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G.B. REMOVALS
House, Office & Flat moves etc.
Local Non Local
Part Load to Single item, pianos
Prompt Reliable Service
Large Van with Tail Lift
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common

T: 0118 924.2163-m20799.070 7125
HOUSEHOLD CLEARANCES

(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

WATER SOFTENERS

M.P. SOFTENERS

Enjoy the benefits of soft water.
Top quality softeners supplied and
professionally installed.

Sales, Service, Block %alt delivered

TEL: 0118 941 0869
07967 009838 or
0118 972 3773

Improve your

flexibility

Designed to lengthen andsstrengthen
the entire body throu ice of
‘Workshops, Massage,

One to One Personal Training

purestretch@live.co.uk

07809 448 972
www.purestretch.co.uk

’u

PureStretch

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
. 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

B]relash 'I‘intmg
Eyebrow Shaping
Jessica Pedicures
Jessica Manicures

Bridal Make-up

Make-up & Lessons
Aromatherapy Facials

0118 972 3157

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk

Janet Copp LHB.C

ﬂ'
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SONNING COMMON
PRE-SCHOOL

GROVE ROAD R
SONNING COMMON O w P 9o

0118 972 4760 .

We are a happy friendly pre-school
welcoming children from 2 years

6 months, to come and learn through Qi
play. We have a purpose built building ‘
& extensive play garden.

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Adém’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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Who would have thought a campaign to save our village VBRI
library would have put Sonning Common on the map? Lefters

We've been all over the place in recent weeks, hogging the first three pages Tom Fort

of the Henley Standard, following our day of protest on 10 January, and Diary Dates
featuring on local TV and radio broadcasts. Radio 4 even gave Sonning

Common a mention! CHAIRMAN

o . Graham Thomas
This vilage has banded together to send the clear message o Oxfordshire 39 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 91D

County Council that our library is not for closing. email: grahampthomas@hotmail.com

. ) L tel: 0118 972 2598
A three-month public consultation period is now underway on the county
DIARY DATES

council’s proposals to stop funding our library. See pages 2 and 3 for details Helen Barker
of how to make your voice heard. 1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG

email: helen.barker@tesco.net

Planning and the potential development of Sonning Common are the other tel: 0118 972 1241

big issues affecting the village at the present time.
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Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for

- (od
£1.50 a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact distribution . 'Q@ Q’\,e
manager Geoffrey Adams. Email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com \ ,»&’
Phone: 0118 972 2134 e 'Q &Q o&
Magazine contributions may be posted to: 1 Grove Road, &“Q @'Q ijob Q}’
Sonning Common RG4 9TD. @AO 4 @5@ OS\Q) Q@Q
S 9
> (@)
& %Q S
WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS 9(0 0 &x,& Q)‘b ,@Q’
MAGAZINE, THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE Q)é\g 0 QO \Q(\ \@@ ’
CONSEQUENCES OF ERRORS THAT OCCUR. Q & ‘SQ <@

COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 01 MARCH 2011



community news

Community unites in anger at planned

OSURE

The people of Sonning Common
have banded together to send
a loud, clear message to the
county council that they will fight
to retain their village library.

Oxfordshire County Council announced in
late November that Sonning Common’s
library was on its hit list for closure - one of 20
of the county’s 43 libraries targeted due to
spending cufs.

The village responded by setting up a Save
Our Library campaign, run by the Friends
of Sonning Common Library, to appeal to
the council to maintain its £47,000 a year
funding for the library and the services of its
professional library manager.

Around 200 children and adults from Sonning
Common, Kidmore End and Peppard took
part in a protest outside the library in Grove
Road on 10 January.

They were joined by local authors including
Simon Kernick, whose latest novel recently
topped the UK paperback charts, and Linda
Gray, executive director of the Henley Literary
Festival. Authors Leslie Wilson, from Reading,
and Mary Hooper, from Henley, also took part
in the protest.

The village's community choir, Nottakwire,
protested through song with specially-written
lyrics about the importance of the library, set
to popular tunes.

The event attracted widespread media
coverage with broadcasts on BBC Radio 4,
Meridian Tonight, BBC South Today, BBC
Oxford and BBC Berkshire and reports in the
Henley Standard, Reading Evening Post and
Reading Chronicle.

The villoge's day of protest cuiminated in

a public meeting in the village hall, hosted
by Sonning Common Parish Council. An
estimated 250 people attended the meeting
o hear presentations, ask questions and air
their views about the proposed library closure.

The speakers were Ros Varnes, chair of the
Friends of Sonning Common Library, Andy
Lovell, governor, Sonning Common Primary
School, and John Jackson, director for Social
and Community Services, Oxfordshire County
Council, with responsibility for libraries.

Ros Varnes, from the Friends of Sonning
Common Library, said: “We were astounded
by the number of people who tumed out to
support both our public protest and public
meeting.

*The county council can be left in no doubt
as fo the passion we feel for our local library,
which is at the heart of our vilage community,
and we will contfinue 1o make our case to
county in the strongest possible terms.

“Our library is in the special position of being
attached to the primary school, which
already contributes significantly fowards its
£8,000 a year running costs. Given that our
library is well-used, attracting around 600
visitors per week, and part-funded by the
school, we cannot understand why it is even
under threat.”

Mr Jackson told the packed meeting that

the library plan was simply a proposal af this
stage and that consultation on the fate of the
county’s libraries would start in early February.

The county council is planning to continue to
provide library services via a *hub’ library in
Henley, supported by a mobile library service
to Sonning Common and other outlying
areas. It is also intfending fo extend the loan

service to include e-books and e-audio
downloads.

The village library, run by volunteers, is another
option currently being considered by the
county council, in line with the Govemment’s
‘Big Society’ agenda.

Mr Jackson said: “The proposed library
closures are the result of an extremely
significant reduction in county council funding
of more than a quarter over the next four
years. We need 1o save nearly £120 million

a year over the next four years. Closing the
libraries will save us £2 million a year.”

County councillor for the area, Carol Viney,
pledged her support to the Save Our Library
campaign.

The Friends of Sonning Common Library
have handed over to the county council
all of the Save Our Library postcards and
correspondence received to date.

Further comment to the county council may
be made via: futurelibraries@oxfordshire
.gov.uk

or by writing to:

Mr John Jackson

Director, Social and Community Services
Oxfordshire County Council

County Hall

New Road

Oxford

OX1 IND

Phone: 01865 792422

Join the Save Our Library campaign on
Facebook (type in ‘Save Sonning Common
library’)

Or send your contact details to: Mr Douglas
Kedge, 71 Lea Road (opposite the police
station), Sonning Common RG4 9LH
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What chaldren say about
the proposed closwre of our
village Library

(This one to the Queen!)
Dear Your Majesty

Our library is going to
pbooks. So, please can
Emily Higson, age 8, Sonning

you do something about it.

In the summer | didn’t have any books fo read so | asked Mrs
Dunstan (the library manager) if she could recommend some
books. She recommended some and | couldn’t put them
down for the whole summer. They were probably some of the
best books that | have read. | do not know what | would do
without the library. Please don't allow me to find out.

Scott Barnett, age 10, Sonning Common Primary School

Please don

be shut down and | love borrowing

Common Primary School

sonningcommon

magazine

The library should stay open because it is very local
and easy fo get to. We walk there when we visit. | read
lots more books because | visit the library offen, Our
library is quite small and it is easy to find my favourite
books. Rosemary, the librarian, is very helpful and
lovely. She needs to keep her job. If | have a project

it helps fo find extra information at our library. Please
don't let them close our library as we really use it.
William Mullin, age 9, Kidmore End Primary School

't close the library because I love looking
at the dinosaur and animal books.

William Beville, age 7, Kidmore End Primary School

TOP ROW FROM L-R:
Oliver Wagstaff, Joseph Beville and Charlie Wagstaff
Nottakwire at the protest
Best-selling author Simon Kernick
Village residents at the public meeting in the village hall
- picture courtesy of the Henley Standard

RIGHT:

Sonning Common Primary School children at the protest

Pictures: ROS VARNES




PICTUREFRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Wark carried out for local gallery
Complete framing service
Canvases stretched

Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored

Local collection/delivery

Contact Colin Ward 01189722075 &

g

4 v >
Oak I Grove
Garden Services
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
FENCING ¢ TURFING « PATIOS *» HEDGING
WATER FEATURES

James Watkins

“Oak Grove’* 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common ¢ Berkshire RG4 9RH
Telephone: 0118 972 2659

T.C. FULLER

PLUMBING & HEATING

Fully qualified and insured, local and reliable.
Gas safe registered.

Installation, service, maintenance and repair.
Registered for unvented hot water & wras. Free

estimates.

Tel: 0118 9724097
Mob: 07800 914 880 e

From | April 2009 ¢
GAS SAFE register

25032

| registered engineers were required 1o transfer o the

- ) JC Electrical Services Limited
B Professional Reltable and Local

Sonning Common based

Jerry Cole
Tel: 0118 972 1110
Mob: 0783 434 6487

E-mail: jjcelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk
Website: wwwijjeelecservitd,co.uk

® Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires
& New installation work

® Fuschoard changes

# Lighting advice and installation

& CCTV Installation

® Gate Aulomalion

¥

Byways Dental Practice

Quality Care Dedicated Team

Byways provides friendly and professional dental care
and is located in the tranquil surroundings of beautiful

Checkendon village. Our services include:

All aspects of general dentistry
Teeth whitening and cosmetics
NHS for children and students

Affordable payment plans
Byways Dental

Flexible opening times i
Practice

+ + + 4+ + o+

Ample free car parking

To book an appointment or for more
information call us on 01491 680412

or email info@ bywaysdental.co.uk Tel 01491 6-50412

Computer Problems?
Is your PC outdated, mishehaving, virus infected?

Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades,
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning,
Networking, Broadband and much more.

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

GRAHAMS
MAINTENANCE

Painting, [decorating

Plumbing & Fitted Bathroons

Floor & Wall Tiling

Fascias, Soffits

Guttering, Flat Roofing Fencing & Decking efe,
FREE ESTIMATES

Donr & Window Fitting
Wood & Laminate Flooring
Sheds — Supplied & Fitted
Garden Maintenance

0118 972 3114
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OPHTHALMIC
OPTICIANS

Emergency Service
Varifocal Specialists
Latest Contact Lens
Over 1000 frames

VVYVVYVVYVYVYYVYYVYY

Robin James & Partners
44 Church Street
Caversham Reading

PLUMBING
& HEATING

All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken.

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

TELEPHONE:

0118 972 3394
MOBILE:

0771 110 9077

0118 972 33 80
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 91T
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

Tel:

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE

For all your property maintenance requirements
including, decorating inside and out, paper
hanging, wall & floor tiling, carpentry, hand
painted kitchens and fumniture, water damaged
cellings & Insurance work, Hedge and grass
cutting services.

Ros SmITH
TeL: 0118 972 4560

Never Knowingly Undersold!

Best prices on Frames & Lenses
Glaucoma testing & Diabetic screening
Computer assisted vision examination
Budget to Top Designer Name Frames
Gucci Nike Calvin Klein DKNY Silhouette

Reading's longest established Independent Opticians

Julian James BSc(Hons) MSc MCOptom
Ferdi Monterio BSc(Hons) MCOptom
Robin James FBOA FCOptom

Tel. (0118) 947 2099 (Opposite Caversham Waitrose)

WEE-COT SEATING

Upholstery, Loose Covers,
Replacement Cushions, Chair Caning,

Trencﬁ Polishing & Furniture Repairs

LIZANNE SMITH  Tel: 0118 972 4560

Have you friends and relatives coming to stay for that
family occasion?

Take advantage of the comfortable accommodation available at...

CHERRY GARTH

The Hamlet, Gallowstree Common
BED & BREAKFAST

Well appointed ground floor double-bedded room with en suite.

Contact: O118 972 20921

- 20 i.'.-.-_,.

J.J. u-...;.uz‘i\‘b__ | ‘I-\LJ-II

AUTO SERVICES
) _-mzuﬂ&im 2

1’|1

= BARBERS

0118 972 3930

24 PEPPARD ROAD
SONNING COMMON

1 0% OVFF WITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM

CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00




community news

It’s all change at the parish council Help shape the future

Councillor Alan Rooke has been appointed the new
chairman of Sonning Common Parish Council.

Councillor Douglas Kedge, of Lea Road, is
the new vice-chairman.

The appointments were made after

Pat Hughes, the former parish council
chairwoman, stepped down in December
after 10 years.

She was joined by councillors Dirk Jones, Jane
Holmes and Richard Black who also resigned
along with parish clerk Sheila Jenkins.

New chairman councillor Rooke said: “Thank
you to all of the outgoing councillors for their
hard work and contributions to the parish
council and vilage community.

“This year will see us appointing fresh faces on
the council and in our office. | see this as a
truly fresh start and would invite anyone who
is interested in either a role on the council or
in the position of parish clerk fo contact us.

“We are keen to create a new council of
varied interests and opinions that will work for
the good of our community.

“As there are only four months until the
elections in May, now would be an ideal
fime to join the parish council as it would give
people a taste of what is involved before
commifting themselves for a four-year term.

Want to put something back
iNfo your community? £

The local Lions club is appealing for new members -
people prepared to work together to fund-raise
and improve the quality of life for those less fortunate.

Lions clubs support many local, community-

based projects and help to provide
financial support for worldwide projects
related to improving sight, street children,
medical research and disaster relief.

The 900 Lions clubs in the British Isles and
Irelond have already donated US$ 603,000
fowards the rebuilding of Haiti, following its
devastating earthquake.

*The parish council is a great way to make
the voices of villagers heard and to have a
say in how our community moves forward.”

He invited people to visit him at his surgery
at Pressed for Time, Wood Lane, on Saturday
momings or fo call info the council office in
the village hall for further information.

Details of forthcoming council meetings,
which are open to the public, are available
from Laura Viney, femporary parish clerk,

at the parish council office in the village
hall. They are also displayed on village
noticeboards.

If you would like to consider joining Goring,
Woodcote and District Lions Club, please
getin fouch:

Phone: 0845 833 9837

E-mail: info@lions-gwd.org.uk
Website: www.lions-gwd.org.uk

Club (dinner) meetings are held on the

second Monday of each month at
Caversham Heath Golf Club, RG4 7UT.

Thank you to everyone who supported our Lions club over the past year and most
recently the Lions Santa tour of South Oxfordshire villages just before Christmas,

which raised £2,230.

with the 2011 census

Every village household is due to
receive a 2011 census questionnaire
by post next month.

Decisions about everyday facilities such as
playgrounds, water pipes, refuse collection, and
even where new local shops should be located,
are based on census statistics.

Sonning Common receives an annual grant from
the Government that is based on the number of
people living in the area, according fo census
information.

This funding can be used for schools, fransport,
employment and training and many other
services.

It is compulsory by law to complete the census.
It's all confidential and no personal information will
be shared with anyone.

The census questionnaire may be retumned by
post, or completed securely on-line.

For more information and help of all kinds with the
census, visit www.census.gov.uk or call the census
helpline on 0300 0201 101.

A message in a
bottle 1o save lives

Local Lions clubs are running a free
Message in a Bottle scheme fo provide
potentially life-saving information about
sick and vulnerable people.

In Oxfordshire alone more than 65,000 people
are already benefiting from this scheme.

The Lions provide vulnerable people with smalll,
plastic bottles. They can fill them with personal
information, such as medical conditions, regular
medications, allergies, doctor’s details and their
next of kin.

This information can prove critical when the
emergency services are called to the home
of someone who lives on their own and who
has, perhaps, collapsed or been involved in
an incident.

The bottle is kept in the fridge and a green

sticker is placed on the door. A second sticker is
placed inside the main entrance door to alert the
emergency services to the bottle’s existence.

The bottles, together with an explanatory leaflet,
are available from the health centre and the
local chemist. All costs are paid by the Lions Club
of Henley-on-Thames.



Young people are concerned
about road safety

By DIANA PEARMAN

As part of the Sonning Common
Community Plan, students at
Chiltern Edge School were asked
to complete a questionnaire.

The young people, aged 11-16, were asked
about things to do, meeting places, finding
information about matters that concern
them, traffic, bus services and general village
facilities.

Of the 325 young people who responded, 53
live in Sonning Common.

It emerged that young people would like
pedestrian crossings in Reades Lane and by the
shops on Peppard Road; for cars fo slow down,
since they often feel unsafe; and cycle paths.

Sixty per cent said they would like bus fares
o be reduced. While the Reading buses
are frequently used, very few students travel
to Henley.

Similar to findings in the adult survey, 30 per
cent of young people felt the village centre
would be improved by planting more frees
and providing seats; 35 per cent thought toilets
an important facility and were concemed
about the lack of pavements in some areas of
the village.

When asked about activities they would be
inferested in doing locally, the most popular
was climbing, followed by badminfon, fennis,
fitness, dance and drama.

Cost was identified as a factor prohibiting
participation as well as activities being at the
wrong fime and a lack of fransport to get there.

Atotal of 37 per cent of young people said
they met their friends in Sonning Common -
14 per cent in the vilage centre, 66 per cent
at their houses and 50 per cent in the parks
and recreational areas.

The open responses identified further safety
issues, such as speeding, youths congregating
at the shops, traffic congestion in Grove Road,
dangerous parking and the villoge centre was
described as, “too grey”.

One young person was concemed about
OAPs arguing!!!

CAB reports a startling rise in
young people’s problems

Last year the Citizens Advice Bureau (CAB) dealt with three-quarters
of a million problems from the under-25s nationally - up 21 per cent

on the previous year.

Eighty per cent of the problems experienced by this age group related to just four issues:
debt, benefits, housing and employment. Personal loan debts were the major concermn.

Christine O'Hare, manager at Henley & District CAB, said: “Last year we saw a noficeable
increase in the number of young people seeking our help. It can be scary and daunting to
seek advice if you have a problem - but more often than not, the sooner you tackle it, the

easier it is to put right.

“Citizens Advice is the UK’s biggest advice charity and helps people of any age with any
problem. Under-25s offen have specific issues, so we've now launched a microsite,

www.advicedme.org.uk, aimed specifically at young people.

“The site may be viewed on mobile phones as well as via
computers. We also have friendly advisors available for face-to-
face appointments. Our advice is free and confidential.”

Call Henley & District CAB on 01491 572129 to make an
appointment. Appointments are available in Sonning Common.

Website: www.coax.org.uk

citizens

sonningcommon
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Youngsters praised
for their writing talent

The best young authors in the Sonning
Common area have recently been
announced.

Florella Scozzafava, 17, of Kennylands Road
and Alice Horncastle, 13, from Caversham,
won gold in the Young Authors 2010
competition.

Twelve-year-olds Ursula Knights and Natalya
Redmond, both from the village, received
silver medals while Louisa Carlisle, 15, from
Bramley Crescent, Sonning Common and
Caversham girl Holly Jeffreys took bronze.

The aim of the annual competition - open
to 11 to 16-year-olds who live or study in
Sonning Common, Peppard or Kidmore
End - is to encourage children’s interest in
literature and writing.

Competition organiser Dirk Jones, from
Kennylands Road, said: “We have had
another superb demonstration of talent and
determination with some excellent standards
of writing in the English language.

“The competition is not only about putting
stories into words but also about building
confidence in saying, ‘Yes, | can do it!".

“The English language, with its wide range
of versatility and subtlety, is one of the
cornerstones of communication. It must be
supported by education and, above all, the
availability of knowledge and excitement
from books freely available in libraries.”

Sponsors of the competition include Sonning
Common Parish Council, the Chiltern

Edge Community Association, the Henley
Standard, and many village parent and
grandparent!

The gold award winners received a laptop
computer and software while winners of
the silver award won a notebook computer
plus software. Kindle book readers were
awarded to the bronze award winners.

The 2011 competition opens on 1 May 2011
when it is hoped more sponsors will support
the scheme. n
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' Functional Physio

Back pain
. - Neck pain
Sonning Common Health Centre Soort pal
N - . orts injuries
Chartered Physiotherapists ports Ind |I%S|
Jo Pereira MCSP —
. oint pain
Catherine Matthews MCSP P
N Sprains
. . Strains
“Hlexible appointments
.. Headache
Clinic: 01189 722 745
. . Pre/Post op
www.functionalphysio.co.uk
Pre/Post natal
Pilates

Pruperty Malntenance
Bullding Decorating & Cleaning Services

N
m -
. ' Office Cleaning »
i i Fainting & Decarating «
e Mew Kitchens o
MNew Bathrooms
Wall& Floor Tiling »
Flumbiing & Haating »
Alzrations & Renovations &
Carpet Cleaning »

Oee Stop Froperty Maistesance
B TO1IES72iadd m M OFF70 S07ATE

e e L L L ol o fopm couk & wweonpm cak

e -

5 Bed/4 Bath Luxury Villa,
two lounges, south facing pool.
Disney, Theme Parks and
Harry Potter 15 minutes.
Contact Clive/Geraldine
cliveandgerry @btinternet.com
or phone 0118 972 3243
Brochure available.
www.magicdaysvillaorlando.com

And Alterations

tel o118 9723358

VILLAGE YARNS &9 OCCASIONS

For Knitting Yams, Sewing bits & bobs
All Your Dry Cleaning, Shoe Repairs

Greeting Cards , Party ltems
Balloons, Banners & Bows

Gifts for Friends & Family

Now TOGETHER at OCCASIONS in Wood [ane , Sonning Common

Family Hairdressing

In the comﬁvrt of y’p?r m}'v;ﬁo\ ey

Fully qualified in all aspects of hairdressing

~ Jefferiés Consultancy Services Ltd.
Accountancy Services
Specialising in South Oxfordshire and Reading

- Self-Assessments + Accounts
* Business Adyvice * Payroll
» Corporation Tax Returns * VAT

Excellent customer service & free inital consultation

Tel: 0118 9722611
Email: keith.jefferies@ cslimited.co.uk




Jack ‘N Gill
Dry Carpet Cleaning

We offer you a Safe and Reliable way to
clean your carpets.

Suitable for all types of carpets and rugs.

For a free quote call:
Daytime:

07900 907059
Evening:
01491 680569 ’

e, 40 | www.jackngill.co.uk s

01491 682412
07808 162985

Established Before 1879

TOMAILIN
AND SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD « HENLEY-ON-THAMES
Telephone: 01491 573370

% o Pre-paid Funeral Plans
2+ GOLDEN CHARTER

E. T. Sheppard

MONUMENTAL
MASON

SINCE 1940

Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at:

36 Reading Road * Henley-On-Thames

Telephone: 01491 574644

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

EST 1998

HENNELLVEHICLE

SERVICES .

—= MOT TESTING
—— SERVICING & REPAIRS
— ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
— = VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOKYOUR MoT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk v

lvoline

Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RGY9 4QG

' BISHOPSWOOD

Situated in 2 acres of beautiful
Oxfordshire countryside,
we cater for children aged
6 weeks to 5 years.

Bishopswood Day Nursery & Pre-School
Horsepond Road, Gallowstree Common
Nr Reading, Oxfordshire RG4 9BT

b= 01189722 196 bishopswood@googlemail.com
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Goodbye Greece ano
lurkey and hello Blignty

It's sad to think that the childhood
adventures of Helen James are
nearing an end but she had to
come home some time! Here we
join her for the final part of her
overseas journey, continuing her
life in the Mediterranean before
finally returning home.

“After a great Christmas in Corfu, soon the
spring came and it was time to retumn fo
island-hopping.

We sailed through the Corinthian Canal (from
the lonian to the Aegean seas) and onward
round many Greek and Turkish islands from
the spring fo the autumn. Once again, we
ran out of money so retumed to Rhodes to
sustain ourselves through the winter.

While we were laid up in Rhodes, we
discovered a number of other European
boats and families doing the same as us:
taking fime out for a sailing adventure.
Obviously my parents’ bohemian generation
all had the same mad dreams.

As we goft fo know the occupants of the
neighbouring French, German and Italian
boats, we soon discovered that we could
pool our knowledge and resources to set up
a waterbome school.

So, every morning my sister Justine and

| would join the children from the other
families to move from boat to boat having
lessons in French, music and history. We had
great fun and it certainly beat staring out of
a misty, old classroom window back home!

While we were moored up in Rhodes,

whom should we meet but Dad'’s Boat (the
expensive motor yacht that Dad maintained
for the winter following his confrontation with
its queue-jumping owner).

It tumed out that Dad'’s Boat had followed
us around the Mediterranean as the owners
wanted to ask Dad to look after the vessel
again that winter.

By this fime word was spreading about Dad'’s
abilities as a mechanic. As a result, people
were sailing from miles around to ask him to
fix their boats.

Soon, it was like the routine of working life
back home again, except that Dad was
working hard repairing boats instead of cars
- dlbeif fromn @ much more scenic workshop.

That, coupled with the fact that he was
homesick, resulted in his decision to want
o retum home. We had all agreed before
we left England that as soon as one of us
wanted to retun, we would go.

So, three-and-a-half years after our sailing
adventure had begun, we sold Paddington
in Corfu, with heavy hearts, and packed up
to head home - a journey which took us four
days in a rusty, old camper van.

Once back ‘home’, we had no choice
but to go and live with my grandparents at
Selsey Bill, in Sussex. Still, at least we were
near the sea.

At first, it was horrible coming home. We had
lived in swimsuits and flip-flops, swam and
snorkeled almost daily and, above all, we

were free. Home meant school, routine, new
fiends and trying fo fit in. It was all rather alien
to us — Justine, now aged 12 and me, 14.

But on the plus side we discovered, upon
returning tfo school, that we were much
more advanced in our studies than our
contemporaries.

Eventually, we moved to Devon and a new
chapter of our lives began as Mum and Dad
bought a village post office to run.

I never thought I'd meet my soul mate on
a racing circuit, but that's what happened.
From racing against him to husband in
about 18 months!

It really was the most amazing childhood
adventure and I'd do it all again tomorrow
with my own family - if they agreed. It's been
fantastic to share my adventure with readers
of the magazine and | hope it inspires them
to follow their own dreams.




Spring Bulbs
COLLINS, DRYLAND

Original Gifts & THOROWGOOD LLP
SOLICITORS

announce that as from 4th October 2010

Speciality Foods
Mrs Wendy Holmes will be working from our office at

Da|sy s Coffee 12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU

Shop Telephone: 01491 572323
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9NdJ.
Tel -0118 972 4220 Daisy’s - 0118 972 3652

Open 7 days a week 9.30am to 5pm

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

Home Electries And Plumbing Services

HEAPS OF SKILL * HEAPS OF HELP * HEAPS OF ADVICE
. Design and Build « Maintenance ¢ Brickwork Lights to Mew Wiring-Sinks 1o Kitchens-Taps 1o New
. . . . Bathrooms and HEAPS more.
+ Patios + Decking + Water Features « Irrigation Put your feet up and let us take the strain of your
. Fencing . p|am Supp|y household problems.

Mo callout charges and a free, no obligation quotation,

01189 722 181 tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 01491 831 213 - 07785 393 499
heaps499@btinternet.com

BROOK HOUSE

FURNITURE BARN

ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD

LIVE DINE SLEEP

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
MONDAY-FRIDAY 10-4, SATURDAY 10-5, SUNDAY 11-4

UNITS 3-4 MANOR FARM, ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD,OXON RG9 5LA
WWW.BROOKHOUSEFURNITUREBARN.COM
01491 410098/ 628984
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T’ai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
During term time

Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class
Improve your stamina, balance,
strength & co-ordination

For further information
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943

www.debbiepage.org

WSDNMNG COMMON “"ﬁ

VILLAGE HALL

Available for hire for Parties, Meetings, Events etc.
Fully equipped kitchen — Public Address System
— Disabled Toilet Facilities —

Side room can be hired separalely,

Tables & Chairs available for hire.
Commercial rates by negotiation.

Please Contact:
Penny Harvey — 0118 972 3779

www.sonningcommonvillagehall.btik.com

PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES

Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028

EVERYTHING FOR THE
HANDYMAN & BUILDER

Bishopsland Farm « Peppard Road
Dunsden * RG4 9NR

SPICK * sPN

DOMESTIC
CLEANING SERVICE

* Reliable, friendly & trustworthy.
» Weekly / Fortnightly cleans
* One-Off Cleans

* All equipment and supplies provided.
Competitive Rates

Please call Louise for a free quotation.

Tel: 0791 429 5167

' Tree work.- - Felling, Lopping, Profiing. Glearance.
IDriveways - -Gravill Paved Brek; Cofcrets
] Water fealures, Ponds, Rills.
L Siah, Stane; Pavers, Brick.
Leg's for sale - Gutand spitto s,

Bazed.in. Sonnmng Comman

Tel/Fax: 01189721342

Email: chrizscolbeck@btinternet.com

your next MoT on
production of this voucher

Az Reading’s longest established Vauxhall dealer, we offer unrivalled
levels of customer service and great value for money. In stock, we
have the bast selection ol gaw and uzed Vauxhalls in the araa and
can guaraniee we will nol be b-ealgr_;izm price or choice.
SERVICING E= 4
LOCAL CA — = :
FOR:GVER ) L
Sonnim: on’:man.i.',‘g_uxh B T— o—
Snnnlng_ﬁnrﬁmmﬁa rage Lfa

WWW.Sonning communvauxhall com

8011 puter Frustrations?

Friendly local help with PC problems,
upgrades, wireless,
broadband and networking.

Free advice, reasonable rates.

Call David on 07980 129364

or e-mail:

help@computerfrustrations.co.uk

BONNER LOCKSMITHS
INSURANCE APPROVED

DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ss3s21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS = BARS

FREE NO ﬂBLIGA.Tl'UH QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED
LOCKSMITH

(1491 680216
LREbT“ FL] HU'LHF INSTITUTE

Beech Lane, RGEOPX o Woodeote Nr. Reading
ProrriETOR: 5. J. BONNER

CALL OUT SERVICE
FULL MEMBER

(HF BRITISH




in focus

The Government has returned
responsibility for housing and planning
o local councils, including decisions
on the amount of housing.

This has given added impetus fo the South
Oxfordshire District Council's (SODC's) core
strategy document, published for consultation
in early December of last year.

“The responsibility is now ours to address how
best to meet the various challenges facing
us, including how best o foster a healthy
local economy and how to meet the present
and on-going need for more housing,” said
councillor Angie Paterson, SODC'’s cabinet
member for planning.

The South Oxfordshire Proposed Subbmission
Core Strategy identifies potential directions for
growth and new developments in the area
over the next 25 years.

With 111 pages of text plus an additional 46
pages of appendices, maps and tables,

the document (apart from being a cure for
insomnia) will be the delivery strategy used

by the district council in making all its maijor
land-use decisions, such as housing and
employment developments, through to 2027.

The document outlines an overall
development plan for the areq, the
locations for new housing and employment
opportunities as well as shopping, fransport,
education, leisure and community needs.
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The delivery of this strategy is seen as being
dependent upon partnership working with
a wide range of private and public stake-
holders.

From the standpoint of a resident of Sonning
Common perhaps two elements of the core
strategy are worth highlighting.

The first is the classification of Sonning
Common as one of the 12 ‘larger villages' in
the South Oxfordshire area.

These larger villages, fogether with the towns
of Didcot, Henley, Thame and Wallingford,
are seen as providing a strong network of
sefflements with a good range of services. It
means that all populations in the county will
be within about a five-kilometre radius of any
of these ‘centres’.

It is acknowledged that the towns and larger
villages vary considerably in the services they
can offer but all have at least one food store,
a primary school, a community hall and
public transport links. Most have a doctors
surgery and a range of other shops, including
a post office.

The strategy envisages the larger villoges as
acting as local ‘service centres’ to a network
of the surrounding seftlerments.

The second issue is, of course, the distribution
of new housing developments. For South
Oxfordshire as a whole, some 4,400 new
dwellings are targeted for completion by 2027

(-..at least until 2027)

with over half of these allocated to Didcot.

Of the remaining 2,070 dwellings, around 60
per cent will be allocated to the market towns
leaving 740 houses to be shared between the
12 larger villages.

The core strategy makes provision for
landowners and agents to submit sites they
wish to be considered for development.

It is also worth mentioning that the proposals
in the document stipulate that any new
development should allow for 40 per cent
of affordable housing, within which 75 per
cent should be social rented houses and
25 per cent intermediate housing (in shared
ownership).

Allin all, a fairly weighty document and one
which will have far-reaching effects for all
residents of Sonning Common in the not so
distant future.

n The consultation period ended on 20
January, before publication of this
issue of the magazine, but details of
Sonning Common Parish Council’s
response is available from the parish
clerk, fogether with a reference copy
of the core strategy document.

Copies of the core strategy
document are currently available for
downloading from the SODC website.




New houses in Sonning

Common

It is absolutely clear from its core
strategy planning document that South
Oxfordshire District Council (SODC) is
intending fo permit more new houses
o be built in Sonning Common in the
next few years.

Sonning Common has been identified as
one of the *hub’ villages that will provide
local services for the surrounding network of
settlements.

The sites shown on the map have been
identified as available for housing,
although are not necessarily earmarked for
development.

Landowners and agents have been invited by
the district council o submit sites they wish to
e considered for development.

One such site is Lea Meadow, between the
Herb Farm and Birdwood Court (Son 9 and
part of Son 7 on map).

In 2010 planning permission for the
development of Lea Meadow was sought
from SODC, a public consultation was

held and Sonning Common Parish Council
responded by giving a list of reasons why it
was felt that this development should not go
ahead. The application was later withdrawn.

We understand from planning consultant Ken
Dijksmnan, who is working on behalf of the Lea
Meadow landowner, that a revised application
for a reduced number of houses to be built

on this site is being prepared. The views of the
parish council will be sought prior to the plan’s
submission.

Another site to the south of Kennylands Road
(Son 5 on map) has also been discussed.
The agents, Carter Jonas, held a consultation
with village residents last November. To date,
planning permission for this site has not been
submitted to SODC.

The Kennylands Road site is part of the open
countryside and abuts the Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty, where there is a range of
diverse wildiife including badgers, red kites,
owls and foxes.

Housing development in the village has
raised a number of concermns for residents

over the years, as described here by a long-
term resident.

“For 50 years we have fought to keep Sonning
Common as a village contained within the
vilage envelope. Reading Borough Council
has for many years fried to persuade SODC
to hand over to them the villages of Sonning
Common and Dunsden down to Sonning Eye.

“The reason being, that Reading has
exhausted all available and suitable sites

for development and would welcome the
opportunity to build on land between Emmer
Green and Sonning Common, thereby
absorbing us info Reading.

“When the residents were asked to vote on the
matter there was an overwhelming decision to
remain in South Oxfordshire. A view that
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BELOW:
n The sites shown on the map have been

identified as available for housing,
although are not necessarily earmarked
for development

is unlikely to have changed.”
Fieldhouse).

(Margaret

The Sonning Common Community Plan
survey, published in 2010, was completed by
78 per cent of households. The responses to
the housing question showed that 81 per cent
of people favoured small developments on a
number of sites and two-thirds thought that 40
per cent of new homes should be affordable.

So as residents, what can we do?
Respond by email or lefter to SODC's planning
department, giving your views about any
proposed development.

Aftend parish council meetings when
planning applications are discussed and
voice your opinion.

Sonning Common

= -1 []Area of search
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High guality education and child care under the
Early years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months to 5 vears

& Good OFSTED report
8 Pre-schoal sessions available
® Open all year, Monday te Friday, Tam to 7pm
® Flexible howrs
® Farly years education grans available

o Cpericfum includes French, Music & MWovement
and Theames Valley Gym

& Small friendly and personal care in
Sonning Common

For furrther information, please ask for the manager
on 0118 972 4783, or visit our website.

wnrnLaiphabetdaynurseries. com

emails: inforaalphabetdaynurseries.com

CAVERSHAM AERIAL
=" SERVICES

0X18 967 3596
Digital TV Illggi%t}q Sky HD,

Freesat and Ereeview
DAB & FM aerials

14 Odiham Avenue RG4 ﬁP!E.I

Cavershamaerials@gmail.com
www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

TradeMark

WINDOWS « DOORS « CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA + SOFFITS + GUTTERING « CLADDING

Use your Local Installer with 25
years experience

For a FREE quotation

Call Mike Dockree on
07785928190 or 0118 972 4376

All window and door
installations carry a 10 year
guarantee and the finished
product is independently
inspected with all
certificates

WINDOWS + DOORS + CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA + SOFFITS + GUTTERING + CLADDING

TEXTUREPLUS
Free Estimates
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS

CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded
Adrian Brown

Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Commaon/Mobile; 07380 542363
Email: textureplus.adrian@btopenworld.com
Website: www. bextureplus.co.uk

43a Wood Lane

Sonning Common

www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk
Open ...Mon to Sat 9.am to 5pm
Closed ...1pm Weds

Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols

We have been trading in the village
for over 40 years

We deliver free on orders over
£25.00

COME AND SEE US !!

... PETCOUNTRYSUPPLIES .

W e stock all types of
v' Animal Feed

v" Frozen Meat

RG4 9 . .
We have oldsfasr_noned friendly 7 [ B
01 1 8 9723495 ervice W e Stock Products for
email We can’t stock everything but we v A”Iima' H_ea”h
interestedin@petcountrysupplies.co.uk can get most things for your pet! Aviary Birds
Wild Birds

Farm Animals
Domestic Animals
Wild life

Toys and Beds

NN NN
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Fitness instructor Ciaran
Organ is on a mission this
year Lo improve people’s
strength and flexibility
with the expansion of her
business, PureStretch.

“People think achieving fitness is all
about cardio-vascular work,” said Ciaran.
“But overall fitness is a combination

of strengthening and lengthening the
muscles.

‘| often see very fit people with tight
hamstrings and shoulders. Tight hamstrings
affect posture and can lead to back pain
while tight muscles in the upper back and
neck can result in headaches and lethargy.
People are also more susceptible o injuries
if their muscles are tight.

“Going to stretch classes improves your
flexibility and strengthens your core.
Classes are designed to be lighthearted,
stimulating and interactive. They are
choreographed in such a way that people
at all levels of fitness can attend and
enjoy them.

ousinessprofile écdverrising feature

"If people stretch regularly - up to three
fimes a week - they will become more
flexible and see noticeable improvements
within a month.”

Ciaran is actively recruiting and training
more instructors and expanding her
business throughout the region.

She qualified as a fitness instructor over 15
years ago, adding pilates and yoga to her
qualifications. She is also a Thai masseuse
and uses many of the Thai fechniques in
her PureStretch massage.

In addition to her PureStretch classes,

she offers one-to-one personal fraining.

Her five-week course is designed to help
people improve their flexibility, develop
core strength, relox and increase their body
awareness.

Local businesses can opt for bespoke
educational, inspirational and fun
PureStretch workshops. Typically, these
consist of stretch classes in the moming
followed by PureStretch massage, advice
on postural awareness within the work
environment and relaxation techniques.

The aim of PureStretch is fo educate and
improve people’s awareness of their
posture in everyday life, work or home.

If you feel this is somnething you or your
business would benefit from, why not
contact Ciaran for further information.

CIARAN ORGAN

Phone: 07809 448972

Email: purestretch@live.co.uk
www.purestretch.co.uk

What they say ...

“PureStretch is a unique class that
combines stretching, yoga and
pilates that dramatically improves
posture and flexibility. It's definitely
one of our most popular classes for
all our members.”

IAIN AKHURST

Director of Sport & Recreation
University of Reading

“Having worked with golfers of all
abilities and ages, | know how

important flexibility is. | found One-to-
One PureStretch was stretch-specific
and targeted all areas of the body
through a combination of massage,
classes and stretching techniques.
Ciaran’s professional approach
makes sure that all workouts are
personalised and tailored to the
individual. | would recommend
PureStretch to anyone who wants to
improve their flexibility.”

ROB WATTS

PGA level 3 Golf Coach
Chek Nutrition and Lifestyle Coach

A

PureStretch

If you would like to advertise your business in this way please email sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com

Telephone Graham Thomas on 0118 972 2598 or write to Business Profiles, 39 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9TD




PURPOSE MADE
HARDWOOD & SOFTWOOD
JOINERY

» DOORS » SASHES
» WORKTOPS » STAIRCASES

» BARS
» WINDOWS
» MOULDINGS

TEL.-lr FAK

0118 940 4948

e-mail: sales@woodslangton.go-plus.net
Website: wwwowoodsandlangton joiners.co.uk

—y - - —

MEMBER OF THE GUILD OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN

Mﬂze FEstimates : %

» CONSERVATORIES
‘Maryella Brown

General Builiings Contractor ﬁ

Decorating to Complete H{ome Improvements
Sonning Common
Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875

Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com

Website: wuww.mebsdecorplus.co.uk

4Fo;ter Interiors
Fhe Local Soft Furnivher

URTAINS

UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS

Made to the highest standards
from an extensive range of fabrics
brought to your home.
Complete fitting and advisory service.
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete
satisfaction — Most competitive prices

Telephone: 01491 680291
Jor reliable and personal service

IAN’S
VALETING SERVICE

Faste Friendly e Reliable

FuLL vaLET £25
(polished with buffer — extra £3)

Will pick up and return
spotless inside and out

Call
07597 081927

Beville

ESTATEAGENCY

roviding a complete
P property service linking
buyers and sellers,

facilitating fast, successful
and hassle-free moves in

South Oxfordshire and
North Berkshire...

Phone us for a free valuation

01189 24 25 26

www.beville.co.uk

28, Peppard Road, Sonning Common
South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU
info@beville.co.uk

R EVERYTHING
®* INTHE GARDEN

Established 1985

Now in Stoke Row

All types of design, construction,
maintenance and improvements.

Tel: 01491 641311
Mob: 07810 112411




Concerts raise £700
for pre-school

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks
to the most brilliant groups of people, all of
whom were involved in our Christmas Selection
Concert in the village hall on 18 December.

Firstly, all the singers, who braved the
difficult weather conditions to entertain their
audience with mixed items of pure beauty.

Next, all of our stewards and the refreshment feam,
who did a wonderful job of caring for all those
people in the hall.

Thirdly, for our fantastic audience, who not only
turned up for the occasion but fully entered
into the spirit of the afternoon and gave so very
generously towards our Christmas appeal for
Sonning Common Pre-School.

The Christrnas concert raised almost £580. A
further £104 was raised by a group of 20 Nottakwire
singers at The Greyhound pub/restaurant on 22
December. We added a little from our own funds
fo bring the tfotal to £700.

We could not have done this without the help of
each one of you!

MARGARET MOOLA and ELAINE WILLIAMS
Nottakwire leaders
Sedgefield Close

Village hall lunch was
a great success

Once again, despite the snow, and thanks to our
wonderful volunteer drivers, the Christmas Day
lunch in the village hall ook place as planned.

We were delighted fo have an increase in numbers,
and everybody contributed to making the event
successful and enjoyable.

There must be something in the air of Sonning
Common - so many people, who were not
themselves attending the lunch, offered help and
contributions.

Thank you to all those people who were involved with
helping on the day. And special thanks for the gifts
of sherry, port and wine; the loan of glasses; some
delicious mince pies and trifles; and to those who
prepared vegetables and accompaniments.

Not forgetting our heartfelt thanks fo those who did
the washing up and clearing away!

CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY
Woodlands Road

& JILL VALLIS

Old Copse Gardens

letters

The loss of the library
would be a severe blow

If the public library in Sonning Common is forced to close it will be a
retrograde step for this village which prides itself on the scope of the
facilities it provides for its residents.

The library is, in many ways, as important as the health centre, dentist, schools, pubs and
shops - all of which help to make up the fabric of a happy and satisfactory community.

There are many elderly people in the village whose great joy is literature and who do not
wish to read via computer screen, kindle or ipod. There is nothing quite like holding a book.

Computers are available for those who wish to use them and who may not
have one in their own home. It is very much a centre fo which so many
people tum for enterfainment and information.

The loss of the library would be a severe blow to many people and we
must do what we can fo prevent this catastrophe.

FRED CURZON
Orchard Avenue

Council has a moral duty
to keep our library open

| understand that national finances are pressing and that savings must
be found, but the closure of learning facilities like libraries is surely not
the way forward.

These resources are an inheritance from generations past and | believe it is our moral
duty to maintain them for those who follow us in the future.

I have two smalll children who benefit hugely from a local library, which offers schemes to
encourage reading during both term-time and holidays. The library also provides a bank
of computers to aid computer literacy; particularly important for those without the luxury
of a computer at home.

| really feel we have a moral duty to keep our libraries open. Literacy is an incredibly
important factor in our education and the importance of libraries to aid us in that should
not be underestimated.

| fear that once lost, these libraries will never be reinstated. n

CAROLINE JONES
Peppard Road

Parish council is no place for party politics

My letter headed, ‘Playing a part in local democracy’, published in your
December/January edition, was accompanied by a colourful illustration
indicating voting on party lines.

| take the very strong view that party politics should have no place in parish council
elections nor in council decision-making.

In May, good candidates are needed totally irrespective of any party political allegiance.
Councillors should be elected on the basis of their active commitment to their local area

and their support for fransparent, accountable, well-run local govemment.

DOUGLAS KEDGE (Parish councillor)
Lea Road
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Question: When
1s a wnversily
not a wnwersily?

The answer: When it is the University of the Third Age.

The University of the Third Age, or U3A, as it is known, is a self-help,
self-managed, lifelong learning co-operative for older people.

It is cimed at retired individuals and provides them with
opportunities to share in a wide range of groups and to pursue
learning, not for qualifications but for fun.

The emphasis is very much on social interaction and the
enjoyment of life. The groups are run by volunteers, with an
elected committee, and the activities are provided in response
to the needs and interests of members.

The Reading U3A is a large and active branch, running over 50
different groups and activities.

Andrew Page Oak,

for everything oak

Oak framed garages and outbuildings to enhance
your property. Garden rooms, oak furniture and
joinery, all made to your .
exact requirements. -
Oak timber for
builders and DIY

e i -}

\f{ 5 \\\

RS

I lll‘i’ :
info@andrewpageoak. ca.uk 01491 EEEZDT
www.andrewpageoak.co.uk

——

The groups meet in members’ houses. They discuss books and
plays and writing for pleasure.

There are several music groups, including music appreciation,
a big band and jazz music group along with enjoying opera
sessions.

Those who enjoy foreign languages are well catered for, with
conversation groups (at various levels) in Spanish, French,
German and ltalian. Many pastimes such as Scrabble, Travel
Talk and Chess are available.

Open meetings are held in the Abbey Baptist Church, Abbey
Square, Reading (behind the Reading Public Library). These
include the monthly members’ meetings, the Christmas party,
and the welcome meeting for new members.

The U3A provides the opportunity for learning in a pressure-free
environment but above all for friendship and fun.

For further information contact: Membership secretary Dyson
England on 0118 941 3668 or dysonquality@msn.com.

Give it a try; you won't regret it. n

_WOOD LANE _
DENTISTRY

DENTAL SURGEONS

Richard G. McQuillan B.D.5.(ULONDON)
Vik Chugani BDS.MFDSRCS (ED)

DENTAL SURGERY
Woon LaNg
SONNING COMMON
READING BERKSHIRE RG4 95)

TELEPHONE
KIDMORE END
0118 972 2626

John Abbey.

Painter
&
Decorator

0118 924 2552

58 Wood Lane
Sonning Common

%ﬂl

/ROOFING\. /SERVICES\
A GORDON

Specialist in Slating,

e

Tiling and Flat Roofs
All work guaranteed by
Telephone:
01491 576 463
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Note from the edifor:
i Tom had to be reminded
i fosend in this column ...

Tom Fort

FORGETTING

The other day my mobile
rang as | was on the bus
going through Emmer
Green. As | rarely have the
thing with me, and very
rarely indeed have it on
(the source of occasional
tension between me and
my dear wife), this was
enough to make me jump
considerably.

It was the dentist’s receptionist.
“Mr Fort?” | admitted it. “We

were expecting you at 3.45." It
was just after 4om. I am most
terribly sorry,” | grovelled. What |
really wanted to do was weep

at this latest illustration — if any
were needed - of failing mental
powers.

| used to get intated with
elderly people who paralysed
the forward movement of the
check-in queue at Waitrose by
forgetting their pin numbers.
Now | am in weekly terror of
becoming one of them. For
ages | kept my original pin
number in my head without
difficulty. After a couple of
embarrassing blank moments |
took advice and changed it fo
something more memorable.
At present | still know when my

birthday is. But for how long?

The only consolation in all this is
that my life is so uneventful that
there is only a limited number
of appointments that | have

to abase myself for missing. If |
were busier, half my time would
be taken up saying sorry for not
fuming up.

The Reverend Sabine Baring-
Gould was the famously
absent-minded author of
Onward Christian Soldiers

and an incredible number of
novels and other books, as well
as being the father of fifteen
children.

At a party in his rectory, Baring-
Gould spotted a pretty young
girl and attempted to engage
her in conversation. “What's
your name, my dear?” he asked
genially. *Alice, father,” she
replied. “I'm your daughter”.
Then she burst into tears.

At least | haven't sunk that far.
Not yet.

Mo

FOR A BEAUTIFUL GARDEN

Choose from our wide range of quality garden services:
design and landscaping, plants and maintenance.
We tailor-make our service for you,

For a ree, no-ohligation visit and written estimate from
RHS gualified stall,
call D1 844 279430 or

e-mail: info@brannfordgardens.co.uk
Full details at: www.brannfordgardens.co.uk

BRANNFORDS "

B GARDEN MAKERS -
7

= A
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CHIROPODY HOME VISITS

For professional treatment & advice

contact

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Heidi Snookes-Owen

Bsc, DpodM, SRCh, MChS
HPC Registered

0118 924 2677

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied

Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

A. SIMMONITE

INTERIOR & EXTERIOR ® PAINTERS & DECORATORS
GUTTER CLEANING or REPLACEMENT SERVICE
GENERAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
FREE ESTIMATES
FAST @ EFFICIENT & PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Private & CommeRciAL WORK UNDERTAKEN

Tel: 0118 972 2667

A child's first steps into education within a caring environment
We are a small, friendly pre-school caring for children from 2 years 6
months to 5 years in a beautiful village setting. Various sessions available.
We are OFSTED inspected and registered for Early Years Funding.
For more information, please call Louise on 0118 924 2740

Registered Charity number 104-6030
The Parish Rooms, Wood Lane, Kidmore End, Reading, R64 988,
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ANNUAL VILLAGE

QUIZ

On Your Bike

Sunday 3rd April 2011

Willbe held on Friday 18 March 2011
At
SONNING COMMON PRIMARY SCHOOL

GROVEROAD « SONNING COMMON
(By kind permission of the Head Teacher)

START7.30pm (please)
Teams of up to SIX PIAYERS (limited to 22 teams)

Join the 5th annual On Your Bike ride g Do e Sl e

in aid of Sonning Common Primary School / Any surplus on the evening willgo to

and Sue Ryder Hospice. the P1A of'the school

Visit our new website to register on line: Entries to Fred Curzon, 24 Orchard Avenue
www.onyourbikesonningcommon.co.uk Sonning Common ¢ Reading RG4 9IT

0118 972 2827
B1JLQ‘ BARAVAIIABIE * PARKING PIENTIFUL

HEATH & WATKINS

HARDWARE, PAINT, TOOLS, GARDEN ACCESSORIES, BEDDING PLANTS
AND SHRUBS, PRE-PACKED COAL THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

MAIN AGENTS FOR SUTTONS SEEDS,
SHEARS HOLLOW-GROUND & SHARPENED.
ALL TYPES OF KEYs CuUT.

CYCLE SPARES & REPAIRS & EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL

41A Woobp LANE, SONNING COMMON
T Kipmore Enp 0118 972 2107

Mr FaT |

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! Domestic Electrical & Solar Power

All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior.

Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical,
Woodwork, Glazing.

Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration Call a locally based electrician, _—
for older properties. . - No job too small, Free estimates, -—
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. :
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, Pmin;‘ &J?J.Biéﬁ 29;-03??3322
Hedge and Tree Cutting, Emall: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk
Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 17 Burnham Rise, Emmer Green
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates NAPI T

City & Guilds gqualified

07752 759908 MNAPIT Part P approved Electrical




sonning

magazine

CHRIST THE KING, SONNING COMMON
ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, KIDMORE END

Just before Christmas, we leamed that congratulations were
due to Father Graham, our Rector, on his appointment as an
Honorary Canon of Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford.

Also deserving of our congratulations was the 1st Sonning
Common Cubs’ pack, who battled through the December
snow to attend our monthly family service at St John's.

Easter is late this year (24 April) and so, correspondingly; is
Lent. Although fasting is not observed so strictly as it once
was, the festivities of Shrove Tuesday, the day immediately
preceding Lent, are still enjoyed by many - even if it is only a
case of pancakes for teal

A service will be held on:
Ash Wednesday (2 March), 8pm, All Saints” Church, Peppard

On Wednesday 16 March, and the subsequent four
Wednesdays, we will be holding our Lent Course, at Christ the
King Church, in Sedgewell Road, atf 7.30pm and at 2pm.

_ Time 4 Cilates x
Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Matal

Mandays / Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (& in Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions alsa avallahle

Christine Brook - Mamber of Body Control Pllates Association
Ring 07789 717017 or email ¢

Wwabsite at www.timedpilates.co.uk

hris@timedpilates, oo, uk

AUSTIN
HARRIS

[ =

This year’s course is Rich Inheritance - Jesus’ legacy of love.
[t includes an audio tape on which Canon Simon Stanley
puts questions to a team of panellists:

Archbishop Vincent Nichols - Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster

Paula Gooder - writer and lecturer in biblical studies
Jim Wallis - author and public theologian
Inderjit Bhopal - theologian and Methodist minister

The Women'’s World Day of Prayer is on Friday, 4 March.
Look out for details of a local service.

Mothering Sunday is on 3 Agpril.

NEIL SCOTT
[on behalf of Parochial Church Council]

CURTAINS, \
BLINDS, PELMETS\
TIE BACKS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR

0781 561 0007

T.V. & VIDEO
RENTAL

RADIO & T.V.
SALES / SERVICES

REPAIRS TO
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

KIDMORE END 0118 972 3098
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The parish of Sonning
Common as we know

it today did not exist
until 1952. The modern
parish was formed by
merging pieces of the
old parishes of Sonning
and Shiplake with some
parts of Kidmore End.

There had always been an

area called Sonning Common
which was the highest point

of the parish of Sonning; poor
and infertile land traditionally

left as scrub and woodland,
consequently inhabited by a
few poor agricultural workers and
woodsmen.

Sonning Common was that

part of the land bounded by
Wood lane, Reades Lane,

and Gallowstree Road, which
extended down 1o Shiplake
Boftom. From there up to Blounts
Court Road was the parish of
Shiplake (see map).

At the beginning of the 19th
century there were hardly any
houses in Sonning Common.
Bishopswood Farm existed as did
Blackmore Farm and Reddish
Manor. Most of the land was held
by the owners of Crowsley Park or
Blounts Court.

There was a handful of cottagers’
dwellings, some of which sill exist
— Orchard Farm, off Woodlands
Road, a cottage (Kimmeridge)

in Woodlands Road, and the
group of cottages in and near
Wychwood Close.

If there was a centre to the
village it was along Wood Lane
and Hog Lane (Woodlands
Road, toyou or ) .

There were cottages along
Kennylands Road (called
Kennellands on one old map)
and one along Shiplake Bottom
as well as the Old Bakery on
Blounts Court Road (which dates
from the late 16th century).

Nearly all of these dwellings
backed on to the open
common land and depended
on it to eke out a living.

The common land disappeared
with the local enclosures of 1816.
The industrial revolution and a
huge rise in population meant
there were more mouths to feed
which made it worthwhile to
cultivate poor land.

By 1801 there were so many
applications to enclose the
commons that a General
Enclosure Act was passed which
made it easier for landowners
1o take the commons. In 1836
enclosure by consent was
ratified.

This was fine for the landowners
but not for the poor people who
depended on the common land
for various rights such as wood
gathering and grazing, but who
had no voice.

KEY
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Large landowners got together
to purchase, divide and fence in
the common land. Locally that
meant that James Atkyns Wright
of Crowsley park, Sir Charles Price
of Blounts Court and Samuel
Palmer of Sonning got the lion’s
share. They set about putting
fences around the commons.

Parliament decreed that there
should be recompense for the
poor who had lost their rights fo
the common land. So, a piece
of land was put aside to be
rented out and the rents were
used to give an ‘allotment’ of
fuel and money.

In Sonning Common this field
was situated along the south side

of Gallowstree Road and part of
it forms the modem allotments.
To this day the income from the
land is managed by The Poor’s
Land Charity which allocates
funds, at its discretion, to those
parishioners who ask for help.

So, by the 1840s the commons
no longer existed but the vilage
began fo expand during the rest
of the century. It remained sfill

a remote area whose residents
were overwhelmingly dependent
on farm work but gradually that
began fo change.

To be continued ...
JILL KENDAL

Jill, from Gallowstree Common, is an amateur local historian and the author of a booklet about Sonning Common in the 19th century entitled,
‘Alittle world apart’. She taught atf Sonning Common Primary School until 1994 and is involved with many local organisations.

24
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Students dazzle |
N Gregse

Chiltern Edge students, from
years 8 to 11, put their hearts
and souls into staging a
dazzling performance of rock
musical Grease recently.

The first whole school musical production in
three years was well worth the wait.

Sizeable crowds were entertained by a
fantastically lively and brilliantly
choreographed performance, which
began with a rendition of the Bee Gees
theme tune, ‘Grease is the word’, fo the
classic seventies film starring John Travolta
and Olivia Newton John.

The original stage musical followed,
containing all the well-known tunes like,
‘Greased Light'ning’ and ‘We go together’.
Both real crowd pleasers, these tunes were
given first-class freatment by the energetic,
50-strong cast during the three-night
performances.

‘Alone at the drive-in movie', was sung by

a melancholy Danny Zuko, played by a
convincing Branagh Crealock, while Susie
Longshaw played the female lead, good-girl

It was a busy
yvear for local
gardeners

Sandy, who later stunned the audience with
her rock chick side.

The main cast members were all very strong
and there were notable performances in
cameo roles of members of the Pink Ladies
and T-birds too.

However, special mention must be made of
PE teacher Mr Joyce, who gave a suitably
mature (1) and amusing rendition of DJ Vince
Fontaine!

Many congratulations and thanks for a
great show must go to all the cast and
those involved behind the scenes,
particularly teachers Moz Baxter, Head of

Drama, who directed and choreographed \

the production and Barbara Crawshaw, who
oversaw musical direction. The show was
also a fitting end fo Barbara’s long career
as a languages teacher at the school.

JO QUINTON

RIGHT: FROM TOP-BOTTOM

n Branagh Crealock, who played sensitive
hard boy Danny Zuko in Grease.

n Branagh Crealock and Susie Longshaw
in the lead roles of Danny and Sandy.

n The Grease cast.

The village’s friendly gardening club,
Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society,
had another fruitful year in 2010.

It held two successful shows, organised
three coach trips fo homes and gardens,
six winter talks and a garden reception
topped off by the AGM in December.

Mark Richards was re-elected as chairman
while Dave Brewer was re-elected as
treasurer. A fresh look was taken at the
constitution and a few changes were
promoted and accepted.

Copies of the revised constitution can be
obtained from Bob Newnham.

The Society holds regular talks on plants

j and gardening issues. Forthcoming

speakers include David Taylor on
pelargoniums, on 9 February, while on 9
March Tim Butler will speak about lavender.

Everybody is very welcome to attend
these presentations which start at 7.30pm
at Chiltern Edge School, in Reades Lane.
Members are free and non-members
pay £2.

The Society’s spring show is due to take
place on 2 April at Chiltern Edge School.

Further information on the above and
future events can be obtained from Bob
Newnham (bob.newnham@btopenworld.
com) and the website:

www.chilternedgehorticulturalsociety.
btck.co.uk n

Pictures; SAM HANCOCK



John Taylor (Ewelme) Limited

¢ BOILER & RANGE COOKER SERVICE ENGINEERS &
4 GENERAL PLUMBING ¢
4 OIL TANK REPLACEMENT 4
4 INSTALLATION OF COMPLETE
CENTRAL HEATING SYSTEMS &
4 OUTSIDE GROUND WORKS # DRAINAGE ¢
¢ ELECTRICAL INSTALLATION SERVICES

y Office: 01491 833538 @.
7 Mobile: 07968 897983 (oo%ac

fum EQSTON nfcmne:

<N PROPERTYCARE s 1=

INSTRLLER l:J
* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician
* Plumbing ¢ Kitchens and bathrooms
* Landscaping and fencing

0118 947 7738

07717 295679
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk

SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING

Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats < 8
=

Small Pets

Dog Walking

Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 | 07787 114536

c Abbeytrest

“Nursing Home

Essex Way, Kennylands Road
Sonning Common Reading RG4 YRG  Telephone: Reading 0118 972 4414

bedrooms, lounges, etc.

contact:

Full Medical NURSING CARE - 24 Hours a day QUALIFIED and VERY CARING Staff.

Long Term and Holiday Stays — Subject to Availability.

A superbly equipped, centrally heated home with Nurse Call, colour T.V.s etc. in all

Abbeycrest has 14 single and double bedrooms to give a maximum of 24 beds.
When you really care about the tender loving care your loved ones deserve please

MATRON TeLerHONE: 0118 972 4414 or call in and visit us.

Please make enquiries re. Staff Vacancies to: the Matron on Reading 0118 972 4414




CARPET FITTER

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches

Measuring, Estimating & Planning
Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean

MICHAEL HODGSON

TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003

THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB
Bird Wood Court

Peppard Road

Sonning Common

(Registered Charity No. 1062939)

€ Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
and dance studio

# Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels

# General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities

# Pre-School programmes

# Ballet Classes

# Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)

4 Gym Birthday Parties

4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

Dean & Milward

insurance brokers & financial advisers
3 Market Place Mews Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 578259 Fax: 01491 410597

Motor Insurance

It really is worthwhile asking us for a quote

Instant Professional Save
COVER SERVICE MONEY
A8 "”‘"’@, MEMBER OF

$ REGULATED %
“'_i wvrstment 2
L BUSINESS o THE INSTITUTE OF
'ﬁ/) 1‘) INSURANCE BROKERS
SN W

Free quote, no fix no fee, no call out charge

—e,

Over 200 happy customers in
Sonning Common.

Milo and Michael Harper

Milo Technical Support

0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

bespoke kitchens

We have moved to our new
farger improved showroom at:

Wyevale Hare Hatch
Garden Centre

Bath Road

Hare Hatch

Twyford

Berkshire RG10 95W

Telephone: 0118 940 6600
Fax: 0118 940 6622

Email:
henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk

Website:
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday — Saturday
9:00am — 5:00pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays
by appointment only

e 13 Full displays
contemporary and traditional

# Displays featuring =
Granite, Caes one, Solid

Wood and Laminate Worktops oozt Criole
= De Dietrich Appliance centre

& Bosch Appliance centre

The South’s Premier Kitchen Manufacturer

= Manufacturer and Retailer — Mo Middie Men!
=Bring In your own Maasurements for an

 Progect Managed Installation Sarvice
«20 Year Guarantes on Fumiture

OPTIPLAN

e
— %

ol g
=Cuality Kitchens from £3,000 to £30,
«Kichens Handmade 1o Any Size or Colour

Granite and Corian Worklop Specialisis
«Factory Visits Welcome
Over 17,000 satisfied customers in this area

eatablished 1984




NS

FRIDAY

4
—~

FRIDAY

4

MONDAY

7

WEDNESDAY

9

THURSDAY

17

THURSDAY

17

FRIDAY

18

FRIDAY

18

MONDAY

21

FRIDAY

4

FRIDAY

4

MONDAY

7

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

17

THURSDAY

17

FRIDAY

18

FRIDAY

FRIDAY

18

MONDAY

21

FRIDAY

25

FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town centres.
For more information and o book call 0118 972 3986. 1




; il ik Fed Up With Call Centres
Orctiard Zlopge
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RESIDENTIAL CARE Mark & Helen Richard
-r Your Local Insurance Brokers
3 : For The Unusual & The Usual
A ESE BE!THEFEI”E Road Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance
Ay AEP_.. —, onning Lommon - House & Contents - Business - Liabilities

- Travel - Landiords - Professional Indemnity
* Horse » Shops « Sickness [ Accident
0 1 1 8 972 2 5 8 2 Commercial / Unusual Viehicle

If It's Not listed We Still llﬁlan HEIF
”l‘.’ .’\'ﬂ{’(‘fl’fﬁ.ﬂ’ .f-” {'fﬂ‘flﬂ,‘f ﬁ)f" All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome

0778 924 2603

Alzheimer/dementia residents, el InTe B harra ol rantes Ca Ak
; NN 00 .. SNSRI 1LY www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Dd}' care facilities are also available. Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Gommon RG4 9JT

. Incorporating

LROYEE

[II‘IB 94‘[921[]

s Land Lighis,
Cllm g,

: Unit 12, Manaor Farm, P
Fax: JI:I].JIBI M

Come & Experience authentic

T AND O Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine
RO,

* Fully Air-Conditioned
* Large Groups Catered For

21 Wood Lane % Open 7 Days a Week

Sonning Common TAKE-AWAY MENU
0118972 3104 /972 1054 We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

Sonning Common Beauty
S J HINTON 12 Newfield Road 0118 972 3059
: www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

Carpenter & JOiner . ™ ¢ » Manicure » Pedicure » Organic Facials

2 » MD Formulations Glycolic peels
% /-# Waxing * Lash and Brow treatments
* Spray tanning * Make-up

All carpentry work undertaken

MDF built-in furniture a speciality o « Massage Bridal
Quallty craftsmanship 4 . *Holiday and mum to be packages available

. ‘-$ Gift vouchers available

Telephone Steve on: 0118 972 3602 R Shine roduced price treatments avalable

Mobile: 07887 653866 ’ each week please ring to check availability




EDS School of Motoring

0118 972 3349 / 0794 057 9018
edsschooloimotoring@yahoo.co.uk

Creating
good safe
drivers
for life
nobleintentions
landscape garden design
| Professional
advice, design &
planting for your
garden. : _
Call Gail Noble ="
on 01189723214 |~ s
www.noble-intentions.com | | e

Laundry Services

Get rid of the Ironing

j }.’/ finger.
C We also offer

Dry Cleaning

Shirt Laundering Service
Service Washing

Repairs & Alterations

Have it collected, professionally ironed,
beautifully wrapped and delivered back

to your door without having to lift a

Wedd tngs Funerals

Mand-Tied ggﬁ tgﬂuque!s

Wational & Intexnational Deliveries
Eullnlri( Uumlli_'lllri:ﬁlr l?'lrﬂ'l'r'.."-'f mus _J[}-'chllr:‘érlrn.-'ctjr

42 Wood Lane = Sonning Common = RG4 95L
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916

@e turn feelings into flowers

Pressed for Time

House Cleaning

Regular & One-Off Cleans

Spring Cleans

Move-in and Jor Move-out Cleans
End of Tenancy Cleans

After Party Cleans

Carpet & Curtain Cleaning

Free in-home Estimates

Secure Key Holding

Pet Friendly

Environmentally Friendly Products
Fully Insured. References Available

43 Wood Lane, Sonning Common
Reading RG4 95]
0118 9723355



