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THINK TANK: 

MASTERCLASS: 

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

THINK TANK: 

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

BALLROOM A&B

BALLROOM A&B

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

THINK TANK: 

A Digital View of a City in a Pandemic: 

Tea/Coffee

BALLROOM A&B

Speed Networking

KEYNOTE: 

Tea/Coffee

THINK TANK: 

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

BALLROOM A&B

SAIS2021 OPENING 

THINK TANK: 

Tea/Coffee

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: 

BALLROOM C

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

BALLROOM C

MASTERCLASS: 

SETTING THE SCENE FOR CORPORATES TO MEET START-UPS IN AFRICA

KEYNOTE: 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: 

PLANET ROOM

MASTERCLASS: 

Fem-In-Tech Demo Day: 

PLANET ROOM

Fem-In-Tech Demo Day Opening

Natalie Miller: Co-Founder, XRGlobal
Bryan Crosswhite: Co-Founder & CEO, XRGlobal

Ian Calvert: Founder, FURTHER

Calie Pistorius: 
Extraordinary Professor, Stellenbosch University

Moderator: Grant Rock – Partner, HAVAIC

Seline Van Der Wat: COO, HearX Group

Warren Myers: Co-Founder & CEO, AURA
Ralph van Niekerk: Patent Attorney & Partner, Von Seidels

Greg Chen: Co-Founder & CEO, Mobiz

Moderator: Llew Claasen – Managing Partner, Newtown Partners 

Cobus Rossouw: Executive Vice President – Digital & IT, 
Imperial Logistics Limited

Fabian Whate: Head, Naspers Foundry
Mmathebe Zvobwo: Executive, Telkom FutureMakers

Keynote: Patrick Krappie: Interim CEO, Technology Innovation Agency 

Moderator: Ilari Lindy – Lead Expert, SAIS 2 Programme 

Buntu Majaja: Director – Entrepreneurship Ecosystems, 
SA Innovation Summit

Sebulon David: CEO, Glowdom Edupreneurs

Anneline Morgan: Senior Technical Advisor – 
Science, Technology & Innovation, SADC Secretariat

Closing Keynote: Amba ssador Anne Lammila – 
Ambassador of Finland to South Africa.

Mats Kuuskemaa: Head of Business Strategy – Government of Estonia’s 
e-Residency Programme

Annika Järs: Startup Visa and Foreign Relations Lead, Startup Estonia

Werner Opperman: Investment Professional

Moderator: Tine Fisker Henriksen: Chair – Advisory Committee, 
Green Outcomes Fund

Rethabile Melamu: General Manager – Green Economy, 
The Innovation Hub
Matthew Bray: Co-Founder & CEO, Brayfoil Technologies

Chad Robertson: Co-Founder & CEO, Regenize

Ariane Labat: Counsellor – Climate Action, Environment and Agriculture, 
EU Delegation to South Africa

Moderator: Bridgette Morris –Manager Innovation and Operational 
Effectiveness, CoCT

Omeshnee Naidoo: Director – Information Systems and Technology, CoCT

Zukiswa Mandlana: Director – Organisational Effectiveness and Innovation, 
CoCT

Lance Greyling: Director – Enterprise and Investment, CoCT

Moderator: Kuziva Huni – Executive, RIIS

Mmathebe Zvobwo: Executive, Telkom FutureMakers
João Barreto: Head of Innovation & PMO, Nestlé

Stefan Smit: Founder & CEO, Convergenc3

Alderman JP Smith: City of Cape Town

Cathy Smith: Managing Director, SAP Africa

Rethabile Melamu: General Manager – 
Green Economy, The Innovation Hub

Christin e Strutt: 
Intellectual Property Attorney, Von Seidels

Moderator: Tamuka Mpofu – CFO, Finclusion Group 

Chris Ball: Co-Founder, Finch Technologies

Hilda Moraa: Founder & CEO, Pezesha

Sandy Rheeder: CIO, Mukuru Africa

Tatenda Furusa: Co-Founder & CEO, ImaliPay

Moderator: Ashraf Garda

Matsi Modise: Founder, Furaha Africa Holdings

Stephan Lamprecht: Founder, VS Nova

Michael Ehst: Senior Private Sector Specialist: World Bank

Pieter Holl: CEO, The Innovation Hub

Moderator: Amy Benn – Incubation Co-Lab Lead, Innovate Durban 

Scott Gibson: Chief Comm ercial Officer, Contactable
Trod Lehong: Director: Afriqinnov8

Pieter de Villiers: Co-Founder & CEO, Clickatell

Moderator: Andrew Herweg: Managing Partner, Stepchange Africa 

Vivian Nwakah: Founder & CEO, Medsaf

Tim Nuy: Founder & CEO, Finclusion Group

Henri Zeitsman: 
Start-up Business Development Manager, AWS Start-up Programs

Moderator: Clare Kanja – MasterCard Foundation Scholar, African 
Leadership University

 
Liebe Jeannot: Managin g Partner, Akazi Capital

Julian Kanjere: Founder, FoodPrint

Anzill Adams: CEO, Data Ledger

Eman Herawy: Founder, Arabs in Blockchain

Colin Leshou: Acting Executive Manager – 
SEDA Technology Programme, Small Enterprise 

Development Agency

Motlhabane Koloi: Greenfield Portfolio Manager – 
Technology, Wesgro

Cindy Dibete: Founder & Lead Governance Specialist, 
CoSec8

Hanno van der Merwe: Digital Marketing & UX Design 
Strategy & Development Specialist, {type}DEV

Yi-Yu (Bruce) Liu: Senior Digital Strategist, {type}DEV

Corporate Venture Capital

Catalysing the Green Economy

Set-up Your Venture to Scale

KEYNOTE: Advantage Disruptors: 
How to Gain a Competitive Technological Edge

Innovation and the World of Work: 
A City’s Perspective

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: Estonia’s E-Residency Programme: 
How a Digital Nation Can Help South African Start-ups Expand 

to Europe

Re-Imagining Training Through Virtual Reality

Lunch (Speed Networking: 14:00 – 14:20)

Expanding Entrepreneurial Ecosystems in the 
SADC Region
Hosted by the SAIS 2 Programme

From the Outside In: Corporate Venturing

The Path to Inclusive Economic Recovery in Africa

Scaling to 100 Million – 
The Do’s & Don’ts

Mastering the Metaverse

Financial Inclusivity for Africa

Welcome to Day One

The Start-Up Act – Why a Country 
Should Adopt One

Augmenting Strategies for Business, 
Technology and Industrialisation Post Covid-19: 
Networks, Platforms and Business Models

Transforming Africa Through Blockchain 
Technology

Innovation to Propel/Anchor the AU Agenda 
2063: The Africa We Want

Legendary Puno Poem - How to integrate Innovation through working with Start-ups in Cities on the African Continent

Conscious Exit 
Strategies

Map the Digital Journey of 
Your Business

From Cape Town to Africa to the 
World

The Female Founder Takeover

The stage has been set as thirty inspiring 
female entrepreneurs will pitch their product 
and businesses as they are set to take over the 

entrepreneurial space.

16:15 – 17:15

11:20 – 11:35

11:35 – 12:35

10:20 – 11:20

12:35 – 13:35

16:00 – 16:15

10:45 – 11:45

15:30 – 16:00

13:00 – 15:00

14:00 – 15:30

16:45 – 17:05

10:00 – 10:30

09:45 – 10:15

10:30 – 10:45

09:15 – 09:45

09:00 – 10:00

Registration Commences at 7:30am

Registration Commences at 7:30am 

14:30 – 15:30 

COVID FRIENDLY: Please avoid last minute queues 

21 SEPTEMBER 2021 DAY 1

22 SEPTEMBER 2021 DAY 2

 | 
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Gugulethu Xaba: Founder & Chairman, 
Amandla Omnotho Economic Movement 

Diane Boorman: Founder, Brand Analytics1 

Nanko Madu: Director of Programmes: Afrilabs

Ankit Ratan: Co-Founder & CEO, Signzy
Mabel Chacko: Co-Founder & COO, Open

Ramgopal Subramani: Co-Founder & COO, Perfios 
Krithika R: Senior Vice President & Head, Kaleidofin

Aditya Bhagat: Co-Founder & CEO, BankBuddy

Moderator: Stefan Van Der Venter – Corporate Finance Analyst, AYO 
Technology Solutions Limited 

Orion Herman: Founder & CEO, LiquidGold Africa

Thulile Mthetwa: Founder & CEO, Memeza Shout

Luvuyo Ndiki: Founder & CEO, Red Cup Village

Kabelo Mahlobogwane: Co-Founder & Managing Director, 
The Marking App

Francisco Martins: Founder & CEO, Dove Air

Jeni Kostova: Group Executive – Marketing, AYO Technology Solutions
Limited

Marko Saarinen: Counsellor – Development Cooperation, 
Embassy of Finland

Ilari Lindy: Lead Expert, Southern Africa Innovation Support Programme

Patrick Krappie: Interim CEO, Technology Innovation Agency

Tendai Mazhude: Chief Operations Officer, mLab

Moderator and Introduction: Dylan Stewart – Marketing Manager, 
Italcham

Welcome Remarks: Andrew Adams – Consul Political, South African 
Consulate-General in Milan

Creating a Conducive Ecosystem: Ilse Karg – Department of Trade, 
Industry (the dti)

Conversation Between Companies in the Innovation and 
Tech Start-Up Space:

Mamello Selamolela – Managing Executive: Group Strategy & Innovation, 
Vodacom

Mike Smits: Co-Founder & CFO, Ukeshe Technologies

Roberto Montandon – Angel Investor & Advisor, Italian Angels for Growth

Luca Ferrara: Start-up Analyst, StartUp Geeks

Giulio Finzi – Senior Partner, NETCOMM, The Italian e-Commerce 
Association

Ajay Ramasubramaniam: Founder & CEO, Startup Réseau

Navin Surya: Chairman Emeritus, Payments Council of India & Co-Founder 
and CEO, So Hum

Drone Publication Insights: Tamiko Sher – Co-Founder, African Institute for 
Entrepreneurship

Moderator: Jabulile Msimango-Galawe – Co-Founder, 
African Institute for Entrepreneurship

Refilwe Ledwaba: Managing Director, Girls Fly Africa Program

Sam Twala: Founder & Managing Director, Ntsu Aviation Solutions

Clive Mathe: Founder & CEO, KURAI®

Jim Beddows: CEO, The Decision Platform

Kayode Babarinde: Executive Director, 
African Blockchain Institute

David Adepoju: Head of Research, 
African Blockchain Institute

Bryan Hattingh: CEO, Cycan

Zi Hattingh: Master Coach & Entrepreneur

Ben Fourie: Executive Coach, Cycan

Moderator: Davis Cook – CEO, RIIS

Rania Toukebri: Space Engineer
Ruvimbo Samanga: Space Engineer

Allan Okoth: Founder, Steam 2030
Janusha Singh: GISc Professional Practitioner

David Du Toit: Brand Advisor, Dragonfly Aerospace

 
KK Diaz: Chief Strategist, A-Game Business Consulting

Mike Hancock: Founder & Chairman, Circle of Excellence

Innocent Mallya: General Manager, Seedstars Tanzania

Stephen Fox: Senior Scientist, 
VTT Technical Research Centre of Finland
Lerato Mduli: Partner Projects Lead & Executive Director, 
Catalyst for Growth

Emma McKenna: Knowledge Transfer Manager – Emerging 
Technologies, KTN Global Alliance Africa

Fredell Jacobs: Country Lead, KTN Global Alliance Africa

Moderator: Alexandra Fraser – Business Director, Viridian

Kikolo Mwakasungula: Project Manager, African Forestry
Askwar Hilonga: Professor, Nelson Mandela Africa Institute of Science 

& Technology

Moderator: Budzanani Tacheba – Director of Innovation & Technology, 
Botswana Innovation Hub

Shayan Sanyal: Head – Game Tech Business Development, Amazon Web Services, EMEA

Deputy Minister Fikile Majola: 
Department of Trade & Industry

Ayman Mechlawi: CEO, 
Creativity Development Centre

Rebecca Johnson: Investment & Advisory Manager, 
Chrysalis Capital

Demos:

Innovation, Manufacturing & Industrialisation

Fostering Breakthrough Innovation

India FinTech - Building for a Billion, and Beyond

Fireside Chat: 

Drones. A Billion Dollar Industry – 
Is South Africa Missing Out?

Enabling the African Start-up Ecosystem

Step Up: The Bigger the Step, 
the Bigger the Growth

South Africa and Italy: Expanding 
Horizons in the Tech Start-Up Space

How We Think About Innovation at Amazon 

Labia Theatre

Lunch (Speed Networking: 13:00 – 13:20)

The Series A Founder DiscussionTRICKS OF THE TRADE:

8-Steps to Digital Marketing Success

Blockchain for Enterprises

The African Space Ecosystem

Discover The Secrets that Make an 
Entrepreneur Successful

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: Conscious Sales - For People 
Who Want to Sell More Without Feeling Awkward

Driving Place-based Innovation in Gauteng

Steps to Take Before Entering the Market

Hosted by the SAIS 2 Programme

Support Instruments for Expanding into 
New Markets

Hosted by the SAIS 2 Programme

Investor Opportunities Coming Through the Global Pipeline of Innovation

Opening

MASTERCLASS: The SAFE Note – 
A Good Deal for Founders & Investors

Ten innovators from across South Africa will 
showcase their creative talent with their 

inventions.

The Grande Finale of #SAIS2021. Ten 
innovative start-ups will battle it out to take 

the Africa Cup.

The Grande Finale of #SAIS2021. Ten 
innovative start-ups will battle it out to take 

the Africa Cup.

23 SEPTEMBER 2021 DAY 3 (ONLINE)
KEYNOTE: 

KEYNOTE: 

THINK TANK: 

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: 

MASTERCLASS: 

TRICKS OF THE TRADE: 

BLACK INDUSTRIALISTS’ MASTERCLASS

WORKSHOP: 

Launching the Southern Africa Innovation Collective

Tea/Coffee

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

FIRESIDE CHAT: 

MASTERCLASS: 

THINK TANK: 

MASTERCLASS: 

AWARDS CEREMONY 

Speed Networking

Speed Networking

WORKSHOP: 

Speed Networking

AFRICA CUP

AFRICA CUP

AFRICA CUP

INVENTORS GARAGE OPENING

INVENTORS GARAGE DEMO DAY

11:30 – 11:50

11:35 – 12:35

10:30 – 11:30

12:35 – 13:35

13:35 – 13:55

11:45 – 12:45

15:05 – 15:20

15:20 – 15:40

16:30 – 16:50 

16:45 – 17:45

10:00 – 10:20

15:40 – 16:40

12:00 – 14:00

14:45 – 15:05

13:45 – 14:45

10:40 – 11:20

10:00 – 10:40

13:15 – 15:30

13:00 – 13:15

13:45 – 14:15

17:00 – 18:00
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