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A professional approach
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Successful applicants

We interview applicants for this course so that we can help ensure that we are the right college
for you. Our One Year Professional Garden Design Diploma Course is suitable for those serious
about a career in garden design. We also offer various online courses for those more interested
in simply learning the process of garden and planting design or designing their own garden.

Our One Year Professional Diploma is a very intensive course covering all aspects of garden design.
It requires at least one day per week of homework in addition to your time spent at the school
to ensure that you get the most out of your time with us - ideally more.

If you are serious about garden design, we would love you to come and learn how to think and
present like a designer. Together we will explore drawing, both by hand using the correct
equipment and using the right software on a computer.

There are plenty of inspirational slide shows and informative handouts. Throughout the course
you will track your own progress with an individual learning plan and you will receive regular
feedback via group & private tutorials as well as written feedback on your work.

After you graduate we love to keep in touch and support you with your new career.







Online One Year Professional Garden Design (part-time course)

All tutor content is delivered through videos
and digital handouts and is yours to keep,
meaning it can be watched and read again and
again.

The pre-recorded videos comprise lectures
delivered by professionals who are visiting
tutors at the school, as well as Caroline Tatham
our school Principal and lead tutor.

The timetable structures 30 home study days
for academic content throughout the year, 10
days per term. In addition, students will be
required to complete practical project work for
at least one additional day per week.

Together we will undertake three archive
projects throughout the academic year, one
project per term. The three projects will build
to offer a range of garden styles to challenge
your creativity and build up your portfolio.

Feedback and tutor support will be offered via
a closed Facebook group.

This course is an online version of our Professional One Year
Garden Design Diploma and has been created for those who
wish to learn the basic skills involved in the creative process
of being a professional garden designer. It embraces
communication technology whilst still delivering our tried
and tested course content, high quality feedback,
supportive style and industry contacts. Its structure allows
for the flexibility needed to fit around existing commitments.

Our diploma courses have always included a lot of home
study, but now we are really excited that the same course
content that we have perfected over the past ten years will
be accessible to anyone, including those that may not be
able to travel to visit the school at all.

Your knowledge and experience will build throughout the
course and over the three projects. Each project brief will
be packed with information about your exciting garden
design challenge, including: drone videos, site surveys,
client briefs, detailed site photos and a clear academic
brief that sets out your learning objectives and
outcomes.




One Year Professional Garden Design courses

main points of difference between the face-to-face course and the online course

Face-to-face course Online course

course delivery
Caroline Tatham lead tutor

visiting specialist lecturers

software student licences
included in the course fee

course duration

projects

average time available to
complete a project

feedback on project work

plant portfolio

nursery visit

volunteering opportunities

access to library
for reference only

Caroline’s case studies
and studio work

assessment

termly private tutorials

internally moderated

externally assessed

diploma

in person lectures
& digital handouts

guidance throughout the
course in person

personal contact & opportunities

for questions and feedback

Affinity Publisher & SketchUp
30 tuition weeks in 10 months

4 live projects with real clients

8 weeks for projects 1,2 & 3
13 weeks for project 4

in person group tutorials

50 plants in 10 categories

yes

yes

yes

variety of archive and current
projects included in the course

written assessment with marks
& feedback for each project

yes
yes
Bridgwater & Taunton College

CGS and BTC logo Diploma

pre-recorded videos
& digital handouts

pre-recorded videos & guidance
via closed Facebook group

pre-recorded lectures only

no

30 tuition weeks in 11 months

3 archive projects

14 weeks for each project

via closed Facebook group

25 plants in 5 categories

no

no

no

archive selection included
via pre-recorded videos

feedback only - no marks
pass or fail based on project 3

no

no

no

CGS Online Diploma
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