Characterizing Canadian journals of the social sciences,
arts and humanities and their role in the dissemination
of Canadian research

Simon van Bellen':2

Vincent Lariviére.2:3:4
1Erudit, Canada
2 Ecole de Bibliothéconomie et des Sciences de Uinformation, Université de Montréal, Canada

3 UNESCO Chair on Open Science, Université de Montréal, Canada

4Observatoire des Sciences et des Technologies, Centre interuniversitaire de recherche sur la science
et la technologie, Université du Québec a Montréal, Montréal, QC, Canada

OMOom

[———
—
| e |
=
=
=

J o Chaire de recherche du Québec . . rH_‘
e r u I t Découvrabilité des contenus Université
scientifiques en frangais

de Montréal




More than 900 scholarly journals in Canada




Small-scale, managed within universities and
societies
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Only 5% of Canadian

Independent publisher - 89 journals pUbliShed by
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Government | 20 commercial publishers
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Characterizing Canadian journals

* 70% of Canadian journals are in Social Sciences, Humanities and
Arts (SSHA)

e Around 50% of the articles have at least one author with a
Canadian affiliation’

* Around a third of published articles are in French

* More than half of the journals are open access, with diamond
open access most prevalent

* Federal and provincial (Quebec) programs for financial and
Infrastructural support
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Platforms and publishers

Consortium Erudit I 31

University of Toronto Press [N 15 , o .
Taylor & Francis [ 6 Erudit disseminates

Wiley [l 5 the vast majority of
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Johns Hopkins University Press [l 4 scholarly articles in
Cambridge University Press [l 4 Canada
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Springer Nature [ 2
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Domestic journals face multiple challenges
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* Declining support from
hosting organizations
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Documenting papers published domestic journals:
Indexing iIssues

* 5% of Canadian journals are indexed by Web of Science
* 85% of Canadian journals are indexed by OpenAlex

yet many articles are absent

for those that are indexed, many lack standardized author
affiliations, abstracts, funding information, etc.



Comparing three groups of SSHA

journals: | Sample and
e analyses

* Foreign commercial (‘Big five’)
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Bibliometrics performed on the
articles published by Canadian
researchers (2015-2021)
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For each article:
e Scope of the topic: national or international
* Author affiliation and ‘working language’



Canadian journals publish local and national-oriented
topics

When Canadian T s
researchers publish in Arts & Humanities 19

domestic journals, their B

scope is two to three

times more nationally T e
oriented compared to Social sciences
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Domestic journals
predominantly present
research on nationally
or regionally relevant
topics, such as

human geography,
sociology, law and
education

linguistic, cultural and political minorities (36)
immigration and demography (51)

narratives in arts and humanities (85)
diversity and integrity in higher education (91)
migration and refugees (59)

justice and court decisions (80)

unions and labour conditions (36)
indigenous peoples (140)

mental health (79)

pedagogy and engagement (79)

sexual and gender-based violence (88)
access to healthcare (76)

gender equity (116)

linguistic duality and practice (51)

covid19, public health (65)

applied environmental sciences (58)
philosophy of personal development (56)
applied ethics (58)

covid19, social impact, distancing and mobility (51)
Al and robotics (44)

impact of climate change (89)
entrepreneurship and innovation (105)
management and leadership (96)

energy and environmental policy (65)
marketing and consumer behaviour (105)
traffic safety (108)

business economics (87)
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Frequency of open access
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National or local topics: societal impact

« Articles on Erudit having a national or local scope are particularly
downloaded from within Canada

* Total number of consultations per article is similar to articles with an
international scope and/or authorship

Scope Author affiliation Proportion of consultations from  Consultations per article,
within Canada, median (%) median (n)
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National /local Canada
National /local  foreign-based

General Canada I 20 N s
General foreign-based [N 13

Sources: Erudit, Counter R5; articles disseminated 2015-2019, consultations of 2021



Conclusions

e Canadian scholarly journals in SSHA:
* are essential for the publication of new knowledge on particular national or local topics
* provide the opportunity to publish in both national languages
* generally allow a compliant way to publish in open access according to Canadian national and provincial

mandates
* make new knowledge accessible to the society in general

* Current policies and funding opportunities to stimulate international collaboration may
contribute to the shiftin research scope from national to international which would, as a
corollary, negatively affect the use of domestic journals in SSHA, and of French in
publishing

* Areform of research evaluation should consider valuing research on national themes,
which would promote the use of these journals and enhance bibliodiversity



	Slide 1: Characterizing Canadian journals of the social sciences, arts and humanities and their role in the dissemination of Canadian research
	Slide 2: More than 900 scholarly journals in Canada
	Slide 3: Small-scale, managed within universities and societies
	Slide 4: Characterizing Canadian journals
	Slide 5: Platforms and publishers
	Slide 6: Domestic journals face multiple challenges
	Slide 7: Documenting papers published domestic journals: indexing issues
	Slide 8: Sample and  analyses
	Slide 9: Canadian journals publish local and national-oriented topics
	Slide 10
	Slide 11: Frequency of open access
	Slide 12: National or local topics: societal impact
	Slide 13: Conclusions

