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CARPET FITTER

Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist
Underlays & Fixings Supplied
Re-Adaptions & Restretches

Measuring, Estimating & Planning

Carpets Vinyl Amtico Kamdean

MICHAEL HODGSON

TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003

Caversham Aerial Services

TV Aerials Supplied and Fitted.
Poor Reception? Old aerials?
Can't get the new digital channels?

Give us a call - We can help!

Phone 0118 9673596

www.caversham-aerials.co.uk

www.chilternbeauty.co.uk

~Chiltern

\ Beauty

Outstanding Natural Beauty
Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting,
eyebrow shaping, make-up,
Jessica manicures & pedicures,
Aromatherapy facials.

Tel: 0118 9723157
Janet Copp I.LH.B.C
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common

= =D

JEN’S

MOBILE }3
>

HAIRDRESSING
AND

BARBER
SERVIC

WOMEN'S WET CUT £14 C/B DRY £20
CHILDREN'S CUT £5
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE

0/753 253 476

elements

KITCHENS ¢« INTERIORS

Visit our stunning showroom:
; 8b Portman Road, Reading RG30 1EA
Tel 0118 959 9919
www.elementskitchens.co.uk

Property Consultants

Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals

Cross

George Chilvers and Nigel Price Frics

0118 947 4600

www.highmoorcross.co.uk

SONNING COMMON
PRE-SCHOOL -

vy
Ny

GROVE ROAD 4
SONNING COMMON

0118 972 4760

We are a happy friendly pre-school
welcoming children from 2 years

6 months, to come and learn through
play. We have a purpose built building
& extensive play garden.

Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm

a8
Adaim’s Pest Control

Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common

Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes.
Available 7 days a week.

BPCA Qualified and Fully Insured

Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690

www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk
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The 40th anniversary edition of the magazine is a testament o the people . .

) ) i NDP/Police appeal/40th anniversary
over all those years who have invested so much time, effort and energy into ST EER
its production. It has maintained a community news focus and contributes
considerably to the view that so many people frequently mention, ‘Sonning
Common is a friendly and attractive place to live.’ 11 Anniversary pull-out

9 Noticeboard

Ruth Hodgson, who was the first editor of the magazine, stated “we intend the 21 Parish Council news

magazine to be self- supporting through advertising, non-political and non- sectarian 23 Library/Wellies and Wristbands
(in its content). It will be distributed free, every two months, to each house in Sonning
Common.” This first funding came from the Parish council who continue to support the
magazine. Her editorial comment in December 1973 set the context for the ensuing 40 28 Diary dates
years and is broadly the direction in which it has continued. The changes since the early
days provide the focus for the articles in the anniversary section of this edition. Both then
and now it is a fact that the magazine has been supported by a vast number of willing CHAIRMAN - Geoffrey Adams

people who give, generously, their time. From the Magazine Committee to the editorial 1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 91D
team, the distribution manager and her tfeam of deliverers and without all of their email: chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org
support it would not be possible to achieve the aims as set out by Ruth., tel: 0118 972 2134

25 Church news/Brenda Rackstraw

The first article on the first page, began with this quote. “In the past 20 years Sonning DIARY DATES - Helen Barker

Common has changed from a quiet village of about 1,000 inhabitants o a busy 1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG
community of 4,000 people”. Concerns were expressed at that time about the lack of email: helen.barker@tesco.net

community spirit and it was written that “a sense of community can only come from the tel: 0118 972 1241

people who live here, old and new.”
ADVERTISING - John Pearman

Although the expansion, in population and housing, we expect to fake place over the 50 Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT
next few years is not on the same scale, the author of this original comment would be email: advertising@sonningcommonmagazine.org
pleased fo know that there is a good community feel about our local environment. tel: 0118 972 2381 /07794 291776

Let us hope this will continue, the newcomers will be made to feel welcome and the
magazine will continue to play its part in maintaining the community ethos.

DISTRIBUTION MANAGER - Helen Gavin
25 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common, RG4 9TD
Many of our regular pages do not appear in this special edition, but the community email: distribution@sonningcommonmagazine.org
news continues to provide an update, especially the congratulations due to the Viloge tel: 0118 972 4680

Garaeners for their awara. CONSULTANT EDITOR - Ros Varnes

The final wish for this anniversary edition remains JUNIOR EDITOR - Anouska Hawkes
as it has been in every December edition of = cmail:
the magazine. To all our readers, Best wishes . junior_editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org
for a Happy Christrmas and a Healthy 2014. COVER IMAGE
- _punith S Festive Garden by John Pearman
Lona. Fhe
DIANA PEARMAN Editor e Design by:

Email: editor@sonningcommonmagazine.org

ten
= seven

[
Sonning Common Magazine is on sale at the village library in Grove Road for £1.50 nlne -
a copy. Annual subscriptions are available for £15. Contact Geoffrey Adams. Email:
chairman@sonningcommonmagazine.org Phone: 0118 972 2134 bra[ ]d

Magazine contributions may be posted to: " " "
1 Woodlands Road, Sonning Common RG4 91D 1nv1g Oratlon_

WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, THE EDITOR .
AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF ERRORS THAT OCCUR. tensevennine.com

COPY DEADLINE FOR NEXT ISSUE 01 JANUARY 2014
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village flower bbeds

The Village Gardeners were delighted to receive an award
of “outstanding” at the Royal Horticultural Society’s annual
award ceremony held at St Mary Butts on 18 September.

It was the first time that we had entered the competition, so we had
no idea what to expect but our visiting judge Ben Stanesby had been
complimentary when Jill Greenwood and | showed him round the
vilage. He then sent a report “I congratulate the Vilage Gardeners
on what they have achieved and believe that an entry into the

main Britain in Bloom competition is an obvious next step”.

What do you think?

Despite the very wet weather, warm and generous praise was heaped
upon the work done by The Village Gardeners in Sonning Common
by people questioned by Hannah Rice and Joan Grummant.

One new resident Debbie Fleming, of the new bakery ‘Flemings’ in
Wood Lane, thought the village a ‘very welcoming place’ and said
that as a person who had always lived in towns it is a lovely thing
that people give up their time to improve their environment”.

Another resident Margaret Priest said that ‘a great improvement
had been made’ and ‘it makes you proud to live here’. She also
commented on how different it looked and particularly liked the
wheelbarrow arangements.

RUFC Ball raises £7,000 for new clubhouse

In keeping with the magazine, Rotherfield United FC also celebrates a 40th
anniversary this year. One of the celebrations was a fundraising ball in the
lovely setting of Shiplake College Grand Hall on Saturday 25 October.
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Sonya Forbes who has lived in Sonning Common since she was eight,
was with her mother Linda Wright and both thought the phone box
was an ‘unusual” and had noticed the new benches outside the
vilage hall.

Jojo Grour from the Off License felt the front of the property looked
much clearer and neat and that ‘The Village Gardeners had done
a very good job'.

Two very fit walkers were not sure about the phone box but felt
the village was “brighter on gloomy days’ and that volunteers
were ‘marvellous’.

Here are some of the other comments made
by people passing by -

“Very nice - very prefty. Lots of work has gone into it”

“Looks brighter-so much befter -an improvement”

“Brilliant work by volunteers”

“The younger generation seem fo appreciate
what is being done - less vandalism”

“Fabulous —love the bit outside the Village Hall”

“Vandalism has gone down a lot”
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EST. 1973

This was the second ball organised by the club and over 90 parent members had
a great evening with games and an auction run by Lee Williams and Paul Gudge,
who proved again to be able to separate large sums of money from people!

The club chairman, Andy Davies, is stepping down after four years of huge
contribution to the club. He was presented with special service medals for his
efforts, moving RUFC to a new ground and, hopefully, a new clubhouse! B




Town twinning -
our Visit to Evreux

Fun, laughter, and bonhomie were the order of the
day when the Sonning Common Twinning Group set off
for France for the weekend at the end of September.

16 people including 2 young families were wined,
dined and entertained by families in the villages of
Guichainville and St Luc in northern France.

Our arrival on Friday night was heralded with local fare and wine,
followed on the Saturday with exploratory walks round the areq, taking
in markets and the beautiful historic nearby town of Evreux, where
local actors brought the experience alive. A visit o the local Roman

sonningcommon
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dancing and a lot of laughter ended a very enjoyable day.

Organiser Jo Quinton said: “We were delighted by the success of the
trip. With the enthusiasm of the participants concerned, I'm sure this
will furn out to be a long-term venture.”

If you are interested in taking part in the twinning programme, contact

settlerment of Gisacum and the local Salle des Associations for a quiz, Jo: joquinfon@gmail.com

All4one - The Imbumba Foundation
Taking sports and health education

to the African community

On the 12 October the many musical talents of Sonning

Common got together to support village resident Lee Williams

in a fundraising evening at Rotherfield Greys hall. Lee
supports All4One 2013 - a charity in the first stage of a three
year project with the aim of engaging with youth to improve

essential HIV/AIDS and TB awareness and action through sport.

Lee thanks everyone who helped - all the musicians, Oli Rees for
the sound, Sarah Sayer for the great food, and a special thanks
to Paul Gudge for working very hard with him organising the event.

A grand total of £2000 has been raised from the evening which
will go fowards the £100,000 that is the All4One target.

Lee is going o South Africa very soon, along with other groups,
to help with the building of a new health centre, establishing
health education and training staff for the centre. Football and
netball pitches will also e built as part of the project and the
England Netball team is joining them to encourage the girls

o join in the national netoall league.

www.all4oneuk.org/imbumba-foundation.php
www.justgiving.com/Lee-Williams21
www.imbumbafoundation.org

CIUb SC news

6 weeks of music

Readipop is starting 6 weeks of music sessions this
week, which will include a Ukelele Orchestra, Music
Technology and Build a Band. We have teamed
up with Readipop to start this new exciting venture
providing musical opportunities.

New Ultimate Frisbee Youth Club Team
at Club SC

Ultimate Frisbee is a high speed team game where
the aim is to gain possession of the disc in an end
zone by throwing it to receivers.

Club SC enjoyed an exhilarating day out paintballing
courtesy of two local businesses, The Bay Trees Tea
Shop and John Davey Joinery who kindly sponsored
20 youngsters to go on the trip. Young people learnt
important team work and communication skills whilst
having much fun running around Mapledurham
Estate dressed in camouflage and armed with 150
paintballs each.

Please help - funds to buy a new sound system
and to go on another trip in the spring. Email
beckyclubsc@hotmail.co.uk

Chairman elected

Carol Viney was elected Chairman of Club SC
Management Committee at their AGM on
Wednesday 9 October. B



community news

Terrifyingly inspirational...

Steve McGrath has recently taken over as Chair
of Governors at Sonning Common Primary School
from Jackie Million who has been in the driving
seat for the last six years. Steve asked Jackie for
some advice...

I'm not sure if a chat with Jackie Million, my predecessor as chair
of govemors at Sonning Common Primary School, left me feeling
inspired or ferified. Probably a bit of both.

Jackie has been a fixture at the school, on and off, for the past thirty
vears, first as a teacher in the eighties, then as a governor on her
refrement in 2004 and latterly as chair of govemnors for the past six
years, so the knowledge and experience she has built up could be
seen as a little daunting.

“I've always loved the school as it has so much to offer,” says
Jackie. "It's consistently exciting and challenging, has a dedicated
staff who rise to any challenge and there’s always a lot going on.”
Inspirational.

"The govemors are fantastic 100,” she adds, “and have tried

to move with the recent changes. But | do think it's now a huge and
challenging role, and not what a group of volunteers from a few
years ago would have even considered looking at.” Terrifying.

Jackie has worked in seven different schools in her more than

35 years of teaching and school headships, so I'm relieved at least
that she will be staying on fo lend her support and advice as chair of
the curiculum committee, a hugely important role.

“I'm really looking forward fo being part of the feam and focusing on
the areas that | can get my teeth info. There have been many, many
highlights in my time here, and | will always have a special affection
for the school.”

As for what's next, there will certainly be no taking it easy. A member
of the South Chiltern Choral Society, she is looking forward to doing
more singing, as well as retuning to one of her first loves, history.

Of course she'll also be spending more time with her real love, her
husband of 45 years Geoff, along with her two daughters Esther
(whose eldest daughter has just started at the school) and the
Devon-based Lucy.

Jackie's final year as chair coincided with the school’s hugely
successful centenary celebrations, and there are plenty of
challenges to come as the next hundred years starts. “The school is
lucky to have such a committed group of governors, and I'm sure
it will contfinue to go from strength to strength.” And any words of
advice? "Jolly good luck!” says Jackie, with a wry smile.

Terrifyingly inspirational!

Separated families - getting it right for children at Christmas

Christmas is a time for families but for many separated families it resurrects the

sense of loss of the “perfect family“ that is no longer.

Single parents work hard all year at parenting apart but one event that can
somehow create the most angst is ... Who gets to have the kids Christmas Day!

Look up their good advice

Berkshire Family Mediation
01189571159
www.berkshirefamilymediation.org.uk
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Neighlbourhood Development Plan
/7th pupblic meeting in consultation series

On Friday 11 October the NDP team
hosted an evening presentation in

the Village Hall, to an audience of 52
residents, landowners and various parish
and district councillors. John Howell,

Conservative MP for Henley also attended.

This meeting, the seventh in the series of
consultations with villagers since April 2012,
focussed on three important topics Traffic

& Parking (Craig Henderson), Character

of Sonning Common village (Jeff Bishop —
Consultant to the NDP) and, thirdly, the
Options selected by residents for the location
of future homes and associated facilities
(Leigh Rawlins).

Following the meeting 41 aftendees gave
written responses to a questionnaire which
included traffic and parking and street lighting.
The majority suggested that parking and traffic

issues warranted further attention and investment,

while existing street lighting was deemed to be

Police appedal

Sonning Common’s Police
Community Support Officer, Colin
Boyes, is appealing to people to
park considerately, taking into
account their neighbours’ rights of
access to their properties.

He said: “Tensions have been rising
recently among residents and | am often
called in fo examine disputes over parking.
Many problems could be avoided if
neighbours parked considerately and
spoke directly with one another over any
issues of concern.”

sufficient with many expressing concerns that
increased lighting would detract from the rural
character of the village.

The questionnaire also asked for views on:

a) The proposed spread of development
between locations in the North and South
of the village - (27 agreed, 10 disagreed,
4 undecided);

b) The proposal of ‘simple grassed Amenity
Green space’, possibly on SON 1 (opposite
Old Copse Wood) - (30 agreed, 5 disagreed,
6 undecided);

c) The proposal of a sports field with pitches
and scope for a new Community/Sports Halll,
possibly located on SON 3 (Memorial Hall field
opposite Chiltern Edge School) — 22 agreed,
15 disagreed, 4 undecided).

On 16 November, 150 residents attended
another public meeting which was held at the
village hall. The display board ‘walk through’
presentation told the ‘story so far’.
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A view of the 40th anniversary of the magazine, as illustrated by
lan Troup. Enjoy the Ruby edition pullout section on page 11 =



Pranic Healing -
what’sit all about?

Pranic Healing is a simple, yet powerful and
effective system of non-touch energy healing
developed by Master Choa Kok Sui. It is based Oa k ' Grove

on the principle that the body is capable of Garden Services

healing itself from many different physical and LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT)
emotional imbalances. It isperformed in the FENCING * TURFING * PATIOS * HEDGING
bio-plasmic energy body that surroundsthe WATER FEATURES
physical body also known as the aura. The healer .
increases the body's ability to heal itself by James Watkms
making more life energy available for it to use. ‘Oak Grove' = 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH
Telephone: 0118 972 2659

A treatment lasts around 45 minutes and is
suitable for any age and any ailment.

Please see my website or call me for more
information on the number below.

PEPPARD FIRST CHOICE FOR

soome serres THE PROFESSIONAL
S ‘FREE LOCAL DELIVERY

» Competitive Trade « Bricks/Blocks
Pricing /Aggregates
_ * Bulk Bags o Trade Shop
« Specialist Insulation e Plenty of Parking

Stockists « Web Offers!
« Indian Sandstone

T
f__ - -:lr.r'./i'_-"-'ff:‘___/"r'.i"f/‘ﬁ-r'rﬂf

36 Churchill Crescent RG4 9RX
07736 298206
www.ukpranic-healing.co.uk
sjpranichealing@gmail.com

Call 0118 972 2028 / Sat Nav RG4 8XA “Terms and

Conditions

Visit www.peppardbuildingsupplies.com apply

Computer Problems?

Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected?

Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades,
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning,
Networking, Broadband and much more.

Call Robin Piercey

at Influential Computers on

01491 680036

or visit www.influentialcomputers.com

Q_uahn' Care Dedicated Team

" G RAH AM S Painting & Decorating — Fascias & Soffits A
+ All aspects of general dentistry

- ’ : M AINTENANCE Door & Window Fitting — Plumbing | ¥ |
Teeth whitening and cosmetics
i Fitted Bathrooms — Floor & Wall Tiling — Fencing & Decking

t NHS for hildren & doyenean Wood & Laminate Flooring— Sheds Supplied & Fitted

fu ll-ti me n'illlll dilon Garden Maintenance — Guttering & Flat Roofing etc...

+ Affordable payment plans FREE ESTIM ATES 0118 972 3114

| Irl"n'!l"ll.i.- opcning Fimes
i = Byways Dental

; i
1”'."“1" [ree car parking Practice

=« Cellirgs « Walls = Dry Lining « Rendering
sPebsble Dashing «Patch Repalr Work

Call Jamie on 01189 242861

Or Email : Jleox-plastering dhotmailicoluk

Main St. Checkendon, RGE OS5P
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exmminations

= Full contact lens service

= Free spees for children

= Extensive range of
designer frames

= Main agent for Zclss
and Rodenstock lenses

Free parking

01 18 947 2099

waw. robinjames.co.uk

ALLARFAS COVERED

e Chureh S Cavershoam, Reading {opposite Waatrose)

BONNER LOCKSMITHS

INSURANCE APPROVED
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED,
CHANGED OR UPGRADED (ssas21)

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES
DIGITAL LOCKS« BARS

FREE NO GBLIGATII'JH QUOTE
CALL OUT SERVICE

FLiL :'IEI.\T1.I| 1[4
(1491 680216 |I:I:.|‘:';I\Il1rhll:l
CHFW‘-‘- Fll HOUSE IESEYRGT

Beech Lane, RGE OPX » Woodeote Nr. Reading
ProrricTor: 5. ). Boxyer

¢ | ocal, Reliable, Honest, Experienced Contractor
¢ Estd. over 30 years
e All electrical works undertaken including: new

Wisepower

T. 07810798798 /0118 972 2767
E. wisepower@btinternet.com
W. wisepowerelectricalcontractors.co.uk

ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS LIMITED

4 Mullens Terrace, Chazey Heath, Reading, RG4 9ES

Customer Satisfaction our Priority

build, extensions, re-wires. outside/garden works

e Small or large works

¢ Test and inspect
¢ Fire alarms

" ™
T ERE 155 EE.“
APPROVED pomestic 7
CONTRACTOR msTALLer ==

Oxfordshire Schools and NHS Trust Approved Contractor.

Tel: 0118 972 33 80

Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT
www.kidbys.co,uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02

Want to look and feel great!!
Try Pilates — controlled, yet gentle exercise

Classes in Sonning Common area
Including Ante and Post Natal

Maondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays
Beginners and Intermediates
Max 12 in Group (6 In Pregnancy classes)
Private sessions also available

Christine Brook — Member of Body C
Ring 07789 717017 or email chr
Wabsite at www.timedg

ntral B

/| CURTAINS,
BLINDS, PELMETS,
TIE BACKS ETC.

ALL AT COMPETITIVE
PRICES

CALL CAROLINE ON
0118 954 2448
OR

0781 561 0007

A e

= 0118 972 3930
i~ 94 PEPPARD ROAD

SONNING COMMON

10% OFF wWITH THIS VOUCHER
CHILDREN'S PLAYROOM
CUT-€12 OMNE GRADE -9 TWO GRADES -£10
CUT & BLOW DRY -£13 CHILDREN UNDER 10 -£9
CHILDREN 10 TO 16 - £11
SEMIOR CITIZEN - £E8 RESTYLE - £15
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SPECIAL CHRISTMAS
STORYTIME AT THE LIBRARY
saturday 21 December 10am
Christmas stories & crafts for under 10s
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awn bowling?
Pepparg Bowls meet behind the
Memoriq| Hall on Gallowstree Road
Mondcys and Thursdays at 1.30pm
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and some helpf
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Contact Jenny, Membership Secretary

on0118 924 2617
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Itis Something oyr vilage doesn’t have. ..
For everyone, Whatever their leve| of falent
Motivate Yourself even jt You are q totq) beginner

People can learn from one another
A club woulg be
local talent with

exhibitions and Competitions and
Perhaps to rqi

se funds for local goog causes
Day andj/or Evening?
Perhaps not just pqi
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T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING

Call My Driver

o o g system upgrade &
Friendly & Reliable
Taxi Service .
Based in Sonning Common «No call o-ut charge -Free estimates « Fully msured

225032

07796 688477 | | A=

Shaun Guard SwART BLNGS & SHuTTERS Lo
TV AERIAL SERVICES —
}& llh
dllﬂ

(& Poor Reception Solved - Aeridls repaired & supplied
(& TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned

Family run business that cares  Fantastic range of samples
All made to your exact needs Free quotation & fitting

(O Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!)
(& Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV

Call HenIeY'on Thames 01491 699114 Why are we so different? Because we love what we do!

A part Of £ OXFORD AERIALS Showroom: 118 Henley Road, Caversham, RG4 6DH

www.smartblinds.org

7 0118 950 9449

Family Hairdressing | | DK Builders
Daren Kilroy

any age & any style

...and all in the comfort of your BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS,
GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC

Ring Maureen on OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE

CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745

0118972 1074 ona 3755407
Mr FixiT @ gunningplumbing.com

« plumbing + heating + gas -

Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything!
A et e | UL DOMESTCPLUNBING, HEATNG & GAS WORY
® & & Hesnes INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES

Woodwork, Glazing.

Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration
' CAVERSHAM BASED

for older properties.

Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. GAE Sﬁ;FE REstTERED ENG'NEER

Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA
Hedge and Tree Cutting.

Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance CALL ANDREW ON 07815 304 931

No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates " 3
www.gunningplumbing.com

07752 759908
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Jill Kendal - 1990 to 2003

Jillis Sonning Common Magazine’s longest
serving editor. She and her family moved

to Sonning Common in 1975. Her husband
had a new job in Beaconsfield and chose
Oxforshire as they wanted their three daughters
educated in a comprehensive system. Jill
taught at Sonning Common Primary from

1972 to 1994, working her way through the
year groups from Years 1 o Year 6.

Recalling how she became editor of Sonning
Common Magazine, Jill says: *I had my arm
twisted by the then chairman.” She took on
the role despite already being heavily involved
with village life, as chair of Adult Education, a
member of Chiltemn Players and as a coach
for the local hockey club.

Dec 1973 Jan 1975

to May 1975

Jun 1975
to Mar1977

OVER

years

Jill remembers having to retype most of

the information that was contributed. When
she was editor, for the first time copy was
emailed to the then printer/publisher, Canhill of
Caversham. She reflects: "It always seemed
o be done in a rush and we could not
send photos. The covers were stencils, often
repeated on several editions and it was
printed in black and white as we couldn't
afford coloured copies.” An exception was
made in 2000, to celebrate the millennium
with colour on the covers.

She feels the adverts are very important and
help local fradespeople. During her editorship
the adverts were fixed for one year and
formed half of the magazine, the other half
being editorial. Jill assigned the pages and
the designer changed the font. "It was not

a sophisticated process,” she comments.
“What | like about the current magazine is the
community news, the noticeboard information
and the Parish Council page as it is now such
an active council, which is making a real
difference to the village. ®

Natalie Ruiz-Moreno - 2003 to 2009

Natalie, the second longest serving editor,
took over from Jill and says: "It was a hard

role to fill.” However she enjoyed being editor
although it was a labour intensive tfask, as she
received mostly written or copied material for
inclusion. She did write bits and piece, took the
magazine from black and white to colour and

N7

May 1977 Sep 1977

to Mar 1978

Sep 1978
to Mar 1979

z
|
Sl

infroduced photography. She also had some
regular contributors. In her time there was quite
a strong committee influence and she now
thinks the editor role is a bit more independent.

Natalie was bom and grew up in the village,
attended the primary school and Chiltern
Edge before going on to university. She

now works as a Business Development and
Marketing Manager for the accountancy firm
Grant Thornton UK and lives in Winnersh.

When she visits her Mum and Dad in Sonning
Common she always tries to read the current
magazine and says: "It is great fo see how well
the magazine has evolved and its production
using a professional creative agency, gives it a
good edge especially the use of photography
fo enhance sfories.” B

Aug 1979
to Apr 1981

Jun 1981
to Apr 1982
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Ros Varnes — 2009 fo 2011

Ros came to live in the village from Sussex
some seven years ago, with her husbband

(a pilot based at Heathrow) and their two
small children. Having been made fo feel so
welcome, Ros decided that she wanted to
make a contribution fo the community.

Ros’ background as a frained journalist,

with experience of developing magazines,
gave her some ideas for improving Sonning
Common Magazine. After a few prompts
from family and friends, Ros suggested she
might be interested in the editor’s role, which
had become vacant. In a meeting with the
committee Ros outlined how she would like
fo redesign and re-launch the magazine.
Fortunately for the village, the committee liked
her ideas and gave her the job.

Many of the changes were structural, including
the infroduction of defined sections such as In
Focus, Community News and the Noticeboard.
Tom Fort’s popular column was also introduced
while a contents’ page was added to make
the magazine more easily navigable.

Ros’ intention was o make the magazine,
“much more community focussed, to
ensure everyone knew what was going on
and to conduct interviews with local people
for flavour and colour. This new bright and

Oct 1985
fo Apr 1987

Jun 1982
to Oct 1983

Dec 1983
to Aug 1985

aftractive magazine signalled another
change in its long history.

Of the anniversary of the magazine'’s
inception, Ros says: "I have great respect and
admiration for anyone who has volunteered

o help with the magazine. To have kept it
going for over 40 years and enabled its steady
evolution is a fribute to all of those many;,
many people”. M

Diana Pearman - 2012 to ...

As the current editor, | have the good fortune
fo be the one in post on its 40th anniversary.

| inherited the easiest job of any editor since
1973. Ros had set up the tempilates for each
page with our graphic designer Kevin Taplin
and communication now is entirely via email.

The editorial feam, which starfed when Ros
was editor, has been extended and makes
an enormous contribution fo the variety of the

copy in the magazine. Their range of ages and

inferests means that we are able to hamess
information from all aspects of village life.

This last point is crucially important on two
counts. The first is that we now have slightly
fewer advertising pages, which means that
we are able to produce more editorial. This
has been well received by readers and does

appear to encourage further contributions. The

second point is that my husband John and |

Jun 1987
to Aug 1990

Oct 1990
to Oct 2003

Dec 2003
to Aug 2009

are newcomers to the village, having only lived
here for four years, so have limited knowledge
of the villoge activities.

Sonning Common is our seventh home and
by far the best move for us. This area was
chosen as we have many friends and family
within close proximity and were aftracted

by the services and facilities in the village.
Coincidentally when the magazine was ‘bomn’
we were living not far away in Earley, Reading.

John is the advertising manager for the
magazine and has been since 2010. This
hustbband and wife team of advertising
manager/edifor has occurred twice in the
40-year history of the magazine, in the 80s with
Graham and Brenda Damp and now with us. ll

Brenda Damp - 1982 to 1983

Brenda and Graham Damp moved from
Peppard to Sonning Common in 1960
and lived in the village for nearly 40 years.
Because of ill health Graham had to retire
from his post as an Assistant Director of the
Post Office at the age of 50.

They were both involved with the magazine
from early days and Brenda recalls: "It was
printed on the Roneo machine by Graham
and Mr. North. | helped with the typing of the
stencils and we and a lot of other villagers
helped to assemble the pages and staple
them together under the direction of Petfra
North. It took a lot of time and effort!” |
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to Dec 2011

Feb 2012
fo ...
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SOME THINGS
neveyr change

By ROS VARNES

Sonning Common Magazine
may be 40-years-old this
month and the village may
be 40 years older than il
was at the launch of the
magazine but some of the
issues that were concerning
residents in the pasl are
still bothering them today.
Indiscriminate parking,
particularly at junctions,
dog poo, traffic problems...
We’re still suffering!

Here we look back at some of
the issues of the past to find
that they are still present
today. Perhaps the future
will bring a change.

PARKING

Letter from William Gittings, Sonning
Common Parish Council general
purposes committee, in the February
1993 edition.

Parking - please help

The parish council have received a
number of protests about indiscriminate
parking of vehicles right on the comer
of Wood Lane and Woodlands Road

by people shopping at Gateway
supermarket. And the problem has
increased since the extended opening
hours of the shop.

The maijority of sensible motorists in the
area can see the obvious dangers to
pedestrians and fraffic at this busy cormer.

However, there are a minority of
inconsiderate vehicle owners who carry on
this law-breaking practice every week, and
ignore the Highway Code rules on parking
at junctions.

Although essentially a local police matter,
we are appealing for a common sense
approach by all drivers on this issue
before there is an accident which we

will all regret.

Surely walking a few dozen extra yards
is no real hardship and a small price to
pay for the safety of fellow residents of
this parish.

Thank you.

Response from Francis M Andrews in the
following edition (April 1993).

| welcome the letter from William Gittings
in your February issue, and | hope that

this letter will be effective in improving the
present bad habits of parking at the Wood
Lane/Woodlands Road junction.

Could | draw your atftention to the equally
serious problem of parking at the junction
of Sedgewell Road with the busy B481,
the Peppard Road? It has become
common for drivers to park on each side
of Sedgewell Road - a practice which itself
produces difficulties - but also it is now
common for cars and vans to stop in the
Peppard Road so that the line-of-sight for
those seeking to join or leave the road is
obstfructed.

Since, despite the 30mph limit, traffic

moves very quickly on the B481, and since
there is an increase of traffic density in that
road, inconsiderate parking at this junction
must greatly increase the risk of accidents.
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DOG FOULING
Note from the parish council, June 1993
edition.

The parish council has received a letter of
complaint from the health centre about
the problem of dogs fouling the footway
in Sibella Way. This is a long-standing
problem in certain parts of our village. The
parish council can provide a free issue

of poop scoopers, which are available
from the clerk at the village hall office on
Monday momings. Please make use of
this service. We hope the contents of the
letter below, coming from the medical
profession, will deter dog owner offenders
and that common sense will prevail and
this on-going problem can be resolved.

Letter from Dr Andrew Burnett, Sonning

Common Health Centre, 11 March 1993.

Dog fouling in Sibella Way

| have been concerned to notice over the
last few weeks the amount of dog fouling
in Sibella Way. Almost every day there is a
new patch of dog mess.

The path is used by children and their
parents on their way fo and from school
and while | am sure it is only one or two
inconsiderate dog owners who are the
cause of the problem, | wonder if the
parish council would consider erecting
notices at either end of Sibella Way
reminding dog owners of their obligations.

From the medical point of view, dog
faeces carry a number of tfransmissible

diseases, the most notable of which,
Toxocara, causes several hundred cases
of eye damage in the UK each year.
From the social point of view, dog mess
on shoes is simply unpleasant.

Extract from parish council notes,
December 1983 edition.

A further item was raised by Major Bush
who stated that, despite there being a
bye-law relating to the fouling of footpaths
by dogs, which had been mentioned in
the village magazine in its last publication,
the problem was getting worse and he
was getting constant complaints. [Aside
from the writer]: (Possible coincidence but
48 hours later | was myself clearing dog
excreta from outside my own front gate!!)

Letter from the trustees of SCOMIT, who
administer the Millennium Green, April
2003 edition.

The trustees of SCOMIT, who administer
Kennylands Millennium Green, are fed up
with dog owners who do not clear up after
their dogs. They have put up polite notices
saying that dogs’ mess offends other
people, but the nuisance has contfinued.

A box containing ‘Whoopsi’ bags and
plastic bags has been installed at the
main entrance to the Green. If you do not
already pick up your dog’s mess you may
use these bags to do so.

If you feel unable to clear up your dog’s
mess would you please not use the field.
Clean up or stay away!

FACILITIES FOR YOUNG PEOPLE

Letter from Bob Holcombe, December
1983 edition.

In recent months great interest has been
shown by young people regarding the
possibility of establishing a BMX track in
Sonning Common.

An enquiry has been made of the
Bishopswood Recreational Trust to
ascertain if enough space would be
available there. If suitable ground was
available | anticipate that a working party
would be formed to plan and execute the
necessary work.

The matter has been discussed with the
parish council and it is hoped that their
support will be forthcoming.

Notice in the April 2003 edition.
Who's for skateboarding?

There is the possibility of a skatelboarding
ramp being constructed on the unused
area of scrub and dead elm trees atf the
lower edge of Bishopswood recreation
ground. It will be accessible from
Woodlands Road and footpath no.5.

Green Gym members are clearing the
site at present and it is hoped that with
the approval of the parish council and
practical help from volunteers, young and
old, including those with construction skills,
a safe ramp could be produced.

Already some teenagers from Chiltern
Edge Youth Club have volunteered.

(Forty years down the line and we might
be closer to realising that dream with
the current, concerted efforts by the
parish council and community to build a
skatepark at Bishopswood). |
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FROM GESTETNER TO

By CHRISTINE ATKINSON

We wantled lo produce a
really special part in the
40th anniversary magazine
Lo celebrate how much the
magazine has changed since
il first started. Numerous
editors have changed and
redesigned the way it is
presented, and over 40
years the whole world of
printing and publication of
printed maltter has changed
dramatically. From the huge
broadsheets that were first
produced in the world of
newspapers, lots of us are
now reading digital versions
on compulers, tablels and
phones - making news very
transportable.

Our own Sonning Common magazine has
also come a long way from its beginnings
being produced in the hall at the back of
Kidmore End church. It is now in glorious
colour on lovely shiny paper and the
whole thing is sent fo the printing company
through the airwaves via the magic of

the internet!

Technology and printing can be a really
boring subject to read about, so | have
fried to make it a little lighter!

Back in 1973 there was no village hall

nor any photocopiers as we know them
today. The “team’ borrowed an old
small Gestetner duplicator, which was a
forerunner to the photocopier, and hired
the hall behind Kidmore End Church to
produce the first magazine. They had
managed to get £50 from the parish
council 1o buy paper, ink, staplers and other
requisites. Roy Cheeseman did a drawing
of Widmore Pond which was used as the
front cover.

Each page was laid out, adverts
completed and then retyped onto stencils
which were wrapped around a drum. The

desktop

paper was then fed through against the
drum, and ink forced onto the paper. It
was a very long and messy process! On
Sunday moming, 9am, 1st December
1973, John Goodwin and Tony Compton
went to the hall with all the equipment
ready to print. They loaded the paper

in the machine and turned it on. The
drum went spinning round and round,
and...blank paper came out!...they had
forgotten to put the ink in!

By 1pom they had printed the front cover!
They were learning by trial and error how to
manage the machine, but it took TWELVE
DAYS to finish printing! The next day was
spent cleaning the spilt and splattered

ink from the wallls and floor of the church
hall. There followed another three days of
collating and stapling 15000 pages into
1500 copies to distribute.

We have moved on incrementally from
those first copies. In 2000 all 6 special
millennium copies had colour on the front
covers, and in 2006 the first full colour
copies were produced. Strangely we
found no mention of this historic event
within that first colour copy — you would
have thought it would have been worth a
mention!

Now, in 2013, 40 years on, the magazine
articles are produced on computers, sent
to the editor via email and fransferred to
the designer on a magic memory stick.
The designer compiles the magazine,
forwards it all fo the printer and it is
delivered back in boxes. No ink, no
stencils, no mess, no handwriting — the



only pens involved are used highlighting
grammar and spelling errors during the
proof reading before final printing. Issues
are also available to read on the internet
at www.sonningcommonmagazine.org
SO even when you have moved away
from our lovely village you can still read all
about it! The magazine is full of colour now
and each month has a different band of
colour across the front cover.

The editorial team do try to make the
material all relevant, interesting, useful
and, hopefully, sometimes amusing — and
it still takes time to pull it all together.

So if any of you reading this would like
to offer an article, or some time 1o help,
please send a message to editor@
sonningcommonmagazine.org. |

sonningcommon

magazine
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The poweyr

QTISING

By JO STOVES

Since its beginnings

40 years ago, Sonning
Common magazine has been
sustained and supported
by its advertisers. During
this time the divide between
advertising and editorial
space has been roughly
50:50 and the adverts have
largely funded production
coslts; although grants from
the Parish Council have been
gratefully accepted.

Delving through the magazine archives the
advertisements fell their very own history

of Sonning Common and its surounding
villages. Lloyds Pharmacy may recently
have traded as Carsons but prior to that it
was Hibberts, a shop Bradlbeers Provisions
in Baskerville Road was advertising as a
“High Class Grocer” in the 1970's, Peppard
Building Supplies and Garden Centre was

then situated in Blounts Court Road and
in the 1990's The Grouse and Claret at

Kingwood Common was still frading as a
“characterful pub and restaurant”.

Early adverts were simple. They were
produced using a typewriter, the odd

one or two were even handwritten, and
were often for family run, local businesses.
Some were very simply and to the point:-
“Anne Devlin, Hair Stylist, 23b Wood Lane,
Sonning Common, Kidmore End 3336”
whilst others provided comprehensive lists
of services. But, the advent of computers
and desk top publishing changed all that.
Although still produced in black and white,
adverts boasted crisper text and included
company logos and line drawings. More
recently, the use of full colour has enabled
the publication of the professional adverts
we see in the magazine today.

Through all these changes to style, Peppard
Building Supplies and Kidbys have loyally
continued to advertise. They appeared

in the first edition and they maintain their
profile in the local area by continuing fo
advertise foday. Among others, Heath

and Watkins and the Fish and Chip

Shop have also been regular advertisers
over the years. Another interesting
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observation is that in the early days the
advertisers were small businesses and in
more recent times, the predominance is
towards sole fraders.

Whilst working on this piece | spent some
time with one of the stalwart supporters

of village life, Judy Pitson. Judy joined the
magazine committee in the '80s and was
the Advertising Manager from 2005-2010.
She said "l thoroughly enjoyed my time in
advertising. | dealt with some very nice
people and, sometimes we even had a
waiting list for space”. She also wished the
magazine “every success for the future”.

So, whether your adverts be large or small,
we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all past
and present advertisers. Doubtlessly your
businesses have benefitted from advertising
and will continue to do so. Thank you for
your support of the magazine; we certainly
couldn’t produce one without you. i
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Iﬂﬁam&ﬂm o
An Accountant That Will Save You Tim
& Paper Work

Excwllent custdmer service & free infial osnsultation

+ Sall-Assessments = Corparation Tax Returms

Calt 1 1B 722611

= Accountt
Email: Kelth Jeffenesdicilimated. couk

« Bargamsess Advice

CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING
Adhesive / Grout / Trims Supplied

Floor Levelling & Plastering
Free Estimates & Advice
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003

COLLINS, DRYLAND
& THOROWGOOD LLP
SOLICITORS

12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU

Please contact Mrs Wendy Holmes
(formerly of our Sonning Common Office)

Telephone: 01491 572323

email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk

St Michaels Church Hall

(rear of & Michaels Church, Peppard Road)
Available to hire daytime & evenings
at competitive rates
A light and airy hall with excellent
facilitiesincl. chairs, tables, kitchen,
updated toilet facilities and car park
Contact Sarah Woodage 07885 468959

Email: puppylovedonny@hotmail.co.uk

THAMES VALLEY GYMNASTICS CLUB

Bird Wood Court

Peppard Road

Sonning Common

(Registered Charity No. 1062939)

# Modern Gymnastics facility with “state of the art” equipment
and dance studio

4 Elite/Competitive squad coaching to Regional/National levels

# General Gymnastics classes for Boys/Girls - all ages/abilities

# Pre-School programmes

4 Ballet Classes

4 Play Gym for the Under 5s (Tuesday & Thursday a.m.)

# Gym Birthday Parties

4 Room for hire

For further information, please call in or telephone
Kevin Cassidy, Club Manager, on 0118 972 4401

GIRL POWER
Female Electrician
Local — Honest — Reliable

please call Jess 07878 507749 | NAPIT
for all vour electrical needs | G

WEE-COT SEATIN G

Upholstery, Loose Covers, Replacement
Cushions, Chair Caning, French Polishing

& Furniture Repairs
LIZANNE SMITH TEL: 0118 972 4560

SPRUCE M AINTENANCE SERVICE

For all your property maintenance requirements:
*Decorating - inside and out
*Paper Hanging
¢Carpentry - including door easing & hanging

*Wall & Floor Tiling & Slicone Renewal
*Plumbing - leaking taps etc.

*Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design

*Hedge Cutting & Planting

Pass on your TO DO list
ROB SMITH Tel: 0118 972 4560
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THE BUTGHERS ARMS

«  TRADITIONAL ENGLISH PUB READING
1L 0118 972 1490

AT THE BUTEIEHS ARMS,
SONNING COMMON

CHRISTMAS MENU NOW
AVAILABLE
251" November to 24th December

CAROLS WITHNOTTAKWIRE
Saturday 14" December 6pm

LIVE MUSIC

Saturday 21tDecember 8til Late

NEW YEARS EVE PARTY
8til Late
Ticket Only

FOR MORE DETAILS OR
SEE OUR WEBSITE

SNORE ; Set in an idyllic village location, our
R .4 small, friendly pre-school creates a
Zy very special enviranment for children
A * puided by a team of highly qualified,
.t _ caring staff. Please contact us for details.
A et
5oL

With excellent links to ey |
Kidmore End Primary School Il &
and only 5 minutes from L
Caversham, Sonning Common,
Feppard and Emmer Green,

registrar®@keps.co.uk T

G};aham Blake

UTﬂZS

ing

Loose Covers Conservatory Blinds

Curtains Quilted Bedspreads
Re-upholstery Tracks & Poles
Carpets Plantation Shutters

TEN YEAR GUARANTEE
For personal, helpful service, please telephone

01844 261 769
07802 213 381
www.grahamblake.com
Established Family Business

wood lane dentistry

Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc

Richard McQuillan BDS
Your local family friendly practice
Routine general dentistry
Affordable dental plans with Denplan \1
Children seen on the NHS "
Tooth whitening
Cosmetic dentistry and Implants !

Ample free parking
. Denplan

Now taking on new patients
Saturday and evening appointments available
Wood Lane Sonning Common Reading Berkshire RG4 9SJ

HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ...

www.woodlanedentistry.co.uk  Telephone 0118 9722626

Stafford & Son o :'-i

Local Garden & Building

Maintenance Services AT

Ancleew Staffond

Urifernig services inall aspects of garden and
gronnds mamtesinee, be i lazge or small, in-

cluding hedge and tree work:

Fencing, landscaping, pressure washng and

generil ground works
Mone: 01487 642 181
Tntzruor and exterior bidlding maimtenance,
: Mo, 07509 920 157
mcluding gunier repairs | cleanng and handy o/ =

AN FErviee

PODIATRY CLINIC

Professional treatment & advice for your feet
Contact
Heidi Snookes-Owen
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST

B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S.
HPC REGISTERED

0118 972 4742

PICTUREFRAMING
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP
Waork carvied out for local gallery
Complete framing service
Canvases stretched

Mounts cut for existing frames
Old photographs restored
Local collection/delivery

B Contact Colin 'H“:zni ﬂ'llﬂ 9'."2 2075
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Following the resignation of Linda Collison in August, the post of deputy parish clerk was advertised. We had an excellent response from eleven
applicants, from whom we selected a shortlist. Three candidates were asked to complete a task and were then inferviewed in some depth
in early October. The appointment panel finally decided to offer the post to Mrs Ros Vames and we are delighted that she has accepted.

Ros is well known in the village, particularly for her very effective leadership of the campaign to obtain the best possible provision for the
library in the light of county council cuts. Her appointment will support and strengthen even further the work of the council.

Profile: Councillor Colin Reynolds

| decided to become a parish councillor, as | was approaching
retirement, so that | could put more into the community.

I am now involved with the Neighbourhood Development Plan
(NDP) working party, the council’s planning committee and the
village’s youth club committee.

It's a lot of work but it is very rewarding,
particularly to be involved with helping
to plan the long-term housing future of
Sonning Common through the NDP.

One of the key issues | am focusing on is
the provision of bus services for Sonning
Common residents. | would like to see a
better bus service to Henley as well as to
Watlington, Wallingford and Oxford. M

£1600 for FISH

The parish council was very pleased to agree a donation of
£1600 towards the new FISH bus, covering the cost of the tail lift
for disabled and wheelchair passengers. Councillor Kedge said:
“Councillors and residents much appreciate the very valuable,
key contribution FISH makes to the life of our village.” B

Community support from One-Stop

The parish council is extremely grateful for the One-Stop store’s
positive involvement in the life of our community.

One-Stop has donated £200 towards the skate park fund;
raised an additional £100-plus for the skate park

through counter collections;

and made a generous

donation of wine to the village’s

charity lunch, which raised £500

for the skate park and £110 for

the Village Gardeners. B

CONTACTING THE PARISH COUNCIL

News in Brief

Volunteers for the snow plan please

The parish council is resurrecting its snow plan for coping with
the winter weather season. Last year a number of residents
volunteered to help clear snow from key routes, which made a
huge difference to the smooth running of the village. Volunteers
who can provide access to heavy machinery, such as tractors,
are particularly welcome. To join the snow plan team this year
contact: Councillor Ditk Jones on 07764 407621.

Widmore Pond

The long-awaited sign detailing the history of Widmore Pond

has been installed. It contains information on the history of the
pond from the late 17th century onwards and includes specially-
commissioned paintings by Kennylands Road resident Margaret
Fieldhouse. Councillor Tom Fort said: “We hope very much that
people will stop and take the time to learn more about this
valuable community asset.”

Skate park

More than £1,000 has been raised towards the skate park
fund by a toy sale, the annual lunch and village quiz.

All of the events took place in the village hall in September.

Grant for the Village Gardeners

The parish council has awarded a £750 grant to the Village
Gardeners to help with their excellent work of brightening
up the village environment.

CCTV cameras in place

The parish council has installed CCTV cameras to provide
coverage of the car park behind the Co-operative store
and the village hall area.

Disabled access

Oxfordshire County Council has lowered two sets of kerbs
at either end of Lea Road to improve access for disabled
people and those with pushchairs. B

New bus shelter

The parish council has persuaded Oxfordshire
County Council to fund, supply and install a
much-needed new bus shelter for the residents
of Essex Way and Abbeycrest. B

For all matters please contact Philip Collings, Parish Clerk on 0118 972 3616 or email clerk@sonningcommonparishcouncil.org.uk

This page has been paid for by the Parish Council.



Common Sense Nutrition
Practical advice, tailored to your needs

Weight Issues
Dietary Review
Food Allergy/Intolerances
IBS
Pregnancy and Child Nutrition
Meal Planning
Shopping Advice

Tel: 0776 1783034
Email: zoehorsepool@hotmail.co.uk
Website: www.commonsensenutrition.co.uk
Zoé Horsepool BSc, ANutr

TOMALIN & SON
Funeral Directors

EEIETd A Family Owned Funeral Service
=

Tel:(01491) 573370

ANDERSON HOUSE
38 READING ROAD
HENLEY-ON-THAMES
RG9 1AG

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans g

E JJC Electrical Services Limited
[ =S AR

Sonning Common Electrician
Jerry Cole
Telephone: 07834 346 487
E-mail: jicelecservitd@tiscali.co.uk
Website: www.jjcelecservitd.co.uk

* Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires ELEC g.s"-u

* New installation work

« Fuse board changes
* Lighting advice and installation T T

Computer repairs

Specialist in home-user & small business support:
Virus removal, slow computer, data backup,
data recovery, booting problems, hardware diagnosis

Over 10 years experience

0759 898 3292 jason@millwardit.co.uk

millwardit.co.uk

TOMALIN & SON
Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

For more information, contact

Tel:(01491) 573370

£40 John Lewis Voucher
or
£40 Donation to Sue Ryder Care

with each plan taken out on production of this advert

Golden Charter

Funeral Plans g

Tai chi for Health

Kidmore End War Memorial Hall,
Reades Lane, Sonning Common

Tuesdays (Term time)

9.30-10.30 - Improvers
10.45-11.45 - Beginners

Chen style Tai chi
Improve your stamina, balance, strength
& co-ordination

please ring Debbie on 07802 347943
www.debbiepage.org

PET COUNTRY SUPPLIES

W e stock all types of
v" Animal Feed

We have been trading in the village for over 40 years H
We have old fashioned friendly Service You may be Surprlsed

We can’t stock everything but we can get most things we how stock
v" Frozen Meat for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00
v Farm Feeds COME AND SEE US!! =
W e Stock Products for , ( "’('-‘h‘.‘.,(,’\'-'.“. oAl
v Animal Well Being 43a Wood Lane -
v Wild Birds Sonning Common RG4 95J Also We Sell
v Ponds 0118 9723495
v E Ani | Email interestedin etcountrysupplies.co.uk MEM BERSHIP fOI’
arm Animals www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD
v' Domestic Animals Open...... Mon to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat) ANGLING CLUB
v’ Wild life 9am to 4pm Weds
v' Toysand Beds Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols




Labrary camp mgn
IS A SUCCESS...

A professional librarian will be on hand
to help people whenever Sonning
Common Library is open. The library is
open to the community for 25 hours a
week and, exclusively to the primary
school, for 10.5 hours per week.

When Oxfordshire County Council
announced in December 2011 that it
was halving the library’s professional staff
budget, it was feared there would be
insufficient funding to pay for staff during
all opening fimes.

However, the county council finally
agreed fo fund staff for an additional
seven hours to help both the vilage and
school communities.

Wellies and Wiristbands —

Sonning Common Library will still have
to cope with reduced staff from 31
March 2015. And the county council
will be asking for local volunteers to
support the library to help make up for
this reduction in professional staff.

Ros Varnes, chair of the Friends of
Sonning Common Library, said: “We

are delighted that the county council
has agreed some additional funding for
our library. Ever since we received the
good news that our library would not close
affer all, we have been campaigning to
refain a professional staff member during
all opening fimes.

“However, volunteers are still needed to
support the library and its professional staff

GUIDE FESTIVAL

Heyaq, it’s Maddie, Ingrid and Hannah,
we are from 1st Peppard Guides. And
we are going to talk to you about
Wellies and Wristbands and why it is
one of the best Guide camps we have
ever been on(even though it is the
only guide camp we have ever been
to!). But anyway, it was really fun and
we loved all the live Music, especially
THREE TIMES OVER and GREENISH DAY!

We camped for 3 nights. Chiltern Edge
Community Association gave us £400
to buy fab new tents — THANKYOU!! They
were easy for us fo put up and we were
Very Cosy.

There were set activities including free
climbing, inflatables, crates and abseiling.
When you are not doing your set activities,
you can have foot rubs, nails painted,
glitter tattoo or just “chillin™ in the hot tulos.
Although when you get out you feel like a
chilly bean (definitely freezing!). There was
also a craft tentf, cinema and “elements”
section tfo light fires and chop wood.

Wellies and Wristbands provided the food
and everything was redlly nice. They
have different options if you are a veggie
or have an dllergy so you did not get
poisoned or die. Every night you have
either lemonade or coke ice [olly.

Sonrmgcommon

magazine

in future. The Friends group plans

to host a public meeting in early spring
of next year so that residents can find out
more from Oxfordshire County Council
about helping in the library.

*The county council will provide training
for volunteers and will run a three-month
handover programme for volunteers and
staff fo work fogether.”

Once you are done eating you can either
go straight to bed or change into your
onesie and head down to the live music.
There are chips, pancakes and yummy
donuts to buy by the stage. So that is why
we think Wellies and Wristbands is the best
camp ever!

MADDIE BROWN, INGRID SARSON and
HANNAH BEALES
1st Peppard Guides
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National & _ﬁnie’mai&ma!’ Deliveries

_':}ruﬂy uu.:!raﬁmf Flovist Free Local :._Il-:'.flr'wﬂy

42 Wood Lane » Sonning Common = RG4 95L
0118 972 1240 0777 179 0916

e turn feel ings nte flowers

Fed up with limescale?

A Water Softener
would be your solution

Compass Water Softeners

SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION
01189723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838

TradeMz

WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING
WINDOW REPAIRS - MISTY GLASS

Use your Local Installer with 30
years experience
For a FREE quotation
Call Mike Dockree on
0118 972 4376 or 07785928190

All window, door & conservatory
installations carry a 10 year guarantee
and the finished product is
independently inspected with
all certificates

Daslgn] Constru tion, Garden kg 0ver,
) qlﬂfﬂl"li Foolings, Crainjge, Srading:
'E\hm Degicingu.Afghes, PRG0N, Gazobor
: c.‘ln, Board, Wirenigsh, Srock fente:
9.~ Mawing, Weeding, Prining, Clearance
Felling, Lopsing, Prsping, Clearance,
{Driveways - Grovel Pavzd, Briok, Concret
Waler features, Ponds, Rills,
APatios - “Sla, Stone; Pavers, Brick,
|Log's for sale - Citand spht 1o size,
Baned.in Sonning Commeon .

Ponds -

www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk TellFax: 01189721342
. . Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.caom
Email: martin@compasswatersofteners.co.uk At Leaf i %
TEXTUREPLUS & MEB’S Decorplus
Mr (Husband & Wife Team) Mrs
eInterior and Exterior Decorating *Plastering
*Floor and Wall Tiling *Artexing
*Wallpaper Hanging *Carpentry- Architraves + Doors + Skirting *Coving
Complete Home Improvements
*NHBC Awarded *PPL Insured

eInsurance Work Undertaken

(Quality Comes As Standard)

*30+ Year in Business

Sonning Commom

(T)07880 542363

Tel: 0118 9721442

(M)07920 092875
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Brenda Rackstraw

Those who knew her will
remember her love of
Jlowers and plants.

Brenda was known to many people in
Sonning Common, where she lived from
1996 until the summer of this year. After a
short iliness, she passed away peacefully
at Sue Ryder Hospice, Nettlebed in
September.

She devoted much of her professional life
to working firstly as a reception teacher,
and then as Head Teacher of a nursery
school in High Wycombe. She and her
husband, Jim, had a long and happy
retirement — firstly in Fareham, fulfilling
Jim's wish to be by the seaside, joining
friends on caravan holidays and visiting

Chuwre

CHRISTMAS SERVICES

All Saints’ Church,
Rotherfield Peppard

Sunday 8 December
6.30pm: An Advent Sequence of Readings
and Music

Christmas Eve
5.30pm: Nativity Tableau
9pm: Holy Communion

Christmas Day
9am: Holy Communion
11am: Seven Lessons and Carols

St Michael’s Catholic Church,
Peppard Road, Sonning Common

Sunday 8 December
5.30 pm: Carol Concert of Christmmas Music

Christmas Eve - Tuesday 24 December
6pm: Mass for families with children
8.30pm: Christmas Carols

9pm: “Midnight Mass”

Christmas Day — Wednesday 25 December
10.30am: Morning Mass

their first grandchildren. Later they moved
to Sonning Common, closer to their two
daughters and their families. Here happy
days were spent with family and friends
old and new, and here she supported
Jim, whose health deteriorated in his later
years, and here she lived an independent
life after his death in 2005.

They will remember her dry wit and
wisdom — the kind-hearted and sound
advice given whenever anyone was low
or had a problem .

Above all they will rememiber her
kindness, her love of children and her
enjoyment of the company of people
from all walks of life.

h new

Sunday 8 December
4.30pm at St John the Baptist, KE

Tuesday 24 December
4.30pm at Christ the King, Sedgewell Rd, SC

Proceeds of the collection raise money
for the Children’s Society.

Friday 20 December
Candle-lit Carol Service, 7.30pm St John'’s

Tuesday 24 December
Midnight Eucharist, 11.30am St John’s

Wednesday 25 December
Family Eucharist, 9.30am Christ the King

Wednesday 25 December
Family Eucharist, 10.30am St John's

DROP IN

Drop-in from 2pm - 3.30pm at Christ the
King Church, Sedgewell Road Thursday
19 December. All welcome. Need a lift?
Jenny McGregor will be only too pleased
to help you if you phone: 0118 9472855.

Little Lambs church group for under-fives.
Wednesday 9.30am and 10.30am for a short
service, messy activities and refreshments

at St John’s. Contact Felicity Cooper on
01189 472855 for further details.

HENLEY CHOIRS’ FESTIVAL

Henley Choirs’ Festival takes place on
Saturday January 25 2014.

Vivaldi’s Gloria, 7pm in St Mary’s Church,
Henley. Singers from both our churches

will be taking part.

Contact Frances Brewitt-Taylor on 01189
482743 or email francesbt@googlemail.com

Merry Christmas and a Happy New
year from all owr churches!
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Sonning Common Vauxhall
with local, /telﬁﬁdé:ewic&:m 1960

DK FLOORING

Flooring Specialist

| 'WINNER OF THE

b VAUXHALL CUSTOMER
EXCELLENCE AVWARD 2012

NO JOB TOO SMALL OR TO BIG

Carpet, Vinyl, Wood & Laminate Flooring

For a FREE Competitive Quote and

SERVICE & REPAIRS (All makes & models) samples direct to your door

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING (service &re pairs)|

LOC,
l
WV
MasterFit Servicing @
- ﬁomwde@l&ratablfk/wdforom.io  years!

www.sonningcommonvauxhall.com

Call Daniel: 07500709716 Email: dkcarpets@hotmail.co.uk

Sonning Common Pet Care
At Home Pet Care
when you are on holiday or at work

Cats

Small Pets

0118 972 2021

Peppard Road, Sonning Common, Reading
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am - épm e Sat 8.30am - 12.30pm * Sun CLOSED

Dog Walking

Puppy Visits

£10.000rF

Please call Alison for further information
your next MoT on production of this voucher

Tel 0118 9722948 / 0TT8T 114536

CLIVETHEHANDYMAN

Over 35 years’ experience in building trade ®
Painting & Decorating — Patch Plastering
Woodwork — Tiling — Fascias ’\/

Roofing - Gutter Repairs - Boxing In
Brickwork Repointing - Small Plumbing Jobs
Flat Pack Assembly - Blinds & Curtain Rails
General Household Repairs

No Job Too Small Fesi g P Val .
All Work Guaranteed — Fully Insured esidential & Probate Valuations

Give me aring Development & Planning Advice
01491 411321 or 07766 540117 New Homes Financial Advice

CotobN

T‘_‘&ﬂ“‘ ” Contact us for a free valuation
Talullah Nails specialising in Bio Sculpture Gel 0 1 18 9 2 4 2 5 2 6

A long lasting & chip-proof nail treatment!

Perfect for special occasions... Email: infO@bEVi"E-CO.Uk
or just everyday chic!
Christine Ullah - Nail Technician 28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common,
T 01491 682982  M: 07791 256853 South Oxfordshire RG4 9SU

Northam House, Main Street, Stoke Row, RG9 5QR
chris@talullahnails.co.uk B www.facebook.com/TalullahNails WWW. beVI I I e.co.u k



Cox, Russet, Blenheim, Malling—many varieties

APPLES

+ XMAS GIFT BOXES+ FRESH JUICE

Cross Lanes FruitFarm o [y,
Mapledurham, RG4 7UW 9

Tel: 01189723167 455

oin A4074 to Reading at Cane End, first right, right again.
Farm shop iz on the road to Goring Heath.
wiwnwy crosslanesfruitfarm co.uk

&) HHP

Whatever your electrical needs are, HHP Electrical can
help...

With electrical services ranging from:
eLighting / Power upgrades
oFull / Part Rewires
eFault finding and repairs
oFull Electrical Safety/ Landlords Inspections
All to suit the exact requirements of our clients.

0118 9724108 - www.hhpelectrical.co.uk

info@hhpelectrical.co.uk

New Dance Classes FIRST

for 4-12 year olds

Thursdays at Sonning Dunca Arts Acadommy
Common Village Hall

3A45pm to4.15pm — Mini Tap (4-8yrs)*

4,15pm to 4.45pm — Mini Street [4-8yrs)*
4,45pm 1o 5.15pm — Mini Modern (4-Byrs)* = e
5.15pm to 5.45pm - Jumior Tap (8-12yrs)

5.45pm 1o 6.30pm —Junior Jazz (8-12 yrs)

* Take part in all three Mini Academy classes
and receive 25% off your total bill, or 10% off

for two classes.

For more information please contact Catherine
Lewis, Principal of Dance Arts Academy,
Mob; 07985 535357

Email:catherinei@danceartsacademy . co.uk

¥ davistate.com

For a FREE market appraisal

of your property, for sale or to let

please contact Davis Tate, Sonning Common.

Call 0118 972 4242 or email
sonning@davistate.com

Julie Norman Jo Bailey
MNAEA MARLA  SALES & LETTINGS
MANAGER NEGOTIATOR




diary dates

MONDAY 2
WEDNESDAY 4

WEDNESDAY 4
THURSDAY 5
FRIDAY 6
SATURDAY 7
SUNDAY 8
MONDAY 9
TUESDAY 10
WEDNESDAY 11
THURSDAY 12
THURSDAY 12
THURSDAY 12
FRIDAY 13
SATURDAY 14
SUNDAY 15
MONDAY 16
MONDAY 16
MONDAY 16
TUESDAY 17
WEDNESDAY 18
THURSDAY 19
MONDAY 23
WEDNESDAY 25
MONDAY 30

WEDNESDAY 8
SUNDAY 12

WEDNESDAY 15

THURSDAY 16
SATURDAY 18
WEDNESDAY 22
WEDNESDAY 29

FISH - Tesco Henley

Village Coffee Morning hosted by Sonning Common Women'’s Institute
Open to all - Village Halll

FISH - Reading Town Centre & Morrisons

FISH - M&S Superstore Camberley

Nottakwire dress rehearsal day - Village Hall

Nottakwire’s Christmas event: Community Carols - Village Halll
Carol concert - St Michael's RC church

FISH - Tesco Henley

FISH - Bicester Garden Centre

Santa’s visit to Sonning Common - Through the village
Santa’s visit to Sonning Common - Through the village

Sonning Common Women'’s Institute - Christmas party with Pandemonium - Village Hall

FISH - Waddesdon Manor NT

Nottakwire end-of-term session - Village Hall

South Chiltern Choral Society Concert - Chiltern Edge school
South Chiltern Choral Society Concert - Chiltern Edge school
Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Hall

FISH - Tesco Henley

FISH - London Christmas Lights p.m.

FISH - Oxford Christmas Market

FISH - Henley Farmers Market & Waitrose

FISH - Pub Lunch

FISH - Tesco Henley

Christmas Day lunch - Village Hall

FISH - Tesco Henley

Nottakwire practice - Village Hall
Chiltern Edge Horticultural Society - “Growing Hardy Orchids”
by Malcolm Brownsword - Peppard War Memorial Hall

Sonning Common Women'’s Institute - “First Responders” a talk by Chris Brook.

Visitors welcome - Village Hall

Notts group - Village Hall

Sonning Common Parish Council - Village Halll
Nottakwire practice - Village Hall

Notts group - Village Hall

10.30am - 12noon

10am
5pm
5.30pm

7pm - 9pm
7pm - 9pm
7.30pm

9.45am - 12noon
7.30pm

2pm

8pm

12noon

9.45am - 11.15am
7.30pm

7.30pm

9.30am - 12noon
8pm

9.45am - 11.15am
9.30am - 12noon

The FISH Bus programme for January will be published on 20 Decemiber 2013. For more information and to book call
0118 972 3986. FISH runs regular shopping trips to Tesco in Henley and Henley and Reading town centres. Also monthly
frips fo a local Garden Centre and a Mystery Tea Tour. For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986.
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FOR BEAUTIFUL GARDENS

Choose from our wide range of quality garden
services: design and construction, plants and
maintenance. We tailor-make our service for you.
For a free, no-obligation visit and written estimate

from RHS qualified staff, call 01844 279430

or email info@brannfordsgardens.co.uk
Full details at www.brannfordsgardens.co.uk

i ol e
o ‘;"" §L- -'J"-- -':'.___.___}'--_
| BRANNFORIDS |

Garden Wakers

Over 200 happy customers in
Sonning Common.

Milo and Michael Harper

Milo Technical Support

0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road

IROKE |

' '5';'w'd-r: Unit 12, Manor Farm :
Fax: 01491 629904 Er

D118 9419210
Sarprpafae v aireel fovmpaif oo aaf
UPwvE, Al
Thariks
Doors and &

Fascine., Soifits anc

T%ﬂﬂ["%égRl

21 Wood Lane
Sonning Common
0118 972 3104 /972 1054

Come & Experience authentic
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine

ORI,

* Fully Air-Conditioned
% Large Groups Catered For
* Open 7 Days a Week

TAKE-AWAY MENU
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders

S ] HINTON

Carpenter & Joiner
Wide range of high-quality carpentry
services delivered by skilled craftsman

Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving.
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows,
Stairs, Roof Construction.
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602
or 07887 653866

12 Newfield Road Telephone 0118 972 3059
www.sonningcommonbeauty.co.uk

* MANICURE < PEDICURE + ORGANIC FACIALS

* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS
* WAXING + LASH AND BROW TREATMENTS

* SPRAY TANNING +« MAKE-UP + MASSAGE
* BRIDAL HOLIDAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE

Gift Vouchers Available
Some reduced price treatments available each
week please ring to check availablity




 Functional s cove
v;h Physio

Reading, RG4 9SW
7 & Pilates

9 Back & Neck pain

» Muscle [ Joint Strains
9 Ligament Sprain

3 Sports Injuries

9 Whiplash Injuries

®» Shoulder Injuries

9 Post-Operative Rehabilitation
D Pre/ Post Natal Exercise

9 Respiratory Conditions

9 Lower Limb & Foot Problems

) Appointments available every day
 Pilates classes throughout the week

Jo Pereira MCSP
Catherine Matthews MCSP
Chartered Physiotherapists

functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk

nctional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered
rofessions Council and are recognised by all major
panies, including Bupa and Axa PPP.

nobleintentions
landscape garden design

Professional
advice, design &
planting for your
garden.

Call Gail Noble
on 01189723214 |

www.noble-intentions.com

Lo

l
=

High gquality education and child eare under the
Early years foundation stage (EYFS) for children
4 months to 5 vears

® Good DFSTED report
® Pre-selionl sessions available
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, Tant to Tpm
& Flexible hours
® Early years education granis avaifable

® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement
and Thames Valley Gym

& Small frivndly and personal core in
Sonning Common

For further information, please ask for the manager
on (I8 Y72 4783, or visic our website,
wewnseefpliaferidaymeesvrios. come

emails: infoia alphabetdaynurseries.com

’;‘;}{? ©1 aty Srees

New - All Day Breakfast & Lunch Menu

Selection of homemade dishes, freshly prepared to order

Teas, Coffees and Cakes Served All Day
Open from 9am - 4:30pm Monday - Friday

Winnie’s Lunch Club
Specials served every Thursday, discounted especially for seniors

All in the elegant surroundings of our vintage tea rooms

25 Wood Lane = Sonning Common = Oxfordshire = RG4 9SJ

0118 327 1128

Fed Up With Call Centres

Barrs Insurance
Mark & Helen Richards
Your Local Insurance Brokers
For The Unusual & The Usual
Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance
* House & Contents + Business - Liabilities
= Travel - Landlords - Professional Indemnity
* Horse « Shops + Sickness / Accident
Commercial / Unusual Vehicle
If It's Mot listed We Still Can Help
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome

0118 924 2603

mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk

Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RG4 9JT

Ridiculously Easy Accounting, Guaranteed!

Specialising in helping Start-Ups and Small Businesses, we
offer a full range of accounting and tax services by email
and post. Need accounts and tax to satisfy HMRC? Want
to outsource all your accounting to free up time? We make
your life simpler, with performance guarantees ensuring
excellent service or your money back.

Request a free quote online now at
www.blueredaccountants.co.uk

BlueRed

Accountants

(o]




