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BIRDWATCHING IN AJARA

There are few places on earth where bird migration is as impressive as in Batumi. In 2008, the
first Batumi Raptor Count made headlines when over 800 000 raptors were counted at this
poorly known bottleneck. Since then, hundreds of birders have visited the place, and its fame
has continued to grow.

The season of birdwatching in Ajara officially starts on August 16 and ends on October 16.
Batumi Birdwatching Festival (BBF) takes place in early September when the air temperature
has not significantly decreased, nature has not changed its colors, and the mass migration of
birds has already begun and attracts both amateurs and scientists from various countries of
the world.

The Batumi Migration Corridor is one of the largest, ranking 3rd in the world. The festival is
celebrated regularly since 2012, and there are always a lot of people willing to attend it.

The festival is organized by the Tourism Product Development Agency of the Department of
Tourism and Resorts of Ajara. The idea of holding such a festival belongs to the International
Environmental Protection Organization BRC (Batumi Raptor Count).
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FESTIVAL PROGRAM

DAY 1 - 18, SEPTEMBER 2023

15:00-19:00

Raptor watching in Sakhalvasho (if there is proper weather)

DAY 2 - 19, SEPTEMBER 2023

06:45-08:00
09:00-13:00

14:10-16:10

17:00-17:20

17:20-18:00

18:00-18:40
18:40-19:20

19:20-20:00
20:00-20:40
20:40-21:20
21:20-22:00

Warbler-walk around hotel grounds

Birdwatching in the village of Kvirike at the "Chalet Kvirike"
new observation point. Familiarization with the initial stage of the project
against hunting predatory migratory birds.

Checking the area for the Kriipers nuthatch near to Botanical garden

EVENING LECTURES

Welcome word by festival organizers and representatives of
the Department of Tourism and Resorts of Ajara

Lecture by Nika Paposhvili. Safeguarding Velvet Scoters: Diverting
Duck from Imminent Extinction in the Caucasus

Lecture by Noam Wais. Community based conservation at the Eilat Bird Sanctuary

Lecture by Giorgi lankoshvili - Ilia State University.
Reptiles and Amphibians of Georgia

Coffee-break
Lecture by Zurab Gurgenidze. Conservation of Fastern imperial eagle in Georgia
Lecture by Gizo Seskuria FFl Georgia

Overview raptor count in Batumi (by BRC-team)

DAY 3 - 20, SEPTEMBER 2023

06:45-08:00
09:00-13:00

14.00-17:00
17:00-18:00
18:00

Birding Seaside Park

Raptor-watching workshop in Sakhalvasho or Shuamta (depends on the weather
and migration)

Check the area for the Kriipers nuthatch near to Botanical garden
Batumi city tour

Birding in seaside park

DAY 4 - 21, SEPTEMBER 2023

06:00-13:00
14.00-16:00

Birding in Maltakva delta, Churia delta and bout trip on Paliastomi lake
Raptor-watching in Shuamta

DAY 5 - 22, SEPTEMBER 2023

06:45-08:00
09:00-13:00
14:40-16:40

17:00-23:00

Warbler-walk around hotel grounds
Walk in Mtirala NP

Visiting Chorokhi delta for the youth and join in bird ringing activities with
SABUKOY/ Later birding nearby Chorokhi Delta / Discussion about practical
challenges of Chorokhi Delta

Bird festival celebration event.
Falconers show by invited professional falconers. (Please note that the gala dinner
is subject to weather conditions and may be rescheduled to another day).
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NOAM WEISS

Country: ISRAEL

ORGANIZATION:

International Birding & Research Center

Eilat, Birdlife Israel, Society for the Protection
of Nature in Israel

POSITION: Director

PRESENTATION TOPIC:

Community based conservation

at the Eilat Bird Sanctuary

EMAIL ADDRESS: noamw(@spni.org.il

Noam Weiss is the director of the international
Birding & Research Center, Filat (IBRCE) since
2014, and works in nature conservation since 2004.
His passion is community based nature
conservation for birds. Noam and his team
developed the Eilat Bird Sanctuary to a hub for
environmental culture and nature conservation,
combining active conservation, managing
campaigns, research, communal and educational
work, and Eco-tourism. To safeguard the
migratory birds flyway in Eilat and Southern Arava
Noam initiated and lead projects such as the
masterplan for stopover sites where busiest sites

that birds actually use —natural or man-made
habitats (recycled sewage work reservair, salt
factory, urban gardens and settlements, fields and
plantations) are monitored and have an action
plan. The Eilat water company "En Netafim" had
changed its recycled water reservoir site
management, invested in mitigating hazards for
birds and exploited opportunities to enhance the
site as a safe and nutritious stopover station. A
community based project in Kibbutz Neot Smadar
changes the perception of people of their living
environment as homes, gardens and facilities into
understanding it as a habitat for wildlife. We
analyze together every habitat within the control
of the settlement and with experts, we change
management, mitigate hazards and use
opportunities to improve their homes and
infrastructure as habitats of a wide diversity of
wildlife.Noam is a full time birder also involved in
research. His main research objectives are
studying bird migration in Eilat, distribution of
desert birds and migratory passerines as pest
control agents in agriculture. The IBRCE and
Noam are involved in improving fields and
plantations as stopover sites for birds. Their
approach is to demonstrate the role of ecological
system services and research how to enhance this
services to a level that chemical pesticides use
will be significantly reduces. The monitoring plan
includes standardized daily bird ringing on
migration seasons, endangered species field
surveys, stopover sites monitoring and every 10
years, 3 consecutive years of spring raptor counts
at the Eilat bottle-neck.In addition, Noam and his
team have created diverse cross border activities
such as the "Guardians of the Flyway", a cross
border regional network of bird conservationists
who work along the eastern Mediterranean
flyway and helped train conservationists from the
region. Every year, the SPNI and the IBRCE are
running the "Champions of the Flyway" birding
race in Eilat, to raise funds to stop illegal killing of
birds along the flyway, and have some waorld class
fun.Noam and his team earned national and
international awards for their nature conservation
work.
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NIKA
PAPOSHVILI

Country: GEORGIA

ORGANIZATION:

Ilia State University, Institute of Ecology —
Researcher/PhD Student;

NGO “GARIELI" — Director.

PRESENTATION TOPIC: Safeguarding Velvet
SCOTERS: Diverting Duck from Imminent
Extinction in the Caucasus

E-MAIL: nika.paposhvili.1@iliauni.edu.ge

Nika Paposhvili grew up in a small village
surrounded by woodland and a river in
Kakheti region, Georgia. He graduated with
a bachelor’s degree in business
administration at Agricultural University of
Georgia and then worked at the bank for
several months, but soon then decided to
return to nature, learn more, and devote
himself to new discoveries and
conservation. With this mindset, in 2013 he
finished MSc program in Ecology at llia
State University, Georgia. Since then, he
has been actively involved in several
research and conservation efforts carried
out by various governmental and non-
governmental organizations in Georgia.

Since 2020, he has been a PhD student of
Ecology at Ilia State University Georgia,
working on the last breeding population of

Velvet Scoter (Melanitta fusca) remaining in
the Caucasus that he rediscovered in 2015 at
Lake Tabatskuri, Georgia. He started looking
for funding to support research and
conservation efforts for the species at the site.
In 2017, he received funding ,Future
Conservationist Award“ from the Conservation
Leadership Programmer (CLP) and ,,1st Rufford
Small Grant“ from the Rufford Foundation,
which enabled him to create a team and start
uncovering key information about the Velvet
Scoter in the Javakheti Plateau to underpin its
future conservation. Already in 2019, his team
founded the NGO “GARIELI” (the Georgian
name for the Velvet Scoter). Since 2020, he has
been the director of this organization and has
personally led all of its research and
conservation efforts. Since then, the
organization has received the "Z2nd Rufford
small Grant", and "Conservation Follow-up
Award" and Nika, as a PhD student, received a
grant from Shota Rustaveli fund doctoral
educational programs in 2021 and llia State
University support for fieldwork and laboratory
use. The organization has enjoyed success in
achieving its aims to study and conserve
wildfowl in Georgia. Despite the short period,
Nika and his team managed to overcome many
challenges, and the 6 pairs nesting on the
island in 2017 have increased to 39 pairs in
2022.
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LZURAB
GURGENIDZE

Country: GEORGIA

ORGANIZATION:

Society for nature conservation - SABUKO
POSITION: Conservation manager
PRESENTATION TOPIC: Conservation of
Eastern imperial eagle in Georgia

E-MAIL: Zurah.gurgenidze @sabuko.org

Zurab Gurgenidze is a conservation
Manager of the Society for nature
conservation SABUKO since 2020, and
works in nature conservation since 2014.
His passion is bird conservation.

Zurab and his team working for eastern
imperial eagle studied the population
threats on breeding sites and problems
that individuals are facing during their
migration.

This work contains GPS tagging and
ringing of individuals also taking blood,
cloacal and oral samples for laboratory
surveys to determine the inbreeding level
of the population also bacterial and virus
traits.

The project includes intensive monitoring
of nests giving valuable data of population
trends. Also Zurab installed live cameras
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on nests to study food base and threats that
nestlings are facing during their stay in the
nest.

To secure species Zurab is working with
neighbor countries to solve threats on the
migration routes of Imperial Eagle. Also to
iIncrease the protection of the species Zurab
working on SAP Species action plan at the
national level.

/urab is a founder of a bird ringing station
based on the Black sea coast.

Bird ringing station aim is to ring birds with
the standardized scheme on migration
seasons, to monitor stopover sites, protect
habitats and identify threats.
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GIZ0
SESKURIA

Country: GEORGIA

ORGANIZATION: Fauna and Flora
POSITION: Conservation officer
PRESENTATION TOPIC: Fauna and Flora's
work for raptors conservation in Georgia
E-MAIL: Gizo.Seskuria@fauna-flora.org

Gizo Seskuria is a dedicated
professional with a Master's degree in
Geography and GIS technologies. His
journey into conservation began in 2016
with his work at SABUKO. After that, he
continued to work for migratory bird
monitoring at BRC. Beyond his national
endeavors, Gizo's passion led him to the
Netherlands, where he deepened his
expertise at the largest Nature rescue
center (VRC Zundert), and he also had a
chance to work at Animal Advocacy &
Protection (AAP) which works to put an
end to the suffering of exotic animals in
Europe.

Gizo's journey has also extended across
continents. He successfully completed a
Conservation Science traineeship at
Hawk Mountain Sanctuary in the United
States which is the first refugee in the
world for birds of prey, a transformative
experience that deepened his
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understanding of bird conservation practices
and strategies.

Currently, Gizo holds the esteemed position of
conservation officer within the Fauna and Flora
Caucasus program. His active involvement in a
diverse range of conservation projects
underscores his unwavering commitment to
protect our natural world and its inhabitants.
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Country: GEORGIA

ORGANIZATION:

Ilia State University;

DEPARTMENT: Institute of Ecology TR S

POSITION: Researcher 130330007 MMLYMO3V6 bdgmmodyodm3gmnb 3
PRESENTATION TOPIC: Reptiles and (WMertensicllatealicasica)is (Testudo graeca)
Amphibians of Georgia o '

E-MAIL: giorgi.iankoshvili.1@iliauni.edu.ge
30M®a()

Giorgi lankoshvili is a Master of Ecology

0‘565‘ I ’880@0 and has been involved in reptile research
since 2013. At the initial stage, his main

interest was related to lizards, but since

5389666 Uédb&)ﬂ):}j@(‘) 2016, he has been working on snakes, their

distribution, and modeling. Since 2018, he
has been involved in the Georgian, German,

MW®336083600: NS20dL BOLITIGNBM Armenian project - Caucasus Barcode of
J6033GLNGIDN; Life - CaBOL, where he is a field expert.
©J300mH333600: I3MM3006 N6LONGIDN From 2018, he was an assistant researcher
3MM306NY: 3333360 at the Institute of Ecology, and from 2020,
3MJIB3I6JBNNL LObITPEMVIV: he became a researcher at the same faculty.
BOJdOM3ITML 33BNBNION Vo He has worked in several environmental
3d33606H303%230() and research organizations and is also
JIIOOMBI() BMULOY: engaged in citizen science.

giorgi.iankoshvili.1@iliauni.edu.ge
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Raptor watchpoint
Sakhalvasho

The hilltop of Sakhalvasho is an amazing
place. It offers a stunning panorama over
both Batumi city and the foothills of
Kobuleti. It overlooks the sea and the
botanical garden on one side, and Mtirala
national park on the other side.
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Shuamta, the Batumi Raptor Count's second count statiog
Sakhalvasho. After a 30 minute drive over a gravel road
in a tiny village in the middle of the forested hills. T
from Sakhalvasho, and this is usually a better place
September onwards. Many of the eagles take a more €z

station in greater numbers. In late September- early Octob
mixture of Iessér spot’[?d greater spg
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The Chorokhi delta south of Batumi has proven to be an excellent spot for birdwatching due to its
high variety in biotopes: bushes, dry & wet grassy plains, marshes, a boulder plain, the seashore.
During migration season waders, terns and passerine birds proved to be the most interesting groups
represented in the delta. In winter very high numbers of waterfow! can be excepted in the area.
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Mtirala National Park

Mtirala literally means ‘crying’, which refers to the high annual rainfall in the park, exceeding
3,000mm in some parts. This area is of the highest value for conservation as it is mainly determined
by a relict Colchic flora and plays an important role in ecosystem services such as natural water
resources and the prevention of erosion. Almost all European species of woodpecker can be found
here: Greater, Middle, and Lesser Spotted, Green and Grey-headed, Black and White-backed. Late
winter and early spring are the best seasons to find them. The woods also hold many red-breasted
flycatchers and green warblers, while dippers and grey wagtails can be spotted along the
Chakvistskali river.

Batumi Botanical Garden
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The botanical garden is the best site near Batumi for Krueper’s nuthatch. Check the pine trees
along the asphalted road that leads towards the entrance of the garden, and listen out for its
characteristic sound. Green Warbler and Caucasian Chiffchaff can be found.

Seaside Park
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Apart from sunbathing and cocktail bars, the seacoast in and around Batumi also offers some
good birding. The best areas are the Batumi boulevard park, some grassy parts of Batumi Harbor,
and the botanical garden. Especially on rainy days, these are good spots, because many migrants
come down, and you are never far from a café when it starts pouring down.



Photos by Christian Goenner
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European Honey Buzzard
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