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“It’s been gratifying to see how much the department has grown 

in clinical care, research and education while maintaining a 

collaborative and supportive culture,” Hwang said.

EXPANDING CLINICAL CAPACITY AND SERVICES  

Under Hwang’s leadership, the department doubled its clinical 

volume, expanded dermatologic surgery services and increased 

faculty size, including growth in pediatric dermatology and 

dermatopathology. He also collaborated with faculty to create new 

specialty clinics for conditions such as hidradenitis suppurativa 

and vitiligo, positioning UC Davis at the forefront of subspecialty 

dermatologic care.

“A lot of our faculty have become world-renowned,” Hwang 

said. “Our specialty clinics allow us to be at the leading edge of 

dermatology science while helping faculty grow their expertise 

and research programs.”

At the same time, Hwang worked to address a growing national 

shortage of dermatologists and long wait times for patients. 

Through strategic hiring, expanded use of physician assistants 

and scribes, and streamlined workflows, the department reduced 

appointment wait times from several months to as little as two to 

four weeks for many patients. 
continued on page 2

A decade of innovation, growth and collaboration
SAM T. HWANG 
REFLECTS ON 
HIS TIME AS 
DEPARTMENT 
CHAIR

Over the past decade, 

the UC Davis Department 

of Dermatology has 

transformed into one 

of the nation’s leading 

academic dermatology 

programs — expanding 

patient access, growing 

nationally recognized 

research programs and developing specialty care clinics that 

serve patients across Northern California and beyond. 

At the center of that growth is Sam T. Hwang, M.D., Ph.D., who 

has served as department chair since 2016 and plans to step 

down from the role at the end of the year. As he prepares for the 

transition, he says he looks forward to the fresh perspectives 

a new chair may bring and reflects with gratitude on his time 

leading the department.

Former Hwang Lab fellows and friends reunite in May 2023 at the International 
Societies for Investigative Dermatology (ISID) Meeting in Tokyo, Japan.
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“We’re growing capacity to meet the needs 

of our community. We serve patients from 

across Northern California, Reno and the 

Sierra region, often functioning as the 

closest academic dermatology center for 

complex care.”  – SAM T. HWANG, M.D., Ph.D.

PRIORITIZING TELEHEALTH AND CLINICIAN 
WELLNESS

During the COVID-19 pandemic, Hwang led the department’s rapid 

adoption of telehealth and electronic consultations, strengthening 

access to care during a critical period. Through e-consults, 

primary care physicians submit photos and receive dermatology 

guidance within days, helping triage urgent cases more efficiently 

and reducing unnecessary in-person visits.

“Navigating the pandemic as a department and emerging intact is 

a significant point of pride,” Hwang said. 

He is also proud of his efforts to prioritize clinician well-being. 

Recognizing the growing burden of electronic medical record 

documentation, he introduced medical scribes early on into 

the department, significantly reducing after-hours charting for 

clinicians.

“That gave our faculty more time with their families, more time to 

teach residents and more time for academic research projects,” 

Hwang said. 

ENCOURAGING RESEARCH AND EDUCATION

Research growth is another defining hallmark of Hwang’s tenure 

as chair. Despite limited space and resources, the department 

rose into the top 10-15 dermatology departments nationally for 

National Institutes of Health (NIH) funding among more than 120 

medical schools. During that time, the department also expanded 

its translational research efforts by recruiting physician-scientists 

and strengthening collaborations in areas such as the skin 

microbiome, psoriasis and cancer-related skin complications.

“Our researchers deserve tremendous credit,” Hwang said. “It’s 

an incredibly competitive grant environment, and they continue to 

succeed because of their dedication and collaboration.”

Fostering a collegial and welcoming culture has also strengthened 

the department’s academic training programs, with nearly 500 

medical students applying to its residency program each year. 

Although accreditation limits have kept residency classes capped 

at five residents annually, the department has earned a strong 

reputation under Hwang’s leadership for exceptional clinical 

training and mentorship.

Even as he steps down as chair, Hwang is not slowing down. 

He plans to remain with the department as a faculty member, 

caring for patients in his psoriasis clinic and initiating new 

research on pyoderma gangrenosum – a rare, non-contagious 

autoinflammatory skin condition. He also hopes to mentor 

physician-scientists internationally and support the department’s 

future through philanthropy and faculty recruitment.

“Our faculty are wonderful colleagues who always step up when 

needed,” Hwang said. “I’m grateful to them for making these last 

10 years such a rewarding experience.”

When not working, dermatologist Sam T. Hwang enjoys 
spending time with his wife, two sons and their spouses. 

Sasha Shafikahi advances infection control and wound healing

AT THE INTERSECTION OF 
MICROBIOLOGY, immunology and 
translational medicine, Sasha Shafikhani, 
Ph.D., is reshaping how scientists 
understand the relationship between the 
human body and the microbes it hosts. His 
work addresses key challenges in modern 
health care, including chronic wounds, 
infection control and antibiotic resistance.

As a professor in the UC Davis Department of Dermatology and 
director of Microbiome Research, he studies how the immune system 
and microbiome interact to influence infection and healing, bridging 
disciplines to better connect microbial biology to human disease.

“Bacteria have evolved alongside humans for tens of thousands 
of years, and by studying how they interact with and manipulate 
our cells, we can learn a great deal about our own physiology and 
genetics,” Shafikhani said.

One of his laboratory’s main focuses is improving healing for chronic 

diabetic wounds, which are prone to infection and slow to heal. 

His research has identified problems in the body’s early immune 

response, including immune cells that 

fail to properly reach the wound site 

and inflammation signals that become 

unbalanced, disrupting the healing 

process. By correcting these immune 

defects, his team has demonstrated that 

it is possible to restore antimicrobial 

defenses and significantly improve healing 

in experimental models. 

“These wounds can have devastating 

consequences and once amputation 

occurs, a patient’s five-year survival 

rate drops dramatically,” Shafikhani 

said. “We’re working to shorten the 

time it takes for people living with diabetes to mount an immune 

response and heal their wounds.”

Additionally, his laboratory is exploring how bacteria interact with 

tissues and how the body distinguishes between normal and 

harmful bacteria. 

“Our tissues already have mechanisms to recognize those differences, 
and we want to understand whether we can strengthen or accelerate 
those responses,” Shafikhani said. “By better engaging the immune 

system, we may be able to improve the body’s ability to control 
infection and even explore new approaches for treating cancer.”

Beyond chronic wounds, Shafikhani’s laboratory is also tackling the 
global health threat of antibiotic resistance. While antibiotics have 
long been a cornerstone of infection control, their widespread use 
has contributed to the rise of antibiotic-resistant bacteria. 

In response, Shafikhani is developing innovative, antibiotic-free 
therapies that enhance the body’s natural defenses. In preclinical 
studies, these therapies have proven to be as effective, and in 
some cases more effective, than traditional antibiotics in combating 
dangerous pathogens such as Pseudomonas aeruginosa and 
Methicillin-Resistant Staphylococcus aureus (MRSA).

“The immune system plays a major role in making bacteria 
vulnerable to antibiotics. We’ve learned that antibiotics can 
activate the immune system and together they help fight 
infection,” Shafikhani said. “That is why immunocompromised 
patients often have a much harder time controlling infections.”

His laboratory has received several grants to study 
immunomodulators, medications that alter the body’s immune 

response, to determine whether they can 
help train the immune system to better 
fight infection. Shafikhani said these 
therapies could one day help prepare 
patients for procedures such as knee 
replacement surgery, where infection 
remains the leading complication.

“We’re halfway through a grant project 
studying these medications. We’re 
almost pre-clinical as the data looks 
good in animal models and the next step 
is studying them in human subjects,” 
Shafikhani said. 

Ultimately, the goal of Shafikhani’s work 
is not only to understand the fundamental biology of host-microbe 
interactions but also to translate those insights into real-world 
treatments.

“We’re at the frontier of conducting new experiments that no one 
else has done, and that is a big reason we have been successful 
in securing grants,” Shafikhani said. “It is an incredible feeling to 
know that our work has a translational impact and could ultimately 
lead to new therapies that benefit the public and improve the lives 
of people who are suffering.”

Members of the Shafikhani Lab join UC Davis 
Health faculty and Shafikhani at the 2025 Wound 
Healing Society Annual Meeting in Texas.

RESEARCHSPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT

Sam T. Hwang, M.D., Ph.D., catches up with April Armstrong, M.D., 
M.P.H., former UC Davis Health faculty member and current chief 
of dermatology at UCLA Health, at the 2022 Annual Meeting of 
the Group for Research and Assessment of Psoriasis and Psoriatic 
Arthritis (GRAPPA).
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her condition – ironically worsening her symptoms rather than 
improving them.

Based on the patch test results, Wu reviewed 
Mentzer’s personal care products and 
developed a personalized plan to help her 
avoid her specific allergens. The plan included 
guidance on safe products and resources 
such as an online database to help her 
navigate ingredient lists.

While making such lifestyle changes required 
effort and adjustment, the results spoke 
for themselves. Within a couple of months, 
Mentzer’s skin began to clear significantly. 

“Dr. Wu changed my life and I will always be 
grateful to her,” Mentzer said. “I hope that 
more eczema sufferers will be able to find out 
about her and be helped.”

Helping patients regain control of their skin 
health is one of the most rewarding aspects of 
Wu’s work. Seeing the impact that a diagnosis 

and personalized treatment plan can have on a patient’s quality of 
life motivates her every day.

“The patients are the best part. Seeing people over time and 
seeing their skin improve is so rewarding,” Wu said. 
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHTSPOTLIGHT
Peggy A. Wu, M.D., M.P.H.

Uncovering the causes  
of contact dermatitis

Frances Mentzer, Patient

An example of the patch testing process, from initial application through the 48-hour and 96-hour readings. At Mentzer’s first appointment, she had a rash on her scalp, arms, legs and back.  Mentzer’s skin cleared after patch testing identified the 
ingredients she needed to avoid.

PATCH TESTING HELPS PATIENTS AVOID 
SKIN ALLERGENS
Having navigated the challenges of eczema herself, Peggy Wu 
understands firsthand the physical discomfort and emotional 
toll that skin conditions can take. Her experience motivated her 
to pursue a career in dermatology, joining UC Davis Health in 
2018 to help patients find answers, effective treatments and 
relief from complex skin diseases.

As a professor of clinical dermatology and executive vice chair 
of the Department of Dermatology at UC Davis Health, Wu 
enjoys combining visual assessment with diagnostic testing to 
identify the underlying causes of skin problems. 

“There’s a great deal of detective work involved in 
understanding why a rash develops, why it appears in certain 
areas of the body and why it occurs when it does,” Wu said. 

Wu created a special clinic focused on allergic contact 
dermatitis, a delayed hypersensitivity reaction that can be 

difficult to diagnose without specialized testing. Patients are 
typically referred to the clinic after struggling with persistent or 
unexplained rashes. 

Through a structured process, Wu conducts comprehensive 
patch testing by applying panels of common and customized 
allergens to a patient’s back over several days. By monitoring 
reactions over time, she can identify which substances are 
triggering inflammation. 

“When someone has a positive reaction, we then look at all the 

ingredients in the personal care products they use, or other 
sources of potential contactants,” Wu said. “This gives people 
more context and control by having an understanding of the 
sources of their triggers.”

Such knowledge has been transformative 
for Wu’s patient Frances Mentzer, who 
underwent patch testing after years of 
struggling with inflamed, itchy skin on her 
arms and legs.   

“I had other allergy tests, saw several 
different dermatologists and tried various 
steroids, but my skin just kept getting 
worse,” Mentzer said. “It wasn’t until after Dr. 
Wu did the patch test and found my contact 
allergens, which I then was able to avoid, 
that my eczema began to improve.” 

Mentzer’s patch test revealed multiple 
allergies, including a strong reaction to 
a preservative commonly found in soap, 
lotion and detergents. Even more striking, 
Mentzer discovered she was allergic to a 
topical steroid that other dermatologists had prescribed to treat 

BEFORE

BEFORE

AFTER

AFTER
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Faranak 
Kamangar, M.D.

Using artificial intelligence (AI) and  
social media to advance dermatology

DRIVEN BY A PASSION FOR PATIENT CARE AND 
INNOVATION, FARANAK KAMANGAR, M.D., is 

a leading voice in dermatology, advancing treatments for 

complex skin diseases while pioneering the use of artificial 

intelligence and social media to shape a more efficient and 

patient-centered future.

A natural problem-solver with a talent for building systems, 

she nearly pursued a different path. As both a biotechnology 

engineering student and medical student at UC Davis, she 

initially set her sights on a career in otolaryngology. However, a 

pivotal fourth-year dermatology rotation reshaped her trajectory.

“I fell in love with the people,” Kamangar said. “We had 

incredible professors who were deeply inspiring, and the 

program itself was exceptionally comprehensive.” 

Her interest deepened as she discovered dermatology’s unique 

blend of patient connection, procedural skill and intellectual 

challenge. She completed her dermatology residency at UC 

Davis in 2016, followed by a fellowship in complex inflammatory 

skin disease at UCSF. She has since risen to become chair of 

dermatology at Palo Alto Medical Foundation and president of 

the San Francisco Dermatological Society. She plans to launch 

her own private practice, Kamangar Dermatology, in August. 

These days, Kamangar focuses on treating inflammatory skin 

diseases such as psoriasis and eczema, with particular expertise 

in biologic immunotherapies and laser treatments. She is deeply 

committed to advancing these therapies and helping patients 

navigate the systemic barriers that often limit access to care, such 

as administrative hurdles and insurance challenges.

“The field comes with many practice management challenges, 

and I enjoy solving the problems that can prevent physicians 

from delivering care. I’m passionate about finding ways to make 

patient care work within an insurance-driven system where a 

10-minute visit can generate hours of follow-up administrative 

work,” Kamangar said.

Her engineering background and desire to improve systems 

have positioned her as a leader in integrating artificial 

intelligence into dermatology. She co-developed DermGPT, 

launched in 2023, as a tool to help streamline clinical workflows 

and support dermatologists with time-consuming administrative 

and non-patient-facing tasks.

“We now have about 5,000 dermatologists using the system, 

and that growth has been entirely organic without any 

marketing or sales efforts,” Kamangar said. “We also launched a 

newsletter focused on AI literacy and education that has grown 

to more than 23,000 subscribers. It’s allowed me to connect 

with physicians across the country, learn about their workflows 

and collaborate with institutions interested in improving how 

dermatology care is delivered.”

Committed to education and outreach, Kamangar also hosts 

The Future of Dermatology podcast, which now spans 

more than 130 episodes. It has become one of the leading 

dermatology-focused podcasts, reaching both clinicians and 

the broader public. 

In addition, she serves as co-chair of the UC Davis Department 

of Dermatology Alumni Society, where she helps strengthen 

alumni connections, foster mentorship opportunities and 

support residents as they train to deliver leading-edge 

dermatologic care.

Looking ahead, Kamangar sees a period of major 

transformation on the horizon for dermatologists. She believes 

the field will increasingly embrace technology-driven care 

models and more efficient, fully integrated clinical workflows 

that improve both patient care and the physician experience.

“Like in any field, the people who invest the time to learn 

and use these tools are going to be far ahead of the curve,” 

Kamangar said. “I’m excited to open my own practice where I 

can pursue innovation and move more quickly, because I truly 

believe the way we practice dermatology will look very different 

over the next five to 10 years.”

On her podcast, The Future of Dermatology, Kamangar 
interviews experts and thought leaders about the future of 
dermatologic care and research.

ALUMNI
CORNER

“By the end of my residency at UC 

Davis, I felt completely prepared 

across every area of the field, from 

cosmetics to complex medical 

dermatology. We were exposed to 

incredibly unique cases, advanced 

procedures and hands-on experiences 

that set the program apart.  

It truly is the perfect place to train.” 

Kamangar presents at the American 
Academy of Dermatology’s Annual Meeting. 
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as administrative hurdles and insurance challenges.

“The field comes with many practice management challenges, 

and I enjoy solving the problems that can prevent physicians 

from delivering care. I’m passionate about finding ways to make 

patient care work within an insurance-driven system where a 

10-minute visit can generate hours of follow-up administrative 

work,” Kamangar said.

Her engineering background and desire to improve systems 

have positioned her as a leader in integrating artificial 

intelligence into dermatology. She co-developed DermGPT, 

launched in 2023, as a tool to help streamline clinical workflows 

and support dermatologists with time-consuming administrative 

and non-patient-facing tasks.

“We now have about 5,000 dermatologists using the system, 

and that growth has been entirely organic without any 

marketing or sales efforts,” Kamangar said. “We also launched a 

newsletter focused on AI literacy and education that has grown 

to more than 23,000 subscribers. It’s allowed me to connect 

with physicians across the country, learn about their workflows 

and collaborate with institutions interested in improving how 

dermatology care is delivered.”

Committed to education and outreach, Kamangar also hosts 

The Future of Dermatology podcast, which now spans 

more than 130 episodes. It has become one of the leading 

dermatology-focused podcasts, reaching both clinicians and 

the broader public. 

In addition, she serves as co-chair of the UC Davis Department 

of Dermatology Alumni Society, where she helps strengthen 

alumni connections, foster mentorship opportunities and 

support residents as they train to deliver leading-edge 

dermatologic care.

Looking ahead, Kamangar sees a period of major 

transformation on the horizon for dermatologists. She believes 

the field will increasingly embrace technology-driven care 

models and more efficient, fully integrated clinical workflows 

that improve both patient care and the physician experience.

“Like in any field, the people who invest the time to learn 

and use these tools are going to be far ahead of the curve,” 

Kamangar said. “I’m excited to open my own practice where I 

can pursue innovation and move more quickly, because I truly 

believe the way we practice dermatology will look very different 

over the next five to 10 years.”

On her podcast, The Future of Dermatology, Kamangar 
interviews experts and thought leaders about the future of 
dermatologic care and research.

ALUMNI
CORNER

“By the end of my residency at UC 

Davis, I felt completely prepared 

across every area of the field, from 

cosmetics to complex medical 

dermatology. We were exposed to 

incredibly unique cases, advanced 

procedures and hands-on experiences 

that set the program apart.  

It truly is the perfect place to train.” 

Kamangar presents at the American 
Academy of Dermatology’s Annual Meeting. 
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2026 Residency Graduation 
and Staff Awards

Faculty, staff, residents and research scholars gathered at Vizcaya 
Sacramento on June 6 for the department’s annual celebration honoring 

graduating residents and recognizing the staff whose dedication helps keep 
the Department of Dermatology running smoothly.
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RESIDENCY GRADUATES:

MICROGRAPHIC SURGERY AND 	 FACULTY OF THE YEAR AWARD:
DERMATOLOGIC ONCOLOGY 		   • Volunteer Clinical Faculty: Susan Boone, M.D. 
FELLOWSHIP GRADUATE: 			   • Clinical Faculty: Peggy Wu, M.D., M.P.H.

STAFF EXCELLENCE AWARDS:
• Dermatopathology Service: Roberta Tippett and Julie Her

• Clinic: Petya Monova and Scottie Victorian

• Research: Salsala Nasim 

Samantha Mesko, 
M.D., M.B.A.

Josephine Hai, M.D. Alexander Hou, M.D. Tracy Ngo, M.D. Jeffrey Rajikumar, M.D.

Cameron Zachary, M.D. Susan Boone, M.D. Peggy Wu, M.D., M.P.H.
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Your Support
Makes

Progress
Possible

With federal funding becoming 

increasingly uncertain, private 

support is more critical than ever 

to sustain our work  

and accelerate progress.  

Your gift today can make 

an immediate difference in 

advancing our mission  

and supporting those who 

depend on us.  

To learn more or discuss giving 

opportunities, please contact  

Reese Scherber at  

916-291-5775 or  

tmscherber@health.ucdavis.edu. 
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American Academy of Dermatology  
ANNUAL MEETING

Members of the UC Davis Health Department of Dermatology attended the American 
Academy of Dermatology Annual Meeting from March 27-31 in Denver, Colorado.  

The annual conference draws dermatology experts, researchers and industry partners  
from across the nation to exchange knowledge, showcase innovations and  

discuss emerging advances in skin health.
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Meet our 1st Year Residents 
as of July 1, 2026
Claire Abbott, M.D.
Undergraduate: San Diego State University, San Diego, CA (B.S.)

Medical School: University of Oklahoma College of Medicine (M.D.) 

Transitional Year: Northwest Healthcare 

Kristiana Jordan, M.D.
Undergraduate: University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, CA (B.A.)

Medical School: University of California, Davis, School of Medicine (M.D.) 

Transitional Year: Kaiser Permanente Oakland Medical Center 

Rachel Lin, M.D.
Undergraduate: University of California, Berkeley, Berkeley, CA (B.A.) 

Medical School: University of Miami Leonard M. Miller School of Medicine (M.D.)  

Transitional Year: Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center  

Rebecca Yamamoto, M.D.
Undergraduate: University of California, San Diego, San Diego, CA (B.S.)

Medical School: Georgetown University School of Medicine (M.D.)  

Transitional Year: University of Hawaii Preliminary Medicine   

Micrographic Surgery and Dermatologic Oncology Fellow as of August 1, 2026  
Briana Halle Brady, M.D. 
Undergraduate: Claremont McKenna College, Science and Management (B.A.) 
Medical School: Vanderbilt University School of Medicine 
Internship: Scripps Mercy Hospital 
Residency: University of California, Irvine, Department of Dermatology

Austin Hwang, M.D.
Undergraduate: Rice University, Houston, TX (B.S.)

Medical School: Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine (M.D.) 

Transitional Year: Kaiser Permanente Oakland Medical Center 
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Inagaki T, Espera JM, Wang KH, Komaki S, Nair S, Davis RR, Kumar 
A, Nakajima KI, Izumiya Y. Design, development, and evaluation of 
gene therapeutics specific to KSHV-associated diseases. Mol Ther 
Oncol. 2025 Sep 5;33(4):201050. doi: 10.1016/j.omton.2025.201050. 
PMID: 41035779; PMCID: PMC12481920.

Tvedten E, Jennings T, Alam M, Carr D, Carucci J, Council L, 
Eisen D, Lawrence N. Dermatologic Oncology: The Past 50 
Years. Dermatol Surg. 2025 Oct 1;51(10):919-929. doi: 10.1097/
DSS.0000000000004871. Epub 2025 Sep 11. PMID: 40932133.

Zlobina K, Yang HY, Kesapragada M, Lu F, Gallegos A, Villa-Martinez 
G, Alhamo MA, Zhu K, Recendez C, Collins C, Rolandi M, Soulika 
A, Aslankoohi E, Zhao M, Gomez M, Isseroff RR. A high-resolution 
temporal transcriptomic and imaging dataset of porcine wound 
healing. Sci Data. 2025 Oct 10;12(1):1635. doi: 10.1038/s41597-025-
05921-w. PMID: 41073450; PMCID: PMC12514037.

Takada YK, Wu CY, Takada Y. PF4 Autoantibody Complexes Cause 
Activation of Integrins αIIbβ3 and αvβ3 and Possible Subsequent 
Thrombosis and Autoimmune Diseases. Int J Mol Sci. 2025 Oct 
22;26(21):10260. doi: 10.3390/ijms262110260. PMID: 41226302; 
PMCID: PMC12610465.v

Baniya P, Tebyani M, Hee WS, Li H, Asefifeyzabadi N, Schorger K, 
Yang HY, Gallegos A, Zhu K, Lu F, Keller G, Franco C, Devarajan 
K, Barbee A, Hernandez C, Nguyen T, Recendez C, Aslankoohi 
E, Isseroff RR, Zhao M, Gomez M, Rolandi M, Teodorescu M. 
Development of a wireless bioelectronic actuator for wound healing 
in a porcine model. Sci Rep. 2025 Nov 7;15(1):39106. doi: 10.1038/
s41598-025-26161-3. PMID: 41203833; PMCID: PMC12594822.

Murphy WJ, Collins CP, Kohler H. The past, present, and future of 
anti-idiotype antibodies. Front Immunol. 2025 Nov 17;16:1686107. 
doi: 10.3389/fimmu.2025.1686107. PMID: 41333455; PMCID: 
PMC12665528.

Shafikhani S. Closing Editorial: Immunopathogenesis of Bacterial 
Infection. Cells. 2025 Nov 28;14(23):1894. doi: 10.3390/cells14231894. 
PMID: 41369382; PMCID: PMC12691213.

Duponselle J, Jukema MR, Wolkerstorfer A, Ezzedine K, Hamzavi 
I, Seneschal J, Eleftheriadou V, Pandya AG, Garg A, Ganesan A, 
Goh BK, Parsad D, Ghia D, Rosmarin D, Leone G, Lim HW, Ju HJ, 
Bae JM, Ferguson J, Benzekri L, Abdallah M, Böhm M, Picardo M, 
Rashighi M, Ramam M, Rodrigues M, Raboobee N, Spuls P, Esmat 
S, Thng STG, Passeron T, Huang V, Speeckaert R, van Geel N. 
Assessment of vitiligo in clinical practice: a cross-sectional survey 
among experts. J Dermatolog Treat. 2025 Dec;36(1):2555984. 
doi: 10.1080/09546634.2025.2555984. Epub 2025 Oct 10. PMID: 
41070632.

Matsushima Y, Hwang ST, Simon SI. Mechanobiology of neutrophil 
inflammasome signaling in psoriasis. Curr Opin Immunol. 2025 
Dec;97:102680. doi: 10.1016/j.coi.2025.102680. Epub 2025 Oct 17. 
PMID: 41108802.

Inagaki T, Kumar A, Wang KH, Komaki S, Espera JM, Bautista CSA, 
Nakajima KI, Izumiya C, Izumiya Y. KSHV TR deletion episomes 

uncover enhancer-promoter dynamics in gene regulation. PLoS 
Pathog. 2025 Dec 4;21(12):e1013061. doi: 10.1371/journal.ppat.1013061. 
PMID: 41343566; PMCID: PMC12700447.

Austin E, Koo E, Kabakova M, Cohen M, Kurtti A, Mamalis A, Maverakis 
E, Isseroff RR, Jagdeo J. Light-emitting diode red light attenuates 
epidermal thickening and keratinocyte proliferation in psoriasis 
models. Sci Rep. 2025 Dec 5;15(1):43317. doi: 10.1038/s41598-025-
27186-4. PMID: 41350313; PMCID: PMC12686473.

Sanchez-Anguiano ME, Zarate Jarquin JC, Ledesma Y, Maverakis 
E, Ashbaugh Ortega A. From knowledge gaps to confidence: 
a pilot study evaluating a multilingual skin cancer educational 
intervention in underserved Spanish- and Punjabi-speaking 
communities. Int J Womens Dermatol. 2025 Dec 11;11(4):e239. doi: 
10.1097/JW9.0000000000000239. PMID: 41395207; PMCID: 
PMC12700754.

Drouillard D, Poimenidou M, Davies M, McAllister D, Clarke WR, 
Hwang ST, Peterson FC, Volkman BF, Dwinell MB. Biosafety 
assessment of engineered CCL20 locked dimers in vivo. Cell Biol 
Toxicol. 2025 Dec 19;42(1):14. doi: 10.1007/s10565-025-10131-6. PMID: 
41419693; PMCID: PMC12799736.

Garg A, Strunk A, Midgette B, Frasier K, Cohn E, Aarts P, Alavi A, 
Alhusayen R, Bechara BFG, Bettoli V, Brassard A, Brown DP, Chandran 
NS, Choon SE, Cohen SR, Daveluy S, Del Marmol V, Dellavalle RP, 
Emtestam L, Farida B, Fernandez-Penas P, Flowers RH, Frew JW, 
Gebauer KA, Giamarellos-Bourboulis EJ, Goldfarb N, Horváth B, Hsiao 
JL, Jemec G, Lowes MA, Marzano AV, Matusiak L, Micheletti RG, Oon 
HH, Orenstein LAV, Ortega-Loayza AG, Paek SY, Pascual JC, Piguet 
V, Resnik BI, Rosmarin D, Roth GM, Sayed CJ, Silva DLF, Thorlacius L, 
Tzellos T, van der Zee H, van Straalen K, Ingram JR. Standardization 
of Lesion Classification and Assessment by Investigators in Clinical 
Trials for Hidradenitis Suppurativa: A Consensus Exercise Using a 
Modified Delphi Approach. JAMA Dermatol. 2026 Jan 1;162(1):72-79. 
doi: 10.1001/jamadermatol.2025.4652. PMID: 41296358.

Le NT, Wu PA. Benzyl Alcohol: Allergen of the Year 2026. Dermatitis. 
2026 Jan;37(1):4-12. doi: 10.1177/17103568251386038. Epub 2025 
Nov 4. PMID: 41649135.

Padmakumari RG, Roy R, Mahmud F, Dehari D, Tesfaw G, Thomas C, 
Soulika AM, Isseroff RR, Shafikhani SH. Synergy between immune 
system and antibiotics drives infection control in mice. Front 
Immunol. 2026 Jan 21;16:1719808. doi: 10.3389/fimmu.2025.1719808. 
PMID: 41646972; PMCID: PMC12868242.

Shet PA, Sompayrac A, Patel JD, Dahle SE, Isseroff RR. Painful 
fissured plaques on the palms and soles in a patient with chronic 
myeloid leukemia. JAAD Case Rep. 2026 Jan 27;70:66-68. doi: 
10.1016/j.jdcr.2026.01.020. PMID: 41798159; PMCID: PMC12966876.

Dehari D, Padmakumari R, Tesfaw G, Fierro FA, Ameer GA, Shafikhani 
SH. Topical CCL3 Is Well-Tolerated and Improves Liver Function in 
Diabetic Mice: Evidence from a 14-Day Toxicity Study. Cells. 2026 
Jan 9;15(2):120. doi: 10.3390/cells15020120. PMID: 41597195; PMCID: 
PMC12839926.

Uchida H, Wu X, Zhou Y, Zheng J, Wulff H, Hwang ST. Role of ion 
channels in immune regulation of psoriasis. Curr Opin Immunol. 
2026 Feb;98:102688. doi: 10.1016/j.coi.2025.102688. Epub 2025 
Nov 5. PMID: 41197593.
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UC Davis Dermatology  
Physicians Named 2026  

“TOP DOCTORS”
Congratulations to the following  

UC Davis Health Department of Dermatology 
physicians for being voted among  

Sactown Magazine’s 2026 Top Doctors:

This recognition reflects their exceptional patient care, clinical 
expertise and unwavering commitment to excellence in dermatology.  

Honorees are selected through a peer-to-peer survey of local 
physicians, making the distinction especially meaningful because it is 
based on the respect and confidence of fellow medical professionals. 

	★ Oma Agbai

	★ Smita Awasthi

	★ Alain Brassar

	★ Daniel Eisen

	★ Victor Huang

	★ Samuel Hwang

	★ Jayne Joo

	★ Maija Kiuru

	★ Caitlin Peterman

	★ Marc Silverstein

	★ Danielle Tartar 

	★ Peggy Wu
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UC Davis Dermatology  
Physicians Named 2026  

“TOP DOCTORS”
Congratulations to the following  

UC Davis Health Department of Dermatology 
physicians for being voted among  

Sactown Magazine’s 2026 Top Doctors:

This recognition reflects their exceptional patient care, clinical 
expertise and unwavering commitment to excellence in dermatology.  

Honorees are selected through a peer-to-peer survey of local 
physicians, making the distinction especially meaningful because it is 
based on the respect and confidence of fellow medical professionals. 

	★ Oma Agbai

	★ Smita Awasthi

	★ Alain Brassar

	★ Daniel Eisen

	★ Victor Huang

	★ Samuel Hwang

	★ Jayne Joo

	★ Maija Kiuru

	★ Caitlin Peterman

	★ Marc Silverstein

	★ Danielle Tartar 

	★ Peggy Wu
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