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Contemporary Crafts Centre Hong Kong is a gallery space dedicated to presenting handcrafted art
creations, empowered by Giant Year Gallery and The Gallery by SOIL in Hong Kong. =~ We feature
contemporary craft-based artists whose work embraces the increasingly blurred boundaries between

art, cratt and design.

Since the opening from July 2021, CCCHK has presented over 20 artists from Hong Kong and ditferent
parts of Asia and the finest assemblage of their contemporary creations including lacquer, ceramics,
bamboo, metal and ink paintings. An annual flagship exhibition Crafts Dialogue is held in autumn to
celebrate the diversity of contemporary crafts and explore how cross-cultural and cross-disciplinary
approach can inform long-standing values associated with craft practice and innovation.
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Shun KUMAGAI

Born in 1983 in Akita, Japan, Shun KUMAGALI graduated from Akita
Municipal Junior College of Arts and Crafts in 2007. He began his
journey as an assistant at Akita Municipal Junior College of Arts and
Crafts. He started working as a glass artist at Toyama Glass Studio
between 2012 and 2015, then moved to Akita Arya Glass Studio in
2017. Since 2020, Kumagai has run a private glass studio in Akita City.
Kumagai exhibited in various cities, such as Paris and Kyoto.

“If you have one of my art pieces, I would like you to enjoy feeling
the changes of time throughout the days and seasons from it.”

Kumagai tries to create textures through applying different materials
in his works. After a glass piece is completed, the appearance of the
soil and metal is influenced by how light falls on the object. So, changes
occur each moment in a day. In a dark room, the character of soil
becomes apparent and the object may look like earthenware. In the
morning sun or the evening sun, the character of glass appears
stronger, as if the object itself cast the light.
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Colours of Akita by Shun KUMAGAI

I make glass art pieces using the casting technique. Glass casting is the technique of forming glass shapes by
pouring molten glass into gypsum molds, and allowing it to cool and harden. It can create unique glass surfaces,
depending on what kind of mold is used, or what materials are mixed with the glass. I intentionally mix
different materials with the glass in my works.

In order to make a gypsum mold, firstly, I create a shape with wax, according to my own formula. The wax can
be difficult to work with, given that it is vulnerable to heat and is not easy to keep cool enough in the summer to
shape etficiently. After I make a shape with the wax, I put it in a small box and pour liquid plaster around it.

After the plaster hardens, I melt the wax inside and remove it. The gypsum mold is now complete. I then pour

molten glass that has been heated to around 1000°C, soil and metal into the gypsum mold and leave it to cool.
After a week to 10 days, I remove the mold and clean the solidified glass. The molds can be used many times;
however, if the shape is not that straightforward, such as the shape of a jar, the mold has to be broken to take the
solidified glass out. This means that I can use the mold only once and have to make a new one every time I make
a new piece. In that case, each piece is one-of-a-kind.

The chemical changes of glass, soil, and metal, when affected by heat, sometimes create unexpected looks. In a
way, this could be seen to be a problem, since I am unable to control the look of each piece. However I find the
effect of the irregular and unexpected chemical changes interesting as they create rich expressions. And the
outcome is always better than that of my calculated plan and prediction.
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1. Bowl 2. Vase
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay, ash burning
H20cm x W31lcm x D31cm H25cm x W16cm x D16cm
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3. Vase 4. Vase 5. Vase
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay Glass, clay
H25cm x W19cm x D19cm H15cm x W1l6cm x D16cm H14cm x W1llem x D11lem
Contemporary
Crafts

Centre



All Rights Reserved by SOIL Ltd.

6. Vase

Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay, kintsugi (Tin)

H15cm x W10cm x D10cm Contemporary
Crafts
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7. Container with lid
Shun Kumagai

Glass, clay
H15cm x Wéecm x D6cm gonfttcmporary
raris
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8. Container with lid 9. Container with lid 10. Box
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay Glass, clay
H14cm x W10cm x D10cm H10cm x W9cm x D9cm Hé6cm x W12cm x D10cm
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11. Box 12. Box
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay
H7cm x W18cm x Décm H4cm x W10cm x Décm
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13. Bowl 14. Bowl 15. Vase 16.Vase
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay, fire polishing Glass, clay, fire polishing Glass, clay, welding by fire Glass, clay, welding by fire
H8cm x W1llem x D1lem H8cm x W10cm x D10cm H15cm x W9cm x D4cm H16cm x W8cm x D4cm
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17. Plate 18. Plate
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay
Hlcm x W17cm x D17cm Hlcm x W25cm x D12cm
Contemporary
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19. Plate 20. Plate 21. Plate
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay Glass, clay |
Hlcm x W20cm x D20cm Hlcm x W20cm x D20cm Hlcm x W25em x D15cm g::f‘ti‘“l"“aw
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22.Vase 23.Vase
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay
H12cm x W7cm x D7cm H12cm x W7ecm x D7cm
Contemporary
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24. Vase 25.Vase
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay
H1lcm x W8cm x D8cm H10cm x W9cm x D9cm
Contemporary
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26. Vase 27. Bowl with a base
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay, kintsugi (Brass)
H13cm x W10cm x D8cm H7cm x W10cm x D10cm
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28. Bowl with a base 29. Box 30. Vase 31.Vase
Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai Shun Kumagai
Glass, clay Glass, clay Glass, clay Glass, clay, welding by fire
H6.5cm x W1lem x D10cm H3.5cm x W14.5cm x D10cm H17.5cm x W8.8cm x D8.5cm H17.5cm x W8.8cm x D8.5cm
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Contact

Susanna Pang | Founder and Director |
+852. 9559 3908 | susanna@craftbysoil.com

Contemporary Crafts Centre Hong Kong
Shop H, Hollywood Building, 186 Hollywood Road,
Sheung Wan, Hong Kong (Entrance at Upper Station Street)
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