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PRELIMINARY 
PROVISIONS 

Section 18-100 - TITLE, 
EFFECT OF PRIOR LAW AND 
STATEMENT OF 
LEGISLATIVE INTENT 

1. This set of laws is 
officially called the 
Criminal Code. 

2. Unless explained 
otherwise in 
subsection (3), this 
code does not apply to 
crimes that happened 
before April 1, 1972. 
Any prosecution for a 
crime committed 
before that date will 
follow the laws that 
were in place at the 
time. A crime is 
considered to have 
occurred before April 
1, 1972, if any part of 
the crime happened 
before that date. 

3. If a case is active on or 
after April 1, 1972, but 
the crime occurred 
before that date: 

a) The 
procedural 
rules in this 
code will be 
used if they fit 
the case fairly 
and won’t 
cause 

confusion or 
delay; 

b) The 
defendant can 
choose to use 
any defense 
or sentence 
reduction 
offered by 
this code; 

c) The court can 
use the 
sentencing 
rules in this 
code for the 
crime and the 
person, but 
only if the 
defendant 
agrees. 

4. The goal of this code is 
to bring back the 
criminal laws that 
were in place on 
December 31, 1971, 
unless a law has been 
specifically changed or 
removed by this new 
code. 
No law that was in 
effect on December 
31, 1971, is canceled 
just because this code 
was created, unless it 
is clearly stated. 

5. Any law that refers to 
the Penal and 
Correctional Code 
used from January 1 
to March 31, 1972 
(from Chapter 143 of 
the 1971 Session 
Laws) should be 
understood as 
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referring to the similar 
law in this Criminal 
Code. 

Section 18-101 - DEFINITION 
OF TERMS 

1. "Wilfully" means 
doing something on 
purpose or with 
willingness. It does not 
require intent to break 
the law, harm 
someone, or gain a 
benefit. 

2. "Neglect," 
"Negligence," 
"Negligent," 
"Negligently" means 
failing to use the level 
of care that a 
reasonably careful 
person would use in 
handling their own 
matters. It’s about not 
paying proper 
attention to possible 
consequences. 

3. "Corruptly" means 
doing something with 
a wrongful or 
dishonest intent to 
gain money or some 
benefit—either for 
yourself or someone 
else. 

4. "Malice," 
"Maliciously" means 
wanting to annoy, 
harm, or injure 
someone. It can also 

mean doing something 
wrong on purpose, 
proven by evidence or 
assumed by law. 

5. "Knowingly" means 
knowing the facts that 
make your actions 
illegal. You don’t have 
to know the act is 
against the law—just 
that the facts exist. 

6. "Bribe" means giving, 
offering, or promising 
anything of value with 
corrupt intent to 
unlawfully influence a 
person’s official 
actions, decisions, or 
opinions. 

7. "Person" (as in victim 
or property owner) 
includes the State of 
Idaho, other states or 
governments, any 
company or 
organization (public or 
private), and 
individual people. 

Section 18-101A – 
DEFINITIONS 

1. "Correctional facility" 
means any place 
where prisoners or 
juvenile offenders are 
locked up. This 
includes prison, state 
prison, jail, detention 
facility, correctional 
institution, juvenile 
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center, Idaho security 
medical program, 
private prisons, or any 
facility holding 
juveniles under 
contract with the 
state. 

2. "In-state prisoner" is a 
person charged or 
convicted in Idaho, or 
held by court order, 
and: 

(a) Locked up in any 
correctional 
facility in Idaho, or 

(b) Being transported 
within or through 
Idaho. 

3. "Local correctional 
facility" is a jail or 
facility run by a county 
or city. This includes: 
county jails, city jails, 
and private facilities 
holding inmates under 
local authority (like 
the sheriff). 

4. "Out-of-state 
prisoner" or "out-of-
state inmate" is a 
person convicted and 
sentenced in another 
state, U.S. jurisdiction, 
or foreign country, 
and: 

(a) Locked up in any 
facility in Idaho, or 

(b) Being transported 
within or through 
Idaho. 

5. "Parolee" is someone 
convicted of a felony 
and released on 
parole. He/she must 
be supervised by 
Idaho Department of 
Correction (IDOC) 
staff, and not 
currently locked up. 

6. "Prisoner" is a broad 
term for someone 
who: 

(a) Is charged or 
convicted in Idaho 
or 

(b) Convicted 
elsewhere (U.S. or 
foreign) and 

(c) Is being locked up 
or transported in 
Idaho. 

o Includes: 
inmate, 
convict, 
detainee, and 
both in-state 
and out-of-
state 
prisoners. 

7. "Private correctional 
facility" or "private 
prison (facility)" 
means a jail or prison 
built or run by a 
private company in 
Idaho. 

8. "Private prison 
contractor" means a 
company or business 
involved in any part of 
running or building 
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private prisons (site, 
design, construction, 
management, 
financing, etc.). 

9. "Probationer" is a 
person on felony 
probation ordered by 
a court in Idaho, 
another state, the U.S., 
or a foreign country. 
He/she must be under 
IDOC supervision and 
not incarcerated. 

10. "Repeat offender" 
applies to certain DUI-
related laws. It means 
a person who has 
more than one DUI 
conviction: 

o Within 5 years 
(for §18-8002A 
and §18-8004C), 
or 

o Within 10 years 
(for §18-8002 and 
§18-8005). 

11. "State correctional 
facility" is a facility run 
or controlled by the 
State of Idaho for 
locking up prisoners. 
This includes: state 
prison, state 
penitentiary, and also 
private facilities 
holding inmates for 
the state. 

12. "Supervising officer" is 
an IDOC employee in 
charge of supervising 

felony parolees or 
probationers. 

13. "Juvenile offender" is 
a person under 18 
years old, or who was 
under 18 at the time 
of the act, who is being 
detained by court 
order in a correctional 
facility. 

Section 18-109 - DEFINITION 
OF CRIME 

A crime or public offense is 
when someone either does 
something the law forbids or 
fails to do something the law 
requires. 

If a person is convicted of a 
crime, it must carry at least 
one of the following possible 
punishments: 

1. Death 

2. Imprisonment 

3. Fine 

4. Removal from office 

5. Disqualification from 
holding or benefiting 
from any public office 
of honor, trust, or 
profit in Idaho 

Section 18-110 - GRADES OF 
CRIME 

Crimes are divided into: 

1. Felonies; and 
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2. Misdemeanors. 

Section 18-111 - FELONY, 
MISDEMEANOR AND 
INFRACTION DEFINED 

• A felony is a crime that can 
be punished by death or by 
imprisonment in state 
prison. 

• An infraction is a civil 
public offense that is not a 
crime. It can only be 
punished by a fine of up to 
$300, and no jail time can 
be given. 

• Any other crime that 
doesn’t meet the 
definitions of a felony or 
an infraction is a 
misdemeanor. 

• If a crime is normally 
punishable by state prison, 
but the court chooses to 
punish the person with 
either a fine or jail time in a 
county jail instead, that 
crime will be treated as a 
misdemeanor for all legal 
purposes after sentencing. 

Section 18-111A - FELONY 
DEFINED FURTHER 

• Anywhere in the Idaho 
Code—including the 1972 
Session Law 
amendments—when the 
terms “felony,” “felony in 
the first degree,” “felony in 
the second degree,” or 
“felony in the third 

degree” are used, they all 
mean the same thing: a 
felony. 

• Unless a specific law says 
otherwise, all felonies are 
to be punished according 
to Idaho’s General Felony 
Statute, found in Section 
18-112 of the Idaho Code. 

Section 18-111B - 
MISDEMEANOR DEFINED 
FURTHER 

• Anywhere in the Idaho 
Code, including the 1972 
Session Law amendments, 
the terms “misdemeanor,” 
“petty misdemeanor,” or 
“violation” all mean the 
same thing: a 
misdemeanor. 

• Unless a specific law says 
otherwise, misdemeanors 
are to be punished 
according to Idaho’s 
General Misdemeanor 
Statute, which is found in 
Section 18-113 of the 
Idaho Code. 

Section 18-116 - 
INTOXICATION NO EXCUSE 
FOR CRIME 

• A person who is 
intoxicated is still legally 
responsible for their 
actions. 

• Being intoxicated is not a 
defense to any crime and 
cannot be used to argue 



Ó Blue to Gold Law Enforcement Training, LLC 7 

SIMIPLIFIED STATUTES 
IDAHO LAWS MADE EASY 

that the person lacked the 
required mental state for 
the offense—unless the 
person can prove that they 
did not know they were 
consuming an intoxicating 
substance when they ate, 
drank, smoked, sniffed, 
injected, or otherwise took 
the substance that caused 
the intoxication. 

PERSONS 
LIABLE, 

PRINCIPALS 
AND 

ACCESSORIES 

Section 18-201 - PERSONS 
CAPABLE OF COMMITTING 
CRIMES 

In general, all people can be 
held responsible for 
committing crimes, except 
those who fall into one of the 
following categories: 

1. People who acted or 
failed to act because 
of a mistake or 
misunderstanding of 
the facts, which shows 
they did not have 
criminal intent. 

2. People who 
committed the act 
without being aware 
of it, meaning they 
were not conscious of 
what they were doing. 

3. People who acted 
because of misfortune 
or by accident, and it’s 
clear there was no evil 
intent, plan, or 
criminal negligence. 

4. People (except in 
death penalty cases) 
who committed the 
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act or omission 
because they were 
threatened in a way 
that gave them a 
reasonable and real 
fear that their life was 
in danger if they did 
not comply. 

Section 18-202 - 
TERRITORIAL JURISDICTION 
OVER ACCUSED PERSONS 
LIABLE TO PUNISHMENT 

The following people can be 
punished under Idaho law: 

1. Anyone who commits 
any part of a crime 
inside Idaho—even if 
only part of the crime 
happened here. 

2. Anyone who commits 
larceny (theft) or 
robbery outside of 
Idaho, but then either 
brings the stolen 
property into Idaho or 
is caught with the 
stolen property inside 
the state. 

3. Anyone who, while 
outside of Idaho, 
helps, advises, or 
encourages someone 
to commit a crime 
inside Idaho, and is 
later found in Idaho. 

Section 18-203 - 
CLASSIFICATION OF 
PARTIES 

The parties to crimes are 
classified as: 

1. Principals; and 
2. Accessories. 

Section 18-204 - PRINCIPALS 
DEFINED 

(Offense Level Depends on 
Underlying Crime) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect was involved 
in the commission of 
the crime (e.g., 
physically committing 
the act, helping 
someone else commit 
it, or planning it ahead 
of time). 

2. Explain if the suspect 
aided or abetted the 
offense (e.g., 
encouraged, helped, 
or facilitated the crime 
in any way). 

3. Detail if the suspect 
was not present but 
advised or encouraged 
someone else to 
commit the crime (e.g., 
gave instructions, 
pressured, or directed 
another person). 

4. Explain if the suspect 
caused another 
person to commit a 
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crime by making them 
intoxicated (e.g., 
provided alcohol or 
drugs with the intent 
to impair their 
judgment and have 
them commit the 
crime). 

5. Describe if the suspect 
used threats, pressure, 
or force to make 
someone else commit 
a crime (e.g., used 
coercion, intimidation, 
or a command that the 
person felt compelled 
to obey). 

Section 18-205 - 
ACCESSORIES DEFINED 

(Offense Level Depends on 
Underlying Crime) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Explain how the 
suspect knew a felony 
had been committed 
(e.g., statements, 
actions, or admissions 
showing they were 
aware of the felony). 

2. Describe how the 
suspect willfully 
withheld or concealed 
information about the 
felony (e.g., failed to 
report, lied to 
authorities, or 
destroyed evidence, 
and who they 
concealed it from—

such as police, judge, 
or jury). 

3. Detail how the 
suspect harbored or 
protected the person 
who committed, was 
charged with, or was 
convicted of the 
felony (e.g., gave them 
a place to hide, 
provided resources to 
avoid arrest, or helped 
them evade law 
enforcement). 

Section 18-206 - 
PUNISHMENT OF 
ACCESSORIES 

Unless another law says 
otherwise, a person who is an 
accessory to a felony can be 
punished by: 

• Imprisonment in state 
prison for up to five (5) 
years, 

• A fine of up to 
$50,000, 

• Or both imprisonment 
and a fine. 
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NATURE AND 
EXTENT OF 

PUNISHMENT 
IN GENERAL 

Section 18-304 - AIDING IN 
MISDEMEANORS 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe the 
underlying act that is 
classified as a 
misdemeanor (e.g., 
what offense was 
committed or 
attempted). 

2. Explain how the 
suspect counseled, 
aided, solicited, or 
incited another person 
to commit the 
misdemeanor (e.g., 
gave advice, 
encouragement, 
physical help, or urged 
them to act). 

3. Document that the 
suspect’s actions 
occurred before or 
during the commission 
of the misdemeanor 
(not after the fact, 
which would fall under 
accessory statutes). 

4. Explain that there is 
no specific 

punishment 
prescribed by law for 
the aiding conduct in 
this particular 
misdemeanor (ensure 
the aiding behavior is 
not otherwise 
separately 
criminalized). 

Section 18-315 - OMISSION 
OF PUBLIC DUTY 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe the suspect’s 
role as a public officer, 
or as a person holding 
public trust or 
employment (e.g., law 
enforcement officer, 
government 
employee, or official 
position held). 

2. Explain the legal duty 
that was required of 
the suspect by law 
(e.g., a statute, 
regulation, or official 
obligation that clearly 
defines the required 
action). 

3. Describe how the 
suspect willfully failed 
to perform that legal 
duty (e.g., intentionally 
ignored, refused, or 
neglected the 
responsibility—not by 
accident or oversight). 
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4. Document that no 
other specific law 
provides a separate 
punishment for this 
failure (confirm that 
this omission is not 
already penalized 
under another 
statute). 

Note: This statute only applies 
when a public official or 
employee knowingly and 
intentionally fails to do 
something the law specifically 
requires—and when no other 
statute punishes that failure 
separately. Make sure to show 
duty, omission, and willfulness. 

Section 18-317 - 
PUNISHMENT OF OFFENSES 
FOR WHICH NO PENALTY IS 
FIXED 

If a law says that an act or 
failure to act is a public 
offense, but no specific penalty 
is given for it in any statute, 
then that offense is punishable 
as a misdemeanor. 

ARRESTS AND 
SEIZURES OF 
PERSONS OR 
PROPERTY — 

SPECIAL 
OFFICERS 

Section 18-701 - REFUSAL OF 
OFFICER TO MAKE ARREST 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe the suspect’s 
position as a peace 
officer (e.g., sheriff, 
coroner, jailer, 
constable, or any 
other law 
enforcement role). 

2. Explain how the 
suspect was presented 
with a person charged 
with a criminal offense 
(e.g., warrant 
presented, probable 
cause stated, or 
suspect delivered for 
booking). 

3. Describe how the 
officer willfully 
refused to receive or 
arrest the person (e.g., 
declined to take 
custody, ignored a 
lawful arrest duty, or 
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failed to act on a 
charge). 

4. Explain that the 
refusal was intentional 
and not due to 
mistake, lack of 
authority, or other 
lawful justification 
(e.g., verify no valid 
exemption or inability 
to act was present). 

Note: This statute applies only to 
peace officers and focuses on 
intentional refusal to arrest or 
receive someone who is charged 
with a criminal offense. Clearly 
document both the duty to act 
and the refusal to fulfill that 
duty. 

Section 18-703 - ILLEGAL 
ARRESTS AND SEIZURES 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Eplain how the 
defendant was acting 
as a public officer or 
pretending to be one 
(e.g., wearing a 
uniform, displaying a 
badge, claiming 
authority). 

2. Describe how the 
defendant used the 
appearance of legal 
authority or process 
(e.g., stated they had a 
warrant, claimed an 
ongoing investigation, 

presented fake or 
expired paperwork). 

3. Detail how the 
defendant arrested, 
detained, seized 
property, or 
dispossessed someone 
of land or buildings 
(include who was 
affected, what was 
taken or done, and 
how it was carried 
out). 

4. Explain that the 
defendant acted 
without lawful 
authority or regular 
legal process (e.g., no 
valid warrant, no legal 
basis for arrest or 
seizure, overstepped 
lawful scope of 
authority). 

Section 18-704 - INHUMAN 
TREATMENT OF PRISONERS 

(Punishable by fine and 
removal from office) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe the suspect’s 
official capacity as an 
officer responsible for 
a prisoner (e.g., 
correctional officer, 
deputy, jailer, or any 
law enforcement 
personnel with 
custody duties). 
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2. Explain how the 
prisoner was under 
the officer’s care or in 
their custody (e.g., 
during transport, 
booking, 
incarceration, or while 
detained). 

3. Detail the actions or 
omissions that showed 
willful inhumanity or 
oppression (e.g., 
physical abuse, denial 
of basic needs, 
humiliation, 
unnecessary use of 
force, or degrading 
treatment). 

4. Explain how the 
behavior was 
intentional and not 
the result of accident, 
mistake, or necessary 
use of lawful authority 
(e.g., pattern of 
behavior, statements 
made, or disregard for 
department policy or 
law). 

Note: This statute targets willful 
mistreatment or abuse of 
prisoners by officers and 
emphasizes intentional 
misconduct by someone in a 
position of authority. Clearly 
document the officer’s role, the 
prisoner’s status, and the 
oppressive or inhumane 
behavior. 

Section 18-705 - RESISTING 
AND OBSTRUCTING 
OFFICERS 

Fine not exceeding $1,000 and 
imprisonment in the county jail 
not exceeding one (1) year 
(when no other punishment is 
prescribed) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
defendant willfully 
resisted, delayed, or 
obstructed a public 
officer (e.g., physically 
resisted arrest, 
interfered with an 
investigation, delayed 
compliance with 
lawful commands). 

2. Explain what duty the 
officer was performing 
or attempting to 
perform at the time 
(e.g., making an arrest, 
conducting a lawful 
search, securing a 
crime scene). 

3. Detail how the 
defendant’s actions 
interfered with the 
officer’s lawful duties 
(e.g., blocked access, 
refused to comply, 
distracted the officer, 
created a safety risk). 

4. If applicable, 
document how the 
defendant knowingly 
gave a false report to a 
peace officer (include 
what was reported, 
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how it was false, and 
how it affected the 
officer’s work). 

5. Explain that no other 
law prescribes a 
separate punishment 
for the specific act of 
resistance or false 
report (ensure the 
action isn’t separately 
criminalized under 
another statute). 

Section 18-706 - 
UNNECESSARY ASSAULTS 
BY OFFICERS 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe the suspect’s 
role as a public officer 
acting under color of 
authority (e.g., acting 
in an official law 
enforcement or 
governmental 
capacity during the 
incident). 

2. Explain how the 
suspect assaulted or 
beat a person (e.g., 
used physical force, 
struck, pushed, or 
otherwise made 
unlawful physical 
contact). 

3. Document that the 
use of force occurred 
without lawful 
necessity (e.g., victim 

was not resisting, 
posed no threat, or the 
level of force was 
excessive for the 
situation). 

4. Explain that the 
suspect's actions were 
taken while appearing 
to act in an official 
capacity (e.g., during 
an arrest, detention, 
or while performing 
duties). 

Note: This statute applies 
specifically when an officer uses 
force without a lawful need while 
acting under the appearance of 
official authority. Focus on 
clearly showing the lack of 
justification and intentional use 
of force. 

Section 18-708 - RECAPTURE 
OF GOODS FROM LEGAL 
CUSTODY 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
defendant willfully 
took, tried to take, or 
helped someone else 
take personal 
property (e.g., 
removed, grabbed, or 
attempted to retrieve 
property). 

2. Explain that the 
property was in the 
legal custody of an 
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officer or another 
person under a lawful 
process (e.g., evidence 
held by law 
enforcement, 
property seized 
through court order, 
items in repossession). 

3. Detail how the 
defendant’s actions 
interfered with that 
legal custody (e.g., 
disrupted official 
handling of the 
property, violated the 
process securing the 
property). 

4. If applicable, explain 
how the defendant 
willfully injured or 
destroyed the 
property while it was 
in legal custody 
(include what was 
done and how it was 
intentional). 

Section 18-709 - 
MALICIOUSLY PROCURING 
WARRANT 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
defendant caused a 
search warrant or 
arrest warrant to be 
issued and executed 
(e.g., filed a complaint, 
provided information 
to a judge or officer 

that led to the 
warrant). 

2. Explain that the 
defendant acted 
maliciously (e.g., 
intended to harass, 
punish, or harm 
someone rather than 
seek justice). 

3. Document that the 
defendant acted 
without probable 
cause (e.g., the 
information provided 
was false, misleading, 
or lacked factual 
basis). 

4. Explain the result of 
the warrant being 
executed (e.g., the 
search or arrest 
actually occurred 
based on the warrant 
the defendant 
procured). 

Section 18-711 - UNLAWFUL 
EXERCISE OF FUNCTIONS 
OF PEACE OFFICERS — 
UNLAWFUL IMPORTATION 
OF POLICE OFFICERS — 
SUPPRESSION OF VIOLENCE 
— EXCEPTIONS 

Felony  

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
defendant unlawfully 
acted as or claimed to 
be a peace officer (e.g., 
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identified themselves 
as a deputy sheriff, 
marshal, constable, or 
similar, or performed 
actions reserved for 
peace officers such as 
making arrests or 
conducting 
investigations). 

2. If applicable, explain 
how the defendant 
brought, caused to be 
brought, or helped 
bring any armed or 
unarmed police force, 
detective agency, or 
group of men into the 
state (describe the 
nature and size of the 
group, how they 
entered Idaho, and the 
defendant’s role in 
facilitating their 
entry). 

3. Document that the 
purpose of the 
imported group was to 
suppress domestic 
violence (explain any 
intent or stated 
reason for the 
presence of the group 
related to controlling 
or managing civil 
unrest or domestic 
conflict). 

4. Confirm that the 
defendant was not 
acting under a lawful 
exception (e.g., verify 
that the defendant 
was not a law 

enforcement officer 
responding to an 
emergency request 
under an interlocal 
cooperation plan, and 
that the action was 
not taken under 
authority granted by 
the legislature or 
executive for 
protection against 
domestic violence or 
invasion). 
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ARSON 

Section 18-801 - ARSON — 
DEFINITIONS 

These terms are used 
throughout Idaho’s arson laws: 

1. "Damage" includes 
burning, charring, 
scorching, breaking, or 
any loss in property 
value due to the act. 

2. "Dwelling" means any 
structure used or 
meant to be used as a 
home for people. 

3. "Structure" is any kind 
of building, whether 
permanent or 
portable. This also 
includes: coliseums, 
bridges, carports, 
tents, vehicles, boats, 
and aircraft. 

4. "Real property" means 
land of any kind, 
including crops 
growing on it. 

5. "Personal property" is 
any physical item 
that’s not land, 
including things 
removed from the 
land. 

6. "Forest land" includes: 
brush areas, cut-over 
land, forests, 
grasslands, prairies, 

wetlands, and wooded 
areas. 

7. "Firefighter" means 
anyone helping to put 
out or control a fire or 
explosion. 

Section 18-802 - ARSON IN 
FIRST DEGREE — BURNING 
OF DWELLING OR OTHER 
STRUCTURES WHERE 
PERSONS ARE NORMALLY 
PRESENT — PENALTIES 

Felony (up to 25 years in 
prison and/or $100,000 fine) 

Articulate the following: 

Dwelling Structures 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged a 
dwelling by fire or 
explosion (e.g., 
intentionally set fire 
to a house or 
apartment). 

2. Explain whether the 
structure was a 
dwelling (a place used 
or intended for human 
habitation), regardless 
of whether it was 
occupied at the time. 

Structures Normally 
Occupied 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged a 
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structure by fire or 
explosion. 

2. Explain how the 
structure is one where 
people are normally 
present (e.g., hospital, 
jail, office building, 
school, church, store, 
or similar place). 

Belief That Structure Was 
Occupied 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged a 
structure by fire or 
explosion. 

2. Explain how the 
suspect had 
reasonable grounds to 
believe that a person 
was inside the 
structure at the time 
(e.g., based on time of 
day, presence of 
vehicles, lights on, 
etc.). 

Fraudulent or Harmful Intent 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged 
real or personal 
property by fire or 
explosion. 

2. Explain how the 
suspect intended to 
deceive or harm an 
insurer, a person with 
a legal or financial 
interest, or to obtain 
financial gain (e.g., 

filing a false insurance 
claim, eliminating debt 
collateral). 

Section 18-803 - ARSON IN 
THE SECOND DEGREE — 
BURNING OF A STRUCTURE 
— PENALTIES 

Felony (up to 15 years in 
prison and/or $75,000 fine) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged a 
structure by fire or 
explosion (e.g., ignited 
an outbuilding, garage, 
storage unit, or 
similar). 

2. Explain how the 
structure was not one 
covered under Section 
18-802 (i.e., not a 
dwelling, not a place 
where people are 
normally present, and 
not believed to be 
occupied). 

3. Document whether 
the property belonged 
to the suspect or 
someone else 
(ownership does not 
exclude criminal 
liability). 

Section 18-804 - ARSON IN 
THE THIRD DEGREE — 
BURNING OF REAL OR 



Ó Blue to Gold Law Enforcement Training, LLC 19 

SIMIPLIFIED STATUTES 
IDAHO LAWS MADE EASY 

PERSONAL PROPERTY OR 
FOREST LAND — PENALTIES 

Felony (up to 10 years in 
prison and/or $50,000 fine) 

Articulate the following: 

Property of Another 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged 
real or personal 
property by fire or 
explosion (e.g., set fire 
to someone else’s car, 
equipment, or land). 

2. Explain how the 
damaged property 
belonged to someone 
other than the 
suspect. 

Forest Land 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully damaged 
forest land by fire or 
explosion (e.g., ignited 
trees, brush, or 
wooded area). 

2. Document that the 
area affected qualifies 
as forest land (natural 
wooded areas, not 
necessarily owned or 
developed). 

Section 18-805 - 
AGGRAVATED ARSON — 
PENALTIES 

Enhanced Penalty (up to an 
additional 10 years on top of 
the underlying arson 
conviction) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
underlying arson 
offense violated 
Section 18-802 (First 
Degree), 18-803 
(Second Degree), or 
18-804 (Third 
Degree). 

2. Document that the 
arson directly or 
indirectly caused: 

o Great bodily 
harm (serious 
physical 
injury), 

o Permanent 
disability 
(lasting 
impairment of 
function), 

o Permanent 
disfigurement 
(lasting visible 
injury), or 

o Death. 

3. Explain who was 
harmed (e.g., 
firefighter, resident, 
bystander), regardless 
of whether the 
suspect intended to 
cause that harm. 
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ASSAULT AND 
BATTERY 

Section 18-901 - ASSAULT 
DEFINED 

(Offense level depends on 
circumstances and 
accompanying charges) 

Articulate the following: 

When the assault involves an 
attempted violent injury: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect unlawfully 
attempted to commit 
a violent injury to 
another person (e.g., 
swung a fist, lunged 
with an object, or 
moved aggressively 
toward the victim). 

2. Explain how the 
suspect had the 
apparent ability to 
carry out the violent 
act at the time (e.g., 
was within striking 
distance, had a 
weapon in hand, or 
was physically capable 
of following through). 

When the assault involves a 
threat of violence causing 
fear: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect made an 
intentional and 
unlawful threat to do 

violence (e.g., made 
threatening 
statements or 
gestures such as “I’m 
going to hurt you” 
while approaching). 

2. Explain how the 
suspect appeared 
capable of carrying 
out the threat at that 
moment (e.g., was 
armed, in close 
proximity, or 
physically imposing). 

3. Detail the act the 
suspect did that 
caused the victim to 
fear immediate 
violence (e.g., raising a 
weapon, advancing 
quickly, or making 
sudden, aggressive 
movements). 

4. Document that the 
victim experienced a 
well-founded fear that 
violence was 
imminent (e.g., victim’s 
statement, body 
language, or need to 
retreat). 

Note: Idaho defines assault to 
include both attempted violence 
and threatened violence with the 
ability and intent to follow 
through. Carefully distinguish 
between the two definitions and 
fully articulate both the suspect's 
actions and the victim’s 
response. 
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Section 18-902 - ASSAULT — 
PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of assault 
may be: 

• Fined up to $1,000, 

• Jailed in the county jail 
for up to 3 months, 

• Or both fined and 
jailed. 

Section 18-903 - BATTERY 
DEFINED 

(Offense level depends on 
circumstances and 
accompanying charges) 

Articulate the following: 

When the battery involves 
use of force or violence: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect willfully and 
unlawfully used force 
or violence on another 
person (e.g., punched, 
shoved, slapped, or 
used an object to 
strike). 

When the battery involves 
unwanted touching or 
striking: 

1. Explain how the 
suspect intentionally 
and unlawfully 
touched or struck 
another person (e.g., 
poked, grabbed, 
pushed, or hit). 

2. Document that the 
contact was against 
the victim’s will (e.g., 
victim expressed 
objection verbally or 
through physical 
reaction). 

When the battery involves 
causing bodily harm: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect unlawfully 
and intentionally 
caused bodily harm 
(e.g., injuries sustained 
such as bruises, cuts, 
or other medical 
effects). 

2. Document that the 
harm was the result of 
deliberate actions by 
the suspect (not 
accidental or 
incidental contact). 

Note: Idaho defines battery 
broadly to include violent 
actions, unwanted physical 
contact, or intentional injury. Be 
clear and specific about which 
type of battery occurred, and 
ensure all intentional and 
unlawful elements are 
established. 

Section 18-904 - BATTERY — 
PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of 
“battery” can be punished by: 

• A fine of up to $1,000, 
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• Jail time in the county 
jail for up to 6 months, 

• Or both the fine and 
jail time. 

However, if the victim is 
pregnant and the offender 
knows this, the punishment 
increases to: 

• A fine of up to $1,000, 

• Jail time in the county 
jail for up to 1 year, 

• Or both the fine and 
jail time. 

Section 18-905 - 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 
DEFINED 

Felony 

Articulate the following: 

When the assault involves a 
deadly weapon: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect used or 
displayed a deadly 
weapon or instrument 
during the assault 
(e.g., pointed a 
firearm, brandished a 
knife, swung a blunt 
object). 

2. Explain that the 
suspect did not intend 
to kill (e.g., threats or 
behavior show intent 
to injure, intimidate, 
or scare—not to kill). 

When the assault involves 
force likely to cause great 
bodily harm: 

1. Describe the means or 
level of force used by 
the suspect (e.g., 
struck with a heavy 
object, choked, 
pushed from a height, 
or drove a vehicle at 
the victim). 

2. Explain how the force 
used was likely to 
cause great bodily 
harm (e.g., medical 
consequences, expert 
statements, or visible 
injuries support this 
likelihood). 

When the assault involves 
corrosive substances: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect used vitriol, 
corrosive acid, or any 
caustic chemical (e.g., 
threw or threatened 
to throw a chemical 
substance). 

2. Explain how the 
substance was used or 
intended to be used to 
cause harm or fear 
(e.g., nature of the 
chemical and where it 
was aimed or applied). 

Definition:  

• “Deadly weapon or 
instrument” includes 
any firearm, whether 
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it is loaded, unloaded, 
or incapable of firing. 

Note: Aggravated assault in 
Idaho involves elevated danger 
due to weapons, significant force, 
or harmful substances. Make 
sure to specify the type of 
assault, the means used, and 
whether there was a real or 
apparent ability to cause serious 
harm. 

Section 18-906 - 
AGGRAVATED ASSAULT — 
PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of 
“aggravated assault” may be 
punished by: 

• Imprisonment in state 
prison for up to 5 
years, 

• A fine of up to $5,000, 

• Or both prison time 
and a fine. 



Ó Blue to Gold Law Enforcement Training, LLC 24 

SIMIPLIFIED STATUTES 
IDAHO LAWS MADE EASY 

Section 18-907 - 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY 
DEFINED 

Felony 

Articulate the following: 

When the battery causes 
serious physical injury: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect caused great 
bodily harm, 
permanent disability, 
or permanent 
disfigurement (e.g., 
broken bones, lasting 
scars, organ damage, 
or loss of function). 

When the battery involves a 
deadly weapon or instrument: 

1. Explain how the 
suspect used a deadly 
weapon or instrument 
during the battery 
(e.g., struck the victim 
with a firearm, knife, 
or blunt object 
capable of causing 
serious injury). 

When the battery involves 
corrosive chemicals: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect used vitriol, 
corrosive acid, or any 
caustic chemical (e.g., 
threw or applied 
chemicals to the 
victim’s skin or body). 

2. Explain the harmful or 
threatening manner in 
which the chemical 

was used (e.g., 
targeted at the face, 
eyes, or exposed skin). 

When the battery involves 
poisons or destructive 
substances: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect used poison or 
another noxious or 
destructive substance 
or liquid (e.g., 
administered or 
exposed the victim to 
a harmful substance). 

2. Document the intent 
and manner in which 
the substance was 
used to cause harm. 

When the battery harms a 
fetus or embryo: 

1. Document that the 
victim was a pregnant 
female. 

2. Describe how the 
battery caused great 
bodily harm, 
permanent disability, 
or permanent 
disfigurement to the 
embryo or fetus (e.g., 
medical findings 
confirming the injury). 

3. Confirm that none of 
the legal exemptions 
apply: 

o The act was 
not related to 
a lawful or 
consensual 
abortion. 
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o The act was 
not part of 
medical 
treatment. 

o The act was 
not 
committed by 
the pregnant 
female 
herself. 

Note: Aggravated battery in 
Idaho is a battery elevated by 
serious injury, dangerous 
methods, or the vulnerability of 
the victim (such as an unborn 
child). Clearly identify the 
aggravating factor, describe the 
battery, and document injury or 
weapon use in detail. 

Section 18-908 - 
AGGRAVATED BATTERY — 
PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of 
aggravated battery may be 
sentenced to imprisonment in 
state prison for up to 15 years. 

Section 18-909 - ASSAULT 
WITH INTENT TO COMMIT A 
SERIOUS FELONY DEFINED 

Felony 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect committed an 
assault on another 
person (e.g., 
attempted to strike, 

threatened violence 
with actions or words, 
and appeared able to 
follow through). 

2. Explain how the 
assault was 
committed with the 
intent to carry out one 
of the following 
serious felonies: 

o Murder (e.g., 
intent to kill, 
statements or 
actions 
showing a 
plan to cause 
death). 

o Rape (e.g., 
attempted 
sexual assault 
with force or 
threat, 
targeting a 
person in a 
sexual 
manner). 

o Mayhem (e.g., 
intent to 
maim or 
permanently 
disable, such 
as aiming to 
cut off or 
destroy a 
body part). 

o Robbery (e.g., 
intent to take 
property by 
force or 
threat, 
combined 
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with assault 
to intimidate 
or overpower 
the victim). 

o Lewd and 
lascivious 
conduct with 
a minor child 
(e.g., 
sexualized 
threats or 
contact aimed 
at a child, 
along with 
evidence of 
intent to 
commit that 
specific 
offense). 

3. Document any words, 
actions, or context 
that show the specific 
intent to commit the 
serious felony (e.g., 
verbal threats, 
possession of tools or 
weapons related to 
the intended offense, 
prior statements, or 
targeting of 
vulnerable victims). 

Section 18-910 - ASSAULT 
WITH THE INTENT TO 
COMMIT A SERIOUS 
FELONY — PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of assault 
with the intent to commit a 
serious felony may be 
sentenced to state prison for 
up to 15 years. 

Section 18-911 - BATTERY 
WITH THE INTENT TO 
COMMIT A SERIOUS 
FELONY DEFINED 

Felony 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect committed a 
battery on another 
person (e.g., struck, 
grabbed, pushed, or 
otherwise made 
unlawful physical 
contact). 

2. Explain how the 
battery was 
committed with the 
intent to carry out one 
of the following 
serious felonies: 

o Murder (e.g., 
battery was 
part of an 
attempt or 
plan to cause 
death). 

o Rape (e.g., 
unwanted 
touching or 
force used to 
initiate sexual 
assault). 

o Mayhem (e.g., 
intent to 
cause 
permanent 
disfigurement 



Ó Blue to Gold Law Enforcement Training, LLC 27 

SIMIPLIFIED STATUTES 
IDAHO LAWS MADE EASY 

or 
disablement). 

o Robbery (e.g., 
physical 
contact used 
to overpower 
or intimidate 
while taking 
property). 

o Lewd and 
lascivious 
conduct with 
a minor child 
(e.g., 
inappropriate 
physical 
contact with 
the intent to 
engage in 
sexual 
conduct with 
a child). 

3. Document specific 
facts showing the 
suspect’s intent to 
commit the serious 
felony (e.g., verbal 
threats, statements, 
circumstances of the 
attack, or conduct 
consistent with one of 
the listed crimes). 

Note: This charge is more serious 
than simple battery because it 
involves intent to commit a 
major felony. Focus on 
articulating both the physical act 
and the underlying felony the 
suspect intended to commit. 
Intent must be supported by 
clear, observable facts. 

Section 18-912 - BATTERY 
WITH THE INTENT TO 
COMMIT A SERIOUS 
FELONY — PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of battery 
with the intent to commit a 
serious felony may be 
sentenced to state prison for 
up to 20 years. 

Section 18-913 - FELONIOUS 
ADMINISTERING OF DRUGS 
DEFINED 

Felony 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect administered, 
helped administer, or 
ordered the 
administration of a 
drug or intoxicating 
substance to another 
person (e.g., gave, 
injected, or caused 
someone else to give 
chloroform, ether, 
narcotics, or another 
intoxicating agent). 

2. Identify the substance 
used and classify it as 
a narcotic, anesthetic, 
or intoxicating agent 
(e.g., alcohol, 
prescription sedatives, 
or chemical agents 
known to impair 
awareness or control). 
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3. Explain how the 
substance affected the 
victim (e.g., impaired 
consciousness, 
reduced physical 
resistance, or caused 
disorientation). 

4. Document that the 
drug was used with 
the intent to assist the 
suspect or someone 
else in committing a 
felony (e.g., used to 
disable a victim before 
theft, assault, or 
sexual offense). 

Section 18-914 - FELONIOUS 
ADMINISTERING OF DRUGS 
— PUNISHMENT 

A person convicted of 
felonious administering of 
drugs may be punished by: 

• Imprisonment in state 
prison for up to 5 
years, 

• A fine of up to $5,000, 

• Or both the prison 
time and the fine. 

Section 18-915 - ASSAULT 
OR BATTERY UPON 
CERTAIN PERSONNEL — 
PUNISHMENT 

Enhanced Penalty (Felony or 
Doubled Misdemeanor 
Penalty, Depending on 
Circumstances) 

Articulate the following: 

General Provision (Applies to 
All Covered Victims) 

1. Describe how the 
suspect committed an 
assault or battery (or 
another crime under 
this chapter) against a 
covered victim (e.g., 
peace officer, EMT, 
correctional staff, 
firefighter, judge, etc.).

2. Document the victim’s 
official position (e.g., 
state the victim was 
on duty as a 
correctional officer or 
was a licensed EMT). 

3. Explain how the 
suspect knew or had 
reason to know the 
victim’s status (e.g., 
uniform, verbal ID, 
marked vehicle, or 
prior encounters). 

4. Specify the type of 
crime committed: 

o If it was 
battery with 
intent to 
commit a 
serious 
felony, note 
that the 
penalty can be 
up to 25 years 
in prison. 

o For any other 
crime in this 
chapter, 
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document 
that the 
punishment is 
doubled 
under this 
statute 
(except where 
subsection (2) 
or (3) applies). 

Against Judges, 
Correctional/Juvenile Staff, 
or Probation Officers 

1. Describe how the 
suspect violated §18-
901 (assault) or §18-
903 (battery) against 
one of the following: 

o A current or 
former judge, 
magistrate, 
jailer, 
correctional 
officer, 
juvenile 
facility staff, 
teacher at a 
detention 
facility, 
misdemeanor 
or juvenile 
probation 
officer, or 
commission of 
pardons and 
parole staff. 

2. Explain either:

o That the 
attack was 
motivated by 
the victim’s 
official status 

(past or 
present), 

o Or that the 
victim was 
engaged in 
official duties, 
and the 
suspect knew 
or should 
have known 
the victim’s 
role. 

3. Document that the 
offense qualifies as a 
felony punishable by 
up to 5 years in prison, 
and note that the 
sentence must be 
served consecutively 
to any other sentence. 

Against Peace Officers 

1. Describe how the 
suspect violated §18-
903 (battery)—
excluding unlawful 
touching under 
subsection (b)—
against a current or 
former: 

o Peace officer, 
sheriff, or 
police officer. 

2. Explain either:

o That the 
suspect acted 
because of 
the officer’s 
current or 
past official 
status, 
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o Or that the 
officer was 
performing 
duties, and 
the suspect 
knew or 
should have 
known the 
victim was a 
peace officer. 

3. Document that the 
offense is a felony 
punishable by up to 5 
years in prison, and 
must be served 
consecutively to any 
existing sentence. 

Section 18-915A - 
REMOVING A FIREARM 
FROM A LAW 
ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

Felony 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect knowingly 
removed or attempted 
to remove a firearm 
from another person 
(e.g., grabbed the 
officer’s holstered 
weapon or physically 
tried to pull it out). 

2. Explain that the victim 
was lawfully 
performing their 
official duties at the 
time (e.g., making an 
arrest, supervising 

inmates, conducting a 
transport). 

3. Document that the 
victim was one of the 
following and acting in 
an official capacity: 

o A law 
enforcement 
officer with 
arrest powers, 

o An employee 
of the Idaho 
Board of 
Correction, 
Department 
of Juvenile 
Corrections, 
any prison, 
jail, detention, 
or booking 
facility, or a 
private 
correctional 
facility in 
Idaho, 

o A member or 
employee of 
the 
Commission 
of Pardons 
and Parole. 

4. Explain how the 
suspect knew or had 
reason to know the 
victim’s official status 
(e.g., based on 
uniform, 
identification, or 
statements made by 
the victim). 
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Section 18-915B - 
PROPELLING BODILY FLUID 
OR WASTE AT CERTAIN 
PERSONS 

Felony (up to 5 years, served 
consecutively) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect knowingly 
propelled bodily fluid 
or waste at the victim 
(e.g., spitting, throwing 
urine or feces, or 
similar acts). 

2. Explain that the 
suspect was housed in 
or being transported 
or supervised by a 
correctional facility or 
officer at the time 
(e.g., inmate in jail, 
detainee during 
transport, resident at 
a work release center). 

3. Document that the 
victim was one of the 
following: 

o Detention or 
correctional 
officer, 

o Staff member, 

o Private 
contractor or 
employee of a 
county or 
state 
correctional 
facility, work 

release 
center, or 
labor camp, 

o Authorized 
visitor to such 
a facility. 

4. If applicable, describe 
how the suspect 
knowingly introduced 
bodily fluid or waste 
into the victim’s food 
or drink (e.g., 
contaminating a 
beverage or meal 
intended for the 
victim). 

Section 18-915C - BATTERY 
AGAINST HEALTH CARE 
WORKERS 

Felony (up to 3 years in state 
prison) 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect committed a 
battery as defined in 
§18-903, Idaho Code 
(e.g., willfully used 
force or violence on 
the victim’s body such 
as hitting, pushing, or 
grabbing). 

2. Document that the 
victim is one of the 
following: 

o A person 
licensed, 
certified, or 
registered by 
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the State of 
Idaho to 
provide 
health care 
(e.g., doctor, 
nurse, EMT, 
therapist), 

o An employee 
of a hospital, 
medical clinic, 
or medical 
practice (e.g., 
receptionist, 
technician, 
aide). 

3. Explain that the 
battery occurred 
either: 

o While the 
victim was 
performing 
their official 
duties, 

o Or because of 
the victim’s 
professional 
or 
employment 
status (e.g., 
targeted 
because they 
work in health 
care, even if 
off duty). 

Section 18-916 - ABUSE OF 
SCHOOL TEACHERS 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect upbraided, 
insulted, or abused a 
public school teacher 
(e.g., yelled at, 
threatened, or 
verbally berated the 
teacher). 

2. Explain that the victim 
is a teacher at a public 
school (include name 
of the school and the 
teacher’s role). 

3. Document that the 
incident occurred in 
the presence and 
hearing of a pupil (e.g., 
student witnesses 
were nearby, in the 
classroom, or within 
earshot). 

Section 18-917 – HAZING 

Misdemeanor 

Articulate the following: 

1. Describe how the 
suspect intentionally 
hazed or conspired to 
haze another person 
(e.g., planned, 
encouraged, or 
directly participated in 
the conduct). 

2. Explain that the 
suspect was a student 
or member of a 
fraternity, sorority, or 
other student group 
or organization 
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