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G.B. REMOVALS
House, Office & Flat moves etc.
Local Non Local
Part Load to Single item, pianos
Prompt Reliable Service
Large Van with Tail Lift
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common

T: 0118 924:2763—m:0799.070 7125
HOUSEHOLD'CLEARANCES

(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

WATER SOFTENERS

M.P. SOFTENERS

Enjoy the benefits of soft water.
Top quality softeners supplied and
professionally installed.

Sales, Service, Block %alt delivered

TEL: 0118 941 0869
07967 009838 or
0118 972 3773

flexibility \

Designed to lengthen andsstrengthen
the entire body through a choice of
‘Workshops, Massage, Classes and
One to One Personal Training

Improve your

purestretch@live.co.uk

07809 448 972
www.purestretch.co.uk

A
PureStretch

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

Eyelash Tinﬁng
Eyebrow Shaping
Jessica Pedicures
Jessica Manicures
Bridal Make-up
Make-up & Lessons
Aromatherapy Facials

0118 972 3157

= www.chilternbeauty.co.uk &=

SONNING COMMON

PRE-SCHOOL @y
GROVE ROAD 5, 5 @
SONNING COMMON @ e : a P ﬂd
0118 972 4760 o

We are a happy friendly pre-school “3 Q
welcoming children from 2 years tﬁ : %

6 months, to come and learn through
play. We have a purpose built building ﬁ
& extensive play garden.

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 1
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm E'
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Adam’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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From
«c 1he ed TQr

Having announced that I'd be stepping down as editor after
this edition I've since decided to stay. Several people have
kindly offered to collaborate with putting the magazine
together, which should be a good help.

May saw the first parish council election in the village in more than 25 years. We now
have 12 new, elected representatives to take the village forward (see page 15).
Council meetings are open to the public, giving us all a chance to have our say on
the issues that affect us and our community.

Proposed housing development, one of those big issues, is again on the agenda. In
the last few weeks South Oxfordshire District Council has received an outline planning
application to build 50 new homes on fields behind houses on Kennylands Road
(see page 3).

Revised outline plans for the proposed 50-80 home development on Lea Meadow
are expected to be submitted to the district council soon.

We have lots of photographs in this edition, including Sonning Common from the air,
the new children’s centre, the pre-school opening and the community tea party in
the village hall. So, see if you can spot your house or someone you know!

The magazine committee has decided fo print more magazines to enable us to

deliver copies regularly fo Shiplake Bottorn and parts of Blounts Court Road and Stoke
Row Road. Volunteers to deliver the magazine in Shiplake Bottorm would be welcome.
Please contact Geoffrey Adams, distribution manager, on 0118 972 2134, ’ ’

Enjoy the start of summer!

Pl

ROS VARNES Editor
Email me at:
sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com

Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for
£1.50 a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact distribution

manager Geoffrey Adams. Email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com
Phone: 0118 972 2134

Magazine contributions may be posted to: 1 Woodlands Road,
Sonning Common RG4 9TD.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS
MAGAZINE, THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
CONSEQUENCES OF ERRORS THAT OCCUR.
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Community news:
New children’s facilities

Plans to develop the village

What's happening with the
library?

Noticeboard

In Focus:
the new parish council

Tom Fort
Letters
Diary Dates

39 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 91D
email: grahampthomas@hotmail.com
tel: 0118 972 2598

1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG
email: helen.barker@tesco.net
tel: 0118 972 1241

1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9TD
email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com
tel: 0118 972 2134

50 Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
email: pearman@dial.pipex.com
tel: 0118 972 2381 /07794 291776
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by Ros Varnes
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community news

New children’s centre
for the vi

It was a bright day for the
youngsters of Sonning
Common when the new
Rainbow Children’s Centre
opened its doors this spring.

The purpose-built centre, at Chiltemn
Edge School, offers a wide range
of activities and family support
programmes for children under-
five and their parents/carers.

lage

Current sessions include stay
and play, a music group, baby
clinic and Family Links, a 10-week
parent nurturing programme.
Facilities on-site include a family
room, baby area and kitchen as
well as an exciting, all-weather
outdoor play area. The front of
Chiltern Edge School was re-
modelled to accommodate the
new children’s centre.

As part of the £500,000 project,

a new, joint reception area was
created and the school converted
two unused classrooms info a
brand new science laboratory
and a computer suite fo support
vocational BTEC courses in science
and sport.

Rainbow Children’s Centre
manager Fran Bunkall said: “We

*An earlier application to build
the children’s centre in Grove
Road was withdrawn after a rare,
protected species of newts was
found on the proposed site.
RAINBOW CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Reades Lane
Phone: 0118 972 4024

Baby and toddler group now at
children’s centre

are so pleased that the building
has gone ahead in Sonning
Common and think that, alongside
the new pre-school and other
facilities for under-fives in the
village, we will be providing good
quality support for many young
children and their families.”

Sonning Common Baby and
Toddler Group has moved its
regular sessions to the Rainbow
Children’s Centre.

The group, which is free, meets on
Wednesdays between 9.30am
and 11.30am during term-time.
Activities include craft, snack time
and singing. To coincide with the
move the group has acquired lots
more new, fun toys.

As well as its regular sessions, the
centre offers information and
advice on a range of topics
including early years' learning and
development, healthy eating, job
vacancies, benefits’ information
and domestic abuse.

New mums, dads, grandparents
and carers are always welcome.
For more information contact: Liz
Bland on 0118 972 1081.

The new Rainbow Children’s Centre at Chiltern Edge School,
built by Lakehouse and designed by Mouchel.

Peppa Pig opens new pre-school

Around a hundred adults and children watched as children’s television
character Peppa Pig cut the ribbon at the official opening of Sonning
Common’s new pre-school.
Pre-school manager Clare Saunders thanked
fund-raisers and parents for their support. She

said: "l would like to say on behalf of all the
staff how thrilled we are with our new building.

businesses which have helped raise money to
furnish and equip the new building.

*We are sfill working hard to raise the remaining
funds we need to finish planting and

“We are very pleased with the much safer landscaping the garden.
leaming environment we are able fo offer
— no more slippery steps, uneven paths

or buckets for the roof — and a proper
entrance. The children have always had the
opportunity to play outdoors but with the
canopy they can now enjoy the experience
even more - whatever the weather.”

“If any local families, whose children have
aftended pre-school in past years, would like
o purchase a brick engraved with their child’s
name, they can order them at the pre-school.
The bricks will be laid in a paved path.”

ABOVE RIGHT: Children’s television character
Peppa Pig at the official opening of Sonning

Nikki Hampton, from the pre-school’s Common'’s new pre-school.
fundraising team, commented: “All the
committee members and staff would like o

thank all of the many local organisations and

RIGHT: Jennifer Woodward and Caroline
Bennett, the daughters of the late Kate Luckett
who worked in the pre-school for 30 years.
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An artist’s impression of what new housing
on Lea Meadow could ook like (copyright
David Parker Architects Ltd.)

Have your say on housing plans

Public consultation has begun on a
new outline planning application to
build 50 new houses in the village.

South Oxfordshire District Council (SODC)
is currently considering an outline plan,
submitted on 10 May, 1o build 50 new
houses on pasture land behind homes on
Kennylands Road.

Residents have until 10 June fo wiite to the
district council about the Kennylands Road
proposal, during this initial phase of the
planning process.

Kennylands Road Opposition Group has
been formed by some residents who are
against the plans.

Henry Pott, from the opposition group, said:
“There is no natural boundary to this site -

it backs on to an area of outstanding natural
beauty stretching fowards Kidmore End. The
worry is that it might be difficult to contain
housing development in this area in future,

if current plans are approved.

“Anyone interested in commenting on the
proposals should write individual letters to the
district council outlining all the different issues
they have.

“We do expect there to be new houses in
Sonning Common and there will always be
an element of, ‘not in my back garden’. All we
ask for is a fair fight in determining which is the
least worst option for the village.”

The application to develop the land behind
numbers 34 to 56 Kennylands Road is being

made by local house builder T A Fisher. Acting
on his behalf, agent lain Stevenson, from
Carter Jonas, said: “We think this is the best site
for development because it is well-related to
the rest of the village. It is a short walk or cycle
fo the shops, services and facilities.”

Last month a public exhibition ook place in
the village hall on a revised proposal to build
50 to 80 houses on Lea Meadow, next to the
Herb Farm, off the Peppard Road.

Agents for the landowner, Richard Scoft, will
take into account residents’ feedback from the
exhibition before submitting a second, more
detailed outline plan to the district council.

Planning consultant Ken Dijksman, speaking

on behalf of Mr Scott, said: "One of the

maijor benefits of our site is that it is entirely
confained. It can't get any bigger because it is
surrounded by protected trees.”

He went on 1o claim that if all went well with
the proposal, “new houses could be coming
out of the ground in Lea Meadow in six
months fime”.

But Michael Moore, major applications officer
for SODC, denied this was possible. “A lot of
public involvement has to take place before
we will even begin fo consider whether to
approve any application for development of
the scale proposed.”

At the end of 2010 the district council
published its new core strategy, which is
currently being examined by an independent
planning inspector. If approved, the council
can adopt the core strategy which sets out

sites for strategic housing development in the
towns of Didcot, Thame and Wallingford.

Later the council will be looking for sites for 740
homes to be split between 12 large vilages in
the district, including Sonning Common.

*In due course Sonning Common may

be expected 1o take a modicum of
development,” said Mr Moore. “How many
homes and where they go are decisions in
which the public will be involved.”

The district council would manage this public
process, he said, which would include public
exhibitions and detailed discussions with
Sonning Common Parish Council.

Further details on the Kennylands Road
planning application are available on
SODC'’s website. Hard copies are available
from the parish clerk at the village halll.
Comments on the application may be made
to: planning.west@southoxon.gov.uk

H Part of the proposed site for development in
Kennylands Road, next to Kidby's Yard.




PICTUREFRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Work cmTngﬂutfﬂf .ﬂ?rx.lfﬂaffit‘l"

Cnmplctl: framing service
Canvases stretched

Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored
Local collection/ deliwr}'

. 1% -
Oak .' Grove
Garden Services
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
FENCING * TURFING » PATIOS » HEDGING
WATER FEATURES

James Watkins

‘Oak Grove' * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH
Telephone: 0118 972 2659

T.C. FULLER

PLUMBING & HEATING

Fully qualified and insured, local and reliable.
Gas safe registered.

Installation, service, maintenance and repair.
Registered for unvented hot water & wras. Free
estimates.

Tel: 0118 9724097

Fshfe
Mob: 07800 914 880 225032 e
From 1" Apail 2009 ¢ 1134 ; registered engineers were required 1o transfer to the

GAS SAFE register

JJC Electrical Services Limited
Professional Reliable and Locel

Sonning Common based
Jerry Cole

Tel: 0118 972 1110
Mob: 0783 434 6487

E-mail: jjcelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk

by |
-
|- -

® Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires
® New installation work

® Fuschoard changes .
® Lighting advice and installation ELEcHA
& CCTV Installation :

® Gate Automation

Byways Dental Practice

Quality Care Dedicated Team

Byways provides friendly and professional dental care
and is located in the tranquil surroundings of beautiful
Checkendon village. Our services include:

+ All aspects of general dentistry

+ Teeth whitening and cosmetics

+ NHS for children & anyone in
full-time education

+ Affordable payment plans

+ Flexible opening times Byways Dental

+ Ample free car parking Practice

To book an appointment or for more
information call us on 01491 680412
or email info@ bywaysdental.co.uk

Main St, Checkendon, RG8 OSP Tel 01491 680412

Computer Problems?

Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected?

Fault Di Maintenance & Upgrades,
Data Rec Aigration, Virus Cleaning,
Networking, Broadband and much more.

o

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

GRAHANMS
MAINTENANCE

Painting & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits
Door & Window Fittings
Plumbing & Fitted Bathrooms -
Wood & Laminate Flooring
Floor & Wall Tiling, Sheds - Supplied & Fitted
Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing -
Fencing &Decking

FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114
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f"nnu r-.-h-.rmn-. eve
examinations

= Full contact lens service

= Free specs for children

= Extensive range of
designer frames

= Maln agent for Zcliss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

0118 947 2099

woanw ok !"I_ITI-I"I'I.‘.-'H.-'-. oLk
b Cihureh 51, Cavershom, Heading (opposite Wnltrise)

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ssas21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED

CALL OUT SERVICE

FULLMEMBER

OF BRITISH
j e LA R SSIITI
CRESTWELLHOUSE iSRG
Beech Lane, RGE 0PX » Woodcote Nr. Reading
Prormieror: S. ). BoNNER

01491 680216

PLUMBING
& HEATING

All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken.

ALL WORK GLUARANTEED

TELEPHONE:

0118 972 3394
MOBILE:

0771 110 9077

Kidbys

o iy

Tel: 0118 972 33 80

Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 91T
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE

For all your property maintenance requirements
including, decorating inside and out, paper
hanging, wall & floor tiling, carpentry, hand
painted kitchens and fumniture, water damaged
ceilings & Insurance work. Hedge and grass
cutting services.

Ros SmiTH
TEL: 0118 972 4560

WEE-COT SEATIN G

Upholstery, Loose Covers,
Replacement Cushions, Chair

Caning, French Polishing
& Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH
Tel: 0118 972 4560

Milse Farina
;. AUTO SER\I’IGES

S SONNING COMMON
1 0% OFF WITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM

CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00




community news

What's happening
to our library?

The strong public reaction to the
threatened closure of 20 libraries
across Oxfordshire has been
recognised by the county council.

In March Oxfordshire County Council (OCC)
decided that the proposal to close nearly half of
its libraries should be reviewed and that it would
look at all options with an open mind.

The council is expected to hold a public
consultation on the future of the library service
in Oxfordshire, due to run from now until the
end of September.

John Jackson, director of social and community
services for the county council, said: “As part

of the four-month consultation all the available
data used to support our proposal will be made
publicly available. We will be providing a profile
for each individual library which will include high
level financial information.

“*We want fo work with local commmunities and with
fiends of libraries groups to determine the future
plans for each library. We anticipate holding face-
fo-face public meetings for each library wherever
this is requested by the local community.”

In a public statement made earlier this year,
council leader Keith Mitchell said the local
authority would work hand-in-hand with
communities to find a way to keep libraries

open. However, he made it quite clear that this
could only happen if, in some places, volunteers
stepped forward “to help run them”.

The Friends of Sonning Common Library say they
are determined to continue to campaign for
professional library staff to be based in the village.
Erica Coulehan, from the Friends group, said: “We
believe vilage-based professional library staff are
essential fo the delivery of a comprehensive and
efficient library service in Sonning Common.

“We will be making it clear fo the county council
that commmunity volunteers may have a valuable
part to play in supporting library staff, not in being
responsible for running and funding the library
themselves.

"We urge people to consider now whether they
would be prepared to help at the library in future.
Please check at the library for details of how to
volunteer.”

While awaiting the public consultation period,

the Friends of Sonning Common Library have
continued to meet and plan and to licise with the
Save Oxfordshire Libraries group - an alliance of
the threatened libraries.

When full details of the public consultation
become available they will be posted on the
Save Our Library website (www.saveourlibrary.org)
and on village nofice boards. Please also check
OCC's website for information.

Volunteers required!

There are many ways in which the local
community can help to support and
develop services at the library in future.
If you are interesting in volunteering
some time to help at the library, however
little, here are just a few ideas:

Could you run 'silver surfer’ sessions to infroduce
the infernet to novices?

How about providing home-made cakes and
coffee on a Saturday morning, or just organising
the rota?

Could you assist with Saturday morning story-time
for children?

Can you act, leamn lines or dramatise a story?
You could use the library for one Saturday
morning a month o help involve children with
active story-telling.

Could you run a book club event, say for
teenagers, once a month?

Could you help to transport elderly people to
and from the liorary?

Could you visit the housebound and take them
books on a regular basis?

Or perhaps organise a fund-raising event such as
opening your garden or holding a table-top sale?

Do you have a particular skill you could apply as
a library volunteer?

The possibilities are endless - it's up to us what
we do to support our library. Forms will be
available at the library or on the Save Our Library
website (www.saveourlibrary.org) to log your
interest in volunteering. Or speak with liorary
manager Rosemary Dunstan.

The Friends of Sonning Common Library

Lilorary use
continues to rise

The total number of children’s
books being issued by Sonning
Common Library has gone up
by 23 per cent, according to
the latest figures.

All issues of books, DVDs, CDs and
audiobooks have gone up by 16 per
cent and the total number of visits by
users was up by eight per cent, from
25,571 to 27,564.

The figures, released by Oxfordshire
County Council, cover the period
April 2010 to March 2011.

KEEP THOSE SIGNATURES COMING
To date 330 signatures have been
placed on a petition to save Sonning
Common Library.

People are appealing to Oxfordshire

County Council to maintain funding
for Sonning Common Library and
village-based professional library staff.

The petition is still available for signing
at the library in Grove Road. It will be
handed over to the county council as
part of a public consultation on the
future of the library service.

PREPARE FOR THE SUMMER READING
CHALLENGE

There are no excuses for being bored
these school holidays with the Summer
Reading Challenge about to begin.

From mid-July to mid-September,
children will be encouraged to visit
the library four times for books to read
themselves or share with a parent.

On successful completion of the
challenge, children will receive a
medal and some small rewards.

Don'’t forget to look out for details of
special Saturday story times in August.



Library volunteers
are baftle-weary
from raising funds

Shortly after the village hall meeting
in January about the possible
withdrawal of funding for our library
we paid a visit to the community-
run library at West Wycombe in
Buckinghamshire.

West Wycombe's library is in a 1940s
smithy/wheelwright's building. The first
impression, with its open fire and sofas, is
of a comfortable, cramped and slightly
dishevelled reading room.

The shelving space is limited. The books are
all donated and this shows, I'm afraid, in the
quality of the books on offer. The non-fiction
section was very small and reference books
appeared to be out-of-date.

There was very little large print and no audio
books or DVDs. The children’s section was
finy compared to our wonderful selection of
books in Sonning Common. West Wycombe
has hundreds more books in store but no
space to display them.

There are a couple of computers and

any spare space is faken up with items for
sale, made by supporters to raise funds.

The abiding impression, from talking to the
volunteer on duty, was one of battle weariness
from the constant need to raise funds.

It is very difficult o give a dispassionate view
of our experience and it seems churlish fo say
anything that could be taken as criticism. It is
clear that a huge amount of effort goes into
keeping a library in West Wycombe open.

Sonning Common Library is in a very good,
well-appointed building and needs to remain
there. The Friends of Sonning Common
Library are working hard to maintain funding,
but they and prospective volunteers should
be under no illusion about how much effort
would be involved with maintaining the library
without county council funding.

George May, the treasurer of Little Chalfont
Community Library, has been quoted as
saying, “There is no doubt the correct method
of running libraries is for the county council to
doit”. And he is a man in a position to know.

DAVID IRWIN
Wood Lane

‘s\ _ _J
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Tea party goes with a swing

The village's Royal wedding day tea party was a jolly, chatty affair with much talk
about Kate's dress and Princess Beatrice's hat.

Around 100 guests attended a tea party in the village hall, organised by a group
of residents fo celebrate vilage and community life.

Chrissie Phillips-Tiloury, one of the organisers, said: “People really got into the spirit
of it all. They met people they didn’t know and all got chatting.”

From left, Jill Vallis, Barbara Butler, Sue Frayling-Cork, Carole Lewis, June Fisher, John
Stoves, Jo Stoves, Susan Rusman, Chrissie Phillips-Tiloury and Diana Atfield who
organised and hosted the Royal wedding day tea party in the village hall.

Michael Mcleod and Barbara Butler with some of the delicious, home-made cakes
on offer.

A right Royadl
event

Not fo be outdone by the villoge hall fea
party, the primary school held a special
picnic o celebrate the Royal wedding.

Children were invited to dress in red,
white and blue for the day and spent
the morning making commemorative
paper plates and crowns.

After lunch they all furned out onto the
school’s playing fields for a picnic and
to toast the new, Royal couple.

Hamish Andrews, from year five, goes
patriotic with the Union Jack.

Teaching assistant Pauline Jones hands
round some goodies at the picnic.



g EVERYTHING
% INTHE GARDEN

Established 1985

Now in Stoke Row

All types of design, construction,
maintenance and improvements.

Tel: 01491 641311
Mob: 07810 112411

01491 682412
07808 162985

Established Before 1879

TOMAILIN
AND SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD « HENLEY-ON-THAMES
Telephone: 01491 573370

,,,,,,

@ Pre-paid Funeral Plans
GOLDEN CHARTER

E. T. Sheppard

MONUMENTAL
MASON

SINCE 1940

Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at:

36 Reading Road » Henley-On-Thames

Telephone: 01491 574644

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

EST 1998

HENNELLVEHICLE

SERVICES .
— MOT TESTING

—— SERVICING & REPAIRS

— = ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
—— VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOKYOUR MoT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk v

Valvodine

Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RGY9 4QG

PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES

Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028

EVERYTHING FOR THE
HANDYMAN & BUILDER

Bishopsland Farm « Peppard Road
Dunsden * RG4 9NR

@

T’ai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
During term time

Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class
Improve your stamina, balance,
strength & co-ordination

For further information
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.org




Back pain

. Neck bai

Sonning Common Health Centre . rte‘c ‘pain

Chartered Physiotherapists po S'"JU:;eSsI

Jo Pereira MCSP o

Catfierine Matthews MCSP oint pain

. Sprains

» . i
FHexible appointments Strains
it Headache
Clinic: 01189 722 735

[ i Pre/Post op
www.functionalphysio.co.uk

Pre/Post natal

Pilates

‘\\‘ Building Decorating & Cleaning Services

oy Property Maintenance

Office Cleaning »
Painting & Decomtmg »
New Kitchans »

New Bathmoms s
Wall& Floor Tiling »

Flumbing & Heating »

Al=rations & RBenovallions =
Carpet Cleaning »
One Stop Froperty

PROMATY MANTEMANSE CONPANT e adafospmiouk & v

Functional Physio

5 Bed/4 Bath Luxury Villa,
two lounges, south facing pool.
Disney, Theme Parks and
Harry Potter 15 minutes.
Contact Clive/Geraldine
cliveandgerry @btinternet.com
or phone 0118 972 3243
Brochure available.
www.magicdaysvillaorlando.com

VILLAGE YARNS &9 OCCASIONS

For Knitting Yams, Sewing bits & bobs Greeting Cards , Party ltems
All Your Dry Cleaning, Shoe Repairs Balloons, Banners & Bows
And Alterations tel o118 9723358

Gifts for Friends & Family

Now TOGETHER at OCCASIONS in Wood lane , Sonning Common

Family Q—fa.itgff"ess_{ﬁg

\

\

In the comﬁvr‘r cf ﬁlmrr aw;.;ﬁo e y il

i
1

Ring Mauré on:
0118 972 1074

F u(fy qual'{fied' in aﬂ'agpects bf ﬁaird}essing

Stafford & Son
Local Garden & Building~
M aintenance Services L

Offering services in all aspects of gar-
den and grounds maintenance, be it
large or small.

Interior and exterior building mainte- Andrew Stafford
nance, including gutter repairs and

clearing. Call.01491 642191

General handyman y“man with van”  Mob:07899980137

services. All jobs considered at competi-
tive rates.
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Looking for someone special

Local housing association Soha is running a competition
to find the best community gems of 2011.

Liz Roberts, from Soha Housing, said: “We think that peo;?l-e who
make a difference in their communities deserve recognition.

“Who do you know who goes that exira mile to help, someone v;ho
is j be aroun
lace or is just a pleasure to
makes the world a better p N
because they’re always so helpful? Tell Soha about them and let’s

celebrate them together.” ) ;
Nominees for Soha’s Community Gems of 2011 compehhon l::nu
be Soha Housing tenants although they can be nominated by

anyone. Winners will take away £100 worth of shopping vouchers.
For more information contact

Liz Roberts, at the Resident 0
Involvement Department, on s oh a
01235 515 900, freephone

0800 014 15 45 or email mslng

housing@soha.co.uk

Big Sing raises DIg funds

The all-day Charity Big Sing event in #
month rajseq more than £1,500.

are welcomed:

Picnic in the grounds
and be serenaded

For their summer concert, the South Chiltern
Choral Society, will be taking a trip down
memory lane.

Under the diirection of Gwyn Arch, they will be singing
some of the best-known ang MmMuch-loved standards from
the Thirties and Forties.

These songs, which have stood the test of fime, include
Anything Goes, Somewnhere Over the Rainbow, Night and
Day, Begin the Beguine ang many other familiar melodies.
The Society is delighted to be sharing its Surmer

Serenade (and Strums) concert with the Tetra Guitar
Quartet, g distinguished ang exciting ensemble,

Formed in 1988, the qQuartet quickly gained an enviable
reputation for innovation and virtuosity, playing ot many of

the world's top venues ang broodcosﬁng on national radio,

All four members of the ensemble are past winners of the
Julian Bream Prize and are honorary associates of the
Royal Academy of Music,

For this concert their pProgramme will include Manuel
de Falla’s Ritual Fire Dance, The Carmen Fantasy ang
excerpts from Kurt Weill's Threepenny Opera,

Concerr-goers €an picnic in the school
grounds between the two performances,




Charity road run
raises over £4,000

The annual 10k charity road run organised
by Goring, Woodcote & District Lions Club
has raised a magnificent £4,386.

This has been divided equally between Macmillan Cancer Support in Oxfordshire
and the Thames Valley Air Ambulance.

On receiving a cheque on behalf of Macmillan Cancer Support, Julian Knowles,

fundraising manager, said: “It's fantastic that local Lions and their supporters have been

able to help us to fund our vital services across Oxfordshire.

“It is significant that 2011 is Macmillan’s centenary. Over the past 100 years the

organisation has achieved many great things for people with cancer. This year it needs

fo raise £143 million to ensure people living with cancer get the support they need.”

ABOVE: From left, Lions Jon Solman, John Bridgens and Sally Bergmann hand over a
cheque to Julian Knowles, fundraising manager for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Centenary celebrations af school
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i i hool is nearly 100-years o »
ng Common Primary Sc e
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school from years past.
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Do you have Type 2
Diabetes?

Do you know someone
with Type 2 Diabetes?

Your local NHS provides free education for
people with diabetes who are registered
with Oxfordshire GPs*

If you feel you or a member of your
family would benefit, contact the
Community Diabetes Service on 01869
604091 and ask about diabetes2gether
and diabetesdward or email
diabetes2gether@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk

*some areas use alternative services please
contact us for further information

NHS

sonningcommon

magazine



n New season’s
Lavender

Z|08 < 12 varieties

Speciality Foods

Daisy’s Coffee
Shop

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9NJ.
Tel -0118 972 4220 Daisy’s - 0118 972 3652
Open 7 days a week 9.30am to 5pm

AVIA!

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

www.avialandscapes.co.uk

» Design and Build + Maintenance « Brickwork
» Patios « Decking « Water Features - Irrigation
« Fencing « Plant Supply.

T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk

HEIGHTS

Tree Care

e All Aspects of Tree Work
e Hedge Cutting
e Private and Commercial
Fully Qualified Professionals
£5 Million Public Liability Insurance
Laurence Williams
Phone: 0118 9484274
Mobile: 07813 586 735
Email: info@heightstreecare.co.uk
Web Site: www.heightstreecare.co.uk

COLLINS, DRYLAND
& THOROWGOOD LLP
SOLICITORS

announce that as from 4th October 2010

Mrs Wendy Holmes will be working from our office at
12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU

Telephone: 01491 572323
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk

David Shailes

PLUMBERS & DECORATORS

e Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins
e Showers, Radiators and Repairs
e Full Interior &

e Exterior Decorating
e Wallpapering

10% DISCOUNT OFFERED
WITH THIS ADVERT

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

Tel: 0118 934 5029 Mob: 07708 602442
email: david.shailes@ukf.net

®)puter Frustrations?

Friendly local help with PC problems,
upgrades, wireless,
broadband and networking.

Free advice, reasonable rates.

Call David on 07980 129364

or e-mail:
help@computerfrustrations.co.uk

TEXTUREPLUS

Free Estimates
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded
Adrian Brown
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mabile: 07850 542363

Website: www.textureplus.co.uk




*!# Andrew Page Oak,

for euerythmg oak

Oak framed garages and outbuildings to enhance
your property. Garden rooms, oak furniture and
Joinery, all made to your A
exact requirements. -
Qak timber for
builders and DIY ‘.'

N
=

K

mf-aﬂnndrmpn e.cmk r.o.uk 01491 EEBZOT
www.andrewpageoak.co.uk

wood lane dentistry

Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc
Richard McQuillan BDS
Your local family friendly practice \
Routine general dentistry
Affordable dental plans with Denplan ”'b..ﬂ
Children seen on the NHS 3
Tooth whitening
Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
Ample free parking
Now taking on new patients
Saturday and evening appointments available
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ...

Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ
www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk  Telephone 0118 9722626

NJC PLASTERING

Fully Insured

Plasterboarding Rendering
Patch Repairs Over &Kim
SXimming over Artex

Tel: 01491 832512
Mob: 07876 751552

For a good clean job with a smooth finish

/ROOFING\ /SERVICES\
A GORDON |

Specialist in Slating,
Tiling and Flat Roofs
All work guaranteed

Telephone:
01491 576 463

Foster Interiors

%ﬂ"

UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS

Made to the highest standards
from an extensive range of fabrics
brought to your home.
Complete fitting and advisory service.
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete
satisfaction — Most competitive prices

Telephone: 01491 680291
Jor reliable and personal service

CHIROPODY HOME VISITS
For professional treatment & advice

contact

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Heidi Snookes-Owen

Bsc, DpodM, SRCh, MChS
HPC Registered

0118 924 2677

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied

Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

A.SIMMONITE

PAINTERS & DECORATORS
GUTTER REPAIRS & REPLACEMENT

FREE ESTIM ATES 0118 972 2667

A child's first steps into education within a caring environment

We are a small, friendly pre-school caring for children from 2 years 6
months to 5 years in a beautiful village setting. Various sessions available.

We are OFSTED inspected and registered for Early Years Funding.
For more information, please call Louise on 0118 924 2740

Registered Charity number 104-6030
The Parish Rooms, Wood Lane, Kidmore End, Reading, R&4 988,
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Vallage elects

its parish council for the first
time in over 25 years

All of Sonning Common’s parish
councillors had to stand down in May
for the local elections.

This year the number of candidates wishing to join Sonning
Common Parish Council exceeded the places available.

This led to an election for the first time in more than 25 years,
estimated to have cost the taxpayer up to *£5,000.

Atotal of 16 candidates stood for the 12 seats on the parish
council, including three of the four people who resigned as
parish councillors last December.

Although parish councillors are required to stand down every
four years, in previous years 12 or fewer people had applied
o become parish councillors. So, they were automatically
elected. Any vacancies were filled by co-opting new
memlbers on to the council.

Alan Rooke, who was re-elected to the parish council, said:
“*Competition produces vigorous, democratic councils that are
the product of having enthusiastic, informed local residents
who are prepared to stand for office and/or to vote.

Al the members of the new parish council are there in their
own right. They can go forward knowing they were elected by
the people of Sonning Common.”

Councillor Rooke, also a Conservative member of South
Oxfordshire District Council, said voter turnout in the district had
been more than 48 per cent.*

James Stone, from Beech Rise, with his two-year-
old Alaskan malamute Kikoo, outside the village

*Source of information: the Electoral Office, South Oxfordshire District Council hall on polling day.
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Who are our new parish councillors?

THE 12 NEW MEMBERS OF SONNING COMMON PARISH COUNCIL ARE:

CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY
Woodlands Road

Number of votes: 832
Residency: 12 years

Parish councillor: 3 years

Issues: Active member of the
Save Our Library campaign and
founder of the Village Gardeners.

‘I want fo continue fo work with
our energetic and proactive
parish council fo use your
money carefully and wisely for
the good of our village and
community.”

TOM FORT

Wood Lane

Number of votes: 745
Residency: 15 years

Parish councillor: 2 years

Issues: Financial support for

the Youth Centre and Village
Gardeners and campaigning for
the library to be retained.

“I want our work to continue
and | want to be part of that
process”.

BARRIE GREENWOOD

Grove Road

Number of votes: 743
Residency: 36 years

Parish councillor: 16 years
Issues: The Save Our Library
campaign and a commitment
fo a democratic, accountable
council.

“I am very concerned about
the impact of large-scale
residential development on our
village.”

Number of votes: 716
Residency: 40 years

Parish councillor: 2 years
Issues: Active member of the
Save Our Library campaign, the
Sonning Common Community
Plan group, Vilage Gardeners
and Neighbourhood Watch.

“The parish council needs to
maintain its fransparency, public
involvement and democratic
decision-making.”

CAROLE LEWIS
Woodlands Road

Number of votes: 701
Residency: 9 years

Parish councillor: 4 months
Issues: Maintaining a litter-free
Baskerville Road play area and
supporting the Vilage Gardeners.

“I want fo ensure the village
retains its character with any
future housing development
and to encourage community
involvement”,

Number of votes: 692
Residency: 44 years

Parish councillor: 23 years
Issues: Keeping Sonning
Common in Oxfordshire and the
library and Youth Centre open.

“I sit on the council to represent
all age groups and everyone in
Sonning Common”.

Number of votes: 676
Residency: Bom and brought up
in the village; close family still lives
in Sonning Common.

Parish councillor: 4 years

District councillor: 4 years

Issues: Housing, transport,
employment and support fo keep
the library and youth club open.

‘I am on the planning committee
for South Oxfordshire Disfrict
Council where I fight proposals
which are not in keeping with our
parish priorities.”

GAIL NOBLE
Sedgewell Road

Number of votes: 668
Residency: 15 years

Parish councillor: 4 months
Issues: Website creation to better
inform villagers of parish council
work.

“I am particularly keen fo bring
fresh ideas fo the parking
problems in the village.”



@ in focus

NEW MEMBERS OF SONNING COMMON PARISH COUNCIL CONTINUED ...

JOHN STOVES
Woodlands Road

Number of votes: 656
Residency: 4 years

Parish councillor: 4 months
Issues: Refurbishing the unisex
toilet and improving the villoge
environment and footpaths.

“I would like to use my
experience and skills fo preserve
and enhance the village for the
community”.

Pictures: The Henley Standard and Ros Varnes

COLIN REYNOLDS
Carling Road

Number of votes: 613 votes
Residency: 20 years

Parish councillor: 4 months
Issues: The Save Our Library
campaign and supporting the
Youth Centre.

“I would like to see the parish
council continue with substantial
initiatives to benefit the village in
these challenging times.”

DIRK JONES

Kennylands Road

Residency: 36 years

village.

Number of votes: 613

Parish councillor: 10 years
Issues: The Youth Centre and
facilities for young people in the

‘I act as an independent to
represent all residents and not
any previous faction.”

JANE DIWELL

Blounts Court Road

Number of votes: 565
Residency: 29 years

Parish councillor: 3 years
Issues: The Save Our Library
campaign.

‘I wish to ensure that the parish
council is subject to public
scrutiny and that no excessive
or inappropriate spending of
public money occurs.”

What does the parish council do?

Sonning Common Parish Council is
an elected tier of local government
and is granted a number of powers
by Parliament. These include the
authority to raise money through
taxation (the precept) and to spend
that money for the good of the
community.

The parish council has the broad
authority to do anything that will
benefit the community that is not
the responsibility of another tier of
government.

It can play a vital part in representing
the interests of the people of Sonning
Common and in improving the quality
of life in the village and the local
environment.

Each councillor is expected to play a
full role in the work of the council, faking
part in decision-making and being
involved with the local community,
events and projects.

The Powers of Sonning Common Parish
Council include:

Footpaths and highways

Providing parking places, repairing and
maintaining public footpaths.
Community transport and road safety
Supporting community fransport schemes
and providing traffic signs.

Allotments

Management and rent collection.

Bus shelters
Erection and maintenance.

Widmore Pond
Cleaning and drainage.

Village hall
Ownership. The village hall is managed by a
separate committee.

Recreation/play areas (Lea Road,
Baskerville Road, Churchill Crescent)
Providing and maintaining the recreation/
play areas.

Waste and recycling
Providing bins and employing a street cleaner.

Crime and disorder
Liaising with the police and taking security
measures.

Community plan action

Implementing, as far as possible, the results
of the Sonning Common Community

Plan survey.

Planning applications
Making recommmendations to South
Oxfordshire District Council.

Contact

For further information on Sonning
Common Parish Council contact:
Philip Collings, Clerk

Email:

Clerk@sonningcommon
parishcouncil.org.uk

Phone:
0118972 3616

Website:
WWW.sonningcommon
parishcouncil.org.uk
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WINDOWS « DOORS ¢« CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA + SOFFITS « GUTTERING « CLADDING

High quality education and child care under the
Early years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months to 5 years

Use your Local Installer with 25

® Good OFSTED report yosrs experionce

® Pre-school sessions available For a FREE quntatinn

® Open all year, Monday to Friday, Tam to 7pm Call Mike Dockree on
® Flexible hours 07785928190 or 0118 972 4376

® Early years education grants avaifable

o Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement All window and door
and Thames Valley Gym installations carry a 10 year

guarantee and the finished
product is independently

& Small friendly and personal care in
Sonning Common

inspected with all
For further information, please ask for the manager certificates
on (1118 972 4783, or visit our website,
wwnwsalphabetdaynurseries.com WINDOWS + DOORS ¢« CONSERVATORIES

FASCIA « SOFFITS + GUTTERING + CLADDING

emails: infola alphabetdaynurseries.com

g o]
.+ SERVICES L AR
— Timber wo. Arghcs, PEFEM. Gaeboi
= A __.:'- I- BNC i _. .P_.nl.ﬂl o o Boar zeh, Stock fence
0118 9w 3 ‘Gardening, - “Moriing, WeedIng; Pronify, Tlearance !

IE'TreE work - foliing. Loping, Priving, Clearance,
CDriveways - GrovelFayad Brck, Concrete
Digital TV ngﬁﬁ,%1 Sky HD, ' 4

“Ponds - walerfeatifes, Ponds; Rills,

Freesat and freeview [ T
DAB & FM aerials %Ll}g's forsala - Cubandsphtiosize,
14 Odiham Avenue RG4 6PU ERIE ok S Cotrvon
- Tel.LFax. 01189721342

Cavershamaerials@gmail.com

: Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com |
%w,- .caversham-aerials.co.uk -

i Wa hava bean trading in the village for over 40 years We stock all types of
You may be surprlsed We have old fashioned friendly Service v Animal Fead
we now stock Wo can't stock overything but wo can got mest things
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 ¥ Froren Meat
COME AND SEE US ! v Farm Feeds
OTSWOLD BAIT We Stock Products for
43a Wood Lane ¥ Animal Well Being
Also don’t forget SODIE COmPONAEA S ¥ Wild Birds
0118 9723495 ¥  Ponds
| grestedin@petcountrysupplies co !
Pﬂnd FGOd e ::u:w“ i, n: E:m“ _'I . ¥ Farm Animals
and Open...,,.Mori to Sat 9.am 1o 5. 30pm (Spm Sat) ¥ Domestic Animals
9am to 4pm Weds ¥ Wild life
Trea t me nt 5 Closed all day Sunday and Bank Haols ¥ Toys and Beds




HEATH & WATKINS

HARDWARE, PAINT, TOOLS, GARDEN ACCESSORIES, BEDDING PLANTS
AND SHRUBS, PRE-PACKED COAL THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

MAIN AGENTS FOR SUTTONS SEEDS.
SHEARS HOLLOW-GROUND & SHARPENED.
ALL TYPES OoOF KEYS CUT.

CYCLE SPARES & REPAIRS & EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL

41 A WoobD LANE, SONNING COMMON
T KipMORE END 0118 972 2107

MrFiaT | I

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! Domestic Electrical & Solar Power
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. ; y
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical, Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk
Woodwork, Glazing.
Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration Call a locally based electrician. —
for older properties. No job too small. Free estimates. e
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. Phone: 0118 907 §342
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, Mob: 0788 2737402
Hedge and Tree Cutting. Email: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk
Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 17 Burnham Rise, Emmer Green N A PI T
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates City & Guilds qualified e

07752 759908 MAPIT Part P approved El

Bath roo m B‘ iSS for beautiful bathrooms

Fully managed bathroom installation service including design
and fitting. From a small cloakroom to a wonderful wet room.

With over 25 years experience you can rest assured your new
bathroom will be installed to the highest standard.

e FULL PLUMBING
e WALL TILING
e FLOOR TILING
* WATER SOFTENERS Domestic or Commercial
e UNDERFLOOR HEATING

Supply and Fit
Installation Only

0118 972 3956
07515 168 902

cm-brown@hotmail.co.uk




ousinessprofile - advertising feature

from an exopert

During more than 25
years of tending to
the beauty needs of
Sonning Common’s
ladies, Sue Duke

has seen up to three
generations of some
Jamilies.

Sue runs Sonning Common Beauty from her
home in Newfield Road and has hundreds
of clients on her books, some of whom she
sees once every three weeks, others once in
a while for something special.

"Some clienfs have been coming fo me

for 20 to 30 years and have become good
friends,” said Sue, who qualified as a beauty
therapist in 1982. “We try to make visits here
friendly, comfortable and informal.”

Eyebrow-shaping is an aspect of Sue's work
that she particularly enjoys. She must have
found her true vocation, since, even ot
school, girls were queuing up to have Sue
shape their eyebrows!

A good eyebrow shape can redlly lift a
person’s eyes and face and take years off
them,” according to Sue. “Tinting is also a
good idea to give added definition to well-
shaped brows.”

As well as providing a full range of beauty
freatments, Sue tries fo pass on to her clients
some of the valuable knowledge and
experience she has gained over the years.

One area she is particularly concemned
with is damage to the skin by the sun. Sue

believes people are never too old or young
o protect their skin against sun damage.

She aadvises her clients to use a broad
spectrum sun block - to protect against the
sun’s UVA rays, which cause ageing, as well
as the UVB rays which burn the skin.

Said Sue: “The sun’s UVA rays are responsible
for most ageing as they penetrate deep into
the skin, damaging its elasticity and causing
lines and wrinkles. These rays are at the same
intensity all-year round, even on dull, cloudy
days and can penetrate windows and
windscreens.

*So, it is important o use a sun block over
daily moisturiser. The sun protection factor in
most moisturisers and foundations just works
against UVB rays.”

A range of face creams with both UVB

and UVA protection are on sale at Sonning
Common Beauty. Spray tan treatments are
also offered. These are quick and easy to
apply and are effective for up to 10 days
with regular moisturising.

Many treatments can be individually-tailored
and include manicures, pedicures, facials,
waxing and massage. Wedding, holiday and
new-mum packages are available along
with regular special offers. Some reduced
price treatments are available each week.
With two freatment rooms, friends and
relatives can visit af the same time.

Sue’s daughter, Lindsey Youngman, is
currently working alongside her mother
offering a full range of salon-based beauty
freatments.

Lindsey is also a freelance hair and make-
up artist. Trained at Shepperton Studios in all

aspects of make-up, Lindsey has worked on
filmn and in television. She will visit clients at
their homes to do their make-up and hair for
special occasions such as weddings and
can provide make-up for photoshoots and
events including fancy dress parties.

Anna Hands is the latest recruit to the
Sonning Common Beauty team. Now a fully-
qualified beauty therapist, some clients may
have met Anna while she completed some
of her training with Sue.

Sonning Common Beauty

12 Newfield Road
Sonning Common
RG4 91B

Phone

0118 972 3059

Email
sonningcommonbeauty@hotmail.co.uk
Website
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

If you would like to advertise your business in this way please email sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com

Telephone Graham Thomas on 0118 972 2598 or write to Business Profiles, 39 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD
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Tom Fort

CURIOUS INSTITUTIONS

As | write this, | am waiting to  and offen my chin used fo sink Buckinghamshire voting to retire

hear if | have managed to fowards my chest. their vilage handyman and litter

be elected back onfo the On one occasion a council clerk ~ Collector on the grounds that,

parish council. | have, as rang up to complain about my at 89, he was past it. “Callous

fhe saying goes, submifted  gumbering through discussions council sacks great-grandad

myself fo the voters’ on street lighting and kindred BIl, was the headline, or words

judgement. I'm hoping matters. A supporive colleague {0 fhat effect, and I managed "Why”, | asked? "Because it is”,
they like me; if not | will try who took the call said | had to sell the story fo the Sun. They she answered. Confronted with
to accept their verdict with been working very hard, was hated me. such irefutable logic | gave in.
dignity and not cry like a under great pressure efc etc. When | joined Sonning Common  And she was right. Sometimes
baby and bang my head “Iwouldn't mind”, the clerk Parish Council, several people it's boring, sometimes it can get
on the wall protested, “but the last fime he asked me why. The immediate quite nasty, often it's frustrating.
They are curious institutions, came he did exactly the same”.  ynswer was that | was subjected Overall, though, | can say with
parish councils. In my youth as Very infrequently a decent to moral blackmail by someone my hand on my heart that it has
a local newspaper reporter | story popped up from the who shall remain nameless. been rewarding for me. Whether
covered countless meetings. regular dross. | renember She said it was time | made more  anyone else agrees is another
Most were extremely boring Wraysbury parish council in of a contribution fo village life. matter.

Do you ever have one of those times when you have

a book list as long as your arm, a pile of books on

your bedside table but nothing that you want to read?

The new Rose Tremaine, Sebastian Faulks and Julian

Barnes don’t cut the mustard and even Jim Crace
REARRANGING THE sends you yawning fo the Sunday supplements. If so,
WORLD then this is the book for you.

Edited by Josephine Balmer This tempting anthology crammed with shippets of poetry and prose
leaves you wanting more and eager to search out the whole book to read.

The book has been arranged in chronological order tracing human
existence through all its diversity from birth to “calm old age” and beyond.
All the extracts are from books that have been best sellers or won literary
prizes in other parts of the world.

Rearranging the World celebrates our similarities but revels in our cultural
: differences. It is published by The British Centre for literary translation, the
Rearranging slogan for which is, “Reaching readers through libraries”. What an irony
l'h'.’.‘ \Uﬂl C considering the threat that hangs over our library. B

reesimas CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY
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Magazine is self-financing

| feel | must clarify some points with
regard to the organisation of Sonning
Common Magazine, following recent
claims made in an electioneering leaflet
circulated to the village.

The magazine is a not for profit organisation. It is
run by a committee of volunteers and distributed
by a further 70 volunteers, all of whom wish to
serve the community and contribute to the life of
the village.

The magazine is self-financing and is paid for
almost solely by advertisements.

At the start of the financial crisis a few years

ago, the then committee took the considered
decision to hold down advertising rates as a way
of helping hard-pressed village businesses.

Reserves were deemed to be sufficient to
support this course of action in the short term.
Small but manageable losses were incurred for a
couple of years as a result.

At the start of this year, the new committee
reviewed the magazine’s finances. A five-year
business plan was produced and advertising
rates were increased.

Shop music is unpleasant

and intrusive

Graham Thomas (letters, April/May edition) is
right about the music played in the Co-op.
It is unpleasant and intrusive. It was always a
pleasure to shop in Somerfield where there
wdas ho music.

The reply received by Mr Thomas is exactly the same
wording as the one we received when we wrote fo The

Co-operative Head Office, complaining about the music.

It is a standard response with no reference whatsoever to
the branch in Sonning Common.

It is very hard to imagine that numbers of local shoppers
have gone out of their way fo say how much they enjoy
the music.

There is a disturbing belief in many quarters today
that shopping becomes pleasant only when it is
accompanied by someone else’s choice of music.

It would be very helpful, we suggest, if other customers
who object would write o the branch manager, for
forwarding to head office.

DOUGLAS AND YVONNE KEDGE
Lea Road

At the same time the magazine’s production
costs were re-assessed and new quotes obtained
for printing. The re-designed publication now
costs less to print than previously even though a
higher grade of paper is used.

The magazine is grateful to Sonning Common
Parish Council for a £500 grant this year.

The Oxfordshire Community Council suggests that
parish councils have a responsibility to ensure
their communities are kept informed of activities
that relate to them and to support social
cohesion.

As the magazine contributes to both of these
areas, the committee felt it was right and
proper to approach the parish council for
some financial support. The parish council
not only approved the grant but agreed to
look kindly on further annual requests.

As a result of all the funding measures taken,
the magazine had a small surplus this year and
anticipates being able to fully cover its costs
next year. B

GRAHAM P THOMAS
Chairman, Sonning Common Magazine

Thank you for your concerm

Our family has been overwhelmed by the number of people who
have shown their concern and support for our son Chris Butler-Smith
over the past five months.

Many people not only knew about Chris’s brain aneurysm but
professed their respect and gratitude for all his help during his 31
years of working for the Sonning Common Vauxhall garage.

Chris is now recovering from a very successful operation and should
be back 1o his old self within weeks.

ANN AND BOB BUTLER-SMITH
Westleigh Drive

We still need your unwanted wool

Thank you to everyone who has donated their unwanted double
knit wool to our knitting group. Thank you also to those who have
volunteered to knit with us.

As there are more of us knifting we now need more wool. We make jumpers
and blankets for children af a creche in Kenya. Donations of wool, preferably
double knit, can be made to 86 Wood Lane. Thank you. I

LINDA WEBB
Wood Lane
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SOOT your house”

This aeriel photograph of Sonning Common was kindly supplied by
Daren Greenhow, of Old Copse Gardens, the sculptor who featured
in the last edition of the magazine. He got the images by aftaching
a camera to a small, radio-controlled model! Daren is happy to
send free copies of his photographs to villagers via email. Contact
him af: info@recycling.me.uk

The Hare and Hounds pub, Woodlands Road, can
be seen in the centre of the photograph (white
building on the crossroads) with the Baskerville Road
play area on the right-hand side.
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St John the Baptist, Kidmore End
Christ the King, Sonning Commaon

Saturday, 25 June is the date of
our Gift Day, which will be held
at both ends of the parish. Gift
Day is when all parishioners —
whether church members or not
— can make a donation towards
the support of our two churches.
Christ the King will be open to receive
donations between 2pm and 3pm,

that day. St John's will be open between
10am and 12 noon, and the church

choirs will present a concert there at
11am — an occasion not to be missed!

Anyone wishing o make a Gift Day
donation but who cannot get to the
church on Gift Day, should make their
cheque out to KESCPCC and send it to
the Rectory.

The Little Lamlos Group (for children under
five and their parents/guardians) will have
ifs last meeting before the summer break
on Wednesday 29 June, af 9.30am, in

St John's. Enquiries to: Felicity Cooper on
0118 947 7862.

The Lamb and Flag is our church
magazine. For £5 a year, a copy will be

delivered to your door each month —
together with a free copy of the Oxford
Diocese newspaper. Enquiries to: Neil
Scotton 0118 972 3890.

On Sunday 31 July there will be no
morning service at Christ the King. There
will, instead, be a combined Benefice
service at St John’s Church, Kidmore End,
at 11am.

NEIL SCOTT
(On behalf of the Parochial Church
Council)

MagiKatﬁ Maths and English

Maths and English Tuition offering extension,
consolidation and remedial programmes to
support students from preschool to GCSE.

E"—bt-.!.
* Year round workshops * Builds confidence

* More than just worksheets
* More than just a tutor
* Every child an achiever

Workshops now
available in

To get in touch:

0118 947 0664

www.magikats.co.uk

s
lan’s
Valeting Service

FAST ¢ FRIENDLY ¢ RELIABLE
FULL VALET SMALL CAR £30

FULL VALET LARGE CAR £40

Will pick up and return spotless
inside and out

Call
07597 081927

Walls, Fences, Patios, Bin Stores, Drves and Paths

Turf, Pecking, Peraolas, Log Stores

Unit 1 Southview Park, Caversham, Reading, Berks, RG4 5AF

Email: Sales@gardencontracts.co.uk
For fencing on-line visit www.fencestore.co.uk
For garden buildings on-line visit www.shedstore.co.uk
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Maryella Brown .
Decorating to Complete Home Improvements |
Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875 |

Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com :

Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk

DK Bullders

20 Years Experience
Brickwork - Extensions

Garden Walls - Patios

vwen.=...and much more

Call Daren on 07951 736745
for a FREE ESTIMATE

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Matal

Mondays f Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (& In Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

Christine Brook - Member of Body Control Pilates Association
Ring 07789 717017 or email chris@timedpilates.co.uk

Website at www.timedpilates. co.uk

AUSTIN

BARRIS
I [ w—

Beville

ESTATEAGENCY

Providing a complete property service
Residential & Probate Valuations

Development & Planning Advice
New Homes Financial Advice

Personal and professional service with

in depth local knowledge

Contact us for a free valuation

0118 924 25 26

Email: info@beville.co.uk

28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common,
South Oxfordshire RG4 95U

www.beville.co.uk

CURTAINS,
BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR

0781 561 0007

T.V. & VIDEO
RENTAL

RADIO & T.V.
SALES / SERVICES

REPAIRS T0
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

KIDMORE END 0118 972 3098
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DID WE SHOP FROM 1900 TO 20117

In response to a query |
received | began to look

at changes to the shops in

the village over time. Below

is a survey of village shops,

as rememibered by several
residents. Another important
source of information was Fred
Richens' invaluable account,
The Village That Never Was.

Not surprisingly there have
been numerous changes
during this period, reflecting
the changing lifestyles of
Sonning Common residents.
Dates are hard to pin down.
Confirmation of dates is
welcomed along with pointing
out names | have forgotten or
inaccuracies | have made.

Write to the magazine at

1 Woodlands Road, Sonning
Common RG4 9TD or email
sonningcommonmagazine
@googlemail.com

WOOD LANE - FROM THE
PEPPARD ROAD JUNCTION
Brinds Corner was named after
the butcher’s business established
beside the road junction in 1905
which was sold to Len Gash in
1968. The shop was later divided
info the current two parts, the front
becoming an off-licence and the
back remaining a butcher’s shop,
now Carl Wood's.

The chemist’s shop was opened
in 1958 by Mr Hibbert, sold on to
Mr Carson and then to the present
owners in about 1999. It has
recently changed hands again.

Next door was Brewer’s, the
butcher’s, featuring an interesting
old mahogany cash booth;

this shop became the Tandoori
Connoisseur.

The next three shops along were
Amazing Yarns which became
Yeungs Chinese Takeway. The
middle shop was a hairdresser’s
run by Ann Devlin, a corporate
logo business and a pond
supplier before again becoming
a hairdresser’s — Shannens then
Serenity. Finally came Davies'
greengrocer’s and off-licence,
which is now Occasions.

Where JDP Engineering was
(empty at present) is the site of the
first shop in the village - a general
store founded by Fred Stannard

in 1903. Later, his son-in-law Mr
Nickless took it over.

When Mr Stannard died in

1936 his shop was run by Mr Fry
before becoming West’s mini-
supermarket and later offices.

Heath & Watkins was built in the
1960s and is the oldest business
in the village. Next door was
Crescent Stores, later Martins, the
newsagent, then an upholstery
business and now Pressed

For Time. The Pet Stores hasn't
changed since it was set up.

CROSS OVER THE ROAD
The commercial block at the
top of Green Lane was built in
the 1960s. It housed a branch of
Barclays bank until about 1966,
then a com merchant and now
the CCA charity shop. An estate
agent has always operated next
door - first Scotchborooks, then
Nicholas and now Davis Tate.

Round the corner are the fish
and chip shop, the vet and the
hairdresser — currently Forresters
- which haven't changed since
being first opened.

The Post Office was built by Eddie
Nickless in 1937. He sold it to John
Goodwin in 1965 who sold it on to
the One-stop group. Daisy’s next
door has always been a bread
shop under various names.

On the corner with Woodlands
Road, Rogers opened a grocery
store in 1908 as competition fo
Stannards. This became Plumbs
in 1913 which aspired to being
‘high class’, taking deliveries from
Harrods!

The shop was taken over by
Kilby's, a subsidiary of International
stores in 1933, later by Gateway in
the 1980s, followed by Somerfield
and now The Co-operative.

THE PEPPARD ROAD

What is now Beville Estate Agency
was originally Josey's, the coal
merchant’s office. This was a
prosperous and very important
business in the days before gas

heating. Hozel Gardens was once
Josey's coal yard.

The paper shop was originally run
by Fred Pointin, later by Dents and
by Edward Fulford, from the 1940s
for 10 years. It has always been

a newsagent’s. But a succession
of betting and hairdresser’s shops
have operated next door, along
with Villoge Yamns and now the
Village Barbers.

The electrical shop was originally
a draper’s shop, opened in 1906
by the Howes family. This was a
successful business, drawing in
custom from around the area.

It was sold in 1966 after 60

years and later became a
launderette.

At various times there were other
general stores in the village: one
in Baskerville Road, one in Grove
Road and one at the top of
Wood Lane - Newells then Stuarts
- a very popular store which sold
fresh vegetables direct from
Covent Garden.

Although businesses have

come and gone, this village has
managed to refain a diverse
selection of shops serving

most of our everyday needs.

We need to support them if
Sonning Common is to retain the
successful community spirit that
makes it such a popular place
fo live in.

By JILL KENDAL
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your next MoT on
production of this voucher

As Reading’s longest established Vauxhall dealer, we offer unrivalled
levels of customer service and great value for money. In stock, we
have the best selection o
can guarantea wea will nof

w and used Vauxhalls in the area and
[ bea!g_rfn price or choice.

e 'onﬁmonﬂduxhall Sy,

Sonning ﬁnrﬁmun_ﬁar qge Lfd ~
0118.972 2 _._21

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING

Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

(o EQSTON wfummn

F'HOPERTYCAHE bomesnx (1)

mstauen |-

* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms
* Landscaping and fencing

0118 947 7738

07717 295679
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats

Small Pets -
g

Dog Walking

Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536

c Abbeycrest

‘Nursing Home

Essex Way, Kennylands Road
Sonning Common Reading RG4 9RG Telephone: Reading 0118 972 4414

Full Medical NURSING CARE - 24 Hours a day QUALIFIED and VERY CARING Staff.
Long Term and Holiday Stays — Subject to Availability.

A superbly equipped, centrally heated home with Nurse Call, colour T.V.s etc. in all
bedrooms, lounges, etc.

Abbeycrest has 14 single and double bedrooms to give a maximum of 24 beds.

When you really care about the tender loving care your loved ones deserve please
contact:
MATRON TeLEPHONE: 0118 972 4414 or call in and visit us.

Please make enquiries re. Staff Vacancies to: the Matron on Reading 0118 972 4414
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Peppard Road

A i iali Sonning Common
FlttEd carpets & VInyI speclaIISt (Registered Charity No. 1062939)
Underlays & Fixings Supplied # Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
. and dance studio
Re-Adaptions & Restretches # Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels
Measuring Estimating & Planning # General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities
b 4 Pre-School programmes
Carpets ~ Vinyl ~ Amtico ©~ Kamdean # Ballet Classes

¢ Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)
4 Gym Birthday Parties

MICHAEL HODGSON 4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

Dean & Milward

insurance brokers & financial advisers
3 Market Place Mews Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 578259 Fax: 01491 410597

Motor Insurance

It really is worthwhile asking us for a quote

Over 200 happy customers in
Sonning Common.

Instant Professional Save
SERVICE MONEY Milo and Michael Harper
4-,3“"' WFGt, MEMBER OF
s nc::un % m ;
1‘_I':u':l::::‘ 3 THE INSTITUTE OF Milo Technical Sl.'lp[l'l]'l't
40‘ ‘fﬁ INSURANCE BROKERS
Wi 0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

OPTIPLAN

bespoke kitchens

We have moved to our new
larger improved showroom at:

Wyevale Hare Hatch
Garden Centre

Bath Road

Hare Hatch

Twyford

Berkshire RG10 95SW

Telephone: 0118 940 6600

Fax: 0118 940 6622
Email:

henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk

Website:
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday — Saturday
9:00am — 5:00pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays
by appointment only

& 13 Full dis

. e =
ey SRR . «Manufacturer and Retailer — No Middie Men!
E:Jra:'??‘ gafadrb?im%s{md ) *Bring in your own Measurements for an «Kitchens Handmade to Any Size or Colour
e e on-tha-spot Cuote Granite and Corian Worktop Specialists
De Dietrich .-f'-.ppl'rance centre *Project Managed Installation Service « Factory Visits Welcome

) +20 Year Guaraniee on Fumniture Ovwver 17,000 salisfied cusfomers in this area
Bosch Appliance centre established 1984

Displays featuring
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FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town centres.
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.
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& extensions, relurbs & painting., decorating
®  Conservalonies o wall & floor tling
& rodding. gullermg o wood & laminate flooning
& soffies, fascias ® ganden miintenence, fencing,
& pew Kitchens, new bathrooms sheds, decking etc
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Free
2ok Estimates

Fed Up With Call Centres

Barrs Insurance
Mark & Helen Richards

Your Local Insurance Brokers
For The Unusual & The Usual

Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance

* House & Contents - Business -« Liabilities

« Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity
* Horse « Shops « Sickness / Accident

Commercial / Unusual Vehicle
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome

0178 924 2603

mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
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TANDO&RI

21 Wood Lane
Sonning Common
0118 972 3104 /972 1054

ORI,

Come & Experience authentic
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine

* Fully Air-Conditioned
% Large Groups Catered For
* Open 7 Days a Week

TAKE-AWAY MENU
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

S J HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner

All carpentry work undertaken
MDF built-in furniture a speciality
Quality craftsmanship

Telephone Steve on: 0118 972 3602
Mobile: 07887 653866

S o/nnLn?/ @n/mnto/n g?) wuiy/

12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

* MANICURE - PEDICURE « ORGANIC FACIALS
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS
* WAXING e« LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS
* SPRAY TANNING « MAKE-UP + MASSAGE
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Gift Vouchers Available
Some reduced price treatments available each
week please ring to check availablity




EDS School of Motoring
0118 972 3349 / 0794 057 9018
edsschiooloimotoring@yahoo.co.uk

Creating
good safe
drivers
for life

2 nobleintentions
landscape garden design

Professional
advice, design &
planting for your
garden.

Call Gail Noble
on01189723214 |~

www.noble-intentions.com | | : R

Canine Hydrotherapy Centre

Rehabilitation for pre or post operative/ injury
To improve mobility in the older dog

To improve general condition and fitness
Weight management

To improve mental well-being & quality of life
To increase muscle mass, tone & stamina

Fun! A great way to exercise your dog

Largest pool in the area Fully Insured
Qualified staff NARCH & CHA Registered
Shower and Drying facilities  Recognised by Pet Insurers

\®

Weddi ngs Funexals

_/Uam{—%e:ﬂ.{ g:;rt Bﬂuquefs

WNational & Intexnational Deliveries
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42 Wood Lane = Sonning Common » RG4 95L
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916

Qe turn (ﬁ::efmﬁa into ﬁﬂwera

Doggy Dips

Doggy Day Care

Home alone is no place for a dog for long periods
of time so at Doggy Day Care we ensure that
your dog has a fun time when you are unable to
be with them. Your dog will be walked, played
with, fed and allowed to curl up for a sleep.

Doggy Behaviour Correction

We offer a one-one service to help you correct
poor and unacceptable behaviour. We have
many years experience in dealing with
behaviour correction so if it’s constant barking,
lead pulling, aggression or some other problem,
call us for a chat or simply pop in to the Centre.

0118 972 4849
Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road * Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9]T

www.doggydips.co.uk



