m&i vé. Ban dém con lai mét minh t6i khong tai ndo ngl
duoc, 1ong ngdn ngang tram mdi, mét mai thiép di thi
y té lai vao dé do nhiét do, do tim, do méu, 14y mau dé
thir nghiém.

T6i con nhé nhu in budi téi sau khi lam “Angiogram”,
nha téi va chau Gt dang ngdi canh giudng. Vién béac si
dén da than nhién néi:

— T6i rat budn, ba Nguyén, ba vudng phai mot can
bénh hiém, “Pulmonary Hypertension”, binh khong
chita duoc, chi doi thay phdi, thay tim. Ba con sdng hai
nam... hay thu xép va hay vui nhiing ngay con lai.

Mat nha toi trang béch ra va thang con can méi, dui mat
dé ngan tiéng nac. Téi diéng ngudi nhan ban &n t hinh!

Tbi c6 cam gidc mat téi nhu danh lai va ngudi nhu té di.

Budi séng hdm sau, ngdi trén chiéc xe lan r&i khdi bénh
vién. Tt nay toi la ké tan phé. Mdi lGc nao cling phai ¢
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bng thé oxygen. Tdi that su thanh ngudi tan phé!

Sau mot tudn mua gié, hom &y trdi ndng Am. T6i nhé can
nha nhé cda téi, xa ¢6 hon mudi ngay ma tudng chuing
nhu lau 1dm. Trudc nha, ca day Hong doc 16i di day hoa.
Budc ra san sau tham khu vudn nhd, van vat nhu tuoi
cudi trong nang, cay Apricot hoa chi chit tir gbc dén
ngon, mau hdng diu dang nhu mau hoa Anh Pao cta
Nhat. Cay Man day hoa tring xda trén canh. Cay Dao
an trai hoa thua hon, mau hong dam hon, duyén dang
& mot géc vuon. Bén hong nha mot dan Nho vom tron
hinh vong cung, 14 non xanh va nhing chim nho xinh
xinh da tuong hinh. Bao pht mat dat ting khoadng ctc
tim, clc vang nd rd, nhing bdng “Lily of the Nile” cling
nhu c¢b vuon 1én mim cudi véi toi... va thoang thoang
huong thom clia bui hoa Nhai tron 14n huong hoa Hong,
dan hoa Hong véi nhitng bong hoa nhd xiu bang dong
hai muoi 1am xu, mau hdng phén, thom nhé nhe. Hai
cay Bong Gidy dé tham quan quyt hai bén cot “patio”.

Bay giy |3 mlia xuan, chim non rfu rit truyén canh. Canh
dep qua, thién nhién dep qua. Téi nhu say véi ndng, mau
nang that ngot ngao. Tdi nhu say véi gid, lan gié that
thom tho. Ting phién 14 rung rinh, ting canh hoa khoe
sac... Troi oi... canh tuoi dep thé kia, ti yéu qua... thé
ma chi hai nam, hai nam 13 hai muoi tu théng, 13 bay
tram ba muoi ngay tdi phai vinh vién roi xa. Toi chi con
thoi gian ngdn ngti nhu thé trén c6i doi nay sao... va
toi da bat khéc.

Nhing chudi ngay tiép theo @ &, budn nan. Ban ngay
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chi con minh téi trong can nha vang, di vao, dira... du
sao tdi cling phai stra soan. .. stta soan cho mdt chuyén
di that xa, vé mién mién vién. Pau éc méng lung, nghi
quan nghi quanh roi lai viii dau vao gbi ma khéc, khéc
cho vai, khéc cho thda. Ban dém gidc ngli chap chon
v6i nhitng con 4c méng, tinh day mét nhoai, tran trd.

T6i thdy minh nhu dang di trén mét canh dong ving ldng, hoang
vut. Troi xdm va hinkh nhu 14t phdt mdy giot mua. Doi niii ménh
mong, c6 ménh mong, nhitng béng c6 may nhu bam vao mdt,
nhitng ngon ¢é dai nhu vudng vao chan. Cam gidc bo vo dén tot
cling. Bong mét dam nguoi tie ddu a tdi dudi don toi vao mot
ngo sdu hun hit, nhu mot con duong ham toi den. Toi cdm dau
chay va nhu hang chan, bing tinh, tim ddp manh, mét nhoai.

Tt ngay & nha thuong vé toi hay ¢é nhiing con 4c mong
nhu thé. Trong con mo t6i thudng gap nhiing ddm ngudi
den dda, ban thiu, khong ra mat ngudi, khong ra mat
quy chay dudi toi va toi chay trdi chét cho dén khi hoac
nhu vap phai vat gi hoac vi qué nhuoc stc téi G & viing
tinh day.

Tdi nghe ndi khi con ngudi & bén bd tlr sinh hay nhap
nhoa, chap choang nhin duoc ¢di bén kia, mot thé gidi
v6 hinh ma khi manh khde, dudi anh mat troi ta khong
nhin thdy. T6i nhé hdi me chdng t6i binh, dén gan ngay
cu mat cu hay mé sang: " Sao & dau ra ma ldm ngudi vao
nha minh thé nay... Budi di, dudi ching né di”.

Téi bubt rudt khi nght dén cha me tdi, hai than gia com
i sé phan Ung ra sao néu téi bat hiéu di truéc, bay chi
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em mdi ndm van riu rit gdp nhau va... con, chau toi...
T6i sap phai rdi xa tht ca... C6 dém téi mo toi mac chiée
4o dai nhung dé nam binh an trong chiéc quan tai, dén
nén lung linh va t6i bay nhu chim trong bau troi bat ngat,
thodi mai, nhe nhang.

Téi yéu va héc héc han vi lo budn, vi khé ngtl, vi nghi
ngoi lung tung. Ngay nghi nha tdi dua di bd quanh khu
nha & hoac ra khu cdng vién ¢6 ¢é hoa tuoi tét cho tinh
than sang khoéi nhung ct di duoc mdt quang ngan 1a
toi phai ding lai thd dbc, 1én ba bén bac cau thang tim
da dép thinh thich phéai ngting!

Cho dén mot dém lii nguoi dd lai dudi theo téi, toi ldy hét sic
binh sinh cam dau chay. Nhitng budc chan chay theo dang sau
don ddp, nhu gan, thdt gan. Khdng hiéu sao toi quay ngodt lai,
nhin thang vao ddm nguoi den dia, bédn thiu dé gan giong:

— Sao tui bay theo tao hoai vy, cé di di khong?

Roi t6i lao thang téi dudi lai ho. Ho quay ngudi chay di va bién
mat. K& tix lan Ay toi khong nam mo thdy minh bi ruot dudi nita.

Céc ban trong s& chia nhau dén phu ndu com nuéc va
chuyén trd 1am toi vui. Cac ban & xa biét tin ciing dién
thoai héi tham, gi kinh sach va bang gidng clia céc
Thay. Toi bat dau tap thién. Cau em ré dem bai chi dan
céch tap Dich Can Kinh bao t6i ¢b tap. Hang tuan toi
phai di ba bac s, mdt chuyén vé tim, mot chuyén vé
phdi va van phai trd lai ba bac si gia dinh. M&i thang
phai dén phong kham bénh cta trudng Dai Hoc UCLA
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dé béc si chuyén mon vé binh Pulmonary Hypertension
diéu tri. Tiéu Linh, ban cta co em tdi, PhD vé Pong v,
sau khi bat mach, kham binh c6 cho mét toa thubc tang
cuong thé luc, can bang khi huyét va nhin sic dién toi
co néi: "Chi con vuong lam, can nhat 13 gitt tam thanh
than va tinh than viing vang thi chi sé vuot qua.”

M&i tbi tdi ngdi khoanh chan tap thé. Téi chua thé xua di
nhiing tap niém, chua thé lang tAm tu minh nhu 16ng gan
binh nudc tdo. Téi 6n lai cude ddi téi tir thud du tho dén
ldc trudng thanh, nhing vt va gian nan sau nam 1975
khi chdng phai di cai tao, nhitng vinh nhuc khi 1én voi ldc
xubng ché, nhiing ngay lénh dénh trén chiéc thuyén con
ra khoi vuot bién, nhitng khé khan khi mét nach hai dda
con tho phai lam lai tir dau véi hai ban tay tring, phat 1én
rdi that bai va bay gid lai mac can binh hiém nghéo. Tai
sao? Tai sao?... nhiing cau hdi c dan vt trong dau éc.
Cé nhitng ltc t&i nhu ngdp thé rdi lai dan 1ong xudng, tap
trung dé ¢ gang hit vao that sau va thd ra that tir ti.

Nha t6i 13 ngudi ft néi lai cang it néi. Mudn an i vo
ma chang biét néi sao, chi nhac nhé udng thude, chiu
khé dua di bac sT va & ngai khi thay téi a dot, budn
phién. Thang chau dt ra vao im lim, khéng dam 1am gi
gay tiéng dong manh, len 1én nhin me xét thuong. Thinh
thoang toi bat gap nha toi ngdi trong x4 tdi khéc lang
|&... Khéng khi trong nha that am dam, thé luong.

Nghi dén 151 néi ctia dng bac s va khudn mat vo cam cla
Ong ta toi that gian va khi dén phong mach ctia dng t6i da

héi thang:
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— Thua béc si, 6ng c6 phai 1a Thuong Dé khong ma ong
biét r& ngay gids t6i chét? Sao 6ng ¢b thé ndi nhu vay
v6i bénh nhan? Néu tinh than ngudi binh khéng ving
thi toi nght ho ¢6 thé chét vi 161 néi clia 6ng cht khong
phai vi can binh.

Ong béac s c6 vé khong phat 1ong con dem qua tim bang
plastic ra dé gidng giai. Ong dua nhiing tai liéu vé can bénh
nay va chiu khé ngdi tra 15 nhitng cau héi van veo cla
t61. Tém lai binh chua cé thube chita, con ngudi sbng nhds
méu dua oxygen di nudi co thé, ap suat trong phdi cao nén
phdi khé hap thu Oxygen, phdi khéng lam viéc tot thi tim
phai lam viéc nhiéu, phai bom méu nhiéu lan hon cho dt
luong oxygen can thiét va nhu thé thanh clia qua tim sé
day ra, to ra, dén mot ngay tim sé chai cting, sé dinh cong
khong lam viéc nira. . .va dng khuyén toi phai cdm 6ng thé
vao mdi c& ngay 1an dém dé€ tang cudng nong dd oxygen
trong méu cho tim bét khé, doi dén ngay gap co héi ¢6
tim phdi san sang dé thay. Bénh vién & UCLA da ghi téi vao
danh sach chd ngudi cho tim phéi.

Trdi chdm Thu, gié nhé nhe, ndng hanh hanh. Rang phong
hai bén duong da bat dau d6i mau. Sau may thang da quen,
&ng tha khéng lam téi vudng viu. Giong néi hién tir, diu dang
nhu ngudi cha gia ctia thay Thich Thanh Tir qua cac bang
gidng da cho téi hiéu vé 16 vo thudng, vé Iy nhan duyén, vé
luat nhan qua va nhét 13 v& nghiép luc ctia con ngudi qua
doi doi kiép kiép. Thai ky xubng tinh than da qua, budi sang
ra san sau tap thé thao, ngam trdi dat, cd cay, nhing chiéc
14 vang da lac dac roi. Téi yéu doi nhung ti khdng so chét.
Ai cling phai chét, c6 ai sbng hoai. Toi thay téi that hanh
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phtic da duoc béo trude chudi ngay con lai, dé cé thi gics
ngAm nghi vé cudc doi, vé than phan con ngudi. Téi khong
con dan vat minh, khéng con than trdi trach dat. Téi hét so
sanh véi cac em, cac ban dé budn tdi vé dinh ménh nghiét
nga ctia minh. Séng mét ngay vui mot ngdy, toi tu nha va toi
san sang ding day nhu bao 1an trong cudc doi toi da ting
guc nga rdi lai can rang diing day dé vuon 1én. Néu c6 vudng
nghiép tir mudn kiép trudc thi toi vui long tra cho hét nghiép
trong kiép sbng nay va toi stta soan san sang dé ra di.

Toi vao "Recreation Center” tim 16p hoc. Téi hoc vé, hoc
lam db gbm va hoc trang trf nha clra. Téi ¢6 thém nhiéu
ban mdi, nhitng ngudi gia da vé huu, nhitng ngudi noi tro
sau khi dua con di hoc thi vao trudng. Ngdi trong 16p toi
cham chd nan nhiing binh hoa, séng tao nhiing vat dung
trong nha. Téi khic nhing con bip bé Nhat Ban that 13
xinh. RSi nhiing ngay dep trdi toi dem gid vé ra vudn dé
dam minh vao thé giéi ctia mau séc. Téi bt dau viét van.
Néu khéng binh téi cé duoc vé huu sém va sbng thoai
méi nhu thé nay khong?

M&t chi ban giii cho hot cai thube ctia Nhat, 14 cai tua
nhu 14 rau cai lan bdo gieo hét trong cay lay 14 an tot
1&m. Téi rac ludn ca gbi, chi may thang da cé cai non
an. C6 ngudi ban khéc gl cho dia tap Subi Ngudn Tuoi
Tré. Thé 13 ct budi séng thi Dich Can Kinh va budi tbi
thi SNTT. Khi ngdi thién t6i da bét nghi ngai lung tung,
hit vao that sau va khi tho ra toi thay r6 ludng hoi am
chuyén trong ngudi. Bén canh thubc tay t6i da ubng
may tram thang thubc bic. Ubng thudc tay nhiéu khi
chita duoc phdi lai hdng gan. Thubc bac gia ting hé
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théng mién nhiém va gitp diéu hoa khi huyét.

Th&i gian tir tir trdi, toi tim dén ban than, dén noi hoi
hop. Téi hét mac cam véi &ng tube oxygen con dlia gién
13 minh cé n@ trang dac biét. Tréu choc éng chong gia
clia t&i dé “cheer him up”. Hét han hai ndm téi thay khoe
khoan hon, khi gdp ngai bac si da phan sau hai nam téi
phai chét, éng ta cudi:

— Ba Nguyén, ba 14 bénh nhan tuyét voi. Ba 1a bénh
nhan dau tién mac bénh hiém nay ma khong bi toi té
hon. Ba rang cam cu thém vai ndm, ho dang nghién ctu
nhiéu, hy vong sé tim ra thudc tét dé chira can binh nay.

Tém nam da qua... bay gid tdi van con day!

March 2011
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Tinh gia

Nam nay troi dat la ling, khi hau that ky quac. Tun 1&
trude tét mua gié lién mién, hai ngay dau ndm trdi am
u, xdm ngoét va sting nudc. Trdi néng lanh, thay déi bat
thudng nén gan nhu nha nao cling ¢é ngudi binh, khéng
bm nang cing cdm mao, ho hang.

Pém Ram Théng Giéng, ba Phién kéo man cta s tim
trang. Thudng nhitng dém trang sang ba cé thd nhin
|én bau trdi cao dé t&m hdn bénh bdng, phiéu lang vao
nhitng ky niém ém dém xa xua. Dém nay trang bi khuat
trong 16p may mu day dac, troi tdi den nhu dém ba
muoi. Tiéng mua roi tf tach, khdng nhe nhang 14t phat
nhu mua xuan. Ong ba ndm cling giudng ma mdi ngudi
theo dudi mot ¥ nghi riéng. Ba binh gan hai tudn nay, bi
cim hanh ta toi, mac dit hai 6ng ba da cin than nam
nao cting di chich nglra tr Thang Mudi Mot. Hom nay ba
da d6 thi lai dén phién 6ng.

Ong kéu lanh, mac bdn 16p 4o, khan len quén c8, dau doéi
m{ ma van kéu lanh. Ba phéi van céi 1o sudi nhd trong
phong, hudng vé phia 6ng ma 6ng van thay lanh va én

con ho nhu xé phéi.

Ba nhom day luc ta dau giudng 14y lo dau Bdo Tam An.
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— P& tbi xoa dau cho éng nha!

— Ba xoa hai gan ban chan cho tdi dugc rbi, khoi phai
xoa nguc, lung. T6i mac di 4o 4m.

— Xoa dau dé cha sat cho méau huyét luu thong, ngudi
néng lén tir bén trong ma.

Ong Phién ngoan ngoan dé ba cha sat trudc nguc va hai
bén canh phdi sau lung rdi dén hai ban chan. Tam ém,
khéng thay 6ng ho nita.

B3 nam lim dim nghi dén may dta chau. Thang Thién Y
cling dang ho, con Minh Uyén cling dang cdm, hai dta
nudc mi chdy rong rong. Hom nay thay méat ching né da
hoi dé va kém nhém dé ghén, ba dinh mai phai bao bd
me chiing né dua di bac si. G nha ba chi xoa dau rdi cho
ubng Tylenol, tré con phai cho di kham binh ngay xem sao,
khong dé 6m 1au mét stc.

Chot canh tay 6ng quang qua ngudi ba.

— Minh ai...Anh thuong minh qué!

- 77?7

— Anh di truéc khéng biét minh ra sao!

— O hay, sao hdm nay 6ng l4m cdm thé! Moi khi téi doi
chét truéce thi 6ng nhat dinh gianh di truéc ma.
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— Cudc doi ngan ngtii qué phai khdng minh!

Giong &ng Phién nhu nghen lai, hai giot nuéc mét &m am
cling Ga ra khée méat ba. Nhé khi ba vira qua con binh nang,
cac con dua 6ng ba di du thuyén choi cho khuay khoa. Mot
dém dang nam ngl trén tau, dng nam mo, kéu G &:

—Plung bd anh, dung bd anh!

Ba lay 6ng day, quay qua thdy vo dang nam bén canh,
dng 6m chat 14y ba.

— Anh méi bi 4c moéng. Em chay di, em bay di, anh cb
chay duéi theo em.

Sang hdm sau ba con tréu 6ng:

— Chac lai nhé ¢6 nao rdi ch gi? Lau qua minh dau cd
xung hé anh em dau nao.

Hai 6ng ba 14y nhau da hon bdn muoi nam. Ong nhé hinh
anh co n{ sinh bé béng 6ng theo dudi, yéu thuong ngay
dd, nhitng cam dong clia dém tan hén, nhiing ngot ngao
clia tudn trang mat rdi dén ndi nhé quét quay cta éng
trong nhitng nam thang dai trong trai cai tao. Bao nhiéu ky
niém, vui ¢6, budn ¢é ¢t tn tn kéo vé.

Hai &ng ba nhéc nhau, én lai nhing chuyén cii roi tir tir
tiéng 6ng thd déu, rdi édng than nhién kéo gb. Ba khé
ngl hon 6ng, nhat 13 khi ¢6 chuyén gi ban rén trong
dau. Ba thao thic c6 khi thau dém.
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Vo chdng nhu dtia cé déi, tir ngay lay nhau gan nhu hai
6ng ba khéng hé xa céch, trir nhitng ndm 6ng phai di t
cai tao. Bén khi vé huu, sau su mat mat nhing ngudi
than trong gia dinh, rdi dén su ra di cdia nhing ngudi
cling trang la, 6ng ba biét 1& vd thudng, biét rang sinh
tr 13 chuyén phai dén nén ciing da stta soan cho ddi
sbng tam linh, stra soan cho cudc hanh trinh cubi cling
duoc thanh than, nhung chua bao gid nghi dén van dé
con chiée dia 1é.

Pém sau, bén tiéng ngdy mét nhoc clia &ng, ba tran trd.
Nghi dén hoan canh nhiing ngudi trong hoi gia ma thinh
thoang ba dén hop. Ba cu Tién ¢ cd dan con ma cu éng
mé&t méy nam rdi, cu ba van sdng mot minh vo vo. Céc
con cu rat hiéu thdo, ngoan ngoan. Cu cé bay ngudi con,
hai cau con trai 4y vo My nén di nhién cu khong hop vi
bat ddng ngdn ngi, khéc xa vé phong tuc, tp quan. Me
chdng con dau gap nhau chi “hi, hello” cho phai phép rdi
thoi. Ca hai cap déu chi truong khdng sanh nd vi ngai
trach nhiém va so khong lo ndi cho con cai. Thé ma mot
cap thi nudi ca bay ché con mot cap thi nudi méy con
meéo dé ma &m bdng, hon hit. Nam ¢d con géi clia cu
déu hoc hanh thanh dat, gia dinh ém 4m, hanh phic, c6
nao ciing ¢ mot, hai dda con. Khi cu 6ng méi méat, ca
nam cd déu moi me vé & cling, cu nhat dinh khong chiu,
cu yéu can nha ky niém ctia cy, nha da tra hét no va khu
vudn hai cu cham bén may chuc nam nay cu khong thé
rdi xa. Dao nay cu bat dau yéu, di ding lom khom, cac
con hop nhau lai ban 1a méi c6 sé soan mot phong riéng
dé cu sé luan phién & véi mdi co vai thang, khi chan lai
sang nha con khéac. Cu clng thtr di mét vong nhung cu
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néi nd thé nao ay, & dau ciing lang thang nhu ngudi & tro.
Nha cu van quen, chd dé éng tam, chd dé€ lo thubce cu
biét 18, vao bép mubn lay céi mudng, doi dia biét ngay
né & dau, & nha cac con mbi dita sap mot kiéu, mudn 14y
céi gl thi m& hét ngan nay dén ngan khac méi tim thay.
Cu con than gia rdi an ft nhung hay &n vat, 3 nha con ct
xubng luc ta lanh hodi so ré né cudi, so chau ndi ba an
vung. Céc ba ban chi biét phi cudi vi nhitng chuyén cu ké
va néi cu c¢é phic ma khong biét hudng hanh phic minh
6. C6 thé chi vi trong tham tam cu van nghi theo kiéu c6
xua, con trai méi 1a ngudi dé nuong cay lic tudi gia. G véi
con gai cu van ¢ mac cam véi con ré va may ngudi thong
gia. Chac dén ltc cu yéu dudi han, khi ldc ndo clng can
phai cé ngudi & gan bén, cu méi thay déi v kién, d6i quan
niém sdng. Phan déng cac dng ba khac thudng than thd
vi con, vi chdu, & bén ndy moi ngudi ban ron cha ai dé y
dén ai, & v6i con trai thi ngai con dau, & véi con géi thi
so phién con ré.

Ba Quy thi mong chau, gn bdy muci ma chua cé chau
dé am bdng, hii hi. HOi con dii ca hai dng ba thi ba thay
khong can thiét. Khi vé huu éng ba di choi khap noi, méi
nam di du lich thé gi¢i miy phen, khong ké nhing chuyén
di choi gan véi may ngudi ban than. Bay gis cdon mot minh,
ba Quy méi thay thém tiéng néi cudi riu rit tré tho. Ba uée
ao hai con trai cia ba sanh cho ba vai da chdu ndi, ba sé
bién can nha clia ba thanh nha tré, ba sé thué ngudi phu
v6i ba cham séc céc chéu, ba sé khong thiét di dau nita.

Con mdt sb 6ng ba khac 1é ban thi di tim ngudi cling cd
don nhu minh dé chia sé budn vui. Cac éng ba cho rang
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cling mot la méi hiéu duoc nhau, tudi tré khdng cam
théng duoc, ding trong mong gl nhiéu & con céi thi sé
khoéng cé nhiing thét vong dén dau.

Nhu cé tiéng s6t soat & phong khéch, ba xich lai gan
6ng nhu tim su che chd. Eo 6i, néu & mdt minh ba sé so
1&m. TU khi 14y chdng, ba chua bao gid ngdi mot minh,
khéng cé chdng thi ¢6 con, c¢é chau. Théi théi, khéng
dam nghi tiép nita, ba cb db gibc ng.

Budi sang 6ng day sém, thdy ba dang ngl ngon, hoi
thd déu, tiéng ngéy nhé nhe. Qua khung ctra s6, troi da
rang séng, quang dang, hita hen mét ngay nang dep.
Ong vuon vai, cam gidc dm dau nhu bién mat. Ong chiu
khé tap thé duc déu dan, di bo déu mbi budi sang va
an udng rat chiing muc nén 6ng van gitt duoc than hinh
ran réi so véi nhiing ngudi ciing tudi véi 6ng. Budc ra
san sau, 6ng thay hoi déi bung, lam nhiing déng tac thé
thao thong thudng rdi ngdi doc séch, chd ba day dé
cling ubng ca phé va an diém tam budi sang.

Ong sé lam gi khi khong con ba & canh? Ba sé ra sao
néu 6ng di trudc? Nghi dén ba, éng lai thuong, dii gi ba
cling da hon sdu muoi, chic chén ba sé khong di bude
nita nhung 6ng biét tinh ba hay nghi ngoi, lai dé tai
than, khong cé 6ng, ai che chd, ai bénh vuc ba? Con céi
thuong me, dau ré ciing ngoan ngoan biét diéu, nhung
tudi tré hay vo , vo ti dé 1am con ngudi nhay cadm nhu
ba bi tén thuong.

— Ong day sém thé? Khde han chua ma da ra vudn?
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Tiéng ba tlr trong nha néi vong ra.

— May ngay mua gid, xdm xi, hdbm nay cé nang, ba ra
ngdi hong nang chit cho khoe.

— Ong an gi ndo0? Com tring hay banh mi tring?

— Cai gi cling duoc!

— An trong nha hay an ngoai vudn?

— Ngoai nay di, 1au 1dm méi cé6 mét ngay nédng 4m.

Mot lde sau ba khé né bung mot khay véi hai dia com
tring néng héi con bde khéi va hai tach ca phé.

Mot dan bo dang thiing thinh nhai cé trén ngon ddi sau
nha. Canh that yén tinh, thanh binh.

Ba nhin 6ng, mai téc bac pho nhu nhiing sgi to éng anh
trong nang. Mot tuan nita 13 dén ngay Valentine, ba da dat
mot tAm hinh hai ngudi trong tudn tring mat & ba Lat in
va0 “canvas” dé tang dng, khdng biét 6ng cé nhé ngay nay
khong va 6ng sé mua tang ba cai gi. Hoi con & Viét Nam,
hang nam c vao ddng ky niém ngay cudi la 6ng lai nhé
mua cho ba mét bé hdng nhung. Sau bay lam, nhiing xa
hoa phtl phiém &y bi loai bd. Khi 6ng di ti cai tao vé, ngay
ky niém ctia vo chdng, ba chi ndu ndi bdn riéu hay 1am
bita btin cha cho ca nha an ma ciing chang néi Iy do. Nam
1980, khi vuot bién sang day, ngay & Valentine dau tién,
ong da ra vudn cta c6 em héi cho ba hai chtim hoa dudi
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chdn mau dé. Nhiing nam sau dé 6ng lubn nhé nhung chi
dem vé cho ba mét déa hoa hdng. Cho dén khi 6ng ba vé
& véi con chau thi 6ng mua hop chocolate to tuéng dé ca
may ba chau cling an.

Nhé lai chuyén dém hom qua, ba nam lay tay 6ng néi
nhé:

— Ong ding lo viéc clia Ong Trdi. Chiing minh con ¢
nhau, bén nhau dén ngay hom nay thi hay vui nhitng ngay
con lai. Bén dau hay dén dé. .. hoi stic ddu ma lo... Quan
trong nhat 13 céi tdm thanh than, an vui ngay hém nay.

Ong siét tay ba, nhin ba va trong [dng nht tham, Valentine
nay phai mua ting ba mot bé hoa hdng that dep.
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Love story

The brilliant morning sun is glistening through the
distant hills, dancing and flirting with vivid colors of
wild flowers, and gently kissing the edges of every tree
branch. The valley is welcoming the enchanting return
of spring, and is flooded with the sights and sounds of
chirping birds, buzzing bees, and blooming little buds.
Another long dreadful winter is over, and in its place
spring has finally come.

Khue has just awoken, her sleeping husband lying beside
her snoring quietly. She gazes adoringly upon his gentle
face and chuckles. As newlyweds, his snore sounded like
a melody from a violin, a symphony of happiness and
hope of their life to come. After years of marriage and a
slew of children, that symphony has since turned into the
sound of chainsaws ravaging through trees and branches.

Khue and Thien have shared their lives for nearly forty
years. Three children, and half dozen of grandchildren
have since been added to their wedded bliss. Together
they have gone through many seasons of life, and
are now basking in the serene autumn glow of their
matrimony, closer and more complete than ever.

Tiptoeing quietly out of their bedroom, Khue sneaks
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to their backyard with steaming cup in hand ready to
enjoy her morning ritual. Sitting snuggly in her garden
rocking chair, she sips her warm coffee gazing up at the
fluffy white clouds as they float through the brilliant
blue sky. Breathing deeply and humming quietly, she let
her mind drift down memory lane to her childhood in
her homeland of Vietnam, to a place named Da Lat, the
Valley of Love.

Memories of her childhood summers spent in this
majestic place would always bring a smile to her face. Da
Lat is a quant little town nestled in the rolling mountains
of central Vietham. Mornings were often spent lazily
wandering the secluded woods, whispering her secretive
dreams and childhood love crushes to the whistling pine
trees and sunbathed bushes. Afternoons were spent by
the lake, strolling through narrow roads of the French
quarters, marveling at the European inspired architecture
with gorgeous manicured gardens and romantic water
fountains. At night she would sit outside on the balcony
gazing aimlessly upon the moonlit sky making wishes on
every star, hoping and dreaming of the fateful day when she
would meet her prince, like Juliet waiting for her Romeo.

In those days, young girls were timid and reserved.
Interaction with members of the opposite gender was
limited, and finding a gentleman suitor was a lengthy
task. They were expected to act like ladies, to wait
and be passive during courtship. Often times, many
parents would opt to marry their daughters through the
traditional use of a matchmaker. Khue had become a
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blossoming young lady who naturally spent countless
hours creating her ideal soul mate and dreaming of her
prince charming. She longed for the sweet sensation
of her first kiss, the warmth of her first embrace, and
passion of being swept off her feet and living happily
ever after, just like a fairy tale.

High school graduation was a joyous occasion, and
marked a significant milestone in Khue's life. Her family
gave her a glorious party where everyone celebrated
proudly, for Khue was truly turning into a fine young
woman. A gentleman admirer even sent a beautiful
bouquet of red roses with an attached hand written
note, which read, "Best wishes for a bright future.
May today be the first day of your life journey filled
with endless happy days. Signed, Thien.” This was the
perfect icing on top of such a momentous occasion.
Khue recalled first meeting Thien at the last final exam
of her high school career. He was a student teacher
acting as the exam proctor during that day. As she
concentrated intently on answering her final questions,
she could feel his eyes gazing on her with admiration,
and that night she went to bed dreaming of him. Little
did she know, on the other side of town Thien was also
thinking of her with affection and adoration, but was
reluctant to pursue any further romance. After all, she
was a girl who just barely graduated high school, and he
was her teacher, if only for just a day. It would be many
years before the two would meet again, and fate would
bring them together.
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Khue is the oldest daughter of a large family with many
girls. She was brought up by young progressive thinking
parents who emphasized the importance of education,
principles and values. She was taught the etiquette,
manners and life skills of “Cong Dung Ngon Hanh” that
would help her become a model daughter, sister, wife,
and mother. She grew up well in a sheltered, loving
and somewhat privileged environment along with her
siblings. Her childhood was picture perfect and filled
with wonderful memories, despite occurring during the
backdrop of tormented war.

College years were extremely busy and tiring for Khue,
but she and her lady friends still managed to find time
for social outings, strolls downtown full of gossip and
chatter, and catching the latest movies at the cinema.
During test times, they would fix a large pot of strong
Vietnamese coffee and study for days on end with little
sleep, and their faces would be pale and ghostly from
fatigue and feel relief upon the successful completion
of every exam. During her college years, Khue was
allowed to date, but her parents insisted that her
dates only take place in the living room of their home
under watchful supervision. She remembers fondly the
countless one on one conversations her mother would
have with her potential gentlemen suitors that would
seem so awkward and endless.

Hieu came into her life and left an endearing and lasting
impression. Perhaps it was a love that snuck in too softly her

for taste. Khue had such a longing for a deep, passionate
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and soulful love and it consumed her immensely. “L-O-V-E
the four letter word that makes the world go round, the
sweetest joy, the wildest woe.” Was this love? Should love
be merely comforting and nothing more? Her woman’s
intuition unfortunately detected his ambivalence, and her
pride and desire for real romance would not allow this to
go on. It was a brief but significant encounter. They weren'’t
meant to be together, but it made her realize what she
truly wanted even more.

The last year of Pharmacy school was fast approaching.
With the many celebrations marking the end of her
scholastic endeavors also came the abundance of
meetings with more potential suitors who she felt
were all wrong for her. She became exhausted and
uninspired, and was taken aback by how indifferent
she had become to the prospect of finding love. After
a while, the loneliness she would feel amidst a crowded
room all celebrating her successes became unbearable,
and Khue began doubting herself. Was she being
unrealistic? Where her high expectations a fault of hers?
Where would her soul mate be? Does he even exist?
What would be her destiny?

Unsuccessful in finding love on her own, several
matchmakers soon introduced her parents to plenty of
well-educated, accomplished bachelors who seemed
perfect on paper and were seeking marriage. Some
candidates she had heard of, and could not fathom the
thought of being in an arranged marriage, so she would
politely decline meeting them. Despite her unfortunate
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luck with love, deep down she was still the same hopeless
romantic that would look up at the moon and dream of
her prince charming, as she did so many years ago in Da
Lat when she was just a little girl.

One weekend after a long week in the laboratory, Tram, a
girlfriend of Khue’s invited her to have lunch downtown
to catch up, the out of the blue she casually tells Khue,
“Thien says Hi.” Khue was speechless. She hadn’t heard
that name in so long. Tram continues, "He got drafted
for the war, served a couple years, and is now on reserve
and is teaching again.”

“Really” Khue replied, trying to seem nonchalant and disconcemed.

Big drops of tropical rain suddenly started pouring
down just as they happened to walk by Thien’s house.
Tram was his cousin, so she suggested they find shelter
to wait for the torrent rain to die down. Thien was
surprised and overjoyed, and could not believe his eyes
when the two girls, soaking appeared at his doorstep.
Nervously he invited them in and tended to their needs
while they dried themselves off and straightened their
attire. Thien fixed some hot tea, and the three spent the
rest of the afternoon sheltered from the rain catching
up on the time gone by.

“You're home on a Saturday?” Tram asked out of curiosity.

Thien replied, “Yes, I just accepted a teaching position
at a private institution. I am home getting things
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prepared.” His eyes turned to Khue and sparkled.
“Khue, when are you going to open your Pharmacy?”
Khue was immediately allured by his dense northern
accent, and his voice, while masculine yet still tender,
suddenly began to warm her heart. Khue blushed.

“[t is my last year. [ will graduate in the fall. How have you
been?” It had been a few years since they last met. While
trying to remain discreet, she couldn’t help but notice
a more refined, tan, and muscular new Thien and how
his gestures seemed more smooth and sophisticated.
Outside, the torrential thunderous rain continued to
pour down even harder, as if destiny were at work to
keep them together. They continued to engage is deep
conversation, and Thien sincerely poured his heart out
in such a way that amazed her. Khue knew as they were
speaking that she was developing romantic feelings for
him. Hours later, the rain finally stopped, and it was time
for them to part. Thien initiated,"May I see you again
some time soon?” And with that, the next day he came
to her door dressed in his best suit, flowers and a box
of chocolate in hand. He continued to visit her every
day until the time came for her to study for her final
examinations. She locked herself in her room for days
to study for the crucial tests, all the while missing him,
knowing he would ride by her house on his Vespa just
to try and catch a glimpse of her through the window.
Every night she would ask her desk lamp, her paintings,
her pillow, * Is he my other half? Would he complete
me?” She would try her hardest to concentrate on her
studies, but she could not stop thinking of Thien and
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imagine their lives as one.

After her final exams, Khue went to Da Lat to get away
and unwind. Roaming the woods alone she began to
become doubtful of Thien. "Could this be true love?” she
would ask herself and the trees, "Or is he just filling the
desperate void in my heart that is longing for love?” She
knew that she was missing him immensely, and that she
was thinking of him every minute. Still she would ask, “Is
he the one? My sweetheart, my life companion? In this
world of uncertainty, have we finally found each other?
At night she would cry herself to sleep, overwhelmed
with such new and mixed emotions, and visions of their
potential future.

Meanwhile, Thien received a teachingassignmentin Hue,
a province in the North Central Coast not far from Da
Lat. After work he would wander the tourist attractions
in the town, and visit the extensive complex of imperial
tombs and temples from the old kingdom of Vietnam.
Everywhere he went, he would see Khue's angelic face.
He too was missing her, and thinking about her during
his every waking moment. She was his inspiration, in
the air he would breath, and he was falling passionately
in love with her.

They continued to see each other at her home. Most of
their dates consisted of conversations in her family’s
living room where Khue's mother and little try to sneak
in and eavesdrop on their budding courtship. One
fateful day, Thien finally gathered the courage and knelt
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down to propose. Khue's heart was pounding, her
pulse racing, and tears were streaming down her face.
Her whole body was trembling with emotions, and it
was the most amazing and profound feelings she had
ever experienced. “Do you really love me? Will you care
for and protect me for all the days of our lives?” Khue
asked, needing reassurance of a love she already knew
so deeply was right. With their arms intertwined and
their heartbeats racing to the same rhythm, they were
ready to make the lifetime commitment, and live their
lives in matrimony, until death do they part.

“Ba, Did you take your medicine yet this morning?” Ba is
Vietnamese for grandma. Startled, Khue replied,

“You were sound asleep. I didn’t want get up and wake
you Ong.” Ong being the Vietnamese word for grandpa.
These days it was common for Khue and Thien to refer
to each other in the same manner their grandchildren
would. The days of calling one another by loving pet
names such as em or cung have been long over.

‘It is a gorgeous day. Let's enjoy it outside.” Thien
suggested. He got up and helped Khue put on her jacket,
and hand in hand the darling old couple strolled the
winding walking trail to the local park. Over the years
Thien’s hair has become completely silver, but his stature
is still healthy and upright, and his march strong and
steady while Khue's steps have become much shorter and
slower. As they continued to walk, the universe seemed
in harmony with their destiny, and Khue gave thanks

272 Db Dung



and gratitude to her ancestors, to Buddha, to God, to
the universe for granting them such a happy ending and
peace of mind. Thien also counted their blessings and
they continue their journey to the end of time together.

In the midst of the warm springtime air filled with rebirth,
renewal, and rejuvenation, Khue felt it appropriate to
informally renew their vows again. She turned to Thien,
"To have and to hold, to love and to cherish, for better
or for worse, in sickness and in health, through rich or
poor, all the days of our lives, until death do us part.”
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Floating like clouds

The alarm bell rings loudly. It's six a.m. The California
winter sky is dark. Today I have to be at Stanford Hospital
at 8 a.m. for the procedure. The doctor will insert a tiny
catheter into the vein in my groin, which will lead up to
my chest for an angiogram of my lungs. It's very chilly, a
sweater and an overcoat are not enough to keep me warm.
My husband and I get in the car in silence, both feeling a
deep anxiety. Inside the heated car, I hear the voice of Y
Lan singing softly and soulfully: “Ah Saigon, I've lost you
as you've lost your name...”.

My mind is floating back to the gray, desolate days of old. The
hardships, the suffering felt by the women left behind, having to
deal with those swaggering victors, coping with harsh conditions.

My mother had bought a house in Long Thanh so we'd have
a place to go, a home, instead of being driven out to the “new
economic” hinterland. The pond of muddy water filled with water
spinach, where my boy fell down and nearly drowned himself.
The beds of white potatoes wimpy for lack of care, the low, somber
house, dark inside, ~the size of a single room-with thatched roof,
palm-leafed walls, and earthen floor... My mother stayed there
alone, as if in exile, moving around like a shadow.

—Mommy darling, get the money ready so I can pay the toll!
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My husband'’s voice brings me back to the present. The
sky has thinned out into a whitish color and there’s a
light drizzle.

—Don’t worry Mommy dear, it’ll be done in just a couple
of hours. (We have the habit of calling each other that
way since the time I gave birth to our youngest boy).

Seeing me sitting silently, he is probably worried also. Is
he saying that to assure his wife or to calm himself down?

The admitting paperwork completed, my husband goes
to get me a wheelchair, seeing that the way to where the
procedure takes place is rather far. Usually, when being
transported like that, [ would often tease him:

— See, Heaven wouldn'’t tolerate a bad man. Marrying a
young wife so you hope you can be taken a good care
of in old age. Now you have to push the wheelchair for
her... hee-hee...

— Hahaha, there’s this wicked teacher who thought he
would be given a back rub by his wife, but on the contrary. ..

But today I could not laugh. Looking at his shadow
reflected on the glass doors as we pass through them,
I can see that he has taken on a senile look, with his
shoulders somewhat stooped down instead of a proud
chest sticking forward, the way he used to look when
we first met.
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Omnce there was an eighteen-year-old girl holding books under
her arms on her way to the Second Baccalaureate exam. Her
father had had a white “ao dai” made of silk all nicely cleaned
and ironed. He yelled out to her younger sister, commanding the
girl to get the bicycle ready so that she could ride to the exam.
She had not slept all night, trying to thumb through the entire
volume of Logics, thick as a novel, not daring to say a word, for
fear that the things just crammed into her head would fall out.
Arriving at Gia Long School, she tried to follow the directions on
the map, and going by the number given, she found her place.
The first hour was for the Philosophy test. Her seat was right in
the front row, on the side where the proctor's desk was, the same
kind of seat she had taken when she was in the twelfth grade at
Trung Vuong High. The content of the test was written on the
blackboard, and the girl nearly screamed in joy because she'd
guessed the test correctly, and was totally prepared for it. Placing
her bag of dried plum in front of her, she started scribbling.

— Sir, please give me another sheet of paper!

The girl had filled up the first sheet. The proctor pulled out a new
one, straightened it and solemnly placed it on the table. Once
in a while, the girl picked a piece of dried plum and bit it in her
mouth, continuing to write, unaware that the proctor was looking
intently at her and smiling slightly. ..

The first encounter was as simple as that.

— Mrs. Nguyen, please follow me! The young nurse goes

out to greet me good-naturedly.
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After changing into a gown, I lie on the gurney. the bag
of saline dripping drops enters my vein, and the oxygen
tube is placed under my nose. Waves of nurses come to
take my blood, measure my blood pressure, and hook
up the machine to monitor my pulse. My husband is
still allowed to sit next to me.

Doctor Z., who had been taking care of me, comes with
two young doctors, one male and the other female.
Both are less than thirty. The female doctor looks pretty,
not too tall, with blond hair, white ivory skin, and wide
transparent hazelnut eyes. She introduces herself as
M., explains to me the procedure, and says she’ll be the
one to perform it. I hesitate for an instant, remembering
the words of a friend: "For an operation or an important
procedure, got to ask for the main surgeon, don't let a
student do it. If something happens, you wouldn'’t have
time to regret.”

Doctor Z., head of the pulmonary department, is of
Indian descent. He has a smiling face, with long and
beautiful ears. Every time I come for a visit, [ would joke
with him, calling him a Buddha, and he’d just smile. If [
protest against the young doctor, she would be hurt, and
if no one agrees to be taken care of by students, then
how can they have a chance to practice? The thought
passes through my head very quickly and I answer that
[ feel very honored to be taken care of by her. As if he
could read my mind, Dr. Z. says:

— Mrs. Nguyen, I will be present throughout the
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procedure. Are you ready?
—Yes, Doctor, I'm ready.

My husband gently holds my hand, bends down to
whisper something to me, his voice full of empathy:

— Daddy will be sitting in the waiting room, as soon as
they take you out, I'll be there.

I nod, feeling a stinging sensation in my eyes...

The nurse pushes me through an extended corridor. I'm
feeling really lonely. Like in the previous procedures, I'd
be given anesthesia, it'd feel like a temporary death and
when [ wake up, the procedure would have been over. If
this time I did not wake up again... the image of my dear
loved ones, my mother’s face clearly showing, then
that of my husband, my children, my little nephews and
nieces, my sisters, friends... my tears suddenly spring
up. As if by reflex from the subconscious mind, I start
praying to Buddha.

Two nurses gently move me to a long table covered
with white paper. Under the lamps, it glows a bright,
white kind of light. The room has a white, cold look.
People gather to finish up the last preparations. Again,
blood measurement, temperature measurement,
measurement of the oxygen level, lines everywhere...
Dr. Z. and the two young doctors come, they begin to
put on their head covers and masks, revealing only their
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eyes. The clinking noise of the surgical tools. I quietly
focus on my prayers to Qwan Yin Bodhisattva.

A nurse brings me a glass of water and a pill:

— Mrs. Nguyen, this drug will make you feel relaxed, it’s
only for sedation, not anesthesia.

— Am [ not unconscious then, am [ still awake?

— This is a sedative, you will feel relaxed, it's not
anesthesia. Now, are you ready? Let’s begin!

Doctor Z. gently explains.
Dr. M. approaches and continues:

— We will numb the site where we'll insert the catheter;
you'll not feel any pain at all.

Only then do I start looking around the room. Besides
the monitor showing my pulse and the oxygen level in
my blood, at the side of my bed there’s also a big screen
as large as a 52 inch TV on the wall.

A short while after taking the pill, my body feels as light
as patches of white clouds and I slowly drift into a zone

of serenely floating nebulae.

Clouds floating. .. floating... a green lawn appears and then a
garden full of flowers on the front of a villa located on Republic
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Avenue in Da Lat... a bunch of kids playing, picking flowers,
catching butterflies, chasing after one another, the crisp sound of
happy laughter. The pot full of bright sunflowers seems to greet the
sunlight, the fragile petals of pansies fluttering and the patches of
yellow and white daisies blooming with joy. The iron fence around
the villa seems covered with bushes of roses of all colors. ..

... childhood images of me and my sisters flow, of us going to
Dalat, to our uncle’s house, for summer vacation every year.
Then, as a change of scenes in a film, I seem to see myself and
my dear one hand in hand in the woods of pine trees by the Lake
of Sighs, with lofty tops shooting straight up. ..

Leaves are rustling. The sight is so serene. The sunlight is crisp, the
breeze is dry and chilly, and I'm immersed in a calm kind of happiness,
snuggled in the novel warmth of my newly-wed husband. ..

Feeling a sharp pain, [ wake up, mumbling indistinctly.
— Mrs. Nguyen, are you all right? asks Dr. Z.

[ slightly shake my head, coming back to reality. I am
lying on a white table in the hospital, still in a soporific
state between dreams and realities. Just now I'd been
allowed to go back to a beautiful past so long ago.

[ look up at the screen and see my heart throbbing and
my two lungs crisscrossed with lines like roots of a tree.
I'm not looking inside my soul, I'm looking straight into
my own body, and I see very clearly a tiny line, looking
like a thread, squirming along.
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I sink back into a new dream... I see a young woman in black
holding a baby boy, less than a year old. I see myself again in
Saigon after the day the country was lost. I'd taken the boy with
me to a house on Gia Long Street, which had been taken over,
and was being used as the office of the committee directing new
policies in the first District. On the lower floor is a desk with some
clerks sitting. I'm told to go to the upper floor. The room is empty,
except for a hammock hanging. A man about fifty years of age,
bare-chested, wearing soldier’s pants, is lying in it, with one leg
in the hammock and the other dangling on the floor, swinging
back and forth. I feel a shudder, turning back to go downstairs.

— Hey you, are you coming here to complain? Come in!
Realizing he's the one lecturing on state business policies at Tam
Da before, I turn back and quietly sit down by the door sill.
Fortunately, when I left, my mother had cautioned me to take the
kid along, so if anything happens, they wouldn't keep him but
let him go home. Only that way could my mother know where to
come and find me.

— What do you want, say it!

—Sir...

— Forget it, don't call me sir.

[ hesitate:

— Um, Uncle...Uncle...
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Seeing him silent, I continue:

— Uncle, I'm a seamstress in Tam Da department store.

— Are you an employer or an employee?

— Um, I rented a stall, and work on customers’ orders.

— And then?

— The cadres came and confiscated my sewing machine, my
overlock machine and the materials my customers left for me to
work on.

— You are the stall owner, they were right about the confiscation.
Very soon all the stores will have to be state-owned, you will all be
joining cooperatives, if you are a seamstress, you will use state-

owned machinery, you wouldn't need your own machine.

Rage runs to the top of my head, but I try hard to restrain myself
and say softly:

— Uncle, the state made it clear that confiscation applies only to
commercial goods, not to production means. My machine is for
me to use, not to sell!

He stares at me:

— Who told you that?

I calmly reply:
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— You! You yourself explained it that way. I remember very well. I
listened very carefully because you explained very well. You were
very persuasive.

He lights a cigarette and puffs in a deep puff, staring at me
intently. I feel a shiver waiting for his judgment.

— Okay, leave the papers here, go home. I'll consider your case.

I put the boy on the tiny seat behind the handlebars of my
mini bicycle. I start riding the bicycle, and almost let out a
sob. Crying would calm down my rage, my humiliation, my
resentment. The streets in Saigon are lined with tall “sao” trees,
followed by tamarind trees with green leaves...but I don't see
anything romantic in them anymore. I think of my husband in
the reeducation camp. I miss him terribly and feel I'm at the end
of the lonely road.

White clouds begin to float again and I see myself diving in the
immense blue of the sea, with undulating waves, and white foam
touching the shore. I'm on a beach in Galang refugee camp.
I'm breathing the fresh air of liberty. My mind is relaxed, and I
happily envision a bright future in the promised land. I sink my
feet in the warm sand and run joyfully in the wind. The wind is
surrounding me, caressing me. I stick out my chest and take in
a deep breath.

[ suddenly wake up, open my eyes and see the face of
Dr. M. leaning down:

— Mrs. Nguyen, please wake up. Everything’s done. You
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have been a very good patient. [ wish you a quick recovery.

A couple of nurses come, disconnect the lines, clean
up and help put on my clothes. The three doctors say
goodbye and tell me they’d let me know the results at
the next visit.

I'm moved back to the old gurney and transported to
the ICU.

[ have to lie still, keeping myself in the same position.
Every once in a while, someone would come to look
at the incision and press hard so the blood would not
collect and form a bruise. After three straight hours in
the operating room, the hard bed cover had made me
feel extremely tired ; my body seems bloated with water,
and my stomach achingly empty.

Two nurses come to help me with my personal hygiene,
lifting my head up so I can drink some water, then feed
me spoonfuls of broth. I feel so weak, not unlike a small
child. Exhausted, I fall into a deep sleep without dreams.
As I wake up, the nurse moves me into the room where |
had waited earlier in the morning for everything to start,
and [ see again the familiar face of my husband, so dear
to me.
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The yellow leaf

It's the last day of the Lunar Year. Grey clouds amass
in the sky, waiting for the time to turn into rain and
pour down on earth. Stepping into the nursing home,
[ look at an old man sitting silently like a statue before
the small TV screen. I try to hold down my tears. The
previous years, on an occasion like this, he would
have been busy with the preparation to welcome the
ancestors back to our home and have gift envelopes
ready for his children and grandchildren. For my father,
Tet is the holiest day of the year, and Tet’s Eve is the
time of the seasons’ change, to say farewell to the old
and welcome the new. The house must be clean and
neat. Branches of plum flowers and cherry blossoms,
along with pots of kumquat and chrysanthemum, must
fill the house. Fragrant incense from the altar, five kinds
of fresh fruits on the tray, bright shining candlesticks
and dazzling copper urns... Yet today he’s an old man
sitting here alone, in front of the TV screen, gazing into
the empty space.

[ quietly approach him, holding back my tears as I
embrace him.

—Dad, are you O.K.? Do you know who I am?
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The old man looks up and then mumbles:
— Dzung!

Dad’s hair is as white as snow, and his face shows signs
of age despite a rosy, smoothly white tint on his skin. I
sit down by his side, holding his hands, reminding him
about the past.

— Do you remember... ? Do you remember...???

* %k %k

Friends of my father’s often jokingly called him Mr. Tam
Ta (Triple T4), because he was a Lieutenant Colonel
(Trung T4), his proper name was Té&, and he had a dozen
(mot ta) children, among whom nine were girls. It is
often said that having girls in a house is like having time
bombs. So my parents have nine bombs in all.

My parents married when they were both eighteen. The
following year, children were born two years apart. In
Vietnam it is easy to identify a crowded family by the
names given to the children. For example, Van Loan,
Van Nga, Van Bang, or Phuong Lan, Phuong Nga, Phuong
Tra... or to identify someone by the height or stature,
such as Le Hang, Mong Thuy, or Le Ha, Lan Tran...
As for us, we were so completely different from each
other. One would be short, while another was tall, the
third one was white-skinned, and the fourth one took
on a brown shade... depending on whether each of us
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would take after our father or our mother, our paternal
or maternal grandmother. It even happened that the
two of us who seemed to resemble Dad most would
not look alike since each inherited Dad'’s different traits.
As for the names, there was no identifiable pattern
either. The eldest was Anh Dzling, he was followed by
the threesome D& Dzung, Minh Thuan, Van Hanh. After
another brother, Tudn, was a string of five princesses,
Phuong Nam, Quynh Mai, Anh Thu, Tuyét Minh, Thién
Huong. Then came little Minh Duy, another boy and to
wrap up, little Poan Thuy. My paternal grandmother
commented that our parents were really clever, building
a perfect string of firecrackers, alternating mere cracking
noise with big bursts!

Since the old man was a soldier, discipline was a byword
in the running of family affairs. The house had four stories,
and on the second floor was a long, large hall with a row
of beds and another row of study desks. We called it
“Female Soldiers’ Barracks”. And since [ was the eldest girl in
the family, [ was given a private room opening out onto a
small patch of a garden on the rooftop.

Feeding such a crowd was a pretty daunting task. Mother
used to go to the Cau Ong Lanh open market to get fresh
foodstuff at bargain prices. She’'d buy sugar canes by the
bundle, snails by the bucket, mussels by the bag, and fruit
by the bushel! And big fat green oranges would always be
stacked under my bed near the time of exams at the school
of Pharmacy. My parents held this idea that a big family
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was like a train with many cars. If the locomotive behaved
well, then it would pull the rest on a safe and smooth trip.
Since the time big brother went abroad for study in France
after the Baccalaureate exams ending high school, as the
eldest child remaining, and a girl at that, I was given the
role of locomotive.

My parents were both born in the year of the Tiger, and
we were domesticated animals. I was born in the year
of the Hog, in principle not particularly in harmony with
tigers, but I was actually the favorite one. Dad often
joked that I was a wild hog, and that’s why I could play
around with a tiger.

Mother taught her children in her own style. I remember
in my thirteenth year, when I first saw red streaks on my
white pants, I ran to her in panic. She taught me how to
deal with it and late at night, she got into my bed and
had a heart-to-heart chat with me: “You're a grown-up
now, do you know that? From now on, don't sit near a
boy, don’t let a man hold your hand, don’t respond when
a boy follows you in your errands, always look straight
ahead in your walk, etc... Gosh, she talked so much, and
[ got so scared that after that, I always had to stay away
from people of the opposite sex when boarding a bus or
getting onto a commuting lambro.

As for Father, he had his own ideas. A girl’s got to be
like a versatile, all-purpose kitchen knife, a resourceful
person who can adapt herself to all circumstances...
And the most important thing would be to graduate
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from college and be independent financially even after
getting married.

When I reached adolescence, my parents really took
good care of me, though all three of us sisters were
about the same age and all attended Trung Vuong High
School. The younger ones could have ao dai made of
tetoron, but the eldest had got to wear pure silk. The
young ones lived in “Female Soldiers’ Barracks”, and I got
my own private room. Dad even took me to a well-
known furniture store to buy me a full set, complete
with bed, bedside cabinet, and dressing table in light
pink. But at the same time, I had to be put under strict
discipline. No western skirsts, no dancing, no boyfriend
until after high school. ..

After graduating from high school, I made known my
wish to go to Dalat for studies because I loved the
town of fog and mist, with green grass hills, beauftiful
gardens full of flowers, and old pine trees whispering in
the wind. I wanted to let my mind fly away with clouds
and wind and be one with nature. But Dad opposed
my wish vehemently, even though I agreed to board at
my aunt’s house. [ went on strike and took all kinds of
courses but wouldn’t focus on any of them. Then I put
in an application for a job with an American company:.
On the day I got a request from them to take a medical
examination, Dad tore up the letter and gave me a
rebuke. Then he sent me to be tutored by Uncle T. T.
Tué to prepare for the School of Pharmacy exams. When
[ passed, Dad personally bought me test tubes and all.
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[ was very close to Dad, and we often confided with each
other. When he came to the University to pick me up, he’'d
go up to the auditorium. Seeing me, he'd raise his keys
and shook them to me before going down to wait for me
in the car.

In his youth, Dad was handsome, knowledgeable and
very charming, attracting lots of admiring fans. On many
summer afternoons, when he’d take me to the university
village in Thu Duc for driving lessons. I'd try to get him
to talk, and he'd let me in on all of his stories. I took
the opportunity and made him believe that I was on
his side, so he told me all his secrets, even took me to
“them”. Then the three sisters had a summit and took
the business in our hands for Mom'’s sake. Dad told
me:"I'm like a traveler on along journey, I'd stop under
the shade of a tree once in a while for a rest. But Mom
and you children are always the oasis I'd go back to.” I
replied: “You're only trying to find a pretext for yourself.
You ought to go back home right away.”’ [ have to admit
that Dad was very loving to Mom and his children, and
was never negligent in his responsibilitites to the family.

Yes, I was proud that Dad had a special way with women.
But on the other hand, I felt scared. I was afraid of the
men who stood out in the crowd and could easily attract
those of the opposite sex. So I completely reversed my
concept of an idol. Mine would have to be average in
everything, but the most important trait in him would
have to be loyalty. A loyal person would not fall in the
face of seduction.
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When my two younger sisters had already found Mr.
Right, 1 was still in the nebulous. Every time I played
bridesmaids to my friends or cousins, someone would
come to look for an intermediary, and my friends
would also ask: "-Want to be my elder sister?” Mom got
impatient. She asked: "What more do you want? A man
of such qualitites...What more do you want?” And then
after my twenty fourth birthday, I decided to abandon
dreams and I found fim, the one I married at last.

The night before the wedding, Mom gave me all kinds
of lessons. She told me to be patient, because a
patient woman will win in the end. Dad cried, he was
more sentimental than Mom and could easily break to
tears. He loved me, he knew he would miss me, so he
pronounced his last words: “If he treats you well, then
stay. If not, come back to your Dad!” The wedding day
was a happy occasion, and yet I cried with Dad, and my
sisters would hardly let me leave. Mom loved me, but
put out a sigh of relief. If the first test went O.K., then
the coming ones would work out too. Mom had eight
more daughters to worry about.

After my marriage, knowing that the locomotive had
been working well, Dad and Mom became less strict
toward my younger sisters. Dad let Van Hanh go to
study in Dalat. Then Thuén got married. Thinking back
to the past, I thought my parents were very unfair to my
younger sisters. I only passed the exams in high school
with mere distinction and yet they were so proud, taking
the whole family to a French restaurant to celebrate.
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But when my younger sisters and brothers passed with
flying colors, Dad simply said that it was only natural for
all the children of his!

Everytime I went to an exam, Dad always made sure that
my clothes were ironed, and commanded Van Hanh
to take me to school on her bicycle, and before I left
the house, he'd stand there and make sure no girl was
passing by, for fear she’d give me bad luck.

On the day I gave birth to my eldest daughter, everyone
in the family stood waiting by the delivery room. When
the girl came out, Mom carried her in her arms and
walked out proudly, followed by her children, as in a
procession. Early the next morning, Dad came in with
a bottle of Champagne so he could celebrate with his
daughter the coming into life of their first maternal
granddaughter. I had so many souvenirs with Dad. He
continued to take care of his children. After the three
elder sisters got settled, Phuong Nam was the next
locomotive. And Dad started pampering his Japanese
doll. History repeats itself.

Then 1975 came, and we all got stuck behind except
for the three children who had gone abroad for studies
and Thuan who left the country with her husband’s
family. Dad and my husband were sent to concentration
camp. Mom had to take over the workload. She was so
resourceful. And she also showed more fairness than
Dad. To her, all her children were precious metal or
precious stones. She saved every penny and collected

292 Db Dung



enough to send her children away. One after another, she
entrusted her daughters to the wide open sea in search
of a better future, while staying behind with her youngest
daughter and waited for Dad. All the girls escaped safely
and reunited abroad without any loss. Every night Mom
prayed to Buddha, to Heaven and to the ancestors for
having protected her family and her children.

Dad spent over ten years in prison, from Long Giao Camp
in the South to Ha Son Binh Camp in the North, in cold
and hunger, in misery and hardships. Physically and
mentally beat up, he was released finally, all broken down
in body and spirits. In the end, his children were able to
sponsor the rest of the family for emigration to America.
The whole family reunited, with all twelve children safe
and sound. And the population increased over time.
Now my parents had twenty four grandchildren and
four great-grandchildren. Every year, we would have a
reunion in Lake Tahoe, a gathering totalling more than
fifty persons. My parents lived in happiness, although it
wasn't always smooth sailing.

After a couple of years, Dad had a stroke, and his legs
got weaker and weaker. Now he cannot stand by himself,
speaks with difficulty, and has to carry a feeding tube.
Mom has to come and visit him everyday. They are of
the same age, so Mom is getting weaker too. She has
no illnesses, but her health worsens due to old age, the
travail of bearing twelve children, and the hardships she
has had to bear all her life. Mom possesses all the great
qualities of a typical Vietnamese mother, sacrificing
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everything for the sake of her husband and children,
a selfless woman always putting the well-being of her
family above all other things. When she went to market,
she’'d always buy the biggest fish, the fattest chicken,
and the biggest mangoes. Everytime a street hawker
passed by the house, we'd prod Mom into giving us
money for the treat. When we huddled together watching
TV, she’'d look at us in contentment and say: “If I did
not try hard, how could I have such beautiful, wonderful
children!” Her body sent out a fragrant odor that made
her children want to sink their heads in her bosom even
though we were all grown-ups by then.

When Mom visits Dad, she’d bring along pictures of the old
times, when we were still little kids, and also the times when
we got married, the coming into life of the grandchildren,
pictures taken on special occations, such as their silver
anniversary, and their gold anniversary. You have to witness
with your own eyes to be won over by the attachment
between the spouses, and the intrinsic value of the basic
original family. In their young years, when Dad was knee-
deep into his amorous escapades, Mom would patiently
wait. Now two old people go on taking care of each other.
They are like two yellow leaves trembling in the wind. Like
the flickering light from a lamp running out of kerosene. Of
course, there will be an end, a separation, since no one lives
forever. But I couldn’t help feeling sad when seeing them
carrying on like shadows. In spite of a large happy family
filled with laughter and joy, in spite of all the children and
grandchildren gathering around them often enough, the last
journey would have to be a lonely one.

294  Bb Dung



Tranh phu b&n — Duy Thanh



A fleeting cumulus

Lying there amid the soft beige linings, the old man,
with his amiable face and tenderly closed eyes, appears
sleeping. This face, this body will vanish from this earth
and pass into Nothingness. We can no longer feel his
existence, his touch. We're all aware that this day will
come. There will be a separation but the torments rest
in the depth of our souls. There are moments that we
can feel the fathomless void in our minds and then the
spasm of pain returns. ..Eighty plus years are considered
a long life for a human being, but in the end, it seems like
a fleeting cumulus. There, my Dad, peaceful in his deep
sleep it seems. The images of his vignettes, of ours, of
our life together are flickening closer, closer, then gone,
then back again. Some are so old, when he was so
young and, we, little children, some are recent, some
are happy, some are not, are winding and rewinding in
my mind in a jumbling fashion.

Before 1954, my family happily lived in a little house
on Mai Hac De Street, in Ha Noi, North Viet Nam. In
those peaceful days, there was my grand-mother, there
was mom, there was aunt Nga, my father’s sister and
there was uncle Thang, my mom'’s brother. And, my
father who was younger than 30 years of ages and us
children — from my little brother Tuan who was an infant
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to my oldest brother, Anh Dzung who was nine. Smack
in the middle were the three girls: Ti’ Bun'!, Ti Xiu? and
Mr. Ly Hanh. A toddler, Hanh always wore a hat band
layered with tiny fabric folds that resembled a hat of the
Chief Village (Ly’)?, hence, Dad lovingly called her Mr. Ly
Hanh. Back then, Vietnamese houses were fashionable
furnished with Chinoiseries and our house was not any
different. The entry door opened into the living/dining
area. In the front, the two arm chairs, a coffee table
and a sofa served as living area. A large divan and a
china cabinet inlaid with shining pieces of mother pearl
shells depicting the fable of eight blessing fairies were
placed in the back of the room. In the evening, after
supper, we gathered here. The room was shimmering
in a warm yellow light illuminated by the bulb hanging
from the ceiling. My Dad and Mom each occupied an
arm chair. He read the daily newspaper while Mom did
some knitting. The kids crawled on the divan doing their
homework. Later, when I grew up and listened to the
melody of *“Memories” composed by Pham Duy, I could
not help but smile as it revoked my own sweet memories
of our childhood. This iconic image of a Vietnamese
family forever etched in my mind, in the old time his
was glowed by an oil lamp while ours was softly shined
by the light bulb.

In late afternoon, the three girls used to wait for Dad to
come home from work. As soon as he came through the

1 Ti Bun: Little Noodle
2 Ti Xiu: Tiny

3 Ly: chief administrator of a village
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door, he flexed his strong muscular arms for us girls to
latch on. We giggled, sprang then swang our tiny bodies
higher, higher, then burst into staccato laughter. On the
first day of every Lunar month, Mom offered the Earth
Deity a boiled ham, three cups of rice wine and a dish
of salt. After praying, Dad brought the boiled ham to the
table and the children gathered around him waiting to be
fed. Using a small paring knife, he deftly slice the ham into
thin pieces, dipped each in salt and pepper then gently
dropped the slice of meat onto the mouth of each child.
We all took turn, one slice for Dad, one slice for each of the
kids until the whole ham was devoured.

Time changed. In the mist of the turmoil subsequent
to the announcement of the Geneva Accords which
separated Viet Nam into two zones, the northern zone
to be governed by the Communists, and the southern
zone by the Nationalists. For safety, Dad moved us to
Vo Tanh Hospital. N6i* cried days after days. N6i did not
want to leave her ancestor land and the family resting
place. She wanted all of us to stay. Or she would remain
in the North with aunt Nga, who was recently married
and her husband'’s family had decided not to evacuate.
One day, N6i was sobbing, begging Dad not to leave the
home land. Dad pulled out his handgun, put it on the
table in front of N6i and declared: "Mother, if you want
to remain in the North, I would shoot each and all of
my children, then myself. Would you like to remain here
by yourself then?” NoOi was terrified; she hastily replied:
“I'm sorry. I'm so sorry. I will go. Yes, 1 will leave.” Since

4 Noi: paternal grandmother
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then, NOi continued to whimper but she did not dare
to cry in front of Dad. Years later, Dad said he had to
intimidate NOi, if not she would not leave and the entire
family would be executed by the Communists.

Arriving Saigon, everyone was amazed and confused by
the size of the city, the noises and the local customs.
Saigon was much larger than Hanoi, noisier and the
local dialect was difficult to understand at first. We
started our life over. N6i was sad, home sick and tried
hard to suppress her sorrows. We relocated to Thanh
Thai Street. Our house was a single story small wooden
house surrounded by big green trees. Dad was busy at
work, worried about our well being in the new place but
every day Dad bathed us. He loved his children and
took pleasure in bathing and playing with us. It was
not required of him to do so, as our mom, N&i and our
nanny were all capable of taking care of the children.
But it was his joy. It was his love for his children that he
took over these duties. | remember, playing barber, he
trimmed our hair, scrubbed our faces, clean our ears,
each and all of us, boys and girls. Sometimes, Dad could
not maneuver the pair of scissors because the child was
squirmy. He turned the child around, cupped her chin in
his hand, and tilted his head judging the length of hair
on each side. Then he trimmed her hair again. He tried
so hard many times, in the end, there was not much
hair left but a tousle on top of the child’s head which
was not unlike a turtle shell comically placed on top of
a bald head. When we moved to South Viet Nam, I was
seven years old. [ was a big sister because I already had
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three younger siblings. In 1955, Phuong Nam was born.
Every other year after that, Mom gave birth to a new
baby. I escorted Mom to the hospital. Every morning
before going to work and every evening after work, Dad
stopped by to visit Mom and the baby.

Our family grew, the house was gradually enlarged. From
a tiny wooden house, it became a four story brick home.
The width, the length and the height were extended. To
minimize the chaos generated by daily activities of a
large family, Dad set out rules and regulations as in the
army for his children to follow. He installed an electric
bell as big as the one at our school. Of all places, it
was prominently hung on the wall in the living room!
Each of us was assigned a special tune. And, you better
ran fast and made yourself presented when you heard
your bell calling. Dinner bell was a three long and loud
tune. It was so distinctive that the neighbors would
know it was time for our family meals. Our bedroom was
dormitory style. Along the wall was a row of single beds;
and, against the opposite wall was a row of single desks.
Each bed and desk was the private property and space
of each child. Other than that, there was no such thing
as privacy. We shared everything. Dad was in the military,
but he loved arts. He was passionate and romantic. His
passions influenced us all. When we were young, he let
us listen to romantic melodies, "Cascade of Dreams”
(Suoi Mo), “A Drifting Boat” (Con Thuyen Khong Ben),
“Paradise” (Thien Thai), "Farewell” (Biet Ly)...For several
years, Dad was the Chief Editor of the weekly Kien Quoc.
Mr. Nguyen Xuan Dang was in charge of the design and
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layout of the magazine. Dad wrote prose, short stories
and poems...When I was at Trung Vuong high school,
whenever I had to deliver a speech, | begged Dad and of
course, he prepared a speech for his daughter. All I had
to do was to deliver it.

There were three adults in the family. N6i managed
the helper and kept an eye on the children. Mom
took care of the food and clothes. Dad oversaw the
children’s schooling. Every night, Dad helped us with
our homework. He gave additional explanation or
detail enabling us to better understand the topic that
we were studying. Dad and I were closed. By the time
[ was twelve or thirteen, Dad treated me as an adult,
let me participate in the decision making processes.
[ could opine my selection of curtains, my choices of
household decoration and furniture arrangement. The
children grew and grew. There were twelve of us and
nine were girls. We were happy and free within certain
limits. We were closed but Dad was a firm father who
guided us wisely. Dad showered me, his eldest daughter,
with his love and affection but, at the same time, he
set out strict rules reserved for the leader of the flock.
As a child, Dad took me to Vo Tanh Hospital to watch
the military marching parades. | was dressed in pretty
new clothes when he and I attended various concerts
benefiting the troop. These concerts were performed
by famous singers at the time i. e. Thanh Hang, Thanh
Hieu. When I was in college, Dad still dropped me off
and picked me up from school. On my wedding day,
Dad cried and reminded me of my responsibilities as
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I embarked on the new phase of my life without him
by my side. My two oldest children were deluged in
their grandparent’s love. He amused the children by
playing horses for them to bounce on his back. Or, he
played dead for the children to shoot marbles to his
belly button. The house was resonated with laughter,
the clear high pitches of the children and the hoarse
laugh of my Dad.

We thought we found peace! Our life seemed like a
river flown lazily along the bank. Dad confided in us his
dreams, his aspirations for his children. All nine girls
were excelled in school. He was anticipating the day
when the youngest one graduates from Trung Vuong
high school, he would have a big party to celebrate his
children accomplishments. He would invite the entire
administrative office and all teachers to the party. He
would personally thank them for their time and efforts in
educating his children. Yes, Mom and Dad also dreamed
of a "The Do’s Summer Ranch” in Da lat. They would build
a U shape residence which has thirteen massive rooms.
They would occupy one and each of his children family
would have one. We would gather there for holidays and
anniversaries, summer vacations. Dad would use his
officer baton to direct the grand children, great grand
children... Our ranch would fill with joy and laughter...
My parents did purchased several acres of land on a hill
in Me Linh district, Da Lat. The parcel of land faced the
lake nested among beautiful hills of pine trees.

The mighty fate stroke again. The American Government
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cut off their help, we lost the war to the communists. On
April 30, 1975, the Viet Cong marched into Saigon. We
were stunned, speechless, terrified. My Dad’s dreams,
small and simple evaporated into the air thickened with
fear, smoke and dust. Overnight, he became a despair
old man. There was no future for his little children in
the land of Communists. His hair turned white. His
responsibilities as a commander rested heavily on
his soul and his shoulder. His owed it to his beloved
country, to his subordinates, to his family. He could not
and did not want to abandon his troop. There was no
route to evacuate but the China Sea. He stayed bravely
facing the unpredictable obstacles.

A month later, Dad went to a center. He was summoned
by the new regime, and a week later, my husband shared
the very same fate. Both were sent to reeducation camps
without knowing where and when to be released. .. I cried
a lot during those days. I cried when I read my Dad’s
journal: “For the love of my mother land, I choose to
stay to fulfill my responsibilities as the sole commander
remained at the military medical facility. I endured ten
long years, moved from camp to camp in the jungle of
North Viet Nam. During this period, the notorious so-
called “re-education” decade, my fellow countrymen
and [ endured severe physical and mental brutalities
under the hand of the new regime. I struggled hourly to
withhold my perseverance and dignity of a soldier who
lost the battle and imprisoned by the enemy.”

My parents and my youngest sister finally escaped
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the communist regime in Viet Nam and migrated to
the United States. Then... on April 20th, 1990 they
stepped out from the jet-way into the arms and tears of
joy of his children and grand children at San Francisco
International Airport. Dad was an old man. Very old! Ten
years of sufferings robbed him all vitalities of a man in
the late fifty.

In 1992, he narrowly escaped a dreadful disease. After
Dad’s full recovery, my brother Tuan took my parents on
a trip around the world. His children hoped that the trip
would restore both his physical and mental health and
fulfill one of his dreams in his youth. Afterwards, Dad
lived a quiet life, liked a shadow wandering in his own
home. But, he sparkled when he saw the grandchildren.
He smiled broadly at many of the family gatherings. Once
in a while, he visited his children who lived in different
states. He paid no attention to politics, world affairs. He
had no desire to be part of any club, any organization.
Dad devoted his time in reading and writing the Do'’s
genealogy, writing his memoir, retelling his enduring life. ..
From a youth with ambitious dreams and inspirations to
free the country from the French domination, he joined
the revolutionaries in numerous battles spreading from
the mountain of North Viet Nam to the border region
of South China. Upon his return to Viet Nam in the mid
40s, he had time to ponder about his family economic
status which was defined by the Communist standard
as “city middle class” (Karl Marx used the term “petty
bourgeois”). He ached for his young wife and infant child
who were not properly protected and provided by him.
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He agonized not so much of his personal duties, but of
his misplaced mission. His illusion of a free Viet Nam
under the leadership of the Communist Party evaporated.
He had decided. He would lead his family and return to
the city, Ha Noi. There was no better solution to stop
the Communist movement in Viet Nam than to join the
army; and, he did. For the remainder of his life until 1975,
he committed himself to this chosen path. Besides his
country, he adored his children...Then, the fateful day of
April 30, 1975.. followed by the loneliness in the strange
country where his children and grandchildren have
been flourishing. The United State is a free, generous
and beautiful country but it is not his beloved Viet
Nam. He wrote hoping that the next generations would
be conscious of the Do’s heritage that the younger
children would have empathy with the life of a struggling
Vietnamese in wartime.

In one paragraph of his memoir, my Dad wrote:

“... I'm happily living in the United States among my
children and grandchildren. I wish Buddha would let me
live long enough to see my beloved country free from
the Communist regime so that [ would be able to return
to my country to live peacefully in my mother land, near
my family resting place, near my relatives...”. And, I
remember of a particular day that was long passed my
Dad was still in the army, he confided in me “... I have
been wearing my military uniform all my life, when I die,
[ would prefer to be buried in uniform with full honor of
military funeral.”
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Now my Dad is lying here at the funeral home... there
is no full honor of military funeral, there is no burial in
his family resting plot. After the cremation, there will
be a handful of ashes remained. Then, the ashes will be
scattered over the ocean... Life is nothing but a VOID.
A life time is not unlike a gentle wind that is passing by
or a cumulus that is floating by in the sky.
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Gone too soon!

The somber stillness submerges the entire sanctuary
except for the faint sound of water trickling down from
the moss-covered stonewall, winding through the rocks
then gently dropping into the pool. There laid my sister,
in her casket which is placed in front of the wall. Tuyet
Minh is dressed elegantly in her lilac 4o dai. Purple is her
favorite color, and she always looks so pretty in it. Her
hair cascades down to her shoulder. Her eyes are softly
closed not unlike a genteel sleeping princess in the forest
in one of those fairy tales that I read to her when she was
a toddler. Tuyet Minh is surrounded by flowers. Flowers
of all colors, purple lilies mingled with various types of
roses, daisies, tuberoses, callas in white, pink, lilac...

The memorial service is utmost simple. There is no
funeral rites, no Buddhist monk, no chanting, not even
the sound of the bell to dispel the evil spirits. There
is no priest, no minister, not a religious prayer for the
departing soul. The only remembrance on display is the
altar with glorious fresh flowers and enormous flickering
candles with their warm fragrance mingling the air. The
immense fumes of incense drifted slowly upward from
the large urn dim my Sis’ smiling face on the photograph
on display. In this painful stillness, we wrap the white
mourning bands on each other head.
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Our family consists of twelve siblings, of which, nine are
girls. Over the course of fifty plus years, we girls have
shared with each other our happiness, our sorrows, our
joys, our pains. Now Tuyet Minh is lying in the coffin.
Tomorrow, after the cremation, there will be nothing left
of my little Sis but a handful of ashes. We will never see
her again. Our pains are unbearable. It seems someone
just violently plunged a knife into our hearts.

Bending my head, with all my heart and soul, I silently
pray for my little Sis. My other sisters join in:

—Sleep tight, my sweet. Sleep tight for a thousand years. Go
on, go on to the land of the fairies where there is no pain, no
worry, no suffering, no competition, and no jealousy.

— All Almighty, being Buddha or Jesus or Maria. .. please,
please we beg you to save her soul, guide her to Nirvana,
to heaven, place her in your protective arms.

— May our ancestors, our paternal and maternal
grandparents, Dad, big brother Diling, uncles, aunts,
please, please welcome her soul, protect her, and guide
her soul toward the righteous path.

Our entire family is Buddhist and so was Tuyet Minh.
However, after a prolong period of suffering the
excruciating pain caused by cancer, my Sis’ moral was at
the lowest point when she met a group of evangelicals
she knew in UC Berkeley where she was a student many
years ago. She believed she was saved. She found comfort
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in Jesus Christ and she expressed the desire to change
her religion. She wanted to convert from Buddhism to
Christianity. This event occurred several weeks before
her death. Tuyet Minh was too sick and barely completed
her religious conversion. Unfortunately, our family,
being Buddhist could not familiarize ourselves with
the Christian protocols in such a short and confusing
time. In a religious sense, we are afraid that her funeral
arrangement is not proper at best.

Mom comes in a wheelchair pushed by one of the
grandson to a place next to the coffin. She is totally
broken. Touching my Sis’ face, she is unable to control
her sobs.

— My dear, my dear, you love me, don'’t you? Why do you
leave me so soon! My heart is broken. I recently buried
your brother and now I'm going to burry you. Oh God,
why? Why? Why, it is not me but my child?

Mom'’s sobbing brings us to tears, rips our hearts to
pieces. We sisters gather with arms around her and
around each other.

— Mom, Mom, please. Calm down Mom. You need to
calm down so Tuyet Minh can depart this earth in peace.
You need to take care of your health. Calm down, Mom.
We love you.

Tears keep rolling down our faces. We sob uncontrollably.
We try hard to suppress the choking sound in our throats.
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Fifty years ago, I escorted Mom to the hospital when her
water broke. I remember the small hospital of midwife
Tien located across the street from An Dong Market.
Sitting in the waiting room, I heard Mom whimpered.
Mrs. Tien encouraged her:

— Try a little harder, harder. Now, push, push...
— Almost there, I see it. Push, push. Just a little more
Then, a happy cry:

— It is a girl! Whoa! She has a garland (of umbilical cord)
wrapped around her neck. She will be so beautiful and
so talented. Trust me, it is a great sign.

A few minutes later, I heard the first cry of my baby sister.

When Dad and Mom were newlyweds, a fortune teller
told my parents that they would have three sons not
counting the daughters. Dad hoped that his three sons
would be intelligent, and he already had three names
chosen for them: Anh Dung, Anh Tuan and Anh Minh.
Anh Dung smartly came out first — he was the family
“chau dich ton.” Noi (grandma) and my parents were
overjoyed. After Anh Dung, Mom gave birth to three
girls. Then just in time, another son, Anh Tuan. Noi
was happy as she was awaiting the arrival of another
grandson. Following Anh Tuan, in succession, were
Phuong Nam, Quynh Mai and Anh Thu. Then my mother
was expecting again. We all looked forward to another
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son, a brother whose name already chosen, Anh Minh.
Mom was getting bigger, but she carried her belly low
not round and high as with a baby boy. Another girl,
my mother would sigh. “Little Minh has lost his way!”
My Dad reconsidered the name Anh Minh. Were there
a chance that his would-be little son might not like the
name, and he would not come? Dad decided to change
the name "Anh Minh” to Do Thi Tuyet Minh for my new
baby sister.

Two years later, my mother gave birth to another baby
girl. All in all, she gave birth to five girls in succession, or
“Ngu Long Cong Chua” (Five Precious Princesses) which
is the sign of good fortune according to Vietnamese
belief. Of the five girls, as lovely as dolls, Phuong Nam
was like a Japanese doll, Quynh Mai chubby, Anh Thu
so sweet, Tuyet Minh with her big eyes like Miko, and
“Mi Cun” Thien Huong with dreamy eyes. Mom finally
gave birth to her third son, Do Anh Minh Duy. At last,
my baby sister, Doan Thuy arrived to complete a dozen.

My house was always full of children’s laughter. We
carried our father’s artistry blood in our veins. We loved
prose, poems, dance, music... With a dozen mouths to
feed, my father’s salary as an officer barely covered the
necessities. My mother ran several home businesses
that more than supplemented my Dad’s salary. We
had a great childhood, a spacious home, abundant
food; summer vacations in Da Lat, Nha Trang or Vung
Tau... Dad ordered an immense table of polished
green granite. It shined like a mirror. It was huge and it
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prominently occupied most of the space in the dining
room. At this table, our family gathered daily. In those
hot summer afternoon, uncle Thang or Hanh, rode their
bikes to the ice cream factory on Nguyen Trai Street
and brought back a gallon of icy cold creamy mixture.
Being thrifty (saving water and time in doing dishes), my
Mom scooped the entire block of ice cream into a large
bowl and placed it in the middle of this table. We each
had a spoon, and we all dug into the bowl as a swarm
of bees. My young sisters crawled onto the table and
butted their ways to get their shares of the yummy stuff.
As with clams and escargots... Mom would buy a big
sack, steamed all of them and set the huge pot in the
middle of this table for the children to swarm. With a
dozen kids to feed, Noi, Mom and the helper were ever
busy cooking. We were like a pack of hungry wolves.
Every time the maid prepared Asian crepe (banh xeo)
or steamed roll (banh cuon), all the young ones lined
up. Once, a plate was filled, it was carried to the big
table, and in a flash, it was devoured. The empty plate
was carried back into the kitchen to be refilled. Same
with clothing, Mom bought white fabric in bolts to make
our school uniforms. When we were little, we wore these
same outfits at home before and after school! In the
early evening, after bathing and having dinner, we were
allowed to go out and played on the sidewalk. We all
dressed in white, running around like a flock of white
cranes. In the morning, we just got up, washed our face,
had breakfast, brushed our teeth, and, voila, we were
ready to go to school.
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The children were happy and innocent; and, they grew
and grew. At the end of every school year, they proudly
brought home huge awards. During their teens, they
teased each others as their admirers lined up the front
door. They nicknamed each and every one of those boys,
pig nose, half blind, bean pole, fatso, dwarf... Whoever
was lucky enough to pass Dad’s stern looks would then be
lambasted by the girls.

April, the 30th, 1975 changed our life forever. Dad was
sent to reeducation camp. The two eldest daughters
were married at that time. The two eldest sons and Van
Hanh were abroad studying in universities. My mother,
liked an angry hen, fiercely defended her territory and
her bewildered children, six daughters and a youngest
son. Lonely Mom struggled to barely provide food and
clothing for the kids. The furniture was gradually sold,
all, except the piano and a few guitars. Mother wanted
to save our souls and spirits. She believed that besides
food which we barely had enough, we also need some
venues to sustain our mental health. In those rare
moments that we could spare from our busy schedule
of laboring, the children gathered with a few remaining
friends, especially some children of Bac Giao, our
neighbor, and formed a small singing group named Hoi
Ca Cam led by Anh Hai TDL.

We were poor and lonely; but, we found solace in finding
pleasures in our simplistic life. And, we thought, we just
have to wait out until our father’s return. In 1978, our
house was confiscated. The government sealed our
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house, furniture and forced us to relocate to a new
economic zone. We were blatantly blamed as traitors,
opponents, bourgeois, and enemies of the new regime.
Phuong Nam had been in Dentistry College before 1975,
so she was allowed to finish her education. Mai and Thu
just finished high school. Both were not permitted to
go on to college. Tuyet Minh was a junior and Thien
Huong was a freshman in high school. Minh Duy was in
7th grade and Doan Thuy was only in 4th grade. Mother
was terrified. What would happen to her children? How
about their future? The government would not spare
them. Being poor and stripped of all properties, they
were disqualified as citizens of the new regime. Mother
found ways to secretly send them one by one overseas
by boat. She remained with the youngest one to wait
for my father who was still in jail at that time. We were
blessed, so blessed by our ancestors’ good deeds that
all of my siblings reached the free land and we reunited
in the United States.

Tuyet Minh was slender and beautiful. She was also
smart and talented. Reaching the United States as an
eighteen years old, she skipped the senior class in high
school and went directly to the community college. Two
years later, she was accepted as student in UC Berkeley
and then graduated with honor in both her BS and MS
in Mechanical Engineering. Being a brilliant scientist,
who was in charge of key position in her company, did
not thwart her artistry capabilities. She loved to sing
and was nicknamed the nightingale of UC Berkeley.
Her passion and emotion were vocalized through her
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renditions of the romantic Vietnamese songs, “My
Bleeding Heart” (Nua Hon Thuong Dau — Pham Dinh
Chuong), “Thousand Miles Apart” (Nghin Trung Xa Cach
— Pham Duy)

Youth, fame, wealth, title, beauty Tuyet Minh had
them all. There were numerous suitors but a cruel
fate prevented Sis from simple happiness. Instead of
following a lovely path shaded with beautiful trees and
flowers, she tumbled into bushes full of thorns and
agonies. She was divorced and lived with her two little
children. Young, strong and brave, she was both their
father and mother.

She travelled all over the world for her job, from Europe
to Asia, from United States to Africa. She embraced and
absorbed the beauty of various cultures. She studied
multiple art forms, local customs; she even explored
the local cuisines. Whenever our family gathered,
Tuyet Minh served as the Chef. She showed mastery
in cooking. Her dishes were not only scrumptious,
they were also beautifully presented. Her best assets
were the ability to diverse the family attention from
her misfortune. When Mom or any of her sisters barely
mentioned her sickness in a sympathetic voice, Tuyet
Minh would abruptly change the subject:

— I just learned this new trick of deboning chicken.
Would you want me to show you, Mom?

Or:
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— Oh! red wine would enhance the flavor of the prime
rib. Sis, remember to add a cup Shiraz.

Jotting down the recipe for us, she did not forget to add:—
And, never forget our secret — a dash or two of fish sauce.
Ha! Ha!

As a single mom, Tuyet Minh remained popular.
Among the admirers, there were some well-established
gentlemen. But if her two boys did not like a particular
suitor, she would promptly terminate the relationship.
The boys and their happiness were her priority. When
her two boys were little bit older, she remarried with
the guy next door. Her little family was happy for a few
years. She gave birth to another baby boy. Then, she
was struck by cancer.

Both of us suffered from incurable illness, we
commiserated each other. My children were adults with
their career and family firmly in place. Hers were still
very young. She worried about them days and nights.
She begged the doctors for the speediest recovery
and requested the shortest medical procedures along
with the strongest treatments. Her frail body reacted
violently. Her long beautiful shining mane was fallen,
fallen. Only the shinning bald head remained. Young and
beautiful still, she looked like a Buddhist nun. We visited
her often. We felt her pain. From all corners of the vast
country, we came and gave her our utmost supports.

Afterayear-longofradiation treatments and chemotherapy,
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her cancer was in remission. Tuyet Minh resumed her
career, continued to perform in various charitable events.
Her hair returned as long and as beautiful as before. She
enjoyed life to its fullness for five years; then, the cancer
returned. .. it had spread to her bone. Her doctor predicted
that she have six months to live. I looked at my younger
sister, she gazed back at me. We were choked in our tears;
and, together, we prayed.

—Why me? Why me?

I could not answer my sister. Mother visited her often.
Mom suggested her to set up a Buddhist altar, praying to
Quan The Am (Avalokitesvara Bodhisattava) who would
bless my Sister with her needed inner peace. Tuyet Minh,
herself, built a small shrine in her back yard. She prayed
and meditated daily. It was magically, after the surgery
to remove the cancerous tumors; she left the hospital
and promptly returned to work. In between her work,
she made future plans for her three sons. And, luckily
she met an outstanding acupuncturist who enabled her
to sustain her life for another three years. In the end,
the cancer spread to her liver, her brain. Her immune
system was gone. Her frail body writhed in agony pain.
We watched her helplessly. We wanted badly to take the
pain away from her, but how? We prayed fervently to
Buddha to help our poor Sis.

— What have I done? Why it is me to suffer greatly? Do
you know why?
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| felt the pain that my sister had been suffering. My
heart hurt, my gut twisted inside; and, I had no magic
touch! Many times, I told sis that it was her karma.
Those karmas that built on each of her numerous
previous lives that followed and created unpleasant
circumstances, that made her suffered. I pleaded with
her to accept her karma, pay her debt cheerfully; throw
away all her worries, all her angers, enjoy life to its fully
even if it is short.

She screamed:

— It does not make any sense at all. This is not fair. As
you said, my karma must be enormously heavy. When
will I be able to pay if off? Will I suffer as much in my
next life?

— Well, if you don’t create additional sin, if you don’t
intentionally hurt anyone. If you strive to lead an honest
life, help the less fortunate, the old karma would gradually
be released. It is utmost that you keep your mind clear,
getting rid of all bothers in life. Bad things happened to
us because of our karma, but if we intentionally do bad
deeds, we create our own bad karma.

One day, we all visited Minh. She was all but skins and
bones; but, she was cheerful. On the table, a large golden

roasted catfish smelled deliciously, ready to be served.

— Oh my gosh, you have been sick and you cooked all
of this?
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— 1 felt extremely well this morning so [ went to the
market and bought this fish. It was so fresh because it
was swimming in the fish tank when I selected it.

— Oh no, I don’t have that courage to watch the fish to
be killed. I always buy frozen fish.

— It is already destined to be eaten. If I don't buy it,
someone else would. It is fate that it is to be eaten
today. Now, let me serve you. It is so fresh. Its meat is
firm, sweet and tasted much better than frozen fish.

Next to the enormous roasted fish, my sister set down
a large tray of lettuce and fresh herbs, a large plate of
rice noodle white as snow. And the dipping sauce, it
was perfectly seasoned. Tuyet Minh was a great cook.
By chance, my other sisters came to visit Minh also.
The four sisters, Tuyet Minh, Thuan, Thuy, the youngest,
and me plus my husband enjoyed the meal. We had
so much fun making the fish rolls, dipped it into the
dipping sauce, then bite into the sweet, tangy crunchy
concoction. Thuy also brought fried tofu with lemon
grass and chili. Our mouths exploded with flavors. We
ate and reminisced our childhood. Tuyet Minh recalled
the time she found a love letter from one of Phuong
Nam's admirers. The letter was very long, as long as the
Kitchen God’s report which was presented to The King
of Heaven. She gave it to Dad, who immediately sat on
it and made a loudest bomb. It was so hilarious, the girls
roared in laughter. The love letter was infused with such
delicate aroma. We each took turns, telling each other
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numerous anecdotes of our life when we were children,
when we were teens. Walking us to the door, Tuyet Minh
embraced all of us and cried: "I thought of you guys so
much lately. Hope to see all of you again.” When my
car pulled away, I looked back at my emaciated sister;
[ could not help but cried. I felt a bit at ease, knowing
that our young nieces often visit and spend the night
with Minh.

July 23rd, 2011 was Tuyet Minh'’s 50th birthday. We, sisters,
all came and took part in the preparation of Tuyet Minh'’s
birthday. Her friends, from every corner, come to celebrate
her last birthday. My uncle Thang flew in from Oklahoma.
Tuyet Minh in a white dress, laying on the couch like
a candle fluttering in the wind, tried so hard to smile at
mother, sisters and friends.

Two days later, July 25th, 2011, Tuyet Minh had her
last breath. We were all there with her. We all helplessly
watched her breath gradually weaken then disappeared.
Don'’t cry, we told each other. Be strong. Don'’t cry. We
wiped off our tears. Seven o’ clock in the evening, my
sister was taken away from us. Seven o’ clock!

Tuyet Minh died on Monday. Sunday was her funeral.

Brothers, sisters, friends took turn eulogize the departed
sister and friend. | was in a maze. I looked upward to the
high dome ceiling. Was there Heaven beyond this high
dome? Through the elongate window panels, the sunlight
filtering through the tree leave casted out fluttery
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shadows like angels flying up higher and higher. Had my
sister really left me? Was my sister dead? Was she?

The next day, after the church choir's performance,
our family surrounded the coffin. We bid her goodbye.
The casket was closed. The excruciate pain pierced our
hearts. Good bye sister. We will never see you again. We
silently walked beside her casket, eight of us, four on
each side. I recited in my head: Namo Amida Buddha,
Namu Amida Butsu... Namo Amida Buddha. The casket
was pushed into the cremator. Someone pushed the
button. The blaze flared up... Namo Amida Buddha.
Namu Amida Butsu. Farewell dear sister.

Like a fleeting cloud, my beloved sister came and was
gone forever.
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Tranh phu ban — Duy Thanh



The thin line between life and death

It's a Saturday morning in summer, the sky is clear blue,
without the slightest trace of a cloud, the sunlight is
of a lemon yellow color, the wind gently caresses the
skin, the smell of grass, trees and flowers permeates
the air, giving out a fragile scent. The small path gently
winds along, trees line both sides of the road at regular
intervals. On one side are rolling hills etched against the
sky. On the other is a row of houses snuggled quietly
behind patches of well-kept gardens. My husband and I
are taking a leisurely walk amid the quiet tranquility of a
small town still in its lingering sleep.

['ve just gone through cataract surgery of my right eye.
Playfully, I close my left eye, and things seem to lighten
up considerably. The leaves come into focus, clear,
iridescent, fluttering in the sunlight, the flowers seem
to brighten up, the scenery appears so clear, as though
seen through a glass door thoroughly cleaned with
Windex. When I close my right eye and open my left,
things become blurry, as though fogged up by a layer of
yellow vapor.

On that surgery date, lying in the OR at Stanford, under
the same conditions as always when I was supposed to

have a procedure or an operation requiring anesthesia,
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[ did not feel a single moment of anxiety. Drops were
dripping down into my vein from the bag above, and 1
felt myself floating gently.

— Mrs. Nguyen, shall we begin!

I heard the doctor’s voice gently hovering in my
ears, and my eyes were going numb, devoid of any
sensation... suddenly two square black spots appeared,
and then a beautiful streak of pinky red clouds floating
along. A turquoise patch flew over the clear blue sky.
Clouds of wondrous colors never seen before in my
life were floating, floating... and I entered into a realm
of marvelous peace, with a light wind blowing, and a
murmuring voice, and [ went into unconsciousness with
an amazingly soft feeling.

— All done, Mrs. Nguyen. Take a rest for a while and then
you can go home. Come back to see me tomorrow.

The doctor gently patted my arm, and the gurney was
pushed back to where it had been in the morning.

This was the second time when I'd gone through this
blissful experience. This immense, marvelous sense of
happiness, when [ was immersed in an unheard of kind
of joy...The first time was when I lay down in bed after
a meditation session.

—You got up so early this morning. Where have you been
walking? Have you gone up to the trails in the mountains yet?
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My daughter stops trimming the bushes of roses in the
front lawn, looks up and asks me as we approach home.

— Not yet. We were just walking around here. The houses
are so pretty, and the air is so peaceful. Tomorrow, when
your children go hiking in the mountains, remember to
call us to come along!

This week we're staying at our daughter’s home, taking
a summer vacation of sorts.

— Please come in to have some coffee and enjoy a
croissant before we take you for a visit to San Francisco.

Our our son-in-law calls out from inside the house, as
the fragrant aroma of coffee reaches us.

[t has been a while since we visited SF. The scenery hasn’t
changed, with the same grey sky and lots of clouds.
People still have to wear warm clothes in Summer. And
there are still the old streetcars with clinking bells taking
tourists around town.

Lombard Street still winds along, and the steep slopes
still deter inexperienced drivers... The area near the
waterfront is still crowded with leisurely visitors... After
a ride around the city, we go to a park for the children to
run and play, and afterwards when they get tired, we go
to Chinatown and have some tasty noodles at a pretty
decent restaurant.
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Back to the house, the grandchildren ask us to go for a
swim in the pool since it’s still early.

— You just had cataract surgery, be careful when going
into the water...

Our daughter keeps reminding me because she'd been
told about a case when someone went partly blind due
to negligence after having a cataract removed.

Wearing a pair of dark goggles the Hospital provided me, |
lie on the floating life-buoy in a remote corner of the pool,
leaving my husband to play with the grandchildren. My
daughter and her husband are busy preparing dinner in
the garden.

In the morning the sky has been cloudless, but now some
patches of white clouds begin to appear from nowhere,
wandering in the clear blue sky, bringing me back to a few
years back, to a time that seemed so very distant.

* %k %

One afternoon while at work I suddenly had a terrible
episode of coughing, as though my entrails were all
tearing up, and tears sprang to my eyes. I had to ask to
be released from work early. In my life I'd never liked to
go to the doctor where the wait was always too long, so
in cases like this usually I'd just get myself some cough
medicine and ask my husband to rub medicated oil
on my entire body and then take a good rest. I'd feel

326 D6 Dung



recuperated after a long nap. But this time my husband
insisted that I should see a doctor.

After the usual examination, my doctor measured my
oxygen saturation and exclaimed:

— Mrs. Nguyen, you have to go to the Hospital
immediately. The oxygen level in your blood is too low,
less than eighty percent!

Then she ordered her secretary to call the ambulance.
I looked at my husband, petrified. Was it that serious!
The ambulance came, I heard vague noise around me
and felt like a sleepwalker, lying on the stretcher inside
the ambulance swishing away with sirens wailing.

In the emergency room I was still in a state of
stupefaction. Just last week, I'd been in Houston
celebrating the lunar New Year with my younger sister’s
family, in perfect health, and now here I was, with
all kinds of lines attached to my body. Is it true, the
impermanence of all things in this world?

Every day, a nurse would come to take my blood, and
every few hours would measure my heart rate, my blood
pressure, and made me go into all kinds of test machines
to try to find out about what was wrong with me. On
those days, the weather had begun to change, it began
to rain continuously, sometimes with just a drizzle, but
on other days it poured down real hard, and the wind
was howling in bouts. In the afternoon, my husband and
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my youngest son would come to visit me and stay until
it got quite dark. At night, lying alone, I could not sleep,
my mind was filled with worries and concerns. As [ began
to drift into a difficult sleep in exhaustion, a nurse would
come again to measure my temperature, my heartbeat,
my blood level, and draw blood for testing.

[ still remember very clearly, one afternoon as [ was lying
in bed with my husband and my youngest son around
after an angiogram, a doctor came and said in a flat,
indifferent voice:

— I am very sorry, Mrs. Nguyen. You have a very rare
disease called “Pulmonary Hypertension”. This cannot
be cured. You'll have to wait for a heart-lung transplant.
You have only two more years to live... Please make
arrangements and enjoy the remaining days of your life.

My husband'’s face turned pale and my son bit his lips,
trying to hold down a sob. I was petrified by the death
sentence. | had the feeling that my face hardened and
my body went numb.

The next morning, I left the hospital in a wheelchair.
From now on I'd always have to wear a breathing tube
in my nose. For all practical purposes, I'd become a
disabled person!

It was sunny that day after a week of rain and wind. [ missed
the little house that I'd not seen for ten days, a short

time that had seemed like eternity. In front of the house,
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rosebushes lining the path were filled with flowers. In the
backyard, things were smiling in the sunlight, the apricot
tree was dotted from top to bottom with flowers of a gentle
rosy color reminiscent of Japanese cherry blossoms. The
plum tree was also covered with white flowers. The peach
tree had less flowers, showing a darker shade of pink,
standing charmingly in a corner of the garden. On the side
of the house was a trellis of grapes in the shape of an arc,
with youthful green leaves and budding bunches of grapes.
Covering the ground were patches of blooming purple and
yellow daisies, and the “Lilies of the Nile” seemed also to reach
out and smile to me... And I could also smell the delicate
scent of jasmine mixed with the fragrance coming from the
pretty roses the size of a quarter. Brilliantly red bougainvillea
vines twisted around the two columns of the patio.

It was springtime, birdies were chirping and jumping from
one branch to the next. The scenery was so beautiful,
nature was so beautiful. I felt in love with the gentle
sunshine, with the wind and its fragrant smell. Leaves were
rustling, flowers were showing their beauty... Goodness...
this beautiful scenery here, how I loved it... but in just
two years, or twenty four months, or seven hundred and
thirty more days, I'd have to leave all of that forever. Only
that little time left? And I broke down sobbing.

The following days were dreary and depressing. In the
daytime I was the only one in the deserted house,
walking back and forth... Whatever happened, I'd
have to prepare myself... ready for a long journey into
eternity. My mind was wandering, meandering around,
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then I sank my head into the pillow and cried to my
heart’s content. At night, I had nightmares in my sleep,
then woke up exhausted and filled with apprehension.

I saw myself walking in a very quiet and deserted field. The sky
was grey and I could feel some drops of rain. The immensity of
mountains and meadows, chrysopogon sticking on my face, weeds
clinging to my feet. I felt so completely lonely and abandoned.
Suddenly, a group of people appeared from nowhere and chased
me into a long alley, somewhat like a dark tunnel. I started
running and felt as though I had fallen into a vacuum. Then |
woke up, my heart pounding, my body exhausted.

Since the discharge from the Hospital, I often had
nightmares like that. In my dreams 1 often saw apparitions
that were dark-skinned and dirty, half human, half
demon, chasing me and I ran away desperately until the
time when I tripped on something or got so exhausted
that I jolted up, mumbling inaudible cry for help.

[ heard that when people are on the thin line between life
and death, they can somehow see the invisible “other”
world that they wouldn’t be able to see in the daytime
when they are well. | remember hearing my mother-in-law
on deathbed uttering in her delirium: “How come there are so
many people in this house. .. Chase them away, chase them away!”

[ felt a cold pang in my gut when I thought about my
parents, about how they would survive if I left them
before I could repay all my debts to them. I thought
about my sisters gathering in our annual reunions, about
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my children and my grandchildren...I am going to leave
them all... Some nights I would dream that [ was in a
casket wearing a red velvet dress lying peacefully and
the candles were flickering, and I would fly like a bird in
the immense sky, feeling completely free and relaxed.

[ got weaker and looked emaciated due to lack of sleep
and unfocused haphazard thinking. My husband would
take me on his days off for a stroll around the area or to
a park with beautiful trees and flowers so I could relax
my mind but I could only walk a short distance, and if I
took a couple of steps up a stair, my heart would pound
and I'd have to stop!

Then one night that bunch of ghosts came to chase me again,
and I ran away with all my might. I heard footsteps behind me,
getting closer and closer. I was so mad that I turned around,
looked straight into their faces and sternly commanded:

— Why do you follow me all the time like that? Go away!

Then I lunged toward them. They turned around, ran off and
disappeared. Since that time they never came back to chase me again.

My co-workers would come to help me with the
cooking and keep me company. Friends from far away
also phoned , and sent me Buddhist material. I began
to practice meditation. My brother-in-law gave me
literature on Bodhidharma'’s Muscle Changing Exercise (Yi
Jin Jing). I maintained weekly visits to my cardiologist,
my pulmonary specialist, and also to my family doctor.
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Each month I had to go to UCLA for treatment with an
expert in Pulmonary Hypertension. Tiéu Linh, a friend of
my sister’s, a PhD. in Oriental medicine, took my pulse
and wrote a prescription of herbal supplements to help
strengthen my health. Looking at my face, she said: *
Sister, your chi is very good, try to keep a calm mind and
all will be well.”

Every night I'd sit cross-legged doing breathing
exercises. I could not dispel all the negative thoughts,
I could not get my mind to be as clear as apple cider. |
relived my whole life from childhood through adulthood,
to the arduous struggle after 1975 when my husband
was sent to the reeducation camp and I had to go
through all kinds of ups and downs, to the days when |
lay in the small boat in the middle of the wide ocean, to
the hard life when I had to start from scratch with two
young kids to care for, to all the successes and failures,
trials and tribulations,... and now this disease. Why?
Why?... questions posed themselves, tormenting me.
There were times when I felt choked , but I tried hard to
concentrate on slow and deep breathing.

My husband, who had always been an introvert type,
talked less and less. He couldn’t find words to console
me, and had to be content with reminding me to take my
medications or taking me to doctor’s visits, or sharing
with my fits of depression. My son would move around
the house in silence for fear of disturbing me, and would
look at me with deep empathy. A couple of times, I saw
my husband withdrawing into a dark corner, crying... The
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atmosphetre in the house was so gloomy. Then I recalled
the doctor’s unfeeling expression. | was enraged and on
the next visit posed him a direct question:

— Doctor, are you God? How do you know when I'll
die? How can you say something like that to a patient?
What you say might kill a person with weak spirits even
though he might not die of his disease.

The doctor did not seem offended. He took a plastic
heart and patiently explained to me about my disease,
answering the relentless questions I put forward. Simply
put, there wasn't yet any cure to this problem. We
humans can only live if oxygenated blood circulates
in our body. The high pressure in the lungs causes
difficulty in absorbing oxygen, so the heart has to work
extra to pump blood to other parts of the body, and this
would result in the thickening of its muscles, causing it
to get bigger, and eventually it would stop working...
and he advised me to use the breathing tube day and
night to increase the oxygen levels in the blood so the
heart would have less work to do, until the day when
[ could get heart-lung transplantation. My name had
been placed on the transplant list.

Autumn has just begun... The wind is gentle, and the
sunshine is crisp. The leaves on the maple trees have
begun to turn yellow. After a couple of months, I've
gotten accustomed to wearing the breathing tube. I
listened to the tape recordings by the Reverend Thich
Thanh Tu, preaching in a soft, gentle voice, and began
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to understand the impermanence of life, the law of
cause and effect, and especially the karma we have all
created through innumerable lifetimes.

The period of depression has passed. Every morning
I'd go to the backyard to exercise and behold nature.
Yes, I'm attached to life, but I'm not afraid of death.
Everybody has to die, nobody lives forever... I am so
lucky to have been given prior warning so I can have a
chance to reflect on living and on the human condition.
[ stop tormenting myself or blaming fate or comparing
myself with others. I'd live life one day at a time and
would stand up as I've always done in the past. If my
karma consigns me to paying all my debts I'd willingly
do so and would be ready to depart from this life in
good spirit and with grace.

[ go to the Recreation Center and take classes. I study
painting, ceramics and home decoration. I make more
friends who are retirees or housewives going to class
after dropping off their children at school. I concentrate
on making flower vases, and creating little things to use
around the house. I carve pretty Japanese dolls. And
on fine days I'd take my easel to my garden to immerse
myself in the world of colors. I start writing. .. Without my
illness, would I have been able to retire early and spend
my time in comfort like this?

A friend sent me a bag of Japanese mustard seeds and
said the leaves would make very healthy food, and I

sprinkled the whole content onto the ground. After a
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couple of months, I could make a new dish by cooking
the leaves. Another friend sent me information on a
Tibetan method of exercise called the “Fountain of Youth”.
So I'd do Yi Jin Jing in the morning and “Fountain of Youth”
exercise in the evening.

When sitting down for meditation, I stop letting my mind
wander, I concentrate on slow and deep breathing, and I
can feel warm air currents moving throughout my body. In
addition to western medications that anyway could cause
many side effects, I also take oriental medicine to strenghten
my immune system and bring balance to my ci.

Time slowly goes by, I visit friends and go to meeting places.
I do not feel bothered anymore because I have to wear
the breathing tube. I even joke that I am wearing a special
kind of jewelry. I tease my good old husband to “cheer him
up”... After two years I feel healthier. One day when I went
to see the distinguished doctor who had pronounced my
death sentence two years earlier, he laughed:

— Mrs. Nguyen, you are an amazing patient. You're the
first one with this disease that hasen’t got worse. Please
try to hold out for a couple more years. Many studies
are being carried out about this disease. Hopefully
there’ll be a way to cure it soon.

Eight years have passed... and I'm still alive!

March 2011
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e Téc gia D6 Dung

“Bdc di doc loai bai viét ciia chdu, Vin phong rat gidn di ciia
chdu di chdm phét mot noi dung vo ciing phong phii vé gia dinh
néi riéng va boi canh lich sir dan téc Viét néi chung. Béc thiét
nghi chdu, mot nguoi Viét xa xit, di dong gop khing it vdo gia tai
vdn héa ctia éng cha dé lai...”

Doin Qudéc S§

“Trong tdc phim nady, P6 Dung viét van nhu lam tho, dan nguoi
doc vé chon cii. D6 14 nhitng tim tinh rat thiat. D6 Dung dung tir
vé chin dung minh qua nhifng trang viét mang hoi thé cugc song
nhiéu mau sdc. Cho di cudc song hom nay di khdc. Ti lich si,
cudc song nudi trudng,... tit ca dén thdy do!, nhitng céi thé gidi
trong nhitng truyén ciia D6 Dung da dwra nguoi doc trd lai qua khi,
khi chot nhin thdy minh ciia nhitng ngay xa xva lim...”

Bich Huyén

“...Hinh dnh ctia gia dinh, anh em, chdong con Ian Iugt di vao
tdc phidm ctia chi. Chi chup hinh hiang ngdi bit, va ngudi doc
truyén hinh nhv ciing duoc ngdm nghia nhitng tdm tinh ciia chi,
d chi bing ngoi bit nhung diing 12 Pé Dung dang théi vé ngon
gio cia yéu thuong...”

Nguyén Nhung
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