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Congratulations to the 2021 BCHS Honorees

NCheng LLP Accountants and Advisors

Nerou Cheng CPA and Founder
2021 Corporate Excellence Award

Mé&T Bank Corp
Jonathan Vazcones Vice FPresident
2021 Philanthropic Impact Award

Clifford Cohen BCHS Board Member

Leslie Cohen Community Leader
2021 Inspiration Award
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G A L A feels like hope

THURSDAY, MAY 20th, 2021

HONORING

M&T Bank
Jonathan Vazcones Vice President
2021 Impact Award for Philanthropic Investment

NCheng LLP Accountants and Advisors
Nerou Cheng CPA and Founder
2021 Corporate Excellence Award

Clifford Cohen BCHS Board Member
Leslie Cohen Community Leader
2021 Inspiration Award

SPECIAL PERFORMANCE
Bobby Sanabria 8-Time Grammy Award Nominee

CELEBRITY EMCEE
Kimberley Locke TV Personality and Singer/Songwriter

OPENING PERFORMANCE
Joya Bravo Violinist

GALA CO-CHAIRS
Natasha Fishman
Nellie Perera
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BROOKLYN COMMUNITY
HOUSING AND SERVICES

and
40 Years
improving the quality of
life for
thousands in Brooklyn

We cherish the 30 years
we have shared

Ben Baxt and Michael Ingui




Tonight's Feels Like Home, Feels Like
Hope Gala celebrates the idea that
everyone thrives when they are part of
a safe and welcoming community that
feels like home,

Your contribution helps provide vital
financial resources to enhance and
expand BCHS' life-saving supportive
housing and homelessness prevention
programs.




BOARD OF DIRECTORS

CHAIRPERSON la Andrews

Jens Peter Hansen Benjamin Baxt

VICE-CHAIRPERSON Kim Bingham

Lexy Mayers
y Iy Ambriel Floyd Bostic
TREASURER Alexandra Bowie
Anthony Trani
Clifford Cohen
SECRETARY

Richard Greenspan Leslie Feder

Natasha Fishman

Gala Co-Chair
EXECUTIVE Harrison Green
DIRECTOR
Jeff Nemetsky Riva Horwitz

Jonathan Jones
Ravi Kantha
Justin Meshberg
Sean O'Neal

Nellie Perera
Gala Co-Chair

Laura S. Schnell
Surinder Singh
Kamoy Smalling

Christine Spadaro




CONGRATULATIONS TO BCHS
ON YOUR 2021 VIRTUAL GALA

and to

2021 HONOREES

ME&T Bank

Jonathan Vazcones, Vice-President

NCheng LLP
Nerou Cheng, CPA and Founder

Clifford and Leslie Cohen

From your friends at

CBQ ARCTIC

AIR CONDITIONING

3816 Rombouts Avenue
Bronx, New York 10466-6127
(718) 994-2910




Dear Friends,

Welcome to our Feels Like Home, Feels Like Hope
Virtual Gala!

Never in BCHS' history has the need for our work
been more urgent, nor has the challenge seemed
as great. March of 2020 feels like yesterday, and it
feels like a lifetime ago.

Yet through it all we have been inspired by the
extraordinary outpouring of compassion and
support from friends like you, who are standing
with BCHS to ensure that the most vulnerable and
fragile among us are making it through this crisis.

The heroic efforts of our staff and the dedication
of our Board have helped us keep most of our
residents healthy and safe during this fraught
time, but nothing we do would be possible
without your goodwill and support, and we are
greatly appreciative.

In some ways tonight's event is a departure from
our traditional Galas - no handshakes or hugs,
and our only toasts will be virtual. But in the most
important ways tonight will be the same as all our
Galas: a celebration of the power of community; a
vivid display of hope; and a fun, entertaining and
exciting program.



We are thrilled that Grammy Award-nominee
Bobby Sanabria and his band will be treating us
to a special guest performance - his rich and
wonderful music has moved so many, and we
are fortunate to have him with us. And we are so
pleased that the multi-talented Kimberley Locke
will be hosting this evening's activities.

We are excited to honor M&T Bank Corp. and our
friend, V.P. Jonathan Vazcones; NCheng LLP and
the firm's founder and Managing Partner, Nerou
Cheng; and BCHS Board Member Clifford Cohen
and his wife Leslie, who have been community
leaders in education and the arts for decades. All
our Honorees have had a tremendous, positive
impact on our community and we are grateful for
their efforts.

Thank you so much for your generous support,
for standing with us through this challenging
time, and for being part of the effort to end
homelessness in Brooklyn. We hope you have a
terrific evening!

With appreciation,

ens Per Hansen Je emegy/

Chair, Board of Directors Executive Director




CONGRATULATIONS
to BCHS on the occasion
of your 2021 Virtual Gala

4 feels like home,
BCHS feels like

We are pleased to join you in
celebrating this year's esteemed honorees.

2021 Impact Award
for Philanthropic
Investment

2021 Corporate
Excellence
Award

2021 Inspiration
Award

M&T Bank Corp.

Jonathan Vazcones
Vice President

NCheng LLP

Nerou Cheng
CPA and Founder

Clifford and
Leslie Cohen

Lexy Mayers and David Lesser




MISSION 7/ VISION

BCHS is committed to ending homelessness in
Brooklyn. We provide safe and clean supportive
housing each year for more than 1,000 formerly
homeless and at-risk women, children, and men,
and help them learn how to live productively and
independently, with dignity and hope.

What has always made BCHS unique in its
field is our primary focus ontrying to create asense
of community for all of the formerly homeless
residents who come to us, and then using this
as a concrete programmatic model and clinical
approach.

Since our founding in 1978 we have helped
thousands in crisis achieve independence, and we
are ready to help thousands more in the future —
until the day that homelessness no longer exists,
and until the day that our local communities are
as socially rich, racially just, and economically
vital as possible.



PRECAS

Thomas Auringer & Dave Auringer

URBAN Precast,LLC

6 Kieffer Lane
Kingston, NY 12401
Phone: (845) 331-6299
Fax: (845) 331-6288

Pre-stressed Hollowcore Concrete
Plank, Stairs, Landings & More




THE 2021 BCHS GALA HOST COMMITTEE

Ann Alexiadis and John Kotaridis
la Andrews and Eliot Merrill
Adam Leitman Bailey
Ben and Susan Baxt
Ambriel and Hawes Bostic
Alexandra Bowie and Daniel Richman
Clifford and Leslie Cohen
Wids DelLaCour and Sally Williams-Allen
Leslie Feder and Garrick Leonard
Natasha and Andrew Fishman
Dr. Mary Cox Golden
The Greenspan-Ratner Family
Jens Peter Hansen and Elena Feliciano
Riva Horwitz and Josh Easterly
Lexy Mayers and David Lesser
Dr. William R. Nye
William and Ann Marie O'Brien
Sean O'Neal and Ambereen Sleemi
Nellie Perera and Anthony DeAngelis
Milton B. Rubin
Laura Schnell and Mitch Pacelle
Surinder Singh and Norma DaRosa
Christine Spadaro and Rick Lodewick



Thank you to
BCHS Activities
Coordinator
Ajanae’ Lewis
for your generous
support of and
co-facilitation
of the BCHS
Drama Program.

Nellie Perera

-~




Plumbing & Heating

James Salera
and
Paul Romano

90-02 91 Avenue
Woodhaven, NY 11421

Tel. (718) 843-8304 ¢ Fax (718) 843-8329

Congratulations and much success to
Brooklyn Community Housing
and Services




HONORING

2021 Impact Award for
Philanthropic Investment

M&I Bank

Jonathan Vazcones 1
Vice President L [

For more than 160 years, M&T Bank has helped communities
make sound financial decisions, so they can live better today and
realize their goals for tomorrow. Known as one of the most ethical
and community-focused financial institutions in the country, M&T is
a trusted beacon for countless non-profit organizations like BCHS.
During Covid-19, M&T has helped small businesses and non-profits
secure urgently needed PPP loans, while providing sound advice and
financial assistance to the individuals and businesses they serve.

Through Jonathan Vazcones and Steven Flax, M&T Bank has been a
long-time supporter of community development efforts in New York
City, helping strengthen neighborhoods through ambitious grass
roots projects that often would not get off the ground if not for M&T's
support.

Jonathan has helped lead these efforts and has worked closely with
BCHS as a true partner, helping to secure generous support for BCHS'
mission for a number of years — and this year, M&T was able to provide
extra assistance to help BCHS in its response to Covid-19.

Recognized in Crain Magazine's “40 under 40" rising leaders list this
year, Jonathan Vazcones serves as M&T Bank's Regional Community
Reinvestment Act Officer for the Metro New York & Connecticut areas
as well as manages the M&T Charitable Foundation's grants to non-
profits servicing low-to-moderate income communities in New York
City and Long Island. Prior to joining M&T, he worked at the Brooklyn
Cooperative Federal Credit Union, at Endeavor Chile, and at Bolsas
Reutizables in Santiago de Chile. Jonathan received his B.A. in
Economics and Philosophy from CUNY Queens College and currently
resides with his wife and daughter in Forest Hills, Queens.



When our community
succeeds, we all succeed.

At M&T Bank, we know how important it is to support those organizations
that make our communities better places to live and work. That’s why we

offer both our time and resources and encourage others to do the same.

M&I'Bank

Understanding what's important®



HONORING

2021 Corporate
Excellence Award

NChengLLP

accountants and advisors

Empowering nonprofits since 1989 g‘(

Nerou Cheng
CPA and Founder

Nerou Cheng, CPA is the founder and Managing Partner of
NCheng LLP, a multi-cultural accounting and advisory firm
based in New York. Over the past 30 years, Nerou has built
NCheng LLP into an 80-person firm dedicated exclusively
to serving the non-profit and philanthropic sector. NCheng
LLP provides assurance, financial management, tax and
CFO services that empower its non-profit clients so they
can focus on their mission, and specializes in creating
solutions for internal controls, governance and regulatory
compliance. Thanks to Nerou's leadership, the firm is
renowned in the industry for its expertise and is considered
the leading financial advisory firm for non-profits in New
York City.

Nerou serves on the boards of The New American Leaders
Project, Apicha Community Health Center, Friends Without
A Border and Southeast Asia Resource Action Center
(SEARAC). He has an MBA from Ball State University, a
BSBA from Georgetown University, and holds a Certificate
in Public Accounting from Pace University.



.“ .heng LLP B
€ stands the importance ofyour
mission

CONGRATULATIONS TO
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY HOUSING AND SERVICES

AND THE 2021 GALA HONOREES!

NCheng LLP is a proud partner and
grateful for the wonderful services
you provide in the community.

NCheng LLP

accountants and advisors

Empowering nonprofits since 1989

¥inhl www.ncheng.com



HONORING

2021 Inspiration
Award

Clifford Cohen
BCHS Board Member

Leslie Cohen
Community Leader

Clifford Cohen has been a member of BCHS' Board
since 2004. The longtime Chair of the Board's Program
Committee, Clifford's creative and compassionate
leadership have been essential in guiding the agency's
work through much of its history. A highly renowned and
innovative Counselor in New York City's public schools for
many years, Clifford focused on helping at-risk students
and students who were dealing with a wide range of
cognitive, emotional, and behavioral issues. Clifford now
shares his expertise as a Lecturer at both Hunter College
and NYU.

Beginning her career at Vogue and Mademoiselle
magazines and then serving as a founding partner of “Art
& Commerce," Leslie Cohen has used her expertise to
push for an increase in diversity and accessibility in the
arts throughout Brooklyn for decades. A Board Member at
BRIC Arts Media since 2011, Leslie's leadership has helped
BRIC become the leading presenter of free cultural arts
programming in Brooklyn.

Both Clifford and Leslie Cohen provide essential leadership
on the Boards of humerous additional community-based
organizations as well.



THANK YOU
to the entire staff at BCHS

Afsana Aisha Ajanae Albertha Andrely
Annette Antonio Atasha Aurora Brenda
Carlamia Christine Christine Corey
Courtnay Curdy Dafina Darryl Debra
Dorian Dwight Dysean Esther Ezla Felicia
Francisca Frankie Frankie Fred Geoff
Hasun Helen Igor Isabel Jackie Jackie
Jalisa Jason Jeff Jennifer John Jose
Jose Juhnee June Kathleen Kevin Kevin
Kimesha Kisha Laquan LaRon LaTasha
Lavonia Leonard Marcos Maria Marie
Marielourdes Marilyn Michel Nayyirah
Nelson Nyron Patrick Paula Philmore
PinLin Powell Quana Rajdeep Razia
Robert Ruth Saira Shai-Naisha Shaniqua
Sharon Shennel Stacey Stanley Tamara
Tamika Tanaya Tasheikwa Tessa Theresa
Tia Tiffany Tisha Tristan Valentina Wanda
Wanda Wendy Wesley Willie Yiana Zakia

We appreciate all you do!

- Clifford and Leslie Cohen -




UNITED INDUSTRIES

United Industries & Construction Corp provides the swiftest
completion without compromising quality, safety or function. Having
an established pool of qualified, reputable, experienced office and
field personnel, United Industries has been able to obtain a diversified
portfolio of projects completed to the owner’s satisfaction.

United Industries & Construction Corp. provides the following services:
Earthwork | Foundation | Superstructure | Demolition

The overall commitment to our clients has allowed United Industries &
Construction Corp to develop long term relationships and continue to
build on those relationships with repeat business. Those familiar with
the construction industry can appreciate a company whose integrity
combined with speed of construction delivers successful projects to our

clients.

213 20" Street, Suite la Veteran Owned MBE, SBE, DBE
Brooklyn, NY 11232 Certified by NYS, NYC
Office: 212-571-1643 The Port Authority of NY/NJ

Fax 212-571-1655 and NJ Transit



In support of the

BCHS GALA

It is with immense pride that we join
Brooklyn Community Housing and Services
(BCHS) in support of helping a community of
people facilitate a higher standard of living
while honoring those whose mission includes
alleviating homelessness.

ASPRO

Aspro Plumbing Inc.

www.asproplumbing.com
P.718.977.3653 _ F.718.977.3658

127-08 Merrick Boulevard Springfield Gardens, NY 11434




THANKS TO OUR 2021 GALA SPONSORS

HONOREE
M&T Bank Corp.
NCheng LLP

UNDERWRITER
Anonymous (3)
Riva Horwitz and Josh Easterly

Monadnock Construction, Inc.

BENEFACTOR
Arctic Air Conditioning Systems, Inc.
Baxt Ingui Architects, P.C.

Sean O'Neal and Ambereen Sleemi

United Industries & Construction Corp.




THANKS TO OUR 2021 GALA SPONSORS

CHAMPION
Aspro Plumbing, Inc.
Clifford and Leslie Cohen

Glo Electric, LLC
The Greenspan-Ratner Family
Lexy Mayers and David Lesser

Nellie Perera and Anthony DeAngelis

Ro-Sal Plumbing & Heating, Inc.

Urban Precast, LLC

ANB1S CARING.

-

Lamb Insurance Services is
a very proud supporter of

LAMB

Brooklyn Community
ices

Insurance Services
Housina & Service

Lamb is the largest, national brokerage dedicated exclusively to nonprofit and human service
organizations. Providing insurance for property and liability, as well as risk management solutions.

LamblS.com | 866-481-LAMB

Protecting organizations that positively affect people’s lives.



THANKS TO OUR 2021 GALA SPONSORS

PARTNER

A,S,K. Construction, Inc.
Adam Leitman Bailey, P.C.
la Andrews and Eliot Merrill
Ben and Susan Baxt
Ambriel and Hawes Bostic
Alexandra Bowie and Daniel Richman
Wids DelLaCour and Sally Williams-Allen
Leslie Feder and Garrick Leonard
Dr. Mary Cox Golden
Lamb Insurance Services
New Leaf Development, LLC
Dr. William R. Nye
Milton B. Rubin
Laura Schnell and Mitch Pacelle
SMR Craftworks, Inc.
Christine Spadaro and Rick Lodewick

Turnout

BCHS VIRTUAL CELEBRATION

feels like home,
5.20.21 feels like hOpe



THANKS TO OUR 2021 GALA SPONSORS

SUPPORTER

ASRJ Contracting Corp.
Dr. Alice Beal and Hon. William F. Kuntz Il
Jennie and Jake Blair
Bob Buckholz and Lizanne Fontaine
Joan Perera
Bill Ryall and Barry Bergdoll
Tempo Carpentry
Urban Architectural Initiatives RA P.C.
Woodworks Construction Co., Inc.

Brooklyn Community Housing and
Services provides a model for many
other organizations, spreading help
and hope in its local community and

far beyond Brooklyn.

The Cox-Golden Family congratulates the BCHS
staff and board on its many successes and the
promise it holds for a wonderful future.




THANKS TO OUR 2021 GALA SPONSORS

NEIGHBOR

Victoria Azara, Ph.D.

Aimee Carroll

Colony Pest Management, Inc.

Patrick and Andrea Fry
Robert Helenius
Eric Komoroff
Beth Cooper Lawrence and Jerry Nashban
Leslie Marshall and Mauro Premutico

Ross Mudrick

William and Ann Marie O'Brien
Charlie Pigott

SCOTT LANDSCAPE DESIGN, INC.

472 HARRIOT AVENUE 41 MADISON AVENUE
HARRINGTON PARK, NJ 07640 NEw York, NY 10010
201-767-0326 800-834-0326
www.ScottLandscapeDesign.com

ANTHONY & LAURA ScoTT VICTORIA VENNITTI
Congratulations
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY HOUSING and SERVICES
Celebrating Your Services to the Community

Full Service Landscape Construction Company
Design and Build In-house Designers
NWBOC, WBE in NYS/NYC/NJ] NYC BIC#4068

NYC PASSPORT Registered




Wishing BCHS much success with
the “Feels Like Home, Feels
Like Hope” Virtual Gala!

Congratulations to Honorees

M&T Bank and Jonathan Vazcones, VP
2021 Impact Award for Philanthropic Investment

NCheng LLP and Nerou Cheng, Founder

2021 Corporate Excellence Award

Clifford and Leslie Cohen

2021 Inspiration Award

From your friends at

TDC Sales LLC

cabinets and counters for
the multi-family industry

151 Dorn Road ¢ Lagrangeville, New York 12540

(914) 490-4318




THANKS TO OUR 2021 GALA CONTRIBUTORS

Linny and Rick Andlinger
Anonymous (4)

Paula Berry

Barbara Blechman

Brooklyn Navy Yard
Development
Corporation

EJ Camp and Laura Weil

Christine and Jim
Coleman

Sandy Deming

Garcia Marble and Tile
Kevin Genda

GMJ Contracting Corp.
Sally Greenspan

Bret Helenius

Nora Jassak

Alphonse Lembo

The Levissa Fund
[lona Milewski
Timothy Miller
Sylvester Miniter

Keith and Chris
Scott Morton

Ellen-Jane and Ben Moss
Susan Mulcahy

Janet Nidenberg
Eugene O'Connell
Joanna Parson
Ann Pennaccio

Ken and Simona
Peterson

Jessica Ray
Reeves-Walker Fund
Alison Cohen Rosa
Julian Salisbury

Andrea Schulz and
Scott Stein

Gaurav and Elizabeth
Seth

Alan Shapiro
Superior Air Systems
Mechanical Group
TDC Sales LLC
Carmen Torres
Frederick E. Turbee
George and Lynn Vos

Donna and Andrew
Wasserman

Laurel and Joe Whitaker

Tobias Yarmolinsky and
Phyllis Fine Menken

lvan Zinn



|_aunch your community
and host great events

Turnout is an event
platform to growing
and engaging with
your community.

|_earn more at
getturnout.com

4 N
Congratulations to BCHS & the 2021 Honorees.

A
3’

NeEW LEAF

DEVELOPMENT

461 20th Street Brooklyn, NY 11215




CELEBRITY EMCEE: KIMBERLEY LOCKE

Kimberley Locke TV Personality and Singer/Songwriter

Kimberley Locke became a fan
favorite on the 2003 American
Idol® series, eventually placing
second that season. Immediately
afterwards, Kimberley signed
to Curb Records, where she
released three full-length albums,
eight Top 20 Adult Contemporary
singles, and four #1 Dance hits
(Including the international dance
hit “Feel the Love").

Following American Idol, Kimberley modeled for Lane
Bryant and Ford Modeling Agency and co-hosted many of
television's top talk shows, including Good Day L.A. and The
View. In 2010, Kimberley participated in VH1's Celebrity Fit
Club and subsequently became a spokeswoman for Jenny
Craig. Most recently, Kimberley is co-host and producer of
her very own talk show titled The Dr. & The Diva on the newly
launched network DABL, a division of CBS.

Thank you to the BCHS TEAM.

Paul and Iris Fishman




CELEBRITY EMCEE: KIMBERLEY LOCKE

In 2013 Kimberley created her web-based cooking show,
What's Cooking With Kimberley, to explore health-conscious
and savory recipes. This launched herinto a world of celebrity
chefs, working with legendary Chef Emeril Lagassé on his
series Emeril Everyday.

Throughout her expansive career, Kimberley has maintained
her passion for helping others. In addition to giving back to
the community, she works as a success coach, and in 2011
founded | AM Entertainment, using personal experience
as motivation to help other artists develop their craft and
establish their business.

In winter 2019, Kimberley was invited by Kristin Chenoweth
to perform in her one-woman show For The Girls, which
garnered her first standing ovation on Broadway. In February
2020 Kimberley launched another one-woman show in NY,
titled The Sum of All Parts. Co-written with her dear friend
David Galligan, the show uses storytelling and song to take
audiences on an intimate journey down her very own yellow
brick road..from growing up bi-racial, to being swept up into
a tornado called American Idol, to finding herself in the music
that flowed throughout her life.

CONGRATULATIONS
to the Staff and Board of BCHS for

your can-do attitude and creativity in
‘carrying on" and serving your clients
so faithfully over the last year.

Joan Perera BCHS




ROBERT R. GIOELLO PETER J. GIOELLO LOUIS DIONISIO
PRESIDENT VICE PRESIDENT DIR. OF OPERATIONS

ELECTRIC

441 Wild Avenue Staten Island, NY 10314
Tel: (718) 605-5200 Fax: (718) 605-4853

SO HAPPY TO BE PART OF SUCH A WONDERFUL EVENT!
BROOKLYN COMMUNITY HOUSING AND SERVICES,
KEEP UP THE GREAT WORK. YOU ARE MAKING A HUGE
DIFFERENCE IN THE COMMUNITY. BEST OF LUCK!

YOUR FRIENDS AT
GLO ELECTRIC LLC



Wishing BCHS great success on your
2021 Feels Like Home, Feels Like Hope Virtual Gala.

Congratulations to this year’s honorees

M&T Bank * NCheng LLP
Clifford and Leslie Cohen

SIMIR

CRAFTWORKS

Brooklyn, NY

Finely Crafted Interior Renovations

2779 Strickland Avenue Brooklyn, New York 11234
718-637-4246 ¢ smrcraftworks.com

Congratulations BCHS staff
for your incredible work this year

BCHS

and a special congratulations to
good friends Cliff and Leslie Cohen.

Ambriel and Hawes Bostic




SPECIAL PERFORMANCE: BOBBY SANABRIA

Bobby Sanabria is a Grammy-nominated bandleader,
drummer, percussionist, composer, arranger, conductor,
documentary producer, educator, and activist.

A native son of the South Bronx born to Puerto Rican parents,
he has performed and recorded with many major figures in
the world of Latin jazz and salsa, from the founder of the Afro-
Cuban/Latin jazz movement Mario Bauza, to Tito Puente,
Mongo Santamaria, and Dizzy Gillespie, to Ruben Blades, and
Celia Cruz, to jazz luminaries as diverse as Henry Threadgill,
Randy Brecker, The Mills Brothers, and others.

Tempo Carpentry proudly supports
Brooklyn Community Housing
and Services

275 Seventh Avenue, 7th Floor, New York, NY 10001




SPECIAL PERFORMANCE: BOBBY SANABRIA

Bobby has been named Percussionist of the Year multiple
timesby DRUM!Magazine and the Jazz Journalists Association.
In 2006, he was inducted into the Bronx Walk of Fame, and in
2018 he was given Jazz Education Network (JEN) LeJENS of
Jazz Lifetime Achievement Award for his work as a musician
and educator.

All seven of his big band recordings, have been nominated
for Grammy Awards. His 2018 recording, "West Side Story
Reimagined, reached #1 on the national Jazz Week radio
charts, was nominated for a 2018 Grammy, and won the
prestigious 2019 Record of The Year Award from the Jazz
Journalists Association.

His lifelong dedication to spreading the history, culture, of jazz
and Latin jazz to the general public as a performer, as well as
educating a new generation of players, composers, arrangers,
has no parallel. He is the Co-Artistic Director of the Bronx
Music Heritage Center and the forthcoming Bronx Music Hall.
He is on the faculty of the New School and NYU and was on
the faculty of the Manhattan School of Music for 20 years. He
is also the on-air host of the Latin Jazz Cruise on WBGO FM
and wbgo.org, the number one jazz station in the nation.

BCHS VIRTUAL CELEBRATION



Congratulations to BCHS
on your 2021 Gala!

feels like home, feels like

Thank you to Jeff Nemetsky
and the staff at BCHS
for all of your incredible work.

Your friends,
la Andrews and Eliot Merrill

THANKS
to the BCHS leadership and staff

for their dedication
to providing home and hope
for each chent
even through the pandemic

Leshie Feder & Garrick Leonard




Ann Alexiadis
John Kotaridis

48-51 36th Street, Long Island City, NY 11101
T: 718-726-3550  F: 718-726-3937
www.askconstruction.com

WBE Certified

Congratulations to 2021 Honorees
Clifford and Leslie Cohen
M&T Bank Corp.

Jonathan Vazcones, Vice President

NCheng LLC Accountants and Advisors
Nerou Cheng, CPA and Founder




OPENING PERFORMANCE: JOYA BRAVO

Eclectic powerhouse performer Joya Bravo combines her
Jamaican roots, Atlanta upbringing and her native New York
style in all of her unique performances. This vocalist, rapper,
actress and classically trained violinist has traveled to, and
done music work in many countries and states including
Brazil, Germany, the UK, Japan, Atlanta, Los Angeles and of
course New York City.

From the big stage to the subway, Joya Bravo is putting in
the work to create a foundation for global success! Her violin
performances consist of timeless classics and todays hit music.

Joya Bravo brings her talents to the public, creating spaces
where people of all walks of life can, for a moment, forget
the hustle and bustle of New York living, to embrace the
connection with people they otherwise would not have. This
is Joya Bravo's truest gift and greatest joy.

BCHS VIRTUAL CELEBRATION

feels like home,
5.20.21 feels like hOpe



WOODWORKS

CONSTRUCTION CO., INC.

322 Eighth Avenue, NYC 10001
(212) 888-7311 Fax: (212) 832-8864

H
%Lﬂ
Specialists in
Drywall, Safety & Carpentry
Construction

CONGRATULATIONS

B C H S S MORE THAN 40 YEARS of
SERVING THE HOMELESS

URBAN
ARCHITECTURAL visit us at
INITIATIVES www.uai-ny.com

Thank you to everyone at BCHS
for the wonderful work you do.

Congratulations to this year's
Gala Honorees.




BCHS' HISTORY

BCHS was founded in 1978 as Pastoral & Educational
Services (PAES) by a group of clergy and concerned
citizens from Downtown Brooklyn, who were alarmed by
the growing number of individuals with a mental illness
that were sleeping on the street and seeking help from
local parishes.

In 1980, BCHS began one of the first Scattered-Site
Apartment Programs for homeless mentally ill adults in
the country, subsequently embarking upon an ambitious
construction project called Brooklyn Gardens (BG),
which opened in 1991. Located in Fort Greene, BG is a
180-bed complex serving formerly homeless families,
adults with severe psychiatric disorders, and adults with
a chronic mental illness. BG not only received national
attention for its innovative design and programming,
but its attractive presence—along with a community
room, events open to the public, and 24/7 staff who
reached out regularly to local residents—helped
stabilize a neighborhood reeling from years of violence
and abandonment.

,1 Tfeels ke
BCHS

#BCHS2021Gala g

Brooklyn #BcHsaoziGala

AniEy

C.Dl'l\l'\'"



BCHS' HISTORY

Innovation and excellence have been BCHS' hallmarks.
The agency was part of a team that opened Navy Green,
a 97-bed award-winning supportive housing building
on the site of the former Navy jail, and has created
innovative programming for low-income households
facing eviction, military veterans, formerly homeless
seniors, and individuals with histories of incarceration
who are returning to the community.

Currently, BCHS provides housing for 412 individuals
daily and 1,000 annually.




CLIFFORD AND LESLIE COHEN
Bravo - and thank you for your
dedication to BCHS and our Brooklyn.

NEROU CHENG | NCHENG LLP

JONATHAN VAZCONES | M&T BANK
Thank you for your corporate leadership and
generous support for BCHS' work.

Susan and Ben Baxt

ADAM LEITMAN BAILLEY, P.C.
SALUTES

Brooklyn Community
Housing and Services

for their continued dedication & work making
this world a better place one home at a time.

We are honored to be able to assist BCHS
with the wonderful work they do.

ADAM LEITMAN BAILEY, P.C.
NEW YORK REAL ESTATE ATTORNEYS

120 BATTERY PARK PLAZA, I8TH FLOOR NEW YORK, NY 10004 + WWW.ALBLAWFIRM.COM




ASRJ CONTRACTING CORP.
SPECIALIZING IN CONCRETE FOUNDATIONS AND EXCAVATION
RICHARD PERSICHILLI, PE.

43 HERKOMER STREET » NEW HYDE PARK, NEW YORK 11040

PHONE: 516-488-1763 * FAX: 516-499-8471
E-MAIL: asrjcontracting@gmail.com

WE ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT BCHS

Richard Feil

President
rfeil@rgfelectric.com

RGF ELECTRIC CORP.

2800 Bruckner Blvd Office 7188852160
Bronx NY 10465 mobile 9142618579

N S o

Garcia Marble & Tile, Inc.

231 W 29th Street Juan C. Garcia Office: 718-932-5141
Suite 305 President Cell: 516-526-0419
New York, NY 10001 MEE Certified Fax: 718-932-6322

Juan@GarciaMarbleandTile.com




BCHS' PROGRAMS

Our programs provide short-term, transitional and
permanent housing, homelessness prevention, mental
health care, personalized case management, on-site
nursing, vocational training, substance abuse counseling,
recreational activities, and other vital services.

Arbor Inn offers short-term housing for homeless mothers, each
with one child up to the age of eight. The program consistently
places more than 90% of the homeless families who were deemed
housing ready by DHS were placed into permanent housing of
their own in the community, with a typical time to placement of
eight months.

lvy House is atransitional residence for single adults with a serious
mental illness and is often the first step back into community
living for people who have experienced long-term institutional
care. More than 95% of lvy House residents maintain their housing
successfully or move on to other independent housing.

Oak Hall is a permanent housing, single-room-occupancy (SRO)
facility serving men and women with a mental illness who have
been homeless or are at high risk of homelessness. More than
95% of Oak Hall residents successfully maintain their housing with
the agency or move on to other independent housing.




BCHS' PROGRAMS
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The Scattered-Site Apartment Programs places 135 adults
with serious mentalillnesses into private apartments throughout
Brooklyn. Staff then travel to the apartments to help residents
learn how to live independently. More than 95% of the residents
successfully maintain their housing with the agency or move on
to greater independence each year.

Healthy Aging and Re-entry Housing—The “Model SRO"

Through the “Model SRO" initiative, BCHS provides a range of
specialized services at our Oak Hall SRO to two growing client
populations that face particularly daunting challenges in trying
to sustain their independence—formerly homeless seniors,
and individuals with significant histories of incarceration who
are returning to the community. Remarkably, the "Model SRO"
program achieved a success rate of more than 90% each year, as
nearly all of the participating residents are able to maintain their
housing successfully or move on to other appropriate housing.

Navy Green is permanent supportive housing for formerly
homeless men and women with a mental illness and a history
of substance abuse, and for low-income working adults from
the community. More than 95% of Navy Green residents typically
maintain their housing with the agency or move on to other
independent housing.



BCHS' PROGRAMS

Moving On identifies the agency's most stable residents and
helps them graduate from BCHS housing and live independently
in the community. Since the program began four years ago,
approximately 50 residents have transitioned from BCHS to their
own independent housing.

Vocational Assistance provides training and education, job
readiness preparation, computer training, and a free computer
lab to its residents, as well as to low-income Brooklyn residents
from throughout the borough. In an average year, over 600
residents from BCHS and throughout Brooklyn utilize our
Vocational Assistance.

The Veterans Initiative offers comprehensive assistance to
at-risk Veterans in Brooklyn. Programming focuses on housing
stability, social supports, and health and wellness issues, and
more than 200 veterans have been helped since we started the
initiative in 2017.




BCHS' PROGRAMS

Fresh Start was started by BCHS two years ago to address the
growing incidence of domestic violence and mental health and
related emotional disorders being experienced by mothers and
families who have become homeless, Through the Fresh Start
initiative, BCHS seeks to provide enhanced mentalhealth services
and supports for homeless families in its Arbor Inn program who
have mental health or related issues such as trauma and PTSD.

Thanks to Fresh Start, BCHS hired a highly experienced Family
Clinician who works with families on their full range issues, while
providing in-house clinical trainings and staff development -
this effort has been extremely effective and is urgently needed,
especially during the pandemic. This year, the Fresh Start
initiative is expanding to create an Aftercare program for families
graduating from Arbor Inn onto their own housing.

Through the Fresh Start Aftercare program, an Aftercare Case
Manager will work with each family who has graduated from
Arbor Inn, and who has been placed into their own permanent
apartment in the community. The families will be provided with a
brand new laptop to ensure their children can take part in remote
school or that the moms have the ability to engage in remote
work, if necessary; the Case Manager will then provide hands-
on housing support for up to a year, including regular home
visits, to ensure housing stability. With a 24/7 Crisis Hotline for
emergency assistance, along with training and on-site support
groups, the Aftercare program will help its participants maintain
their stability and independence, and avoid ever returning to the
shelter system.

feels like home, e
BCHS
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Congratulations,
BCHS on another
great year of service
to the community!!

It is an honor to be

part of your family!
.. O
NJ Paz Painting NJ Paz Painting is a
. 100% WMBE entity.
Services, Inc.
2430 Route 9 Seuth T:732-786-0050

F: -786-8
Howell, N7 07731 73277558220

Email:
njpazpainting@aol.com

Congratulations to BCHS on more
than 40 years of incredible service
to the Brooklyn community.

Thank you to Jeff Nemetsky and
the dedicated staff at BCHS
for all of your amazing work.

Your friends,

Christine Spadaro and Rick Lodewick




RESIDENT SUCCESS STORY

Eddie was raised in a middle class family on the Upper
West Side, his father a teacher and his mother a concert
pianist. When he was in college Eddie developed a love
for computers and secured a job as an |.T. technician upon
graduation. As a hobby he enjoyed classic automobiles
and could take apart and re-assemble cars quickly, and
expertly.

In his twenties Eddie had a serious relationship that lasted
a few years, but when his girlfriend broke up with him
it triggered a deep depression and psychotic break. He
began hearing voices and struggled with anxiety, and he
thought about suicide. No matter how hard Eddie tried he
could not maintain a residence of his own, and he withdrew
from his family and friends. Eddie became homeless.

Fortunately, a worker at the shelter where Eddie ended
up thought he would be a good fit for BCHS' Scattered-
Site Apartment Program and made a referral. Once he was
accepted Eddie moved into a private apartment building
with two other BCHS clients; all three quickly became
friends.




RESIDENT SUCCESS STORY

A sympathetic case manager started meeting with Eddie
three times a week, helping him better understand his mental
illness and what he needed to do to take care of himself.

Over time Eddie learned how to keep track of his
medications and how to talk about his feelings instead
of keeping them bottled up. He actively participated in
many BCHS recreational activities, and with the help of
staff, returned to the workforce through a few different
internships. He regained his sense of humor and, with
his anxiety under control, began to focus once more on
learning about the latest computer technology.

It has been nine years since Eddie first came to BCHS and
he is doing better than ever. He has developed a wide
network of friends; his mental health has remained stable;
and, fulfilling one of his dreams, he has been working for a
large office electronics store, providing customers with on-
site consultation and advice about their computer needs.

Last year, with a steady income and savings, Eddie
graduated from BCHS and moved to his own completely
independent apartment in the community.




BCHS' NEW INITIATIVES
Kingsbrook Estates

BCHS was part of a team that won a New York State RFP
in December 2019 to help transform Kingsbrook Jewish
Medical Center into apartment buildings with health,
wellness, employment and support services. Working with
partners Monadnock Development and Construction and
CB-Emmanuel Realty LLC, Kingsbrook Estates will offer
central Brooklyn 266 new units of housing in three buildings
with affordable units for a range of income levels as well
as supportive housing for formerly homeless seniors and
Veterans. On-site amenities will include a therapeutic
garden, outdoor exercise equipment, walkways, children'’s
play areas, outdoor kitchens and grills as well as an indoor
teaching kitchen.




BCHS' NEW INITIATIVES

Pacific Street Housing

BCHS is working to create new housing in the East New
York neighborhood of Brooklyn, as part of a team with Love
Fellowship Church and Alembic Community Development.
This new development will include 243 units of affordable
housing, with 71 units set aside for formerly homeless
families where the head of household has a mental illness,
and 71 units set aside for single adults who had been
homeless. A wide range of wellness, health, and mental
health services with be available, as well as vocational
training and creative arts therapies.
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BCHS' NEW INITIATIVES

Brooklyn Gardens Renovation

BCHS is planning the substantial renovation of its historic
Brooklyn Gardens facility at 105 Carlton Avenue. Originally
built as tenement housing in 1919, and rehabilitated by BCHS
in 1001, Brooklyn Gardens was one of the first supportive
housing buildings of its kind in the country, housing a diverse
mix of at-risk families and single adults. It is anticipated that
renovation work will begin in 2022.




Thank you to the BCHS Staff for your incredible
commitment and hard work during the past year.

Congratulations to the
2021 BCHS Honorees:

M&T Bank Corp.
Impact Award for
Philanthropic Investment

NCheng LLP
Corporate Excellence Award

Clifford and Leslie Cohen
Inspiration Award

Dr. William R. Nye

DeLaCour Ferrara & Church Architects

Congratulates ...

Brookiyn Community Housing Services
NCheng LLP

M4&T Bank, and

Clifford & Leslie Cohen

Thanks to

Monadnock €onstruction Inc.
for underwriting this event B

Thank you te the Gala €o-€hairs ! : X
Natasha Fishman & Nellie Perera e |! P

e — :— .

91Atlantic Avenue Brooklyn NY www.dfarchs.com




THANKS TO OUR AUCTION DONORS

Acorn Toy Shop
Annie's Blue Ribbon
Authentic Brands Group
Ben Baxt
Big Onion Walking Tours
Alexandra Bowie and Daniel Richman
Brooklyn Wine Exchange
DamaSoul Health & Wellness
Bridgett Davis
John Derian Company
Evermore
Exit 9 Gift Emporium
Fausto Brooklyn
Girl Knew York
Mary Lai
Layla
Lissa Miner
Miriam Restaurant
Nighthawk Cinemas
Sean O'Neal and Ambereen Sleemi
Nellie Perera
Jessica Pettway
Putnam's Pub
Risbo Restaurant
Sahadi's
Romy Soleimani
Jerome Strauss Photography
Topps



SPECIAL THANKS

Afsana Begum (BCHS Fiscal Department)
Joya Bravo
Shivani Daga (NCheng LLP)
Meredith Hayes (John Kneapler Design)
John Kneapler (John Kneapler Design)
Geoff Ledet (Letter 7 Brands)
Ajanae' Lewis (BCHS Activities Coordinator)
PinLin Lin (BCHS Fiscal Department)
Kimberley Locke
Aubree Mercure (Letter 7 Brands)
Marilyn Moss (MM Event Group)
Dorian Muller (BCHS Director of Property Mgt)
Patrick Neal (John Kneapler Design)
Allison Querro (MM Event Group)
Bobby Sanabria
Juhnee Shelton (BCHS Administration)
Razia Sultana (BCHS Fiscal Department)
Carmen Torres (Monadnock Construction)
Valerie Visconti (Fly on the Wall Productions)
Marilyn Williams (BCHS Administration)

And a special thanks to the extraordinary BCHS staff,
who work night and day to help Brooklyn’s most fragile
individuals move from crisis to community.



Stay in touch with us

Follow us on Instagram:
@bchands_org

Like our page on Facebook:
https:/ /www.facebook.com
/bchands.org

Follow us on Linkedin:

https:/ /www.linkedin.com/company
/brooklyn-community-housing-and-
services

Subscribe to our newsletter:
https:/ /bit.ly/BCHSNewsletter

6 H 90

mailchimp

Watch our videos on YouTube:
https:/ /www.youtube.com/user/

bchands

Donate & help sustain our work:
https://bchands.org/donate/




THANK YOU

FOR YOUR GENEROUS
SUPPORT OF BCHS
AND OUR 2021

feels like home,
feels like hope

VIRTUAL CELEBRATION!

www.bchands.org
Text "BCHS" to 243725 to donate



