


A  L E T T E R  T O  Y O U

Dear friends,

As we celebrate this Jubilee Year of St. Thomas Aquinas, I am proud 
to share with you the impact of the Pontifical University of St. Thomas 
Aquinas (Angelicum) throughout the world. Although we are a Domin-
ican institution, our student body reflects the diversity of the universal 
Church. We educate Dominican friars and sisters along with diocesan 
seminarians and priests, members of other religious orders, religious 
sisters, and lay men and women from every continent. In this issue, we 
highlight some of our esteemed students and professors, our affiliated 
institutions across the globe, and the international character that marks 
our community.

While Dominicans make up just a tenth of our student population 
in Rome, the Angelicum has profoundly shaped Dominican life and 
mission. We showcase here Dominican friars and sisters who exemplify 
the scholarship, service and sanctity that has marked eight centuries of 
Dominican life.

While deeply rooted in Rome, the Angelicum also reaches out through our 
affiliated institutions across six continents. These educational institutions 
partner with us upon the approval of the Holy See to grant Angelicum 
pontifical degrees. In this issue, we spotlight our network of Dominican 
Centers of Study, Institutes, and Universities from Asia, Europe and the 
Americas. Together we are educating students, fostering research and 
serving local communities in the Thomistic systematic academic tradi-
tion.

As we embark on this Jubilee celebration, may the Angelicum continue 
to advance the mission of the Church for the next hundred years to come. 
Let us give thanks for the diversity of cultures and vocations that make 
the Angelicum a light to the world. 

In Christ and St. Thomas Aquinas, 
Fr. Thomas Joseph White, O.P. 

Rector Magnificus

From the Rector
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A N G E L I C U M  W O R L D W I D E

Degrees through
International Institutions
T he Angelicum is educating over 

1,100 students this year. However, 
the academic footprint of the 

university reaches far beyond the walls of 
this former Dominican convent, or even the 
walls of the city of Rome. The university 
also has a direct impact on students around 
the world who are studying at one of the 
schools affiliated with the Angelicum.  From 
the United States and Dominican Republic 
to Ireland and India, 14 schools have a 
connection with the Angelicum that gives 
them the ability to grant pontifical degrees 
in the name of the university. Last year, the 
Holy See elevated the Angelicum's former 
Affiliate - the Dominican Institute at the 
Dominican University in Ibadan, Nigeria - 
to a fully independent Faculty of Theology, 
marking a milestone in the development 
of theological education in Africa.  These 
schools and their programs are evaluated 
by the faculty of the Angelicum, and 2 
more schools are currently in the process 
of application. This enables students to 
easily pass from Bachelors studies at a 
school near them, to license and doctoral 
studies at the Angelicum in Rome or other 

Pontifical institutions.  It also means that the 
Angelicum faculty is directly overseeing 
the courses which are accredited by the 
Angelicum, bringing the gift of the strong 
academic formation from the Dominican 
tradition to even more students and scholars. 

Affiliated Institutions for the Faculty of 
Theology (Bachelor's Degree): 

•	 Blackfriars’ Studium, Oxford (UK)
•	 Centro de Teologia Santo Domingo 

de Guzman, Santo Domingo 
(Dominican Republic) 

•	 Collegio Alberoni, Piacenza (Italy) 
•	 Irish Dominican Studium, Dublin 

(Ireland) 
•	 Pontifical College Josephinum, 

Columbus (USA)
•	 Sacred Heart Institute, Victoria, 

Gozo (Malta) 
•	 St. Charles’ Seminary, Nagpur 

(India) 
•	 St. John’s Seminary, Boston (USA) 
•	 St. John Vianney Theological 

Seminary, Denver (USA) 
•	 St. Joseph’s Seminary, Dunwoodie, 

New York (USA) 
•	 Studium, Frères de Saint-Jean, 

Rimont (France)

Affiliated Institutions for the Faculty of 
Philosophy (Bachelor's Degree): 

•	 St. John Vianney Theological 
Seminary, Denver (USA)

•	 Studio Filosofico Domenicano, 
Bologna (Italy)

Aggregate Institutions for the Faculty of 
Theology and Philosophy (Bacelor's and 
License Degree): 

•	 Sacred Heart Major Seminary, 
Detroit (USA)

Sponsored Higher Institute of Religious 
Sciences of the Faculty of Theology: 

•	 St. Thomas Aquinas Higher 
Institute of Religious Sciences 
(Kyiv, Ukraine)
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A L U M N U S  S P O T L I G H T

I grew up in Trinidad and Tobago in a practicing Catholic family. 
However, I lapsed from the faith for about seven years. Not 
long after my graduation from York University with a degree 

in Global Economics and Organizational Analysis, I experienced a 
reversion to the faith. I thought to myself, 'If the Lord Jesus is real, 
then what else can I do but serve the Lord and preach His Gospel?' 
This led me to the Dominicans, where I saw a life that was con-
ducive to intimacy with the Lord in study 
and prayer, a radical life that I could share 
with brothers, all in view of preaching for 
the salvation of souls. I entered the Irish 
Province of the Dominicans in 2012 and 
was ordained August 17, 2019.  I studied at 
the Dominican Studium in Dublin, Ireland, 
an affiliate of the Angelicum. There was 
a sense of being connected to the Order’s 
great intellectual tradition by having con-
tact with the Angelicum. It was there that 
I received a solid foundation, being intro-
duced to the great truths of our faith as 
understood by Aquinas.  

This winter, I completed a license in Dogmatic and Funda-
mental Theology. My thesis focused on the way our Eucharistic 
Lord enlightens the mind and heart with his divine wisdom, which 
in turn perfects our love for him. For me, being at the Angelicum 
has been a ‘feast of light’. I consider it one of the great graces of 
my life to have been led by theological masters in thinking out the 
Word of God in the great stream of the Church’s tradition, with 

Aquinas as its bulwark. I am also greatly indebted to the extraor-
dinary community of students who helped stimulate my own 
thoughts through numerous discussions and debates. Many have 
become dear friends. One of the many fruits of my studies at the 
Angelicum has been a greater desire to see God and preach the 
mystery of Christ. Theology ought to lead us to prayerful contact 
with the living God which in turn ought to drive us to bring others 

to this contact. I encountered professors at 
the Angelicum who did just this; they do 
theology on their knees. 

Now I have returned to my country 
and will most likely begin a mission for 
the Archdiocese in promoting Eucharistic 
Adoration and prayer, and also faith for-
mation. My Dominican formation in my 
province and at the Angelicum has helped 
me grasp the big picture of our faith - the 
great network of truths revealed by Christ. 
People need to be taught this coherence of 
faith because many live with a very atom-
ised and fragmented understanding of the 

faith. The strength of the Angelicum is the sapiential approach to 
theology, which is the contemplation of the connection between all 
the truths of the faith and the way they mutually illuminate each 
other. In a nutshell, the Angelicum has trained me to bring divine 
wisdom to God’s people, to preach and teach Jesus Christ.

For me, being at 
the Angelicum 

has been a
'feast of light'.

Fr. Jesse
Maingot, O.P., '24
Dominican Province of Ireland
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Academic and Ecclesiastical Honors:
•	 On March 7, during the jubilee celebration of St. 

Thomas Aquinas, the Angelicum's patron, the Uni-
versity conferred two Honorary Doctorates. Fr. Gilles 
Emery, O.P., a renowned theologian and Thomistic pro-
fessor of the University of Fribourg, received an Hon-
orary Doctorate in Theology. Prof. Pasquale Porro, a 
medieval philosophy specialist and member of the Pon-
tifical Academy of St. Thomas Aquinas, was awarded 
an Honorary Doctorate in Philosophy. Fr. Emery also 
delivered a presentation during the event.

•	 On February 1, Sr. Helen Alford, O.P., dean of the Fac-
ulty of Social Sciences, received an honorary doctorate 
from the Universidade Católica Portuguesa for her con-
tributions to philosophy and social sciences.

Faculty Milestones: 
•	 On March 9, the Angelicum celebrated Irish Domini-

can Fr. Paul Murray, O.P. as he concludes over 30 years 
of service at the university. We had a special Mass of 
Thanksgiving, presided by Bishop Robert Barron and a 
presentation honoring the popular professor

•	 In January, Fr. Riccardo Lufrani, O.P., a Roman Prov-
ince member and Angelicum professor, was appointed 
by the Italian Bishops' Conference (CEI) as the 
National Ecclesiastical Consultant for the Catholic 
Union of Italian Artists.

University Events:
•	 In January, the Angelicum's Institute for Ecumenical 

Studies commemorated the 20th anniversary of the 
Theological Dialogue between the Catholic Church 
and the Oriental Orthodox Churches through a "Public 
Academic Act," reflecting on progress made and envi-
sioning continued ecumenical efforts.

•	 The Angelicum organized a 1/2 day retreat on Febru-
ary 24th, for all Dominican friars studying in Rome to 
gather, share experiences, and strengthen their voca-
tions of study for the salvation of souls. About 65 friars, 
both priests and those in formation, participated, with 
a talk by Fr. Serge-Thomas Bonino, O.P. entitled, "Can 
you become a Saint by doing Theology?" The Master 
of the Order, his Socius, the Angelicum's Rector, 
Vice-Rector, and Dean of Theology were among the 
Order's leadership who attended.

•	 On March 7, the "St. Thomas Aquinas, 750 Years 
Later" conference, commemorating the "Dies Natalis" 
of St. Thomas Aquinas, also took place at the Library of 

the Italian Chamber of Deputies. Hosted and promoted 
by President Lorenzo Fontana and co-organized by the 
Angelicum, the event featured an introduction by Pres-
ident Fontana, remarks by Fr. Thomas Joseph White, 
talks by Prof. Pasquale Porro and Fr. Serge-Thomas 
Bonino, a discussion moderated by Prof. Giovanni 
Cogliandro, and concluding remarks by the Minister 
of Culture, Gennaro Sangiuliano. The conference was 
broadcast live on YouTube. President Fontana is cur-
rently a student in the Faculty of Philosophy.

•	 On March 19, the Musei di San Salvatore in Lauro in 
Rome unveiled 20 contemporary Annunciation paint-
ings commissioned for the "Let's Paint Catholicism 
Again" project by the Angelicum's St. John Paul II 
Institute of Culture and the Saint Nicholas Foundation.

•	 Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P. recently led a joint preach-
ing team comprising diocesan and Dominican alumni, 
professors, and students from various countries such 
as Italy, Ireland, France, Singapore, Spain, Poland, 
Canada, Scotland, England, and the USA. Together, 
they led "The Presence of God" parish missions 
across several US states including New York, Iowa, 
Texas, Colorado, Louisiana, Florida, New Jersey, and 
Georgia. The evangelization effort sought to present 
the fruits of a solid Angelicum education to the faith-
ful, spreading the Gospel, strengthening the Church, 
and guiding families to encounter God deeply. Nota-
ble highlights included a closing night in the Atlanta 
Cathedral that drew over 900 people. The series of mis-
sions concludes with the same mission in our university 
church of Sts. Dominic & Sixtus from May 13-15 for 
local Romans in Italian. 

•	 The annual Eucharistic procession, celebrating 23 
years of student-led Adoration, will be held on May 
9, with Bishop Daniele Salera, Auxiliary Bishop of 
Rome, presiding.

•	 The Mass closing the academic year on May 23 will be 
presided by His Eminence Claudio Cardinal Gugerotti 
of the Dicastery for the Oriental Churches.

•	 Students and young adults across Europe will partici-
pate in the Angelicum Thomistic Institute's 2024 Stu-
dent Summer Seminar on St. Thomas Aquinas. Taking 
place on July 1-4, the seminar offers an introductory 
track on Thomistic philosophy and theology for begin-
ners, alongside an advanced track featuring talks on 
the theme 'Natural and Supernatural.' Speakers for the 
days include Fr. Simon Francis Gaine O.P., Fr. Thomas 
Joseph White O.P., Fr. Mariusz Tabaczek O.P., Fr. 
Thomas Davenport O.P., Fr. Philip-Neri Reese O.P., 
and Fr. Peter Gautsch O.P.

UNIVERSITY
ANNOUNCEMENTS
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Planned Giving and Legacy Gifts
Donors can support the Angelicum in a number of ways, and receive valuable 
benefits in the process.  The Angelicum is aware that many people generously 
wish to make their larger gifts in support of nonprofits and charities such as the 
Angelicum via the International Dominican Foundation.  This allows a donor 
to provide for their charitable giving apart from their regular incomes.  Some 
people use estate and tax planning techniques to provide for a charity and their 
heirs in ways that maximize the gift and/or minimizes its impact on the donor’s 
estate.  
For more information on Planned Giving, please contact Fr. Benedict Croell, 
O.P. directly:  +1.202.642.3597 || development@pust.it

Charitable Funds
Some of our benefactors would like to establish a fund for the ongoing goals of 
their choice, such as an endowed fund for student scholarships, for scholarly 
research, or the ongoing practical support of our university.  In partnership with 
the International Dominican Foundation, the Angelicum has several such funds 
and they have been our most consistent way of meeting our needs.  If you would 
like more information please write us at:
International Dominican Foundation (ANGELICUM), 1 Galleria Blvd., Suite 
710-B, Metairie, LA 70001, USA.  Or contact Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P. directly.

Stocks
In addition to making a donation by credit card or check, you can also make a 
stock transfer or mutual fund transfer.  Please contact us in advance of making 
a transfer to ensure proper acknowledgement and allocation of these types of 
funds. 

HOW TO SUPPORT 
THE ANGELICUM
TO DONATE OR MAKE A WIRE TRANSFER ONLINE, VISIT:

ANGELICUM.IT/GIVE

Donations made by US citizens via the Angelicum’s 
501 (c)3 charitable arm are tax deductible:

“International Dominican Foundation”
1 Galleria Blvd., Suite 710-B

Metairie, Louisiana 70001 USA
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DIRECTOR OF ADMINISTRATION

Sr. Maria Silva, O.P.   amministrazione@pust.it 
SECRETARY GENERAL

Fr. Mirek Sander, O.P.   segretariogenerale@pust.it 

RECTOR MAGNIFICUS
Fr. Thomas Joseph White, O.P.   rettore@pust.it

DIRECTOR OF MISSION ADVANCEMENT, PUBLIC RELATIONS, CHAPLAIN
Fr. Benedict Croell, O.P.    development@pust.it
 +1.202.642.3597 | WhatsApp & Signal

DEAN OF CANON LAW AND VICE-RECTOR
Fr. Loïc-Marie Le Bot, O.P.   decdir@pust.it

DEAN OF PHILOSOPHY

Fr. Dominic Holtz, O.P.  decanus.philosophiae@pust.it

CHIEF ADVANCEMENT OFFICER
Eduardo Andino   advancement@pust.it

DEAN OF THEOLOGY
Fr. Dominik Jurczak, O.P.   decteol@pust.it TO SUPPORT THE PONTIFICAL UNIVERSITY OF 

ST. THOMAS AQUINAS YOU MAY SEND YOUR 
(U.S.) TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION TO:

The  International Dominican Foundation
1 Galleria Blvd., Suite 710-B

Metairie, LA 70001

Please make checks payable to
"The  International Dominican Foundation"

OR YOU CAN MAKE A SECURE DONATION AT 
ANGELICUM.IT/GIVE

DEAN OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
Sr. Helen Alford, O.P.  decfass@pust.it

DIRECTOR OF THE HIGHER INSTITUTE OF RELIGIOUS SCIENCES - MATER ECCLESIAE
Fr. Marcelo Solórzano, O.P.  preside@pust.it

CONTACTS FOR THE ANGELICUM
LARGO ANGELICUM 1 | ROME, ITALY 00184 | TEL. (+39) 06.67.021 | ANGELICUM.IT
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“For just as it is better to enlighten than merely to 
shine, so is it better to give to others the fruits of 
one’s contemplation than merely to contemplate.” 

-St. Thomas Aquinas, Summa theologiae II-II 188.6

CONNECT WITH US:


