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• What are some of the biggest misconceptions people have about Dependent Personality 
Disorder?

I feel that people don’t always understand me and sometimes see me in a very different way to 
how I would like to be seen. At times, I feel like I have to play a character just to please others.

• How has DPD affected your journey in music and building RAW DnB?

For the label, it’s about staying on track and getting everything done as efficiently as possible. 
Motivation doesn’t always come naturally, so I’m the kind of person who needs lists and Motivation doesn’t always come naturally, so I’m the kind of person who needs lists and 
reminders around my PC screen. Seeing unfinished tasks can really bother me, so I feel driven 
to get them completed.

• You also live with ADHD. When did you first realise ADHD was affecting your life?

As an adult 

• How does ADHD affect your focus, creativity and day-to-day routine?

Focusing on one task at a time is important for me. My medication helps with this, as without it I 
can find myself bouncing between different tasks rather than staying focused on one thing until can find myself bouncing between different tasks rather than staying focused on one thing until 
it’s completed.

• Do you feel ADHD has also helped your creativity in any way?

I often hear random sounds in everyday life and record them on my phone to use as samples. 
They can spark ideas for new music and help with my creativity. Some ideas work out and some 
don’t, but it’s a really useful tool for me and an important part of my creative process.

• You've also experienced severe depression. How would you describe what that has been 
like for you?like for you?

To be fair, I never really believed in depression before. I used to hear people talk about it, but I 
didn’t fully understand it until I went through it myself and reached my lowest point, where I 
didn’t want to be here anymore. I can now say it is very real, and it is a massive thing to deal with. 
I feel lucky that I have music in my life to help guide me through, because not everyone has that.
Going through this has taught me a lot. Now, when I see someone around me struggling, I always 
try to listen and help the best I can. Men’s mental health is such an important subject, and it is 
still not spoken about enough.still not spoken about enough.

• During your darkest periods, what helped you keep going?

My friends being there for me has made a huge difference. Even a simple message can go a long 
way. I honestly don’t think I would be here without those special people in my life.

• Has music ever helped pull you through difficult moments?

Every day music is life 

• How do you cope now when your mental health becomes difficult?

I still have my struggles now, and I can find it difficult talking to people at times. I try to keep busy I still have my struggles now, and I can find it difficult talking to people at times. I try to keep busy 
and focus on music, but sometimes I just need a bit of time to myself to play a game or simply 
relax. In the end, things usually work themselves out, and I’m learning a lot about myself along 
the way. One of the biggest things I’ve learned is that it’s okay for men to cry too.
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• Has the scene supported you through difficult periods in your life?

Yes — within RAWDNB, definitely.

• How important is community within underground music?

So important. Without underground music, the foundations just aren’t there.

• Have there been people in the scene who have helped you through your toughest moments? 

Agro, along with my friends and family, have been a huge source of support and inspiration 
throughout my journey.throughout my journey.

• What lessons has music taught you about resilience?

It takes time. Don’t feel lost if your music isn’t where you want it to be yet. It’s all part of the 
learning curve. Keep working, keep improving, and most importantly, keep believing in what 
you’re doing.

• Do you think artists sometimes feel pressure to hide their struggles?

Yes, I think we all put pressure on ourselves at times. That’s why having a good support network 
around you is so important. We need to support each other, share knowledge, and help one around you is so important. We need to support each other, share knowledge, and help one 
another through the challenges that come with the journey.

• How important is it for artists to talk openly about mental health?

Very important. Mental health affects so many people, and the more openly we talk about it, the 
more we can break down the stigma surrounding it. It’s important for artists to know they’re not 
alone and that there is support available when they need it.

• What does success mean to you today?

Success to me means living a happy and fulfilling life. I’ve never been driven by fame; my goal Success to me means living a happy and fulfilling life. I’ve never been driven by fame; my goal 
has always been to do what I love full-time. If I can make a living from music while staying true to 
myself and enjoying the journey, that’s success.

• Has your definition of success changed over the years?

Yes, I think it comes with age. When you're younger, it's easy to focus on things like recognition 
and achievements, but over time you start to appreciate what really matters. For me, success is
now more about being happy, doing what I love, and having a good balance in life.

• What keeps you motivated when things become difficult?• What keeps you motivated when things become difficult?

My family. They are my biggest motivation and the reason I keep pushing forward when things 
get difficult. Their support means everything to me, and they remind me why I started and why 
it’s worth continuing.
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• Do you think your struggles have ultimately made you stronger? 

II think my struggles have made me see things differently, but in terms of being stronger, I’m still 
dealing with it. I don’t want to pretend everything is easy or that I’ve got it all figured out, because 
I haven’t. I’m still working through it.

• What would you say to the younger Thomas?

II would tell the younger Thomas that it’s okay to feel this way. You don’t have to understand 
everything straight away, and you don’t have to be hard on yourself for struggling. Just keep everything straight away, and you don’t have to be hard on yourself for struggling. Just keep 
going, because things can change.

• What message would you give to someone who feels hopeless right now?

To anyone feeling hopeless right now, I would say talk to people. Cry, scream, let it out — do 
whatever helps you get through that moment, as long as it doesn’t hurt you. This is the only life 
you have, so try to make the most of it. Remove the dead wood from your life and put yourself 
around people who genuinely love and care for you. One day, the people watching from the 
outside will see how far you’ve come, and you will come out on top.outside will see how far you’ve come, and you will come out on top.

• What do you hope people remember about Thomas Leggat?

I hope people remember that I tried. No matter what challenges I faced, I always gave my best 
and kept pushing forward every day.

• What legacy would you like RAW DnB to leave behind?

I’d like RAW DnB to be remembered for helping as many up-and-coming artists as possible. That 
has always been the goal from day one — to give people opportunities, support, and a platform to 
showcase their music.showcase their music.

• What are your goals moving forward personally and professionally? 

My goals moving forward are to make the upcoming event in Southampton this August a success 
and to keep getting my music out there. On a personal level, I just want to keep working on being 
the best version of myself. Looking ahead, next year marks 10 years of RAW DnB, so we're already 
planning a lot behind the scenes to make it a major milestone. My debut album is on the way, and 
we have some incredible projects in the pipeline from our current artists. We're also starting to 
work with some exciting rising stars.work with some exciting rising stars.
As for upcoming releases, my album will be dropping this year. We also have new music on the 
way from Tripsta, L-Iam, and the return of Afterburner, along with another various artists release. 
And that's just over the next couple of months — there's plenty more planned for the second half 
of the year.

• What's next for RAW DnB?

Next year will be 10 years so planning loads now as want to make this a big milestone. My debut 
album is on the way, and some amazing projects are in the pipeline from our current artist. Also, album is on the way, and some amazing projects are in the pipeline from our current artist. Also, 
we are starting to work with some amazing rising stars.  

• Are there any upcoming releases, events or projects you'd like to tell us about?

My Album is dropping this year, and we have some new music from Tripsta L-iam and the return 
of Afterburner. Also, another VA and that's just in the next couple of months there is loads more 
back end of the year. 
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WHATS ON...
Drum and Bass: Edition
Drum and Bass: Edition is back in Brighton with DJs and 
MCs across Drum & Bass, Grime and Jungle.
Age - 18+
Date - Friday 3rd July 2026
Time - 11:00pm-5:00am
Admission -Admission -
Address - Horizon Club, 211-214 Kings Road Arches, 
Brighton, BN1 1NB

TANK 12th Birthday x Sound Of Bassline!
TANK celebrates 12 years with Sound Of Bassline and a huge 
birthday line-up.
Age - 18+
Date - Saturday 4th July 2026Date - Saturday 4th July 2026
Time - 8:00pm-4:00am
Admission -
Address - Tank Nightclub, 53-55 Arundel Gate, 
Sheffield, S1 2PN

Fatboy Slim – Big Beach Boutique

Friday 17th July 2026
1:00pm til 10:30pm1:00pm til 10:30pm
"Another massive beachfront rave with Fatboy Slim."
Admission: See Skiddle
18+
Brighton Beach

Culture Live Day Party
Saturday 18th July 2026
4:00pm til 11:00pm4:00pm til 11:00pm
"House, R&B, Hip Hop, Reggae and Amapiano 
celebrating Culture Live's third anniversary."
Admission: See Skiddle
18+
Club 360, London

Solihull Summer Fest
Saturday 18th – Sunday 19th July 2026Saturday 18th – Sunday 19th July 2026
11:00am til 10:30pm
"A weekend of dance music, live acts and summer festival 
entertainment."
Admission: See Skiddle
All Ages
Tudor Grange Park, Solihull



WHATS ON...
App Fest UK

Thursday 30th July 2026
"Summer music festival with dance and live 

performances."
Admission: See Skiddle

See event listing
UK VenueUK Venue

Open'er Festival
Wednesday 1st – Saturday 4th July 2026

"A huge European electronic and live music 
festival featured on Skiddle."

Admission: See Skiddle
Various Ages
Gdynia, PolandGdynia, Poland

House of Peach – Summer In The City @ Ministry of 
Sound

Saturday 4th July 2026
2:00pm til 10:00pm

"One of London's longest-running house brands "One of London's longest-running house brands 
returns to Ministry of Sound with James Hurr, 

Graham Gold, The Sharp Boys, Lizzie Curious and 
more for an all-day summer party."

Admission: From £20.00 (VIP available)
18+

Ministry of Sound, 103 Gaunt Street, London, SE1 Ministry of Sound, 103 Gaunt Street, London, SE1 
6DP

Audiowhore 125 @ Ministry of Sound
Saturday 11th July 2026

From 10:00pm
"Celebrate Audiowhore's landmark 125th event "Celebrate Audiowhore's landmark 125th event 
with a huge night of underground house music at 

the legendary Ministry of Sound."
Admission: See event listing

18+
Ministry of Sound, London

 



WHATS ON...
Sunny Side Up
Saturday 25th July 2026
6:00pm til 2:00am
"Underground house music in an incredible castle setting."
Admission: See Skiddle
18+
Castle Goring, WorthingCastle Goring, Worthing

The Brit Fest
Thursday 2nd – Sunday 5th July 2026
12:00pm til 11:00pm
"A huge weekend featuring dance music, live bands and 
festival entertainment."
Admission: See Skiddle
Family FriendlyFamily Friendly
Ashley Hall Showground, Cheshire

As One In The Park
Saturday 18th July 2026
Day Festival
"London's annual LGBTQ+ dance festival featuring 
house, disco and electronic music."
Admission: See SkiddleAdmission: See Skiddle
18+
London
Kelburn Garden Party

Thursday 2nd – Monday 6th July 2026
"Eclectic dance music, electronic artists and immersive 
festival experiences."
Admission: See SkiddleAdmission: See Skiddle
All Ages
Largs, Scotland

AlderFest
Friday 3rd July 2026
"One-day music festival featuring DJs and live 
entertainment."
Admission: See SkiddleAdmission: See Skiddle
See event listing
UK Venue



Moby – On The Beach

Sunday 26th July 2026
2:00pm til 10:30pm

"Moby returns to Brighton for his first show there in 25 
years."

Admission: See Skiddle
18+18+

Brighton Beach

EVRIX x LUMOS – On The Thames
Saturday 4th July 2026
6:30pm til 11:00pm

"Exclusive Afro House boat party sailing through 
London."

Admission: See SkiddleAdmission: See Skiddle
17+

Crown Piers, London

Shogun Sessions
Wednesday 1st July 2026

7:00pm til 11:00pm
"Shogun Audio brings a night of cutting-edge Drum & "Shogun Audio brings a night of cutting-edge Drum & 

Bass."
Admission: See Skiddle

18+
No90 Hackney Wick, London

Crazy Wednesday @ Zebrano Soho
Every Wednesday in July

10:00pm til 3:00am10:00pm til 3:00am
"Latin, Reggaeton and club anthems in the heart of 

Soho."
Admission: See Skiddle

18+
Zebrano Soho, London

Dance Wednesdays @ The Roxy

Every Wednesday in JulyEvery Wednesday in July
10:00pm til 3:00am

"Commercial club classics and party anthems."
Admission: See Skiddle

18+
The Roxy, London
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I later found out that members of my family used to run events at the Hummingbird in 
Birmingham. They were involved with a dance night called the Snapper Club, and I 
remember going there for the first time when I was about 14 years old. That was my 
first proper rave experience.

I still laugh about it now because somebody handed me a bottle of poppers and, instead of sniffing 
it, I drank it! Thankfully I survived, but it definitely made it a memorable first night.

As I mentioned before, my introduction to MCing came a few years later when I started going to As I mentioned before, my introduction to MCing came a few years later when I started going to 
Coast to Coast. That's where I met Bassman, MC Lenni, MC C, MC Bad Boy and all the other great 
MCs who were there every week. Watching them perform made me want to get on the mic myself.

I was around 17 when Lenni finally gave me that opportunity, and that's where my journey as 
Ranski MC really began.

•What was the Birmingham rave scene like when you were first coming through?

The Birmingham rave scene, when I was first coming through, was absolutely thriving. I honestly 
believe Birmingham and the Midlands played a massive part in shaping what people know today as 
jungle and drum & bass. We helped create an environment where so many legendary artists came 
through.

You've got people like Grooverider, Fabio, DJ Hype, LTJ Bukem, Roni Size, Shy FX, DJ SS, Randall, 
DJ Rap, Tango and Jumping Jack Frost. On the MC side, you've got Conrad, Fearless, GQ, Mad P, 
Bassman, MC Lenni, Trigger, Spider, Juiceman and many more. These weren't just names on a 
flyer—they were people pushing the culture forward.

Back then, before jungle really became its own movement, we were playing what people called Back then, before jungle really became its own movement, we were playing what people called 
jungle techno, or J-Tek. While other parts of the country were still leaning more towards garage, 
Birmingham and the Midlands embraced the harder, darker sound. We were fully behind it, and 
people travelled from Manchester, Liverpool and all over the UK to come to Birmingham to rave.

It wasn't just the artists who made the scene—it was the promoters, the record shops and all the 
people working behind the scenes. You had legendary brands like Pandemonium, Starlight, 
Flashback, Pure and Raveology putting on massive events, while record shops like Pure Records, 
Hard to Find Records and Don Christie's became the heartbeat of the scene. They weren't just Hard to Find Records and Don Christie's became the heartbeat of the scene. They weren't just 
places to buy vinyl—they were where people discovered new music, picked up flyers, heard about 
the next rave and connected with the culture. They helped build the movement from the ground up.

The venues were just as iconic. You had Starlight at Aston Villa Leisure Centre, the Rag Market, the 
Que Club, the Institute and so many unforgettable nights that became part of rave history.

Birmingham MCs were representing at some of the biggest events in the country, including 
Dreamscape, Helter Skelter and Fantazia. We also had incredible local DJs, including G Real, who 
sadly is no longer with us. Birmingham was producing serious talent, and people recognised that.sadly is no longer with us. Birmingham was producing serious talent, and people recognised that.

When I look back now, I feel proud to have been part of that era. It wasn't just a local scene—it was 
a movement, and Birmingham was right at the heart of it.

•Do you remember the first rave or event where you picked up the mic and thought, “This is what 
I’m meant to do”?

Yeah, definitely. The first place I really picked up a microphone was at events my uncle, Yaka, used 
to put on at Winston Green Community Centre. I was only about 13 or 14 years old, and me and a 
few of my mates had our own little sound system. We thought we were reggae stars back then, but 
that's where I first fell in love with being on the mic.
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Music was always around me growing up. I was listening to reggae sound systems, and I'd also go 
to dances at Lee Bank Community Centre, where people like Ms. Flash were putting on nights. 
You'd hear soul, rare groove, reggae and dancehall, and the atmosphere was incredible. Those 
early experiences gave me a real appreciation for music and the energy of a crowd.

Looking back, those were the moments that shaped me. Standing with a microphone at Winston 
Green Community Centre was when I realised this was what I was meant to do.

•What sounds shaped you in the beginning?

I honestly think every sound shaped me. I never saw myself as just a jungle MC or just a hardcore 
MC. My whole career has been built around being able to adapt to every style of rave music.

When I became resident MC at Pandemonium after it moved from the Institute, I was working 
alongside MC Man Parris. What made Pandemonium special was the variety of music. It wasn't 
about one room playing one genre—it was a real mixture of sounds. You'd have DJs like Fabio, 
Grooverider, Mickey Finn, Darren Jay, DJ SS, Randall, Donovan "Bad Boy" Smith, Dougal, Ramos, 
Vinylgroover and many more, all representing different styles across the event. As an MC, I had to Vinylgroover and many more, all representing different styles across the event. As an MC, I had to 
be able to move with every set and every change in energy without missing a beat.

I think that's one of the things that's defined me throughout my career. Some MCs are incredible 
over one style of music, but I was fortunate enough to come through every era—reggae, house, 
hardcore, jungle techno, jungle and drum & bass—so adapting became second nature.

Even today, I can jump onto an oldskool set, then a jungle set, then a hardcore set, and feel 
completely at home. I've been booked for dedicated hardcore events, oldskool raves and jungle 
nights throughout my career, and I've always loved the challenge.nights throughout my career, and I've always loved the challenge.

I feel privileged to have come through that era because it taught me to respect every style of rave 
music. I don't think one particular sound shaped me—the whole culture shaped me, and that's what 
made me the MC I am today.

•Who were some of the DJs, MCs, crews or promoters that inspired you?

MC Lenni was probably my biggest inspiration because he was the first person to hand me a 
microphone and believe in me. I used to watch him performing at Handsworth Carnival and on 
reggae sound systems long before I ever got my chance. Bassman was another huge influence, as 
were reggae sound systems like Love Injection. MC Bosey Peter also had a big impact on me.

On the DJ side, people like Ratty, Tango, LTJ Bukem, DJ SS and Simon Bassline Smith all inspired 
me in different ways. DJ SS has been a massive influence from the very beginning. I remember 
when me and Lenni had our record shop, and DJ SS's brother, Fitz, used to bring the latest 
Formation Records releases down for us. We'd spend Saturdays playing all the new tunes in the 
shop, and even then you could tell something special was happening.

DJ SS has continued to inspire me throughout his career, and it's great to see he's still doing DJ SS has continued to inspire me throughout his career, and it's great to see he's still doing 
amazing things today.

•You worked alongside MC Lenni at Pure Records - what do you remember most?

Pure Records was honestly one of the best experiences of my life. Working alongside MC Lenni 
wasn't just about music—it was an apprenticeship. Lenni taught me so much, not only about the 
scene but about business as well. A lot of what I do today comes from the lessons he taught me 
back then, and I'll always be grateful for that.



The atmosphere in the shop was unbelievable. Next door you had great house DJs like Mark Baxter, 
Lee Fisher, Nathan Gregory and John, while we started out in the smaller room before eventually 
taking over the bigger side of the shop. It was full of laughter, banter and music from the moment 
we opened until we closed.

Bassman was a regular. He'd often pop his head round the door to see what was going on, have a 
laugh and chat with everyone. Me and Lenni were always having little DJ competitions—Lenni will 
still tell you today that he's a better mixer than me, but I don't agree! We also had people like T-Zone still tell you today that he's a better mixer than me, but I don't agree! We also had people like T-Zone 
and DJ Escape's brother working with us, and that's where I really learned to DJ properly.

Saturdays were something special. We'd get the latest vinyl deliveries and everyone would gather 
around the decks to hear the new releases for the first time. There was no streaming, no downloads 
and no social media. You had to wait for the records to arrive, and that anticipation was magical. I 
still remember waiting for Fitz to pull up with the latest Formation Records deliveries. We'd all be 
excited to hear what had come in that week.

What made Pure Records so special wasn't just the music—it was the community. People came What made Pure Records so special wasn't just the music—it was the community. People came 
together because they loved the culture. I've watched people who used to come into that shop as 
young ravers grow up, have families and children, and many of them still keep in touch with me 
today. That's something really special.

I've also got to give a shout-out to Walton because he was part of that journey too. When I look 
back, Pure Records wasn't just a record shop—it was the heartbeat of the Birmingham scene, and 
I feel privileged to have been part of it.

•How important was Pure Records to the Birmingham and Midlands scene?

Pure Records was hugely important to the Birmingham and Midlands scene. It was much more 
than just a record shop—it was an information centre and a community hub. If you wanted to know 
what events were coming up, buy tickets, pick up flyers or find out what was happening in the 
scene, Pure Records was the place to go.

It was also one of the few places where you could get hold of the music that really mattered. 
Alongside places like Don Christie's and Hard to Find Records, Pure Records was supplying the 
underground sounds that people couldn't easily find anywhere else. We were underground sounds that people couldn't easily find anywhere else. We were 
also getting exclusive music coming up from London. A guy called Percy used 
to bring in a lot of the Bizzy Bee material, along with other underground 
releases that were hard to get hold of, so people would come to us 
because they knew we'd always have something different.

For me, that's what made Pure Records so special. It brought people 
together through music, kept everyone informed and helped push 
the Birmingham scene forward. It really was one of the beating hearts the Birmingham scene forward. It really was one of the beating hearts 
of the Midlands rave scene.

•How did your Pandemonium residency come about?

I think it all came about through Pure Records. One day, 
Paul Archer came into the shop to drop off some 
Pandemonium tickets. We got chatting, and Lenni 
introduced me to him. I think Lenni must have said, 
"Archie, you need to get Ranski on." That 
recommendation meant everything.
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Paul gave me my opportunity, and from the first time I went on the mic, they loved what I was 
doing. At the time, you had residents like Lenni, Bassman and MC Rush, who sadly is no longer 
with us. To be asked to join that team was a real honour, and it marked the start of something 
special for me.

From that moment on, I built a great relationship with Paul Archer, Dawksey and Chamberlain, 
along with the whole Telford crew, who were the heart of Pandemonium. They didn't just book me
—they embraced me and made me feel like one of their own.—they embraced me and made me feel like one of their own.

I'll always have a huge amount of love and respect for the Pandemonium family because they 
believed in me, gave me a platform and helped shape my career. So a massive shout-out to Paul 
Archer, Dawksey, Chamberlain and the entire Telford Pandemonium crew. Without them, my 
journey would have been very different.

•What made Pandemonium legendary for you?

Pandemonium was legendary because it catered for everyone. It wasn't just one style of music—
it was a real celebration of rave culture. You had happy hardcore, oldskool, jungle and drum & bass 
all represented by some of the biggest names in the business.

You'd see DJs like Stu Allan, Swan-E, DJ Sy, Ellis Dee, LTJ Bukem, Fabio, Grooverider, Jumping 
Jack Frost, Roni Size, Mickey Finn, Randall and so many more, all bringing their own sound to one 
event. It was that variety that made Pandemonium so special.

Some of my favourite memories are nights like *Andromeda 5* and *Stu Allan's Birthday Party*. The
atmosphere was incredible, and when I listen back to those recordings today, they still give me 
goosebumps.goosebumps.

One moment I'll never forget was the first time I heard DJ Hype play there. At the time, I didn't really 
know much about him. Then he stepped up, started scratching and dropping tunes in a way I'd 
never heard before, and the whole place just exploded. It was fresh, exciting and completely 
different. I remember thinking, *"This guy is on another level."*

Then there were tunes like LTJ Bukem's *Happy Raw* with Conrad on vocals. I can still remember 
that long, atmospheric intro building and building before the bassline finally dropped. When it did, 
the whole Institute erupted. Those are the moments that stay with you forever.the whole Institute erupted. Those are the moments that stay with you forever.

More than anything, though, Pandemonium was about the people. It brought ravers from 
Birmingham, Liverpool, Manchester and all over the country together in one place. The atmosphere 
was always friendly, the music was world-class and everybody felt welcome.

For me, Pandemonium wasn't just another rave—it was a family. Friends from all over the country 
would come along to support me, and that meant everything. Pandemonium wasn't just a rave—
it was unity. It played a huge part in my career and in the history of the Midlands rave scene.

I'd love to see it come back one more time because I honestly believe a whole new generation I'd love to see it come back one more time because I honestly believe a whole new generation 
deserves to experience what made it so special. You never know... I'll keep pushing for it.

•When you look back at the Pandemonium / Andromeda era, what memories stand out the most?

I've touched on it a little already, but without doubt the biggest standout memory for me from the 
Pandemonium and Andromeda era was DJ Hype playing at Pandemonium/Andromeda: Eighth 
Wonder.
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It was Easter Bank Holiday 1998. They'd built a raised platform on the stage, so I was standing 
level with Hype while he was playing. I introduced him, and a few tunes into his set I just remember 
thinking, "What am I listening to?" I'd never heard music played like that before. It sounded so 
fresh, so exciting and so far ahead of its time.

If you go back and listen to that set today, you can still hear the horns, the whistles and the 
atmosphere from the crowd. I felt incredibly privileged to be the MC chosen to host DJ Hype's first 
appearance in Birmingham.appearance in Birmingham.

Looking back now, I was still a young MC and still learning my craft. I'd worked with DJs like DJ SS 
and Mickey Finn, who taught you very quickly that, as an MC, you had to know when to talk and, 
more importantly, when to let the music breathe. That experience played a huge part in shaping the 
MC I became.

When I listen back to that Eighth Wonder set now, it still gives me goosebumps. It was one of those 
moments where you knew you were witnessing something special. For me, it's one of the defining 
memories of my career, and one I'll never forget.memories of my career, and one I'll never forget.

Pandemonium always had the ability to create moments like that. It brought together incredible 
DJs, incredible crowds and an atmosphere that was second to none.

•What do you miss most about the oldskool rave era?

What I miss most is the rawness of it all. Everything felt earned. We'd travel down to Music House 
in London to cut dubplates, and I still remember making my first record, cutting my first dubplate 
and Percy handing it to DJs like Grooverider and DJ Rap. Hearing DJ Rap play my track for the first 
time was an unbelievable feeling.

I miss the tape packs, the flyers and the word of mouth. Mind you, I don't miss the fact that some 
promoters made money from those tape packs without paying the MCs! They know who they are! 
Wait for a call from my legal team... I'll leave it there! (Laughs.)

More than anything, though, I miss the adventure. Meeting people at motorway services, following 
each other to secret rave locations, using an A–Z instead of sat nav, and getting directions from a 
telephone box somewhere in the middle of nowhere. That was all part of the experience.

There was no social media, no streaming and no instant access. Everything spread by word of There was no social media, no streaming and no instant access. Everything spread by word of 
mouth, and that made it feel exclusive. You had to be part of the scene to know what was 
happening, and that created a real sense of community.

For me, that's what oldskool rave culture was all about—tape packs, vinyl, flyers, secret locations, 
underground music and people coming together through a shared love of the scene. It was pure, it 
was real, and I miss every bit of it.

•Did it feel like you were part of history at the time?

Yes and no. I was around, but there was a period where I stepped away from the scene. 
Unfortunately, some quite dark things started happening. There were shootings, robberies and a 
lot of negativity creeping into parts of the rave scene. Some of the people affected were friends of 
mine, and it wasn't something I wanted to be around.

Around 1994, I took a step back and started DJing house music instead. I played at venues like 
Moneypenny's and a few other house events around Birmingham. That gave me a different 
appreciation for music and reminded me why I loved it in the first place.











• What has kept you consistent and respected for so many years?

I'd say it's my passion for the music that's kept me consistent all these years. I've never lost the 
love for it, and I think people can see that whenever I step on stage.

I've also always tried to show love and respect to the fans. To me, they're not just ravers—they're 
part of the family. Without them, none of us would be here.

Years ago, some artists could seem a little distant, but I've always tried to be approachable. I enjoy 
talking to people, taking photos, having a laugh and even having a dance with the crowd now and talking to people, taking photos, having a laugh and even having a dance with the crowd now and 
again. I think that connection with people is really important.

For me, respect is something you earn. If you stay humble, stay true to yourself and never forget the 
people who've supported you, that respect will come naturally.

• Do you feel proud when people still remember the old sets, the tape packs and the events you 
were part of?

Absolutely. It makes me incredibly proud when people still remember the old tape packs, the sets 
and the events we were part of. We created memories that have stayed with people for the rest of and the events we were part of. We created memories that have stayed with people for the rest of 
their lives, and that's something really special.

That's what legacy is all about. Those moments don't disappear—they stay with people, and many 
of them have been preserved on tape packs and recordings that people still listen to today.

I feel very fortunate and very privileged to have been part of that era. To know that people still talk 
about those nights all these years later is something I'll never take for granted. Those memories will 
live on forever, and I'm proud to have played a small part in creating them.

• Is there a moment in your career where you thought, “I’ll never forget this”?• Is there a moment in your career where you thought, “I’ll never forget this”?

There have been so many moments over the years that I'll never forget, but if I had to choose one, 
it would be *Pandemonium/Andromeda: Eighth Wonder*.

That night was on another level. I had friends there from school, friends from my early days in 
Birmingham and people I'd met through the music from all over the country. To be standing on that 
stage, performing in front of so many familiar faces while hearing all the shout-outs and feeling that 
incredible energy is something I'll never forget.

What made it even more special was that personal connection. These weren't just people in the What made it even more special was that personal connection. These weren't just people in the 
crowd—they were people I'd grown up with, people I'd met along the journey and people who had 
supported me over the years. To connect with them through the music, knowing they were all 
rooting for me, was an incredible feeling.

That's a moment that will stay with me for the rest of my life.

• What do you want people to feel when they hear Ranski MC on the mic?

When people hear Ranski MC on the mic, I want them to feel one thing above all else-energy.
I want them to feel the vibe, get lost in the music and come on a journey with me. Every set is about I want them to feel the vibe, get lost in the music and come on a journey with me. Every set is about 
creating an atmosphere where everyone feels part of something bigger than themselves.
I want people to connect with the passion, the raw energy and the love that I have for the music. If 
people walk away from one of my sets feeling uplifted, smiling and talking about the experience 
afterwards, then I've done my job.

That's what I want people to remember whenever they hear Ranski MC on the mic.
Pg 11





You only have to look at the festivals and events taking place all over the world to see how 
far it's come. It's phenomenal. It's amazing to see how far the music has travelled while still 
keeping that original spirit alive.

For me, the movement is still growing, it's still evolving, and it's thriving more than ever.

• Do you think today’s ravers understand the history behind the scene?

I think some do, but a lot of people don't fully understand the hard work that went into building the 
foundations of this scene.foundations of this scene.

Everything that's happening today is built on the dedication of the people who came before-the 
DJs, MCs, promoters, record shops and ravers who put in the work when jungle and drum & bass 
were still underground.

I think it's important that the new generation understands that history, because without those 
foundations, none of us would be enjoying the scene we have today. Respecting the past helps 
protect the future of the music.

• What do you like about the new generation coming through?• What do you like about the new generation coming through?

What I love most about the new generation is their energy. They've brought a fresh perspective to 
the scene, and I really enjoy seeing them put their own stamp on things while still respecting the 
music.

I love seeing them thrive and take the culture forward. Every generation brings its own ideas, and 
that's what keeps the scene alive and evolving.

One thing I really respect is that a lot of younger ravers are choosing to enjoy the music sober. 
That's something I've noticed more and more over the years, and I think it's a really positive step. That's something I've noticed more and more over the years, and I think it's a really positive step. 
They're there for the music, the atmosphere and the experience, and I think that's something to be 
applauded.

It's great to see the next generation carrying the torch and taking the scene into the future.

• Is there anything from the old rave scene that you think today’s scene is missing?

Not really, because I think the vibe is still very much alive. The spirit of the scene is still there, even 
though the technology has changed massively.

If I had to pick one thing, I'd probably say the rawness. Back in the early days, everything felt a little If I had to pick one thing, I'd probably say the rawness. Back in the early days, everything felt a little 
more edgy because it was all so new. The music, the events and the production all had that 
underground feel to them.

Today, the production values are incredible. The lighting, sound systems and stage shows are on 
another level, and that's a great thing. But sometimes I do miss that rough-around-the-edges 
feeling that came with the early days, when everything was being built from the ground up.

For me, that's probably the biggest difference—the rawness of where it all began.

• What should new MCs focus on if they want to build a proper long-term career?• What should new MCs focus on if they want to build a proper long-term career?

Focus on your craft. These days, everybody wants to be an MC, and the competition is fierce. If 
you want a long-term career, you've got to keep working on your skills and never stop 
learning. Pg 13







He's one of those DJs who really knows his craft and has a deep understanding of the music. We 
exchanged details, so I'm hoping we'll get the chance to work together in the future. His energy
is second to none, and I think we'd make a great combination.I'd also love to work with Blizzard from 
the Noise Enforcement camp. He's an absolutely red-hot producer, and he and his brother are 
making some incredible music at the moment. I'd definitely like to link up with them at their HQ in 
the near future and see what we can create together.

• If there’s one message, you’d like people to take from your story, what would it be?• If there’s one message, you’d like people to take from your story, what would it be?

Stay humble, live life to the full, and embrace the music and the people who are part of it.
At the end of the day, it's the memories you create and the people you meet along the way that 
matter most. Respect the culture, respect the people who built it, and never lose your passion for 
the music.

• Finally, where can people follow you, book you and support what you’re doing?

People can follow me on Facebook: Ranski MC and on Instagram: @ranski_mc_theprestige.
If you'd like to book me for an event or get in touch, you can contact me directly through either of If you'd like to book me for an event or get in touch, you can contact me directly through either of 
those platforms. I always appreciate the support, and I look forward to seeing you all at a rave soon.

Pg 16
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Our History
Founded in 2022, The Rig Directory was built on a simple but powerful idea: bring sound systems 
from across the country together in one central plaƞorm. A place where promoters, venues, and 
organisers can easily find the right rig for their event — while acƟvely supporƟng sound system 
culture and the chariƟes that maƩer to it.
Since launch, we’ve worked with some of the biggest and most respected rigs in the industry, 
creaƟng a space that represents the scene properly and professionally.creaƟng a space that represents the scene properly and professionally.

The Concept
Every sound system listed on The Rig Directory is given its own dedicated page, fully editable by an 
admin at any Ɵme. Each page can showcase photos, social media links, contact details, price lists 
(if desired), and any key informaƟon that helps highlight the system, its services, and its idenƟty.
Each rig also chooses a charity they want to support. We link this directly on their page, allowing 
visitors to see who the sound system supports and donate straight to the chosen charity — no 
middlemen, no hidden cuts. To be listed on the directory, we simply ask for a one-off minimum middlemen, no hidden cuts. To be listed on the directory, we simply ask for a one-off minimum 
£5 donaƟon to the sound system’s chosen charity. AŌer that, any further donaƟons are completely 
opƟonal. Once set up, the page is theirs to share, promote, and use as a professional reference point.
At a glance, people can view a rig’s setup, services, and contact details — making booking easier 
and more transparent for everyone involved.

The Goal
Our goal is to give sound systems the visibility they deserve, present them at their best, and raise 
funds for meaningful causes at the same Ɵme. We know Ɵmes are tough, which is why we’ve kept funds for meaningful causes at the same Ɵme. We know Ɵmes are tough, which is why we’ve kept 
the minimum donaƟon low — a fiver felt fair and accessible. Of course, anyone is welcome to donate 
more, but the focus is on inclusion, support, and strengthening the scene as a whole.

“One directory - One culture - Real support”

To be listed on the directory, we simply ask for a one-off 
minimum £5 donation to the sound system’s chosen charity. 
After that, any further donations are completely optional. Once 
set up, the page is theirs to share, promote, and use as a 

professional reference point.

http://therigdirectory.com
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Hub of Hope
Hub of Hope is the UK’s largest mental health support directory. Whether you want to find a 
service to help you feel beƩer or you want to support someone who is struggling, we can help. 
Use the address to search the directory hƩps://huboĬope.co.uk

Samaritans
Available 24 hours a day to provide confidenƟal emoƟonal support for people who are experiencing 
feelings of distress, despair or suicidal thoughts.
www.samaritans.org
116 123 (free to call from within the UK and Ireland), 24 hours a day
Email: jo@samaritans.org

Mind
Mind offers advice, support and informaƟon to people experiencing a mental health difficulty 
and their family and friends. Mind also has a network of local associaƟons in England and Wales 
to which people can turn for help and assistance.
Lines are open Monday to Friday 9am to 6pm (except bank holidays).
www.mind.org.uk
InfoLine: 0300 123 3393 to call, or text 86463InfoLine: 0300 123 3393 to call, or text 86463
Email info@mind.org.uk

Helplines and crisis contacts
If you are at all concerned about your health or the health of a friend or family member, you may 
find useful informaƟon from one of the sources below.

Rethink Mental Illness
Rethink Mental Illness works to help everyone affected by severe mental illness, such as 
schizophrenia and bipolar disorder, recover a beƩer quality of life. It provides effecƟve services 
and support and campaigns for change through greater awareness and understanding.
www.rethink.org
NaƟonal Advice Service: 0300 5000 927 (Open 9:30am to 4pm, Monday to Friday)
Email advice@rethink.orgEmail advice@rethink.org
(Rethink was formerly called the NaƟonal Schizophrenia Fellowship)

PAPYRUS UK
PAPYRUS is the naƟonal charity dedicated to the prevenƟon of young suicide. They support young 
people under 35 who are experiencing thoughts of suicide, as well as people concerned about 
someone else.
Their HopelineUK service is open 9am – midnight every day of the year (including weekends and
bank holidays).
www.papyrus-uk.orgwww.papyrus-uk.org
Helpline: 0800 068 4141
Text: 07860039967
Email: pat@papyrus-uk.org

999



Helplines and crisis contacts
If you are at all concerned about your health or the health of a friend or family member, you may 
find useful informaƟon from one of the sources below.

999

YoungMinds
www.youngminds.org.uk
Parents helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Mon-Fri from 9.30am to 4pm, excluding bank holidays)

Campaign Against Living Miserably (CALM)
A helpline for people in the UK who are down or have hit a wall for any reason, who need to talk 
or find informaƟon and support.
Open 5pm to midnight, every day of the year.
www.thecalmzone.net
Helpline: 0800 58 58 58 
Webchat: www.thecalmzone.net/help/webchat/Webchat: www.thecalmzone.net/help/webchat/

Sane
SANE services provide pracƟcal help, emoƟonal support and specialist informaƟon to individuals 
affected by mental health problems, their family, friends and carers.
SANEline is open between 4pm and 10pm, 365 days a year.
Support Forum: www.sane.org.uk
SANEline: 0300 304 7000
Textcare: hƩps://www.sane.org.uk/what_we_do/support/textcare/Textcare: hƩps://www.sane.org.uk/what_we_do/support/textcare/

NHS mental health services
Find informaƟon, advice and local services on the NHS website. You can also get advice from the 
NHS 111 phone service.

Other sources of mental health help and informaƟon
List of mental health helplines from the Helplines Partnership
Mental Health FoundaƟon provides useful informaƟon on a range of mental health difficulƟes, as 
well as resources to support your wellbeing Mentally Healthy Schools has a wide range of 
informaƟon for schools and teachers to support young people’s mental health Mental Health and 
Money Advice provides pracƟcal advice and support for people experiencing issues with mental 
health and money Me and My Mind has some useful informaƟon for young people who may be health and money Me and My Mind has some useful informaƟon for young people who may be 
having unusual experiences, such as paranoia or hearing voices

Shout
Get help
To start a conversaƟon, text the word ‘Shout’ to 85258. Shout is a free, confidenƟal and 24/7 text 
messaging service for anyone in the UK who needs support. If you are struggling to cope and need 
to talk, our trained Shout Volunteers are here for you.
If your life is at imminent risk, please call 999 for immediate help.
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