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Welcome
On behalf of The Freedom Groups, we extend our deepest gratitude 
to everyone who made the 2025 Juneteenth Experience a 
tremendous success. Over the course of four unforgettable days, our 
community showed up in strength and spirit — from River Park, to 
Vision View, to the Fresno Convention Center, and �nally to Fresno 
City College. Together, we ampli�ed freedom and celebrated culture, 
unity, and progress.

We are proud to share that our attendance exceeded expectations, 
with more than 15,000 people joining us to honor Juneteenth. Each 
day was �lled with joy, empowerment, and togetherness, reminding 
us why this celebration is so vital for our city and future generations.

This success would not have been possible without the incredible 
support of our sponsors, vendors, and community leaders. Your 
commitment and contributions not only made this event possible but 
ensured it was impactful, memorable, and inspiring.

We give a special thanks to the City of Fresno and to Mayor Jerry 
Dyer for their continued partnership and leadership. Your support 
helped us create an experience that truly uplifted the entire 
community.

As we close this year’s Juneteenth Experience, we look forward to 
building on this foundation, strengthening our partnerships, and 
continuing the work of amplifying freedom. Thank you for walking 
with us, investing in us, and believing in the vision.

With gratitude and pride,

Landon Green
President & CEO
The Freedom Groups





History of Juneteen
On “Freedom’s Eve,” or the eve of January 1, 1863, the �rst Watch 
Night services took place. On that night, enslaved and free African 
Americans gathered in churches and private homes all across the 
country awaiting news that the Emancipation Proclamation had taken 
effect. At the stroke of midnight, prayers were answered as all 
enslaved people in Confederate States were declared legally free. 
Union soldiers, many of whom were black, marched onto plantations 
and across cities in the south reading small copies of the 
Emancipation Proclamation spreading the news of freedom in 
Confederate States. Only through the Thirteenth Amendment did 
emancipation end slavery throughout the United States.

But not everyone in Confederate territory would immediately be free. 
Even though the Emancipation Proclamation was made effective in 
1863, i t  could not be 
implemented in places still 
under Confederate control. 
A s  a  r e s u l t ,  i n  t h e 
westernmost Confederate 
state of Texas, enslaved 
people would not be free 
until much later. Freedom 
�nally came on June 19, 
1865, when some 2,000 
Union troops arrived in 
Galveston Bay, Texas. The 
army announced that the 
m o r e  t h a n  2 5 0 , 0 0 0 
enslaved black people in the 
state, were free by executive 
decree. This day came to be 
known as "Juneteenth," by 
the newly freed people in 
Texas. 
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