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G.B. REMOVALS
House, Office & Flat moves etc.
Local Non Local
Part Load to Single item, pianos
Prompt Reliable Service
Large Van with Tail Lift
Contact: Gary — Sonning Common

r: 0118 w0799.070 7125
HOUSE RANCES

(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER)

WATER SOFTENERS

M.P. SOFTENERS

Enjoy the benefits of soft water.
Top quality softeners supplied and
professionally installed.
Sales, Service, Block %alt delivered

TEL: 0118 941 0869
07967 009838 or
0118 972 3773

13 years experience

¥
UT £10 C/B DRY £15

ices@hotmail.co.uk

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
, 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

Y

0118 972 3157

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk &

SONNING COMMON
PRE-SCHOOL ﬂ_@ )
GROVE ROAD L 5 ®

SONNING COMMON S S
0118 972 4760 @ s y ﬁé

We are a happy friendly pre-school 0

welcoming children from 2 years Q
6 months, to come and learn through h

play. We have a purpose built building ‘

& extensive play garden. =

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm "
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm f
After School Club sessions are 3.00pm - 6.00pm

Adém’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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From
fhe editor

The summer holidays are here and lots of people will be
dispersing but if you're sticking around there’s plenty going
on locally.

One of our readers has contributed a lovely feature about Greys Court - a jewel in our
midst - and if you haven't been to see the house yet, it's worth a visit (see page 24).

Planning issues continue to dominate the village's agenda with the parish council
having recommended refusal of the proposed Kennylands Road development and
a planning application for Lea Meadow having been resubmitted (page 3).

It's good news that the library will stay open but bad news that the county council
expects this community to largely run it ourselves. If you believe this is the wrong
solution for the library you have until 30 Septemiber, when the public consultation
closes, to make your views known.

As ever, we are indebted to all of our advertisers who pay to have this magazine
designed and printfed. Many people tell me they keep the magazine as a record
of all the trades and services locally. May | ask that if you respond to one of our
advertisements, you say you saw it in Sonning Common Magazine?

Have a great summer - wherever you may be!

Pl

ROS VARNES Editor
Email me at:
sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com

Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road
for £1.50 a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact

Geoffrey Adams. Email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com
Phone: 0118 972 2134

Magazine contributions may be posted to: 1 Woodlands Road,
Sonning Common RG4 9TD.

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS
MAGAZINE, THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
CONSEQUENCES OF ERRORS THAT OCCUR.

sonningcommon

magazine

Community news:
New magazine chairman
Housing plans - what’s new?

Noticeboard

In Focus:
The public consultation
on the library

Youth Zone
Letters

Tom Fort
Diary Dates

1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9TD
email: geoffrey.adams5@btopenworld.com
tel: 0118 972 2134

1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG
email: helen.barker@tesco.net
tel: 0118 972 1241

50 Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
email: pearman@dial.pipex.com
tel: 0118 972 2381 /07794 291776

Lachlan McGowan and Charlie Hancock -
Rotherfield United FC Presentation Day
by Gill McGowan
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community news

It doesn’t get
much better
than this

Kidmore End Pre-School has been
rated outstanding in every single
category by Ofsted inspectors.

The inspectors found the leaming
environment to be “inspirational” and said
that children were “incredibly confident”
and “happy”.

Gemma Malaperiman, chairwoman of the
pre-school committee, said: “We've known
for quite some time that our pre-school is a
very special place, where the children are
encouraged to play, learn and grow in a
wonderfully nurturing environment,

“To have it officially recognised is fantastic,
and testament to the enthusiasm and
devotion of the staff who work so hard
fowards creating a welcoming family
atmosphere.”

The pre-school has been operating from the
Parish Rooms in Kidmore End since 1983.

A maximum of 14 children attend each
session. A few places are still available for
September 2012. For more information
contact registrar Louise Wood on 0118
9242740 or email enquiry@keps.co.uk.

successful
fimes at the
village hall

The past year has been a busy
one for Sonning Common
Village Hall.

The building is owned by Sonning
Common Parish Council, which is currently
funding some more improvements

fo include an excellent sound system

and better ventilation. The village halll
management committee is responsible
for the day-to-day business of the hall and
is pleased to have kept the calendar full.

Booking agent, Penny Harvey, is retiring
after many years during which time she
has done much to ensure the smooth-
running of the hall and the efficient
collection of fees.

Susan Rusman has replaced Mrs
Harvey and they have worked together
to achieve a very smooth transition.
Chairman Jill Vallis has also relinquished
her post after seven years.

Looking ahead, the management
committee plans to make greater
use of the village hall's website and to
encourage more on-line fransactions.

Parish council takes action

The recently-elected Sonning Common Parish Council has set about
tackling some long-awaited tasks in the village.

B Windows, which open, have been installed in
the village hall along with sun screening for
windows in the side room

B A new sound system for the hall has
been installed

B The re-opening of the public lavatories
is imminent

B A footpath officer has been appointed to
examine all footpaths in the viloge and make
recommmendations fo the council on repairs
and re-surfacing work

B A proposal is underway to fence in all three

play areas in the village

B New noficeboards are being sourced
B The charity bins in the car park behind the

Co-operative have been moved to free up
much-needed parking space

B Grants have been made to two voluntary

groups - Sonning Common Magazine and
The Village Gardeners - who, in different ways,
do so much to improve the life of our vilage

B Robert Watson has been appointed to hand-

weed all weed-infested kerbs

B An anti-Japanese knotweed campaign
has begun

All parish council meetings are open to the
public. Please come along and let us know
what else we can do to improve the village.
COUNCILLOR CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY
Sonning Common Parish Council

Moving on up

Sonning Common Magazine
has a new chairman.

Former distribution manager Geoffrey
Adams took the helm after Graham
Thomas stepped down as chairman
at the magazine’s AGM in May.

Said Geoffrey: “l look forward to
continuing Graham Thomas’ great
work as chairman of the magazine
committee. The magazine plays

an important role in fostering a
community spirit in the village and
Graham has guided this not-for-profit
organisation to a sound base.

“My three years as distribution
manager have demonstrated to
me the wealth of support there is
for the magazine.

‘As ever, my profound thanks go to
the editor and all the other volunteers
who so regularly give their time fo
ensuring the magazine is delivered
to homes in Sonning Common - and
now to adjacent areas - six times

a year, and to our advertisers who
provide the money needed for
printing and design.

“Looking ahead, | am sure we must
embrace the digital age to a greater
extent while retaining the pleasure

of receiving a printed document
through the door.

“The committee and | will work
together to ensure we take the
magazine forward. Any suggestions
and volunteers for the committee will
be welcome.”

Craig Henderson was re-elected as
secretary at the AGM. Bl




Change in council's
housing strafegy

More new houses may be built in
Sonning Common under the latest
proposals from South Oxfordshire
District Council (SODC).

An extra 414 homes will be allocated to 12
large villages in South Oxfordshire, including
Sonning Common, taking the planned, overall
fotal from 740 to 1,154. The new homes are
o be shared among the 12 large villages.

SODC revised its housing strategy after an
independent inspector ruled that windfall sites
could not be relied upon to meet the district’s
housing needs for the next 16 years.

Windfall sites are sites suitable for
development but are either too small for
inclusion in the council’s core strategy or have
some uncertainty over their availability.

Meanwhile, a new planning application to
build 80 dwellings on Lea Meadow has been
submitted to SODC.
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The access for the proposed development

- on land between the Herb Farm and Bird
Wood Court - is now fo be combined with the
Herb Farm'’s. The layout has been revised to
protect all the trees and the roadside hedge,
and additional frees will be planted. Provision
is being made for 30 affordable homes.

Copies of the proposed plans can be viewed
atf the parish clerk’s office in the village halll.
Phone 0118 972 3616.

To have your say on the new plans:

Email: planning.west@southoxon.gov.uk

Or write fo: SODC planning department,
Benson Lane, Crowmarsh Gifford, Wallingford
OX10 8NJ.

* Anyone interested in an affordable home,
proposed for Lea Meadow, is invited to
contact: Stewart Lilly Associates, agent for the
landowner. Phone: 01235 832867.

Email: saglilly@googlemail.com

Photo: Henley Standard

Village resident Sally Stalliwood, who
grazes two ponies and an elderly horse
on the Kennylands Road site, has written
to the district council to object to the
plans. She said: "Any development on
this site would turn my life upside down
and | can't bring myself to think about
the outcome for my horses. | object to
the impact this proposed development
would have on the countryside. These
little pockets of green, peaceful land
make Sonning Common what it is. |
moved here 19 years ago because

of the nice, green areas but that is all
disappearing.”

sonningcommon
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Village says 'no’
to Kennylands
Road plans

Parish councillors have
unanimously recommended that
outline plans to build 50 new
homes on pastureland behind
Kennylands Road be refused.

All councillors agreed that many aspects of
the proposed development ran counter to
the district’s local plan for housing.

The planning committee of Sonning
Common Parish Council met on 13 June to
consider the proposals and fo make their
recommendations fo South Oxfordshire
District Council (SODC).

The Kennylands Road proposal is still
under consideration by SODC’s planning
department and a decision is due on 9
August 2011.

Parish councillors objected to the plans on
the grounds that:

B the built-up area of the vilage would be
extended into the open countryside

B a dense development of 50 houses
would have “a dramatic and detrimental
effect on the character of the countryside
immediately to its west”

B the single access on to Kennylands Road
created “a potential hazard for vehicles
entering or leaving a busy road”

B Sonning Common sewage works could
not cope with the added capacity

Their submission to SODC also states:
“Parking is a huge problem and already
causes great difficulties for service vehicles,
buses and cars and for residents needing to
use village facilities and amenities.

“The proposed development will greatly
increase these problems and the extra

cars and people resulting from it would, we
believe, bring the existing infrastructure of
roads, parking, education, health, water and
sewerage to breaking point.”

lain Stevenson, from Carter Jonas, agent for
the proposed development, said: “We are
currently reviewing the other consultation
responses 1o see if the application can

be modified to address any concerns.

We should have a decision within the next
month or so.”



PICTUREFRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Work carr |£J0utfﬂr .I.br:af‘qaffzry
Complete framing service
Canvases stretched

Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored

Local collection/delivery
Contact ﬂ:{t’m Ward 0118972 2075

Rt S
Oak | Grove
Garden Services
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
FENCING » TURFING * PATIOS » HEDGING
WATER FEATURES
James Watkins

‘Oak Grove' * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH

Telephone: 0118 972 2659

T.C. FULLER

PLUMBING & HEATING

Fully qualified and insured, local and reliable.
Gas safe registered.

Installation, service, maintenance and repair.
Registered for unvented hot water & wras. Free
estimates.

Tel: 0118 9724097 .

Mob: 07800 914 880 20032 e

Fron 1 April 2009 ¢ {1141 registered engineers were required 1o iransfer 1o the
GAS SAFE register

»
Byways Dental Practice

Quality Care Dedicated Team

+ Al aspects of general dentisery

t Teeth whitening and cosmetics

+ NHS for children & anyong in
.lIIJ.I'|r-!Jri'J¢' education

+ Affordable payment plans

 Flexible apeniny times

Byways Dentil
+ Ample free car ,l'-'l”"t"""",i.l' Practice

ikl &,

Main St. Checkendon, RGE 0SSP Tel 01491 680412

PEPPARD BUILDING SUPPLIES

Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028

EVERYTHING FOR THE
HANDYMAN & BUILDER

Bishopsland Farm « Peppard Road
Dunsden * RG4 9NR

Computer Problems?

Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected?

Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades,
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning,
Networking. Broadband and much more.

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

GRAHAMS
MAINTENANCE

Painting & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits
Door & Window Fitting
Plumbing - Fitted Bathrooms
Floor & Wall Tiling - Fencing & Decking
Wood & Laminate Flooring
Sheds Supplied & Fitted
Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing etc

FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114




‘J"“_ e

Com pre hensive cve
examinations

L I S

= Full contact lens service

= Free specs for children

= Extensive range of
designer frames

= Maln agent for Zcliss
and Rodenstock lensces

Free parking

01 18 947 2099

WA, 'I""-h'lrl]ﬂ-l"l'l.th co.uk
b Cihureh 51, Cavershom, Heading (opposite Wnltrise)

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ssas21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS « BARS

FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE
ALLAREAS COVERED CALLOUT SERVICE

FULLMEMBER
OF BRITISH

LAMTRSMTTI
INSTITUTE

(1491 680216
CRFTHTF]I HOUSE
Beech Lane, RGE 0PX » Woodcote Nr. Reading
ProrrieEror: S. ). BoxNeR

PLUMBING
& HEATING

All aspects of Plumbing &
Heating work undertaken.

ALL WORK GLUARANTEED

TELEPHONE:
0118 972 3394
MOBILE:
0771 110 9077

Kidbys

o b i |

Tel: 0118 972 33 80

Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 91T
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE

For all your property maintenance requirements
including, decorating inside and out, paper
hanging, wall & floor tiling, carpentry, hand
painted kitchens and fumniture, water damaged
ceilings & Insurance work. Hedge and grass
cutting services.

Ros SmiTH
TEL: 0118 972 4560

Domestic Electrical & Solar Power
Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk

Call a locally based electrician,
MNe job too small. Free estimates.

Phone: 0118 907 6342
Mob: 0788 2737402
Email: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk
17 Burnham Rise, Emmer Green

City & Guilds qualified
NAPIT Part P approved

mmﬂh@ Farina

= SONNING COMMON
1 0% OFF WITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM
CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00

CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00




community news

The youth club helps to
protect our young people

Oxfordshire County Council will cease to fund The Edge youth club at Chiltern
Edge School at the end of August. Members of the club’s management
committee, all local volunteers, are working hard to ensure that funding is in
place to safeguard the club’s future.
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We are looking fo fund-raise from local activities. It helps fo prevent youngsters from
businesses and charities. The management meeting outside local shops to socialise, which
committee has secured a welcome £4,500 some residents find intimidating.

donation every year for firee years from This is o local club, for local youngsters,
Sonning Common Parish Council, which shows managed by local people. For further
a great deal of foresight on behalf of the parish

S M | N g 'I'h rou g h o information about the club, or fo volunteer fo

help, please contact the chairman, Beverly

'I'he rO | n The youth club helps o profect our young Dobson on 01189 72 3266 or 07979 811318,
people and makes a necessary contribution to or Rosemary Edgington on 01189 72 3076.
Once again Sonning Common the safety and welfare of the village.
USSR CNTE St It provides a safe place for young people gzg:jcs::lr-: RC;:::S LC\::‘::H
fair was a huge success. P o P young P p. . o
fo meet their friends and take part in various Sonning Common Division

The Ccribbeon CorniVOI theme .......................................................................................................................... et s soersecscscescsessescssssssesssssssne
provided a summery feel to a not |

particularly summery day! Despite I_l ke '|'O be O n Od U |'I' ?gy’l@sﬁﬂﬂ AN

the occasional rain shower hundreds

il | SCOUTING" — 0¥

\

A total of £3,195 was raised, which will The Scouting Association is appealing for help to set up Beaver and
SDUEZE] D [P R 2] Scout sections in the village.
the school.

Adult leaders are needed fo run both sections list across the county for Beavers and we need
The organisers, the school’s Parent - Up fo three adults per group. The group is a Scout froop because the Cubs have no Scout
Teacher Association, wish to thank also looking for non youth-led roles such as provision in the villoge and have to travel to
everyone who furned up to support the committee members. Full and free fraining other froops. We would very much like to hear
event along with sponsors Beville Estate would be given. No experience is necessary and  from any potential adults. Scouting is great fun
Agency and Carl Wood, the butcher. B all potential leaders would be CRB-checked. and incredibly rewarding.”

Beavers is for boys and girls aged six fo eight . .
For further information contact K
and Scouts is for boys and girls aged 10 to 14. or furthe ormation contact Rae

Open FOrm SU ndOy There is already a Cub pack in the village, for Meadham, local development officer

eight o 10-year-olds, which meets at the Scout for Oxfordshire:
Hut in Baskerville Road. Kae Meadham, from Phone: 07825 768803 / 01865 739317
Oxfordshire Scouting, said: “We have a joining Email: Ido@oxonscouting.org.uk

People had a chance to discover more
about life on Britain’s farms at a recent event
in Cane End. Vines Farm organised trailer
rides, bird-spotting, visits to see growing
crops, conservation areas and farm

animals, as part of a nationwide initiative to |TIS Ti me TO mO ke The SWiTC h

promote farming, Open Fam Sunday Don't forget the nationwide switch to digital TV next month!

In Oxfordshire the switchover dates are 14 September for BBC2 and 28 September
for the remaining analogue channels - [TV, BBC1, Channel 4, and Channel 5.

After these dates anyone without digital-compatible TV equipment will
be met with a blank screen.

A help scheme is available for people aged 75 or more, care - (5 | .)
I

home residents, the disabled and those on benefits.

For further information contact:

Jayne Bullock, Oxfordshire Rural Community Council,
Jericho Farm, Worton, Witney, Oxon OX29 4SZ.
Phone: 01865 883488 Email: orcc@oxonrcc.org.uk




Volunteers to help In
an emergency

When village singing group Nottakwire decided to donate money to the local
Community First Responders team some people seemed unaware of the stitling
work the group does. So, village residents Jo Stoves and Joan Grummant spoke
to Chris Brooks, from Community First Responders, to find out more.

Community First Responders is a nationwide
initiative whereby local volunteers are
trained to support the ambulance service.

The ambulance service can call on trained
volunteers to attend appropriate 999 calls
within a five-mile radius of where they live.

This often means that emergency treatment
reaches patients far faster than an ambulance
can - in less than 8 minutes.

And it has been proved that in cases of stroke
and other life-threatening conditions, the
quicker help is administered the greater the
chance of recovery.

One Nottakwire member, Sue Hedges, spent
a long time searching for the First Responder
who she thinks saved her husband Joe's life.

Joe had been stung by a bee and had stuck
his epi-pen into his finger by mistake! He was
clearly suffering anaphylactic shock when
the First Responder arrived and successfully
revived him with a swiftly administered
second injection - much to the relief of his
distraught wife.

This episode illustrates the important and
life-saving work done by Community First
Responders when they answer calls about
strokes, heart and chest pain, falls, breathing
difficulties and much, much more.

The basic fraining the volunteers receive
covers life support, oxygen therapy, use of a
defibrillator, care of an unconscious patient,
medical emergencies and minor fraumas and

paediatrics. They have access to advice from
the control room when they are responding fo
calls. The Sonning Common and Kidmore End
Group was starfed in 2008. Since then it has
doubled its number of volunteers to four and is
going from strength to strength.

In 2008 it was called out nine times. In 2010 it
answered 71 calls. In the first three months of
this year it answered 24 calls and looks set to
achieve about 100 responses in 2011,

In 80 per cent of call-outs, the Community
First Responders were first on the scene.

Chris Brooks, fromn Kidmore End, one of the
founders of the local group, is very proud

of the life-saving work she does. She joined
because she wanted fo, “put something
back into the community” and has learned a
few tricks to help her respond quickly fo calls,
like parking her car facing outwards to save
reversing time!

Currently, cover is limited to around 40
hours during the week and about 20 af the
weekend. More volunteers are always required.

The skill and dedication of this team is
unguestionable and we are very lucky indeed
to know they are out there supporting us as
part of the local ambulance team.

For further information contact

South Central Ambulance:

Phone: 0800 587 0207

Email: cfr@scas.nhs.uk

Website: www.southcentralambulance.nhs.uk

I | ] | ] ]
There’'s money in singing
A cheque for a final total of £2,000 was presented to the Community First
Responders by Nottakwire members last month.

Henley MP John Howell attended the presentation, having previously written to
Nottakwire to congratulate members on their successful fund-raising concert -

the Big Sing on 14 May.

Margaret Moola and Elaine Williams, Nottakwire founders, thanked everyone who
had supported the concert so enthusiastically.

sonningcommon
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SCPS
Sports Day

The weather held for the infants’
sports day at Sonning Common
Primary School recently. But the
juniors weren't so lucky and their
event, planned for the afternoon,
had to be postponed when the
heavens opened. These photos,
by Peter Vamnes, capture some of
the essence of the day.

ABOVE FROM TOP:
Boys racing in the infants’ sports day at
Sonning Common Primary School.

Charlie Partlow has got space hopping
down to a fine art.

Lucy Tucker is first over the line in the egg
and spoon race.

Michael Varnes, age 6, looks unimpressed
with his egg and spoon.



g EVERYTHING
% INTHE GARDEN

Established 1985

Now in Stoke Row

All types of design, construction,
maintenance and improvements.

Tel: 01491 641311
Mob: 07810 112411

01491 682412
07808 162985

Established Before 1879

TOMAILIN
AND SON

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD « HENLEY-ON-THAMES
Telephone: 01491 573370

,,,,,,

@ Pre-paid Funeral Plans
GOLDEN CHARTER

E. T. Sheppard

MONUMENTAL
MASON

SINCE 1940

Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at:

36 Reading Road » Henley-On-Thames

Telephone: 01491 574644

YOUR NEW LOCAL
MoT TEST STATION

EST 1998

HENNELLVEHICLE

SERVICES .

— MOT TESTING
—— SERVICING & REPAIRS
— = ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS
—— VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING
LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT

BOOKYOUR MoT NOW

Tel: 01491 628866
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk v

Valvodine

Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre
Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames
Oxon RGY9 4QG

== JJC Electrical Services Limited
Bl Professional Rellable and Local

Sonning Common based

Jerry Cole
Tel: 0118 972 1110
Mob: 0783 434 6487
E-mail: jjcelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk

® Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires

® New installation work

® Fuschoard changes =
® Lighting advice and installation ELEaN

& CCTV Installation

® Gate Automation
T’ai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesday 9.30-10.30
During term time

Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class
Improve your stamina, balance,
strength & co-ordination

For further information
please ring Debbie on 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.org




Functional Physio

Back pain

. Neck bai

Sonning Common Health Centre . rte‘c ‘pain

Chartered Physiotherapists po S'"JU:;eSsI

Jo Pereira MCSP o

Catfierine Matthews MCSP oint pain

. Sprains

» . i
FHexible appointments Strains
it Headache
Clinic: 01189 722 735

[ i Pre/Post op
www.functionalphysio.co.uk

Pre/Post natal

Pilates

K Building Decorating & Cleaning Services

P

oy Property Maintenance

Office Cleaning »
Painting & Decomtmg »
New Kitchens »

New Bathmooms s

Wall& Floor Tiling »
Flumbing & Heating »
Al=rations & RBenovallions =
Carpet Cleaning »

One Stop Property Maintenance
ToNger2ind o G

PROFTETY ANTIMANSE COARBPANT = adafospmiouk &

FLO

5 Bed/4 Bath Luxury Villa,
two lounges, south facing pool.
Disney, Theme Parks and
Harry Potter 15 minutes.
Contact Clive/Geraldine
cliveandgerry @btinternet.com
or phone 0118 972 3243
Brochure available.
www.magicdaysvillaorlando.com

And Alterations

VILLAGE YARNS &9 OCCASIONS

For Knitting Yams, Sewing bits & bobs
All Your Dry Cleaning, Shoe Repairs

te] o118 9723358

Now TOGETHER at OCCASIONS in Wood lane , Sonning Common

Greeting Cards , Party ltems
Balloons, Banners & Bows
Gifts for Friends & Family

Tami(y Q—faircff’ess_iﬁg AN
n the comfort of ﬁlb

\
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F uﬂ.y qual'{fied' in aﬂ'as‘pects f ﬁaird}essing

Stafford & Son ,
Local Garden & Building 772988

‘b S
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¥ o"I'._.

Interior and exterior building mainte-  Andrew Stafford
nance, including gutter repairs and
clearing,

Maintenance Services

Offering services in all aspects of gar-
den and grounds maintenance, be it
larze or small.

Call 01491 642191
General handyman |/ "man with van® Mob.OTSIE01 5T
services. All jobs considered at competi-

five rates.
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A grond day ou!

If you're aged 90 or :
to celebrate the 90th b

es of the hall have decided to
by inviting those peop!
peppard and Sonning
The event will take pl

from 3pm o Spm.
118 972 2201 or 01 18 972 4751 form

Like to learn?

Interested in learning about the life
and art of Leonardo da Vinci or
the making of modern Reading?

Then look no further than the latest brochure of
short courses from the Reading branch of the
Workers’ Educational Association (WEA).

Courses for the autumn term include English

Poetry, from the Pre-Raphaelites to the First World
War and Chips With Everything - an examination of
the development of IT and its impact on our lives.

There is also a varied programme of music,
archaeology, philosophy and art history courses
and day schools.

Copies of the brochure are available from the
WEA website or: WEA Reading, 27 Derby Road,
Reading, RG4 5HE. Phone: 0118 946 4137.
Email: WEAreading@googlemail.com. =

group has started up N the village every

community activator

@nexuscom

more, then you're invited fo @ grand tea party
rthday of Peppard War Memorial Hall.
mark the special occasion
e of a similar age. from the parishes of
Common, to help celebrate.

ace in the hallon Friday 19 August,

ore information.



Services for MS sufferers

;giileo;il brgnch of the Multiple Sclerosis
Gs been running g 1 i
Henley for 18 months 9 erapy centre "

Itis based at Brunner Hall in Greys Road and is
open from 10agm until 4pm every Thursday.

sSeesrvllces Include group and individual therapy
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1 .
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© option for People with Ms, together with

their family and cq
. rers, to socialise
ideas ang information, o Srehenge

F . .
Wc;ro mc:e information Please contact Maddie Ames
Chairs the locqy) committ
' €e on 01628
or email mcdeline@stqrcmes.co. uk w8778

et thinnet

sonningd

N,
Hove fu 9 wraze fohit

[ |atest _ ;
Zumba Fitn! -ss is the et hcvm?‘::\
on Wi :
ce‘::"e\rr:t\\v in the vi\\agc:. T‘r(\:\ -
\:Norkout is designed 10
fitness \evels.
RE
CLASSES A
WEEKLY mon Pr'\mar
N\emor‘\o\ Hall,

TAKING PLACE A

school, Grove Road,
V Reades Lane,

sonningcommon

magazine

Sundoy 10am

mi
Monciay 3.45’3( Xed ages)

m
(under 10 Years of Qage)

As a late summer freat, the Chiltern Players
have come up with something a little bit
different to entertain their audiences at
Peppard Memorial Hall.

For one night only they are presenting Playing on the
Radio, an evening of staged play readings — just like
you hear on the radio! — on Friday, 9 September.

The first play to be featured is Sentenced, a thought-
provoking drama by the Players’ very own award-
winning in-house playwright, Jane Brough. The second
is Lunch Hour, a ground-breaking one-act play by
John Mortimer set in the Sixties.
The performance begins at the village hall in
Gallowstree Road at 8pm. Tickets, priced £5, are now
on sale at Occasions, Wood Lane, Sonning Common,
or from Carol Evans on 0118 972 3628. They will also

be available on the door.



Flowering COLLINS, DRYLAND
Perennials & THOROWGOOD LLP
- SOLICITORS
hechs g thv announce that as from 4th October 2010
bnrsv;::ffu 2 Hart Stroet Honiey-on Thames RGO 2AU

Telephone: 01491 572323
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, RG4 gN.J.
Tel - 0118 972 4220 Daisy's - 0118 972 3652
Open 7 days a week 9.30am to Spm

David Shailes

AVIA!

LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION

PLUMBERS & DECORATORS

WWW.avia|andscapes_co_uk e Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins
e Showers, Radiators and Repairs

» Design and Build + Maintenance « Brickwork * Full Interior &

+ Patios  Decking + Water Features « Irrigation * Exterior Decorating __teAee e
: * Wallpapering WITH THIS ADVERT
« Fencing « Plant Supply.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

] . . Tel: 0118 934 5029 Mob: 07708 602442
T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk email: david shailes@ukf.net

Tree Care
« All Aspects of Tree Work Friendly local help with PC problems,
e Hedge Cutting .
e Private and Commercial upgrades, wireless, .
Fully Qualified Professionals broadband and HEtWOI'kIng.
£5 Million Public Liability Insurance i
Laurence Williams Free advice, reasonable rates.
Phone: 0118 9484274
Mobile: 07813 586 735 -
Email: info@heightstreecare.co.uk Ca" Da\”d on 07980 129364

Web Site' WWW. heightstreecare co.uk

T s T
’*“ : hvh‘;f' ,
S Y

or e-mail:
help@computerfrustrations.co.uk

TEXTUREPLUS
g _

Free Estimates
Interior & Exterior Decorating
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS
CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded
Adrian Brown
Tel: 0118 mﬂﬁmnhlg Commnqr‘Mnbilﬁ 07880 542363

Wrﬂ W, tnlu rep u_:g._;y___:g




ﬁ Andrew Page 0V 3N \wood lane dentistry

fﬂr everything cak

Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc

QOak framed garages and outbuildings to enhance RiYChafl d 1\4‘?@:“?“ ';’lDS ‘ \
our local family friendly practice

}FBI.I.T Pmpﬁrh;.dﬁngm rooms, ﬂﬂk FUITIJh.ll'E d'"d Routine genera\ydentis‘[{\/

oinery, all made to your

Affordable dental plans with Denplan H
Children seen on the NHS E
Tooth whitening
Cosmetic dentistry and Implants
Ample free parking

Now taking on new patients

exact requirements. -
Saturday and evening appointments available

Oak timber for
LJ
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ...

builders and DIY ‘.'
lnfaﬁmdrmpu eoak {.‘-ﬁ.l.lk D1491 EEENT Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ
www.andrewpageoak.co.uk www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk  Telephone 0118 9722626

\\\\

A.S HEATING & PLUMBING /ROOFING\ /SERVICES\
Heating & Plumbing Services W
A GORDON

Specialist in Slating,

Your Local Reliable Plumber

All Plumbing, Heating and Gas works. Tiling and Flat Roofs

Boiler Replacement Specialist. All work guaranteed City & Gaikds

Powerflushing. New Central Heating

Installations

For a free quote and advice please TEIEP]]D“E:

call Andy on 07760 156654

or 07747 121796 01491 576 463
CHIROPODY HOME VISITS

For professional treatment & advice
contact

UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS

Made to the highest standards
from an extensive range of fabrics
brought to your home.
Complete fitting and advisory service. Bsc, DpOdM> SRCha MChS
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete HPC Registered
satisfaction — Most competitive prices

Telephone: 01491 680291
Jor reliable and personal service

STATE REGISTERED CHIROPODIST
Heidi Snookes-Owen

0118 924 2677

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied

Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

A child's first steps into education within a caring environment

We are a small, friendly pre-school caring for children from 2 years 6

A.SIMMONITE months to 5 years in a beautiful village setting. Various sessions available.

We are OFSTED inspected and registered for Early Years Funding.
PAINTERS & DECORATORS

GUTTER REPAIRS & REPLACEM ENT R ————
FREE ESTIM ATES 0118 972 2667 The Parish Rooms, Wood Lane, Kidnore End, Reading, R4 985.

For more information, please call Louise on 0118 924 2740




@ in focus

Council wants to

After several delays the
public consultation info the
future of Oxfordshire’s library
service began at the end of
May and will run until the end
of September.

Oxfordshire County Council has issued a
new proposal to keep all libraries open
and to give them continued access to
their buildings, the library infrastructure and
ook stocks.

However, the bad news is that professional
staff would be substantially reduced at many
libraries, undermining the quality of the library
service. Sonning Common Library would be
among the worst hit, retaining professional
staff support for just eight hours a week as
opposed to 25 hours currently.

Under the county council’s new plans, a
three-tiered system of library provision would
be created with Sonning Common being in
the bottom fier.

The council is proposing to fully fund and
staff 22 libraries, cut professional staff by
one-third at five libraries and by two-thirds

at the remaining 16 libraries, including
Sonning Common, Goring and Woodcote.
The changes would be phased in over three
years from next April.

The county council expects volunteers
fo fill in the gaps left by the removal of
professional staff, and, in many cases,
undertake much of the responsibility for
running libraries themselves.

Ros Vames, chair of the Friends of Sonning
Common Library, said: “The Friends do not
consider the county council’s proposal to
be a viable, long-term solution for Sonning
Common Library.

“We believe volunteers have a valuable
part to play in supporting professional staff
but do not necessarily have the knowledge

and experience to run a professional service
themselves. Nor should they be expected to.

“The proposal to create a three-tiered
system of library provision is also extremely
unfair. While spending cuts are necessary,
they should be shared among all libraries in
the county.

“Under the county council’s new plans, some
libraries - many in densely-populated, urban
areas - would benefit through better

resources and longer opening hours, at
the expense of others, including Sonning
Common, in rural, isolated communities.

"By law the county council is bound to
provide a ‘comprehensive and efficient
library service. This legal obligation should
apply to all areas where there is a library,
not just areas of the county council’s
choosing.”

See reader’s letter on page 21
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Five ways 10 help
support the library

Join in with the county council’s
public consultation on the future of
the library service.

Help the Friends of Sonning Common
Library make the case for retaining
professional library staff.* Give
examples of how the professional
staff have helped you.

Attend the public meeting on the
future of Sonning Common Library,
which will be held in the village
hall on Monday 12 September at
7.30pm.

Volunteer to help support
professional staff in the library.*

Use the library!

During 2010-11
Sonning Common Library:

W achieved 1.7 per cent of the children’s
book issues in the county

M achieved 1.2 per cent of all age and all
format issues in the county

Oxfordshire County Council’s
library service consultation
document claims that:

M 81.5 per cent of all issues are made by
their 22 Core (blue) libraries, averaging
roughly 3.7 per cent each

B the five Community Plus (green) libraries
account for 5.5 per cent of issues,
averaging roughly 1.1 per cent each

B the remaining 16 Community (orange)
libraries account for 13 per cent of issues,
averaging roughly 0.8 per cent each

The Friends of Sonning Common
Library would like to hear from non-
users of the library. What would
entice you to use the local library
service? Please place your ideas in
a suggestion box on the Friends of
Sonning Common Library desk in the
library foyer or email the Friends at;
foscl@ymail.com

To have your say on the future of
Sonning Common Library write o:
Library Service Consultation,
Freepost, Oxfordshire County
Council. Please copy your
correspondence 1o the Friends of
Sonning Common Library: foscl@
ymail.com

Phone the county council on:
01865 792422

* Forms are available from the desk in
the library foyer or from the Save Our
Library website: saveourlibrary.org.uk

Friends of Sonning Common Library

BUT our library accounts
for 1.2 per cent overall -
so you would anticipate
that we would be
designated at least
Community Plus status,
which would mean a one-
third cut in professional

staffing levels as opposed
to the two-thirds cut
currently being proposed
for Sonning Common.

Analysis provided by Leigh Rawlins,
of Woodlands Road

sonningcommon

magazine

Public meeting on
the library’s future

A public meeting to discuss
the future of Sonning Common
Library is due to be held on
Monday 12 September.

The meeting will take place in Sonning
Common Village Hall at 7.30pm.

Oxfordshire County Council
representatives John Jackson, director
of social and community services and
councillor Judith Heathcoat, cabinet
member with responsibility for libraries,
have confirmed they will be attending.

Carol Viney, county councillor for Sonning
Common, is also due to attend.

The meeting is taking place as part

of the county council’s current public
consultation on the future of the library
service in Oxfordshire.

The Friends of Sonning Common

Library will be requesting a face-to-
face meeting with county council
representatives following the public
meeting to discuss feedback from it and
to agree an acceptable way forward
for the village library.

The public consultation will close on 30
September. Decisions on the future of

the library service are due to be made
towards the end of this year with changes
being implemented after April 2012. &
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WINDOWS « DOORS + CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA + SOFFITS « GUTTERING « CLADDING

High quality education and child care under the
Early years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months to 5 yvears

Use your Local Installer with 25

® Good OFSTED report yosrs expeniehce

® Pre-school sessions availabie For a FREE quntatinn

® Open all year, Monday to Friday, Tam to Tpm Call Mike Dockree on
* Flexible hours 07785928190 or 0118 972 4376

® Early years education grants available

® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement All window and door
and Thames Valley Gym installations carry a 10 year

guarantee and the finished
product is independently

® Small friendly and persenal care in
Sonning Common

inspected with all
For further information, please ask for the manager certificates
on (118 972 4783, or visit our website,
wwnwsalphabetdaymirseries.cam WINDOWS + DOORS + CONSERVATORIES

FASCIA « SOFFITS + GUTTERING # CLADDING

emails: infoia alphabetdaynurseries.com

CAVERSHAM AERIAL = o0
- La ing iign, “tion, Ganden ake over,
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E— Timber waol lEways, i, Fehes, PER R, Gazeboi

0X1S 967 3‘5‘, s N e

- 3 k- feling. Lopning, Prisieg, Clearance. ]

T Hgﬁ% Sky HD RN s
¥ b 1

"Ponds - \alerfeatifss, Ponds; Rills,

Freesat and freeview 8 Patios, sl S baver EEK
DAB & FM aerials %Ll}g's forsala - Cubandsphtiosize,
14 Odiham Avenue RG4 6PU : Batad.n SERNAG Commen
- Jel LFax: 01189721342

Cavershamaerials@gmail.com

: Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com |
%w,- .caversham-aerials.co.uk T T T T e

i Wa hava bean trading in the village for over 40 years We stock all types of
You may be surprlsed We have old fashioned friendly Service v Animal Fead
we now stock Wo can't stock overything but wo can got mest things
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 ¥ Froren Meat
COME AND SEE US ! v Farm Feeds
"l.:'ll_' (. Z_l\] ‘!1: r]i;'h\'l l We Stock Products for
43a Wood Lane ¥ Animal Well Being
Also don’t forget SODIE COmPONAEA S ¥ Wild Birds
£ 0118 9723495 ¥  Ponds
| grestedin@petcountrysupplies co !
Pﬂnd FGOd e ::u:w“ i, n: E:m“ _'I . ¥ Farm Animals
and Open...,,.Mori to Sat 9.am 1o 5. 30pm (Spm Sat) ¥ Domestic Animals
9am to 4pm Weds ¥ Wild life
Trea t me nt 5 Closed all day Sunday and Bank Haols ¥ Toys and Beds




[ wonder what dogs
would say, if they
could speak, aboul
having their own
swimming pool in
Sonning Common for
health, rehabilitation,
fitness and fun?

Village resident Beverly Dobson fulfilled

a long-standing ambition last spring

when she opened Doggy Dips, a canine
hydrotherapy centre, at Kidby's Yard, off the
Kennylands Road.

Having seen how swimming therapy helped
her own golden Labrador, George, recover
from a serious spinal condition, Beverly
became convinced of the benefits of
regular swimming for most dogs.

So, she trained as a canine hydrotherapist,
found the right premises and launched her
dream career of working with dogs full-
fime. Said Beverly: “This is the best job ever.
Nothing makes me happier than spending
all day being surrounded by dogs.”

Swimming therapy is beneficial fo dogs for
all sorts of reasons, according to Beverly,
who also runs Pressed for Time in Wood
Lane and the Herb Farm coffee shop.

It helps fo restore muscle strength in those
animails recovering from accidents and
injuries; it provides pain-free exercise for
old dogs who find walking difficult; and it's
ideal for puppies, who need exercise and

ousinessprofile éodverrising feature

DO The

stimulation without undue pressure being
placed upon their developing joints.

Agility dogs, too, can build up their
cardiovascular strength and fitness by
swimming against water jets at the centre.
Even timid, under-confident dogs, can gain
a major confidence boost as a result of
their swimming achievements.

From the moment a dog enters the
hydrotherapy centre, the whole place is
awash with exciting smells, sights and sounds,
designed to stimulate them but also fo make
them feel comfortable in their surroundings.

With its open plan design, use of fencing
and gates instead of solid walls, dogs can
always see what is around the comer and
this reassures them. There are also tubs of
canine toys dotted around in case they
feel like a chew!

When a dog owner books a swim for their
pet, they have the place to themselves.
Safety in the seven by five metre pool is
paramount. Each dog is fitted with a life
jacket before being swum by Beverly or her
brother, Alan Rooke, who have between
them 70 years dog experience with dogs.

Beverly is also a frained dog behaviourist
while Alan works as a dog trainer and will
be undertaking his canine hydrotherapy
training shortly.

Each dog is assessed and veterinary
approval given before individual tfreatment
plans are worked out, in consultation with
other canine health professionals, including
the in-house canine physiotherapist af
Doggy Dips.

The centre takes many referrals from
canine chiropractors, osteopaths and
veterinary and orthopaedic surgeons.
Increasingly, pet insurance companies are
recognising that hydrotherapy is a better
and cheaper alternative to surgery for
managing a complaint.

I¥’s also a lot of fun!

Canine Hydrotherapy Centre
Unit 1 Kidby'’s Yard

28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common

RG4 9JT

Phone
0118 972 4849

Website
www.doggydips.co.uk

If you would like to advertise your business in this way please email sonningcommonmagazine@googlemail.com
or contact John Pearman on 0118 972 2381 / 07794 291776 or write to Business Profiles, 50 Kennylands Road,

Sonning Common RG4 9JT email: pearman@dial.pipex.com




HEATH & WATKINS

HARDWARE, PAINT, TOOLS, GARDEN ACCESSORIES, BEDDING PLANTS
AND SHRUBS, PRE-PACKED COAL THROUGHOUT THE YEAR

MAIN AGENTS FOR SUTTONS SEEDS.
SHEARS HOLLOW-GROUND & SHARPENED.
ALL TYPES OoOF KEYS CUT.

CYCLE SPARES & REPAIRS & EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL

41 A WoobD LANE, SONNING COMMON
T KipMORE END 0118 972 2107

Mr FixiT WEE-COT SEATIN G

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything!
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. U ph olst ery, L oose Cov er S,

Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical,

Woodwork, Glazing. Replacement Cushions, Chair
Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration Can Ing French PO/IShIng

for older properties.

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. & Furniture R epajr S
Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing,
Hedge and Tree Cutting.

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance L IZA N N E SM I TH

No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates :
07752 759908 Tel: 0118 972 4560

www.beville.co.uk

For more information on our
full range of properties or to

book a free valuation of your
home, please contact us on

0118 924 25 26

Email info@beville.co.uk

Chalkhouse Green £575,000 Woodlands Road £450,000

Detached period cottage, believed to date back Detached bungalow requiring updating and
over 400 years, occupying a delightful approx. offering excellent potential, situated at the end
0.25 acre plot, in a no through lane. of a sought after, no through road.

Beech Rise £300,000 Lea Road £250,000 Grove Road £225,000

Two bedroom semi detached bungalow set in Immaculately presented three bedroom semi Recently built one bedroom ground floor
an established & private plot on the edge of detached home, with a secluded rear garden, set apartment with individual entrance and private

the village with potential to extend. on the edge of the village. garden.




Rotherfield United FC is your local boys and
girls’ football club. We are based at our own
ground on the B481 opposite Manor Farm
just by Greys Green Golf Club.

The club runs tfeams from the under-5s up to
under-18s and now has over 200 players.

We are a friendly, family-based club which
is completely run by volunteer coaches and
fundraisers. All the coaches are FA qualified,
first aid frained and CRB checked.

The club’s aim is fo include all children who
want fo have fun and exercise. We play
tfeams in leagues throughout Berkshire and
Oxfordshire and have had great success this
season with all age groups.

Newcomers are always welcome and the
youngest new players will be starting fraining
on Saturday 27 August af 9.30am. Come
along and join in for an hour of football fun!

For further information please contact:
info@rotherfieldfc.com
or visit our website at:

www.rotherfieldfc.com

CHRISTINE ATKINSON
Rotherfield United
Football Club

See cover photo

BOOK REVIEW

FROZEN IN TIME

By Ali Sparkes
(suitable for ages 9+)

youth zone

the Brownies

Brownies from the 2nd Kidmore End group recently enjoyed
an adventure day at Longridge Activity Centre in Marlow.

On a bell boating frip up the Thames the girls heard intriguing
tales of the crocadillo carelessly released info the murky
waters by a mad scientist. Unfortunately, (or fortunately),
no sightings were made by the eager Brownies!

Afterwards the girls went climbing. Go-karting followed,
then Jacob’s Ladder, with the girls encouraging each

other to reach the top.

Huge thanks to all the staff af Longridge for making the

day such a success!

BROWN OWL JESS HIGSON
2nd Kidmore End Brownies
Christ the King Church Hall

From top to bottom, Isabel
Barnett, Mia Muncer and Oli
Higson climbing Jacob’s ladder.

Birds fly in for a visif 1O 1st Peppard Guides

The 1st Peppard Guides group has reopened for the summer term
under the leadership of Jo Waugh and Merryn Ough.

The Guides had a visit recently from Feathers and Fur af Maidenhead. They met guinea
pigs, ferrets, a giant rabbit, a barn owl and an eagle owl.

The girls enjoyed leaming about how to handle the animals and birds and had a go at

flying some of the birds themselves.

For further information about 1st Peppard Guides please contact Jo Waugh:

squirreljo@yahoo.ie

This book review was written by the
Bun ‘n’ Chiz reading group, (Isabel
Mulligan, Caitlin Stacey, Alice
Jones and Olivia Hope), year 6,
Sonning Common Primary School.

In 1956, Freddy and Polly are frozen
in time - they are put into cryonic
suspension by their scientist father.

When Ben and Rachel find a metal
vault hidden underground in their
garden in 2009, they discover
Freddy and Polly still alive.

The two children and their dog
Bessie have to try to adapt to 21st
century life. But what happened to
their father? Why did he leave them
frozen for so long? Read the book
to find out!

Isabel says: “This book is gripping
and | didn’t want to put it down.”

Caitlin says: “I think this book is
imaginative and it has a great
storyline.”

Olivia says: “It was a very interesting
book with lots of suspense and
enjoyment.”

Alice says: “l liked the bits of the
story where Freddy and Polly have
to adapt to the year 2009.”

Frozen In Time was the Blue Peter
Book of the Year in 2010. Ali Sparkes
has also written the Shapeshifter
series. All can be borrowed from
your local library. B
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Free [Estimates

1’ Maryella Brown
. General Buildings Contractor

i %mmngm&u?fmfwmts

Sonning Common
Tﬂ 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092875
J Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com

\ l

Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk )

DK Bullders

20 Years Experience
Brickwork - Extensions

Garden Walls - Patios

..and much more

Call Daren on 07951 736745
for a FREE ESTIMATE

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Matal

Mondays f Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (& In Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

Christine Broolk - M em ber of B antra | Pilates Association
Ring 07789 71 or email hr Eimed pil; |‘| 25,00, Lk
Wabs W .:|T'.-_--:_"|i. couk

AUSTIN

HARRIS

]

Bathroom?B|iss

for beautiful bathrooms

Fully managed bathroom installation
service including design and fitting. From a
small cloakroom to a wonderful wet room.

With over 25 years experience you can
rest assured your new bathroom will be
installed to the highest standard.

e FULL PLUMBING < WALL TILING
* FLOOR TILING < WATER SOFTENERS
e UNDERFLOOR HEATING

Supply and Fit
Installation Only

Domestic or Commercial

0118 972 3956 / 07515 168 902

cm-brown@hotmail.co.uk

// curtains, \\i{
BLINDS, PELMETS\\ | |
TIE BACKS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 9549 2448
OR
0781 561 0007

T.V. & VIDEO
RENTAL

RADIO & T.V.
SALES / SERVICES

REPAIRS T0
DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

KIDMORE END 0118 972 3098



Memories of yesteryear

| was very interested in Jill Kendal’s contribution to the June/
July edition of the magazine regarding shops in the village

from 1900 to 2011.

I have lived in the village since 1932; | was six-years-old when we moved to Sonning

Common and I'm 87 now.

| remember the chemist’s shop being built. What is now the Co-operative was Mr
Plumb’s grocery store. During the 1930s it was run as two shops; half was grocery and
provisions, the other half was Mrs Plumb’s drapery and haberdashery.

When Newell’s shop at the top of Wood Lane was built, it was opened as a library,
where, for a charge, books were loaned. It soon changed o a general store where we
used to get our sugar and dried fruit weighed up and put into blue paper bags.

There was one more small sweet shop at the bottom of Grove Road owned by Mr and
Mrs Ryder. This closed when a Mr Vellum opened a general store nearer to the school.

In the building, which is now the NatWest Bank, was a ‘high class dress shop and
drapery’, owned by Mrs Swann. Swann’s garage was tacked on the side.

Next door, the detached house, which now belongs to the catholic church, started out
in the early 1930s as a fruit and vegetable store. Fish and chips were also fried there on

Friday and Saturday evenings.

At the top of Gravel Hill, on Stoke Row Road, were two more shops which, although
in Peppard, were well used by the people of Sonning Common. One was the Co-
operative store. The other, almost next door to the Co-op, was Mr Faber’s Post Office.

These were all businesses that came and went while | was growing up. | don't think
there can be many around now who can remember them. Il

FLORENCE ROOKE
Josey Close

We're still herel

We read your article (Where did we
shop from 1900 to 20117?) in the Sonning
Common magazine with interest.

To paraphrase Mark Twain, the rumour of our
demise is greatly exaggerated. JDP is still
frading from 31 Wood Lane and is still one of
the largest employers within the village.

You have clearly noticed that we are
investing in our business by undertaking a
long-overdue refurbishment of our offices
for the benefit of our staff and enabling
us to recruit, given that we are currently
very busy.

This will enable us to remain part of the
village for many years to come, rather than
move out as you seem to have implied.

On a more positive note, it was a

very interesting article and particularly
informative for us to find out about the
history of our property, which we knew
had been a shop but not the first shop in
the village.

STEVE DIXON

Director

JDP

Building Services Engineering
Consultants

Our liorary Is being driven 1o virtual closure
while others are protected

Oxfordshire County Council has
produced its latest plan “to keep
all libraries open”. However, 16
libraries are to lose two-thirds of
their paid staff, another five will lose
a third of theirs, whilst 22 libraries
will be 100 per cent funded.

The model that produced this ranking used
rigged parameters. It counts ‘potential’ users of
each library according to whether their work or
shopping joumeys take them close to it during
a month. Thus an individual can be counted
as a potential user of numerous libraries!

For this reason, Eynsham, similar in size to
Sonning Common and Peppard combined,
can count everyone who uses the A40
between Withey and Oxford. As a result, our
library is driven to virtual closure by being

reduced to eight opening hours a week
whilst Eynsham library (in David Cameron's
constituency) is protected with full funding.

Using this trick, people in Goring, Woodcote
and Sonning Common can also be counted
info the scores for Wallingford and Henley
libraries and therefore lose out...while lofs of
libraries in Oxford remain fully funded — despite
being close 1o each other with excellent
public fransport links.

What about the need to give easy library
access to children and older/disabled people
who face fransport barriers and have more
critical usage needs?

The council wants volunteers to save the day
in the locations that they have designated
unimportant. But they do not plan o use
volunteers in their fully funded urban lioraries,

which already offer extended evening and
Saturday opening. Why not? Because they
do not believe that the idea will work or be
sustainable!

Retaining the staff funding in all 21 threatened
libraries would cost a fotal of about £490,000,
the equivalent of an increase in council tax

of just £2 per annum for the average Band D
property. Maybe some cuts are necessary, but
the present scam is based on loading all the
local library cuts on a few communities, whilst
none are borne elsewhere.

There is a public consultation on this latest plan
- lasting until 30 September. | would urge all
readers to comment and to support a fairer,
more enlightened plan.

LEIGH RAWLINS
Woodlands Road
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What Sonning Common means fo me

Our lovely village has many issues — from uncertainty over the future for the library, to car parking
problems, to possible housing developments — but | wouldn’'t want to live anywhere else.

Let me tell you what living in Sonning Common means to me. My husband of many years, Michael, died recently having lost
his battle with cancer. During the last few months and weeks of his illness, | found life pretty tough.

However, the practical support received from the health centre doctors and district nurses was invaluable.

My family have now retumed to their homes to pick up the threads of their lives again,
and when | close my front door at the end of the day, I'm alone with my memories and
photographs. But when morning comes around and | step outside, it all changes.

In the village there are so many friends and acquaintances who | know are there for me
— with a friendly wave, a chat over a cup of tea (or glass of wine!) or a shoulder to cry on.

And so many willing hands to help with practical challenges like recharging a car
battery, tying up the wisteria, or pumping up a flat car tyre.

So, thank you, Sonning Common, for being there for me.

CAROLE LEWIS
Woodlands Road

LIVE

FURNITURE BARN, MANOR FARM, ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD, RG9 5LA
SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM, SUNDAY TTAM-4PM
OR BY APPOINTMENT

HENLEY SHOWROOM, 5 READING ROAD, HENLEY , RG9 1AB
MONDAY - SATURDAY 10AM - 5PM,

WWW.BROOKHOUSEINTERIORS.COM
01491410098




Tom Fort

GETTING ON

“You're as old as you feel” is
one of the more annoying
clichés deployed to soften
or obscure the truth about
advancing age.

Speaking for myself, | don't feel
any different from how | felt 20
years ago. | still laugh atf the same
things, enjoy the same books, love
the same music. From inside, the
world looks as absurd and full of
rich possibilities as it ever did.

| still do many of the things | used
fo. | play cricket, go fishing, drink
beer and fell rambling anecdotes

in pubs. | eat as much as | always
did (and continue o make the
same unavailing efforts not to).
One change is that | don't actually
get drunk any more — mainly
because | start faling asleep first.

Generally the body holds up all
right. It creaks a little and lets me
know when I'm pushing it too far. (I
recently walked 24 miles in a day,
getting material for a book, and

it protested loud and long, and |
won't be doing that again).

But | don't kid myself that it is the
body of a young man, nor is the

gunningplumbing.com

« plumbing

+ healing -

gas -

ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES

CAVERSHAM BASED
GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA

CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931
www.gunningplumbing.com

s
lan’s
Valeting Service

FAST ¢ FRIENDLY ¢ RELIABLE
FULL VALET SMALL CAR £30

FULL VALET LARGE CAR £40

Will pick up and return spotless
inside and out

face that goes with it that of a
young god any more. | had my
60th a little while back, and the
pictures show the truth.

Another initating cliché is that
having young children keeps
you young. It doesn't; it just
reminds you, when you go to the
playground, how much younger

all the other mums and dads are.

| do have one fip for staying fit
and happy as the years roll by.

[t concerns the afternoon nap.
Have one if you can, it makes all
the difference.

1‘*"

Wialls, Fessces, Patros, P

Sonrmgcommon

magazine

| read somewhere that the
Spanish have given up their siesta
in the aftempt to be modem and
dynamic, and look what a mess
they are in. The nap makes all the
difference. Now, if you'll excuse
me, | think I'l go and lie down.

mcpeneneemd
rqul&andn service to match
ih

Turf, Decking, Ferqolas, Log Steres

Stores, Prives and Faths

ver

Unit 1 Southview Park, Caversham, Reading, Berks, RG4 5AF
Email: Sales@gardencontracts.co.uk
For fencing on-line visit www.fencestore.co.uk
For garden buildings on-line visit www.shedstore.co.uk

Call
07597 081927
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Greys Court still retains the
impression of a family residence
today — ancient bul not grand.

M Greys Court, renovated to
preserve its family home feel.
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Visitors have been flocking to Greys
Court since the re-furbished house
opened last year.

During 2010, the first season the house was
open, a total of 85,000 people visited. Since
April of this year many more have come,
keen fo find new delights with each visit.

The National Trust property, on the road
between Sonning Common and Henley,
has been home to only six families since it
was built in the 14th century. It still retains
the impression of a family residence today -
ancient but not grand!

The work of making Greys Court a
comfortable family home was mostly due
fo its last residents, Sir Felix Brunner and his
wife, Lady Elizabeth Brunner.

They bought the estate in 1937, restored
both the house and the gardens and
brought up four sons there — no wonder,
then, the pervading family atmosphere.
Lady Brunner lived to a great age and was
well-known locally for her involvement with
the Women'’s Institute and for being an
enthusiastic marmalade and jam-maker!

This homely theme is continued today.

If you visit, you may have the opportunity
fo watch lace-making, baking and
preserving along with patchwork quilting.
You may even be able to try some of
these crafts yourself.

The attractive gardens are maintained by a
small number of staff and lofs of volunteers.
Sonning Common'’s own Green Gym

group has recently cleared brambles and
bracken from across the estate.

The Chiltern Society has placed gates on
all of the stiles, redrawn the maps and
identified a walking route from Henley to
Greys Court.

A volunteer handyman undertakes routine
maintenance tasks while a considerable
number of local people help in the
gardens, act as room guides, serve in the
shop and on reception.

Property operations manager, Jane
Greenhof, believes Greys Court “provides
enrichment to the community”. In return,
the volunteers receive pre-season training
fogether with two annual social events as a
‘thank you'.

Says Jane: “We encourage people to
engage with the property and it is lovely to
receive fantastic feedback from visitors.”

Laura Gangedeen, the house steward, runs
a history group to record and research the
estate’s history. Memlbers meet every six
weeks and are helping to build the archive
as well as researching certain aspects of
the Greys Court story, including its links with
the drunken monks of the Hell Fire club and
James Bond creator, lan Fleming.

Families are encouraged to visit Greys Court
and there is a range of eight exciting activity
packs to keep children occupied. There is
also a children’s frail around the gardens. The
maze is great fun and when everyone is tired
and hungry, the tea room beckons!

sonningcommon

magazine

TOP LEFT:

M House steward Laura Gangedeen, left,
and Jane Greenhof, property operations
manager, outside the house.

TOP RIGHT:
M The walled garden at Greys Court.

ABOVE:
M The pavement maze at Greys Court.
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your next MoT on
production of this voucher

As Reading’s longest established Vauxhall dealer, we offer unrivalled
levels of customer service and great value for money. In stock, we
have the best selection o
can guarantea wea will nof

w and used Vauxhalls in the area and
[ bea!g_rfn price or choice.

e 'onﬁmonﬂduxhall Sy,

Sonning ﬁnrﬁmun_ﬁar qge Lfd ~
0118.972 2 _._21

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

SHARP BUILDING SERVICES

The local builder for all your building work:

EXTENSIONS
ALTERATIONS
REPAIRS
TILING

Phone Steve on:
07887 986446 / 01189 724880

(o EQSTON wfummn

F'HOPERTYCAHE bomesnx (1)

mstauen |-

* Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician
* Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms
* Landscaping and fencing

0118 947 7738

07717 295679
www.eastonpropertycare.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats

Small Pets -
g

Dog Walking

Puppy Visits

Please call Alison for further information
Tel 0118 9722948 / 07787 114536

c Abbeycrest

‘Nursing Home

Essex Way, Kennylands Road
Sonning Common Reading RG4 9RG Telephone: Reading 0118 972 4414

Full Medical NURSING CARE - 24 Hours a day QUALIFIED and VERY CARING Staff.
Long Term and Holiday Stays — Subject to Availability.

A superbly equipped, centrally heated home with Nurse Call, colour T.V.s etc. in all
bedrooms, lounges, etc.

Abbeycrest has 14 single and double bedrooms to give a maximum of 24 beds.

When you really care about the tender loving care your loved ones deserve please
contact:
MATRON TeLEPHONE: 0118 972 4414 or call in and visit us.

Please make enquiries re. Staff Vacancies to: the Matron on Reading 0118 972 4414




c A R P E T F | T T E R Lﬂ.‘\l’tﬁj (\::f?ul;ILEY GYMNASTICS CLUB

Peppard Road

A i iali Sonning Common
FlttEd carpets & VInyI speclaIISt (Registered Charity No. 1062939)
Underlays & Fixings Supplied # Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
. and dance studio
Re-Adaptions & Restretches # Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels
Measuring Estimating & Planning # General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities
b 4 Pre-School programmes
Carpets ~ Vinyl ~ Amtico ©~ Kamdean # Ballet Classes

¢ Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)
4 Gym Birthday Parties

MICHAEL HODGSON 4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

Dean & Milward

insurance brokers & financial advisers
3 Market Place Mews Henley-on-Thames
Tel: 01491 578259 Fax: 01491 410597

Motor Insurance

It really is worthwhile asking us for a quote

Over 200 happy customers in
Sonning Common.

Instant Professional Save
SERVICE MONEY Milo and Michael Harper
4-,3“"' WG, MEMBER OF
s nc::tw % m ;
1‘_I':u':l::::‘ 3 THE INSTITUTE OF Milo Technical Sl.'lp[l'l]'l't
40‘ ‘fﬁ INSURANCE BROKERS
Wi 0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

OPTIPLAN

bespoke kitchens

We have moved to our new
larger improved showroom at:

Wyevale Hare Hatch
Garden Centre

Bath Road

Hare Hatch

Twyford

Berkshire RG10 95SW

Telephone: 0118 940 6600

Fax: 0118 940 6622
Email:

henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk

Website:
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk

OPENING HOURS
Monday — Saturday
9:00am — 5:00pm
Sundays & Bank Holidays
by appointment only

& 13 Full dis

. e =
ey SRR . «Manufacturer and Retailer — No Middie Men!
E:Jra:'??‘ gafadrb?im%s{md ) *Bring in your own Measurements for an «Kitchens Handmade to Any Size or Colour
e e on-tha-spot Cuote Granite and Corian Worktop Specialists
De Dietrich .-f'-.ppl'rance centre *Project Managed Installation Service « Factory Visits Welcome

) +20 Year Guaraniee on Fumniture Ovwver 17,000 salisfied cusfomers in this area
Bosch Appliance centre established 1984

Displays featuring




WEDNESDAY FRIDAY WEDNESDAY
5 10
THURSDAY SATURDAY
27
MONDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY
%
THURSDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY
15 16
FRIDAY FRIDAY FRIDAY
30 30

FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town centres.
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.

MONDAY
19

28



=

’ Stone

=L y
r Developments
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& extensions, relurbs & painting., decorating
®  Conservalonies o wall & floor tling
& rodding. gullermg o wood & laminate flooning
& soffies, fascias ® ganden miintenence, fencing,
& pew Kitchens, new bathrooms sheds, decking etc
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Free
2ok Estimates

Fed Up With Call Centres

Barrs Insurance
Mark & Helen Richards

Your Local Insurance Brokers
For The Unusual & The Usual

Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance

* House & Contents - Business -« Liabilities

« Travel + Landlords + Professional Indemnity
* Horse « Shops « Sickness / Accident

Commercial / Unusual Vehicle
If It's Not listed We Still Can Help
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome

0178 924 2603

mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
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TANDO&RI

21 Wood Lane
Sonning Common
0118 972 3104 /972 1054

ORI,

Come & Experience authentic
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine

* Fully Air-Conditioned
% Large Groups Catered For
* Open 7 Days a Week

TAKE-AWAY MENU
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

S J HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner

All carpentry work undertaken
MDF built-in furniture a speciality
Quality craftsmanship

Telephone Steve on: 0118 972 3602
Mobile: 07887 653866

S o/nnLn?/ @n/mnto/n g?) wuiy/

12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

* MANICURE - PEDICURE « ORGANIC FACIALS
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS
* WAXING e« LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS
* SPRAY TANNING « MAKE-UP + MASSAGE
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Gift Vouchers Available
Some reduced price treatments available each
week please ring to check availablity




EDS School of Motoring
0118 972 3349 / 0794 057 9018
edsschiooloimotoring@yahoo.co.uk

Creating
good safe
drivers
for life

2 nobleintentions
landscape garden design

Professional
advice, design &
planting for your
garden.

Call Gail Noble
on01189723214 |~

www.noble-intentions.com | | : R

Canine Hydrotherapy Centre

Rehabilitation for pre or post operative/ injury
To improve mobility in the older dog

To improve general condition and fitness
Weight management

To improve mental well-being & quality of life
To increase muscle mass, tone & stamina

Fun! A great way to exercise your dog

Largest pool in the area Fully Insured
Qualified staff NARCH & CHA Registered
Shower and Drying facilities  Recognised by Pet Insurers

\®

Weddi ngs Funexals

_/Uam{—%e:ﬂ.{ g:;rt Bﬂuquefs

WNational & Intexnational Deliveries

.:Im'l‘.lil? ﬂuuf.{.fffd' .L-_"rlfr.li sl _r"ri [4 -'i?t'irr.l! :ﬁr llll'-'n-'l"-'l'l_,l

42 Wood Lane = Sonning Common » RG4 95L
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916

Qe turn (ﬁ::efmﬁa into ﬁﬂwera

Doggy Dips

Doggy Day Care

Home alone is no place for a dog for long periods
of time so at Doggy Day Care we ensure that
your dog has a fun time when you are unable to
be with them. Your dog will be walked, played
with, fed and allowed to curl up for a sleep.

Doggy Behaviour Correction

We offer a one-one service to help you correct
poor and unacceptable behaviour. We have
many years experience in dealing with
behaviour correction so if it’s constant barking,
lead pulling, aggression or some other problem,
call us for a chat or simply pop in to the Centre.

0118 972 4849
Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road * Sonning Common = Reading = RG4 9]T

www.doggydips.co.uk



